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Dearly beloved in Christ, 
 
Greetings in the name of the crucified and risen 
Lord. 
 
I thank and praise God for all the goodness that 
we have received from God’s hand during the 

previous month. I wish and pray that we would be guided and led 
by God through the coming month. 
 
August is the month in which the whole nation celebrates the 
anniversary of our Independence. This year is quite important 
because we celebrate the Platinum Jubilee of our Independence 
Day.  We have liberated ourselves from the colonial rulers, but we 
have come into the age of Neo-Colonialism. It is seen as the power 
change from the British to the Banniyas of India. 
 
The soaring price rise in our essential commodities, where the new 
GST taxes are levied for every small product and service and the 
scarcity in the Job market all have now taken the country 
backwards. Gandhi’s Dandi march, the salt satyagraha where the 
whole nation was aroused, had one single agenda, fighting against 
the British for levying a tax on salt.  
 
But today to speak against the Government even inside the 
parliament is not possible, as members are suspended for raising 
their voices. The GDP growth of the nation has slid from 10.5 to 3. 
The growing atrocities against the minorities, the brazen change in 
the constitution, the tampering with the Judicial system etc., have 
now forced us to question, what sort of freedom we have in India. 
Nevertheless, we do celebrate our freedom. 
 
The second important event during this month is the celebration 
of Women in the Church of South India, Diocese of Madras. 
Women’s Sunday is an event that every parish in the diocese looks 
forward to.  There are some reasons for us to celebrate. Let me 
take this time to mention a few. 
 
Madras Diocese has been the forerunner and pioneer in ordaining 
women in the church. The first move was in 1984. This was not 
possible since there was a court case against the ordination. 
Thanks be to God, Justice prevailed and the Rev. Elizabeth Betty 
Paul became the first ordained woman in the CSI. 
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Madras Diocese had its constitution amended to have women 
participate in the council meetings. The second person who is sent 
from the pastorates as the counsel delegate has to be a woman. 
This means women are part of the clergy and among the lay people 
fifty percent of representation would be from women. Also, for 
every Pastorate’s local administration, 30 percent is to be reserved 
for women. These are the few reasons why it is worth celebrating 
the women of our church. 
 
While we speak of women in the church we also need to think of 
the young girls in schools and colleges who have died a suspicious 
death. This has become a point of grave concern. The arrogant 
killings of girls among the people with caste madness are really 
questioning the freedom of women in India. 
 
The model that the church has before her, is the one of Jesus. The 
life and the teaching of Christ is the true model for all of us to 
emulate. Jesus demonstrated what real freedom means. Freedom 
in the context of domination, suppression, and exploitation, is 
where Jesus spoke of liberation, loud and clear. He was truly a 
leader who demonstrated solidarity with women and gave space 
for them in his ministry. Jesus could do this two thousand years 
ago in a male chauvinistic society. 
 
The scripture in John 8:36 reads “if the Son sets you free, you will 
be free indeed”. This is very true even today for we believe that 
true freedom comes from Jesus Christ our God. Amen. 
 
Yours in His joyful service,  

Rev. J. Paul Sudhakar 
Presbyter-in-charge and Chairman 

 
 
 
 
 
“How can we understand 
forgiveness if we haven't recognized 
the depth of our sin?” - John 
Henry Newman 
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THE DEEPEST WOUNDS 
 

Great works of art are supposed to stir in 
us, the deepest of emotions. My first 
thought on seeing William Blake’s ‘Naomi 
entreating Ruth and Orpah…’ which I 
came across only quite recently, was the 

sorrow on Naomi’s face, framed by the halo that Blake had so 
thoughtfully added. 
 
Besides its Biblical connotation, this painting struck me as a 
picture of betrayal. Forget the mother-in-law daughters-in-law 
equation and its modern implications, here were three women 
facing the same predicament. And living in an age when there was 
strength in numbers, the logical thing to do would have been to 
stick together. But that was not to be. The emotion on Naomi’s 
withering face says it all. We do not know why Blake picked this 
scene of great sadness and grief, but it does remind one of Martin 
Luther King Jr.’s famous quote: “In the end, we will remember not 
the words of our enemies, but the silence of our friends.” 
 
Jesus was betrayed too 
 
Betrayal, denial and desertion are emotions that our Lord himself 
experienced. At the Last Supper, the pain of Judas’ betrayal is 
evident in Jesus’ words, “He who shared my bread has turned 
against me” (John 13:18), as He quotes from Psalm 41:9. But 
Judas is not the only one to betray Jesus. At the Garden of 
Gethsemane, when he asked his closest friends to stay and pray 
with Him, they kept falling asleep. Later, they fled from the scene 
of crucifixion. 
 
We may have experienced the betrayal of a friend too. But how we 
respond to that pain is important. Even after Jesus knew that 
Judas was going to betray Him, he continued to refer to him as 
‘friend’. Do we show the same compassion towards those who 
betray us? 
 
Betrayed yet blessed 
 
We also read in the Bible how Joseph was betrayed by his 
brothers, sold into slavery, forgotten by people he helped, falsely 
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accused, and unjustly imprisoned. But he overcame all these 
setbacks to become the second most powerful man in Egypt. 
  
