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Dearly beloved, 
 
Greetings in the name of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. 
 
I thank and praise God for the goodness and grace 
we have experienced throughout the previous 

month. 
 
September is the period in which generally all the churches in the 
Diocese of Madras observe and celebrate at least three important 
events, which are of historical importance. The first important 
event is CSI day. The Church of South India is presently 
understood to be a denomination.  The truth is that CSI is an 
amalgamation of various church traditions which has become a 
union. Also, the union had a great vision of working towards the 
larger union where other denominations were also expected to join 
the union. The conciliar union of the CSI, CNI and the Mar Thoma 
and the negotiations with the Lutheran churches have been 
initiated, but have not proceeded further. While the CSI seems to 
celebrate its 75th anniversary this year on the 27th of September, 
it is also necessary to take stock of all that has happened during 
the past, and the reasons for the failures. One has to concede to 
the fact of power-mongering, nepotism, blatant violations and 
perversion of the constitution, corruption etc., which is rampant 
from the top to the bottom of the church administration. This 
cannot go on, for the forces which work against Christ, 
Christianity and the Church are vying for a fitting opportunity. 
Nevertheless, let us with thankful hearts praise God for the 
guidance and blessings. 
 
The second important event we need to be mindful of is Teacher’s 
Day. The birthday of our late President Sarvapalli Radhakrishnan, 
on the 5th of September - the eminent scholar and a prodigy of our 
Lutheran mission school and the Madras Christian College - is 
celebrated throughout our country as teacher’s day This is 
important for us because it was the Christian Missionaries who 
pioneered to establish schools for the common people. One should 
not forget that education in this caste-ridden country was available 
only for a privileged few of the upper caste and was made available 
to the general public and the oppressed masses, by the Christian 
missionaries by their generosity and by law. Also, the educational 
institutions which the church seems to have acquired are what 
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they have left behind as their legacy. Christian community is 
generally associated with the teaching profession and a good 
majority of them are teachers who work in educational 
institutions. Thus, it becomes relevant and meaningful for us to 
observe teacher’s day. 
 
The third important celebration is the harvest festival. 
Traditionally it was the Methodist Church throughout the world 
which celebrated this festival for two important reasons. The first 
is scriptural and theological. For we believe that the earth is the 
Lord’s and the fullness there off. And what we receive from the 
earth is the bounty which we receive from God. The second reason 
is the church did comprise of the agrarian masses who find it a 
fitting opportunity to thank God for the year’s harvest. Today this 
is losing meaning since the population in the urban cities do not 
harvest, hence terms such as ‘Ingathering’ have come into place. 
The social festivals such as the ‘Fancy Fete’; which does not 
necessarily have religious meaning (the English word fête, 
pronounced /ˈfeɪt/ FAYT or /ˈfɛt/ FET, is borrowed from the 
Mediaeval Latin Festus via the French fête, meaning "holiday" or 
"party" - Courtesy Wikipedia).  
 
The Annual Thanksgiving Festival of our church is on the 4th of 
September this year, and we will have a thanksgiving service on 
Sunday morning followed by our traditional celebration of the 
Fete. Come let us join to celebrate. 
May God bless you all. 
 
Yours in His joyful service,  

Rev. J. Paul Sudhakar 
Presbyter-in-charge and Chairman 

 
 
 
 
 
"To know the will of God, we need 
an open Bible and an open map." — 
William Carey, pioneer 
missionary to India. 
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UNITY IN DIVERSITY 

 
 

Inside my grandfather’s old, worn-out 
Bible is a bookmark from the golden 
jubilee service of the formation of the 

Church of South India in 1997 at St. George’s Cathedral that he 
had insisted my father take him to, in spite of ill health and failing 
eyesight. As a retired Headmaster of Margoschis School, Nazareth 
and having served in various rural parishes of the Tirunelveli 
diocese as honorary Presbyter, he felt a strong sense of belonging 
to this unique union of churches that we now take for granted. 
 
In the year India gained independence, four different protestant 
church traditions were brought together in the CSI; Anglican, 
Congregational, Presbyterian, and Methodist. Uniting them all 
under one banner was no ordinary achievement. 
  
“That they all may be one…” (John 17:21) – the motto of the CSI, 
printed on the bookmark – is an inclusive affirmation of the need 
for the unity of all people. 
  
United in Spirit 
 
The beauty of unity amid diversity is a powerful image, close to 
God’s heart. 
 
The night before His death Jesus prayed for His followers. May 
they “be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you.” May 
they “be brought to complete unity. Then the world will know that 
you sent me” (John 17:21–23). 
 
United in Harmony 
 
We read in the Old Testament that David’s reign as king saw more 
than its share of conflict, yet the theme of Psalm 133, which is 
attributed to him, is unity. 
 
Psalm 133, a psalm of ascent—usually sung as people entered 
Jerusalem for annual celebrations, reminded the people of the 
benefits of living harmoniously despite differences that could 
cause division. Unity is described as refreshing dew (v. 3) and oil—
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used to anoint priests (Exodus 29:7) “running down” the head, 
beard, and clothing of a priest (v. 2). Together, these images point 
to the reality that in unity God’s blessings flow so lavishly they 
can’t be contained. 
 
United in Christ 
 
Paul, the apostle to the gentiles, urges us to “make every effort to 
keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. There is one 
body and one Spirit” (Ephesians 4:3–4), and these cannot be 
divided. 
 
