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Dearly beloved,  
Greetings in the name of the crucified and risen Lord! 
 
It has been a joyful experience for many of us to have our 
church work to be completed; we have begun the season 
of Lent; and are regularly worshipping in our Church. I 
thank and praise God for His grace and goodness.  

 
As we approach the closing of the academic year, we need to be mindful 
of our children and their studies. We are not sure of how the exams 
would be conducted, particularly for children who face the Public and 
Board exams, since the NEET has been a big challenge. Also, this year 
students may not have their summer vacation, as they would be working 
till the end of May. Churches may find it difficult to organize VBS this 
year. We have to wait, watch and pray.  
 
I would like to remind you of the happenings around the world, which are 
also of great concern for all of us. The election results from the five 
important states of India have been a point of concern for many of us 
because the vote percentage tell a different story. The lack of 
understanding and the spirit of no-coordination and non-cooperation 
between the opposition parties has resulted in the same ruling parties 
coming to power. We as a church have to pray about it.  
 
The second development which has been a point of concern is the 
Ukrainian crisis. The failure in the diplomatic relations between the 
warring states has taken a toll on the people. The superpowers of the 
world have a responsibility to ease the situation and are accountable for 
the lives of innocent millions. We also need to join the international 
communities in prayer and in solidarity.  
 
The third important concern is the development in the neighbouring 
country Sri Lanka. The country is heading towards bankruptcy and 
breakdown. The essential commodities for human existence are either 
not available or available at exorbitant price. The country’s economy is 
heavily challenged. The tea exports, textiles and tourism which the 
country banked upon all these years have failed, and the infrastructure 
for the country’s productivity which was not developed has led the land 
into this famine and scarcity. India has lent about 7500 crores as aid and 
this should become a concern for all of us to pray.  
 
I pray that this season of Lent would enable us to be more concerned 
and to be more prayerful. May God bless you all.  
 
Yours in His joyful service,  

Rev. J. Paul Sudhakar 

Presbyter-in-charge and Chairman 
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PUZZLE ME! 
 

Growing up, Agatha Christie’s detective 
stories were my absolute favourite. I preferred 
the charming old Miss Marple to the suave 
Hercule Poirot. It also helped that she lived in 
a pretty English village and between slices of 

cake, scones and cups of evening tea, solved the most intriguing 
mysteries. It is said that Agatha Christie’s books were all bestsellers, 
outsold only by Shakespeare and the Holy Bible! 
 
Everybody loves a good mystery. As humans, our brains are wired to 
solve puzzles and seek answers, as being curious is part of our nature. 
The Bible holds many divine mysteries too, that we must unravel with 
faith. There are many instances in the Gospels, where Jesus speaks in 
parables, encouraging His followers to think for themselves. When we 
approach the Scripture in this manner, deeper mysteries and truths are 
revealed to us too. 
 
Mysteries of Faith 
The Old Testament prophets often wrote their prophecies in segments. 
As we read them now, it can seem as if we’re trying to put pieces of a 
puzzle together. Living eight centuries before Christ, the prophet Isaiah 
had the difficult task of letting the people of Jerusalem know that God 
loved them too much to let them continue to turn their backs on Him 
without consequence (Isaiah 1 & 2). Yet, until the day of Jesus’s 
resurrection, the means by which God would carry out that rescue was a 
secret.  
 
The fourth Gospel is full of such mysteries, which made scholars remark 
that it was “shallow enough for a child to paddle in, yet deep enough for 
an elephant to swim” (quote variously attributed to St. Augustine, John 
Owen and William Temple). In John 20, we find the Risen Christ asking a 
tearful Mary Magdalene, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you 
seeking?” though He knew what was troubling her. It’s a question that 
opens her spiritual eyes, “I have seen the Lord!” (v. 18). 
 