Earlier in Genesis 45:5-8, and in Genesis 50:20, Joseph 
acknowledged God’s sovereignty and purpose in his life—that God 
overrules human sin for His glory and the ultimate good of 
mankind. Paul sums up the same truth in Romans 8:28: “We 
know that all things work together for good to those who love God, 
to those who are the called according to His purpose.” 
 

Fabiola Jacob 
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Featured on the cover this month, is ‘Naomi 
Entreating Ruth and Orpah to Return to 
the Land of Moab’, painted by William Blake 
in 1795. 
 
About the Painting 
 

William Blake (1757–1827), known for his immortal poetic lines 
like “Tyger Tyger, burning bright, In the forests of the night;” and 
“A Robin Red breast in a Cage, Puts all Heaven in a Rage” is also 
considered one of the most original visual artists of the Romantic 
era. 
 
Largely unrecognised during his life, Blake is now a seminal figure 
in the history of poetry and visual art of the Romantic Age. Blake 
believed the Bible to be the greatest work of poetry ever written, 
and it provided inspiration for much of his work. 
 
In this print, Blake draws from the book of Ruth chapter 1, verses 
11-17 for inspiration and portrays Naomi entreating her daughters-
in-law Ruth and Orpah to return to the land of Moab. Naomi, seen 
at the left in a black robe, and her two daughters-in-law have 
become widowed, and she decides to leave the land of Moab to 
return to her kin in Judah. Ruth, who is embracing her, remains 
devoted to Naomi, and returns with her, but Orpah, walking off to 
the right, decides to stay. Interestingly, because of her place in the 
lineage of David and so that of Jesus, Blake gives Naomi a halo, 
but not Ruth. 
 
This painting is from a series of 12 known as 'The Large Colour 
Prints'. Blake described his technique as “fresco.” It appears to be 
a form of monotype: using oil and tempera paints mixed with 
chalks, Blake painted the design on a smooth surface (a 
copperplate or piece of millboard), from which he pulled several 
prints simply by pressing a sheet of paper against the damp paint. 
He finished the designs in pen and ink; each was a unique 
impression of the original. 
 
Today, Blake is known among students of art for extreme 
experimentation and a body of work that’s difficult to classify or 
categorize; he prized the imagination above all else, claiming it to 
be the pinnacle of human existence. 
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Besides his brilliant poetry, some of William Blake’s most well-
known artworks include ‘The Ancient of Days’, ‘The Great Red 
Dragon’ and the ‘Woman Clothed in Sun’, and the illustrations for 
his collected poems in ‘Songs of Innocence and Experience’. He 
also painted scenes from literary classics like Milton’s ‘Paradise 
Lost’ and Chaucer’s ‘The Canterbury Tales’. 

Source: The Internet 
 

 

 

JOIN US! 
 
 
 

We need volunteers to help us with: 
 

• Writing reports and articles for the EanMe 

• Co-ordinating / proof-reading the articles 

• Creating content for social media 
 
Please get in touch with us, or write to us at 
stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com if you are interested in 
taking up these responsibilities. 

 
 

  

GEMS FROM THE BIBLE 
 
 
Put them in your heart-bank – 
memorize and use them! 
 
Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord - Psalm 95:1 
Sing and make music from your heart to the Lord - Ephesians 5:19 
So also, in Christ all will be made alive - I Corinthians 15:22 
If my people pray…I will heal their land - II Chronicles 7:14 
And he rules over the nations - Psalm 22:28 
 

Shobana Soundarapandian

mailto:stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com
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 THIS MITE DID NOT MAKE 
ANY NOISE 

 
During the synagogue times, the collection boxes made a tinkling 
sound, 
When coins were dropped, this sound could be heard around; 
Jesus sat near the collection box, when a mite was dropped by a 
widow that made no sound, 
Jesus heard a heavy thud sound which Christ’s heart did pound. 
 
Jesus said, that this widow’s coin in Heaven made the loudest 
noise, 
She gave everything she had, and with an empty purse she was 
poised; 
“Others gave from their riches,  
The mite was all she had, and gave to the Lord with her wishes.” 
 
“Woe to Pharisees and hypocrites, you pay tithes on mint, anise 
and cumin seed, 
To fulfil your commitment, given as corban and leave out your 
parents in need; 
By doing so, your duty towards your parents is over you feel. 
That there is no need to help them, or give a meal.” 
 
“How with others you deal, according to the same manner, 
You will be dealt with sooner; 
An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth,”  
This is the universal truth. 

Prema Jayasundar 
 

 
 

  
  

"God created you to do him some 
particular service. He has given 
some work to you that he has not 
given to another. You have your 
mission. You shall do good." – John Henry Newman 
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MOUTH ORGAN 
 
 
 

Anila is the brilliant choirmaster of the St. Thomas English Church 
at San Thome. She had heard from her mother Christleda, that I 
play the mouth organ well. Anila who plays the mighty pipe organ 
of the church requested me to play a couple of Christian songs on 
my little mouth organ during a Sunday morning service in the 
church. 
  