For believers in Jesus, despite differences such as ethnicity, 
nationality, or age, there’s a deeper unity in the Spirit as Jesus 
leads us. We are called to embrace our God-given differences and 
celebrate the source of true unity. 
 

Fabiola Jacob 
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Gracing our cover this month is the charming St. 
Edward King and Confessor Church in New 
Addington, UK, photographed by Andrew 
Melvin. 
 
About the Church 
 

Located at the end of Central Parade in New Addington, the St. 
Edward King and Confessor Church is the Anglican parish in the 
area. 
 
Originally, this area was served by St. George's Church – a Chapel 
of Ease to the historic 11th-century Church of St. Mary the Blessed 
Virgin in Addington Village. The original St. George's church and 
its replacement were both destroyed by fire. 
 
New Addington is a large housing estate near Croydon, on the 
outskirts of south London. It was developed mainly in the 1950s 
and 1960s to decongest central Croydon and London. Until the 
1930s, the area now known as New Addington was farmland and 
woodland. In 1935, the First National Housing Trust purchased 
569 acres here to create a 'Garden Village', with 4,400 houses, 
shops, two churches, a cinema and a village green. 
 
The St. Edward King and Confessor Church built in 1957 by Caroe 
and Partners, consists of a nave, transepts and chancel beneath 
the crossing. Beyond the chancel is a separate chapel to the east. 
To the north of the chapel is a flat-roofed ambulatory and to the 
south is the flat-roofed wing containing the choir and clergy 
vestries. The vestry wing is connected to the church hall by means 
of a short garden wall with a gate in it. 
 
Today, New Addington forms the southern part of the ancient 
parish of Addington in metropolitan Surrey, adjacent to the border 
with Kent. It is surrounded by the Metropolitan Green Belt of open 
countryside, woodland and golf courses. 
 
A Baptist church, the Good Shepherd Roman Catholic Church, the 
Salvation Army and several other smaller places of worship can 
also be found here. 
 

Source: The Internet 
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GEMS FROM THE BIBLE 

 
 
Put them in your heart-bank – memorize and use them! 
 
Enter His gates with thanksgiving… - Psalm 100:4 
Oh, give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; - 1 Chronicles 16:34 
Give thanks in all circumstances; - 1 Thessalonians 5:18 
Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving - Psalm 50:14 
And be thankful. – Colossians 3:15 
 

Shobana Soundarapandian 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

JOIN US! 
 
 
 

We need volunteers to help us with: 
 

• Writing reports and articles for the EanMe 

• Co-ordinating / proof-reading the articles 

• Creating content for social media 
 
Please get in touch with us, or write to us at 
stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com if you are interested in 
taking up these responsibilities. 

 
 

 

mailto:stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com
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 BLUEPRINT 
 
 
A blueprint is a must before a building is set up to give shape, 
This will show the plan of the house to make; 
One is not allowed to from the blueprint deviate, 
To stick to the blueprint is a necessary mandate. 
 
The Lord has made a blueprint for our lives, 
We are born according to God’s blueprint made for us to thrive,  
We have to live according to God’s pattern that is set; 
No way could we change it, for our wishes to be met. 
 
Many a times, others plan to take the wrong path, will guide, 
This may make humans from God’s plans to slide; 
Satan, through people can show a way that looks better, 
This may take us to an end that is bitter. 
 
So what could be done, if we to God’s plans do not wish to adhere? 
Quicker we realise God’s plans it is better, 
Then one will come to know that His plans were well versed, 
As He is the Master Plan Maker of the Universe. 
 

Prema Jayasundar 
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WHY GOD MADE TEACHERS 
 
 

 
 
When God created teachers,  
He gave us special friends  
To help us understand His world 
And truly comprehend  
The beauty and the wonder  
Of everything we see,  
And become a better person  
With each discovery. 
 
When God created teachers, 
He gave us special guides  
To show us ways in which to grow 
So we can all decide 
How to live and how to do  
What's right instead of wrong,  
To lead us so that we can lead 
And learn how to be strong. 
 
Why God created teachers, 
In His wisdom and His grace, 
Was to help us learn to make our world 
A better, wiser place. 
 

Author Unknown 
 
 

 
 

 
"You can give without loving. But 
you cannot love without giving." — 
Amy Carmichael, missionary to 
India. 
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`HIDE THEM IN YOUR HEART' 
–  A SCRIPTURE CHALLENGE! 

 
 
Can you memorize Psalm 43 before 25 September 2022? 
 
If this offer appeals to you, please approach 
Roshan Soundarapandian (Mobile No: 
98403 88365) - a surprise awaits you! 
 
The winners will be announced in next 
month's EanMe!  
Of course, prizes would follow! 
 
Anyone can rise to the opportunity - no age limit – all the best!  
 
Why the Scripture Challenge? 
There is no other single discipline in Christian life that is more 
rewarding than memorizing Scripture. Our prayer life will be 
strengthened. Our witnessing will be sharper and effective. Our 
attitude and perspective will begin to change. Our mind will 
become alert, observant and confident, enhancing our faith in 
ourselves and in God. 
 
We need to hide God's Word in our hearts so that we don't sin 
against Him. Carrying Scripture in our hands and also in our 
hearts is a way to cherish God's Word, creating an amazing 
opportunity to meditate on the truth and hastening the process of 
transforming us into Christ-likeness. When we fill our minds with 
the Word of God, we build a barrier between us and the enemy. 
The more verses you memorize, the barricade becomes higher and 
stronger. 

