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Dearly beloved, 
Greetings in the name of the crucified and risen Lord! 
 
I thank and praise God for all the goodness which we 
received from His hand. We have come to the end of this 
academic year. Two important things happen during this 
time. Students face their final exams and prepare for a 

new phase in their life. In our country, this is designed in such a way 
having the season and climatic conditions in mind; for we will have to go 
through a rough period of intense heat during summer. The second is 
that Pastors in various churches would complete one year of their 
service and move to different stations where they are posted. 
 
We need to thank God for the good season of Lent this year. We were 
able to observe and enjoy various services where we could see a decent 
number in attendance. The exciting moment was the ecumenical 
gathering of the CSI and the Roman Catholic churches in a convention 
meeting and the Palm Sunday procession. I was personally blessed by 
these experiences. 
 
The Vacation Bible School which was started during the 1950s engages 
Children during the period of the summer vacation. This has also 
produced various Church and Mission leaders who have committed their 
lives at the time of this ministry. Our church has also been carrying on 
with this ministry for a very long period. Even during the lockdown, we 
were able to conduct VBS online. But the schedule that the Government 
of Tamil Nadu has imposed on students this year, has deprived them of 
their annual summer vacation, due to Covid. All through the month of 
May, students will be busy with their exams and preparations and the 
teachers would be engaged in supervision and paper correction. This 
has affected the VBS ministries this year. 
 
I would also like to mention the great concern which we all are facing 
today. The neighbouring countries are passing through a rough patch or 
even an inevitable turmoil. The political crisis in Pakistan and Nepal, the 
economic challenges in Sri Lanka, and the threat and challenges in the 
Ukraine-Russia conflict all have a bearing on our country - in our 
economy. The soaring price rise in our country is alarming. We are not 
better than Sri Lanka. For example, the petrol price in Sri Lanka is Rs. 
70/- only in Indian currency, whereas we pay close to Rs.110/-. We need 
to pray for this situation. 
 
Also, we in Tamil Nadu are facing a constitutional crisis in the phase-off 
between the Governor and the elected State Assembly. This has brought 
in new challenges where the functioning of the State Government in 
terms of law-making is challenged. Never before has the secular Raj 
Bhavan celebrated Ram Navami in the orthodox Hindu style. This is now 
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glaringly revealing the intention and motive of the Union Government 
regarding religious harmony. This also has become a great concern for 
all of us today. 
 
In this context, I only plead and request all our congregation to keep 
these concerns in prayer. And I also wish all of us a good and safe 
summer, particularly protection from the new variants of Covid. 
 
May the good Lord bless all of us. 

Yours in His joyful service,  
Rev. J. Paul Sudhakar 

Presbyter-in-charge and Chairman 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JOIN US!  
 
We need volunteers to help us with: 
 

 Writing reports for the EanMe 

 Co-ordinating / proof-reading the articles 

 Designing the pages 

 Creating content for social media 
 

Please get in touch with us, or write to us at 
stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com if you are interested in taking up 
these responsibilities. 

mailto:stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com
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MOTHERING SUNDAY 
 

Recently, I had the privilege of attending a 
Mothering Sunday Service at the Holy Trinity 
Church in Dubai. As part of the Anglican 
Diocese of Cyprus and the Gulf, the Church 
observed Mothering Sunday on the fourth 

Sunday in Lent, as is the custom in the Church of England. 
 
Mothering Sunday (not to be confused with the American Mother’s Day) 
is an old English tradition dating back to the Middle Ages when 
Christians across England and Ireland would visit their ‘Mother Church’ – 
the Church in which they were baptised. 
 
How it began… 
Like most ancient traditions, Mothering Sunday was gradually forgotten 
until 1913, when Anna Jarvis, an influential social activist in America 
came up with an idea to honour mothers and President Woodrow Wilson 
issued a proclamation declaring the second Sunday in May as Mother's 
Day. This inspired Constance Adelaide Smith, an English writer and 
daughter of an Anglican Clergyman, to revive the Mothering Sunday 
tradition in Britain by writing a play and a booklet (turn to page 22 to 
know more about this). 
 
While the American Mother’s Day went on to become a popular secular 
holiday with commercial undertones, Mothering Sunday was revived as a 
Church tradition and is now also Mother’s Day in Britain. Interestingly, 
neither Constance Smith nor Anna Jarvis, were married or had children. 
 
Honouring motherhood 
Pink is the liturgical colour for Mothering Sunday in the Church of 
England, and the Gospel for the day is John 6:1–14, the story of the 
feeding of the five thousand, expanding the observance beyond 
biological implications to the nourishing and life-giving role of the Church. 
Thus the day to honour motherhood is a day to remember the 
encouragement and nourishment that we ourselves have received from 
not just our mothers, but also kind mentors, caring bosses or elders and 
we are called to do the same. In Exodus 1:17 we find that Pharoah failed 
to recognise this instinct in the God-fearing Egyptian midwives who 
spared the newborn male infants. In Galatians 4:26, the Apostle Paul 
calls “Jerusalem above… our mother” carrying forward the imagery used 
by our Lord Jesus in Matthew 23:37 of a hen gathering her chicks. 
 
Closer home, the great missionary Amy Carmichael of Dohnavur, who 
never married or had children, loved and nurtured the little orphan girls 
she rescued from temple prostitution, as her own. And it was her wish 
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that when she died, no elaborate memorial would mark her grave, but a 
simple stone birdbath with the word ‘Ammai’ inscribed on it. 

 
Fabiola Jacob 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GEMS FROM THE BIBLE 
Put them in your heart-bank – memorize 
and use them! 
 