So, on 14 October 2018, I played two of my favourite pieces in 
church. Swithun, Anila's husband, set the microphone at a 
comfortable height for me to play.  I showed the tiny mouth organ 
to the congregation, and they were amused by the size. First I 
played the beautiful hymn “Abide with me” in honour of my friend 
Manoharan Gnanaolivu who had passed away suddenly, the day 
before. But I did not talk about it.  Then I played, “Jesu Joy of 
Man’s Desiring”, a difficult classical composition by Bach. The 
congregation liked it very much. Fabiola, the Editor of the 
Church’s newsletter EanMe, took a video of my performance, and 
posted it on the Church’s social media pages. 
 
After the service, Premella Soundarapandian, a long-standing 
member of the Church, told me that every night she sings “Abide 
with me” before going to bed. She requested me to either play it on 
my mouth organ or sing two stanzas of “Abide with Me” at any 
time of the day. She passed away on 2 Nov 2020 during the 
pandemic, of old age. I have kept my promise to her till today. 
 

Manohar Devadoss 
 
 

"Dear Lord... shine through me, and 
be so in me that every soul I come in 
contact with may feel Your presence 
in my soul... Let me thus praise You 
in the way You love best, by shining 
on those around me."  – John Henry Newman 



10 

 

`HIDE THEM IN YOUR HEART' 
–  A SCRIPTURE CHALLENGE! 

 
Can you memorize Psalm 32 before 28 August 2022? 
 
If this offer appeals to you, please approach 
Roshan Soundarapandian (Mobile No: 
98403 88365) - a surprise awaits you! 
The winners will be announced in next 
month's EanMe!  
Of course, prizes would follow! 
Anyone can rise to the opportunity - no age 
limit – all the best!  
 
Why the Scripture Challenge? 
There is no other single discipline in Christian life that is more 
rewarding than memorizing Scripture. Our prayer life will be 
strengthened. Our witnessing will be sharper and effective. Our 
attitude and perspective will begin to change. Our mind will 
become alert, observant and confident, enhancing our faith in 
ourselves and in God. 
 
We need to hide God's Word in our hearts so that we don't sin 
against Him. Carrying Scripture in our hands and also in our 
hearts is a way to cherish God's Word, creating an amazing 
opportunity to meditate on the truth and hastening the process of 
transforming us into Christ-likeness. When we fill our minds with 
the Word of God, we build a barrier between us and the enemy. 

The more verses you memorize, the barricade 
becomes higher and stronger. 
 
The Word of God brings us wisdom, strength 
and hope. It gives assurance, solace, power and 

authority. Above all we will enjoy peace of mind. So come, let's 
indulge in this overwhelming experience! 
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Winners:  

Name 
  

July 
2022 

Aggregate 

Psalm 27 

Beatrice Tabitha  2 

Bernice Tanya  2 

Felicia William  7 

Iris Manoharan  7 

Jadon Titus Muller  7 

Jemima Thilagan  7 

Jeremy Roopsingh  7 

Johnsson Jaden Dhyriam  7 

Jonathan Ethan Dhyriam  7 

Jonathan Roopsingh  7 

Joshua Emmanuel  7 

Keturah Manoharan  7 

Kezia Regan - 3 

Manya Lily Malhotra  7 

Natalia Regan - 3 

Priya Muller  7 

Rachel Thiraviaraj - 5 

Ranjini Inbaraj  7 

Rohan Abraham Stanley  7 

Santhosh Dhyriam  7 

Shekinah Dhyriam  7 

Shreya Dhyriam  7 

Zoey Emmanuel  7 

 
 



 

12 

 

DR. RUTH ROSEVEARE  
– THE MISSIONARY DOCTOR 

 
 

As India turns 75, we take a look at the 
life and service of a missionary who 
lived through the turbulent days of 

partition in Delhi. 
 
When Ruth Roseveare was born on 17 January 1917 to Claudia 
Renton and Reverend Walter Roseveare – both former 
missionaries – the Delhi Mission News offered 
‘congratulations to two former members of the Mission, and to 
a possible future one!’ It turned out to be a prediction that 
came true in 1946! 
 
Ruth Roseveare trained at the Royal Free Hospital in London 
in the late 1930s with the aim of becoming a missionary in 
India, following in the footsteps of her mother and father and 
her father's sister. 
 
Shortly after the end of the Second World War, Ruth 
Roseveare, offered herself for missionary work in India. The 
Society for the Propagation of the Gospel (SPG), accepted her 
offer as a medical missionary and sent her to St Stephen's 
Hospital at Delhi in 1946. 
 
Mission during partition 
 
As a young doctor of obstetrics and gynaecology working in 
Delhi’s only hospital for women, Ruth Roseveare had a 
baptism of fire. Having travelled out to India by troopship, she 
arrived on the subcontinent as the violence and chaos of 
Partition erupted. 
 
She was well aware of the political atmosphere in India at that 
time, but she knew her vocation, too. Yet she was hardly 
prepared to face the situation that arose within a year of her 
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arrival in Delhi. In the aftermath of the country's partition, 
Delhi became a city of horrible chaos for a time, with 
thousands of refugees pouring in from across the new border 
with Pakistan. The medical personnel of the hospital found 
themselves doing duty at the refugee camps, taking care of 
women and children living in pathetic conditions. 
 
