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Dearly beloved, 
 
Greetings in the name of our crucified and risen 
Lord. 
 
I would like to invite you all to thank God for the 
recent events in our STEC community. 
Particularly, the Annual Thanksgiving Festival was 

truly a joyful experience as we came together to honour God with our 
gifts and offerings. Also, the simple but meaningful observation of 
Women Sunday and remembering the CSI Union which completes 
seventy-five years of God’s providence and grace. 
 
During October, we would have our focus on the young people of our 
church. Presently our church does not have a strong Youth 
Fellowship. The reasons seem to be varied. One reason is many 
young people of our church are abroad, for study or for work. 
However, it is very important that our church should have young 
people participate in the life of our church. It was quite a surprise 
and disappointment when I could not find young people to be part of 
our church administration in the Pastorate Committee. The early 
leaders of our church had this concern for youth and had accordingly 
made a provision in our constitution which is now mandatory. It is a 
requirement that 40% of any administrative committee should 
comprise of youth. 
 
These are the few reasons which are considered for Youth 
participation: The church is an organic unity which lives through 
generations - it has to reflect the ethos of every generation; its values, 
aspiration, ideas and worldview. Secondly, the church should not be 
a place only for elders and mundane rituals and practices, which go 
on in the name of tradition and do not have meaning and purpose 
across generations. Thirdly, as it is mandatory for any church to 
think ahead and plan for the future, the suggestions and proposals 
from young people need to be taken seriously. Thus, the participation 
of young people in church worship, mission and programs becomes 
requisite. 
 
It is my sincere plea that the Youth be given the required 
encouragement and support. As children pass out of Sunday school, 
the bridge towards youth fellowship is the Confirmation. Though 
confirmation is essentially a spiritual exercise, it also emphasises a 
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political role in our church. Just by the event of Confirmation one 
becomes a full member of our church. It is mandatory that any full 
member needs to subscribe to the church. It is mistaken by some that 
only an earning member needs to subscribe, while it is not so. Hence 
it is our parental responsibility to encourage our children to be a part 
of our church, and also in its administration. 
 
May we all pray that our church would attract many young people 
and we would truly be a young church. May God bless our church. 
 
Yours in His joyful service,  

Rev. J. Paul Sudhakar 
Presbyter-in-charge and Chairman 

 
 
 
 

 

 

JOIN US! 

 
 

 

We need volunteers to help us with: 
 

• Writing reports and articles for the EanMe 

• Co-ordinating / proof-reading the articles 

• Creating content for social media 
 
Please get in touch with us, or write to us at 
stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com if you are interested 
in taking up these responsibilities. 
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4 

 

 
 

CASTING CROWNS 
 
 

 
In a world that is increasingly deprived of good Christian role 
models, Queen Elizabeth II stood as a constant reminder of ideals 
like duty, steadfastness, stoic faith and resilience. This was evident in 
the way that people from across the world reacted to her passing 
away. While on the one hand, it stirred up debates on the relevance 
of monarchy and reparations for colonialism, millions did tune in to 
watch the Queen’s funeral from across the world. 
 
In what has been dubbed “the biggest evangelical opportunity of a 
generation”, the Archbishop of Canterbury Justin Welby laid out the 
Queen’s faith in Christ for all the world to see, quoting extensively 
from the Bible and her Christmas messages over the years. In just 
five and a half minutes, the archbishop delivered a sermon that Billy 
Graham would have been proud of. From the Queen’s servant 
leadership to the day of reckoning we will all have to face one day, 
every aspect of Christian stewardship was touched upon, with an 
enduring message for every listener – believer or not. 
 
Defender of the Faith 
A title that British Kings and Queens have held for a long time, 
‘Defender of the Faith’ places the sovereign at the highest position in 
the Protestant Church, whose head is Christ himself. It was a title 
that the late Queen took seriously – and never shied away from. 
Though it is now rumoured that ‘the’ may be dropped soon, taking 
into account the multi-cultural milieu today. Crowned or not, every 
Christian is called to be a defender of the faith – throughout our 
lives. At home or in the workplace, we are called to proclaim God’s 
truth and love. From the most ordinary tasks to the greatest 
challenges, every action, every word, and every thought can become 
an expression of heartfelt worship, a sacrificial gift to honour our 
Lord, as He watches over us. 
 
Duty and Devotion 
For many of us, the Queen represents an era of Christian culture and 
discipline that our grandparents taught us. As Matt Redman wrote in 
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his tribute to Queen Elizabeth: “A life lived so well, before God, with 
a beautiful mix of duty and devotion. Royal, yet servant-hearted. 
Regal, yet hard-working. Crowned, yet kind.” This best describes 
Queen Elizabeth and her ethos – her duty towards her country and 
the commonwealth and her devotion to her Lord. Living her life in 
the spotlight, she inspired millions of Christians around the world 
with her regular church-going and proclamation of Jesus as her 
personal Saviour. And she chose the right hymn for her funeral that 
ends thus: 
 
“Changed from glory into glory, 
till in heav’n we take our place, 
till we cast our crowns before thee, 
lost in wonder, love and praise.” 

 
Fabiola Jacob 

 
 
 

 
 

THE POWER OF PRAYER 
 
 

 
Do you have a prayer point that you would like to share with 
our Church prayer group?  
 
Please mail it to us at stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com or 
drop it in the box at the main door of our Church, so that it can 
be included in the prayer list. 
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Gracing our cover this month, is the oil on canvas 
painting ‘John Wycliffe reading his 
translation of the Bible to John of Gaunt’, by 
Ford Madox Brown in 1848. 
 
About the painting: 
The Pre-Raphaelite movement is the most 
significant period in British painting history in the 

nineteenth century, but few of the most important British painters of 
that century were members of the Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood itself. 
Ford Madox Brown (1821–1893) was one of the leading artists of this 
period, who also pursued an independent style of his own. He was a 
teacher and career-long mentor to Dante Gabriel Rossetti, the 
dominant painter of the Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood. 
 
