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Dearly Beloved, 
 
 
Greetings in the name of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. 
 

I am happy to write to you, at the beginning of this year. We need to 
thank and praise God for the way God has guided us through the past 
year. His mercies endure forever.  
 
This year is an important year for our Church of South India, the 
Diocese of Madras and the STEC. There has been a proposal to the 
Synod, seeking for a change in the tenure of the Bishops and the 
Presbyters, vis a vis the change in the retirement age from 67 to 70. 
Our Synod is to assemble on the 13th of January 23, when it would be 
decided. Let us pray for our Synod meetings. Thus it is of vital 
importance for the churches and Dioceses, with regard to 
administration. 
 
Our church is completing 180 years and this is a milestone in the 
history of our church. Church growth has to be in all dimensions. 
Such as spiritual growth, numerical growth, physical and structural 
developments, growth in financial strength, and in mission and 
ministry.  STEC is seen as a family church, and we have maintained a 
tradition of not going to the polls, though we follow all electoral 
processes. But our concern today is that we need to welcome and 
accommodate worthy people into our congregation. It is true that our 
congregation is floating, but still, we need to have people who would 
be regular worshippers and members. We surely need to grow in 
numbers. 
 
We hear of the Covid wave still present in the western world. This 
variant may have an impact on our country too. We all have gone 
through this menace and havoc. Here the first and foremost thing is, 
not to panic. Never should anyone feel depressed or unnecessarily 
alarmed. We need to have our past experience as our resource. The 
second is to take the necessary precautions such as the standard 
operating procedures for prevention and cure. The third is to be 
strengthened in our faith, by prayer and devotion. I wish and pray 
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that this pandemic would not hinder basic life, mobility, 
relationships, and our economics and income. 
 
Wish you all once again a very prosperous and safe New Year. 
 

Yours in His Joyful Service, 
 

Rev. J. Paul Sudhakar 
Presbyter-in-charge and Chairman 

 
 

 

 

 

 

JOIN US! 

 
 

 

We need volunteers to help us with: 
 

• Writing reports and articles for the EanMe 

• Co-ordinating / proof-reading the articles 

• Creating content for social media 
 
Please get in touch with us, or write to us at 
stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com if you are interested 
in taking up these responsibilities. 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com
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AU REVOIR, UNCLE MANO 
 
 
 

Padma Shri Manohar Devadoss – known for his intricate pen-and-
ink drawings and books –was a regular worshipper here at STEC and 
a contributor to the EanMe. 
 
While scrolling through his obituaries on Facebook, a comment 
likening him to the poet John Milton, who was also blind, caught my 
attention. It prompted me to go back and read Milton’s famous 
sonnet ‘On his blindness,’ and I couldn’t help but marvel at the 
similarities between the two creative stalwarts. The poem goes, 
 

When I consider how my light is spent 
Ere half my days in this dark world and wide, 
And that one talent which is death to hide 
Lodg'd with me useless, though my soul more bent 
To serve therewith my Maker, and present 
My true account, lest he returning chide, 
"Doth God exact day-labour, light denied?" 
I fondly ask. But Patience, to prevent 
That murmur, soon replies: "God doth not need 
Either man's work or his own gifts: who best 
Bear his mild yoke, they serve him best. His state 
Is kingly; thousands at his bidding speed 
And post o'er land and ocean without rest: 
They also serve who only stand and wait." 

 
Like Milton, though Manohar uncle endured many hardships and 
setbacks, he soldiered on, using the creative gifts that God had given 
him. And he served God in his own way, inspiring and touching the 
lives of those around him. 
 
When I approached him to speak on video for our 175th-anniversary 
documentary, he agreed enthusiastically, sharing his wedding 
pictures and a rare video from the 60s of the church premises. His 
enthusiasm and excitement rubbed off on me too! It is indeed rare to 
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find someone so immensely talented and gifted, who is also so 
invested in what others do, however small or mediocre that may be. 
 
Uncle was also a gracious host, whenever I visited him either to 
collect pictures of his drawings that we used on the cover of the 
EanMe, or to return them, - he always offered me something to eat. It 
was indeed a privilege to write about him for The Hindu Metroplus. 
 
“A merry heart is like a medicine,” says Proverbs 17:22, and this was 
what kept uncle going through all the valley moments in his life. He 
had a ready wit that we often experienced after the Sunday morning 
service when he would hang around for coffee fellowship. Uncle had 
a nickname for most of us – and he would greet us with the same! 
His ability to recollect and narrate incidents was phenomenal as he 
had a very sharp memory and keen powers of observation. 
 
I personally loved listening to all his stories, from his time at the 
American College Madurai, and later at Oberlin College, USA and the 
moment he came face to face with Michelangelo’s David at Florence, 
and made a pencil sketch of it. His passion for art fascinated even a 
non-artist like me, and I learnt so much about it just by talking to 
him. He truly was a generous wellspring of information and 
knowledge. I will surely miss his monthly feedback on the EanMe – 
especially his “hello fabulous!” at the other end of the line. 

 
Fabiola Jacob 

 
 
 

 
 

“Read the Bible, my friends, as if 
you were seeking for something of 
value.  It is a good deal better to 
take a single chapter, and spend a 
month on it, than to read the Bible 
at random for a month.” 

– D.L. Moody 
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Gracing our cover this month is The Moody 
Church in Chicago, Illinois, USA, 
photographed by Latha & Chittaranjan 
Soundarapandian. 
 
About the Church 
It was our privilege and pleasure to visit The 
Moody Church and to attend the church service 

there on 2nd October 2022, during our visit to Chicago. 
 
The Moody Church (TMC), dedicated in November of 1925, is one of 
the largest Romanesque churches in the US – a bridge between the 
Catholic Cathedrals and the Protestant Churches. The design was 
inspired by the Hagia Sophia in Istanbul. The Church was rebuilt 
nearly four times. Now, people from more than 70 countries worship 
at TMC. 
 
The origins of TMC start with Dwight Lyman Moody, a travelling 
shoe salesman from Massachusetts, who began a Sunday School 
mission for underprivileged children in Chicago in 1858. D.L. 
Moody’s whole life changed when a Sunday School teacher visited 
him at work and challenged him to acknowledge Christ as His 
Saviour and Lord. At the age of 17, he gave his life to Jesus at the 
back of that shoe store. God ignited in his heart a passion for 
evangelism and sharing the good news of God’s grace. (More on D L 
Moody in ‘Missionary Spotlight’ on page 14). 
 
Auditorium 
The Auditorium is the largest non-columned auditorium in Chicago, 
and near acoustically perfect when built (everyone can see and hear 
the Word being preached). TMC seats approximately 3,500 and is a 
curved seating, so the pulpit is visible from every seat –all lines are 
drawn to the pulpit. There is no altar or crucifixes – the focus is on 
God’s Word and the Living Christ, with Scripture passages adorning 
the church in various places as decoration. 
 
The church was built at a time when men wore stovepipe hats like 
Abraham Lincoln, and they could put the brim in a wire rack under 
the seat. 
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Stained Glass Windows 
There are 36 large windows, donated in memory of various pastors 
and laymen. No two are identical, though all follow a similar floral 
design. 
 
Balcony 
One of the earliest examples of a cantilevered balcony, it is curved to 
provide optimal viewing of the pulpit. There are 365 decorative 
reliefs around the balcony – one for each day of the year. 
 
Organ 
The organ was added in 1929, refurbished in the 1950s, and then 
redone after the arson fire in 1986. This is a four-manual Reuter 
Organ. The visible gold pipes are only decorative in nature. There are 
a total of 4,400 pipes and 54 ranks. 
 