As a “neutral” Christian-run hospital, St Stephen’s was asked 
to take in Muslim refugees fleeing their homes. One Hindu 
family occupying a private ward threatened to kill the nursing 
staff unless the refugees — male as well as Muslim — were 
removed. They were bussed instead to camps on the grounds 
of Humayun’s Tomb and the Purana Qila, two of the city’s 
Islamic monuments. The hospital also evacuated its terrified 
Muslim staff and servants. 
 
On top of this, there were threats to their lives, owing to the 
communal divide. The cooks and washer folk deserted the 
hospital, forcing the hospital staff to double as cooks and 
launderers. 
 
Life of service 
 
The experience at the refugee camps opened her eyes to the 
reality of the plight of poor women and young children in the 
city in general and motivated her later to visit the residential 
localities dispensing free medicines from time to time. This 
also convinced her that she should join the Mother's Union, as 
she felt that through it she would be able to cater to the needs 
of the women and children in the Church, too. 
 
Ruth worshipped at St James's Church in Delhi, where she also 
played the organ whenever the organist was away on holiday. 
Shortly after the formation of the Church of North India in 
1970, there was renewed thinking about the part played by 
women in the Church. Naturally, the St. Stephen’s Community 
was caught up in the discussions, especially as many of its 
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English members were leaving India, without new recruits to 
fill the vacuum. 
 
The Indianisation of the community was completed when Ruth 
handed over charge of it to Stella David, who became its first 
Indian Head in 1980. Ruth retired from the hospital in 1981. 
However, she continued to live in the community house, and 
render all help to Stella, until she returned to England in 1983. 
She remained a member until 1995, and visited Delhi 
occasionally and was always seen in a sari. 
 
Called to rest 
 
Ruth retired to live near her sister at Reepham (Norfolk), 
where, when still active, she “loved tending her garden, 
cooking Indian feasts for her friends and guests, living with the 
antiques left to her by her parents, and most of all enjoying the 
company of her many friends of all ages as part of the village 
community”. 
 
The last few years were spent in a Care Home, where she died 
in her sleep on 16 November 2014, aged 96. N K Biswas, in an 
obituary in ‘Church Times’, recalls his family’s association with 
Dr Roseveare and how she would always end her letters 
"thanking God for every remembrance of you". 
 

Courtesy: https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/ 
 

 
  
"I sought to hear the voice of 
God and climbed the topmost 
steeple, but God declared: "Go 
down again - I dwell among 
the people." – John Henry 
Newman 

https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/
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SURELY GOODNESS AND 
MERCY 

  
Psalm 23 has formed the textual basis for 
more sacred music than any other 
Scriptural text. A contemporary version 
of this text, written in 1958 by John W 
Peterson and Alfred B Smith, has since 

become a favourite in evangelical hymnals.  
 
Peterson recalls the events associated with the writing of this 
hymn: One day while improvising at the piano in my 
Pennsylvania studio, Alfred Smith, with whom I was 
associated at the time, walked in. For no particular reason, Al 
and I started to develop a new song. In a short time, `Surely 
goodness and mercy’ was born.  
 
Peterson had become well-known in evangelical circles since 
the days of World War II. He is called the `dean of 
contemporary gospel song writers’. Peterson was born in 
Kansas in 1921 into a Swedish musical family. He served in the 
war as a pilot, following which, he received musical training in 
Moody Bible Institute and the American Conservatory of 
Music. He has composed more than 1,200 Gospel songs and 25 
cantatas and musicals.  
 
Smith, the co-author and composer of this hymn, was born in 
1916 in New Jersey. His education was at the Moody Bible 
Institute and the Juilliard School of Music. He founded and 
served as president of the Singspiration Publishing Company 
until 1962. Smith has written about 500 gospel songs and 
choruses. 
 
Peterson and Smith are often asked about their method of 
writing songs – do the text or the music come first? Are songs 
born in the heat of inspiration or as a result of tedious work? 
They reply that songs come at different times, and in different 
ways – some quickly, some as a result of hard work! We are 
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thankful to God for these two fine musicians and their 
delightful setting of Psalm 23.  
 
A pilgrim was I, and a wandering, 
In the cold night of sin I did roam, 
When Jesus the kind Shepherd found me, 
And now I am on my way home.  
 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 
All the days, all the days of my life. 
 
He restoreth my soul when I’m weary, 
He giveth me strength day by day; 
He leads me beside the still waters, 
He guards me each step of the way. 
 
When I walk through the dark lonesome valley, 
My Saviour will walk with me there; 
And safely His great hand will lead me 
To the mansions He’s gone to prepare. 
 
And I shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever, 
And I shall feast at the table spread for me; 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 
All the days, all the days of my life. 
 
 
 

  
 
"Prayer is to the spiritual life 
what the beating of the pulse 
and the drawing of the breath 
are to the life of the body." – 
John Henry Newman 
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JOHN HENRY NEWMAN  
– THE SCHOLAR SAINT 

 
 

‘Cardinal Newman’ as he is 
popularly called, was one of the greatest figures in English 
Christianity in the 19th century. The writer of hymns like 
"Praise to the Holiest in the height," and “Lead, kindly 
Light”, Newman was a profound theologian and 
philosopher, a brilliant leader and organiser. 
 