‘Wycliffe Reading His Translation of the New Testament to His 
Protector, John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancaster, in the Presence of 
Chaucer and Gower, His Retainers’ is one of Brown’s medieval-
themed paintings, depicting John Wycliff, one of the earliest English 
Reformers who opposed the papal authority of Rome, often by 
advising his local lord, John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancaster (and third 
son of King Edward III) to tell Parliament not to comply. 
 
Wycliffe challenged the Church in Rome on the doctrine of 
transubstantiation, indulgences and confession. He reiterated the 
biblical teaching on faith: "Trust wholly in Christ; rely on his 
sufferings; beware of seeking to be justified in any other way than by 
believing in Christ.” Wycliff insisted that every Christian should have 
access to Scripture (as only Latin translations were available at the 
time). He began translating the Bible into English, with the help of 
his good friend John Purvey. 
 
The church bitterly opposed it: "By this translation, the Scriptures 
have become vulgar, and they are more available to lay, and even to 
women who can read, than they were to learned scholars who have a 
high intelligence. So the pearl of the gospel is scattered and trodden 
underfoot by swine." 
 
Wycliffe replied, "Englishmen learn Christ's law best in English. 
Moses heard God's law in his own tongue; so did Christ's apostles." 
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Wycliffe died before the translation was complete (and before 
authorities could convict him of heresy); his friend Purvey is 
considered responsible for the version of the "Wycliffe" Bible we have 
today. 
 
This was Brown’s first painting in his “English style”, and 
contemporary critics thought it was “designed with a view to its 
execution in fresco”. It was noticed for its “severe linearity of style, 
symmetrical composition and cool fresco-like colours with little tonal 
contrast”. Medievalism also meant the inclusion of several items of 
furniture in the Gothic style: a splendid see-through lectern, a throne 
and bench for John of Gaunt and his wife, and an elaborately carved 
stone balustrade in the background. 
 
It is said that by dint of long sessions of frantic work (which could 
last as much as eighteen hours a day), Brown managed to have his 
painting ready for the Royal Academy and it was exhibited in April 
1848. ‘Wycliffe’s’ archaism was to have a strong influence on the 
soon-to-be-created Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood, though at first his 
younger colleagues found it hard to appreciate this new austere style. 
 

Source: The Internet 
 
 

 
GEMS FROM THE 
BIBLE 

 
 
Put them in your heart-bank – memorize and use them! 
 
1. For by grace you have been saved through faith – Ephesians 2:8 
2. All Scripture is breathed out by God – II Timothy 3:16 
3. "The righteous will live by faith." – Romans 1:17 
4. Even to your old age… I will carry you. – Isaiah 46:4 
5. He shall be to you… a nourisher of your old age – Ruth 4:15 

 
Shobana Soundarapandian 
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FEELING OF DEJECTION 

 
 
 

We humans have many feelings, 
Some are good but others can pull down our boat of sailing; 
Many a time this feeling tells us, there is no hope, 
One should know, to get rid of this feeling there is scope. 
 
Rachel was dejected because she had no child of her own, 
To her sister, many children were born; 
Finally, her dejection came to a close, 
A son to her was given, whom the Lord chose. 
 
Naomi lost her husband and two sons and came to Bethlehem with a 
dejected heart, 
In the beginning, she faced poverty that did not part; 
Later on, when her loving daughter-in-law married Boaz, she gave 
birth to a boy, 
She founded a family, that brought to the world great joy! 
 
We find the solution for this dejected feeling, lies with the Lord who 
is great, 
If we seek Him, He is near us to help, when we are desperate; 
A dejected spirit is revived, when we take help from the Almighty, 
He controls our minds to give us stability. 

Prema Jayasundar 
 

 

THANKSGIVING 
Happily, we live 
Our handiworks we give; 
By doing our best 
So we're blessed.  
 
We ought to believe 
For Your blessings yet to receive,  
Thank you, Lord 
For You're a faithful God. 

Kavita Edward 
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`HIDE THEM IN YOUR HEART' 
–  A SCRIPTURE CHALLENGE! 

 
 
Can you memorize Psalm 30 before 30 October 2022? 
 
If this offer appeals to you, please approach 
Roshan Soundarapandian (Mobile No: 
98403 88365) - a surprise awaits you! 
 
The winners will be announced in next 
month's EanMe!  
Of course, prizes would follow! 
 
Anyone can rise to the opportunity - no age limit – all the best!  
 
Why the Scripture Challenge? 
There is no other single discipline in Christian life that is more 
rewarding than memorizing Scripture. Our prayer life will be 
strengthened. Our witnessing will be sharper and effective. Our 
attitude and perspective will begin to change. Our mind will become 
alert, observant and confident, enhancing our faith in ourselves and 
in God. 
 
We need to hide God's Word in our hearts so that we don't sin 
against Him. Carrying Scripture in our hands and also in our hearts 
is a way to cherish God's Word, creating an amazing opportunity to 
meditate on the truth and hastening the process of transforming us 
into Christ-likeness. When we fill our minds with the Word of God, 
we build a barrier between us and the enemy. The more verses you 
memorize, the barricade becomes higher and stronger. 

