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Dearly Beloved, 
 
 
Greetings in the name of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. 
 

I thank and praise God for enabling us to begin a New Year and 
complete the first month. February is the month that marks the 
change in the seasons. It is springtime in our country. The change in 
seasons is also relevant to our spiritual life and our church Calendar. 
 
February is the month the nation presents the budget for the 
forthcoming year. The Government looks for Revenue through direct 
and indirect taxes. The burden of taxes and the price rise in all 
essential commodities are making our life difficult. Every person 
drawing a salary has to pay their income taxes this month.  However, 
as responsible citizens, we need to adhere to the law of the land and 
at the same time be sensitive to the present-day reality. Render 
therefore unto Caesar the things which are Caesar's - Mat.22:21. 
 
Our children who are in schools and colleges are now facing their 
final exams. Particularly the school-going children of various boards 
of exams are now preparing themselves. We need to pray and 
encourage our children as they prepare for their exams. 
 
Finally, let me take this opportunity to remind you of the season of 
Lent which begins on the 22nd of this month. Lent is a time which 
has come down to us through our church fathers and the church 
traditions. We see it as a God-given opportunity for all of us to have 
our spiritual life rejuvenated.  
 
The three important things that need to happen during lent as I see 
are the following: 

1. A serious contemplation of our own spirituality. It is 
having ‘God consciousness’ in our day-to-day life. One way 
that we have been taught is to restrict ourselves and abstain 
from that which will gratify our base instincts and self.  
Fasting and abstaining enable us to focus our attention on 
that which is spiritual and negate the mundane.  
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2. The second focus during lent, should be on upgrading 
ourselves spiritually by dedicating more time to reading, 
studying and reflecting on the scriptures, spending more 
time in personal prayers, and being willing to participate in 
all the worship services and devotions.  
3. The final important aspect is to render, contribute, and 
sacrificially give to the needy. The traditional practice is to 
have the self-denial ‘Hundi’- the charity box which can be 
seen as almsgiving and the expression of love and concern 
for others. 

 
May the Good Lord bless us and keep us through this forthcoming 
month. 
 

Yours in His Joyful Service, 
 

Rev. J. Paul Sudhakar 
Presbyter-in-charge and Chairman 

 

 
 

JOIN US! 

 
 
 

We need volunteers to help us with: 
 

• Writing reports and articles for the EanMe 

• Co-ordinating / proof-reading the articles 

• Creating content for social media 
 
Please get in touch with us, or write to us at 
stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com if you are interested 
in taking up these responsibilities. 

 
 
 

mailto:stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com
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THE TRUE LIGHT 
 
 
 

When the newly discovered ‘green comet’ made its appearance in the 
night sky recently, many star-gazers who missed this once-in-a-
lifetime chance to see it, blamed it on cloudy skies and ‘light 
pollution’. Scientists say that the excessive use of artificial lighting in 
our cities makes it difficult to spot stars and constellations, besides 
having detrimental effects on the environment and human health. 
 
It is also true that in a world that is filled with the bright lights of 
distraction, it can be difficult to focus on the true light of our Saviour. 
 
Light of the world 
 
‘Light’ seems to be one of Apostle John’s favourite words, as it is used 
numerous times in the gospel and especially in John 12:35-36. Jesus 
also refers to Himself as light in John 8:12: “I am the light of the 
world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have 
the light of life.” While Jesus is the true source of radiance, 
illumination, and revelation, those who truly believe in Him (12:36) 
become children of light—they become His disciples and a part of the 
light force in the world (Matthew 5:16). 
 
Light to all nations 
 
The underlying theme of Luke’s gospel is that the message of Jesus’s 
death and resurrection is for everyone—not just for Israel. This 
important message comes through when Simeon uses the imagery of 
light, saying that salvation is prepared in the “presence of all peoples” 
and that Israel’s Messiah is both “a light for revelation to the 
Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel” (Luke 2: 30-32). 
 
At the end of Luke’s account, the risen Christ tells the two disciples 
on the Emmaus road that “repentance for the forgiveness of sins will 
be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem” 
(24:47). This message was not intended for Israel alone, nor are we 
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to keep this light to ourselves, as God’s love is meant for the entire 
world. 
 
Children of Light 
 
All God’s children are designed to shine as radiant beacons of God’s 
everlasting hope and unconditional love. When we share the gospel 
and serve others in the name of Jesus, we become brilliant spotlights 
and living testimonies, powered by the Holy Spirit. Every good deed, 
kind smile, a gentle word of encouragement, and heartfelt prayer 
produces a beaming reminder, pointing to God’s faithfulness and His 
unconditional and life-transforming love (Matthew 5:14-16). 
 
Wherever God leads us, and however we serve Him, we can be used 
by Him to help others shine His light. As God, by His Spirit, provides 
the true illumination, we are called to reflect the light and love of His 
presence. 

 
Fabiola Jacob 
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Gracing our cover this month is Rembrandt’s 
‘Presentation of Jesus in the Temple’ painted 
in 1631. 
 