John Henry Newman began his career as an Anglican 
churchman and scholar and ended it as a Roman Catholic 
cardinal. He was born in London on February 21, 1801, and 
at the age of fifteen, he enrolled in Trinity College, 
beginning an association with Oxford University that would 
last for nearly thirty years. 
 
The Oxford Connection 
 
Newman moved from Trinity to Oriel College after 
receiving his bachelor's degree in 1820, becoming a fellow 
in 1822 and a tutor in 1826. As curate of St. Clement's and 
later as both tutor and vicar of St. Mary's, he remained in 
his pastoral office until 1843, attracting hundreds of 
students, university officials, and townspeople to St. Mary's 
with his scholarly yet earnest preaching. 
 
It was at Oxford that he met the saintly John Keble (our 
‘Hero of the Faith’ last month). Newman's drive and energy 
led to the foundation of the Oxford Movement, which 
recovered the High Church or Anglo-Catholic tradition in 
the Church of England. Newman was a magnetic preacher 
whose sermons in the University Church drew hundreds to 
hear him. He argued that the Church of England was a 
middle way or 'via media' between the errors of Roman 
Catholicism and extreme Protestantism. The 'Tracts for the 
Times' issued by him and his followers were hugely 
influential in reviving the Church. 
Reforming the Church 
 
The high point of Newman's Anglican career was his 
influential role in the Oxford Movement, a High Church 
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effort to return to the foundations of the faith – the 
sacraments, episcopal governance, and apostolic succession 
– and to affirm the Church's status as the via media, the 
middle ground between Roman Catholicism's unfounded 
claims to authority and infallibility and the Dissenters' 
equally unfounded emphasis upon spiritual liberty and 
private judgment. The Movement began on July 14, 1833, 
when John Keble delivered a sermon entitled "National 
Apostasy" from the pulpit of St. Mary's. Newman became 
involved a few months later and was the Movement's 
primary spokesman, promoting its doctrinal and moral 
concerns through his editorship of the British Critic, his 
contributions to Tracts for the Times, and his weekly 
sermons at St. Mary's. 
 
In 1839, Newman began to lose confidence in the cause. 
The study of the Monophysites he undertook that summer 
raised doubts about the validity of the via media, and he 
soon became convinced that Rome, not Canterbury, was the 
home of the true Church. He expressed his new views in 
Tract Ninety, in which he argued that the Thirty-Nine 
Articles, the doctrinal statement of the Church of England, 
could be interpreted in a way that supported Roman 
Catholic doctrine. The Tract was published on February 27, 
1841; its censure by the Oxford authorities on March 15 was 
a severe blow to the Movement and led to Newman's rapid 
withdrawal from Anglican life. Between July 1841 and 
September 1843, he left the British Critic, moved from 
Oxford to a semi-monastic community at Littlemore, 
retracted the anti-Catholic statements he had published, 
and resigned his position at St. Mary's. 
 
The ‘Cardinal’ years 
 
Two years after leaving St. Mary's, Newman began a new 
life as a Roman Catholic. He was officially received into the 
Church on October 9, 1845 and was ordained to the 
priesthood the next year. His work with the Church 
included establishing the Oratory of St. Philip Neri near 
Birmingham in 1848 and helping to create the Catholic 
University of Ireland, in which he served as rector from 
1854 to 1858. He continued to write as well; some of the 
major publications of his Catholic years were Parochial and 
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Plain Sermons (1868), a new edition of his Anglican 
discourses; The Idea of University (1852), a collection of the 
inaugural lectures for the Catholic University and other 
academic essays; An Essay in Aid of a Grammar of Assent 
(1870), a treatise on the philosophy of religion; and 
Apologia Pro Vita Sua (1864), his classic work of spiritual 
autobiography. 
 
The 1870s brought Newman special recognition for his 
work as both an Anglican and a Roman Catholic. In 1877 he 
became the first person elected to an honorary fellowship of 
Trinity College; two years later, Pope Leo XIII awarded him 
a place in the College of Cardinals. He died on August 11, 
1890, and was buried in Warwickshire. His epitaph reads, 
“Ex umbris et imaginibus in veritatem” – “out of shadows 
and pictures into truth.” 
 
‘Cardinal Newman’ was beatified by Pope Benedict in 2010. 

 
Source: Source: https://victorianweb.org/, 

https://www.christiantoday.com/ 
 

https://victorianweb.org/
https://www.christiantoday.com/
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“BORN OF WATER AND SPIRIT” 
– A VILLAGE BAPTISM 

 
For the past two years, STEC has been visiting a rural 
congregation in Sengundram village in Devandavakkam 
Pastorate, in Thiruvallur District of Northern Tamil Nadu, 
encouraging them in Christ. STEC was invited by Rev. 
Arputharaj of Devandavakkam pastorate to partake in the 
Baptism service of 6 persons (3 men and 3 women) of the 
pastorate. 
 