1. The wisest of women builds her house 

- Proverbs 14:1 
2. Her children rise up and call her blessed - Proverbs 31:28 
3. He was lifted up, and a cloud took Him out of their sight. - Acts 1:9 
4. And lifting up His hands He blessed them. - Luke 24: 50 
5. 'I am ascending to my God and your God.'" - John 20 :17 
 

Shobana Soundarapandian 
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Gracing our cover this month is the Saint Margaret’s 
Episcopal Church in Bellevue, Washington State, USA, 
photographed by Jasweena Paul. 
 
About the Church:  
St. Margaret's Episcopal Church welcomes all to "Come 
as you are". They follow Jesus' own teaching, "Whoever 

welcomes you, welcomes Me" - Matthew 10:40. Wherever you are in 
your faith journey, you will find a warm welcome at St. Margaret's. The 
Church invites people to come and find a supportive and safe place to 
grow and explore. St. Margaret’s is an active community, called to love, 
worship God, learn the Gospel and grow spiritually. 
 
St. Margaret's began as a mission in August 1957. The first services 
were held in the homes of the members. With the growth of the 
communities around St. Margaret's, plans for a new church building were 
initiated and the brand-new church building was dedicated in September 
1968. St. Margaret's attained Parish status in 1976 and has continued to 
grow in number and spirit since that time. The continued growth of the 
parish led to further expansion of the building. The dream of purchasing 
a pipe organ to replace the existing electric organ became a reality when 
the Vestry approved the purchase and installed a fine pipe organ that 
continues to provide beautiful music during worship. 
 
There are two worship services every Sunday. One at 8.45 am which is 
Holy Eucharist with contemporary music and another at 11 am which is 
Holy Eucharist with traditional hymns featuring St. Margaret's choir. 
Childcare is available for children under 36 months. The Church also has 
a soundproof room for parents with young children if they needed it, with 
a glass partition on one side so they can see, hear and participate in the 
worship service without disturbing the others. 
 
Weekly services are on Tuesdays at 6 am without music for early risers, 
followed by coffee, Bible discussion and fellowship. On Wednesdays, 
there is an informal Holy Communion Service at 9.30 am. Special 
prayers for healing are conducted on the third Sunday of every month. 
Once a year the Church organises Eucharist at a park followed by a 
potluck picnic. 
 
A thrift shop "Thistles and Things" can be found on the campus and this 
outreach arm of St. Margaret's contributes greatly to the community. 
 
St. Margaret's is a welcoming church, sharing the Gospel and reaching 
out to others so that all may see Jesus.  

Jasweena Paul 
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WHEN WILL THIS STORM STOP? 
 
Paul with many prisoners and passengers sailed to 
Rome, 
There arose a wind known as Euroclydon and 
became a storm;  
Due to Paul’s insistence, they ate food after fourteen days, 
With the strength of that food, they all swam ashore to safety near the 
bay. 
 
Jesus urged His disciples to go to the other side of the seashore, 
There arose a storm, very strong wind it bore; 
Jesus went to them walking on water to soothe their fear, but they 
thought Jesus to be a ghost, 
Jesus assured them of His presence and went closer to the boat; 
 
Many a time we see Jesus differently, 
We don’t see His as a saviour, but as a person who comes threateningly; 
Our faith is too faint, that we don’t wait for Jesus to act, 
We see Him with our human eyes that faith lack. 
 
Jesus too is with us when we face distress, 
He will not leave us, unless we show mistrust; 
If we show that we have none to help but Him to save, 
He is all-powerful to remove our distress far away. 
 

Prema Jayasundar 

 
 
 
Subscribe to our Church YouTube channel 
‘St. Thomas English Church, Santhome’ 
to participate in the livestreamed worship services. 
 
 
 
 

WRITE TO US! 

Do you have a comment on the articles, a fresh 

new idea or feedback about the EanMe that 

you would like to share with other readers? Mail 

it to stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com with 

‘EanMe MailBox’ in the subject. The best letters 

will be published in the next issue of the 

EanMe.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/c/StThomasEnglishChurchSanthome
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TOOLS FOR SHARING THE WORD 
 

Scene 1: When I was transferred to Calcutta in 1988, I had to find a 
residence on lease, amidst heavy rain and language barriers, with the 
help of the local brokers.  When I gave the name of the bank and my 
designation to the brokers, they shared all necessary details that they 
had at their fingertips, such as the maximum rent, advance and 
brokerage payable for each category of officers of all the banks. 
 
Scene 2: During our tour to USA, we enjoyed the music of a roadside 
saxophonist in Boston.  He asked me which country I came from.  When 
I replied, he at once played our national anthem.   
 
Scene 3: In Dubai, the flat Sony TV was much cheaper than in India.  
When I ventured to buy one, the vendor in the supermarket had 
complete details about taxation in India, up to what size taxation would 
not be levied, etc. 
 
Basically, these may be called the ‘tools of the trade’ and the above 
vendors could reach out to their clients with valuable information.  Along 
with knowing our audience, let us also equip ourselves as Christians, 
with the following three traits to share the word of God in an effective 
way. 
 

1. Prepare your mind: Apply yourself to studying God’s Word, 
along with reading other helpful resources that will sharpen your 
mind and understanding (2 Timothy 2:15). 
 

2. Prepare your heart: Ask God to give you a heart of compassion 
for the lost and an earnest desire for their salvation (2 Peter 3:9). 
Ask Him to stir up an urgent fervency to see the lost lovingly 
called into a relationship with Christ (Colossians 1:10). 
 

3. Prepare the way: You have to pray! Ask God to give you 
boldness to engage with every person He leads you to. Ask Him 
to grant you wisdom so that you can minister to their specific 
needs. Pray that you will be a prepared messenger speaking to 
prepared hearts.  Above all, we should pray fervently for the 
anointing of the Holy Spirit.  Make it a point to share your 
salvation story with them. 
 