Mysterious, yet life-giving 
Paul spoke of a mystery too, in Ephesians 3 that “was not made known 
to people in other generations” (v. 5). That, while in the past God 
revealed Himself through Israel, now, through Jesus, Gentiles could be 
“heirs together with Israel” (v. 6). Jesus affirms this in John 10:10, “The 
thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have 
life and have it abundantly.” 
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As the Anglican Eucharistic Prayer goes, “Great is the mystery of faith:”, 
indeed. “Christ has died: Christ is risen: Christ will come again.” 

 
Fabiola Jacob 

 
 

 
Lenten Retreat 
 
On 3 April 2022, 7.30 am to 1.00 pm 
Speaker: Mr. Richard Kleinman, YWAM 
Do come, stay and be blessed. 
 
Pls note: There will be breakfast after morning service and lunch after 
the retreat. 

 
 
 
 

PEACE WITH GOD –  
BECAUSE OF THE CROSS 

 
BIBLE MEDITATION:" 
... having made peace through the 
blood of His cross." Colossians 1:20 
 
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT: 
How can a cross bring peace if Jesus 
is the One hanging there? At the 
cross, wickedness was not appeased. 
Wickedness was confronted. At the 
cross, sin was not overlooked. Sin was atoned and paid for. God's 
greatest righteousness confronted man's greatest wickedness, and 
righteousness won! Peace was attained through the blood of the cross. 
Thank God for the cross! Thank God for Jesus! 
 
ACTION POINT: 
During this time of year, as you celebrate the death, burial and 
resurrection of the Lord, take a few moments to praise Jesus for the 
power and hope you have because of His resurrection. 
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Featured on the cover this month, are pictures 
highlighting the various facets of the newly restored CSI 
St. Thomas English Church building. 
 
About the Restoration at STEC 
Once known as ‘St. Thomas by the sea”, our little white 
Church on the Chennai coast was built in 1842 by the 

Wesleyan Missionary Rev. Robert Carver. Like most churches built at 
that time, St. Thomas English Church too was designed with Christian 
Gothic elements like a cruciform layout and a bell tower of modest 
proportions. A prominent Anglican Church in Madras during the colonial 
era, the building has withstood the ravages of time (through many 
restoration attempts and renovations) for nearly 180 years.  
 
Last November, the torrential rains served as an eye-opener of the 
extensive damage to the structure, brought on by the elements of nature 
– given its vulnerable position on the seashore. Vital areas including the 
roof, ceiling, beams, walls and doors were badly affected. It became 
quite clear that this was not going to be a renovation but a 
comprehensive restoration. 
 
Waterproofing the roof was a priority, and so for the terrace, RCC flat 
slab roofing was done with waterproofed concreting and a layer of heat 
reflective tiles. New metal rafters were fixed to support the outer 
terracotta tiles. These tiles were of high-quality material made in Spain. 
The interlocking nature meant that it made the roof further waterproof. 
The tiles were part of the original structure of the church as seen in 
photos almost a century ago – and it was good to have them back! 
 
As most of the wood was good Burma teak, much was retrieved for re-
use. Decorative panel tiles (painted in terracotta colour) were fitted under 
the main roofing tiles for aesthetics as well as insulation. Original 
teakwood joists and rafters were reconditioned and reused. The original 
wooden doors were thoroughly scraped, meticulously repaired and 
refitted. The towers on which the finials sat were reconstructed and the 
finials refitted or recreated. 
 
New canopies have been added to the doors to protect the woodwork 
from rain and harsh sun, taking care that it blends with the aesthetics of 
the Church design. Protecting our heritage Pipe Organ (the second 
oldest in Chennai city) was a priority, and it was exhilarating to hear its 
music once again, during the Thanksgiving Service for the Restoration 
on 27 February 2022. The altar table has been revamped too, with the 
Victorian lettering of the verse ‘I am the Bread of Life’ restored to a 
prominent position.  