On 24th July, 11 of us from STEC attended the Baptism 
service at Sengundram village. After an enjoyable lunch at 
church, we started at around 1.45 pm and arrived at the 
destination at 3.40 pm. Around 40 people, along with 
children, had already gathered in front of the tiny church. 
Rev. Ravi Nesakumar of Uthukottai Pastorate and Rev. 
Paul Premdas of Goonipalayam Pastorate were also present 
to assist and encourage the congregation. We could see 
delightful faces all around as they were preparing for the 
baptism, excited to include some more sheep into the flock.  
 
Tasty bondas and tea was served to everyone. We enjoyed 
the snacks as well as the love and fellowship of the 
congregation.  
 
The Baptism service started at around 4.30 pm. The STEC 
Team led the worship with some familiar Tamil songs. To 
the glory of God, Rev. Ravi Nesakumar of Uthukottai 
pastorate shared his inspiring testimony on how God 
spared his life from covid.  
 
Our beloved Pastor Rev. Paul Sudhakar shared God’s word 
from Philippians 1:1-11. He gave valuable directives, both to 
the persons to be baptized and to the congregation. All 6 
persons affirmed and pledged before the congregation, to 
desist from their old ways and follow Christ, till the end of 
their life. Our Pastor correlated the sacrament of Baptism, 
to the sacrament of Marriage, where the Bride and the 
Bridegroom pledge with each other to be faithful to each 
other, and encouraged them to lead a challenging and 
refreshing new life in Christ. 
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Bibles were gifted to the new converts on behalf of the 
Pastorate. As a token of our love, STEC gifted them 
dhothies, shirts and sarees. 
 
‘Karuppatti’ coffee and sundal were served, after the 
service.  
At around 5.30 pm we, along with the entire congregation 
proceeded to the small lake, a few yards away, opposite the 
Church. The evening was cloudy, breezy, pleasant and ideal 
for the occasion. One by one, all the six persons were 
immersed and baptized by our Pastor, assisted by Rev. 
Arputharaj. It was overwhelming to watch the holy 
sacrament being performed in such serenity and bliss. I 
believe that there is more joy in heaven over these persons 
who repented and were baptized in Christ.   
 
After greeting them for a new life in Christ, we departed at 
around 6.00 pm.  All the way back, we enjoyed singing old 
choruses and hymns, enjoying this time of fellowship. 
 
It was a memorable and enriching experience for us. We 
thank God for enabling us to partake in the service. We 
encourage the STEC community to spare time for such 
occasions, whenever organized by our church. 

Zibiah James 
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BIBLE QUIZ FOR ALL 

All Scripture is given by inspiration of 
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction 
in righteousness. - II Timothy 3:16 
 
God honours and promises to bless all 
those who respect, love and meditate on His precious 
Word. It is the most valuable possession we own because it 
is our Father's love letter to us. Everything else will pass 
away, 'but the Word of God stands forever'. - Isaiah 40:8. 
 
The quiz is open to participants of all ages.  
Answers should be given by the 27th of the month.  Late 
entries will not be considered. Answers should be mailed to 
sheebs@hotmail.com or given to Mrs. Sheeba Roshan in 
person. Names of participants with score will be mentioned 
in the next issue.  
Winners will be awarded at the end of the year. 
 
QUIZ 8 
 
Portion: Deuteronomy                    
Kindly provide the reference 
 
ACROSS 

1 Mount of blessing 
2 The last of the giants 
3 The river that divides the land of Canaan from Moab 
4 The mountain peak from where Moses viewed the 

Promised Land 
5 The feast celebrated seven weeks after Passover 

 
DOWN 

6 Mount of Curses 
7 Moses died here 
8 Aaron died here 
9 The slaves were released once in ________ years. 
10 A type of cruel, venomous snake 

 

mailto:sheebs@hotmail.com
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Answers to Quiz 7: 
 
1. Forty – Numbers 13:25 
2. Ten – Numbers 8:25 
3. Twenty – Numbers 1:45 
4. Seventy – Numbers 11:16 
5. Seven – Numbers 23:29 
6. Ten – Numbers 8:25 
7. Seven – Number 19:11 
8. One hundred and twenty three – Numbers 33:39 
9. Six – Number 35:6 
10. Three – Numbers 3:17 
 
 