Jesus said, “Put out into deep water and let down the nets for a catch!”—
Luke 5:4 

Ventriloquist Shanthakumar 
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SAFE HOME FROM UKRAINE 
 

“You are my shield, my strength 
  My portion, my deliverer 
  My shelter, strong tower 
  My very present help in time of need” 
 
That’s the chorus of a well-known song ‘Make me glad’ which I have 
sung many times without really knowing the magnitude of what it is to 
have God as our shield, strength, portion, deliverer, strong tower and “a 
very present help in trouble”. 
 
February 24, 2022 was the day the Russian military began artillery 
attacks in Kharkiv, where I was a third-year student of medicine. Taking 
whatever food and water I had left with me, I fled to the nearest bunker to 
take refuge with around 700 other students. 
 
Through it all, I felt God’s fatherly love. 
 
In a place where I thought I was stranded, God had compassion on me 
like a Father has compassion on his children and constantly reminded 
me of His promises which sustained me with energy, though I did not eat 
so well. Somehow, I was warm in a basement with no heaters in -3 
degrees Celsius weather outside. Rapidly dropping food supply and 
intense military attacks with missiles in residential areas forced us to 
decide to leave Kharkiv. 
 
Despite the appalling news of the missile attack in Central Square and 
active shelling around the railway station, I didn’t have much of a choice 
but to leave my bunker on 1 March. Through an intense journey of 
witnessing shells and artillery tanks, I reached the station at 8:00 am only 
to wake up to the fact that there were more than 1000 locals and 
students desperately waiting to board either of the two trains scheduled 
for 10:00 am to Lviv and 3:00 pm to Rakiv. Those who boarded the 
former were only Ukrainians and some students managed to get in 
despite the brutality of the guards who threw luggage and pushed 
students out of the compartment. 
 
Adding to this, with a curfew time from 4.00 pm in the evening to 6.00 am 
in the morning, during which there was a shoot at sight order for the 
Ukrainian military, it was a risky proposition to wait, hoping to board the 
train scheduled for 3.00 pm because if we missed it, we would have to 
be holed up in the station bunkers with hundreds, without any provision. 
 
Feeling drained emotionally and physically, my faith shook. With tears 
running down my face, it was hard to even structure sentences to pray. It 
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was physically impractical to board that day, but I remembered our God 
is a God who knows what we need before we ask Him, and what seems 
impossible for man is possible with God. 
 
When there was just half an hour more before the departure of that 3.00 
pm train, a series of shells hit very close to the station and the sound 
caused intense panic among those who were waiting, forcing them to 
scatter and rush to the bunkers. On the contrary, I did not move. I was 
not able to move due to the cold which caused both my feet to turn 
completely numb. Strangely I felt calm and confident not to leave my 
spot. And suddenly, the call to board the 3:00 pm train from Kharkiv to 
Rakiv was announced, the doors opened and not only did God enable 
me to board peacefully, but I also didn’t have to compete and fight my 
way in. It was after this that those who had gone to the bunker rushed to 
board, yet not all made it. That day God turned something that was 
meant for evil, in this case the artillery shell, for our good. I realized that if 
not for that shelling near the station, I would have been holed up in the 
station’s bunker, stuck in a worse stampede that I heard about later, 
when thousands jostled to board the next morning after curfew. 
 
While a 40-mile-long Russian military convoy was approaching Kyiv, the 
capital of Ukraine, our train passed in and through Kyiv but God hid us in 
the shadow of his wings as David says, “You hide them in the secret 
place of Your presence from the conspiracies of man. You keep them 
secretly in a shelter from the strife of tongues”. 
 
Later I also realized how God guarded me as the apple of His eye by not 
allowing me to board the first train at 10:00 am to Lviv which if I had 
taken, would have gone through Poland border where there were several 
obstacles and harassment as students had to wait for over 15 hours 
there. God graciously guided me through Romania where I crossed the 
border and reached my camp at Sighetu within just 2 hours. 
 
I praise God that even after that miraculous escape, God timed 
everything perfectly throughout the rest of my journey, providing me with 
just what I needed and He brought me back home safe. 

 
Sharon Soundarya 
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A LENTEN TREAT FOR RURAL WOMEN 
 

The 27 March 2022 was a memorable Sunday for the members of STEC 
Women’s Fellowship and the Rapha Team. Having celebrated 
International Women’s Day on 8 March, we were given an opportunity to 
host a Lenten retreat for the women of several rural congregations – 
from the Pastorate of Devandawakkam. Around 36 women from these 
villages arrived in our church just as our morning service was getting 
over. 
 
By 10 o’clock we all assembled in the multi-purpose hall. We learnt that 
they came from villages such as Meyyoor, Mylapore, Othapai, 
Atrambakkam, Koranthandalam, Sengundram, Velagapuram and 
Malandur, which are taken care of by Rev. Arputharaj of 
Devandawakkam Pastorate. 
 
We had a time of singing Tamil songs of their choice. Then there was a 
game of finding names of women in the Bible from a grid of scattered 
Tamil alphabet. They all took part enthusiastically and a few were able to 
get all the names. After a tea break, they were divided into five groups 
for the quiz on St. Mark’s gospel. They were so well prepared that the 
top three scores had very slight margins from each other. 
 
The main part of the retreat was the message from the Bible conveyed 
through dumb charades. Five incidents from the Bible were enacted by 
us and when they guessed each incident, one of us explained the truth 
from the incident in about 3-5 minutes. This was the nourishment for all 
of us. 
 
