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 Dearly Beloved, 

 
Greetings in the name of the newborn child of 
Bethlehem. 
 
We have now come into the season of Advent for 
this year. The time of Christmas draws us to think 

and reflect upon various aspects such as the final coming of the Lord, 
the peace and goodwill among people and nature, the love towards 
those who are in darkness (of various sorts) etc. and it would be 
wrong if we just concentrate on the festivities and celebrations. 
 
St. Thomas English Church has a tradition of many activities, such as 
the carol services, the Children’s Christmas program, and the parish 
dinner which coincides with the church anniversary and carol 
rounds. 
 
Other than the church programmes, the following activities need our 
attention. Our church school Christmas program is when children 
from various religious backgrounds are given an opportunity to 
experience the Christmas celebrations. The resident students of the 
CSI School for the Deaf are given an opportunity to celebrate 
Christmas along with us when we take time to share some utilities 
with them as gifts. Our visually handicapped friends from the 
Mission to the Blind have an opportunity to come and share with us 
during the worship service and we in turn give them a retiring 
offertory. Also as the STEC community, we will share this Christmas 
joy and of the New Year with people who are in the villages. The 
village ‘Sengundram’, of Devandavakkam pastorate, has been the 
mission centre for us. We take time to do a Christmas program, 
distribute dress materials and provide Lunch for them. These are the 
few notable mission work that we have in hand, other than the rest 
such as the distribution of sarees, dhotis, towels etc. to those who 
come to us from villages seeking help. 
 
Friends, at this juncture, I would like to bring all this to your 
attention for two reasons. The first is our involvement and 
participation in these programs and activities, and the second is 
seeking kind cooperation and generous contribution towards 
meeting all the needs of this program. Generally, we distribute covers 
in our church for all these expenditures where the total contribution 
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is utilized for the needs. You may choose one such event that you can 
sponsor. Please do let the Pastor know where and how you would like 
to contribute. 
 
This Christmas season, I wish and pray that the Messiah who 
incarnated in Bethlehem would be born in our hearts, homes and in 
all places where we are engaged in. Particularly, at this time of 
mistrust, hatred, threat, torture and killing for our religious 
affiliation and conviction, we need to pray for a deeper commitment, 
solidarity, love and forgiveness so that the purpose of Christ coming 
to this world would materialize. 
 
May the warmth of this season fill your hearts and home. Have a 
blessed Christmas and a happy New Year. 

Yours in His Joyful Service, 
 

Rev. J. Paul Sudhakar 
Presbyter-in-charge and Chairman 

 
 

 

 

JOIN US! 

 
 

 

We need volunteers to help us with: 
 

• Writing reports and articles for the EanMe 

• Co-ordinating / proof-reading the articles 

• Creating content for social media 
 
Please get in touch with us, or write to us at 
stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com if you are interested 
in taking up these responsibilities. 

mailto:stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com
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180 YEARS OF BLESSINGS 
 
 
 

It is not hard to imagine a sunny, breezy Saturday morning in 
December, 180 years ago, when the faithful gathered to consecrate 
this rather simple yet charming church to the glory of God. The 
congregation back in 1842 comprised of the British elite in Madras, 
who lived in stately bungalows and garden houses along the banks of 
the Adyar river. The Governor of Madras was one of them, and he 
had his own pew here. 
 
It all began in the 1800s when San Thomé (Santhome) was a sleepy 
suburb around the old Portuguese Fort St. Thoma. As the Europeans 
preferred the coastal air to the dry heat of interior Madras, many 
built their houses here. Santhome was also a sanatorium for sick 
officers who came here to recuperate. Fort St. Thoma and the 
surrounding areas were a mission field of the SPCK’s (Society for 
Promoting Christian Knowledge) Vepery Mission. 
 
Our founding Missionary 
In 1824, Robert Carver, a Wesleyan missionary who was just 
recovering from the personal tragedy of losing his young wife in 
childbirth, and being left with an infant daughter to care for, was 
posted to Santhome. Robert Carver started his mission efforts in full 
earnest and soon he became a favourite of the British residents, as 
well as the domiciled Eurasians and Indian Christians at Santhome. 
Rev. Frank Penny in his book ‘The Church in Madras’, records that 
Carver “was much liked personally…” Carver went back to England 
only once – in 1834 – when he married Frances Moore Adams, who 
soon learnt to speak the native language and joined her husband in 
missionary work. Robert and Frances had two sons, but only the 
eldest Robert William Ind survived. 
 
When Bishop Turner of Calcutta visited St. Thoma in 1830, he saw 
many Europeans living here and the need for a proper Church for 
them to worship. Bishop Turner made a grant for the purchase of a 
site. After a brief lull, the Church building project gained momentum 
under Robert Carver and he was ordained deacon and priest in 1842. 
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On December 10, 1842, ‘St. Thomas by the Sea’ was consecrated by 
the Bishop of Madras in the presence of the Metropolitan (Rt. Rev. 
Daniel Wilson). Just 2 years later, in 1845, Carver died of a brain 
fever resulting from sunstroke and was buried under the altar. But 
Carver’s legacy lived on as more and more people loved visiting this 
little white church on the shore, not just for its invigorating sea 
breeze but also for its popular speakers. 
 
A beacon of hope 
In the years that followed, the church was served by many illustrious 
clergymen like Rev. A. R. Symonds, Rev. Thomas Dealtry, Rev. A. 
Westcott, Rev. Dr J.M. Strachan and Rev. David Chellappa the first 
Indian Presbyter, who later became the first Indian Bishop of the 
Madras Diocese. Though membership declined during World War II, 
a small but keen group of Europeans, Anglo-Indians and English-
speaking Indians, remained devoted to this Church. 
 
When India gained independence in 1947 and the Church of South 
India was formed, St. Thomas English Church came under the CSI 
Diocese of Madras and was allowed to continue its Anglican 
tradition. In the 1950s, 60s and 70s, the congregation gradually 
turned fully Indian and many new families started worshipping here. 
The 1980s saw the start of an English-medium school for the 
underprivileged, the building of a picturesque open-air altar and a 
medical centre with a de-addiction program – activities that grew 
and flourished in the decades that followed. 
 
When the 2004 tsunami struck right behind the altar, the Church 
was miraculously saved, and the congregation turned out in full 
measure to help those affected get back on their feet. During the 
Chennai Floods in 2015, the congregation extended a helping hand to 
the needy as it always does in times of crisis. STEC has also been 
instrumental in building and nourishing several rural Churches – 
and the work continues. 
 
Perhaps on this 180th anniversary, we can count our blessings and 
take courage in the words of our Saviour “Fear not, little flock; for it 
is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” – Luke 
12:32 

 
Fabiola Jacob 
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Gracing our cover this month is the oil on wood 
painting ‘Adoration of the Magi’ by Albrecht 
Dürer in 1504. 
 