About the Painting: 
The famous Dutch painter Rembrandt 
Harmenszoon van Rijn (also featured in ‘Heroes of 

the Faith’ on page 17) was a great master of portraying human 
emotions and experiences. He painted many scenes from the Bible 
but returned to this particular theme – the Presentation of Jesus at 
the Temple – at least 6 times from 1627 to 1654, with three paintings, 
and three etchings - his largest body of work on a single Biblical 
subject. 
 
Rembrandt took his religious subjects very seriously, and his 
knowledge of the Bible, including the Apocrypha, was exceptional as 
he frequently depicted unusual stories. He also had an amazing 
concern for the accuracy of the original text - only rarely did he use 
artistic licence. It is almost always possible to pinpoint the precise 
source of the subject, as in the case of the Presentation, it is Luke 2: 
25-35. 
 
In this painting, Rembrandt captures the moment when the elderly 
Simeon takes the infant Jesus in his arms, kneels on the marble-tiled 
pavement and raises his face to heaven in thanksgiving. His 
embroidered robe falls about him in rich folds as he clasps his arms 
about the tiny swaddled figure, reciting the Nunc Dimittis. Mary has 
dropped to her knees beside him, listening to his words with happy 
wonder. Joseph, just beyond, looks on with an expression of inquiry. 
He carries two turtle doves as the thank offering required of the 
mother by the religious law. The tall priest standing before them 
extends his hands towards the group in a gesture of benediction. A 
broad ray of light gleams on his strange headdress, lights up his 
outstretched hand, and falls with dazzling brilliancy upon the soft 
round face of the babe, the smiling mother, and the venerable 
Simeon with flowing white hair and beard. Rembrandt was only 25 
when he painted this masterpiece in 1631. 
 
This magnificent painting is a good example of the handling of light 
by Rembrandt. It is symbolic that the main source of light in the 
painting comes from the baby Jesus himself. This light of Jesus is a 
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reference to Luke 2: 32 “…a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and 
for glory to your people Israel” – which is the theme of Candlemas 
day (February 2). Also known as the Feast of the Presentation of 
Jesus Christ, the Feast of the Purification of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
or the Feast of the Holy Encounter, Candlemas is one of the oldest 
feasts of the church, celebrated since the 4th century AD. 
 

 Source: The Internet 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Put them in your heart-bank – memorize and use them! 
 
1. For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things – 
Romans 11:36 
2. “I and the Father are one.” – John 10:30 
3. …for my eyes have seen your salvation – Luke 2:30 
4. …return to me with all your heart with fasting… – Joel 2:12 
5. Devote yourselves to prayer – I Corinthians 7:5 

 
Shobana Soundarapandian 

 

  
 

 
 

"The fundamental principle of 
Christianity is to be what God is, 
and he is light." 

- John Hagee 
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HAVE YOU EVER 

CELEBRATED VALENTINE’S 
DAY WITH JESUS? 

 
 

This month people celebrate Valentine’s Day,  
Many buy cards and gifts for their love to say; 
Some leave their loved ones to pine,  
Others take them out to celebrate and dine. 
 
Some may feel left out, as they have no one to for them care, 
This left-out feeling for many is always there; 
Where to find people who love you to with this day celebrate? 
They need not go very far in their quest and become desperate. 
 
There is one person waiting for His love to be shown, 
He wants to love you and make you his own; 
He has called you by name many a time to be with you abide, 
You have always his calling brushed aside. 
 
When you never responded to his gentle calling, 
He shed his Blood to save you from into evil falling; 
By this act, he showed you his love that is never-ending, 
He is waiting to give you a golden crown that is pending. 
 
Nobody’s love is like the one he has for you, that is sure, 
If you love him, He will love you throughout the Year; 
He will be your Valentine and be with you to drive away your 
fear, 
With him as your lover, there will be Valentine’s Day 
celebration throughout the year. 

 

Prema Jayasundar 
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‘HIDE THEM IN YOUR HEART' 
–  A SCRIPTURE CHALLENGE! 

 
 

 
 
Can you memorize Psalm 26 before 26 February 2023? 
 
 
If this offer appeals to you, please approach Roshan 
Soundarapandian (Mobile No: 98403 88365) - a surprise awaits you! 
 
The winners will be announced in next month's EanMe! Of course, 
prizes would follow! 
 
Anyone can rise to the opportunity - no age limit – all the best!  
 
Why the Scripture Challenge? 
 
This challenge, to hide God’s Word in your heart, would add 
adequate blessings to your life. The Word of God brings us wisdom, 
strength and hope. It gives assurance, solace, power and authority. 
Above all, we will enjoy peace of mind. 
 
When we know God’s Word and obey it, we are able to experience 
His love in a more personal manner. The deeper our relationship 
with God, the clearer His will for our lives will become. 
 
Romans 12:2 says that when we renew our minds and are 
transformed, we will be able to discern what is the will of God, what 
is good and acceptable and perfect. 
 