Dr. Rabinder Boaz 
Gemina Martin 
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HE WAS UNAWARE OF THE WORTH OF 
THE STOLEN ‘ROBE’ 

 
We are in the habit of buying ‘ready-made’ garments, 
nowadays it is a trend, 
Within a few weeks the seams give way and needs to mend; 
So new stitches must be made to the seams strengthen, 
Ready-made garments don’t have extra cloth to lengthen. 
 
The Lord’s garments were ripped away in vehement, 
He was nailed to the cross, sans His garments; 
Christ’s garments were near the cross kept in a pile, 
The soldiers eyed the Lord’s garments with guile. 
 
The four soldiers divided His garments according to their scheme, 
The Robe was woven in one piece and had no seams; 
They couldn’t tear it into parts, 
It was to be taken by one man, so lots were cast. 
 
About the Lord’s Robe being cast lots the prophets foretold, 
When the lot fell on one solider, he immediately of it took hold; 
Thirsty and hanging in agony, on the cross Jesus was seen, 
But quickly Christ’s Robe disappeared from the scene. 
 

Prema Jayasundar 
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WHY DOES EASTER MOVE AROUND? 
 

You’ve probably noticed that the date of Easter moves around quite a bit. 
Sometimes it comes at the end of March; other years it happens in late 
April. In 2022, Easter is on Sunday 17 April. 
 
Easter is always on the first Sunday after the first full moon that follows 
the spring equinox. But this full moon is an ecclesiastical full moon 
(ecclesiastical means ‘of the Church’), and so wasn't calculated in quite 
the same way modern astronomers would. 
 
On top of that, for the purpose of calculating Easter, the spring equinox is 
always on 21 March. So there you go – in 2022 the first full moon after 
the 21 March is Saturday 16 April, hence Easter is on Sunday 17 April. 
 
Computing computus 
The method to calculate the date of Easter is called ‘computus’, from the 
Latin word that means, calculation. It was a big, big thing in the Middle 
Ages – and still is today. 
 
Easter marks the date of Jesus’s death and resurrection, which, 
according to the Bible, happened around the Jewish Passover. Like the 
date of Passover, the date to mark the Resurrection was calculated 
using the lunar calendar, which is based on the cycles of the Moon. This 
threw a spanner in the works, as lunar cycles were calculated in various 
ways back then. 
 
Moreover, different Christian groups disagreed on the date to celebrate 
the Resurrection. Some celebrated it on Passover itself, some the 
following Sunday. This made things quite complicated. 
 
Let's get this sorted 
In 325 AD, Emperor Constantine called the Council of Nicea, the first 
council of the Christian Church. As well as discussing other key beliefs, 
the Council wanted to settle the issue of the date of Easter. It was 
decided that all Christians should celebrate Easter on the first Sunday 
after the first full moon on or after the spring equinox. 
 
That should have put the issue to bed once and for all. But different 
traditions kept calculating it in different ways, backing up their choice with 
different Gospels. 
 
In England, for example, Irish monks forcefully argued that their way of 
doing it had started with John the Evangelist. But Roman monks claimed 
their calculations had begun with St Peter himself. So, in 664, a meeting 
of the clergy was organised in Whitby Abbey to sort the matter out. King 
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Oswy had the final say and decided the Roman tradition should be 
adopted in the whole of England. So, the Roman tradition was adopted in 
England. 
 
Bishop Coleman of the Irish monks was furious, resigned, and went back 
to Ireland with a group of like-minded monks, never to return. 
 
The Pope gets involved 
At the end of the 16th century, things changed again. Christians had, up 
to this point, followed the Julian calendar (named after its inventor Julius 
Caesar). In this system, there is a repeating pattern of three years of 365 
days followed by a leap year of 366 days. However, this calendar 
overestimated the length of the tropical year, the time from one equinox 
to the next, which also affected - you guessed it - the date of Easter. 
 
To solve this, in 1582, Pope Gregory XIII suggested knocking off a few 
days from the calendar and adjusting the frequency of leap years. That 
year, in all countries that went with the Pope’s plan, 4 October was to be 
followed by 15 October. But, by that point, England was largely a 
Protestant country. The change suggested by the Catholic Pope proved 
to be quite controversial and wasn’t implemented. 
 