 
The Word of God brings us wisdom, strength 
and hope. It gives assurance, solace, power and 
authority. Above all we will enjoy peace of 
mind. So come, let's indulge in this 
overwhelming experience! 
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Winners:  
 

Name  
Aug 2022 Aggregate 

Psalm 32 

Beatrice Tabitha  3 

Bernice Tanya  3 

Felicia William  8 

Iris Manoharan  8 

Jadon Titus Muller - 7 

Jemima Thilagan  8 

Jeremy Roopsingh  8 

Johnsson Jaden Dhyriam  8 

Jonathan Ethan Dhyriam  8 

Jonathan Roopsingh  8 

Joshua Emmanuel  8 

Keturah Manoharan  8 

Kezia Regan  4 

Manya Lily Malhotra  8 

Natalia Regan  5 

Priya Muller - 7 

Rachel Thiraviaraj - 5 

Ranjini Inbaraj  8 

Rohan Abraham Stanley  8 

Santhosh Dhyriam  8 

Shekinah Dhyriam  8 

Shreya Dhyriam  8 

Zoey Emmanuel  8 

 
 
 

 
"Sympathy is no substitute for 
action." — David Livingstone, 
missionary to Africa.
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REV. AARON 

- THE FIRST INDIAN PASTOR 
 

 

 
His name was Arumugam Pillai, (1698-

1745), a native of India, and he was the first Indian Lutheran 
pastor. His father traded with the English East India Company, 
but suffered a great loss and moved his family to Arasapuram, 
a Tamil-speaking region in South India. The poverty of the 
family was so severe that Pillai had to work in agricultural 
fields. At that time, he remembered the words that he had 
heard in Cuddalore and he was resolved to approach the 
Lutheran missionaries in Tarangambadi / Tranquebar for 
help, which he got. Tranquebar was the site where the first 
Pietist missionaries from Halle, Bartholomaus Ziegenbalg and 
Heinrich Plüschau, had landed in 1706. 
 
When Pillai was about 19 years old, he met Savarimuthu, a 
Tamil Christian school teacher, who was sent there by the 
Lutheran missionaries in Tranquebar. Savarimuthu introduced 
Pillai to the distinctive teachings and lifestyles of Lutheran 
Christians. Shortly after that Pillai moved to Tranquebar 
because he wanted to know more about the life and teachings 
of Jesus, as explained by the Lutheran missionaries. He keenly 
observed the dignified life of Tamil Lutheran Christians, who 
mostly hailed from the marginalized strata of Tamil society. 
Earlier they had been nobodies – generally abhorred, 
economically discriminated against, socially oppressed, and 
religiously excluded. Once they became acquainted with the 
Lutheran teachings of Jesus, they began to assess the merits 
and demerits of following Jesus within their traditional caste-
ridden society. They choose to become Christians and belong 
to the infant Lutheran congregation in Tranquebar. 
 
At age 20, Pillai asked Ziegenbalg for baptism. So that year he 
was baptized and took the name Aaron, symbolizing a new 
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beginning. He became a student at the first Tamil theological 
school, where he excelled in studying the Bible that was being 
translated by Ziegenbalg from Hebrew and Greek into Tamil. 
Aaron was a good student of Christian history and rhetoric He 
was also an efficient communicator who emerged as an 
important person of great trust and confidence. 
 
In 1719, he was appointed an assistant catechist at the New 
Jerusalem Church in Tranquebar. After that, he was also 
entrusted with the supervision of a school in the neighbouring 
village of Poraiyar. He visited and proclaimed the Gospel in 
Poraiyar, Sirkali and Sandirpadi in the Tamil-speaking region. 
By 1727, he was travelling far longer distances to preach the 
Gospel. His communication skills and interpersonal 
relationships enabled him to provide spiritual comfort to 
countless people. He was known for reconciling conflicts in 
families. 
 
The gravity of his character and services got the attention of 
German Lutheran missionaries. He effectively bridged the gap 
between European missionaries and Tamil people. He could 
easily move among Tamil people who belong to various 
religious beliefs and practices. Concerned about their total 
well-being, he attended to their needs. He pointed out the 
abusive aspects of local cultural and social beliefs and 
practices, and then he invited his dialogue partners to consider 
an alternative way of thinking and behaving, namely as 
Lutheran Christians. His life and work impressed the German 
missionaries so much that they realized that Tamil Christian 
leaders like Aaron could accomplish far more than they could 
ever even dream of. They proposed an ordination. 
 
After prolonged deliberations, with several ups and downs, he 
was ordained on December 28, 1733 as the first Indian 
Lutheran pastor. Aaron corresponded with various 
intellectuals in Germany and helped them to understand that 
Indo-European relationships could be pursued not only by 
political and commercial leaders but also by ordinary people 
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who were involved in reciprocal learning and mutual 
edification. 
 
In this regard, the contributions of Aaron cannot be 
overemphasized. He was the main link between the 
missionaries and the Tamil people and European intellectuals. 
He did not shy away from conflicts but squarely faced them 
and amicably solved them, thus he became an example for 
countless Tamil Christian leaders. Successive generations of 
his family have retained most aspects of his legacy. Bur 
recovering and interpreting his work for wider circles is an 
important task. Every Indian can be rightfully proud of leaders 
like Aaron. His spirit will live on as long we remember him as 
our role model. 
 