All of them were given gifts and the quiz winners were given prizes. The 
retreat came to an end with a tasty lunch. We were pleasantly surprised 
when some of our guests took the mike and gave us feedback about the 
programme – how they were inspired and encouraged to see senior 
members enacting Bible scenes! 
 
Our friends from the distant villages had brought fresh vegetables and 
fruit from their farms to give us, and we went home carrying those 
organic farm produce after a well-spent Sunday retreat. 

 
Christleda Ponniah  
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STEC LENTEN RETREAT – A REPORT 

 
Our annual Lenten retreat was held on Sunday, April 3, 2022 after the 
worship service. The retreat was conducted by a team from YWAM 
(Youth With A Mission), led by Mr Richard Kleinman, who also delivered 
the message during the morning service. 

 
The retreat began with an opening prayer by Christleda Ponniah, 
followed by some chorus singing with our pastor Rev Paul Sudhakar 
accompanying on the guitar, before the YWAM team took over. 

 
The team started off with a lively worship session led by Mrs Cheryl 
Kleinman, followed by a wonderful choreography and a life-changing 
testimony by Asa. Mr Richard Kleinman’s topic for the retreat was 
“Forgiveness related to the cross”. 

 
Hurt and bitterness are considered a universal problem today and are at 
the root of unforgiveness. Hurt could be compared to a nerve being 
touched during a dental visit when you writhe in pain. Similarly, we are 
hurt by words spoken in haste, as the mouth has the power to heal and 
curse. Silence is the answer for a Christian when you see a hurting 
person showing bouts of anger, violence, and worry. 

 
Some of the social signs to recognise a hurting person are: 1) Hardening 
of features 2) Lack of concern for others 3) Being sensitive and touchy 4) 
Possessiveness     5) Avoids socialising 6) Little or no gratitude 7) 
Flattery & criticism 8) Holding grudges 9) Bad relationships 10) Sulkiness 
11) Selfish attitude 12) Mood extremes. 

 
Consequences of unforgiveness can be physical, chemical, spiritual, 
emotional, or mental, thereby leading to depression and failing in our 
efforts to love God. 

 
Hebrews 12:15: See to it that no one falls short of the grace of God and 
that no bitter root grows up to cause trouble and defile many. So, the 
problem needs to be identified and addressed and not allow bitterness to 
take over. When we claim to love God, yet harbour hatred, we are made 
out to be liars (I John 4:19-21). 

 
Matt 18:21-22 Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many 
times shall I forgive my brother or sister who sins against me? Up to 
seven times? Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-
seven times”. 

 
The armour of bitterness is Satan’s stronghold, leading to unforgiveness, 
resentment and retaliation. On the contrary, Jesus taught forgiveness 
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from the heart. When you love and forgive one another, then you are 
disciples of Jesus. Therefore, we ought to practise love and forgiveness, 
because God’s love is boundless and the immutable intensity of His love 
is beyond our comprehension. 

 
The retreat was well attended and it was a morning well-spent, delving 
into deep truths of forgiveness related to the cross and God’s love. 
Lunch was provided for all the attendees after the retreat. Praise God for 
the opportunity to listen and meditate on His word and glorify His Name. 

 
Shobana Soundarapandian 
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PASSION RECITAL 2022 
 

Our STEC choir performed the Easter cantata 'The Day He Wore My 
Crown' by Russel Mauldin and Sue Smith on 10 April 2022 under the 
able guidance of the Choir Director and Organist Anila Manoharan.   
   
The opening hymn 'Here is love vast as the ocean', set the theme rolling 
that it was His Love for us that made Him wear OUR thorny crown and 
spare us the pain He endured!  The cantata started with a beautiful 
rendition of the opener 'Crown Him King' integrating the beautiful hymns 
'And can it be' and 'Crown Him with many crowns'... a soul-stirring 
presentation. The narrators took us through the events of the Holy Week 
leading to His Crucifixion as the choir moved from the next piece 'To the 
Cross', to the title piece 'The Day He Wore My Crown'. A mellifluous and 
passionate blend of the choir and the soloist Dr Caroline Priya, both 
doing full justice to the beautiful piece. 
 
The 'Old Rugged Cross' with 'Had it Not Been' reminded the audience of 
the immense suffering our Lord Jesus bore for our sins. And all the parts 
sang to their strength and superbly led us through the next piece 'Christ 
is Risen, He is Risen Indeed'. Man of Sorrows was the next piece which 
the beautiful soprano voices made for heavenly listening. 
 
The choir came to the fore in the finale ‘Crown Him King’, and joyfully 
burst out singing 'Christ is Risen, He is Risen indeed' showing the 
amazing joy the disciples and the women felt when they realised Jesus 
had Risen indeed as He said!  
 
The wonderful, joyous voices of the choir resounded through the church 
as they proclaimed the Glorious Resurrection! The congregation was 
absolutely blessed by the singing. 
 
The presence of Dr P. Dayanandan, Professor Emeritus, Department of 
Botany, MCC and his wife Mrs Anne Dayanandan from the Archives, 
Diocese of Madras was an added blessing. In his message, he said 
God's kingdom is already here but will never be perfect if we continue to 
be of this world, like how the Romans and those in the temple were. Let 
us overcome the world and retain the kingdom of God, that is what we 
are called to do. He was full of praise for the STEC choir that he said 
sang with such passion. 
 
Thank you Choir for the marvellous singing and thanks Anila for the 
glorious music. Lovely how you all celebrated Christ's Resurrection and 
uplifted our spirits. I am thankful to the STEC team that livestreams the 
services. Because of the live transmission, I could watch the Passion 
recital sitting at my home in Delhi. 
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The Cross is a constant reminder of just how far He was willing to go to 
save us The Day He Wore My Crown. May we keep remembering this all 
the days of our lives. God bless us all. 