The Bell 
TMC bell was made by Jones and Company Bell Foundry in Troy, 
NY. It weighs 3,500 pounds and is 56” in diameter, tuned in the keys 
of D Flat and E. 

 Latha & Chittaranjan Soundarapandian 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Put them in your heart-bank – memorize and use them! 
 
1. For I know the plans I have for you – Jeremiah 29:11 
2. Great is your faithfulness. – Lamentations 3:23 
3. “Behold, I am making all things new.” – Revelation 21:5 
4. My God will hear me. – Micah 7:7 
5. You crown the year with your bounty – Psalm 65:11 

Shobana Soundarapandian 
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THIS VESSEL CANNOT BE 

BROKEN 
 

 
In our house, many kinds of vessels we can find, 
Some break easily, and others are not the breaking kind; 
To the breakable vessels, we give more care, 
But the others we handle roughly and they can bear. 
 
Paul was a chosen vessel of Christ for the Gentile Ministry, 
Christ met him on the way to Damascus to show His Mastery; 
Paul was battered and persecuted for spreading Christ’s 
Gospel, 
Persecution did not deter him from being a chosen vessel. 
 
We are also vessels by Him chosen, 
Many humans tend to be easily broken; 
If we get filled with the Holy Spirit, 
We can also do God’s work without fear, that will give us 
credit. 
 
Do you want to be a chosen vessel to be bold? 
Then give yourself to Jesus to mould and hold; 
You may face hardship and even death, 
But working for the Lord will give you credit and crowns for 
your head. 

Prema Jayasundar 

 
 

 
“Out of 100 men, one will read the Bible, the other 99 will read the 
Christian.” 

― D.L. Moody 
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CHRISTMAS TREASURE HUNT 
 
 

 

Congratulations to the winners! 
 

1. Kavita Edward 
2. Felicia William 
3. Caroline Roopsingh 

 
Thanks to all those who participated in the contest. Here are the 
answers: 
1. Who gave ‘San Thome’ its name?  

The Portuguese 
2. In which country was the carol ‘Silent Night’ written?  

Austria 
3. Which year did Robert Carver arrive in Madras? From where did 
he come?  

1824 – from Jaffna, Ceylon 
4. Where did Robert Carver conduct his services in San Thome 
before STEC was built? 

At the Wesleyan Chapel in San Thome, which is now St. 
Thomas Tamil Church.  
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5. Martin Luther is traditionally associated with which Christmas 
tradition?  

The Christmas Tree 
6. What was originally in the place where our church now stands? 

Bowyer’s Tannery 
7. Name the Bishop who consecrated STEC. 

Rt. Rev. George Spencer 
8. Who created the first live Christmas crib?  

Saint Francis of Assisi 
9. What was St. Thomas English Church originally called? 

St. Thomas by the Sea 
10. Who did Mary Anderson Carver (Robert Carver’s daughter) 
marry? 

G U Pope 
11. The tune of ‘Carol of the Bells’ is based on a traditional folk chant 
from which country?  

Ukraine 
12. Who was Thomas Robson? Where can you find his name in our 
church? 

Organ maker – his name is on the Pipe Organ 
13. What is the Bible verse engraved on the brass plate at the bottom 
of the pulpit? 

Mark 4:9 – “He that hath ears to hear, let him hear.” 
14. “For lo!, the days are hastening on, 
By prophet bards foretold,” – name the carol. 

"It Came Upon the Midnight Clear.”  
15. Who gave the ‘EanMe’ – our Church newsletter - its name? 

Rev. Honest Chinniah.! 
 
 

 
“All the churches in the world can’t save a soul.  It is not to have faith 
in this church or that church, this doctrine or that doctrine, this man 
or that man, but it is to have faith 
in the man Christ Jesus at the right 
hand of God.  That is the only faith 
that will ever save a soul.” 

– D.L. Moody 
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‘HIDE THEM IN YOUR HEART' 
–  A SCRIPTURE CHALLENGE! 

 
 
 

 
Can you memorize Psalm 6 before 29 January 2023? 
 
If this offer appeals to you, please approach Roshan 
Soundarapandian (Mobile No: 98403 88365) - a surprise awaits you! 
 
The winners will be announced in next month's EanMe! Of course, 
prizes would follow! 
 
Anyone can rise to the opportunity - no age limit – all the best!  
 
Why the Scripture Challenge? 
This challenge, to hide God’s Word in your heart, would add 
adequate blessings to your life. The Word of God brings us wisdom, 
strength and hope. It gives assurance, solace, power and authority. 
Above all, we will enjoy peace of mind. 
 
When we know God’s Word and obey it, we are able to experience 
His love in a more personal manner. The deeper our relationship 
with God, the clearer His will for our lives will become. 
 
Romans 12:2 says that when we renew our minds and are 
transformed, we will be able to discern what is the will of God, what 
is good and acceptable and perfect. 
 
So come, let's indulge in this overwhelming experience! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
WINNERS:  
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Name 
  

Aug 
2022 

Sep 
2022 

Oct 
2022 

Nov 
2022 

Dec 
2022 

Aggreg
ate 

Psalm 
32 

Psalm 
43 

Psalm 
30 

Psalm 
41 

Psalm 
4 

Beatrice Tabitha      7 

Bernice Tanya      7 

Edil Melchizedek    - - 2 

Felicia William      12 

Iris Manoharan      12 

Jadon Titus Muller -  -   10 

Jemima Thilagan    -  12 

Jeremy Roopsingh      12 

Johnsson Jaden 
Dhyriam 


    12 

Jonathan Ethan 
Dhyriam 

 
    12 

Jonathan 
Roopsingh 


    12 

Joshua Emmanuel      12 

Judah Benjamin      4 

Keturah 
Manoharan 

 - -  - 9 

Kezia Regan  - - - - 4 

Manya Lily 
Malhotra 


    12 

Natalia Regan  - - - - 5 

Priya Muller -   -  10 

Rachel Thiraviaraj -   - - 7 

Ranjini Inbaraj      12 

Rohan Abraham 
Stanley 


    12 

Santhosh Dhyriam      12 

Shekinah Dhyriam      12 

Shreya Dhyriam      12 

Zoey Emmanuel      12 
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D L MOODY 

THE EVANGELIST 
 
 
 

Dwight Lyman Moody was perhaps the most remarkable Christian 
layman America ever produced. He was born in Northfield, 
Massachusetts, on February 5, 1837 and died on December 22, 1899. 
The Moody family was poor, and the situation became even worse 
when their father died in 1841, leaving their mother with seven 
children. Twins were born to her just a month after her husband 
died. 
 
When Moody was seventeen years old, he went to Boston to work in 
his uncle’s shoe store. Sam Holton made his nephew promise that he 
would attend Sunday School and church which young Dwight 
dutifully did. 
 
On April 25, 1855, Edward Kimball visited Moody at the store and led 
him to faith in Jesus Christ. Moody was nineteen years old, a hard 
worker and a growing Christian; and like Joseph in Egypt, he 
prospered because the Lord was with him. 
 
Early Ministry 
In the summer of 1858, Moody taught his growing Sunday School 
class on the shores of Lake Michigan. When winter set in, he moved 
them into an old, abandoned saloon on Market Street. By 1859, there 
were one thousand pupils in Moody’s Sunday School, and the 
creative ministry of the leader had won him the title “Crazy Moody”. 
 
Moody prospered as a shoe salesman and had saved $7,000 – quite a 
sum in that day! He decided that it was time he thought about 
marriage. He had noticed a lovely Christian girl teaching in the 
Sunday School. Her name was Emma Revell, and her father had been 
a British shipbuilder who had come to America to make a new 
beginning. Dwight and Emma were engaged in 1860, and on August 
28, 1862, they were married. 
 