 
The Word of God brings us wisdom, strength and 
hope. It gives assurance, solace, power and 

authority. Above all we will enjoy peace of mind. 
So come, let's indulge in this overwhelming 

experience! 
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Winners:  
 

Name 
  

Aug 2022 Sep 2022 Aggregate 

Psalm 32 Psalm 43 

Beatrice Tabitha   4 

Bernice Tanya   4 

Edil Melchizedek   1 

Felicia William   9 

Iris Manoharan   9 

Jadon Titus Muller -  8 

Jemima Thilagan   9 

Jeremy Roopsingh   9 

Johnsson Jaden Dhyriam   9 

Jonathan Ethan Dhyriam   9 

Jonathan Roopsingh   9 

Joshua Emmanuel   9 

Judah Benjamin   1 

Keturah Manoharan  - 8 

Kezia Regan  - 4 

Manya Lily Malhotra   9 

Natalia Regan  - 5 

Priya Muller -  8 

Rachel Thiraviaraj - - 5 

Ranjini Inbaraj   9 

Rohan Abraham Stanley   9 

Santhosh Dhyriam   9 

Shekinah Dhyriam   9 

Shreya Dhyriam   9 

Zoey Emmanuel   9 
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JOHANN PETER ROTTLER  

– THE SCHOLAR-BOTANIST 
 

 
Johann Peter Rottler (1749–1836), was a European missionary who 
served in India for close to sixty years. He grew up under the able 
guidance of Dr. Lorenz and completed his studies at Strasbourg 
University. On Dr. Lorenz’s prodding, he joined the Danish Lutheran 
Tranquebar Mission (the Halle mission) and was ordained in 
Copenhagen. Shortly thereafter, he set sail for India and arrived on 
the Tranquebar coast in 1776 along with another companion. 
 
He earnestly learned Tamil and is said to have preached his first 
sermon in the vernacular language after less than a year’s study. 
 
Ministry in India 
Until 1803, Rottler professed Lutheranism and worked in 
Tranquebar. At the request of the SPCK, he moved to Vepery and 
officially became an Anglican. 
 
He succeeded Gericke in Vepery, Chennai, and served as the 
missionary of the SPCK, the chaplain and secretary of the Female 
Asylum there. He focused on providing education to women and 
children and made efforts to improve the educational system. 
Despite the physical and financial struggles there, he never neglected 
his flock. His exhortations and counselling at a personal level added 
many souls to the church. 
 
Literary Prowess 
Johann Peter Rottler also did extensive research on Tamil literature 
and published a dictionary of Tamil and English languages, which 
helped the subsequent missionaries. He made several missionary 
tours as far as Ceylon in Sri Lanka. 
 
Rottler also translated a book of Common prayers into the Tamil 
language. He was a botany enthusiast even from his youth and 
studied several plant species collected from southern India. He used 
his knowledge in botany to start discussions among people about 
nature and encouraged them to experience God and recognize His 
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Glory through nature. His herbarium, now housed in the Kew 
Gardens in London, England, earned him an honorary doctoral 
degree. 
 
A man of prayer, an empathetic pastor, and a venerable servant of 
God who demonstrated the love and power of God all through his 
life, Rottler went to be with Lord in 1836. 
 
His legacy 
His epitaph, set up in St. Mathias’ Church in Vepery by “European 
East Indian and Native Christians” portrays Rottler as a teacher of 
the New Testament to a Brahmin man seated under a banana tree. 
He is acclaimed as an “excellent man” and a “venerable servant of 
God,” whose life and death had demonstrated God’s “mercy, 
faithfulness and grace.” 
 
To honour his contributions to the people of Madras and to botany 
and Tamil lexicography, the government named Rottler Street in 
Choolai after him. This missionary scholar transcended the 
confessional confinement of Lutheranism and Anglicanism and 
combined them both in his life. 
 

Source: The Internet 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 
“You never enjoy the world aright, 
till the sea itself floweth in your 
veins, till you are clothed with the 
heavens and crowned with the 
stars.” - Thomas Traherne 
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REFORMATION HYMN 

  
 
 
This hymn, with text and music by American 
Gospel musicians Bob Kauflin and Chris 
Anderson, was written in 2016 to celebrate 

the 500th anniversary of the Protestant Reformation 1517-2017. 
Based on the 5 Solas of the Reformation (Sola Scriptura, Sola Fide, 
Sola Gratia, Solus Christus, and Soli Deo Gloria), the Reformation 
Hymn gives a nod to the great hymn writer Martin Luther, and 
points worshippers to Christ. 

 
We will trust God’s Word alone, 
Where His perfect will is known; 
Our traditions shift like sand 
While His Truth forever stands. 
 
We will live by faith alone, 
Clothed in merit not our own; 
All we claim is Jesus Christ 
And His finished sacrifice. 
 
Chorus: 
Glory be, glory be to God alone, 
Through the church He redeemed and made His own. 
He has freed us, He will keep us till we’re safely home 
Glory be, glory be to God alone! 
 
We are saved by grace alone— 
Undeserved, yet freely shown; 
No accomplishment on earth 
Can achieve the second birth. 
 
We will stand on Christ alone, 
The unyielding Cornerstone; 
Nations rage and devils roar, 
Still He reigns forevermore! 
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THOMAS TRAHERNE –  

THE POET-PRIEST 
 

 
Thomas Traherne was an Anglican clergyman, mystic, 
philosopher, and poet. 
 
He was born in 1636 or 1637 in Hereford, England. His father was 
a shoemaker, but he and his brother received an excellent 
education, due probably to the help of a wealthy relative who was 
a tavern owner and the local mayor. 
 
Early influence 
Thomas twice attended Oxford, apparently an eager and 
inquisitive student. Some of his writings show familiarity with 
Platonic and Hermetic mystical thought, which he probably first 
discovered during his Oxford years. 
 
Thomas Traherne became rector of a church in the small town of 
Credenhill, not far from Hereford. During his time at Credenhill, 
the young clergyman went through a powerful mystical 
experience. As a student at Oxford, he had become something of 
an agnostic, but he now found himself transformed and sought to 
express his new "Felicity" through writing. 
 
Traherene later became the private chaplain to Sir Orlando 
Bridgeman, who was to remain his benefactor for the rest of their 
lives, enabling him to continue in his spiritual search and his 
writings. 
 
Faith in turmoil 
Religious conflict and controversy wracked England during this 
time. The Anglican Church, the Roman Catholic Church, and the 
rising Puritan movement all struggled against each other, leading 
to civil war and rippling out into all aspects of politics and social 
life before settling into the opulent and somewhat decadent 
Restoration of King Charles II. Yet, through all this period, there 
were also quiet movements of esoteric study and spiritual 
reawakening. 
 