Sujata Pavamani 
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`HIDE THEM IN YOUR HEART' - A SCRIPTURE CHALLENGE! 
 
Can you memorize Psalm 20 before 29 May 2022? 
 
If this offer appeals to you, please approach 
Roshan Soundarapandian (Mobile No: 98403 
88365) - a surprise awaits you! 
The winners will be announced in next month's 
EanMe!  
Of course, prizes would follow! 
Anyone can rise to the opportunity - no age limit 
– all the best!  
 
Why the Scripture Challenge? 
There is no other single discipline in Christian life that is more rewarding 
than memorizing Scripture. Our prayer life will be strengthened. Our 
witnessing will be sharper and effective. Our attitude and perspective will 
begin to change. Our mind will become alert, observant and confident, 
enhancing our faith in ourselves and in God. 
 
We need to hide God's Word in our hearts so that we don't sin against 
Him. Carrying Scripture in our hands and also in our hearts is a way to 
cherish God's Word, creating an amazing opportunity to meditate on the 
truth and hastening the process of transforming us into Christ-likeness. 
When we fill our minds with the Word of God, we build a barrier between 
us and the enemy. The more verses you memorize, the barricade 

becomes higher and stronger. 
 
The Word of God brings us wisdom, strength and 
hope. It gives assurance, solace, power and 
authority. Above all we will enjoy peace of mind. So 
come, let's indulge in this overwhelming experience! 

 
Winners:  

Name 
 
 

Jan 
2022 

Feb 2022 Mar 2022 Apr 2022 Aggregate 

Psalm 
16 

Psalm 12 Psalm 3 Psalm 11 

Felicia William     4 

Iris Manoharan     4 

Jadon Titus Muller     4 

Jemima Thilagan     4 

Jeremy Roopsingh     4 

Johnsson Jaden 
Dhyriam 


   4 
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Jonathan Ethan 
Dhyriam 

 
   4 

Jonathan 
Roopsingh 


   4 

Joshua Emmanuel     4 

Keturah Manoharan     4 

Kezia Regan - -   2 

Manya Lily Malhotra     4 

Natalia Regan - -   2 

Priya Muller     4 

Rachel Thiraviaraj     4 

Ranjini Inbaraj     4 

Rohan Abraham 
Stanley 


   4 

Santhosh Dhyriam     4 

Shekinah Dhyriam     4 

Shreya Dhyriam     4 

Zoey Emmanuel     4 
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MARY ANN COOKE WILSON –  
PIONEER IN WOMEN’S EDUCATION 

 
One of the earliest women missionaries to India, 
Mary Ann Cooke is remembered for the ground-
breaking work she rendered in educating the 
women of Bengal. In the early 1800s, there was 

a strong prejudice against educating Hindu women, thanks to the 
superstitious belief that educated women were doomed to early 
widowhood. And hence, the Brahmins would not allow their women to be 
educated. It was in such a scenario that Mary Ann Cooke took on her 
mission. 
 
Early Life 
Born in 1784 in England, Mary Ann Cooke was a governess in the family 
of the Earl of Mulgrave and accompanied him to Calcutta in 1820, when 
he was recruited by the British and Foreign Schools Society to assist the 
Calcutta Schools Society in India. 
 
In January 1822, Miss Cooke (as she was affectionately called) joined 
the Church Missionary Society (CMS) and went on a tour of the 
mission’s boys’ schools accompanied by Hannah Ellerton, the widowed 
mother-in-law of Daniel Corrie, then Archdeacon at Calcutta (later the 
first Bishop of Madras), who could translate for her. At one of the 
schools, she saw a girl trying to listen to the lessons. Following an 
invitation from Miss Cooke, the girl brought several friends and their 
mothers the next day.  
 
Thus began Miss Cooke’s efforts at educating Indian girls and in just a 
year she was extremely successful in setting up girls’ schools. When 
funds failed, Daniel Corrie wrote in August 1822 to the Church 
Missionary Society (CMS) Corresponding Committee in Madras that Miss 
Cooke “having embarked in a cause for which she is eminently 
qualified…  were she to leave Bengal, it would probably prove injurious 
to the Missionary cause generally, and certainly to the cause of Female 
education.” He added she was already supervising 12 schools attended 
by about 290 girls. 
 
Marriage and Mission 
Miss Cooke had met Isaac Wilson (a CMS missionary) and his first wife, 
Elizabeth, when they were in Madras in mid-1821. The Wilsons were 
newlyweds having married that April before leaving for India in May. 
Elizabeth, however, died in Tranquebar in December 1821. Wilson and 
his wife had formed a friendship with Miss Cooke and had corresponded 
with her. A letter of condolence from Miss Cooke led to more letters and 
then a proposal of marriage. They were married in 1823. 
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In December that year, when she had 300 girls in 24 schools, Isaac 
Wilson wrote: “It is surprising how Mrs Wilson bears her labour. She 
sallies forth about 7 o’clock and I see no more of her till about 12. In the 
evening she frequently visits a few schools and notwithstanding all this 
fatigue she enjoys the very best of health.” Even during the oppressive 
hot season when other missionaries fell ill and even died she could “bear 
to go out twice and visit her most distant schools.” 
 
The schools took a lot of supervising because she had to employ 
Brahmins who could read and write Bengali but, of course, had not been 
trained in any British educational system. And then there were others 
who objected to the idea of educating Indian women. 
 
Reaping the rewards 
In December 1823 Miss Cooke organised a public examination where 
160 girls displayed their reading skills in front of a crowd of “persons of 
the highest respectability”, including Lady Amherst and the Lord Bishop, 
who watched them read from Watts catechism and produce specimens 
of their writing. Such examinations became major fundraising events for 
the schools with the main sponsors being expatriate women.  
 