So come, let's indulge in this overwhelming experience! 
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WINNERS:  
 
 
 
 

Sl. No. Names Jan-23 Aggregate 

    Ps. 6   

1 Beatrice Tabitha 1 1 

2 Bernice Tanya 1 1 

3 Felicia William 1 1 

4 Iris Manoharan 1 1 

5 Jemima Thilagan 1 1 

6 Jeremy Roopsingh 1 1 

7 Johnsson Jaden Dhyriam 1 1 

8 Jonathan Ethan Dhyriam 1 1 

9 Jonathan Roopsingh 1 1 

10 Joshua Emmanuel 1 1 

11 Judah Benjamin 1 1 

12 Keturah Manoharan 1 1 

13 Manya Lily Malhotra 1 1 

14 Rachel Thiraviaraj 1 1 

15 Ranjini Inbaraj 1 1 

16 Rohan Abraham Stanley 1 1 

17 Santhosh Dhyriam 1 1 

18 Shekinah Dhyriam 1 1 

19 Shreya Dhyriam 1 1 

20 Zoey Joanna Emmanuel 1 1 
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SHI MEIYU 

MEDICAL MISSIONARY IN 
CHINA 

 
 

Dr. Shi Meiyu combined a surgeon’s hands, an evangelist’s heart, and 
an administrator’s mind to become one of the great Chinese 
Christian women of the 20th century. She was also known as Mary 
Stone, a name she adopted while studying in the United States, 
before returning to China to serve her people. 
 
Early life 
 
Shi Meiyu was born into a Christian family in Jiujiang, a town on the 
shores of China’s Yangtze River on 1 May 1873. Her father was a 
Methodist pastor and her mother was the principal of a Methodist 
school for girls. 
 
Of the many injustices girls faced in Chinese culture, the worst was 
the custom of binding a young girl’s feet to crush the bones in order 
to produce small feet that were the hallmark of a superior social 
class. Defying Chinese tradition, Shi Meiyu’s parents refused to bind 
her feet. 
 
She was taught Chinese classics and Christian literature by her 
mother. Impressed by the work of American medical missionary Dr 
Kate Bushnell, Shi Meiyu’s father decided that she should become a 
doctor. 
 
Education abroad 
 
After graduating from the Rulison-Fish Memorial School under the 
guidance of Gertrude Howe, an American Methodist from Lansing, 
Michigan, Shi Meiyu left for the United States with Howe in 1892 to 
study medicine at the University of Michigan. In 1896, she graduated 
together with her friend, Kang Cheng (Ida Kahn), becoming the first 
two Chinese women to receive a medical degree from an American 
university.  
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Upon graduation, they returned to China as medical missionaries of 
the Women’s Foreign Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church and set up a one-room hospital in Jiujiang. 
 
Mission in China 
 
In the first 10 months, Shi Meiyu and her associates treated more 
than 2,300 outpatients and made hundreds of house calls, and their 
hospital was always filled. 
 
During the Boxer Rebellion in 1900, Shi lost her father, causing both 
her and Kang Cheng to seek refuge in Japan. They returned in 1901 
and, with the support of Dr Isaac Newton Danforth, opened the 
Elizabeth Skelton Danforth Hospital, a 95-bed, 15-room hospital. For 
the next 20 years, Shi worked there as superintendent, taking care of 
patients, training nurses, and promoting public hygiene. Grown up 
with unbound feet, she was enthusiastic about opposing foot binding. 
During busy periods, Shi’s hospital was treating around 5,000 
patients per month. She supervised the training of more than 500 
Chinese nurses and translated training manuals and textbooks for 
their use. She also supervised a home for cripples and adopted boys. 
Even, as she herself underwent surgery in Chicago in 1907, she took 
this as an opportunity to raise funds for her hospital. A Rockefeller 
Foundation scholarship enabled her to do postgraduate work at 
Johns Hopkins University from 1918 to 1919. Her sister, Phoebe, also 
a doctor and a graduate of Johns Hopkins, took charge of the 
Danforth Hospital in her absence. 
 
Shanghai Bethel Mission 
 
Upon her return to China in 1920, Shi severed her ties with the 
Methodist Board of Missions and moved to Shanghai. She 
established the Shanghai Bethel Mission with the assistance of 
Jennie V. Hughes, an American missionary. In less than 10 years, the 
Bethel Mission had developed a hospital, primary and secondary 
schools, an evangelistic training department, and an orphanage. She 
conducted Bible classes for the nurses, intending to produce nurse 
evangelists. From 1920 until the Japanese invasion in 1937, Bethel 
was well known for its training program for nurses. The Japanese 
invasion forced Bethel members to move inland and to Hong Kong, 
resulting in new Bethel churches. Shi went to the United States to 
raise support for the Mission.  
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Shi Meiyu was also a prominent evangelist and women’s leader of the 
Chinese church. She served as a member of the China Continuation 
Committee of the National Missionary Conference after the 
Edinburgh World Missionary Conference of 1910. She was the first 
Chinese Christian woman to be ordained in central China. 
Recognizing the importance of carrying out mission work by the 
Chinese, she cofounded the Chinese Missionary Society in 1918. This 
society aimed at supporting and sending Chinese missionaries to 
work among the Chinese. She was also the first president of the 
Women’s Christian Temperance Union in China (1922), an 
organization committed to fighting alcoholism and the use of opium 
and cigarettes. In the 1930s, she was one of the organizers who 
formed the Bethel Worldwide Evangelistic Band. In 1948 the Bethel 
hospital built a surgery ward in her honour. 
 