Traherne wrote his Centuries of Meditations, a collection of brief 
philosophical inspirations, as part of a correspondence with 
Susanna Hopton. Her home also became a gathering place for 
students of the deep spirituality that Traherne was expressing. 



 

15 

 

He wrote intense, dramatic poetry with strong moral 
implications. Here are four lines from his "Hymn Upon St. 
Bartholomew's Day": 
Flesh is but clay! 
O fly my Soul and haste away 
To Jesus' Throne or Cross! 
Obey! 
 
Poetical Works 
Although Thomas Traherne's philosophical writings had a minor 
impact on the mystical circles of his day, the majority of his 
poetry was not published until more than 200 years after his 
death – precipitating a rediscovery and deeper appreciation of his 
exuberant mysticism. 
 
The only book of his published in his lifetime was a careful study 
of the development of the creeds. The poems were passed from 
publisher to publisher, but no one saw their worth or printed 
them. Finally, a scholar found the manuscripts offered on an 
outdoor stall in London. He bought them for pennies thinking 
they might be unpublished poems of Henry Vaughn. 
 
In 1896, two of his manuscripts of poetry were accidentally 
discovered in a tiny used book store in London. They were 
published as ‘Poetical Works’ in 1903. In 1910, another 
manuscript of his poetry was discovered in the British Museum, 
published as his Poems of Felicity. In 1967, another manuscript of 
poems was salvaged from a fire at a garbage dump, and published 
in 1989 as Commentaries of Heaven: The Poems. 
 
Today Thomas Traherne's poetry is studied with that of the other 
metaphysical poets of the seventeenth century. Thomas is 
commemorated by the Anglican church on October 10, which was 
the date of his death in 1674. 

 
Source: The Internet 

 
 

 
 “The world is a mirror of infinite 
beauty, yet no man sees it. It is a 
Temple of Majesty, yet no man 
regards it. It is a region of Light 
and Peace, did not men disquiet 
it. It is the Paradise of God.” - Thomas Traherne 
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ANNUAL THANKSGIVING FESTIVAL 
– A REPORT 

 
 
"It is more blessed to give than to receive" - Acts 20:35 
 
With sudden downpours becoming rather common of late in 
Chennai and ATF drawing near, we told the Lord, "Please hold 
the rains till Sunday afternoon" and somehow it was easy to 
believe He would. And He did, in such style! 
 
Until the last Sunday before ATF, only two families had come 
forward to hold breakfast stalls and it was a cause for concern. 
But to our pleasant surprise, three more volunteered just days 
before ATF and we even thought of requesting one of them to 
reduce the number of plates, to avoid surplus. It was indeed a 
case of "good measure, pressed down, shaken together and 
running over…” Oh, what an awesome God we serve!  
 
In the weeks leading up to the ATF, we met with our Pastor Rev. 
Paul Sudhakar, Dr. Rabinder Boaz the Secretary and Gemina 
Martin, Treasurer to share our updates and discuss further course 
of action. We were always high on motivation and encouragement 
because of their great leadership, continuous guidance and strong 
support. 
 
The digital layout of the positioning of all stalls prepared by 
Kavita Edward, with inputs from Sheba Dhyriam was very useful 
and much appreciated by our Pastor. 
 
On the night before D-Day, God enabled us to amazingly wind up 
everything by 9.30 pm. From overlooking the stall arrangement 
with the respective banners and fixing the sound system, to the 
flower arrangement inside the church, under the able guidance of 
Prema Samuel, everything went well by His abounding grace. 
Thanks to our manager Moses who did a fantastic job in helping 
us with all the arrangements (and also to Robert and Babu who 
chipped in wherever necessary). 
 
The service on 4th September morning was nothing but perfect. 
Thanks to the beautiful order of service by Anila Manoharan, the 
choice of hymns was much appreciated by the congregation, 
aided by the attractive slide deck prepared by Shreya Dhyriam 
and Kavita Edward. The vibrant invite video made by Dr. Sharon 
Grace was captivating. After the service, the ATF sale was 
declared open by the endearing chief guest Padmashri Manohar 
Devadoss, who wears his heart on his sleeve when it comes to his 
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deep love for STEC. The children sang "Thank You Lord" by Don 
Moen with accompaniment, and the congregation joined along in 
an attitude of gratitude. 
 
The thanksgiving sale got off to a flying start. The ‘Pastor Chef’ 
stall had tasty prawn curry prepared by our Pastor himself. The 
women's fellowship stall had mouth-watering varieties of 
sandwiches, vadai, fish and chicken cutlets, vivikam (sweet idli) 
and homemade snacks like coconut burfi, diamond cuts, wheat 
laddoo, murukku and brownies. The breakfast stall by Jayakumar 
had a variety of tiffin items for vegetarians. ‘Sujay Sujana’ stall by 
Surya Joshua and Esther Jayanthi offered a huge variety of dishes 
from poori and channa masala for breakfast to french fries, 
twister, popcorn, chick nuggets, chicken roll, cotton candy and 
potato twister. Manya Malhotra's stall called the Oasis had goli 
soda, and was loved by many.  
 
Shilpa Malhotra and her mother Prema Samuel's ‘Muffin Good’ 
stall had beef masala, pork vindaloo, chocolate cake, chocolate 
truffle, egg bonda, prawn momos, chicken toastie, barbecue 
chicken wings, sugarcane and tomato juice among other luscious 
items. The Sunday school stall had yummy homemade brownies 
and banana cakes prepared by Caroline Roopsingh, cool drinks 
and water bottles. The ‘Soundarapandians and Johnsons’ stall 
had home needs along with delicious french fries, chicken 
nuggets, popcorn, Munnar honey and straight-from-oven 
tandoori chicken which got sold in 5 minutes flat. 
 