By March 1824 the CMS gave control of Mrs Wilson’s schools to the 
newly founded Ladies Society for Native Female Education in Calcutta 
and its vicinity. One of the objectives of the society was to make the work 
more exclusively female. Young expatriate women were employed to 
supervise the schools. It took four years for the society to achieve its 
main objective which was to have a Central School. One of the major 
sponsors was Rajah Boidonath Roy Bahadur and a substantial amount 
of the running costs were covered by selling fancy work sent out by 
women in England. 
 
The later years 
When Isaac Wilson died in 1828, Mary Ann continued her work. By 1834, 
these initiatives led, in England, to the founding of the Society for 
Promoting Female Education in the East (SPFEE). She also started a 
female orphanage art Agarpura, north of Calcutta.  
 
In 1842, having come under the influence of Anthony Norris Groves, the 
Plymouth Brethren evangelist, Mary Ann left the Church of England. Her 
orphanage was managed by the CMS, and eventually became a 
boarding school for girls. 
 
Mary Ann Cooke Wilson left India after 22 years of service and is said to 
have lived and taught in Syria and Italy. She encouraged other women to 
come and set up schools in India, through the pages of the SPFEE 
magazine The Female Missionary Intelligencer. 

Source: The Internet 
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IN MY HEART THERE RINGS A MELODY 
 

This gospel song was born on a hot summer day in 
Texas. Elton Roth was directing the music for 
evangelistic services in a cotton mill town and one 
afternoon, he took a walk to see the big cotton mill 
outside of town. It was a long walk for a hot day, so 

when he returned to town, he looked for some shade. Then he saw a 
church on the corner. 
 
This is the way he tells it: “The door being open, I went in. There were no 
people in the pews, no minister in the pulpit. Everything was quiet with a 
lingering sacred presence. I walked up and down the aisle, and began 
singing “In my heart there rings a melody”, then hurried to the pastor’s 
study to find some paper. I drew a staff and sketched the melody, 
remaining there for an hour or more to finish the song, both text and 
music.” 
 
That evening, at an open-air meeting, he introduced it to some two 
hundred boys and girls. They sang it enthusiastically, and the adults 
joined in to sing it again. Roth was thrilled with the response to the new 
song. “It seemed,” he says, “my whole being was transformed into song.” 
 
I have a song that Jesus gave me, it was sent from Heav’n above, 
There never was a sweeter melody, ‘tis a melody of love. 
 
In my heart there rings a melody,  
There rings a melody with Heaven’s harmony, 
In my heart there rings a melody, there rings a melody of love. 
 
I love the Christ Who died on Calv’ry, for He washed my sins away, 
He put within my heart a melody, and I know its there to stay. 
 
‘Twill be my endless theme in glory, with the Angels I will sing, 
‘Twill be a song with glorious harmony, when the courts of Heaven ring. 
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CONSTANCE ADELAIDE SMITH 
AND MOTHERING SUNDAY 

 
Constance Adelaide Smith (who published 
under the pseudonym C. Penswick Smith) 
was an Englishwoman responsible for the 

revival of Mothering Sunday – a Church tradition. Observed on the fourth 
Sunday in Lent, this was traditionally the day when people visited their 
‘mother church’—the church in which they received the sacrament of 
baptism. 
 
Born in Dagnall, Buckinghamshire on 28 April 1878, Constance Smith 
was one of seven children of the Anglican clergyman, Charles Penswick 
Smith, who was vicar of Dagnall at the time of her birth. She was a High 
Church Anglican, and all four of her brothers became Anglican priests. 
The details of her early life are not clear, but she worked as a governess 
in Germany in the late 19th century. By 1901 she was a dispenser of 
medicines at the Hospital for Skin Diseases in Nottingham. 
 
Reviving an idea 
In 1913 Constance read an article in a local newspaper which described 
plans to introduce to Britain an American ‘Mother’s Day’ celebration. The 
aim, as devised by the Philadelphian Anna Jarvis, was to establish a 
celebration to be held annually on the second Sunday in May. In the 
United States, Jarvis’ Mother’s Day celebration had quickly taken off, 
having gained congressional and presidential approval. 
 
In Nottingham, Constance Smith thought otherwise. While recognizing 
the appeal and value of a day dedicated to mothers, she sought not to 
encourage Anna Jarvis’ secular holiday, but to revive and promote the 
English practice of ‘Mothering Sunday’—a traditional feature of the early 
modern church calendar, that had fallen into neglect by the early 
twentieth century. 
 
Constance Smith published a play, ‘In Praise of Mother: A story of 
Mothering Sunday’ (1913), as well as ‘A Short History of Mothering 
Sunday’ (1915), which went through several editions. Her most influential 
booklet was ‘The Revival of Mothering Sunday’ (1921). It had a series of 
four chapters outlining the different aspects of motherhood that the day 
should honour beyond a strictly biological one: 'The Church – Our 
Mother’, 'Mothers of Earthly Homes', 'The Mother of Jesus' and 'Gifts of 
Mother Earth'. 
 
All for a cause 
Over the next 25 years, until her death in 1938, Constance Smith 
dedicated herself to the observance and promotion of this Christian 
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festival. In books, cards, plays, and poems Constance Smith explained 
the meaning of Mothering Sunday and encouraged the making and 
giving of traditional foods, such as simnel cakes and wafer cakes. 
 
But the appeal of the American-style Mother’s Day remained limited, at 
least until the Second World War. Thereafter, and due partly to the 
influence of US servicemen stationed in Britain in the 1940s, the practice 
of Mother’s Day revived and became increasingly interwoven with 
Mothering Sunday. Commercial pressures to give cards, flowers and 
expensive gifts (rather than traditional foods) have taken over the 
celebration today, though in Britain its annual timing continues to be 
determined by the Christian calendar. 
 