Story researched & provided by Beatrice Bengtsson,  
LWF Archives Courtesy: www.lutheranworld.org 

 
 

 
 
 

  
 
 
"God is a God of missions. He 
wills missions. He commands 
missions. He demands missions. 
He made missions possible through His Son. He made 
missions actual in sending the Holy Spirit." — George W. 
Peters. 

http://www.lutheranworld.org/


 

16 

 

ALL MY HOPE ON GOD IS 
FOUNDED 

  
Joachim Neander, the writer of this 
hymn, became a Christian when he was 
twenty and died at the age of thirty. But 
during his decade of faith, this German 
high-school teacher displayed great 

evangelistic zeal. All Neander’s hymns are notably rich in 
content and deep in meaning. Perhaps his best-known hymn is 
`Praise to the Lord, the Almighty.’ 
 
Robert Bridges, who adapted this hymn from German, was 
Britain’s poet laureate for a time. Wanting to raise the 
standard of British hymns, he translated many hymns from 
German and adapted numerous German melodies for British 
worshippers. He could not understand why he should have to 
sing something in church that insulted his intelligence.  
 
This Neander hymn, as translated by Bridges, is a noble 
blending of the talents and dedication of these two godly men. 
Though the towers and temples of this world fall to dust, as the 
hymn says, we can found our hope on God, Who alone is 
worthy of trust.  
 

All my hope on God is founded; 
He doth still my trust renew, 
Me through change and chance He guideth, 
Only good and only true. 
God unknown, He alone  
Calls my heart to be His own. 
 
Mortal pride and earthly glory, 
Sword and crown betray our trust; 
Though with care and toil we build them, 
Tower and temple fall to dust. 
But God’s power, hour by hour, 
Is my temple and my tower. 
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God’s great goodness e’er endureth,  
Deep His wisdom passing thought; 
Splendour, light, and life attend Him, 
Beauty springeth out of naught. 
Evermore from His store 
Newborn worlds rise and adore. 
 
Daily doth the Almighty Giver 
Bounteous gifts on us bestow; 
His desire our soul delighteth, 
Pleasure leads us where we go. 
Love doth stand at His hand; 
Joy doth wait on His command. 
 
Still from earth to God eternal 
Sacrifice of praise be done, 
High above all praises praising 
For the gift of Christ, His Son. 
Christ doth call one and all; 
Ye who follow shall not fall. 
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REV. VEDAM SANTIAGO  

[1868-1929] 
 

 

Though the idea of forming a united ‘Church of South India’ 
had been around for a very long time, the first movement 
that led to actual mediations came from a group of Indian 
clergymen who met at the Tranquebar conference in 1919. 
V.S. Azariah, Anglican Bishop of Dornakal and V. Santiago, 
a minister from the Madura Church council of the S.I.U.C. 
(South India United Church) were prominent among them.   
A remarkable and colourful personality, Rev. V Santiago 
was a great visionary, poet, musician, and social thinker. 
  
Early life 
Hailing from the beautiful, idyllic village of Silkuvarpatti 
near Vathalagundu, at the foothills of Kodaikanal, Vedam 
Santiago was born in 1868, the son of Vethamuthu. He had 
his early education at the Pasumalai Seminary School at 
Pasumalai near Madurai, and was found to be an 
exceptionally brilliant student. 
 
After graduation, Santiago worked as a teacher at 
Pasumalai High school for 14 years, and later as an 
Assistant Professor of Mathematics at the American 
College, Madurai for a few years. He resigned from this job 
when he received his call to ministry and studied theology. 
 
Ordained to ministry as a full-time Pastor in the American 
Madura Mission, he served at Vathalagundu from 1908 to 
1911, and later at Pasumalai. In 1917 Rev. V Santiago was 
elected as the President of the South India United Church 
(a union of Presbyterians and Congregationalists), and in 
1919 he became the Moderator. 
 
Architects of the Church of South India 
 
In 1919, an informal meeting of pastors of the Lutheran, 
Methodist, South India United Church and Anglican 
churches, was convened by Vedanayagam Samuel Azariah 
(later Bishop of Dornakal) and V. Santiago in Tranquebar. 
This milestone conference raised the question afresh as to 
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whether there was any valid reason for the churches to 
remain divided when they had the same Gospel of Jesus 
Christ to proclaim in their evangelistic mission. 
 
The Tranquebar manifesto stated, ‘That the union is the 
will of God, even as our Lord prayed that we might all be 
one, which the world might believe. We believe that union 
is the teaching of Scripture; “There’s one body, and one 
spirit, even as also ye were called in one God and Father of 
all, who is over all and through all, and in all.”’ Six Anglican 
Bishops led by Rev V.S. Azariah and 25 SIUC Pastors 
headed by Rev V Santiago signed the manifesto. 
 
This Tranquebar Manifesto served as a reference document 
for the succeeding conferences. It paved the way for one of 
the largest ever ecumenical alliances formed in the history 
of the Church and it happened in India. This laid the 
foundation stone for the inauguration of the Church of 
South India on 27 September 1947. The Church of South 
India as it exists today came into being with the 
perseverance and committed efforts of Rev. Vedam 
Santiago, and Bishop Azariah. 
 
Today, Rev V Santiago is also remembered for his many 
Tamil lyrics that are sung in Churches, including the very 
famous ‘Thasare Iththaraniai Anbai Yesuvukku 
Sonthamakuvom’. 

 
Source: The Internet 

 
 

  
 
"Any church that is not 
seriously involved in 
helping fulfill the Great 
Commission has forfeited 
its biblical right to exist." — 
Oswald J. Smith. 
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CELEBRATING GOD’S GOODNESS 

– ON CHOIR SUNDAY 
 

 
 
Every musical offering from our choir has been an 
experience of bringing us closer to our Lord. His presence 
reigned amidst the melody that rang so vibrantly in our 
church on Choir Sunday, 7 August 2022. 
 