About the painting: 
Albrecht Dürer was a painter, printmaker, and 
theorist of the German Renaissance. Born in 
Nuremberg, Dürer was famous for his high-quality 

woodcut prints. 
 
The ‘Adoration of the Magi’ was ordered by Frederick the Wise of 
Saxony as an altarpiece for the Schlosskirche (the church in the 
castle) in Wittenberg, which explains its unique perspective. 
 
Like most of Dürer’s work, the painting is rich in Christian 
symbolism. Notice how the three kings arrived at this slightly 
elevated space while an oriental figure in a turban follows, with 
precious gifts for the infant Jesus. The Madonna is clad in azure 
clothes and the holy infant is wrapped in her white veil. The eldest 
king is offering the infant a gold casket with the image of Saint 
George, which the infant has already taken with his right hand. 
 
This imagination and variety continue in the extraordinary depiction 
of the kings, in lavish clothing, with their precious jewels, and with 
the beautiful goblets and caskets that they bear as gifts. It is telling 
here that Dürer was also an expert goldsmith. In keeping with 
tradition, one of the kings is a Moor. The young king with long blond 
curly hair, in the middle of the painting, bears a resemblance to a 
self-portrait of Dürer. 
 
Dürer was passionately devoted to the study of animals and plants, 
which he often added to his paintings for symbolism. We find some 
here as well: in the foreground, to the right, the flying deer (insect) 
symbolizes Christ; the Plantago major plant seen directly behind, 
whose healing properties were once much appreciated, recalls the 
spilt blood of Christ; in the foreground to the left, on the millstone 
beside the carnation, is a small beetle surrounded by a few 
butterflies, the ancient symbol of the soul, which here may be a 
symbol of the resurrection. 
 
Among Dürer’s other well-known works are his pen and ink drawing 
‘Praying Hands’ also known as ‘Study of the Hands of an Apostle’, 
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‘Adam and Eve’, ‘Adoration of the Trinity’ and the unfinished 
‘Salvator Mundi’ – some of which are also featured on the cover here. 
His last great work was the larger-than-life panels of ‘The Four 
Apostles’ featuring St. John the Evangelist (with an open book), St. 
Peter (keys), St. Mark (scroll) and St. Paul (sword and closed book), 
with expressions of the classic four temperaments: sanguine, 
choleric, melancholic, and phlegmatic. 

Source: The Internet 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
Put them in your heart-bank – memorize and use them! 
 
1. Therefore, the Lord Himself will give you a sign. - Isaiah 7:14 
2. His name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, - 
Isaiah 9:6 
3. And many will rejoice at His birth – Luke 1:14 
4. The true light…. was coming into the world. John 1:9 
5. You shall call His name Jesus. - Luke 1:31 

Shobana Soundarapandian 
 

  
 

 
“Love came down at Christmas, 
Love all lovely, Love Divine; Love 
was born at Christmas; Star and 
angels gave the sign.” — Christina 
Rossetti. 
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ADVENT CALENDAR 

 
 

 
He will come like last leaf's fall. 
One night when the November wind 
has flayed the trees to bone, and earth 
wakes choking on the mould, 
the soft shroud's folding. 
 
 
He will come like frost. 
One morning when the shrinking earth 
opens on mist, to find itself 
arrested in the net 
of alien, sword-set beauty. 
 
 
He will come like dark. 
One evening when the bursting red 
December sun draws up the sheet 
and penny-masks its eye to yield 
the star-snowed fields of sky. 
 
 
He will come, will come, 
will come like crying in the night, 
like blood, like breaking, 
as the earth writhes to toss him free. 
He will come like child. 

 

A poem by Archbishop Rowan Williams 
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BEST MANGER SCENE 

PROCLAIMED 
 
 

 
Church members of a particular parish  
were asked to keep a Manger scene to make their houses bright, 
One deacon had to go from house to house  
to judge the Manger scene on Christmas night; 
Some houses he visited were new and some were old, 
On his rounds, he found two children,  
a four-year-old and a seven-year-old, shivering in the cold. 
 
He took them to Church and gave them  
two warm shawls to stop their shivering, 
They were left near the Church Manger scene,  
and went to judge the houses he did not cover; 
When he came back to Church, he found  
the four-year-old shivering and the deacon was surprised, 
The younger boy told the deacon,  
that baby Jesus too was shivering, and he covered him with his 
shawl,  
and the church scene got the first prize. 

 
Prema Jayasundar 

 
 
 

 
“I truly believe that if we keep 
telling the Christmas story, singing 
the Christmas songs, and living the 
Christmas spirit, we can bring joy 
and happiness and peace to this 
world.” — Norman Vincent Peale 
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CHRISTMAS TREASURE HUNT 

 
 

 
On this 180th anniversary of our Church, let’s go on a treasure hunt, 
unearthing our hidden history along with some facts about 
Christmas. The clues are everywhere, so get cracking! 
 
1. Who gave ‘San Thome’ its name? 
2. In which country was the carol ‘Silent Night’ written? 
3. Which year did Robert Carver arrive in Madras? From where did 
he come? 
4. Where did Robert Carver conduct his services in San Thome 
before STEC was built? 
5. Martin Luther is traditionally associated with which Christmas 
tradition? 
6. What was originally in the place where our church now stands? 
7. Name the Bishop who consecrated STEC. 
8. Who created the first live Christmas crib? 
9. What was St. Thomas English Church originally called? 
10. Who did Mary Anderson Carver (Robert Carver’s daughter) 
marry? 
11. The tune of ‘Carol of the Bells’ is based on a traditional folk chant 
from which country?  
12. Who was Thomas Robson? Where can you 
find his name in our church? 
13. What is the Bible verse engraved on the brass 
plate at the bottom of the pulpit? 
14. “For lo!, the days are hastening on,  
By prophet bards foretold,” – name the carol. 
15. Who gave the ‘EanMe’ – our Church 
newsletter - its name? 
 
Send in your answers to stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com with 
‘Christmas Treasure Hunt’ in the subject, before 25th December 
2022. There are prizes for all-correct entries and early birds too… So 
hurry! 

mailto:stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com
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‘HIDE THEM IN YOUR HEART' 
–  A SCRIPTURE CHALLENGE! 

 
 
 

Can you memorize Psalm 4 before 25 December 2022? 
 
If this offer appeals to you, please approach Roshan 
Soundarapandian (Mobile No: 98403 88365) - a surprise awaits you! 
 
The winners will be announced in next month's EanMe! Of course, 
prizes would follow! 
 
Anyone can rise to the opportunity - no age limit – all the best!  
 
Why the Scripture Challenge? 
There is no other single discipline in Christian life that is more 
rewarding than memorizing Scripture. Our prayer life will be 
strengthened. Our witnessing will be sharper and effective. Our 
attitude and perspective will begin to change. Our mind will become 
alert, observant and confident, enhancing our faith in ourselves and 
in God. 
 