A spinster till the end, Constance Smith died in Nottingham in 1938 and 
was buried in Coddington, beside her father. The lady chapel at All 
Saints', Coddington was dedicated to her memory in 1951. By the time of 
her death, Mothering Sunday was said to be observed in every parish in 
Britain, and every country in the British Empire. 

Source: The Internet 
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BIBLE QUIZ FOR ALL 

All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness. - II Timothy 3:16 
 
God honours and promises to bless all those who 
respect, love and meditate on His precious Word. It is the most valuable 
possession we own because it is our Father's love letter to us. 
Everything else will pass away, 'but the Word of God stands forever'. - 
Isaiah 40:8. 
 
The quiz is open to participants of all ages.  
Answers should be given by the 27th of the month.  Late entries will not 
be considered. Answers should be mailed to sheebs@hotmail.com or 
given to Mrs. Sheeba Roshan in person. Names of participants with 
score will be mentioned in the next issue.  
Winners will be awarded at the end of the year. 
 
QUIZ 5 
 
Portion: Exodus 21 – 40  Kindly provide the reference 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Across: 

1. Image on the curtain of the tabernacle 
2. According to Aaron, the golden calf came from 
3. The two stone tablets were written with the _____ of God. 

mailto:sheebs@hotmail.com
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4. The altar of incense was made with this wood 
5. The year that the Hebrew servants could go free 
6. The lamp stands were made with ____   ____ 

 
Down: 

7. The festival of unleavened bread is celebrated in this month 
8. The Sabbath day is for 
9. The artist who designed the tabernacle 
10. The punishment for sorcery 

 
Answers to Quiz 4: 

1. Every Hebrew boy that is born you must throw into the Nile, but 
let every girl live. 1: 22 

2. Do not come any closer, God said, “Take off your sandals for the 
place where you are standing is holy ground”. 3: 5 

3. Now go; I will help you speak and will teach you what to say. 4: 
12 

4. And the Egyptians will know that I am the Lord when I stretch out 
my hand against Egypt and bring the Israelites out of it. 7: 5 

5. How long will you refuse to humble yourself before me? Let my 
people go, so that they may worship me. 10: 3 

6. That same night they are to eat the meat roasted over the fire, 
along with bitter herbs, and bread made without yeast. 12: 8 

7. Commemorate this day, the day you came out of Egypt, out of 
the land of slavery, because the Lord brought you out of it with a 
mighty hand. 13: 3 

8. The Lord is my strength and my defense, he has become my 
salvation. He is my God and I will praise Him, my father’s God 
and I will exalt him. 15: 2 

9. Who among the gods is like you, Lord? Who is like you – 
majestic in holiness, awesome in glory, working wonders? 15: 11 

10. Teach them his decrees and instructions, and show them the 
way they are to live and how they are to behave. 18: 20 

11. Honour your father and your mother, so that you may live long in 
the land the Lord your God is giving you. 20: 12 

 
 
Points tally after Quiz 4: 

  
  

     Apr 2022  Aggregate 

1 Alice Lawrence 10 20 

2 Daniel Inbaraj  10 40 

3 Deepa Ranjan 10 40 

4 Dorothy Evangeline Joshua  10 40 

5 Esther Jayanthi Surya  10 40 
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6 Felicia William 10 40 

 7 Hannah Cheryl Daniel 10 40 

8 Jadon Titus Muller 10 40 

9 Jason Travis Daniel  10 40 

10 Jeremy Roopsingh 

 

10 40 

11 Joann Ignatius 10 40 

12 Johnsson Jaden Dhyriam 10 40 

13 Jonathan Ethan Dhyriam 10 40 

14 Jonathan Roopsingh 10 40 

15 Joshua Emmanuel 10 40 

16 Keturah Manoharan 10 40 

17 Kezia Regan  10 40 

18 Latha Chittaranjan 10 40 

19 Mahilini Santhosh 10 40 

20 Natalia Regan  10 40 

21 Nirmala Naveendhar 10 40 

22 Ranjini Inbaraj 10 40 

23 Rohan Abraham Stanley  10 40 

24 Santosh Dhyriam 10 40 

25 Shekinah Dhyriam 10 40 

26 Shilpa Malhotra 10 40 

27 Shreya Dhyriam 10 40 

28 Tasha Grace  10 40 

29 Zoey Emmanuel 10 40 
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Why EānMé? 

‘EānMé’ – literally meaning “unless” in Greek – has its roots in St. 
Thomas the Apostle’s words of doubt. It is based on his famous words to 
the Risen Lord in St. John 20:25: “…Unless I see in His hands the print 
of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and put my hand 
into His side, I will not believe.” 

‘Unless’ or ‘except’ in the King James Version is translated from the 
Greek word ‘EānMé’ εανμε (eh-an’ may) meaning: before, but, except, 
not or unless.  

 
We welcome your original contributions to the 
EānMé in the form of articles (word limit: 840), 
poems, Protestant church pictures for the cover, or 
information relevant to the season. Please send 
your entries by hard/soft copy to reach the STEC 
church office stthomasenglishchur@bsnl.in or 
stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com by the 20th of 
every month. 

You can read the current issue of EānMé online at 
http://www.santhomeenglishchurch.org/. A few earlier issues have been 
archived on `CSI St. Thomas English Church’ facebook page. 

Sunday bulletin temporarily suspended due to pandemic.  
 