Shi Meiyu spent her last years in Pasadena, California. In 1954, she 
died on 29 December at the age of 82. 
 

https://www.bu.edu/missiology 

 

 
 

THE POWER OF PRAYER 
 
 
 

Do you have a prayer point that you would like to share with 
our Church prayer group?  
 
Please mail it to us at stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com or 
drop it in the box at the main door of our Church, so that it can 
be included in the prayer list. 
 
 
 

 



 

15 

 

 
I AM THINE, O LORD 

 
 

 
 

The composer of the music to this gospel song was known for many 
things other than gospel music. He was an inventor, a businessman 
who owned a large woodworking machinery plant in Cincinnati, 
and a respected civic leader. He was on his way to accumulating a 
fortune. But what William Doane enjoyed most, was serving as 
Sunday School superintendent at his church and writing music. He 
became Fanny Crosby’s principal collaborator in writing gospel 
songs.  
 
One evening as Fanny Crosby visited his home in Cincinnati, they 
were talking about what a wonderful feeling it is to enjoy the 
nearness of God, to feel His presence, to delight in His love. 
Suddenly Fanny Crosby, the famous blind songwriter, stopped and 
said she had an idea for a song. Line by line, verse by verse, she 
dictated it to him. The next morning, Doane added the music. 
 
Fanny Crosby found delight in writing gospel songs, William Doane 
found delight serving as a Christian businessman. But both agreed 
that there was no delight that equalled the delight of enjoying the 
presence of God. 
 

I am Thine, O Lord, I have heard Thy voice, and it told Thy 
love to me; 
But I long to rise in the arms of faith, and be closer drawn 
to Thee. 

 
Draw me nearer, nearer, blessed Lord, to the cross where 
Thou hast died; 
Draw me nearer, nearer, nearer, blessed Lord, to Thy 
precious, bleeding side. 

 
Consecrate me now to Thy service, Lord, by the power of 
grace divine; 
Let my soul look up with a steadfast hope, and my will be 
lost in Thine. 
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O the pure delight of a single hour that before Thy throne I 
spend, 
When I kneel in prayer, and with Thee, my God, I commune 
as friend with friend! 

 
There are depths of love that I cannot know till I cross the 
narrow sea; 
There are heights of joy that I may not reach till I rest in 
peace with Thee. 
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REMBRANDT AND THE 

BIBLE 
 
 

The great 17th-century Dutch artist Rembrandt is an unusual 
Christian hero, yet, by universal agreement, he is one of the truly 
great Christian artists. 
 
Rembrandt Harmenszoon van Rijn was born in 1606 in the Dutch 
town of Leyden. He grew up immersed in the Bible, which was to 
shape his art. As a teenager, Rembrandt demonstrated 
remarkable artistic talent. He began his career as a painter of 
portraits and quickly acquired a reputation for producing 
portraits that saw beyond the physical features to the character 
beneath. He was also gifted in drawing, where he was able to 
capture lives and landscapes. 
 
In 1634, Rembrandt married Saskia van Uylenburgh. Despite the 
deaths of three of their four children in infancy, Rembrandt 
continued to develop his skills in painting. Commissioned to 
paint a formal portrait of a group of wealthy volunteers, he 
produced the awesome 'The Night Watch', a painting of 
extraordinary realism that broke every convention.  
 
In 1642, everything changed. Tragically, Saskia died after her 
fourth pregnancy and Rembrandt's habit of letting expenditure 
exceed income began to catch up with him. Saskia had left him an 
income but only if he didn't marry anybody else. Possibly as a 
result, Rembrandt found himself in a disastrous relationship 
which ended up in the law courts and incurred displeasure from 
church and society. 
 
He then had a longer, happier marriage with a woman named 
Hendrickje Stoffels. By now, however, Rembrandt's style was 
falling out of fashion as people preferred more elegant, dramatic 
portraits. Refusing to compromise, Rembrandt continued to 
produce paintings, and drawings, often of landscapes and biblical 
themes. And Rembrandt no longer simply portrayed biblical 
scenes; he let the Bible speak. 
 
In 1657, poverty forced Rembrandt to auction most of his prized 
possessions and move to a more modest house. Hendrickje died 
in 1663 and Rembrandt died in 1669, leaving behind a daughter 
and hundreds of his paintings and drawings. Buried as a poor 
man, his extraordinary talent was only recognised much later. 
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What encourages me about Rembrandt? It is not simply his 
artistic brilliance; it is that in his artistry I find things that, as an 
evangelist, I admire. 
 
First, Rembrandt shows us the value of humanity. Rembrandt 
had a fascination with human beings. In every one he painted or 
drew – including himself – we see an honest fascination with who 
they are as people. Everybody, whether they are a major or minor 
figure in his picture, is depicted with authenticity and affection. 
People counted to Rembrandt and, in an age when human beings 
are reduced to elements on a spreadsheet or items on a database, 
he reminds us that every single one of us is valuable because we 
are made in the image of God. 
 
Second, Rembrandt shows us the nature of humanity. One of 
Rembrandt's characteristic techniques was to paint faces half in 
light and half in darkness. In doing this it seems to me that 
Rembrandt takes a biblical view of who we human beings are. On 
the one hand, we are made in the image of God, yet we are all 
people on whom the shadow of sin has fallen. Rembrandt's 
artistry shows human beings as they really are: beautiful but 
flawed. 
 