We need to hide God's Word in our hearts so that we don't sin 
against Him. Carrying Scripture in our hands and also in our hearts 
is a way to cherish God's Word, creating an amazing opportunity to 
meditate on the truth and hastening the process of transforming us 
into Christ-likeness. When we fill our minds with the Word of God, 
we build a barrier between us and the enemy. The more verses you 
memorize, the barricade becomes higher and stronger. 

 
The Word of God brings us wisdom, strength 
and hope. It gives assurance, solace, power and 

authority. Above all we will enjoy peace of 
mind. So come, let's indulge in this 

overwhelming experience! 
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Winners:  
 

Name 
  

Aug 
2022 

Sep 
2022 

Oct 
2022 

Nov 
2022 

Aggregat
e 

Psalm 
32 

Psal
m 43 

Psal
m 30 

Psal
m 41 

Beatrice Tabitha     6 

Bernice Tanya     6 

Edil Melchizedek    - 2 

Felicia William     11 

Iris Manoharan     11 

Jadon Titus Muller -  -  9 

Jemima Thilagan    - 10 

Jeremy Roopsingh     11 

Johnsson Jaden 
Dhyriam 


   11 

Jonathan Ethan 
Dhyriam 

 
   11 

Jonathan Roopsingh     11 

Joshua Emmanuel     11 

Judah Benjamin     3 

Keturah Manoharan  - -  9 

Kezia Regan  - - - 4 

Manya Lily Malhotra     11 

Natalia Regan  - - - 5 

Priya Muller -   - 9 

Rachel Thiraviaraj -   - 6 

Ranjini Inbaraj     11 

Rohan Abraham 
Stanley 


   11 

Santhosh Dhyriam     11 

Shekinah Dhyriam     11 

Shreya Dhyriam     11 

Zoey Emmanuel     11 
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REV. HENRY BOWER – 

TRANSLATOR AND REVISOR 
OF THE TAMIL BIBLE 

 
 

As Bible Sunday is observed in our churches in December, here is a 
look at the life of the missionary responsible for the most popular 
version of the Tamil Bible – also known as the Bower translation or 
united translation. 
 
Early Life 
Henry Bower was born on 18th December 1812, in an Anglo-Indian 
family in Chintadripet, Madras. His father Francois Bouvier was a 
French soldier and prisoner of war who had stayed on in India, and 
his mother Justina was Indian. Henry Bower was born in a house 
next to the Zion Church in Chintadripet. He was educated at the 
Military Male Orphan Asylum, where he came under the tutelage of 
Col. John Carfrae, who took him to England in 1832. There he 
underwent training at the London Missionary Society and returned 
to India in 1837 and was employed as a catechist by the Wesleyan 
Missionary Society. 
   
In 1838, Henry Bower was appointed Assistant Missionary in the 
Madras mission and he married Emma Taylor. They had two 
children when Emma died suddenly in 1844. He married Eliza Jessie 
Blacker in 1847 and six children were born to them. 
 
Bower was ordained deacon in 1843 and priest in 1845. He preached 
at Tanjore from 1844 to 1846, Vediarpuram from 1846 to 1857, 
Madras from 1857 to 1875 and 1878 to 1884 and Kumbakonam from 
1875 to 1878. 
 
Literary Prowess 
Rev. Bower was a linguist, fluent in Tamil, Greek, Latin, Sanskrit and 
Kannada besides English. A good friend of Vethanayagam Sastriyar, 
he also wrote his biography later. Rev. Bower was appointed a 
member of the committee that was formed to translate the Church of 
England’s Book of Common Prayer into Tamil. 
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While Ziegenbalg the German missionary was the first to translate 
the Bible into Tamil, a new seven-member committee which included 
Rev. Caldwell was formed in 1857 under the leadership of Rev. Bower 
to eliminate the errors in translation and come up with a new 
version. The committee worked hard till 1871 and came up with the 
version of the Bible used these days. 
  
Rev. Bower loved Tamil and he was also appointed the principal 
Tamil examiner at the University of Madras. He translated a wide 
range of books including Tom Butler's anthology, Pearson on the 
Creed, a Biblical and Theological Dictionary, Lectures on the Moral 
Law, the History of Christianity in India, and many other works into 
Tamil. In 1877, he was conferred the Doctorate of Divinity by the 
Archbishop of Canterbury. 
 
Lasting Legacy 
Before his retirement in 1884, Rev. Bower also served in Santhome 
for a while. He spent his last days in Courtallam, and when he passed 
away on 2nd September 1885, he was buried in the Military Lines 
Church in Palayamkottai. His name lives on in the revised edition of 
the Bible used by most Tamil-speaking people today. 
 

Source: Baliar Nesan, Wikipedia Tamil 
 

 

 
 

THE POWER OF PRAYER 
 
 

 
Do you have a prayer point that you would like to share with 
our Church prayer group?  
 
Please mail it to us at stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com or 
drop it in the box at the main door of our Church, so that it can 
be included in the prayer list. 
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GOOD CHRISTIAN MEN, 

REJOICE! 
 

 
 
 

This is a Christmas carol from the medieval carol tradition. Both text 
and music for this hymn go back many centuries.  
 
The Oxford Movement of 19th-century England resurrected many 
ancient Greek and Latin hymns and translated them for modern use. 
The chief proponent of this movement was John Mason Neale (1818-
1866). It is no accident that one may sing Neale’s translations 
throughout the entire Christian year since the observance of the 
Christian calendar was part of the revival of the Oxford Movement. 
 
In 1601, Bartholomaeus Gesius adapted the previously existing music 
and called it In Dulci Jubilo, which means `with sweet shouting’. 
Later Bach arranged it for the organ, and later still John Stainer did a 
choral version. The words come from Latin, but even earlier the 
Germans had translated it, adding some thoughts to it. Many other 
language groups have freely adapted this song as well. Though the 
great translator John Neale standardized the hymn in English, it is 
truly a folk song with many different forms and traditions. 
 
It is reported that in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, in 1745 a gathering of 
Moravian missionaries sang this carol in thirteen different European 
and Native American languages. 
 
 

Good Christian men, rejoice, with heart and soul and voice; 
Give ye heed to what we say; Jesus Christ is born today. 
Ox and ass before Him bow, He is in the manger now, 
Christ is born today, Christ is born today! 
 
Good Christian men, rejoice, with heart and soul and voice; 
Now ye hear of endless bliss; Jesus Christ was born for this! 
He hath oped the heavenly door, and man is blessed evermore. 
Christ was born for this, Christ was born for this! 
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Good Christian men, rejoice, with heart and soul and voice; 
Now ye need not fear the grave; Jesus Christ was born to save! 
Calls you one and calls you all, to gain His everlasting hall, 
Christ was born to save, Christ was born to save! 