The song “Goodness of God” brought us together in a spirit 
of thankfulness for God's compassion and mercy. Becky's 
lovely voice echoing His goodness, lifted our hearts as we 
remembered His faithfulness. Sharon joined in, singing so 
sweetly and meaningfully. Peace and comfort filled us as 
the choir so beautifully sang “Constantly Abiding”. 
 
Tasha reminded us that all things worked together for good 
for those who love God, through her reading of Romans. 
Keturah's confident recitation of Psalm 27 helped us recall 
God's goodness to David and his desire to live in the House 
of the Lord. 
 
We spotted talent in little Kezia Regan as her clear voice 
rang out amazingly, singing "I am the Church". Even as the 
voices gradually grew stronger, this thrilling rendering 
kindled our desire to dwell in the House of the Lord. "Lord 
plant my feet on higher ground" was sung prayerfully.  
Pastor reminded us in his sermon of the reality and 
importance of honouring the Messiah, appreciating God's 
love, counting our blessings and reflecting on our praises. 
“With my song” was sung joyfully even as the choir gave 
their hearts and voices to the Lord. 
 
“Dona Nobis Pacem” (in Latin meaning ‘Grant us peace’) 
was a prayerful preparation for communion. “Come and 
Dine” was a cheerful invitation to the Lord's supper, sung 
with a sprightly beat. The rich and pure love of God was 
nicely depicted in the lovely song “Love of God”. 
 
Our talented organist and choir director Anila Manoharan 
played with perfection and passionate engagement. We 
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thank her for putting together a beautiful collection of 
songs. We thank the choir for their hard work and practice 
that made the program a beautiful rendering of worship. All 
praise and glory be to our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ! 
 

Jemima Ravithilagan 
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BIBLE QUIZ FOR ALL 

 
All Scripture is given by inspiration of 
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction 
in righteousness. - II Timothy 3:16 
 

God honours and promises to bless all those who respect, 
love and meditate on His precious Word. It is the most 
valuable possession we own because it is our Father's love 
letter to us. Everything else will pass away, 'but the Word 
of God stands forever'. - Isaiah 40:8. 
 
The quiz is open to participants of all ages. 
 
Answers should be given by the 25th of the month.  Late 
entries will not be considered. Answers should be mailed to 
sheebs@hotmail.com or given to Mrs. Sheeba Roshan in 
person. Names of participants with score will be mentioned 
in the next issue. 
 
Winners will be awarded at the end of the year. 
 
QUIZ 9 
 
Portion: Joshua                    
Kindly provide the reference 
 
Questions 

1 How old was Joshua when he died?  
2 Who lodged the spies?  
3 Name Caleb's nephew.  
4 For how much did Jacob buy Shechem from 

Hamor?  
5 Where were Achan and his family stoned? 
6 Name the three sons of Anak.  
7 What was the punishment given to the Gibeonites?  
8 Which tribe did Joshua belong to?  
9 Who stole silver and gold from the ruins?  
10 How did God destroy the five kings of the Amorite 

army? 
 

mailto:sheebs@hotmail.com
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Answers to Quiz 8: 
 
ACROSS 
 1. Gerizim (Deut 11:29) 
 2. Og (Deut 3:11) 
 3. Jordan (Deut 1:5-7) 
 4. Pisgah (Deut 34:1) 
 5. Pentecost (Festival of Weeks) (Deut 16:9,10) 
 
DOWN 
 6. Ebal (Deut 11:29) 
 7. Moab (Deut 34:5) 
 8. Mosera (Deut 10:6) 
 9 Seven (during the seventh year/after end of sixth 
 year) (Deut 15:12) 
 10. Asps (Deut 32:33) 
 

WINNERS 
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WHEN MARRIAGE AND MOTHERHOOD  
BECOME IDOLS 

 
Our Highest Calling? 
 
“Motherhood is a woman’s highest calling.” It was said with 
awe, reverence, and authority. And it was said at a baby 
shower I went to a couple years ago. I was in attendance 
along with various friends, including one deeply saddened 
by infertility and one who longed to be married. 
 
Knowing my friends’ burdens, the statement stung like a 
slap on the cheek. 
 
I called my friend facing infertility as soon as I got in my car 
to go home. “I am so sorry you had to hear that,” I said. 
She’s smart and strong in the Lord and took it in stride, but 
it had left a mark for sure. We lamented the destructive 
impact the falsity might have had on everyone else in the 
room. 
  
Really? Idols? 
 
We love a story that ends with true love and happily ever 
after. We are raised on fairy tales: the sweet couple 
overcoming all odds, uniting in the end, and raising 
beautiful children while the sun sets in the distance. It’s the 
stuff of romantic comedies, Hallmark movies, and almost 
every Disney story. 
 
First comes love, then comes marriage, then comes the 
baby in the baby carriage. 
 
And indeed, marriage and motherhood are good gifts. You 
will never catch me saying otherwise. Romantic love is a 
blessing. Covenantal love in marriage is remarkable. 
Marriage as a symbol of Christ’s love for the church induces 
awe and worship in me. Children are a gift from the Lord 
(Ps. 127:3). Whoever receives these gifts should rejoice and 
steward them well. 
 