The ‘Tasty Buds’ stall by Malini Sathyanesan had yummy 
brownies, chicken sandwiches, iced tea and idiyappam with 
chicken kurma for breakfast. CSI School for the Deaf sold super 
soft bread loaves prepared by the children themselves. A wide 
variety of flavoursome homemade snacks like murukku, kalakala, 
adhirasam, coconut burfi and chicken gravy, chicken cutlets and 
rosemilk, along with bags and stunning paintings featured in the 
Rapha stall. They also conducted a basket and ball game which 
was a whole lot of fun.  
 
The Dhyriams stall had the much-relished idiyappam and prawn 
curry for breakfast along with beef cutlets. Dr. Viji Devanand and 
Samyuktha Sarah’s ‘Frost Point’ had ice creams and gelatos in 
many exceptional flavours to beat the heat. 
 
Linen and Lucky dip held by Grace Rathnam and Shobana 
Soundarapandian had the traditional lucky dip, pillow covers, 
fancy ladies pouches and beautifully embroidered handkerchiefs. 
Leela Joshua Moses stall had idli and their signature pork gravy 
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for breakfast while the Jasweena Paul stall had juice and soan 
papadi. Tender coconut, which quenched the thirst of many and 
snacks were sold at the CSI St. Thomas Nursery and Primary 
School stall.   
 
A fancy leather bag along with a trendy saree was sold on raffle by 
the Choir fellowship while Edwin's family had the new lucky 
square game and the "guess the prize of the saree" raffle. High-
quality pictures of everyone who visited the Sweet Memories stall 
were clicked by James Thiraviaraj and Vijay. The games stalls 
namely ‘Shoot the target’ hosted by Aroop Samuel and Kevin 
Muller and GA Shanthakumar's ‘Balloon shooting battlefield’ had 
youngsters flocking in to try their chances at aiming well and 
winning prizes. 
 
Daniel Inbaraj and Emmanuel Santhakumar took care of the 
ticket counters. Jaswanth Soundarapandian enthralled everyone 
with his chirpy announcements. There was an astounding 
response to the Bible quiz, which was conducted by the exuberant 
Ana Fredrick. Tug of war was organized by the livewire Swithun 
Manoharan with support from Jayakumar. It turned out to be a 
terrific crowd-puller and was truly one of the day's highlights. The 
expert anchor Sushil Venglet conducted the Tambola game and 
made it even more fascinating with nicknames for the numbers 
called, and exciting prizes for the winners.  
 
The personality depiction competition judged by the efficient 
Sylvia Ponnaiya and Zibia James saw the children at their 
creative best depicting interesting characters like Paul and Abigail 
from the Bible. The treasure hunt hosted by Prince Wesley and 
Nikhil Rathnam had children in groups running around in 
excitement and euphoria. 
 
Praveen Paul and Jasweena Paul volunteered and stayed on till 
the end to complete the offertory counting including the ATF 
collections, initially aided by Milton Sigamoney, Angel Ponniah, 
Peter Thanapathy and Nikhil Rathnam. ATF ended with the 
distribution of the delicious mutton biryani for lunch, under the 
skilful command and supervision of Bright Joseph.  
 
The generous contribution of all sponsors towards biryani and 
stall expenses is commendable. We are also grateful to Fabiola 
Jacob, who organized the pre-event and post-event coverage from 
Mylapore Times, our neighbourhood newspaper – both online 
and in print. 
We, as convenors of ATF 2022, thank our dear Lord Jesus Christ, 
our beloved Pastor and STEC pastorate committee for the blessed 
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opportunity bestowed upon us and the memorable experience we 
had. We witnessed God's amazing power and His loving hand at 
work as we put our trust in Him. We also extend our sincerest 
appreciation and gratitude to the whole congregation for their 
warmth, support and participation. We give all glory, honour and 

praise to His Name alone. 

Convenors of ATF 2022 

 

NO SMALL WONDER 

 

On a Sunday morning in July, our pet cat Lily fell down from 
between two flights of stairs and injured her spine. She could not 
walk or even stand on her hind legs and was in great pain. We 
rushed Lily to the clinic immediately but since it was a Sunday, 
only a junior vet was on duty and he gave an anti-inflammatory 
injection and sent her home to rest. 

Two days later, we consulted the vet Dr Afzal, who is one of the 
experts in feline medicine in India. He did a thorough 
neurological examination of Lily and declared there was a spinal 
fracture and compression. He could not find any deep pain reflex 
in the hind legs, and so decided that there was no point in 
operating as there was almost no chance of her walking again. I 
did not expect to hear this and was very heartbroken. The vet also 
told us that he had seen very few cats recover from a spinal 
injury, but they were mostly kittens – Lily is 8 years old. He 
however advised us to take her home and keep her confined in a 
cage. 

At this point, all that we could do was pray with faith and hope for 
a miracle. While some mocked and ridiculed saying hurtful things 
like “It’s just a cat, get over it!” and “you may have to euthanise it” 
– there were many others who sincerely prayed for us. The BSF 
friends from my old group, a few acquaintances from the 
Canterbury Cathedral ‘Garden Congregation’, and some other 
close friends and relatives prayed earnestly, encouraging and 
enquiring about Lily periodically. I came across the last verse in 
the book of Jonah (4:11), where God expresses His concern for 
the people of Nineveh – and its many animals – and it 
strengthened my faith. 

Another major challenge was to pacify my daughter Natasha, who 
is so far away at Duke University. She was in the middle of an 
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internship and was completely devastated by this turn of events 
and I did not know how to comfort her. But God in His infinite 
mercy provided her with friends there, who spoke to her, 
counselled her and prayed for Lily. Her prayer request at Duke 
Chapel was taken seriously and many friends – from fellow 
choristers to the Chaplain kept praying and enquiring about Lily. 