Source: The Internet 

 
 
 

THE BENEDICTUS 
SONG OF ZACHARIAH AND THE REFLECTION OF PURITY

  
 
 
The Benedictus or the song of Zachariah is considered a pure form of 
praise and is sung in worship service. A close observation of the lyrics 
would tell us that it is addressed to the Israelites, about their 
Messianic hopes. 
 
Zachariah was a pure man who followed the laws of Moses and lived 
according to the requirements of the Lord. But he and his wife 
Elizabeth were childless until God decided to answer their prayers. 
Well throughout the bible there have been some seemingly 
impossible pregnancies… And very late-in-life births, that often 
advance God’s plan to save sinners. While Isaac was not the 
promised seed of Abraham, God advances His covenant through his 
unlikely birth; a birth which miraculously (and hilariously, according 
to Sarah) takes place when Abraham is a centenarian and his 
previously barren wife, Sarah, is in her nineties (Gen 18:12). 
Following these curious precedents in the Old Testament, the 
conception of John the Baptist is another good example of this theme 
(Luke 1: 5-25).  So here, John the Baptist becomes the forerunner to 
the messiah Jesus! 
 
Zachariah played a key role in God’s plan of Salvation because of his 
righteousness and obedience, God planned to work a miracle in his 
life and herald the coming of the Messiah.  This song of Zachariah 
was sung by him in praise and thanksgiving. It was sung on the 
occasion of the circumcision and naming of his son John the Baptist. 
There are a few observations to be made here… 
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The political background during Zachariah’s period was that of 
Herod, the troublesome ruthless king, who killed his own sons before 
his death… he went rampant and ruthless. So, there was political 
unrest, and whenever there was political and social oppression it was 
a call to liberate… the call for the messiah. 
 
Secondly, this calls for a strong religious leader and a forerunner.  
Thus, Zachariah was chosen. He and his family were pure in the 
Lord’s sight.  He was only a priest, not a high priest. Still, God chose 
him. But since he hesitated to believe the words of the angel, he was 
struck dumb thus sending him into a long deep period of silence and 
solitude. It is the naming ceremony of John the Baptist that broke his 
silence and then his leap for joy. 
 
In Zachariah’s praise and worship of the blessings he received from 
God and his promise of forgiveness and salvation, he refers to the 
horn which is the sign of power and exuberation as they will be set 
free. It is not just the defeat of enemies but a cry from a holy man to 
serve the Lord without fear. 
 
While Zachariah starts with praise and concern for his people, he 
recalls the promises that God made through his prophets for their 
redemption and liberation from oppression. His confidence in the 
lord’s word is remarkable. He goes on to explain the role of John the 
Baptist in the mission. 
 
To conclude, one can draw a parallel to the present state of affairs - 
spiritual, social and political oppression. This calls for a change in 
attitude or rather perspective that would lead to salvation. The Holy 
Spirit is the only one to carry out this mission in his time. 

Dr. Adeline S 
 

 
 

 
“Bless us Lord, this Christmas, with 
quietness of mind; Teach us to be 
patient and always to be kind.” — 
Helen Steiner Rice 
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REMEMBERING OUR 

CHOIRMASTER –  
SETH BALASUNDER 

 
STEC completes 180 years on 10 Dec 2022. In this 180th year, the 
choir remembered Uncle Seth Balasunder (17 Nov 1922 – 28 Oct 
1993) on his birth centenary. He served faithfully in the church as 
the choirmaster for 3 decades – here’s a collection of snippets and 
memories, by choristers both past and present! 
 
FOUNDATION OF STEC CHOIR 
Seth Balasunder Uncle was one of my heroes, growing up. He and 
Premella Soundarapandian Aunty, along with my piano tutors, 
Patrick Saldanha and Gita Menon, taught me everything I know 
about music. 
 
Uncle built the STEC choir and laid the foundations for what it is 
today. I learnt choral singing from Uncle. He instilled in me a love 
of music. The choir was always a place where I had a wonderful 
time of fun, laughter and singing with friends and cousins. 
 
Uncle gave us all a musical vocabulary of praising God. If music 
were a language, then he has helped many to speak fluently!  the 
inscription on his headstone reads. How true this is! 
 
I thank God for his dedicated life of service and pray that our 
choir will continue to sing joyfully for Him. 

Anila Manoharan 
 
MUSIC, PASSION AND COMMITMENT 
Balasunder Uncle, as he was fondly called, was ardent in his love 
for music and a strict disciplinarian. As a young boy in the early 
1970s, my fondest memories of him were seeing him drive his 
Fiat car to the church on time for the church service on Sundays. 
He enjoyed singing and was instrumental in providing leadership 
to the St. Thomas English Church from the early 1970s for about 
two decades. He had an excellent tenor voice and his singing was 
mellifluous. He would conduct the choir practice with such verve 
and zeal, thereby preparing and equipping the choristers to 
emulate him. It is also appropriate to mention here that he 
painstakingly taught the youngsters music (SATB & notes) to 
guide us to singing correctly. For special occasions, he would 
invite specialist soloists to augment the church choir. He would 
graciously invite us to his home in Shastri Nagar to inculcate 
music lessons. Another incident which I vividly recall was prior to 
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my taking up an overseas job posting, after the choir practice had 
concluded, he led the choir in singing “God be with you till we 
meet again”. We would like to thank God for uncle – for his 
commitment to the church, choir and to Christ. To God be the 
Glory! 

Chittaranjan Soundarapandian 
 
ALWAYS REMEMBERED 
Uncle Balasunder ever lives in my memories, though he is in the 
sweet presence of God… The Lord has blessed me with the best 
people in my life like uncle Balasunder. 
 
Uncle was a wonderful role model of commitment to the ministry 
in the Church, as our Choirmaster & Conductor of St. Thomas’ 
English Church Choir, Santhome, and his personality says it all. 
  
I can’t expect someone to be that much dedicated as Uncle was, 
and remembered even on completing a century of life, beyond 
death. Uncle is still an inspiration to me, and I hope to continue 
to emulate his great example of commitment & inspiration in the 
years ahead. 
  
I owe you a lot, uncle & I praise God for your life & ministry. 

Ebenezer Devasahayam Noble 
 
‘DEDICATION’ AND ‘DISCIPLINE’  
When I first joined the choir in the late 70s, I was one of the 
tiniest in the robed choir. I remember the choir practice on Friday 
evenings when Balasunder Uncle would teach us basic music 
notes using a blackboard – as some of us did not have a formal 
foundation in music. He also used to hand-write a simple soprano 
score for us and cyclostyle copies of it. 
 
The choir was an integral part of my growing-up years. My father 
also sang tenor and he greatly admired Balasunder uncle for his 
singing and expertise in conducting such a diverse group of 
voices. We immensely enjoyed his vast repertoire of musical 
selections – from classical pieces to negros spirituals, and 
traditional Tamil lyrics to modern cantatas – he made us sing 
them all! 
 