But the Christian church—at least the church in the United 
States, which I love and serve with my whole heart—has a 
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tendency to set marriage and motherhood on a pedestal 
that Scripture does not support. Remember, “an idol is 
whatever you look at and say, in your heart of hearts, ‘If I 
have that, then I’ll feel my life has meaning, then I’ll know I 
have value, then I’ll feel significant and secure.’ 
 
Idols are good things that we turn into ultimate things. 
 
Church Chatter 
 
We in the church can know we’ve made marriage and 
motherhood idols by the way we talk about them and frame 
them in our ministries and programs. Our words and 
church bulletins reveal, even though it’s likely 
subconscious, that we can’t imagine that unmarried or 
childless adults have really “arrived.” We doubt their 
maturity until they have a spouse and some kids to prove it. 
I know many singles and childless couples who have been 
wounded, confused, or angered by thoughtless comments 
made by members of their church family. 
 
Single and childless adults often feel they’re an 
afterthought. They know they’re usually the last ones to be 
considered to host or lead an event. And so, many simply 
leave the church. A recent LifeWay study reveals that 
amongst Christians ages twenty-three to thirty who stopped 
regularly attending church, 29 percent said it was because 
they no longer felt connected to the people there. 
 
Trying to Counter the Culture 
 
Marriage and motherhood are good gifts. But, like all good 
gifts, if we look to marriage and motherhood for our 
ultimate meaning, value, significance, or security, rather 
than to God himself, then they do indeed become idols. We, 
especially in the church, can place more weight on these 
temporary and secondary gifts than they are meant to bear. 
But how did that happen? How did we come to do this? 
 
For decades the church has been busy fighting cultural 
counterfeits that are basically the exact opposite of 
marriage and motherhood. The church has been right to 
react against the ways the Sexual Revolution has denigrated 
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women, marriage, and families. But in so doing, we have 
unwittingly devalued singleness and childlessness, which 
are no less valuable, no less designed by God, and no less 
intended by our Creator than marriage and parenthood. 
 
Author Rebecca McLaughlin concludes, “While we are right 
to champion marriage above any other form of sexual 
relationship (from promiscuity on the one hand to long–
term cohabitation on the other), we are not right to 
champion marriage above faithful singleness. The apostle 
Paul would not be impressed.” 
 
Let us Not Moralize Marriage and Motherhood 
 
The thing about “motherhood is a woman’s highest calling” 
is that it’s a moral judgment. It says good women are 
moms. It says motherhood is the best way to be a female. I 
love being a mom and I count it one of my greatest joys, but 
it is by no means the result of my good behavior or my wise 
choices or an indication of my preferred status in God’s 
kingdom. It is not who I am. 
 
When we moralize marriage and motherhood in this way, 
we inadvertently create a hierarchy in the church with the 
moms on top (the more children the godlier) and the 
singles without children on the bottom. Unknowingly, we 
laud the former and alienate the latter. 
 
Not only that, but we diminish diversity. My single friend 
who is a missionary and a spiritual mother to many says 
this false idea about motherhood reduces women to one 
dimension, when we are really made for so much more. Our 
God is creative and has designed each one of us with 
various skills, abilities, and resources. Whatever you and I 
do, in word or deed, let’s do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him 
(Col. 3:17). 
 
For many of us, by God’s grace that will be marriage and 
motherhood. For many of us, also by God’s grace, that will 
be singleness and childlessness. Who knows what God has 
for each one of us? 
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Your highest calling and mine is not limited to a temporary 
role here on earth. Marriage and motherhood are fleeting. 
They cannot deliver the soul satisfaction we long for. Our 
spouses and children will falter and fail; they will never give 
us what only Jesus can, because you and I were created by 
Jesus and for Jesus. 
 
May you and I and every woman—married or not, childless 
or not—seek the things that are above, where Christ is. He 
is our life, and one day we will appear with him and his 
whole family in glory (Col. 3:2–4). 
 

Excerpt from an article in www.crossway.org. 
Jen Oshman is a missionary and pastor’s wife. She is the 

mother of four daughters and a published author. 
 

 
 
 
 

THE POWER OF PRAYER 
 
 

 
Do you have a prayer point that you would like to share 
with our Church prayer group?  
 
Please mail it to us at stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com 
or drop it in the box at the main door of our Church, so that 
it can be included in the prayer list. 
 
 
 

  
 
"Missions is not the 'ministry of 
choice' for a few hyperactive 
Christians in the church. 
Missions is the purpose of the 
church." — Unknown 
 
 
 

http://www.crossway.org/
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ARCHEOLOGICAL DIG 

FINDS BYZANTINE LINK 
TO BIRTHPLACE OF THE 

APOSTLES 
 

Archaeologists believe that they have discovered the lost 
Byzantine “Church of the Apostles”, said to mark the 
birthplace in Galilee of St Peter and St Andrew. 
 
Working on the remains of a substantial fifth-century 
basilica, the archaeologists uncovered a mosaic inscription 
in Greek, containing an invocation of “the chief and 
commander of the heavenly apostles”: a title reserved solely 
for St Peter by Christians in the Byzantine period. The 
experts believe that the church could have been built over 
the house where the apostles were born, four centuries 
earlier. 
 
The church is at el-Araj, on the north-eastern shore of the 
Sea of Galilee, one of three sites in the Holy Land which are 
said to be Bethsaida, the birthplace of Simon Peter, his 
brother Andrew, and a third apostle, Philip. In St Luke’s 
Gospel, Jesus performed the miracle of the feeding of the 
5000 nearby. 
 