During his ministry, Moody would visit Britain seven times, and his 
fourth visit would last more than two years and result in thousands 
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coming to Christ. During that first visit, Moody had practically no 
public ministry. He went to the Metropolitan Tabernacle and heard 
Charles Spurgeon preach and was greatly moved by the message 
from an “untrained man” like himself. 
 
Moody and Sankey 
In 1870 Moody made a second trip to Britain. That same year, at the 
“Y” convention in Indianapolis, he heard Ira Sankey sing and decided 
he was just the man he needed for his own ministry. It took six 
months to convince Sankey that evangelism was his calling, but the 
man finally yielded, and the team of “Moody and Sankey” were born. 
(Read ‘Heroes of the Faith’ on page 22) 
 
Later Moody said that the Chicago fire had taken from him 
“everything but my reputation and my Bible.” The Moody family 
found refuge with Horatio Spafford, the author of the hymn “It is 
well with My Soul.” When a well-meaning friend said, “Moody, I hear 
you lost everything!” Moody opened his Bible to Revelation 21:7 and 
said, “Well, you understood wrong. I have a good deal more than I 
lost!” He read the verse: “He that overcometh shall inherit all things; 
and I will be His God” 
 
Perhaps this is a good place to mention the history of the church that 
Mr Moody founded in 1864. It was originally called the Illinois Street 
Independent Church, with Mr Wheeler as the pastor. Moody had 
many friends who enjoyed assisting in the work, so there was always 
somebody in the pulpit. Often Moody did the preaching himself. 
 
Beginning in 1889, the newly founded Chicago Evangelistic Society 
(later Moody Bible Institute) used the church’s facilities. 
 
Winning for God 
Moody made another trip to Britain in 1872. On October 19, just a 
few weeks before Moody and Sankey arrived, the leading “spiritual 
giant” of Scotland, Dr. R. S. Candlish, had predicted that there would 
come to Scotland “a great blessing which should not be despised, 
though it come strangely”. Moody and Sankey were the “strange” 
bearers of that blessing. On February 8 the campaign moved to 
Glasgow, but all was not well. One of Scotland’s most famous 
preachers, the Reverend John Kennedy (“The Spurgeon of the 
Highlands”), opposed Mr. Moody’s ministry. Not all of the leading 
clergy were opposed to the campaign, however, among them the 
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saintly Andrew Bonar, wrote, “The tide of revival in Edinburgh has 
been stirring up all of us,” in his journal on January 1, 1874. 
 
On August 4, 1875, Moody left for home, arriving in the United States 
ten days later. It had been a triumphant campaign for Christ. He had 
won the battle for Britain. 
 
What was the secret of their success, not only in their British 
Campaign but also in their ministry in general? 
 
1) To begin with, Moody was a Spirit-filled man who was burdened 
for souls. He had no interest in making money. 
2) The meetings were undergirded with prayer. The noon prayer 
meeting was the most important meeting of the day for Moody. 
3) He worked in and through the church and encouraged ministers to 
forget their minor differences and work together to win the lost. 
4) Moody used the Bible and kept the Bible before the people. During 
the two years of the British campaign, publishers could hardly keep 
up with the demand for Bibles. 
5) Everybody knew that Ira Sankey’s music was a key factor in the 
blessing of God at the meetings. Both Moody and Sankey were 
courageous enough to use new hymns and gospel songs in spite of 
the opposition of the traditionalists. 
 
Dr A.T. Pierson estimated conservatively that Moody brought the 
gospel to 100 million people during his lifetime – without radio, 
television, or even a public address system. 
 
God can still do that today in our land or in any land. Henry Varley’s 
words are still true: “The world has yet to see what God can do with 
and for and through and in a man who is fully and wholly 
consecrated to Him.” 

Chittaranjan Soundarapandian 

(Excerpts from the book ‘50 People Every Christian Should 
Know’ – Warren Wiersbe.) 
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THE POWER OF 
PRAYER 

 
 
 
Do you have a prayer point that you would like to share with 
our Church prayer group?  
 
Please mail it to us at stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com or 
drop it in the box at the main door of our Church, so that it can 
be included in the prayer list. 
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I KNOW WHOM I HAVE 

BELIEVED 
 
 

“It’s not what you know, it’s who you know”. 
That’s what we say when job hunting, but it’s 

also a foundational Christian truth. You can study an entire lifetime 
to try to discover who God is, and how to reach Him. But it all comes 
down to one question: Do you know Jesus? 
 
As a POW during the Civil War, Daniel Whittle began reading the 
New Testament his mother had given him as he marched off to war, 
and he committed his life to Jesus Christ. 
 
After the war, Whittle was promoted to the rank of Major, and then 
became a successful businessman. In 1873, he began preaching in 
evangelistic services and for a quarter century, he led revivals 
throughout the United States. He also encouraged some of the 
leading songwriters of his time and wrote many hymns himself, 
including `Showers of blessing’ and `Moment by moment’. Whittle 
penned this hymn in 1883, perhaps thinking back to questions he 
had asked during his imprisonment. There were still many things he 
didn’t know, but he certainly did know Jesus. 
 

I know not why God’s wondrous grace to me He hath made known, 
Nor why, unworthy, Christ in love redeemed me for His own. 
 
But I know Whom I have believed, and am persuaded that He is 
able 
To keep that which I’ve committed unto Him against that day. 
 
I know not how this saving faith to me He did impart,  
Nor how believing in His Word, wrought peace within my heart. 
 
I know not how the Spirit moves convincing men of sin, 
Revealing Jesus through the Word, creating faith in Him. 
 
I know not when my Lord may come, at night or noonday fair, 
Nor if I’ll walk the vale with Him, or `meet Him in the air’. 
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CHRISTMAS ROUNDUP 
 
 
 
 

‘Bethlehem Buddies’ – the Sunday School Christmas Play 
 
"The most wonderful time of the year" in STEC, began with the 
Christmas play by the Sunday school on 4 December 2022. With a 
lovely skit that had well-written narrations, song and dance, it truly 
was a great way to begin the Christmas season, with all its 
festivities. 
 
The program began with the opening prayer in Korean by Mr. 
Wesley, who has been worshipping in our church for a year now. 
The play, titled "Bethlehem buddies", followed the story of Mr and 
Mrs Mordecai, keepers of the inn, and their bunch of loyal helpers 
who are overworked and tired. All they want is a job that allows 
them to work for the Lord. It so happens that a pregnant Mary, 
along with Joseph, knocks on the door of this inn. Though told to 
leave by Mr and Mrs Mordecai on account of there being no room 
for them, the helpers have pity on them and allow them to stay at 
the stable. 
 
Unbeknownst to them, the Saviour of the world is born in that little 
stable. The angels appear to the shepherds (who are very surprised 
at being chosen for this high honour of visiting a King), followed by 
the wise men, who followed a star to reach the King. 
 
There were many individual elements to this program that made it 
so good. To name a few, the dance by the little angels, the perfect 
narrations, the song choices, and the fantastic set design are a few 
that come to mind. Special mention should be made of the fantastic 
silambam performance by Santosh. A word of appreciation to the 
teachers who put so much effort into training the children. 
 
It was lovely to see the participation of everyone in this program, 
showcasing the talents God has given them. As the message of the 
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skit goes, God uses us even in our seemingly mundane and ordinary 
lives to do great things for Him! 