Third, Rembrandt shows us the Bible story. Rembrandt was a 
deeply biblical artist with a third of his work based on the Bible. 
For Rembrandt the Bible was the story of reality; of real events 
happening to very real people. To add to the authenticity of his 
Bible images, Rembrandt consulted Jewish rabbis. That the Bible 
was not just history but also personally relevant is highlighted by 
the way that Rembrandt often portrayed himself as a character, 
even in crucifixion scenes. One of his most remarkable images is 
'The Hundred Guilder Print', a scene that seems to portray the 
whole of Matthew chapter 19. 
 
Finally, Rembrandt shows us grace. Rembrandt applied the Bible 
to himself. One of his last paintings is ‘The Return of the Prodigal 
Son’ (Luke 15) in which we see the younger son being welcomed 
back home by his father who, in a gesture of reconciliation and 
acceptance, has lovingly put both his hands on him. The son has 
come home. It's a story that Rembrandt clearly identified with; 
his turbulent life revealed that he needed to seek and receive 
grace from Jesus our Saviour. But then whose life does not? 
 

Canon J. John Courtesy: https://canonjjohn.com/ 
Canon J. John is a British evangelist, minister, speaker and 

writer, based in Chorleywood, Hertfordshire in England.  
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ABSOLUTE DEPENDENCE ON 
GOD 

 

A shepherd was rearing a flock of 48 sheep. All the sheep were 
obedient but for one little lamb. 
 
That mischievous lamb never listened to her master and to the 
shepherd's agony, was always in the habit of running away. The 
shepherd had to spend time and energy to chase and bring her 
back to the flock. This became the order of the day. 
 
The shepherd was concerned about the lamb. If she left the flock, 
he knew she might fall into thorny bushes or might become prey 
to the dangerous animals in the forest. So he took every effort to 
accompany his tiny friend because he loved her very much. 
 
One day, while the shepherd was searching for the missing lamb, 
he found her on a thorny rock bleeding and realised she had 
broken her little leg. She could not move. 
 
The shepherd brought her home, took great care and treated her 
with costly medicine. 
 
As the lamb could only limp, the shepherd decided to carry her on 
his shoulders. He continued to carry her as he led the remaining 
sheep. 
 
A few weeks went by. Now the 
lamb could walk on her own. 
However, she never attempted to 
go astray but always walked with 
her master. 
 
Sometimes, when Satan lures us 
to slip away from our Master, we 
too are in the habit of not 
listening to our Master and go far 
away from Him. One day, we fall 
on a solid rock to break our leg. 
Jesus loves us so much that He 
never abandons us but chases us 
to bring us back into His fold. 
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God might have allowed it to discipline us and turn us into His 
path. And during such difficult times, we get so used to 
depending on Him that even after the treatment, recovery and 
gaining of strength, though we can walk away from Him, we 
choose to cling to Him and feel satisfied and joyful because we 
realise the importance of our dependence on Him. 
 
Those few days of suffering have indeed made all the difference! 
 
"For our present troubles are small and won't last very 
long. Yet they produce for us a glory that vastly 
outweighs them and will last forever!"- 2 Corinthians 4:17 
 
"It is good for me that I have been afflicted; that I might 
learn thy statutes."- Psalms 119:71 

 

Ventriloquist Shanthakumar 
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CHRISTMAS VISIT 
TO SENGUNDRAM VILLAGE 

- A REPORT 
 

Around ten of us from STEC set out on January 7th 2023 to a tiny 
hamlet called Sengundram, associated with the Devendavakkam 
Pastorate. We prayed and left by van to this village near Red Hills 
along with our Pastor and his wife Susannah. The drive though 
long was pleasant as we managed to see three lakes, Puzhal Lake, 
Poondi Lake and Retturi lake, all brimming full with water. We 
reached the hamlet early evening and were greeted by village folk 
who were waiting to celebrate the joy of the Christmas season 
along with us. The Sengundram community has 65 families out of 
which there were 22 believing families. A young CSI pastor Rev 
Arputharaj shepherds them. 
 
The program began with an opening prayer. We were privileged 
to listen to testimonies from a couple of women who spoke of the 
deliverance and health restoration they received through prayer 
and faith in Christ. It was touching to listen to a little boy who 
narrated his testimony and offered his commitment to serve the 
Lord. The villagers then depicted the nativity scene creatively. 
The adult angels doubled up as wise men too. Pastor Amma 
visually shared the story of Jesus calming the raging tempest, 
briefly and interestingly. Ajit Annan spoke about the gifts of the 
wise men and explained that the greatest gift to mankind from 
God was Christ’s sacrifice on the cross. Dr Boaz shared greetings 
from our church and conveyed the message of eternity and that 
Christ is no longer in the cradle but seated on the right hand of 
God. 
 
This was followed by the distribution of clothes to all families, 
carefully selected and packed by Gemina Martin according to the 
age of the members. We also distributed dry rations to families 
who were regular worshippers. 
 
There was a small auction of eggs by the villagers. Finally, a 
sumptuous dinner was given to all of them as a takeaway pack. 
They extended great hospitality to us by serving us a sumptuous 
dinner spread. Their Church is just a small altar in a tiny shed, to 
hold a cross and a Bible alone. This reminded us that the Church 
is just not a building. Let us uphold this parish in our prayers for 
all their spiritual and financial needs. 