The archaeologists from the Kinneret Institute for Galilean 
Archaeology, in Israel, and Nyack College, New York, have 
spent six years examining the site. The church was first 
unearthed in 2019, and they have previously found 
evidence of first-century Roman occupation. They say that 
that fits with the records of the settlement of Bethsaida, 
which was originally the Roman town Julias, named after 
the daughter of the Emperor Augustus. 
 
In the eighth century, St Willibald, a German bishop, 
reported visiting a site known as “the Church of the 
Apostles” as he travelled from the fishing village of 
Capernaum nearby. He did not give the exact location but 
recorded that it was at “Bethsaida from which came Peter 
and Andrew. There is now a church where previously was 
their house.” 
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Excavations are due to resume in October, with the aim of 
clearing the entire church and finding more inscriptions, 
some possibly relating to St Andrew. 
 
The dedication, framed in a round medallion of black 
tesserae, was part of the mosaic floor in the sacristy, which 
was decorated with floral and geometric patterns in the 
Byzantine style. 
 
“This is clear evidence that the site we’re excavating is the 
church referred to by St Willibald as the church built over 
the house of St Peter and Andrew,” the academic director of 
the dig, Dr R. Steven Notley, from Nyack College, said. 
“This discovery is our strongest indicator that the basilica 
had a special association with St Peter, and it was likely 
dedicated to him. Since Byzantine Christian tradition 
routinely identified Peter and Andrew’s home in Bethsaida, 
it seems likely that the basilica commemorates their home.” 
 

Courtesy: Paul Wilkinson, www.churchtimes.co.uk 
 
 

 

http://www.churchtimes.co.uk/
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WHERE IS THE APOSTLES’ 
CREED FOUND IN THE BIBLE? 
 
 
Though not composed by the apostles 

of Christ, the Apostles Creed contains a summary of their 
teachings as recorded in Scripture. 
 
Written around 140 AD, the Apostles Creed like the Nicene 
Creed and the Athanasian Creed was a way for ordinary 
tradesmen and farmers to learn about and pledge their lives 
to the God of the Bible – mainly to counter heretical 
teachings that were emerging. 
 
I believe (John 3) 
in God, the Father (Psalm 103) 
almighty (Psalm 89) 
creator of heaven and earth. (Genesis 1) 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, (Colossians 1) 
his only Son, (John 1) 
our Lord, (Romans 14) 
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit (Luke 1) 
born of the virgin Mary (Isaiah 7) 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, (Isaiah 53) 
died, and was buried; (Matthew 27) 
 
On the third day he rose again, (Luke 24) 
he ascended into heaven, is seated at the right hand of the 
Father (Hebrews 9) 
 
and will come again (Mark 13) 
to judge the living and the dead. (Revelation 20) 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, (Acts 2) 
the holy universal church, (1 Peter 1) 
the communion of saints, (Ephesians 2) 
the forgiveness of sins, (Jeremiah 31) 
the resurrection of the body, (Daniel 12) 
and the life everlasting. Amen. (Revelation 21) 
 

Courtesy: Jonathan Petersen for Bible Gateway 
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We invite you to join, participate 
in or use your time and effort for 
the ministries, fellowships and 
activities of the church.  

 
 

Please get in touch with the following people: 
 
 
Sunday School – Grace Rathnam 
Blossoms for Christ (Tamil Sunday School) – Sheeba 
Roshan 
 
Adult Fellowship – Ajit Stanley Moses 
Women’s Fellowship – Vasanthi Premkumar 
Men’s Fellowship – Milton Sigamoney 
 
Rapha (Hospital Ministry) – Zibia Thiraviaraj 
Education Ministry (School) – Gemina Martin 
 
Church Library – Shailaja Henry 
Eco (Garden) – Premalatha Samuel 
 
Choir – Anila Manoharan 
Evangelism – Nirmala Stephen 
 
EānMé, Website Content – Fabiola Jacob 
Facebook, Twitter & Instagram moderation – Fabiola 
Jacob 
Multimedia Production – Aroop Samuel 
Weekly Bulletin (Pew Sheets) – Kavita Edward 
 
 
Write to us at stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com 
mentioning your preferred area of interest, and we will 
connect with you. 
 

 
 
 
 

mailto:stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com


 

34 

 

 
CONNECT WITH 

ST. THOMAS ENGLISH 
CHURCH ONLINE 

 
 

 
 
We are on Social Media! 
 
Facebook  
Page: @StThomasEnglishChurch  
‘Like’ our Church page on Facebook to stay updated 
 
Group: https://www.facebook.com/CSI St. Thomas 
English Church, Santhome 
Join our Church group on Facebook to connect with 
each other and share / view pictures of church events 
 
 
Instagram 
Handle: @csi_stec 
Follow our Church Instagram handle to stay updated 
 
 
Twitter 
Handle: @CSI_STEC 
Follow our Church Twitter handle to stay updated 
 
 
YouTube 
Channel: St. Thomas English Church, Santhome 
Subscribe to our Church YouTube channel to participate 
in the livestreamed worship services.  
 

 

 
 

Mrs. Helen Vimal Manuel slept in 
the Lord on 30 August 2022 

 

https://www.facebook.com/StThomasEnglishChurch/
https://www.facebook.com/
https://www.instagram.com/csi_stec/
https://twitter.com/CSI_STEC
https://www.youtube.com/c/StThomasEnglishChurchSanthome
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EANME AND YOU 

Why EānMé? 
‘EānMé’ – literally meaning “unless” in Greek – has its 
roots in St. Thomas the Apostle’s words of doubt. It is based 
on his famous words to the Risen Lord in St. John 20:25: 
“…Unless I see in His hands the print of the nails, and put 
my finger into the print of the nails, and put my hand into 
His side, I will not believe.” 
 