Around the first week of September, to our utmost surprise, Lily 
started using her hind legs to stand up and take a few steps! It 
was indeed a miracle, as only a few weeks ago, she seemed to 
have lost all sensation in the hind limbs. God has graciously 
healed our cat – as we never really thought we would see her walk 
again! God also provided a physiotherapist specialising in the 
rehabilitation of dogs and cats with mobility issues, who has been 
helping Lily regain all functions. I’m so grateful for the prayer 
support we received at this time, and for God’s gracious healing. 
All glory to Him! 

Fabiola Jacob 
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BIBLE QUIZ FOR ALL 

 
 
All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, 
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, 

for correction, for instruction in righteousness. - II Timothy 3:16 
 
God honours and promises to bless all those who respect, love 
and meditate on His precious Word. It is the most valuable 
possession we own because it is our Father's love letter to us. 
Everything else will pass away, 'but the Word of God stands 
forever'. - Isaiah 40:8. 
 
The quiz is open to participants of all ages. 
 
Answers should be given by the 25th of the month.  Late entries 
will not be considered. Answers should be mailed to 
sheebs@hotmail.com or given to Mrs. Sheeba Roshan in person. 
Names of participants with score will be mentioned in the next 
issue. 
 
Winners will be awarded at the end of the year. 
 
QUIZ 10 

 
Portion: Judges           
Kindly provide the reference. 

 
1 Which judge killed 600 Philistines with an ox goad? 
2 According to the book of Judges, who is Othniel's uncle? 
3 Which judge succeeded in defeating the Canaanites? 
4 Who was Micha? 
5 Name Gideon's servant. 
6 Who was the captain of Javin's army? 
7 To whom did the land of Gibeah belong? 
8 Which judge was left-handed? 
9 How did they spend the feast of the Lord every year? 
10 Who led Israel for 22 years? 

 
Answers to Quiz 9: 
 
1. 110 (Joshua 24:29) 
2. Rehab (Joshua 2:1) 
3. Othniel (Joshua 15:17) 

mailto:sheebs@hotmail.com
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4. 100 pieces of silver (Joshua 24:32) 
5. Valley of Achor (Joshua 7:26) 
6. Sheshai, Ahiman, Talmai (Joshua 15:14) 
7. They were made to work as woodcutters and water carriers for 
the temple (Joshua 9:23) 
8. Ephraim (Joshua 19:50) 
9. Achan (Joshua 7:1) 
10. Army commanders placed their legs on their necks. Then 
Joshua hung their dead bodies on 5 poles. (Joshua 10:24) 
 

WINNERS 
 
Points tally after Quiz 9:   
      Sep 2022  Aggregate 

1 Alice Lawrence 10 70 

2 Daniel Inbaraj  10 90 

3 Daryl Christopher Rajiv - 40 

4 Deepa Ranjan 10 90 

5 Dorothy Evangeline Joshua  10 89 

6 Esther Jayanthi Surya  10 90 

7 Felicia William 10 90 

8 Hannah Cheryl Daniel 10 90 

9 Jadon Titus Muller 10 80 

10 Jason Travis Daniel  10 90 

11 Jeremy Roopsingh 

 

10 90 

12 Joann Ignatius 10 90 

13 Johnsson Jaden Dhyriam - 80 

14 Jonathan Ethan Dhyriam - 80 

15 Jonathan Roopsingh 10 90 

16 Joshua Emmanuel 10 90 

17 Keturah Manoharan - 60 

18 Kezia Regan  10 80 

19 Latha Chittaranjan 10 90 

20 Mahilini Santhosh 10 90 

21 Natalia Regan  10 80 

22 Nirmala Naveendhar 10 90 
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23 Ranjini Inbaraj 10 90 

24 Rohan Abraham Stanley  10 90 

25 Santosh Dhyriam 10 90 

26 Shekinah Dhyriam 10 90 

27 Shilpa Malhotra 10 90 

28 Shreya Dhyriam 10 90 

29 Tasha Grace  10 90 

30 Zoey Emmanuel 10 90 

 

 

 
GOD @ WORK 

 
 

I have been part of our church for the last 5 years and have been 
working in the IT/ITES Corporate sector all my corporate life, for 
more than 16 years. 
 
Most of my work experience has been with Hewlett-Packard. A 
couple of years ago, I changed my company as I felt I was not 
contributing back to the organization to my fullest potential. 
 
Initially, I was full of energy and wanted to prove to the world 
what I am capable of. But after about a year I came to realise that 
this new role had actually taken up all my time and effort. I could 
not spend time with family nor with God or be involved in the 
activities of our Church. I am a part of the church choir and there 
were choir practices where I got my laptop and attended 
meetings/worked on priorities for the day. There were days when 
I simply thought of quitting or running away because of the 
pressure I had to deal with on a daily basis with this role. 
 
So, I decided to move back to Hewlett-Packard where I have 
worked for more than 14 years, as I was aligned with the work-life 
balance the company had already offered me. 
 
With my years of experience and with all the networking I had 
built, especially with senior management people, I was thinking 
this would be a walk in the park. But little did I know that God 
was about to teach me His ways. 
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Around 4 to 5 months into my job hunt, I still had not even done 
a formal interview other than the initial call from the recruiters. I 
felt like the people I knew so dearly suddenly did not want to help 
me or could not help me. 
 
Teaching 1: Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on 
your own understanding. Yes, I had become so of the world that I 
thought I could do things on my own with my own understanding 
with my own networking that I had built. 
 
I was convicted and I repented. I prayed. I am the kind of person 
who thinks God will take care of me as I am His son and don't 
have to tell my Dad what I need or want. But for the first time, I 
prayed to God to give me a job back at HP. 
 
And God answered. It was that simple. I asked, He gave. It was 
through a person I would have greeted just a couple of times. He 
said there is an opening and asked me to contact the manager 
whom I already knew. A couple of interviews and I am through. 
Got the offer. A little hiccup with the release date from the other 
company but God worked it all through. 
 