Balasunder uncle’s discipline is legendary. He did not tolerate 
singing flat or out of tune – those who did so were hauled up and 
asked to sing alone! He insisted that the Carol rounds should 
always be after the Christmas Carol Service, as he didn’t want us 
to strain our voices before the big day. Uncle took his calling very 
seriously and he expected his choristers to do the same. This was 
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evident in the way he passed on the mantle to Anila. He had 
called her home one day and handed over his treasured music 
sheets and, in a few months, he passed away suddenly. I praise 
God for his legacy that lives on through the lives he moulded! 

Fabiola Jacob 
 
A MEMORY FROM THE 1970S 
Sometime in September 1977, an invitation went out in our 
church to join the 1000 voice choir that was being formed for the 
Billy Graham crusade that was coming up then. Balasunder uncle 
spoke to me and encouraged me to sign up, for which I am always 
grateful to him. He was a soft-spoken but persistent person! 
During the 2-month long weekly practices that were being held in 
Mathias Church, Balasunder uncle would offer to pick us up (he 
had a Premier Padmini – I remember many of us packed in his 
car like sardines!). He was a powerful tenor and I was sitting next 
to him in the choir during the Crusade. 
 
He was the Director of CIPET (Central Institute of Plastic 
Engineering Technology), Chennai and helped me to receive a 
week-long vocational training there. I enjoyed my time learning - 
most of all the nice free lunch! I was most impressed that he was 
immaculately dressed for work in formal wear every day. 

Gerald Samuel 
 
HE BROUGHT SHEET MUSIC ALIVE IN MY LIFE! 
Uncle Balasunder brought church music into the lives of many 
teenagers at STEC in the seventies and eighties. 
 
A loving choirmaster, he taught us to sing like professionals. 
Being a great musician himself, he was patient with us children, 
connecting with us. Being an excellent communicator, he was 
well organized, had a strong commitment to fundamentals and 
believed in our potential.  He enjoyed teaching, was always 
energetic and enthusiastically motivated us to reach our best. We 
enjoyed singing many hymns from Ancient and Modern, Songs 
and Solos, Golden Bells, Christmas cantatas, Easter chants and 
most of all the Hallelujah Chorus. 
 
Uncle had a beautiful white Fiat car and would drive to our 
homes, pick us up and drop us off after choir practice sessions. 
He was always punctual and kept time. 
 
Being a mechanical engineer by profession, uncle had a special 
bond with me when I started engineering school in the mid-
eighties.  Later, he helped me find a job through his contacts in 
Digital India. 
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Every once in a great while someone crosses your path, walks part 
of life’s journey with you, befriends, influences and invests in you, 
leaving you forever changed.  That is how much Uncle Balasunder 
has influenced me as a choirmaster and as a person. Thank you to 
him. 

Katie Ponmalar Selvaraj 
 
KIND, PATIENT AND SO GOOD! 
Such wonderful memories of choir practices during the week and 
on Sundays after church at our St. Thomas English Church. I 
remember our choirmaster with such fondness as he was kind, 
patient and so good. I remember he would drop my brothers and 
me off after practice. I remember his walk, his voice and the 
strong tenor he sang. I always think of him when I hear the song 
“it is well” as he sang it with such passion. 
 
I now look back and understand how strongly he lived his faith 
and this was his testimony. So blessed to have him instil the love 
of hymns and Christian music. 

Lalitha Samuel 
 
SO GRATEFUL FOR BALASUNDER UNCLE 
Highlights of my growing-up years include the time spent in the 
STEC choir under the musical leadership of Balasunder Uncle.  
He was always very calm, patient and caring.    Even though I 
didn’t have much of a singing voice, uncle included me to be part 
of his talented group.  I still remember the words of the 
Christmas cantata “Come to the Manger” which Balasunder uncle 
first taught us. He tolerated some of our silliness without getting 
angry like when we were kicking our slippers under the choir 
pews or chewing gum while singing! Balasunder uncle gave us a 
ride to church when we had choir practices during the week. I will 
always remember his humility and beautiful smile.     

Madhu Jesudian 
 
HE INVESTED IN US. . . 
Nice to be part of those remembering the birth centenary of Seth 
Balasunder uncle. First thing that I remember about uncle, he 
was a SELFLESS person. Apart from his job, most of his time, 
energy and talents, he spent for the STEC choir. He encouraged 
us all to sing in the church choir. He used to pick us up in his car 
on the way to church/choir practice and drop us back. So much of 
his time, he spent for us.  
 
I am thankful to him for creating the desire in me to sing bass. 
I’m personally thankful to him for coming all the way to 
Courtallam, Tenkasi to propose the toast at my wedding 
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reception. So thankful for showing so much love to our family and 
my cousins. Thanks uncle. Missing you. 

Ravi Augustine 
 
A BLESSING INDEED! 
When we became members of STEC, and joined the choir, in the 
1970s during the tenure of the Rev. Peace B. David, Mr. Seth 
Balasunder was our music director. 
 
We were intrigued by his first name, ‘Seth’ because, after the 
demise of our 6-year-old son Eric, and Bobby (Robert) was born, 
we added “Seth” as his second name, meaning, “God has granted 
me another child in place of Abel”- Genesis 4:25 (NIV) 
 
Intrigued, I made some enquiries in his family and was amazed 
when I was told by one of his family members, that, he was the 
fourth child of his parents, born after his elder siblings, named 
Sunder, Hamsa, and Viji, died in their infancy. Their mother did 
not want to return to Palayamcottai where her children died. 
 
When Mr. Seth Balasunder was born, his ears were pierced, and 
he was taken to the graveyard and prayed upon for God to bless 
him with long life. We could see the marks on his ears! And what 
a blessing he turned out to be as our Choir Director! 

Sarojini Samuel 
 
AN EXCEPTIONAL CHOIRMASTER 
Uncle Balasunder, our legendary choirmaster was the backbone 
of the STEC choir. The inspiration, the motivation behind us all, 
always encouraging us, pushing us to our limits, helping us sing 
better with every special song or cantata we learnt. Uncle was an 
excellent singer. Whenever he sang "Jerusalem, Jerusalem" (The 
Holy City) so passionately, my eyes would fill with tears and with 
images of the golden place he sang of. Uncle taught us vocal 
exercises, voice control techniques etc. before we started choir 
practice. 
 
When the choir got carried away chatting about the past week, 
college etc., his one command "Look here" would silence our 
whisperings. Though the boys got a bit more flak than us, as the 
girls were let off lightly. His strict demeanour was just outwardly, 
otherwise a very loving person, he treated us to yum snacks and 
dinner when he invited us home. 
 