Aria Anna Manoharan 
 
Gifts for CSI School for the Hearing and Speech Impaired 
 
As part of our gift Sunday celebrations on the 10th of Dec,2022, we 
visited the CSI school for the hearing and speech impaired at 3.30 
pm. After sorting and loading the gifts into various cars, we left the 
church campus and reached the school where we were welcomed by 
the staff.  After the opening prayer by Mrs Prema Samuel, we sang a 
few action songs and the children joined us. This was followed by a 
program by the school children. The girls performed a wonderful 
dance, and the boys enacted an awesome pantomime. We were 
amazed by their talent. Pastor Amma Mrs Susanna narrated the 
story of Christmas, and the children enjoyed the story and 
responded correctly when questions were asked. A brief Christmas 
message was shared by Dr Rabinder Boaz. 
 
With generous contributions from our church members, we were 
able to purchase Jamakalams and a bag containing the following 
items: a towel, toothbrush, toothpaste, soap, coconut oil, comb, 
pencils, erasers, scales, sharpeners, biscuits and chocolates for each 
student and support staff. The happiness and the smiles on the 
faces of the children, after receiving the gifts, were priceless. After 
closing prayer and benediction by Pastor we left the school with the 
joy of being able to share the blessing and love of Jesus with 
everyone.  A special thank you to Dr Rabinder Boaz, Mrs Gemina 
Martin, Mrs Shobana Soundarapandian and Mrs Prema Samuel for 
helping in sorting close to 130 bags in an hour and grateful to Mrs 
Sheeba, Mr. Roshan, Mr. Jaswanth, Ms. Tasha, Dr Caroline Priya, 
Ms. Joanne, Dr Hannah John, Mr. Jonathan, Ms. Anuroopa, Pastor 
amma and Pastor who helped in the distributing the gifts at the 
school. 

Shilpa Malhotra 
 
Carol Service and Campfire 
 
The STEC Choir sang ‘It took a miracle’ – a cantata by John W 
Peterson, arranged by Don Marsh - on 18th December 2022. The 
cantata traced the story of redemption from Christ’s birth in the 
manger to the redemption of man – on the cross. The narration was 
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meaningful, and among the highlights of the evening were 
Cherubina and Roopsingh’s duet, with Tasha’s Bible narration, and 
Aria’s melodious lullaby, ‘Sleep Holy Child.’ Thanks to Anila and 
the choir for choosing this wonderful theme! 
 
It was a memorable evening of music and fellowship, enjoyed by all 
who were present. Here’s what a few of them had to say: 
 
“I usually wait for the carol service at STEC every year and the 
program just surpasses the performance by the choir in the 
previous year. The cantata ‘It took a miracle’ was rendered 
excellently by the choristers – all kudos to Anila aunty for taking so 
much effort to train everyone. I’m eagerly waiting for Carol Service 
2023!” – Mercy A Kingston 
 
“A very good selection of cantata… from the origin of the coming of 
the saviour to the redemption, the narrations were good.” – Beulah 
Vijayakumar 
 
“A very meaningful selection of songs – the cantata was presented 
very well by the choir, under the able guidance of Mrs. Anila 
Manoharan. Let us look forward to the new year, believing in the 
miracle and waiting for the best and final miracle.” – Mahilini 
Santhosh 
 
“The execution of the songs and solos were exceptional. The hard 
work and practice was very evident. I was very blessed to have sat 
in the pews for this year’s choir performance.” – Arvin Sam 
 
“A stunning performance by the choir highlighting the miracle of 
Jesus’s birth. The narrations were well framed and connected the 
whole cantata beautifully.” – Leah Moses 
 
“It was very meaningful, as we look forward to Jesus coming again 
to claim His own. Let us be prepared.” – Felicia William 
 
“The carols revealed His love, peace and grace… the singing was 
awesome.” – Dr. Chitra Chandran 

 

Collected and compiled by Agnes Samuel 
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IRA D. SANKEY –  

GOSPEL SINGER AND 
COMPOSER 

 
Ira David Sankey was born in the village of Edinburg, 
Pennsylvania in the United States, on August 28, 1840. He was of 
Scotch-Irish ancestry. After some years his father, the Hon. David 
Sankey, and his mother, moved to a farm where young Ira grew 
up assisting in the farm work. In 1857 the family moved to 
Newcastle, Pennsylvania, where he attended high school. Soon 
after arriving in Newcastle, he joined the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. Here he joined the choir. His voice soon began to attract 
attention and crowds of people came into the Sunday school to 
hear the singing. 
 
In 1860 Sankey responded to the call of President Lincoln for 
volunteers and enlisted in the Twelfth Pennsylvania Regiment. 
While in the army he frequently led the singing in the religious 
services. When his term of service as a soldier expired, he 
returned home to assist his father as a collector of internal 
revenue. 
 
In 1863 he married Miss Fanny V. Edwards, who was truly a 
blessing and helpmate to him throughout his entire lifework. 
 
Meeting D L Moody 
Mr Sankey was in possession of a fine voice and his services as a 
gospel singer were in great demand in both Pennsylvania and 
Ohio. 
 
In 1870 he was a delegate to the Y.M.C.A. Convention at 
Indianapolis, Indiana. Here he first met Mr Moody. The singing 
had been rather poor, and Mr Sankey was asked to lead. He began 
by singing the familiar hymn, "There is a fountain filled with 
blood." The congregation joined heartily in the song which put 
new life into the meeting. At the close of the service, the singer 
was introduced to Mr Moody. Mr Sankey describes their meeting 
thus: "As I drew near Mr Moody he stepped forward and taking 
me by the hand looked at me in that keen, piercing fashion of his 
as if reading my very soul. Then he said abruptly, 'Where are you 
from?' 'Pennsylvania,' I replied. 'Are you married?' 'I am.' 'How 
many children have you?' 'Two.' 'What is your business?' 'I am a 
government officer.' 'Well, you'll have to give it up!' I was too 
astonished to make any reply and he went on as if the matter had 
already been decided: 'I have been looking for you for the last 
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eight years. You'll have to come to Chicago and help me in my 
work.'" 
 
In 1871, after a delay of several months and much urging on Mr 
Moody's part, he consented to spend a week with him in Chicago; 
and before the week was over, he resigned from his government 
position and joined forces with him for their life work. Thus 
began the great work of Dwight L. Moody and Ira D. Sankey that 
made the names of Moody and Sankey household words the 
world over. 
 
Singing the Gospel 
Mr Moody's keen intellect foresaw a great future for the young 
singer. He did not sing himself; but he said: "I feel sure the great 
majority of people do like singing. It helps to build up an 
audience — even if you do preach a dry sermon. If you have 
singing that reaches the heart, it will fill the church every time. 
There is more said in the Bible about praise than prayer, and 
music and song have not only accompanied all Scripture revivals 
but are essential in deepening spiritual life. Singing does at least 
as much as preaching to impress the word of God upon people's 
minds. Ever since God first called me, the importance of praise 
expressed in song has grown upon me." 
 
In October 1871, a great fire occurred in Chicago, which 
compelled them to suspend their work for a short time. In 1872 
Mr Sankey moved his family to Chicago. The evangelists then 
accepted an invitation to hold services in Springfield, Illinois. 
Their efforts were crowned with success. 
 
Campaigns in Great Britain  
In 1873 D L Moody and Ira Sankey sailed for England, where they 
held many successful meetings. Gospel songs were something 
new in that country at that time. In Scotland they only used the 
Psalms of David; others were called "human hymns," but with Mr 
Sankey's tact and skill as a singer and evangelist, he soon won the 
hearts of even the bonny Scotland people to sing "human hymns," 
and in such a prayerful spirit that scores were brought into the 
kingdom. 
 
Mr Sankey composed his first gospel song, "Yet There is Room," 
while in Edinburgh, Scotland. Dr Horatius Bonar, who attended 
the meetings, wrote the words. 
 