‘Unless’ or ‘except’ in the King James Version is translated 
from the Greek word ‘EānMé’ εανμε (eh-an’ may) meaning: 
before, but, except, not or unless. 
  
You can contribute 
We welcome your original contributions to the EānMé in 
the form of articles (word limit: 840), poems, Protestant 
church pictures for the cover, or information relevant to the 
season. Please send your entries by hard / soft copy to 
reach the STEC church office via email to 
stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com or 
csistec1842@gmail.com by the 20th of every month. 
 
You can read the current issue of EānMé online at 
http://www.santhomeenglishchurch.org/. A few earlier 
issues have been archived on `CSI St. Thomas English 
Church’ Facebook page. 
 
Travelling on work or vacation? Don’t forget to 
click a picture! 
If you happen to visit or see a beautiful, historic Protestant 
church that you think should be on our EānMé cover, 
please click a hi-res picture and e-mail it, along with a short 
note about the Church, to 
stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com 
 
Share your feedback 
Do you have a comment on the articles, a fresh new idea or 
feedback about the EanMe that you would like to share with 
other readers? Mail it to the editor at 
stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com with ‘EanMe Mailbox’ 
in the subject. The best letters will be published in the next 
issue of the EanMe. 

mailto:stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com
mailto:csistec1842@gmail.com
mailto:stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com
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 FELLOWSHIP PROGRAMMES 
 

Sunday School  : 

English: Sunday – 8:00 am 
(during service) 
Tamil: Sunday – 4:30 pm 
(currently suspended due to 
pandemic) 

Women’s 
Fellowship 

: Saturday - 4:30 pm online 

Men’s Fellowship : Thursday - 6:30 pm online 

Adults’ Fellowship  : Saturday – 6:30 pm online 

Hospital visit  : 
II Sunday - 10:15 am (currently 
suspended due to pandemic) 

   

 

 
 
PASTORATE  
COMMITTEE 
MEMBERS 
 

Mr. Bright Joseph D. 
Mr. Ranjan Selvakumar C. 
Mr. Roshan Soundarapandian 
Mr. Santhakumar S. 
Mr. Wesley Isaac P. 
Mrs. Saroja Bai Godwin 
Mrs. Shilpa Nisha Malhotra 

   

  

 

 
The Rt. Rev. Dr. J. George Stephen 

Bishop in Madras 
 

Rev. J. Paul Sudhakar 
Chairman and Presbyter-in-charge 

 
Mr. Milton Sigamoney 
Mr. Ajit Stanley Moses 

Lay Readers 

    Dr. S. Rabinder Boaz 
    Secretary 

Mrs. Gemina Martin 
Treasurer 
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WORSHIP SERVICES – PLAN FOR September 2022 

Date and 
Time 

Day Services and Preacher Theme Stewards for Bible 
Reading and 

Offertory 
4.9.2022 
7.30 am 
 
 
6.00 pm 

The Twelfth 
Sunday  

after Trinity 
 

Annual 
Thanksgiving 

Festival  
 

 
Sung Eucharist 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul Sudhakar 
 
Evensong 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul Sudhakar 

 
Thanksgiving  

Deuteronomy 26: 1 – 
11  
Psalm 103: 1 – 11  
II Corinthians 9: 6 – 11  
St. Luke 21: 1 – 4 
 
ATF - Convenors 

11.9.2022 
7.00 am 
 
8.15 am 
 
 
 
 
6.00 pm 

 
The Thirteenth 

Sunday  
after Trinity 

 
Education 

Sunday 

 
Holy Eucharist 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul Sudhakar 
 
Sung Matins 
Sermon: Mrs. Shyamala 
Suresh 
 
Holy Eucharist 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul Sudhakar 
 

 
 

Education 

Jeremiah 8: 4 – 9  
Psalm 119: 89 – 103  
Ephesians 4: 11 – 16  
St. Peter 23: 1 – 12   
 
Teachers 
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Date and 
Time 

Day Services and Preacher Theme Stewards for Bible 
Reading and 

Offertory 

18.9.2022 
7.30 am 
 
 
6.00 pm 

The Fourteenth 
Sunday  

after Trinity 
 

CSI Platinum 
Jubilee 
Sunday 

 
Sung Eucharist 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul Sudhakar 
 
Evensong 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul Sudhakar 
 
 

 
 

Unity in 
service  

Exodus 4:27-31 
Psalm 28 
I Corinthians 3:1-15 
St. John. 17:9-23 
 
Mr. & Mrs. Benjamin 
Hastings 

25.9.2022 
7:30 am 
 
 
6:00 pm 
 
 

The Fifteenth 
Sunday after 

Trinity 

Women’s 
Sunday 

 
Sung Eucharist 
Sermon: Mrs. Susannah Paul 
 
Evensong 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul Sudhakar 
 

 
Women  

Exodus 1: 15 – 22  
Psalm 45: 1 – 17  
Romans 16: 1 – 5  
St. Luke 24: 1 – 10  
 
Women’s Fellowship 

1.10.2022 
 
6:30 am 

 

First day of the 
month 

 
 
Holy Eucharist 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul Sudhakar 
 

 
Light and 

truth 

 
 
Psalm 43 