Teaching 2: God has planned the end to the beginning of your 
life. He knew that I would change, He knew I would mess up with 
my decision-making, He knew I would turn to Him, and He knew 
He would answer. Yes, all things work together for those who 
trust in Him and know Him. 
 
And the best part is, He gave me a double promotion when I 
joined back at HP. That’s God at work! I Thank Him and praise 
Him for all that He has done and all that He is to me, along with 
you wonderful saints of God. 

Emmanuel Santhakumar 
 
 
 

  
 
“Be sensible of your wants, that 
you may be sensible of your 
treasures.” - Thomas Traherne 
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 REFORMATION 

The Reformation was the start of Protestantism in England. It started 
with the publication of the Ninety-five Theses by Martin Luther in 
1517. Gutenberg’s printing press helped in rapid spread of religious 
material in the vernacular. Other reformers such as Huldrych Zwingli 
and John Calvin arose, and they argued that salvation in Christianity 
was a completed status based on faith 
in Jesus alone and not a process that 
requires good works 
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THE OLD AND THE NEW 

A respected Bible Teacher I know happens to be Jewish.  He was 
raised as an Orthodox Jew.  As with many Jews today, he was 
raised not believing in Jesus as Messiah.  However, as a college 
student, he had a life-changing encounter with the God of the 
Bible.  As a result, he has been a devout believer in Jesus Christ 
for several decades now.  Referring to the Mosaic Covenant (the 
Law) and the Cross, my friend has an interesting saying: “The 
New is clearly concealed in the Old, and the Old is clearly 
revealed in the New”. 
 
The Old Testament is full of prophecies about the coming of our 
Lord and Savior.  But, more than that, there are pictures of Jesus 
Christ and His Cross sprinkled throughout the historical events 
and records of the Old Testament.  Why did God do this?  So that 
when Messiah (Jesus Christ) came on the scene, He would be 
recognizable beyond any doubt.  Both by word (prophecy) and 
deed (life events).  Here is one such picture that may be familiar. 
 
Serpents, or snakes, have a unique significance in the Bible.  They 
are a picture of Satan himself.  Satan is depicted as coming to Eve 
in the garden of Eden as a serpent (Genesis 3).  Then there is the 
account of “fiery serpents” attacking the people of Israel, on their 
journey towards the Promised Land (Numbers 21:4-9). 
 
The Israelites grumbled against God.  By doing so, they were 
distrusting and rejecting Him.  As a result, serpents killed many 
in the wilderness.  God instructed Moses to fashion a bronze 
serpent on a pole and lift it up in the camp of the Israelites.  
Anyone bitten by a serpent was to look at the serpent on the pole 
and would live.  Isn’t it interesting that God’s solution to the 
problem was an image of the very thing that caused the problem? 
Why? 
 
The serpents in this event are a picture of sin, and its deadly effect 
on man – death (Romans 6:23).  The bronze serpent on the pole 
is a picture of Jesus on the Cross.  Jesus said so Himself (John 
3:14-15) in the runup to that immortal statement that many have 
memorized, “For God so loved the world…”.  In John 12:32, Jesus 
again connects the dots between Moses’ bronze serpent and His 
imminent Crucifixion. 
 
But Jesus was sinless and pure.  Serpents are a picture of evil.  
What does the Cross have to do with a serpent on a pole? 
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Paul says that Jesus who was sinless became “sin for us”.  That is, 
He became the identification of OUR sin on the Cross.  Why?  So 
that God will FOREVER see us who believe in Jesus as the 
identification of Jesus’ righteousness (2 Corinthians 5:21).  What 
an amazing Lord and Savior we have! 
 
“For this cause, I was born, and for this cause, I have come into 
the world, that I should bear witness to the truth.  Everyone who 
is of the truth hears My voice.” ~Jesus 
 

David Jayakaran 
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We invite you to join, participate in or 
use your time and effort for the 
ministries, fellowships and activities 
of the church.  

 
 
Please get in touch with the following people: 
 
 
Sunday School – Grace Rathnam 
Blossoms for Christ (Tamil Sunday School) – Sheeba Roshan 
 
Adult Fellowship – Ajit Stanley Moses 
Women’s Fellowship – Vasanthi Premkumar 
Men’s Fellowship – Milton Sigamoney 
 
Rapha (Hospital Ministry) – Zibia Thiraviaraj 
Education Ministry (School) – Gemina Martin 
 
Church Library – Shailaja Henry 
Eco (Garden) – Premalatha Samuel 
 
Choir – Anila Manoharan 
Evangelism – Nirmala Stephen 
 
EānMé, Website Content – Fabiola Jacob 
Facebook, Twitter & Instagram moderation – Fabiola Jacob 
Multimedia Production – Aroop Samuel 
Weekly Bulletin (Pew Sheets) – Kavita Edward 
 
 
Write to us at stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com 
mentioning your preferred area of interest, and we will connect 
with you. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com
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CONNECT WITH 

ST. THOMAS ENGLISH 
CHURCH ONLINE 

 
 

 
 
We are on Social Media! 
 
Facebook  
Page: @StThomasEnglishChurch  
‘Like’ our Church page on Facebook to stay updated 
 
Group: https://www.facebook.com/CSI St. Thomas 
English Church, Santhome 
Join our Church group on Facebook to connect with 
each other and share / view pictures of church events 
 
 
Instagram 
Handle: @csi_stec 
Follow our Church Instagram handle to stay updated 
 
 
Twitter 
Handle: @CSI_STEC 
Follow our Church Twitter handle to stay updated 
 
 
YouTube 
Channel: St. Thomas English Church, Santhome 
Subscribe to our Church YouTube channel to participate 
in the livestreamed worship services.  
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/StThomasEnglishChurch/
https://www.facebook.com/
https://www.instagram.com/csi_stec/
https://twitter.com/CSI_STEC
https://www.youtube.com/c/StThomasEnglishChurchSanthome
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EANME AND YOU 

Why EānMé? 
‘EānMé’ – literally meaning “unless” in Greek – has its roots in 
St. Thomas the Apostle’s words of doubt. It is based on his 
famous words to the Risen Lord in St. John 20:25: “…Unless I see 
in His hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the 
print of the nails, and put my hand into His side, I will not 
believe.” 
 