Order! 
In the 18th Century, the British Parliament declared that enough was 
enough. It was decided that Wednesday 2 September would be followed 
immediately by Thursday 14, and from then on England, Scotland, Wales 
and Ireland would follow the same calendar as most of Europe. 
 
Today, although the Gregorian calendar is the international civil 
calendar, it’s still not used by all churches. The Orthodox Church follows 
the Julian calendar, so the Orthodox Easter normally falls a bit later (in 
2022 it will be marked on Sunday 24 April.) In 2025, both Churches will 
celebrate Easter on Sunday 20 April. 
 
There have been talks of fixing the date of Easter but, for the foreseeable 
future, it will remain a movable feast. So if you always want to know 
when Easter is from the top of your head, you know what to do: learn 
computus! Or perhaps search it online. 
 

Courtesy: www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize 
Contributed by Arun Jacob 

 
 
 
The EanMe team wishes you all a blessed 
Passiontide and a Happy Easter! 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
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HE IS RISEN  
 
"How hell must have celebrated the day 
Jesus was crucified! Yet He had just 
been defeated and had died on a cross. 
But Satan's big party ended abruptly! 
 

Philip Yancey writes: 'In the most ironic twist of all history, what Satan 
meant for evil, God meant for good. Jesus' death bridged the gap 
between a perfect God and a fatally-flawed humanity. On Good Friday 
God defeated sin, routed death, triumphed over Satan, and got His 
family back... He took the worst deed of history and turned it into the 
greatest victory. No wonder Jesus commanded that we never forget. 
Because of the cross we have hope. It's through the Servant's wondrous 
wounds, not His miracles, that we are healed (Isaiah 53:5). And if God 
can wrest such triumph from the jaws of apparent defeat...what might He 
do with the apparent failures and hardships of our lives? Nothing - not 
even the murder of His Son - can end the relationship between God and 
man; in fact it renews it. 
 
In the alchemy of redemption, the most villainous of crimes becomes our 
healing strength. The fatally-wounded Healer came back on Easter, the 
day that gives us a sneak preview of how all history will look from the 
vantage point of eternity, when every scar...hurt and disappointment will 
be seen in a different light. 
 
Faith begins where some might have presumed it was the end. 
 
Between the cross and the empty tomb hovers the promise of history: 
hope for the world, and hope for each of us who lives in it." 
 
 
 
 
 

WRITE TO US! 

Do you have a comment on the articles, a fresh 

new idea or feedback about the EanMe that 

you would like to share with other readers? Mail 

it to stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com with 

‘EanMe MailBox’ in the subject. The best letters 

will be published in the next issue of the 

EanMe.  
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A merry heart is good medicine! 
 
During an impassioned sermon about death and final 
judgement, the pastor said forcefully, "Each member of 
this church is going to die and face judgement." Glancing 
down at the front pew, he noticed a man with a big smile on his 
face.  
The minister repeated his point louder. "Each member of this church is 
going to die and face judgement!" The man nodded and smiled even 
more. This really got the preacher wound up. Finally, the preacher 
stepped off the platform, stood in front of the man and shouted, "I said 
each member of this church is going to die!" The man grinned from ear to 
ear.  
After the service was over, the preacher made a beeline for the man. "I 
don't get it," the preacher said in frustration. "Whenever I said, 'Each 
member of this church is going to die,' your smile got bigger. Why?"  
"I'm not a member of this church," the man replied. 

Ventriloquist Shanthakumar 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Subscribe to our Church YouTube channel 
‘St. Thomas English Church, Santhome’ 
to participate in the livestreamed worship services. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/c/StThomasEnglishChurchSanthome
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Quotes by John Owen: 
 

 If we do not abide in prayer, 
we will abide in temptation. 