1 Alice Lawrence 10 50 

2 Daniel Inbaraj  10 70 

3 Daryl Christopher Rajiv - 30 

4 Deepa Ranjan 10 70 

5 Dorothy Evangeline Joshua  10 69 
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6 Esther Jayanthi Surya  10 70 

7 Felicia William 10 70 

8 Hannah Cheryl Daniel 10 70 

9 Jadon Titus Muller - 50 

10 Jason Travis Daniel  10 70 

11 Jeremy Roopsingh 10 70 

12 Joann Ignatius 10 70 

13 Johnsson Jaden Dhyriam 10 70 

14 Jonathan Ethan Dhyriam 10 70 

15 Jonathan Roopsingh 10 70 

16 Joshua Emmanuel 10 70 

17 Keturah Manoharan - 50 

18 Kezia Regan  10 70 

19 Latha Chittaranjan 10 70 

20 Mahilini Santhosh 10 70 

21 Natalia Regan  10 70 

22 Nirmala Naveendhar 10 70 

23 Ranjini Inbaraj 10 70 

24 Rohan Abraham Stanley  10 70 

25 Santosh Dhyriam 10 70 

26 Shekinah Dhyriam 10 70 

27 Shilpa Malhotra 10 70 

28 Shreya Dhyriam 10 70 

29 Tasha Grace  10 70 

30 Zoey Emmanuel 10 70 
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JOHN WESLEY’S DIRECTIONS FOR SINGING 
 
John Wesley's "Directions for Singing" were as an 
appendage to Select Hymns: with Tunes Annext (1761), a 
collection of hymn texts and tunes designed for 
congregational use across the Methodist Connexion. 
Though it seems funny now, the instructions reveal how 
Wesley desired music to be used in worship and the 
benefits that he believed could be reaped from its effective 
use: 
 
I. Learn these Tunes before you learn any others; 
afterwards, learn as many as you please. 
 
II. Sing them exactly as they are printed here, without 
altering or mending them at all; and if you have learned to 
sing them otherwise, unlearn it as soon as you can. 
 
III. Sing All. See that you join with the congregation as 
frequently as you can. Let not a slight degree of weakness or 
weariness hinder you. If it is a cross to you, take it up and 
you will find a blessing. 
 
IV. Sing lustily and with good courage. Beware of singing as 
if you were half dead, or half asleep; but lift up your voice 
with strength. Be no more afraid of your voice now, nor 
more ashamed of its being heard, than when you sung the 
songs of Satan. 
 
V. Sing modestly. Do not bawl, so as to be heard above or 
distinct from the rest of the congregation, that you may not 
destroy the harmony; but strive to unite your voices 
together, so as to make one clear melodious sound. 
 
VI. Sing in Time: whatever time is sung, be sure to keep 
with it. Do not run before nor stay behind it; but attend 
closely to the leading voices, and move therewith as exactly 
as you can. And take care you sing not too slow. This 
drawling way naturally steals on all who are lazy; and it is 
high time to drive it out from among us, and sing all our 
tunes just as quick as we did at first. 
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VII. Above all sing spiritually. Have an eye to God in every 
word you sing. Aim at pleasing him more than yourself, or 
any other creature. In order to do this attend strictly to the 
sense of what you sing, and see that your Heart is not 
carried away with the sound, but offered to God 
continually; so shall your singing be such as the Lord will 
approve of here, and reward when he cometh in the clouds 
of heaven 
 

 
 

 

Annual Thanksgiving Festival is here! 

 

On Sunday, 4 September 2022 

7.30 am to 1.00 pm 

Pray, plan and participate! 
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We invite you to join, participate 
in or use your time and effort for 
the ministries, fellowships and 
activities of the church.  

 
 

Please get in touch with the following people: 
 
Sunday School – Grace Rathnam 
Blossoms for Christ (Tamil Sunday School) – Sheeba 
Roshan 
 
Adult Fellowship – Ajit Stanley Moses 
Women’s Fellowship – Vasanthi Premkumar 
Men’s Fellowship – Milton Sigamoney 
 
Rapha (Hospital Ministry) – Zibia Thiraviaraj 
Education Ministry (School) – Gemina Martin 
 
Church Library – Shailaja Henry 
Eco (Garden) – Premalatha Samuel 
 
Choir – Anila Manoharan 
Evangelism – Nirmala Stephen 
 
EānMé, Website Content – Fabiola Jacob 
Facebook, Twitter & Instagram moderation – Fabiola 
Jacob 
Multimedia Production – Aroop Samuel 
Weekly Bulletin (Pew Sheets) – Kavita Edward 
 
 
Write to us at stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com 
mentioning your preferred area of interest, and we will 
connect with you. 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com
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CONNECT WITH 

ST. THOMAS ENGLISH 
CHURCH ONLINE 

 
 

 
 
We are on Social Media! 
 
Facebook  
Page: @StThomasEnglishChurch  
‘Like’ our Church page on Facebook to stay updated 
 
Group: https://www.facebook.com/CSI St. Thomas 
English Church, Santhome 
Join our Church group on Facebook to connect with 
each other and share / view pictures of church events 
 
 
Instagram 
Handle: @csi_stec 
Follow our Church Instagram handle to stay updated 
 
 
Twitter 
Handle: @CSI_STEC 
Follow our Church Twitter handle to stay updated 
 
 
YouTube 
Channel: St. Thomas English Church, Santhome 
Subscribe to our Church YouTube channel to participate 
in the livestreamed worship services.  
 

 

 
 
Mr G Y David Ponnaiya slept in the 
Lord on 8 July 2022 

 

https://www.facebook.com/StThomasEnglishChurch/
https://www.facebook.com/
https://www.instagram.com/csi_stec/
https://twitter.com/CSI_STEC
https://www.youtube.com/c/StThomasEnglishChurchSanthome
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EANME AND YOU 

Why EānMé? 
‘EānMé’ – literally meaning “unless” in Greek – has its 
roots in St. Thomas the Apostle’s words of doubt. It is based 
on his famous words to the Risen Lord in St. John 20:25: 
“…Unless I see in His hands the print of the nails, and put 
my finger into the print of the nails, and put my hand into 
His side, I will not believe.” 
 