 
Jemima Thilagan & Zibiah James 
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BIBLE QUIZ FOR ALL 

 
 
 

Searching the Scriptures on a regular and consistent basis has 
several benefits. It reveals God’s character and helps us see God’s 
holy, unchanging, faithful, gracious and loving nature. 
 
Psalm 139: 17 says “How precious to me are your thoughts, O 
God! How vast is the sum of them!” 
 
The purpose of this activity is to bring instruction, conviction, 
correction and training in God’s ways so we can be equipped for 
every good work. It calls for diligent and systematic reading and 
analysis of the prescribed portion in order to gain wisdom. 
 
The quiz is open to participants of all ages. 
 
Answers should be given by the 26th of February.  Late entries will 
not be considered. Answers should be mailed to 
sheebs@hotmail.com or given to Mrs. Sheeba Roshan in person. 
Names of participants with score will be mentioned in the next 
issue. 
 
Winners will be awarded at the end of the year. 
 
 
Quiz 2 
 
Portion: II Samuel 
 
Fill in the Crossword with the Clues provided below: 
 
Across: 
 
1 – He killed a lion on a snowy day 
2 – The tree where Absalom got caught in 
3 – He was lame in both feet 
4 - Uzzah touched this and died 
5 – Jonathan and Ahimaaz hid here 
 
 
 
 

mailto:sheebs@hotmail.com
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Down: 
 
6 – God wanted to name Solomon this 
7 – David built an altar in his threshing floor 
8 – He murdered Abner 
9 – He was made King of Israel after Saul’s death 
10 – He rebuked David for his sin against Uriah 
 
Kindly provide the reference. 
 

 
Answers to Quiz 1:  
 
1. Dagon's temple (1 Samuel 5:2) 
2. Samuel was standing as appointed over the company of 
prophets and prophesied (1 Samuel 19:20-24) 
3. 6 cubits and a span (about 3 m) (1 Samuel 17:4) 
4. Because Hannah vowed to dedicate him to the Lord (Nazarite) 
(1 Samuel 1:11) 
5. Saul was shot by an arrow by the archers but died by his sword 
(1 Samuel 31:2-4) 
6. Flask of oil (1 Samuel 10:1) 
7. Ahinoam (1 Samuel 14:50) 
8. In a cave in the desert of En Gedi (1 Samuel 24:1-4) 
9. The wicked shall be cut off in darkness. (1 Samuel 2:9) 
10. House of the Lord at Shiloh (1 Samuel 1:24-28) 
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WINNERS: 

 
 

Sl. No. Names Jan-23 Aggregate 

1 Alice Lawrence 10 10 

2 Bernice Tanya 10 10 

3 Daniel Inbaraj 10 10 

4 Deepathavana Ranjan 10 10 

5 Dorothy Evangeline Joshua 10 10 

6 Esther Jayanthi Surya 10 10 

7 Felicia William 10 10 

8 Hannah Cheryl Daniel 10 10 

9 Freeda Moses 10 10 

10 Jadon Titus Muller 10 10 

11 Jason Travis Daniel 10 10 

12 Jeremy Roopsingh 10 10 

13 Joann Ignatius 10 10 

14 Johnsson Jaden Dhyriam 10 10 

15 Jonathan Ethan Dhyriam 10 10 

16 Jonathan Roopsingh 10 10 

17 Joshua Emmanuel 10 10 

18 Latha Chittaranjan 10 10 

19 Mahilini Santhosh 10 10 

20 Nirmala Naveendhar 10 10 

21 Ranjini Inbaraj 10 10 

22 Rohan Abraham Stanley 10 10 

23 Shekinah Dhyriam 10 10 

24 Shilpa Malhotra 10 10 

25 Tasha Grace 10 10 

26 Zoey Joanna Emmanuel 10 10 
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HOW GOD’S GRACE WORKS 

It is easy to intellectually understand God’s grace.  It takes just a 
few minutes to explain the principle and to comprehend it.  But, 
such understanding does not result in a changed heart.  On the 
other hand, coming to a heart-felt grasp of God’s grace is a 
journey.  And, it starts a chain reaction that transforms a person’s 
life in very practical ways.  Ways that one has to experience in 
order to appreciate. 
 
Here’s how that chain reaction works. 
 
First, we come to a realization of the enormity of God’s Grace, in 
our hearts.  The Bible says that Jesus, by one offering of Himself 
on the Cross, has perfected forever those being made holy 
(Hebrews 10:14, emphases added).  The believer in Jesus has 
been perfected forever by one event that happened two thousand 
years ago.  This means that all our sins are forgiven, past, present 
and future.  Yet, do we really see ourselves the way god sees us – 
already perfected?  Not because of any righteousness on our part, 
but by Jesus’ righteousness applied to us. 
 
Second, the natural response to assimilating such amazing Grace 
is love.  Jesus said that the one who is forgiven much loves much 
(Luke 7:47).  The Apostle John states that “God is love” (1 John 
4:8), that is, love is who He is!  Because of His love for us, He 
gave His Son to save us (John 3:16).  And so, we love Him 
because He first loved us (1 John 4:19). 
 