Later I got married and left for Jammu where my husband 
Surender was posted. But whenever I came home to Chennai, 
uncle would make sure I sat in the choir pews and sang the 
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special numbers, even giving me solos. His encouragement 
boosted my morale and helped me join the choirs of every church 
we worshipped, all over India. 
 
Uncle Seth Balasunder, our exceptional choirmaster, you will 
always be missed. 

Sujata Pavamani 
 
A GENTLEMAN I LOOKED UP TO. . . 
My first impression of Balasunder uncle when my siblings and I 
joined the choir in the late 70s was of a man strict and 
intimidating, and of course the first few years he lived up to that 
in my eyes! But mind you, those were the days when we were a 
bunch of mischievous and over-energetic teenagers always 
looking to have (disrupting) fun at practices, which must have 
been a huge headache for him. 
 
As I grew older and was grudgingly admitted into the Tenor 
ranks, I grew to admire this amazing man, so very talented, so 
very patient and who had an understated sense of humour. He 
used to play tennis as a hobby and sometimes came for practice 
right after, and being a sportsman myself, this endeared him all 
the more to me. My dream/ambition as a chorister was to be able 
to hit the notes that he so effortlessly did while my face contorted 
and tried its very best to keep pace. He introduced me to the Gita 
Menon choir (I guess I passed muster in his assessment) and 
patiently helped me learn the tenor parts both for that choir and 
the STEC one. He was such a gentleman and so well mannered, 
and was someone I really looked up to – so very privileged to 
have known him. 

Sushil Venglet 
 
THANK YOU FOR THE MUSIC! 
What a blessing Uncle Balasunder has been to all of us who had 
the privilege of being part of the STEC choir under his direction. 
We were introduced to some wonderful music and it was a joy to 
sing in unison... something each one of us who are and have been 
in the choir totally understand. He was always so kind and 
patient, I don't think I ever saw him lose his cool. He has inspired 
all of us to recognize and love choral music... a gift we carry. 
 
I am sure you are directing a choir in heaven, charming those 
heavenly voices, and smiling down at us. Thank you, dear Uncle, 
for those idyllic years of musical practices and performances. 

Vinita John 
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A LEGENDARY CHOIRMASTER AND CONDUCTOR 
Balasunder uncle’s single-minded devotion, great love for the 
Anglican form of worship and strong commitment to his calling 
will remain etched in our minds forever. 
 
He left an indelible mark in the annals of our church’s history by 
raising the standards of choral music singing. Through his 
passion for music and great fervour, he paved the way, setting a 
benchmark for generations to come. I used to admire his 
resonant tenor voice and his tenor solos used to thrill our senses. 
 
I joined the choir at the tender age of seven along with my sister 
and cousins, because of his efforts. He used to encourage us, and 
personally fine-tune our voices to sing solos and special pieces. 
He knew our capabilities individually and helped us to glorify 
God through singing. 
 
I learnt the first musical notes and notations from Uncle and till 
today it has stood me in good stead as I sing in various choirs in 
Trichy. The discipline and the keen interest he nurtured in us has 
given me the drive to continue to be a part of our church and 
private choirs. 
 
I also remember and cherish the choir practices which were great 
fun and lively. He used to insist we raise our heads and look at the 
audience and sing. 
 
Though we lost uncle in this earthly journey, I am sure he is part 
of the symphony in the great orchestra in Heaven. Au Revoir 
Uncle! Till we meet again on that beautiful shore! 

Dr. Victoria Johnston 

 
 
 

 
He was created of a mother whom He created. He was carried by 

hands that He formed. He 
cried in the manger in wordless 
infancy. He, the Word, without 
whom all human eloquence is 
mute.” —Saint Augustine 
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WHEN HELL BECAME 
HEAVEN? 

 

 

Vincent returned home at 7.25 pm and had tea from the flask.  As 
usual, he switched on his computer.  He took out the TV remote 
and tuned to hear his favourite world news.  He turned towards 
the PC but heard a dialogue from the Tamil serial, “Kalyaana 
Veedu” and found that the remote was in the clutches of his wife 
Sheela. 

Every day at 7.30 pm, their house became a battlefield.  During 
the intermission of the serial, again he changed the TV channel to 
hear about Ukraine War and turned his face.  But this time he 
heard some comedy from an advertisement. 

Vincent shouted, “Why don’t you allow me to watch my favourite 
news?” 

Sheela replied in a higher pitch, “You read every page of the 
newspaper.  Can’t you spare half an hour of the news to let me see 
my favourite serial?” 

Vincent retorted, “Is there any rule, one should not watch the 
news after reading the newspaper?  I can’t be a frog in the well 
like you… I must know the latest news!”  

Vincent tuned to the news but Sheela turned her neck in anger 
and moved away.  Ukraine War continued on the channel. 

 

Both the hands of the clock were nearing nine… 

Vincent and Sheela were having dinner.  They heard a knock on 
the door.  Sheela was shocked to see David at the door.  He was 
from the Army and had come on leave and was visiting them 
every day.  She asked him to relax in the drawing room and 
returned to the dining room. 

Vincent eagerly asked, “Is it David?”  She nodded. 
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Vincent finished eating hurriedly.  While washing his hands, he 
informed, “Will come in the morning!” and left.  Then Sheela 
could not continue eating.  She started worrying about Vincent 
because she knew David was a drunkard.  He had all the vices 
which any good family would hate.   

Due to bad companionship, would Vincent change?  Why did they 
choose the odd hours to go out?  Sheela pondered over these and 
dreaded the worst! 

 

It was Christmas day.  Vincent and Sheela attended service at 4 
am.  

After the sermon, Pastor’s wife announced the success of all-night 
prayer during the previous seven days.  She admired both David 
and Vincent for arranging everything.  She exclaimed, “David’s 
witness was the highlight of the meetings!”   

 

At 7.30 pm…  It was time for world news and Kalyaana Veedu 
serial.  Sheela took the remote when Vincent was keenly watching 
her.  She began to tune the channel and his mind was wavering.  
She set the TV for world news with good volume. What a pleasant 
shock!  He could not believe his own eyes. 

Vincent’s heart melted to see his wife recognizing his aspirations.  
He sprang up and took out the remote to tune it for her serial.  
Sheela too never expected this turning point.  With overflowing 
joy, she fondly looked at him.  So long, both of them had never 
tasted such sharing of love in their lives. 

Ever since there was no fight as to whom to yield to; but there 
was always competition between them to concede to each other.  
By far, Sheela realized, this was definitely the greatest Christmas 
and bestowed God all the glory! 

“Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving one 
another, as God in Christ forgave you.  Let husband love 
his wife as himself and let the wife see that she respects 
her husband.”—Ephes. 4:32 & 5.33 

Ventriloquist Shanthakumar 
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BIBLE QUIZ FOR ALL 

 
 
 

All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness. - II Timothy 3:16 
 
God honours and promises to bless all those who respect, love 
and meditate on His precious Word. It is the most valuable 
possession we own because it is our Father's love letter to us. 
Everything else will pass away, 'but the Word of God stands 
forever'. - Isaiah 40:8. 
 