We are on Social Media! 
‘Like’ our Church page on Facebook to stay updated 
https://www.facebook.com/StThomasEnglishChurch 
 
Join our Church group on Facebook to connect with 
each other and share / view pictures of church events 
https://www.facebook.com/CSI St. Thomas English Church, Santhome 
 
‘Follow’ @CSI_STEC on Twitter 
 
`Follow’ @csi_stec on Instagram 
 

Travelling on work or vacation?  
Don’t forget to click a picture! 
If you happen to visit or see a beautiful, historic Protestant 
church that you think should be on our EānMé cover, please 
click a hi-res picture and e-mail it, along with a short note 
about the Church, to stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com 

https://www.facebook.com/StThomasEnglishChurch
https://www.facebook.com/
mailto:stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com
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If you would like to join, participate in or use your time and effort for the 
Ministries, Fellowships and activities of the Church, please get in touch 
with the following people: 
 
Sunday School – Grace Rathnam  
Blossoms for Christ (Tamil Sunday School) – Sheeba Roshan 
Adult Fellowship – Ajit Stanley Moses 
Choir – Anila Manoharan 
Women’s Fellowship – Vasanthi Premkumar  
Men’s Fellowship – Milton Sigamoney 
Rapha (Hospital Ministry) – Zibia Thiraviaraj  
Church Library – Shailaja Henry  
Eco (Garden) – Premalatha Samuel 
Evangelism – Nirmala Stephen  
EānMé, Website Content, Facebook, Twitter & Instagram moderation – 
Fabiola Jacob 
Multimedia Production – Aroop Samuel 
Weekly Bulletin (Pew Sheets) – Kavita Edward 
Education Ministry (School) – Gemina Martin 
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 FELLOWSHIP PROGRAMMES 
 

Sunday School  : 

English: Sunday – 8:00 am (during service) 

Tamil: Sunday – 4:30 pm (currently suspended 

due to pandemic) 

Women’s Fellowship : Saturday - 4:30 pm online 

Men’s Fellowship : Thursday - 6:30 pm online 

Adults’ Fellowship  : Saturday – 6:30 pm online 

Hospital visit  : 
II Sunday - 10:15 am (currently suspended due 

to pandemic) 

   

   

 

 

 

PASTORATE  

COMMITTEE 

MEMBERS 

 

Mr. Bright Joseph D. 

Mr. Ranjan Selvakumar C. 

Mr. Roshan Soundarapandian 

Mr. Santhakumar S. 

Mr. Wesley Isaac P. 

Mrs. Saroja Bai Godwin 

Mrs. Shilpa Nisha Malhotra 

   

  

 

 

The Rt. Rev. Dr. J. George Stephen 
Bishop in Madras 

 

Rev. J. Paul Sudhakar 
Chairman and Presbyter-in-charge 

 
Mr. Milton Sigamoney 
Mr. Ajit Stanley Moses 

Lay Readers 

             Dr. S. Rabinder Boaz 
             Secretary 

Mrs. Gemina Martin 
Treasurer 
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WORSHIP SERVICES – PLAN FOR MAY 2022 

Date and 
Time 

Day Services and Preacher Theme Stewards for Bible 
Reading and Offertory 

1.5.2022 
7:30 am 

 
 
 

6:00 pm 
 
 

The Third 
Sunday of 

Easter 

 

 
Sung Eucharist 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul Sudhakar 
 
 
Evensong 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul Sudhakar 

 
World Labour 

Day  
 

Joseph the 
Carpenter 

Genesis 1:26–2:3  
Psalm 15  
II Thessalonians 3:6-15  
St. John 5:1-10 
 
Mr & Mrs. Mal Isaac 
Stephen 

8.5.2022 
 

7:00 am  
 

8:00 am 
 
 

6:00 pm 
 
 

The Fourth 
Sunday of 

Easter 

 

 
 
Holy Eucharist 
 
Sung Matins  
Sermon: Rev. David Dinakaran 
 
Evensong 
Sermon: Dr. Z. Edward Kennedy 
 

 
 

Commissioning 
by the Risen 

Lord 
 

Jeremiah 9:1-10  
Psalm 47  
I Timothy 4:6-16  
St. John 20:19-23 
 
Dr. & Mrs. Henry Manuel 
Balachandran 

15.5.2022 
7:30 am 

 
 
 

6:00 pm 
 

The Fifth 
Sunday of 

Easter 

 
Sung Eucharist 
Sermon: Rev. Samuel Anbarasan 
 
 
Evensong 
Sermon: Mr. Milton Sigamoney 

 
 

Believing in 
Christ: The 

Truth 
 

Exodus 34:1-9  
Psalm 119:89-96  
Ephesians 4:7-16  
St. John 17:6-19 
 
Mr.& Mrs. Arun Jacob 
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22.5.2022 
7:30 am 

 
 
 

6:00 pm 
 
 

The Sixth 
Sunday of 

Easter 

 

 

Sung Eucharist 
Sermon: Rev. Augustine Premraj 
 
 
Evensong 
Sermon: Dr. Z. Edward Kennedy 
 

 
Mission with 
Christ's Spirit 

II Kings 2:9-16  
Psalm 105:1-11  
Acts 7:54-60  
St. Matthew 28:16-20 
 
Mr. & Mrs. Ashvin Nehru 
Dhyriam 

29.5.2022 
7:30 am 

 
 
 

6:00 pm 
 
 

The 
Seventh  

Sunday of 
Easter 

Sunday 
after 

Ascension 
Day 

 
Sung Eucharist 
Sermon: Rev. Paul Anbarasu 
 
 
Evensong 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul Sudhakar 

 
 

Led by the Holy 
Spirit 

Exodus 36:1-7  
Psalm 107:1-22  
Romans 8:12-17  
St. John 14:25-31 
 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph 
Packiaraj 