 If we would talk less and pray 
more about them, things would be better than they are in the 
world: at least, we should be better enabled to bear them. 

 See in the meantime that your faith brings forth obedience, and 
God in due time will cause it to bring forth peace. 

 Temptations and occasions put nothing into a man, but only 
draw out what was in him before. 

 A church full of love, is a church well built up. 
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HEALED BY HIS WOUNDS 

When the American Baptist missionary Adoniram Judson (1788-1850) 
went to Burma to preach the good news, he encountered untold 
hardship. During his seven-year mission, he suffered hunger and 
privation; for seventeen months he was held in Ava prison and was 
subjected to incredible abuse and torture. As a result, his body was 
scarred for life from the beatings and by the iron shackles and chains he 
was forced to wear. 
 
Throughout many sufferings, he remained undeterred in his resolve. 
When he was finally released from prison, he asked the civil authorities 
for permission to resume his work for the sake of the Gospel. With 
indignation, the man in charge denied Judson’s request, saying, “My 
people are not foolish enough to listen to anything you say but I fear they 
may be impressed by your scars and thereby be convinced to turn to 
your religion!” 

As the days of Lent ebb away, believers are led nearer and nearer to the 
culmination of this Holy Season. At this point, we are invited to be once 
again impressed by the scars of Jesus and thereby, to be more deeply 
convinced of the saving, merciful love of God for all people.  

 
Why the wounds?  Because it is through His wounds, that Christ entered 
everything that could afflict us, He has borne it in his body.  It is the 
pathway of the salvation He won for us but it is also the supreme 
evidence of His love.  When you feel you are not worthy of love, that you 
are nothing, look at the Cross.  Look at the wounds of Christ.  They are 
there for you.  The price Jesus paid for love of you.  
 
“But He was pierced for our transgressions.  He was crushed for our 
iniquities.”—Isai 53:5.  “He himself bore our sins in His body on the tree 
so that we might die to sin and live for righteousness.  By His wounds 
you have been healed.”—I Pet 2:24 
 
The above verses talk about sin and righteousness and not sickness and 
disease.  Therefore, being “healed” in both these verses is speaking of 
being forgiven and saved, not physically healed.   
 
Though the scar of Judson might help him to convince non-believers, 
Christ advocates miraculous healing while sharing the gospel to 
unbelievers. 
 
“Unless you people see signs and wonders,” Jesus told him, “you will 
never believe.”—John 4:48                             

  Ventriloquist Shanthakumar 
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`HIDE THEM IN YOUR HEART' - A SCRIPTURE CHALLENGE! 
 
Can you memorize Psalm 11 before 24 April 2022? 
 
If this offer appeals to you, please approach 
Roshan Soundarapandian (Mobile No: 98403 
88365) - a surprise awaits you! 
The winners will be announced in next month's 
EanMe!  
Of course, prizes would follow! 
Anyone can rise to the opportunity - no age limit 
– all the best!  
 
Why the Scripture Challenge? 
There is no other single discipline in Christian life that is more rewarding 
than memorizing Scripture. Our prayer life will be strengthened. Our 
witnessing will be sharper and effective. Our attitude and perspective will 
begin to change. Our mind will become alert, observant and confident, 
enhancing our faith in ourselves and in God. 
 
We need to hide God's Word in our hearts so that we don't sin against 
Him. Carrying Scripture in our hands and also in our hearts is a way to 
cherish God's Word, creating an amazing opportunity to meditate on the 
truth and hastening the process of transforming us into Christ-likeness. 
When we fill our minds with the Word of God, we build a barrier between 
us and the enemy. The more verses you memorize, the barricade 

becomes higher and stronger. 
 
The Word of God brings us wisdom, strength and 
hope. It gives assurance, solace, power and 
authority. Above all we will enjoy peace of mind. So 
come, let's indulge in this overwhelming experience! 