While holding meetings in London, many prominent people 
attended, including the Hon. Wm. E. Gladstone, Lord Kinnaird, 
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Queen Victoria, the Princess of Wales, and others. They enjoyed 
Mr Sankey's solos, especially "The Ninety and Nine." 
 
The history of the famous "Ninety and Nine" is most 
extraordinary. While in Scotland Mr Sankey found the poem in a 
newspaper he was reading on a train. He clipped the poem and 
put it in his pocket. That very week Mr Moody preached on "The 
Prodigal Son.” And at the end, he asked Mr Sankey to sing 
something appropriate with which to close the service. "I had 
nothing suitable in mind," writes Mr Sankey, "but at that moment 
a voice seemed to say to me, 'Sing the hymn you found on the 
train!' I thought it impossible, but I placed the little slip on the 
organ in front of me, lifted my heart in prayer, and began to sing. 
Note by note the tune was given, and it has not been changed 
from that day to this." 
 
The evangelists remained in Great Britain for two years and held 
meetings in many of the leading cities of England, Scotland and 
Ireland. They returned to America in 1875. 
 
Musical Ministry 
Their first meeting after their return was held at Northfield, 
Massachusetts. Then followed meetings in Brooklyn, 
Philadelphia, New York, Chicago, Boston, St. Louis, and 
hundreds of other cities were visited, not only throughout the 
United States, but in Canada and Mexico, and great good was 
accomplished wherever they laboured. During the years which 
followed the evangelists made several trips to Great Britain. The 
campaign of 1881-1884 was a memorable one. 
 
Mr Sankey had delightful experiences on his visit to the Holy 
Land in 1898. He travelled over the road that Jesus travelled on 
His way to Calvary to die for the sins of the world. He sang on the 
Tower of David while in Jerusalem. He visited many of the 
ancient cities and other places of interest, and wherever he went 
his fine baritone voice was heard singing the songs of salvation. 
 
Mr Sankey was not only a great singer and his own best 
accompanist, but he was also a prolific composer, his original 
work being of a character that instantly commended itself to 
religious audiences. Mr Sankey was one of the authors of the 
famous "Gospel Hymns," and various other hymnals. 
 
Among his most popular songs are: "The Ninety and Nine," "The 
Cross of Jesus," "Jesus of Nazareth," "Onward and Upward," 
"There'll Be No Dark Valley," "Call Them Now," "A Little While," 
"Room For Thee," "A Shelter in the Time of Storm," "Tell It Out," 
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"When the Mists Have Rolled Away," "While the Days Are Going 
By," "Hiding in Thee," etc. 
 
Mr Sankey spent the last few years of his life in blindness. He 
died at his residence in Brooklyn, N. Y., on August 13, 1908. 

 
Excerpted from Biography of Gospel Song and Hymn Writers by 

Jacob Henry Hall.  
Courtesy: www.wholesomewords.org 

 
 

 
 

“The Bible will keep you from 
sin, or sin will keep you from 
the Bible.” 

― D. L. Moody 
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REMEMBERING 
MANOHAR DEVADOSS 

 
 
Padma Shri Manohar Devadoss – the famous artist-writer, 
immortalised in his beautiful pen and ink drawings – passed 
away on 7 December 2022. An ardent reader of the EanMe and 
long-time member at STEC, his funeral service was held in our 
Church on 9 December.  
 
Here are two fond eulogies and a loving tribute to him: 
 
Aniketan’s eulogy at the funeral: 
I may not have my brother’s singing voice or my grandfather’s 
talent for drawing, or the wisdom of my parents, but I stand here 
today so that I may wreath this coffin with a few words. 
 
My grandfather was best known for the amazing books he wrote 
and illustrated, for his extraordinary life story, and for his 
indefatigable charity. But he was also an amazingly talented 
chemist, a passion he did his best to share with me when I was 
younger. When I was 8, he wrote me a letter titled “Carbon – the 
Magical Element,” describing the amazing versatility and 
structural complexity of the molecules formed by element 6. Most 
famously, this innocuous atom is the basis for all life on Earth, 
including ourselves. The beauty of this chemistry – the sheer 
complexity that gives rise to beings like us, is proof to me, and – I 
believe – to him, of the divine. I believe it was the German 
physicist Werner Heisenberg, who said “the first sip of the cup of 
natural sciences will leave you an atheist, but at the bottom, God 
is waiting for you.” 
 
Let us pause to consider this, the miracle of countless billions of 
minute particles, organized into creatures that can think and feel, 
that can weep and grieve with the same force with which they can 
love. And all of them, all of the time, struggling against the 
darkness which seeks to close all, which seeks to render us but 
non-living matter. And this is what he did best - struggle day in 
and day out against the entropy and chaos and changing tides of 
life, bending misfortune to his will, and spreading even in the 
darkest parts of his life, his own light to others. 
 
When his beloved wife, my grandmother, was paralyzed in a 
senseless accident, there was no question of despair, there was no 
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question of submission. He struggled and worked. He did not 
cease from mental fight until he had made a life for them both 
and for their daughter, my mother. She would live 36 years after 
that tragic accident. Even as retinitis pigmentosa clouded his 
eyes, his spirit was unbowed, his creative force undiminished, 
and eight best-selling books were carved from the granite of his 
life. And through all of this, he never surrendered his sense of 
humour, his good cheer, his love of life, his energy and his 
enthusiasm. His house was always one filled with laughter. 
 
But the miracle of life, of self-organized complexity, must come to 
an end for us all. And so it did for him this Wednesday morning. 
One by one, like lights going out, the millions and millions of 
molecular machines that made up his life brought their eight 
decades of work to a close. And now, what lies here with us, is no 
longer Manohar Devadoss. But he lives on in all of us. Because 
that fire, that indomitable spirit with which he fought the 
vicissitudes of life, I believe has taken root with each one of us, so 
that in our darkest winter, we may discover within ourselves an 
unconquerable spring. 
 

Aniketan Pelletier 
(Grandson of Manohar Devadoss) 

 
Tribute to my friend Mano: 
In September this year, Padma Shri Manohar Devadoss was 
invited to declare open the sales of the Annual Thanksgiving 
Festival of our Church. Manohar was in a reminiscent mood and 
he looked back on his association with the church from the time 
he married Mahema in the year 1963. Till she passed away in 
2008 so many events had taken place. In the year 1972 a car 
accident had left Mahema a quadriplegic and Manohar himself 
had started losing eyesight due to a rare eye condition. Manohar 
said that due to God’s grace he had kept his marriage vows made 
in this church, of being faithful to Mahema in sickness and in 
health. That was a poignant moment just before he cut the ribbon 
to set the ball rolling. 
 
During the 1970s, when the family had settled down to an 
extraordinary ‘normal’ routine the Youth Fellowship of our 
church had a special role to play. Singing together was the 
youngsters’ forte. Usually after their meet in the church, a few of 
them – Floyd, Gerald, Paul and Shekar – would proceed to 
Manohar’s home with their guitar and entertain them. Both 
Mahema and Manohar would enjoy interacting with them. 
Sometimes our regular youth meetings would be held in their 
home. As convenors of the Youth Fellowship, Angel and I had the 



 

28 

 

rare privilege of enjoying such experiences. Manohar would 
arrange exotic snacks much loved by the youngsters. Whenever 
the family was in need of help in attending cultural programmes 
in the city, the youngsters would rise to the occasion, pushing the 
wheelchair and making Mahema comfortable. 
 
Manohar and Mahema were an ideal couple made for each other. 
Highly intelligent, both of them knew how to turn the tragedy 
into a triumph. With God’s abundant provision for them, they 
were able to bring normalcy to their abnormal lives. Sujatha their 
daughter had a very normal growing up and she later married 
Michael Pelletier, an American diplomat who went on to serve as 
the US Ambassador to Madagascar. 
 