‘Unless’ or ‘except’ in the King James Version is translated 
from the Greek word ‘EānMé’ εανμε (eh-an’ may) meaning: 
before, but, except, not or unless. 
  
You can contribute 
We welcome your original contributions to the EānMé in 
the form of articles (word limit: 840), poems, Protestant 
church pictures for the cover, or information relevant to the 
season. Please send your entries by hard / soft copy to 
reach the STEC church office via email to 
stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com or 
csistec1842@gmail.com by the 20th of every month. 
 
You can read the current issue of EānMé online at 
http://www.santhomeenglishchurch.org/. A few earlier 
issues have been archived on `CSI St. Thomas English 
Church’ Facebook page. 
 
Travelling on work or vacation? Don’t forget to 
click a picture! 
If you happen to visit or see a beautiful, historic Protestant 
church that you think should be on our EānMé cover, 
please click a hi-res picture and e-mail it, along with a short 
note about the Church, to 
stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com 
 
Share your feedback 
Do you have a comment on the articles, a fresh new idea or 
feedback about the EanMe that you would like to share with 
other readers? Mail it to the editor at 
stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com with ‘EanMe Mailbox’ 
in the subject. The best letters will be published in the next 
issue of the EanMe. 

mailto:stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com
mailto:csistec1842@gmail.com
mailto:stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com
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 FELLOWSHIP PROGRAMMES 

 

Sunday School  : 

English: Sunday – 8:00 am 
(during service) 
Tamil: Sunday – 4:30 pm 
(currently suspended due to 
pandemic) 

Women’s 
Fellowship 

: Saturday - 4:30 pm online 

Men’s Fellowship : Thursday - 6:30 pm online 

Adults’ Fellowship  : Saturday – 6:30 pm online 

Hospital visit  : 
II Sunday - 10:15 am (currently 
suspended due to pandemic) 

   

 
 
PASTORATE  
COMMITTEE 
MEMBERS 
 

Mr. Bright Joseph D. 
Mr. Ranjan Selvakumar C. 
Mr. Roshan Soundarapandian 
Mr. Santhakumar S. 
Mr. Wesley Isaac P. 
Mrs. Saroja Bai Godwin 
Mrs. Shilpa Nisha Malhotra 

 
The Rt. Rev. Dr. J. George Stephen 

Bishop in Madras 
 

Rev. J. Paul Sudhakar 
Chairman and Presbyter-in-charge 

 
Mr. Milton Sigamoney 
Mr. Ajit Stanley Moses 

Lay Readers 

    Dr. S. Rabinder Boaz 
    Secretary 

Mrs. Gemina Martin 
Treasurer 
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WORSHIP SERVICES – PLAN FOR AUGUST 2022 

Date and 
Time 

Day Services and Preacher Theme Stewards for Bible 
Reading and 

Offertory 
7.8.2022 
7.30 am 
 
 
6.00 pm 

The Eighth 
Sunday  

after Trinity 
 

Choir Sunday 

 
Sung Eucharist 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul Sudhakar 
 
Evensong 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul Sudhakar 

 
Celebrating 

God’s 
goodness 

Genesis 1: 26-31 
Romans 8: 28-32  
St. Luke 19: 37-40 
 
Choir 

14.8.2022 
7.00 am 
 
8.15 am 
 
 
 
 
6.00 pm 

 
The Ninth 

Sunday  
after Trinity 

 
Rapha 
Sunday 

 
Holy Eucharist 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul Sudhakar 
 
Sung Matins 
Sermon: Rapha team 
 
Holy Eucharist 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul Sudhakar 
 

 
 

Rapha  

Isaiah 41: 1 – 14 
Psalm 61 
Philippians 4: 4 – 9  
St. Matthew 6: 25 – 34 
 
Rapha team 
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Date and 
Time 

Day Services and Preacher Theme Stewards for Bible 
Reading and 

Offertory 

21.8.2022 
7.30 am 
 
 
6.00 pm 

 
The Tenth 

Sunday  
after Trinity 

 

 
Sung Eucharist 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul Sudhakar 
 
Evensong 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul Sudhakar 
 
 

 
 

Sacrament of 
Holy 

Communion 

Exodus 12:1-14 
Psalm 42 
I Corinthians 10: 14-22 
St. Luke 22:7-20 
 
Mr. & Mrs. Ajit Stanley 
Moses  

28.8.2022 
7:30 am 
 
 
6:00 pm 
 
 

 

The Eleventh 
Sunday after 

Trinity 

 

 
Sung Eucharist 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul Sudhakar 
 
Evensong 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul Sudhakar 
 

 
God and 
people of  
all faiths 

Amos. 9:1-12 
Psalm 66 
Romans 2:17- 29 
St. John 10:14-18 
 
Mr. & Mrs. Roshan 
Soundarapandian 

1.9.2022 
 
6:30 am 

 

First day of the 
month 

 
 
Holy Eucharist 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul Sudhakar 
 

 
Count on 

God 

 
 
Psalm 33 