The quiz is open to participants of all ages. 
 
Answers should be given by the 25th of the month.  Late entries 
will not be considered. Answers should be mailed to 
sheebs@hotmail.com or given to Mrs. Sheeba Roshan in person. 
Names of participants with score will be mentioned in the next 
issue. 
 
Winners will be awarded at the end of the year. 
 
Quiz 12: 
 
Theme: Christmas Special 
 
1. When did Mary and Joseph name the baby, Jesus?  
2. Which animals are specifically mentioned in the Bible as being 
present in the stable when Jesus was born? 
3. Which prophet predicted the birth of Mary's boy child?  
4. Which book in the New Testament tells about the angels 
singing, “Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace, goodwill 
toward men”?  
5. Why was the name Jesus given to this heavenly child?  
6. Herod's infant slaughter plan fulfils the words of which 
prophet?  
7. Who said that he would not die until he saw the Saviour?  
8. How many miles did Mary and Joseph have to travel to get to 
Bethlehem?  
9. How much older than Jesus was His cousin John?  
10. Which Old Testament prophet predicted the birth of the 
Messiah in Bethlehem?  

mailto:sheebs@hotmail.com
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Merry Christmas! 
 
Kindly provide the reference. 
 
Answers to Quiz 11:  
 

1. Elimelech (Ruth 1:2) 
2. Orpah (Ruth 1:4) 
3. Rahab (Matthew 1:5) 
4. Naomi (Ruth 1:2) 
5. Boaz (Ruth 2:1) 
6. Mara (Ruth 1:20) 
7. Ruth (Ruth 1:4) 
8. Obed (Ruth 4:21) 
9. Mahlon (Ruth 1:2) 
10. Chilion (Ruth 1:2) 

 

WINNERS: 
 
Points tally after Quiz 11:   
    
      Nov 2022     Aggregate 

1 Alice Lawrence 10 90 

2 Daniel Inbaraj  9 109 

3 Daryl Christopher Rajiv - 40 

4 Deepathavana Ranjan 9 109 

5 Dorothy Evangeline Joshua  8 107 

6 Esther Jayanthi Surya  7 107 

7 Felicia William 10 110 

8 Hannah Cheryl Daniel 10 110 

9 Jadon Titus Muller 10 100 

10 Jason Travis Daniel  10 110 

11 Jeremy Roopsingh 

 

10 110 

12 Joann Ignatius 10 110 

13 Johnsson Jaden Dhyriam 10 100 

14 Jonathan Ethan Dhyriam 10 100 

15 Jonathan Roopsingh 10 110 

16 Joshua Emmanuel 10 110 
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17 Keturah Manoharan 10 80 

18 Kezia Regan  - 80 

   19 Latha Chittaranjan 10 110 

20 Mahilini Santhosh 8 108 

21 Natalia Regan  - 80 

22 Nirmala Naveendhar - 100 

23 Ranjini Inbaraj 9 109 

24 Rohan Abraham Stanley  10 110 

25 Santosh Dhyriam 10 110 

26 Shekinah Dhyriam 10 110 

27 Shilpa Malhotra 10 110 

28 Shreya Dhyriam 10 110 

29 Tasha Grace  10 110 

30 Zoey Emmanuel 10 110 
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We invite you to join, participate in or 
use your time and effort for the 
ministries, fellowships and activities 
of the church.  

 
 

 
Please get in touch with the following people: 
 
 

Sunday School – Grace Rathnam 
Blossoms for Christ (Tamil Sunday School) – Sheeba 
Roshan 
 
Adult Fellowship – Ajit Stanley Moses 
Women’s Fellowship – Vasanthi Premkumar 
Men’s Fellowship – Milton Sigamoney 
 
Rapha (Hospital Ministry) – Zibia Thiraviaraj 
Education Ministry (School) – Gemina Martin 
 
Church Library – Shailaja Henry 
Eco (Garden) – Premalatha Samuel 
 
Choir – Anila Manoharan 
Evangelism – Nirmala Stephen 
 
EānMé, Website Content – Fabiola Jacob 
Facebook, Twitter & Instagram moderation – Fabiola 
Jacob 
Multimedia Production – Aroop Samuel 
Weekly Bulletin (Pew Sheets) – Kavita Edward 
 
 
Write to us at stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com 
mentioning your preferred area of interest, and we will connect 
with you. 
 

 
 
 

mailto:stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com
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CONNECT WITH 
ST. THOMAS ENGLISH 

CHURCH ONLINE 
 

 
We are on Social Media! 
 
 
Facebook  
Page: @StThomasEnglishChurch  
‘Like’ our Church page on Facebook to stay updated 
 
Group: https://www.facebook.com/CSI St. Thomas English 
Church, Santhome 
Join our Church group on Facebook to connect with each 
other and share / view pictures of church events 
 
 
Instagram 
Handle: @csi_stec 
Follow our Church Instagram handle to stay updated 
 
 
Twitter 
Handle: @CSI_STEC 
Follow our Church Twitter handle to stay updated 
 
 
YouTube 
Channel: St. Thomas English Church, Santhome 
Subscribe to our Church YouTube channel to participate in the 
livestreamed worship services.  
 
 

 
Arun, Roopa, Aditya & Diya and 
Rasana Kumari were baptised on 27 
November 2022. 
 
Mr. Joseph Ponnudurai slept in the 
Lord on 22 November 2022 

 

https://www.facebook.com/StThomasEnglishChurch/
https://www.facebook.com/
https://www.instagram.com/csi_stec/
https://twitter.com/CSI_STEC
https://www.youtube.com/c/StThomasEnglishChurchSanthome
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EANME AND YOU 

 
Why EānMé? 
‘EānMé’ – literally meaning “unless” in Greek – has its roots in 
St. Thomas the Apostle’s words of doubt. It is based on his 
famous words to the Risen Lord in St. John 20:25: “…Unless I see 
in His hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the 
print of the nails, and put my hand into His side, I will not 
believe.” 
 
‘Unless’ or ‘except’ in the King James Version is translated from 
the Greek word ‘EānMé’ εανμε (eh-an’ may) meaning: before, 
but, except, not or unless. 
  
You can contribute 
We welcome your original contributions to the EānMé in the form 
of articles (word limit: 840), poems, Protestant church pictures 
for the cover, or information relevant to the season. Please send 
your entries by hard / soft copy to reach the STEC church office 
via email to stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com or 
csistec1842@gmail.com by the 20th of every month. 
 
You can read the current issue of EānMé online at 
http://www.santhomeenglishchurch.org/. A few earlier issues 
have been archived on `CSI St. Thomas English Church’ 
Facebook page. 
 