Third, our love for Him motivates us to a lifestyle that results in 
holiness and righteousness.  Our natural desire is to be like Jesus.  
God works in us both to desire and do His good pleasure 
(Philippians 2:13).  The Apostle Paul says, “Therefore, having 
these promises, beloved, let’s cleanse ourselves from all 
defilement of flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of 
God.” (2 Corinthians 7:1).  What promises is Paul referring to?  
God promised to dwell with us and walk among us.  He would be 
a Father to us and we would be His children (2 Corinthians 6:16-
18).  So, these promises, arising out of God’s love, motivate the 
believer to live out a righteous and holy life. 
 
In conclusion, holiness is a result of, and not a way to earn, God’s 
favour.  We need the Holy Spirit to lead us through this journey.  
And He will if we ask! 
 
“Sanctify them by your truth.  Your word is truth” – Jesus 

David Jayakaran  
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CANDLEMAS 
PRESENTATION OF CHRIST IN THE TEMPLE 
 
Falling exactly 40 days after Christmas, The Feast of Candlemas 
(Presentation of Christ in the Temple) is 
observed on 2 February every year, 
celebrating Christ as the Light of the 
people of Israel. It marks the end of the 
season of Epiphany. 
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We invite you to join, participate in or 
use your time and effort for the 
ministries, fellowships and activities 
of the church.  

 
 
 

Please get in touch with the following people: 
 
 

Sunday School – Grace Rathnam 
Blossoms for Christ (Tamil Sunday School) – Sheeba 
Roshan 
 
Adult Fellowship – Ajit Stanley Moses 
Women’s Fellowship – Vasanthi Premkumar 
Men’s Fellowship – Milton Sigamoney 
 
Rapha (Hospital Ministry) – Zibia Thiraviaraj 
Education Ministry (School) – Gemina Martin 
 
Church Library – Shailaja Henry 
Eco (Garden) – Premalatha Samuel 
 
Choir – Anila Manoharan 
Evangelism – Nirmala Stephen 
 
EānMé, Website Content – Fabiola Jacob 
Facebook, Twitter & Instagram moderation – Fabiola 
Jacob 
Multimedia Production – Aroop Samuel 
Weekly Bulletin (Pew Sheets) – Kavita Edward 
 
 
Write to us at stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com 
mentioning your preferred area of interest, and we will connect 
with you. 
 

 
 
 
 

mailto:stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com


 

28 

 

 
CONNECT WITH 

ST. THOMAS ENGLISH 
CHURCH ONLINE 

 
 

 
 

We are on Social Media! 
 
 
Facebook  
Page: @StThomasEnglishChurch  
‘Like’ our Church page on Facebook to stay updated 
 
 
Group: https://www.facebook.com/CSI St. Thomas English 
Church, Santhome 
Join our Church group on Facebook to connect with each 
other and share / view pictures of church events 
 
 
Instagram 
Handle: @csi_stec 
Follow our Church Instagram handle to stay updated 
 
 
Twitter 
Handle: @CSI_STEC 
Follow our Church Twitter handle to stay updated 
 
 
YouTube 
Channel: St. Thomas English Church, Santhome 
Subscribe to our Church YouTube channel to participate in the 
livestreamed worship services.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/StThomasEnglishChurch/
https://www.facebook.com/
https://www.instagram.com/csi_stec/
https://twitter.com/CSI_STEC
https://www.youtube.com/c/StThomasEnglishChurchSanthome
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STEC UPDATES 

 

 

 

Wedding 

Mr Nikhil Rathnam married Ms Selina William on 27 
January 2023. 

 

Eternal Rest 

Mr Ramesh Kumar Pandian slept in the Lord on 8 January 
2023. 

Mrs Rachel Prabhakaran slept in the Lord on 9 January 
2023. 

 

  
 

 
 
" 

 

We need to give Christ a chance to make use of us, to be His word 
and His work, to share His food and His clothing in the world 
today. If we do not radiate the light of Christ around us, the sense 
of the darkness that prevails in the world will increase." 

- Mother Teresa
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EANME AND YOU 

 
Why EānMé? 
‘EānMé’ – literally meaning “unless” in Greek – has its roots in 
St. Thomas the Apostle’s words of doubt. It is based on his 
famous words to the Risen Lord in St. John 20:25: “…Unless I see 
in His hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the 
print of the nails, and put my hand into His side, I will not 
believe.” 
 
‘Unless’ or ‘except’ in the King James Version is translated from 
the Greek word ‘EānMé’ εανμε (eh-an’ may) meaning: before, 
but, except, not or unless. 
  
You can contribute 
We welcome your original contributions to the EānMé in the form 
of articles (word limit: 840), poems, Protestant church pictures 
for the cover, or information relevant to the season. Please send 
your entries by hard / soft copy to reach the STEC church office 
via email to stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com or 
csistec1842@gmail.com by the 20th of every month. 
 
You can read the current issue of EānMé online at 
http://www.santhomeenglishchurch.org/. A few earlier issues 
have been archived on `CSI St. Thomas English Church’ 
Facebook page. 
 