After Mahema passed away in 2008 there was a void in 
Manohar’s life. But his indomitable spirit could not be kept down. 
He started writing and paid rich tributes to her in a number of 
books illustrated with his own drawings. He was very much in 
love with Mahema. 
 
Manohar became close to the church community. He had many 
friends in the congregation. He had such a zest for life that he 
would think of epithets to suit the persons: ‘fabulous fabi’, ‘pretty 
priya’, ‘crystal christleda’, ‘arumai anila’ and so on. The pandemic 
years were very hard on him. He longed for the church fellowship. 
He liked the EanMe, the church’s monthly magazine. He would 
read the articles and discuss them with Fabiola, the editor. He 
himself contributed articles of his drawings, his experiences such 
as his trip to Delhi to receive the Padma Shri award and so on. 
 
It was a practice of the Women’s Fellowship of the church to visit 
him around Christmas. We’ll have catching up with the news, 
some singing, a message from the Bible and prayer. Manohar will 
be ready to entertain us with mouth organ solos of ‘Abide with 
me’, ‘Jesu joy of man’s desiring’ and so on. And always there will 
be yummy snacks prepared under his guidance like special 
sandwiches and tasty salads. On every occasion, a kolam saying, 
“Welcome to Women’s Fellowship” will adorn the verandah. 
 
Manohar Devadoss had many public engagements where he 
would address groups of students and others. He was very happy 
to speak to the students of the ‘American College, Madurai’, his 
alma mater. His life was a shining inspiration to differently-abled 
people. 
 
He was a many-faceted personality who could rise above the 
circumstances of life. Jesus said, “In this world, you will have 
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tribulations, but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.” So 
true of Manohar and Mahema. RIP Mano. 

Christleda Ponniah 
 
"I thank my God in all my remembrance of you." – 
Philippians 1:3 
 
I have known Manohar Devadoss uncle only for a few years but 
he is someone very special and dear to me. I would get excited 
whenever I saw him in church and looked forward to talking to 
him after service. I would always be overwhelmed by his 
outpouring of love, simplicity and humility. Somehow the fact 
that he was such a big celebrity, a renowned figure in the field of 
arts and writing and a Padma Shri awardee at that, never once 
crossed my mind during our chats. What came across was only a 
warm and affectionate person who wore his heart on his sleeve. I 
was introduced to him as "Pretty Priya" and to my joy, that was 
how he lovingly addressed me. Even Sujit had to introduce 
himself as "Pretty Priya's husband" every time he spoke to uncle. 
That was so much fun! 
 
Uncle had a childlike innocence and enthusiasm. There was 
passion in his voice and a passion in everything he did. But the 
character that struck me the most and which always brought tears 
to my eyes was his unending love for his beloved wife. He always 
was amazingly uninhibited when it came to expressing his love 
for her. Despite years after her passing away, his love never 
dimmed. To remember his wife with such fondness was indeed 
moving. Needless to say, "Mahema" popped up in a lot of our 
conversations. Many a time, he went down memory lane and 
regaled me with old stories and I simply enjoyed listening to him. 
  
Uncle was generous with his words and lavish with his praises. 
He was truly a giver. He loved listening to the choir and singing in 
general. The visit to his house during carol rounds and his 
enjoying our Christmas carols are still fresh in my memory. 
 
The last time I met him after church, I had a sudden urge to take 
a picture with him. But the car was ready and it was time for him 
to leave. And I told Sujit who was next to me, "Next time I should 
definitely take a pic with uncle", not knowing I would never get 
that chance. 
 
Uncle had so many initial setbacks in his life but he didn't allow 
them to deter him, and only came out stronger overcoming all 
obstacles and excelled in art. But what astounds me more is how 
he was cheerful and bubbly and exuberant and zealous and so full 
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of life, without an iota of pride of all that he had achieved, till the 
very end. Oh what an inspiration! 
 
Uncle, I will miss you dearly, your big toothy smile and hearty 
laughter, your bear hug, your radiant warmth, your deep 
beautiful voice calling me "Pretty Priya" and so much more, till 
we meet on the other shore! I can never forget the love you 
showered towards an ordinary me. You will forever be cherished. 

Priya Muller  
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MIRACLE WORKING GOD 

 
I must share a testimony of how good the God we serve is… 
 
The CSI School for the Hearing and Speech Impaired had 
requested 126 numbers of Erode mats (Jamakalams) for their 
students. Since I was given the responsibility of this assignment, I 
collected quotes from various sources. 
 
I had asked a few people to make contributions towards the mat 
and the amount collected for the same was Rs. 2300. The first 
resource I spoke to quoted Rs. 480. I had sourced from this 
person earlier so I knew in terms of quality he would be good but 
found the cost to be quite expensive. I went online to see if there 
were other options that were less expensive when I happened to 
come across a manufacturer in Bhavani (the town where these 
mats are made). 
 
The owner said the best price he could offer was Rs. 380 apart 
from GST and shipping. The manufacturer also quoted more than 
the budget I had in hand. I put down the phone and said in my 
heart, “Lord, I am searching for these mats, everyone is quoting 
way above what I have in hand, you alone know who would sell 
good quality jamakalams at a reasonable price. Please lead me to 
such a person.” 
 
After a few minutes, a name popped up in my head “Bismillah 
Mats”. I recollected that I had ordered coir mats from them the 
previous year for distribution at the same school. I quickly sent 
Mr Rafeeq the owner a message with a picture of the product and 
asked him to get back to me with the price for the best-grade 
mats. I was driving the car when I received a call from the owner 
saying he sells these mats and he told me the price was Rs. 216. I 
almost stopped my car in the middle of the road as I thought I 
was hearing the price wrongly. I asked him if this was the best 
grade and the actual price, and he confirmed that it was! I was 
thanking and praising God because I knew it was He who asked 
me to contact this person and he got it for me at a rate that I had 
the budget for. I quickly informed him that I would like to place 
an order. He said he didn’t have the required quantity with him in 
the shop in Chennai and that he would have to get it from Erode. 
He said I would get it in two days and since it was karthigai 
deepam the manufacturer wouldn’t be able to ship it on the same 
day. He said I would get it by Friday or Saturday (it was to be 
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distributed on 10th Dec). I went ahead and made the advance 
payment that he required.  
 
On Tuesday there was an announcement that a cyclone was 
forming in the Bay of Bengal and that it would hit Chennai on 
Friday. I panicked as that was the day of the delivery and if there 
was a cyclone, I wouldn’t get the items on time. I prayed, asking 
Jesus, “Lord, I need the shipment before the cyclone strikes 
Chennai. There is nothing impossible with you.” I was in touch 
with Mr Rafeeq (the owner of Bismillah Mats) and he assured me 
I would get it by Friday. In my head, I was thinking, ‘Friday is 
when the cyclone is going to cross how will he send it?’ On 
Thursday afternoon I get a call from Mr Rafeeq saying he was at 
church with the mats for delivery. I was amazed at the goodness 
of God. He ensured that I got it before the cyclone just as I had 
wanted. 
 
Our God is an amazing God. The Bible says in 2 Timothy 2:13, “If 
we are faithless, He remains faithful.” He is indeed a miracle-
working God and nothing is impossible for Him. If you are facing 
a situation that seems too difficult to overcome or a problem that 
seems to have no end, just look to Jesus and he is willing to 
answer your prayer, for he is FAITHFUL. 

Shilpa Malhotra 
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DO YOU WANT TO ENJOY 
HEAVEN ON EARTH? 