‘Unless’ or ‘except’ in the King James Version is translated from 
the Greek word ‘EānMé’ εανμε (eh-an’ may) meaning: before, 
but, except, not or unless. 
  
You can contribute 
We welcome your original contributions to the EānMé in the form 
of articles (word limit: 840), poems, Protestant church pictures 
for the cover, or information relevant to the season. Please send 
your entries by hard / soft copy to reach the STEC church office 
via email to stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com or 
csistec1842@gmail.com by the 20th of every month. 
 
You can read the current issue of EānMé online at 
http://www.santhomeenglishchurch.org/. A few earlier issues 
have been archived on `CSI St. Thomas English Church’ 
Facebook page. 
 
Travelling on work or vacation? Don’t forget to click a 
picture! 
If you happen to visit or see a beautiful, historic Protestant 
church that you think should be on our EānMé cover, please click 
a hi-res picture and e-mail it, along with a short note about the 
Church, to stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com 
 
Share your feedback 
Do you have a comment on the articles, a fresh new idea or 
feedback about the EanMe that you would like to share with other 
readers? Mail it to the editor at 
stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com with ‘EanMe Mailbox’ in the 
subject. The best letters will be published in the next issue of the 
EanMe. 

mailto:stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com
mailto:csistec1842@gmail.com
mailto:stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com
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 FELLOWSHIP PROGRAMMES 
 

Sunday School  : 

English: Sunday – 8:00 am 
(during service) 
Tamil: Sunday – 4:30 pm 
(currently suspended due to 
pandemic) 

Women’s 
Fellowship 

: Saturday - 4:30 pm online 

Men’s Fellowship : Thursday - 6:30 pm online 

Adults’ Fellowship  : Saturday – 6:30 pm online 

Hospital visit  : 
II Sunday - 10:15 am (currently 
suspended due to pandemic) 

   

 

 
 
PASTORATE  
COMMITTEE 
MEMBERS 
 

Mr. Bright Joseph D. 
Mr. Ranjan Selvakumar C. 
Mr. Roshan Soundarapandian 
Mr. Santhakumar S. 
Mr. Wesley Isaac P. 
Mrs. Saroja Bai Godwin 
Mrs. Shilpa Nisha Malhotra 

   

  

 

 
The Rt. Rev. Dr. J. George Stephen 

Bishop in Madras 
 

Rev. J. Paul Sudhakar 
Chairman and Presbyter-in-charge 

 
Mr. Milton Sigamoney 
Mr. Ajit Stanley Moses 

Lay Readers 

    Dr. S. Rabinder Boaz 
    Secretary 

Mrs. Gemina Martin 
Treasurer 
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WORSHIP SERVICES – PLAN FOR OCTOBER 2022 

Date and 
Time 

Day Services and Preacher Theme Stewards for Bible 
Reading and 

Offertory 
2.10.2022 
7.30 am 
 
 
6.00 pm 

The Sixteenth 
Sunday  

after Trinity 
 

Laity 
Sunday 

 

Sung Eucharist 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul 
Sudhakar 
 
Evensong 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul 
Sudhakar 

 
Priesthood of 
all believers  

Isaiah 61:1-11 
Psalm 135:12-21 
1 Peter 2:1-10 
St. John 17:1-8 
 
Mr. & Mrs. Ranjan 
Selvakumar 

9.10.2022 
7.00 am 
 
 
8.15 am 
 
 
 
6.00 pm 

The 
Seventeenth 

Sunday  
after Trinity 

 
Youth 

Sunday 

Holy Eucharist 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul 
Sudhakar 
 
Sung Matins 
Sermon: Mr. Ashok 
Vedhanayagam 
 
Holy Eucharist 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul 
Sudhakar 

 
Youth with 

Christ in 
action  

Daniel 1:1-17 
Psalm 98 
Acts 6:1-7 
St. John 1:35-42 
  
Youth 
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16.10.2022 
7.30 am 
 
 
6.00 pm 

The 
Eighteenth 

Sunday  
after Trinity 

 
Sunday for 

the mentally 
& physically 
challenged 

and 
palliative 
patients 

 
Sung Eucharist 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul 
Sudhakar 
 
Evensong 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul 
Sudhakar 

 
 

Disability: 
care and 
honour  

II Samuel 9:1-13 
Psalm 146 
Acts 9:32-35 
St. Mark 3:1-6 
 
Mr. & Mrs. Deepak 
Rathnam 

23.10.2022 
7:30 am 
 
 
6:00 pm 
 
 

 

The 
Nineteenth 

Sunday after 
Trinity 

 

 
Sung Eucharist 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul 
Sudhakar 
 
Evensong 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul 
Sudhakar 

 
Christian 

response to 
consumerism 

 

Genesis 3:1-7 
Psalm 37 
Philippians 3:17–21 
St. Matthew 6: 25-34 
  
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel 
Alex 
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30.10.2022 
7:30 am 
 
 
6:00 pm 
 
 

The Twentieth 
Sunday after 

Trinity 

Reformation 
Sunday 

Sung Eucharist 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul 
Sudhakar 
 
Evensong 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul 
Sudhakar 

 
Celebration 

of God's 
sovereignty, 
justice and 

peace 

Exodus 7:1-7 
Psalm 89:1-18 
Romans13:1-7 
St. John 18:33-38 
  
Mr. & Mrs. Mal Isaac 
Stephen 

1.11.2022 
 
6:30 am 

 

First day of 
the month 

 
 
Holy Eucharist 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul 
Sudhakar 
 

 
All Saints’ 

Day 

 
 
Psalm 53 