 
Winners:  

Name 
 
 

Jan 
2022 

Feb 2022 Mar 2022 Aggregate 

Psalm 
16 

Psalm 12 Psalm 3 

Felicia William    3 

Iris Manoharan    3 

Jadon Titus Muller    3 

Jemima Thilagan    3 

Jeremy Roopsingh    3 

Johnsson Jaden 
Dhyriam 


  3 
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Jonathan Ethan 
Dhyriam 

 
  3 

Jonathan 
Roopsingh 


  3 

Joshua Emmanuel    3 

Keturah Manoharan    3 

Kezia Regan - -  1 

Manya Lily Malhotra    3 

Natalia Regan - -  1 

Priya Muller    3 

Rachel Thiraviaraj  - - 1 

Ranjini Inbaraj    3 

Rohan Abraham 
Stanley 


  3 

Santhosh Dhyriam    3 

Shekinah Dhyriam    3 

Shreya Dhyriam    3 

Zoey Emmanuel    3 
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JESUS WAS PERFECT 
 
BIBLE MEDITATION: 
“How much more shall the blood of Christ, 
Who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself 
without spot to God, purge your conscience 
from dead works to serve the living God?” 
Hebrews 9:14 
 
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT:  
What an amazing life the Lord Jesus lived!  Do you realize that Jesus 
never corrected, withdrew, or amended any statement He ever made? I 
wish I could say that! Jesus Christ never apologized for anything He ever 
did or said. Jesus Christ never sought advice from anyone, never had to 
ask for forgiveness. Jesus Christ doesn’t have any strong points. For 
Him to have strong points, He would have to have weak points. 
 
Robert Clark has rightly given this assessment of His character: 
“There was meekness without weakness, tenderness without feebleness, 
firmness without coarseness, love without sentimentality, holiness 
without sanctimoniousness, lowliness without lowness, truth without 
error, enthusiasm without fanaticism, passion without prejudice, 
heavenly-mindedness without forgetfulness, carefreeness without 
carelessness, service without servility, self-exaltation without 
egotism, judgement without harshness, seriousness without 
somberness, mercy without softness. 
 
”What a person was the Lord Jesus Christ! 
 
ACTION POINT:  
The greatest question that can be asked was the question Pontius Pilate 
asked the crowd when Jesus stood before him: "Pilate saith unto them, 
What shall I do then with Jesus, which is called Christ?" 
 
Now I'm going to ask that question of you. What will you do with Jesus? 
 
No greater question could be asked! 
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GEMS FROM THE BIBLE 
Put them in your heart-bank – memorize 
and use them! 
 

 Jesus said … “I am the 
resurrection and the life”. – John 11:25 

 He is not here, but has risen. – Luke 24:6 

 Death no longer has dominion over Him – Rom 6:9 

 Behold I am alive forevermore – Rev 1:18 

 For the message of the cross… is the power of God. – I Cor 1:18  
 

Shobana Soundarapandian 
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ESTHER JOHN – THE MODERN MARTYR 
 

Esther John was a Pakistani Christian nurse, 
who in her short life of 31 years, turned the 
world’s focus on the religious persecution in 
Pakistan. 
 

Early life 
Esther John was born Qamar Zia in India, on 14 October 1929, one of 
seven children. As a child she attended a government school and, after 
the age of seventeen, a Christian school. There she was profoundly 
moved by the transparent faith of one of her teachers, and she began to 
read the Bible earnestly. It was when reading the 53rd chapter of Isaiah 
that she was suddenly overtaken by a sense of conversion to this new 
religion. “I began to realise that Jesus is alive forever. Thus God put faith 
in my heart and I believed in Jesus as my Saviour and the forgiver of my 
sins. Only He could save me from everlasting death. Only then did I 
realise how great a sinner I was, whereas before I thought that my good 
life could save me,” she later said. 
 