 

John prayed that he should go to heaven. God replied, "I'll give 
you a box. Whenever you do a good deed, I will drop a gold coin 
in the box. When the coins reach one thousand, you can go to 
heaven! 

So, the next day John fed a hungry man. A coin appeared in the 
box. He was very much delighted and excited. 

The next day, he bought medicine for a sick man. Then he helped 
an old man to cross the road; fed cattle and birds and so on. Coins 
started accumulating in the box and became 999. But John did 
not know about it for he never bothered to count. 

One morning, an old man knocked at his door and requested, "I 
prayed to go to heaven and God advised me to get the box of gold 
coins from you to enable me to go to heaven. Will you please give 
me the box?" 

"Oh," said John, "Please take it!" and handed over the box to him. 
Now it had reached 1,000 gold coins. 

The old man was pleasantly surprised. "You have collected 1,000 
gold coins painstakingly to go to heaven and don't you regret 
giving it away?" he asked. 

"Oh, not at all. I'm already enjoying heaven on earth looking for 
good deeds and fulfilling them. Please take the box!" he said 
firmly. 

The old man disappeared and there stood God. "Continue to do 
good works, my son. When your time is up, you'll be in heaven," 
He said.  

Be on the lookout for good deeds every day and God will be 
mighty pleased.  Consequently, you will experience immense 
happiness and satisfaction leading to a heavenly life here on 
earth! 
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"Heaven on earth is a choice you must make, not a place you must 
find!"--Wayne Dyer 

Bringing heaven to earth is about helping people. Jesus was the 
embodiment of love during His time on earth. He showed 
unconditional love and freely forgave people. (Mark 12:31)  And 
He invites us to do the same. 

The Bible quotes in Matthew 25: 40, "Truly, I say to you, as 
you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you 
did it to me." 

Ventriloquist Shanthakumar 

 
 
 

“Nothing can satisfy the 
longings of the soul but the 
Word of the living God.” 

– D.L. Moody 

 

 

A MERRY HEART IS A GOOD MEDICINE! 

 

Here is a true story… 

I was the substitute youth leader at a local synagogue when two 
boys who were fighting were brought to me. 

They were brothers.  I asked “What is the problem?” 

The first answered, "He called me ugly!” 

The second one said, "That was after you said I had a monkey 
face!" 

I tried very hard not to laugh... they were identical twins! 

Ventriloquist Shanthakumar 
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BIBLE QUIZ FOR ALL 

 
 
 

Searching the Scriptures on a regular and consistent basis has 
several benefits. It reveals God’s character and helps us see God’s 
holy, unchanging, faithful, gracious and loving nature. 
 
Psalm 139: 17 says “How precious to me are your thoughts, O 
God! How vast is the sum of them!” 
 
The purpose of this activity is to bring instruction, conviction, 
correction and training in God’s ways so we can be equipped for 
every good work. It calls for diligent and systematic reading and 
analysis of the prescribed portion in order to gain wisdom. 
 
The quiz is open to participants of all ages. 
 
Answers should be given by the 25th of the month.  Late entries 
will not be considered. Answers should be mailed to 
sheebs@hotmail.com or given to Mrs. Sheeba Roshan in person. 
Names of participants with score will be mentioned in the next 
issue. 
 
Winners will be awarded at the end of the year. 
 
Quiz 1 
 
Portion: 1 Samuel 
 
1. The Philistines carried the Ark into which temple? 
2. What did Samuel do, when the spirit of God came upon him in 
Naioth? 
3. What was Goliath’s height? 
4. Why didn’t Samuel cut his hair? 
5. Who was killed by an arrow? 
6. What did Samuel anoint Saul with? 
7. Who was Saul’s wife? 
8. Where did David cut off the corner of Saul’s cloak? 
9. Where will the wicked be sentenced to? 
10. Where did Hannah dedicate Samuel to religious life??  
 
Kindly provide the reference. 
 

mailto:sheebs@hotmail.com
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Answers to Quiz 12:  
 

1. On the eighth day (Luke 2:21) 
2. No specific animals are mentioned. 
3. Isaiah (Isaiah 7:14) 
4. Luke (Luke 2:14) 
5. Because Jesus means Lord saves and Jesus came for 
that. To save people from sin and death. (Matthew 1:21) 
6. Jeremiah (Matthew 2:17) 
7. Simeon (Luke 2:25,26) 
8. 90 miles – the distance between Nazareth and 
Bethlehem (Luke 2:4) 
9. 6 months (Luke 1:36) 
10. Micah (Micah 5:2) 

 

WINNERS: 
 
Points tally after Quiz 12:   
    
                Dec 2022     Aggregate 

1 Alice Lawrence 10 100 

2 Daniel Inbaraj  10 119 

3 Daryl Christopher Rajiv - 40 

4 Deepathavana Ranjan 10 119 

5 Dorothy Evangeline Joshua  10 117 

6 Esther Jayanthi Surya  10 117 

7 Felicia William 10 120 

8 Hannah Cheryl Daniel 10 120 

9 Jadon Titus Muller 10 100 

10 Jason Travis Daniel  10 120 

11 Jeremy Roopsingh 

 

10 120 

12 Joann Ignatius 10 120 

13 Johnsson Jaden Dhyriam 10 110 

14 Jonathan Ethan Dhyriam 10 110 

15 Jonathan Roopsingh 10 120 

16 Joshua Emmanuel 10 120 

17 Keturah Manoharan 10 90 

18 Kezia Regan  10 90 
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19 Latha Chittaranjan 10 120 

20 Mahilini Santhosh 10 118 

21 Natalia Regan  10 90 

22 Nirmala Naveendhar 10 118 

23 Ranjini Inbaraj 10 119 

24 Rohan Abraham Stanley  10 120 

25 Santosh Dhyriam 10 120 

26 Shekinah Dhyriam 10 120 

27 Shilpa Malhotra 10 120 

28 Shreya Dhyriam 10 120 

29 Tasha Grace  10 120 

30 Zoey Joanna Emmanuel 10 120 
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EPIPHANY 

Epiphany (the visit of the Magi to the 
Christ Child) is celebrated on the 6 
January and marks the end of the 
twelve days of Christmas. 
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We invite you to join, participate in or 
use your time and effort for the 
ministries, fellowships and activities 
of the church.  

 
 

 
Please get in touch with the following people: 
 
 

Sunday School – Grace Rathnam 
Blossoms for Christ (Tamil Sunday School) – Sheeba 
Roshan 
 
Adult Fellowship – Ajit Stanley Moses 
Women’s Fellowship – Vasanthi Premkumar 
Men’s Fellowship – Milton Sigamoney 
 
Rapha (Hospital Ministry) – Zibia Thiraviaraj 
Education Ministry (School) – Gemina Martin 
 
Church Library – Shailaja Henry 
Eco (Garden) – Premalatha Samuel 
 
Choir – Anila Manoharan 
Evangelism – Nirmala Stephen 
 
EānMé, Website Content – Fabiola Jacob 
Facebook, Twitter & Instagram moderation – Fabiola 
Jacob 
Multimedia Production – Aroop Samuel 
Weekly Bulletin (Pew Sheets) – Kavita Edward 
 
 
Write to us at stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com 
mentioning your preferred area of interest, and we will connect 
with you. 
 

 
 
 

mailto:stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com
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CONNECT WITH 
ST. THOMAS ENGLISH 

CHURCH ONLINE 
 

 
 
 

We are on Social Media! 
 