Travelling on work or vacation? Don’t forget to click a 
picture! 
If you happen to visit or see a beautiful, historic Protestant 
church that you think should be on our EānMé cover, please click 
a hi-res picture and e-mail it, along with a short note about the 
Church, to stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com 
 
Share your feedback 
Do you have a comment on the articles, a fresh new idea or 
feedback about the EanMe that you would like to share with other 
readers? Mail it to the editor at 
stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com with ‘EanMe Mailbox’ in the 
subject. The best letters will be published in the next issue of the 
EanMe. 
 
 
 

mailto:stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com
mailto:csistec1842@gmail.com
mailto:stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com
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 FELLOWSHIP PROGRAMMES 
 

Sunday School  : 

English: Sunday – 8:00 am 
(during service) 
Tamil: Sunday – 4:30 pm 
(currently suspended due to 
pandemic) 

Women’s 
Fellowship 

: Saturday - 4:30 pm online 

Men’s Fellowship : Thursday - 6:30 pm online 

Adults’ Fellowship  : Saturday – 6:30 pm online 

Hospital visit  : 
II Sunday - 10:15 am (currently 
suspended due to pandemic) 

   

 

 
 
PASTORATE  
COMMITTEE 
MEMBERS 
 

Mr. Bright Joseph D. 
Mr. Ranjan Selvakumar C. 
Mr. Roshan Soundarapandian 
Mr. Santhakumar S. 
Mr. Wesley Isaac P. 
Mrs. Saroja Bai Godwin 
Mrs. Shilpa Nisha Malhotra 

   

  

 

 
The Rt. Rev. Dr. J. George Stephen 

Bishop in Madras 
 

Rev. J. Paul Sudhakar 
Chairman and Presbyter-in-charge 

 
Mr. Milton Sigamoney 
Mr. Ajit Stanley Moses 

Lay Readers 

    Dr. S. Rabinder Boaz 
    Secretary 

Mrs. Gemina Martin 
Treasurer 
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WORSHIP SERVICES – PLAN FOR FEBRUARY 2023 

Date and 
Time 

Day Services and 
Preacher 

Theme Stewards for Bible 
Reading and 

Offertory 

5.2.2023 
 
7:30 am 
 
 

 
Septuagesima  

 
Sung Eucharist 
Sermon: Rev. J. 
Paul Sudhakar 
 
 

 
Sabbath as the 
culmination of 
creation 

 

Isaiah 65: 17-25 
Psalm 8 
Hebrews 4: 2-13 
St. Mark 2: 23-28 
 
Mr. & Mrs. Wesley 
Isaac   

12.2.2023 
 
7.00 am 
 
 
8.15 am 
 
 
 
6.00 pm 

 
Sexagesima 

 
 

 
Holy Eucharist 
Sermon: Rev. J. 
Paul Sudhakar 
 
Sung Matins  
Sermon: Mr. Ajit 
Stanley Moses 
 
Holy Eucharist 
Sermon: Rev. J. 
Paul Sudhakar 

 
 
 

Fall as the 
violation of the 

purpose of 
creation 

Genesis 6: 1 – 13  
Psalm 32 
Romans 7: 4 – 25  
St. Mathew 7: 15 – 23  
 
Dr. & Dr. Mrs. John 
Nesan Dhyriam 
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Date and 
Time 

Day Services and 
Preacher 

Theme Stewards for Bible 
Reading and 

Offertory 

19.2.2023 
 
7.30 am 
 
 
6.00 pm 

 
Quinquagesima 

 
 

 
Sung Eucharist 
Sermon: Rev. J. 
Paul Sudhakar 
 
Evensong 
Sermon: Rev. J. 
Paul Sudhakar 
 

 
 
Lent – a time of 
transformation 

Isaiah 44: 21– 28 
Psalm 6 
Romans 11: 13 – 24  
St. John 2: 1 – 11  
 
Mr. & Mrs. James 
Thiraviaraj 

22.2.2023 
 
7:00 pm 
 
 

 

Ash 
Wednesday  

 
Sung Eucharist 
Sermon: Rev. J. 
Paul Sudhakar 
 
 

 
Cross – a call to 

repentance  

Isaiah 1: 16– 20 
Psalm 51 
II Corinthians 7: 8 - 16  
St. Mark 1: 12 – 15 
 
Mr. Suresh Balasunder 
and family 
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Date and 
Time 

Day Services and 
Preacher 

Theme Stewards for Bible 
Reading and 

Offertory 

26.2.2023 
 
7:30 am 
 
 
6.00 pm 

 

The First 
Sunday of Lent 

 
Sung Eucharist 
Sermon: Rev. J. 
Paul Sudhakar 
 
Evensong 
Sermon: Rev. J. 
Paul Sudhakar 
 

 
 

The cleansing 
Christ 

Zechariah 13: 1 – 9   
Psalm 130 
I John 1: 5 – 10  
St. Mark 1: 40 – 45  
 
Mr. & Mrs. Benjamin 
Hastings  

1.3.2023 
 
6:30 am 

 
First day of the 

month 

 
Holy Eucharist 
Sermon: Rev. J. 
Paul Sudhakar 
 

 
You are supreme 

in all the earth 

 
Psalm 83: 1 - 18 
 