Travelling on work or vacation? Don’t forget to click a 
picture! 
If you happen to visit or see a beautiful, historic Protestant 
church that you think should be on our EānMé cover, please click 
a hi-res picture and e-mail it, along with a short note about the 
Church, to stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com 
 
Share your feedback 
Do you have a comment on the articles, a fresh new idea or 
feedback about the EanMe that you would like to share with other 
readers? Mail it to the editor at 
stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com with ‘EanMe Mailbox’ in the 
subject. The best letters will be published in the next issue of the 
EanMe. 
 
 
 

mailto:stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com
mailto:csistec1842@gmail.com
mailto:stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com
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SCHEDULE OF SPECIAL PROGRAMMES & 
WORSHIP SERVICES FOR CHRISTMAS 2022 

& NEW YEAR 2023 

 

Date Day Time Programmes & Services 

01.12.2022 Thursday 6:30 AM First day of the month – 
Holy Eucharist 

04.12.2022 Sunday 7:30 AM 
 

 

6.00 PM 

Sung Eucharist 

 

Sunday School Christmas 
Programme 

11.12.2022 Sunday 7:00 AM 

 

8.15 AM 

 

 

 

 

3.00 PM 

 

 

 

6.00 PM 

Holy Eucharist 

 

Matins – Gift Sunday with  

Fellowship Carols - Youth, 
Men, Women, Rapha, STEC 
Adult & School Children 

Mission to the Blind 

 

Visit to CSI School for the 
Hearing Impaired 

 

 

Family Carol Service & Holy 
Eucharist 
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Date 

 

Day 

 

Time 

 

Programmes & Services 

18.12.2022 Sunday 7.30 AM 

 

11.00 AM 

 

 

6.00 PM 

Sung Eucharist 

 

Visit to CSI Kalyani Hospital 
by Rapha 

 

Choir Carol service and 
Parish Dinner 

24.12.2022 Saturday 11.30 PM Christmas Eve Festival 
service – Sung Eucharist 

25.12.2022 Sunday 8.00 AM Christmas Day – Sung 
Eucharist 

28.12.2022 Wednesday 3.00 PM Christmas Tree Programme 

31.12.2022 Saturday 11.30 PM New Year Eve Watchnight 
service – Sung Eucharist 

01.01.2023 Sunday 8.00 AM New Year Day  – Sung 
Eucharist 

07.01.2023 Saturday 7.30 AM Sengundram village – 
Christmas programme 

 

Note: Carol Rounds - dates will be announced during service in 
Church. 
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 FELLOWSHIP PROGRAMMES 
 

Sunday School  : 

English: Sunday – 8:00 am 
(during service) 
Tamil: Sunday – 4:30 pm 
(currently suspended due to 
pandemic) 

Women’s 
Fellowship 

: Saturday - 4:30 pm online 

Men’s Fellowship : Thursday - 6:30 pm online 

Adults’ Fellowship  : Saturday – 6:30 pm online 

Hospital visit  : 
II Sunday - 10:15 am (currently 
suspended due to pandemic) 

   

 

 
 
PASTORATE  
COMMITTEE 
MEMBERS 
 

Mr. Bright Joseph D. 
Mr. Ranjan Selvakumar C. 
Mr. Roshan Soundarapandian 
Mr. Santhakumar S. 
Mr. Wesley Isaac P. 
Mrs. Saroja Bai Godwin 
Mrs. Shilpa Nisha Malhotra 

   

  

 

 
The Rt. Rev. Dr. J. George Stephen 

Bishop in Madras 
 

Rev. J. Paul Sudhakar 
Chairman and Presbyter-in-charge 

 
Mr. Milton Sigamoney 
Mr. Ajit Stanley Moses 

Lay Readers 

    Dr. S. Rabinder Boaz 
    Secretary 

Mrs. Gemina Martin 
Treasurer 
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WORSHIP SERVICES – PLAN FOR DECEMBER 2022 

Date and 
Time 

Day Services and 
Preacher 

Theme Stewards for Bible 
Reading and 

Offertory 
4.12.2022 
 
7.30 am 
 
 
6.00 pm 

The Second 
Sunday of Advent 

 
Bible Sunday 

 
Sung Eucharist 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul 
Sudhakar 
 
Sunday School 
Christmas 
celebration 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul 
Sudhakar 

 
Word of God: 
double-edged 

sword  
 

Birth of John the 
Baptist 

Jeremiah 36:1-10 
Psalm 118:89-96 
Hebrews 4:11-13 
St. Luke 1:5-17 
 
Mr. & Mrs. Swithun 
Manoharan  

11.12.2022 
 
7.00 am 
 
 
 
8.15 am 
 
 
 
 
 

The Third Sunday 
of Advent 

 
Gift Sunday 

 
Holy Eucharist 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul 
Sudhakar 
 
Sung Matins with 
carols by 
Fellowship groups 
Sermon: Guest 
speaker from Mission 
to the Blind 
 

 
Promise of 
Immanuel 

Isaiah 7:10-17 
Psalm 98 
I Peter 3:8-16 
St. Matthew 1:18-25 
 
Fellowship Groups & 
Mission to the Blind 
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6.00 pm 

 
Family Carol 
Service 
Holy Eucharist 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul 
Sudhakar 

18.12.2022 
 
7.30 am 
 
 
 
6.00 pm 

The Fourth 
Sunday of Advent 

 
 

 
Sung Eucharist 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul 
Sudhakar 
 
STEC Carol Service  
Cantata by STEC 
choir: It took a 
miracle 
followed by Parish 
dinner 

 
Preparation – the 

Lord is coming  

Micah 4:1-5 
Psalm 126 
I John 4:7-21 
St. John 4:21-37 
 
Mr. & Mrs. Emmanuel 
Shanthakumar 

24.12.2022 
 
11:30 pm 

Christmas Eve  
Sung Eucharist 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul 
Sudhakar 

 
Glory to God 

 

Isaiah 52:7-10 
Psalm 148 
Titus 3:4-8 
St. Luke 2:1-14 
 
Dr. & Dr. Mrs. Rabinder 
Boaz 

25.12.2022 
 
8:00 am 

Christmas Day  
Sung Eucharist 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul 
Sudhakar 
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31.12.2022 
 
11:30 pm 

New Year’s Eve  
Sung Eucharist 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul 
Sudhakar 
 

 
God is good 

 

Nahum 1:1-5 
Genesis 27:11-29 
Psalm 34:1-10 
I Peter 2:1-10 
St. John 7:37-39 
 
Mr. & Mrs. Martin King 
 

1.1.2023 
 
8:00 am 

New Year’s Day 

Family Sunday 

 
Sung Eucharist 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul 
Sudhakar 
 

 
Family as faith 
forming space 

Genesis 27:11-29 
Psalm 127 
I John 2:7-17 
St. Matthew 12:46-50 