 
Facebook  
Page: @StThomasEnglishChurch  
‘Like’ our Church page on Facebook to stay updated 
 
 
Group: https://www.facebook.com/CSI St. Thomas English 
Church, Santhome 
Join our Church group on Facebook to connect with each 
other and share / view pictures of church events 
 
 
Instagram 
Handle: @csi_stec 
Follow our Church Instagram handle to stay updated 
 
 
Twitter 
Handle: @CSI_STEC 
Follow our Church Twitter handle to stay updated 
 
 
YouTube 
Channel: St. Thomas English Church, Santhome 
Subscribe to our Church YouTube channel to participate in the 
livestreamed worship services.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/StThomasEnglishChurch/
https://www.facebook.com/
https://www.instagram.com/csi_stec/
https://twitter.com/CSI_STEC
https://www.youtube.com/c/StThomasEnglishChurchSanthome


 

41 

 

 

 

STEC UPDATES 

 

 

 

Baptism 

Zac Immanuel – son of Mrs Patience Richard and Mr 
Robin Richard – was baptised on 11 December 2022. 

 

Wedding 

Ms Curie Hudson married Mr Melvin Sam Kumar on 
26 December 2022. 

 

Eternal Rest 

Mr Manohar Devadoss slept in the Lord on 7 December 
2022. 

Mrs Hannah Devairakkam slept in the Lord on 13 
December 2022. 

 

 
 

“He who kneels the most, 
stands the best.” 

― D.L. Moody 
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EANME AND YOU 

 
Why EānMé? 
‘EānMé’ – literally meaning “unless” in Greek – has its roots in 
St. Thomas the Apostle’s words of doubt. It is based on his 
famous words to the Risen Lord in St. John 20:25: “…Unless I see 
in His hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the 
print of the nails, and put my hand into His side, I will not 
believe.” 
 
‘Unless’ or ‘except’ in the King James Version is translated from 
the Greek word ‘EānMé’ εανμε (eh-an’ may) meaning: before, 
but, except, not or unless. 
  
You can contribute 
We welcome your original contributions to the EānMé in the form 
of articles (word limit: 840), poems, Protestant church pictures 
for the cover, or information relevant to the season. Please send 
your entries by hard / soft copy to reach the STEC church office 
via email to stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com or 
csistec1842@gmail.com by the 20th of every month. 
 
You can read the current issue of EānMé online at 
http://www.santhomeenglishchurch.org/. A few earlier issues 
have been archived on `CSI St. Thomas English Church’ 
Facebook page. 
 
Travelling on work or vacation? Don’t forget to click a 
picture! 
If you happen to visit or see a beautiful, historic Protestant 
church that you think should be on our EānMé cover, please click 
a hi-res picture and e-mail it, along with a short note about the 
Church, to stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com 
 
Share your feedback 
Do you have a comment on the articles, a fresh new idea or 
feedback about the EanMe that you would like to share with other 
readers? Mail it to the editor at 
stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com with ‘EanMe Mailbox’ in the 
subject. The best letters will be published in the next issue of the 
EanMe. 
 
 
 

mailto:stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com
mailto:csistec1842@gmail.com
mailto:stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com
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 FELLOWSHIP PROGRAMMES 
 

Sunday School  : 

English: Sunday – 8:00 am 
(during service) 
Tamil: Sunday – 4:30 pm 
(currently suspended due to 
pandemic) 

Women’s 
Fellowship 

: Saturday - 4:30 pm online 

Men’s Fellowship : Thursday - 6:30 pm online 

Adults’ Fellowship  : Saturday – 6:30 pm online 

Hospital visit  : 
II Sunday - 10:15 am (currently 
suspended due to pandemic) 

   

 

 
 
PASTORATE  
COMMITTEE 
MEMBERS 
 

Mr. Bright Joseph D. 
Mr. Ranjan Selvakumar C. 
Mr. Roshan Soundarapandian 
Mr. Santhakumar S. 
Mr. Wesley Isaac P. 
Mrs. Saroja Bai Godwin 
Mrs. Shilpa Nisha Malhotra 

   

  

 

 
The Rt. Rev. Dr. J. George Stephen 

Bishop in Madras 
 

Rev. J. Paul Sudhakar 
Chairman and Presbyter-in-charge 

 
Mr. Milton Sigamoney 
Mr. Ajit Stanley Moses 

Lay Readers 

    Dr. S. Rabinder Boaz 
    Secretary 

Mrs. Gemina Martin 
Treasurer 
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WORSHIP SERVICES – PLAN FOR JANUARY 2023 

Date and 
Time 

Day Services and 
Preacher 

Theme Stewards for Bible 
Reading and 

Offertory 

1.1.2023 
 
8:00 am 
 
 

New Year Day  
 

The Second 
Sunday of 
Christmas  

 
Family 
Sunday 

 
Sung Eucharist 
Sermon: Rev. J. 
Paul Sudhakar 
 
 

 
Family as faith-
forming space  

 

Genesis 27:11-29 
Psalm 127 
I John 2:7-17 
St. Matthew 12:46-50 
 
Mr. & Mrs. Sam 
Manoharan  
 

8.1.2023 
 
7.00 am 
 
 
 
8.15 am 
 
 
 
6.00 pm 

 
The First 
Sunday of 
Epiphany  

 
The Baptism of 

Christ 
 

Covenant 
Sunday 

 
Holy Eucharist 
Sermon: Rev. J. 
Paul Sudhakar 
 
Sung Matins  
Sermon: Mrs. Grace 
Rathnam 
 
Holy Eucharist 
Sermon: Rev. J. 
Paul Sudhakar 

 
 
 

God’s revelation 
to all 

Isaiah 60: 1 – 7  
Psalm 98 
Hebrews 1: 1 – 12  
St. Mathew 8: 5 – 13  
 
Mr. & Mrs. Jaswanth 
Soundarapandian 
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Date and 
Time 

Day Services and 
Preacher 

Theme Stewards for Bible 
Reading and 

Offertory 

15.1.2023 
 
7.30 am 
 
 
 
6.00 pm 

 
The Second 
Sunday of 
Epiphany  

 
 

 
Sung Eucharist 
Sermon: Rev. J. 
Paul Sudhakar 
 
Evensong 
Sermon: Rev. J. 
Paul Sudhakar 
 

 
 

Called to Unity 

Ezekiel 37: 15 – 23 
Psalm 133 
Ephesians 4: 1 – 6  
St. John 15: 1 – 12  
 
Mr. & Mrs. Roshan 
Soundarapandian 

22.1.2023 
 
7:30 am 
 
 
 
6.00 pm 

 

The Third 
Sunday of 
Epiphany 

Ecumenical 
Sunday 

 
Sung Eucharist 
Sermon: Rev. J. 
Paul Sudhakar 
 
Evensong 
Sermon: Rev. J. 
Paul Sudhakar 
 

 
 

Unity in faith 
and action 

Joshua 3: 9 – 17  
Psalm 53 
Acts 9: 20 – 25  
St. Mark 1: 21 – 34  
 
Mrs. Prema Samuel 
and family 
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Date and 
Time 

Day Services and 
Preacher 

Theme Stewards for Bible 
Reading and 

Offertory 

29.1.2023 
 
7:30 am 
 
 
 
6.00 pm 

 

The Fourth 
Sunday of 
Epiphany 

 
Sung Eucharist 
Sermon: Rev. J. 
Paul Sudhakar 
 
Evensong 
Sermon: Rev. J. 
Paul Sudhakar 
 

 
 

True piety 

Micah 6: 1 – 8  
Psalm 42 
James 1: 19 – 27  
St. Mathew 6: 1 – 8  
 
Mr. & Dr. Mrs. T. 
Ignatius  
 

1.2.2023 
 
6:30 am 

 
First day of the 

month 

 
Holy Eucharist 
Sermon: Rev. J. 
Paul Sudhakar 
 

 
I desire You 

more 

 
Psalm 73: 13 – 28  