When India was partitioned in 1947, Qamar Zia moved with her family 
into the new state of Pakistan. Here she made contact with a missionary, 
Marian Laugesen in Karachi. Laugesen, at her request, passed on to her 
a New Testament. Her Christian faith grew privately, even secretly. 
Then, seven years later, she ran away from home, fearful of the prospect 
of marriage to a Muslim husband. She found her way back to Laugesen 
in Karachi. For a while Qamar Zia worked in an orphanage there, and it 
was at this time that she took the name Esther John.   
 
Faith under pressure 
Esther John’s family still pressed her to return and to marry, but on 30th 
June 1955, she took a train north to Sahiwal, in Punjab. Here she lived 
and worked in a mission hospital, stayed with the first Anglican bishop of 
Karachi, Chandu Ray, and celebrated her first Christmas. Finding a 
vocation to teach, she entered the United Bible Training Centre in 
Gujranwala in September 1956.  
 
In April 1959 she completed her studies there and moved to 
Chichawatni, some thirty miles from Sahiwal, living with American 
Presbyterian missionaries. She evangelized in the villages, travelling 
from one to the other by bicycle, teaching women to read and working 
with them in the cotton fields. At times her relationship with her distant 
and perplexed family appeared calm; at others anxiety and tension 
brewed.  
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Martyred for Faith 
Her death was sudden and mysterious. On 2 February 1960, Esther 
John was found dead in her bed at the missionary home where she lived 
at Chichawatni - her skull was crushed. Esther was most likely killed by 
one of her own brothers seeking to expunge the perceived shame she 
had brought upon her family by converting to Christianity. When the 
police were making their investigations, they considered the possibility 
that she may have been murdered by a disappointed lover and went 
through her books and papers. When they had completed their search, 
they said, “We have found no clue. This girl was in love only with your 
Christ.”  
 
Her body was taken to the Christian cemetery at Sahiwal and buried. 
Later, a memorial chapel was built in front of the nurses' home on the 
grounds of the hospital there. Today, Esther John is remembered with 
devotion by the Christian community with whom she lived and worked. 
She is also remembered in the Church of England’s Calendar and 
commemorated as one of Westminster Abbey’s ten modern martyrs. Her 
statue was unveiled in 1998 by Queen Elizabeth II, above the Great 
West Door of the Abbey. 

Source: The Internet 
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JESUS PAID IT ALL 
 

Elvina M. Hall (1820 – 1889) wrote the text of this 
hymn one Sunday morning in 1865, while seated in 
the choir loft of the Monument Street Methodist 
Church of Baltimore, Maryland, while supposedly 
listening to the sermon by her Pastor Rev. George 

Schrick. During the course of the message, she began scribbling the 
words of the poem on the flyleaf of the church hymnal.  
 
After the service, she told Rev. Schrick about it and showed him the text. 
He was very encouraging, and told her how recently the organist John 
Grape had given him a copy of a new tune he had composed, titled `All 
to Christ I owe’. The Pastor and Mrs. Hall checked the music and text, 
and were amazed to find that the tune fit the text perfectly. 
 
John T. Grape was a successful coal merchant in Baltimore, who, as he 
once said, ‘dabbled in music for my own amusement’. For many years, 
he was an active lay-worker in the Sunday school as well as serving as 
organist-choir director of Monument Street Church. 
 
We can only marvel at the work of God – an obscure woman scribbles a 
poem on the flyleaf of her hymnal, an amateur church musician 
unknowingly creates a matching tune, an unknown pastor provides 
encouragement and a new hymn is born, that has ministered spiritual 
challenge and blessing to countless people for more than a century.  
 
I hear the Saviour say, “Thy strength indeed is small!  
Child of weakness, watch and pray, find in Me thine all in all”. 
 
Jesus paid it all, all to Him I owe, 
Sin had left a crimson stain, He washed it white as snow. 
 
Lord, now indeed I find Thy power, and Thine alone, 
Can change the leper’s spots and melt the heart of stone. 
 
For nothing good have I whereby Thy grace to claim, 
I’ll wash my garments white in the blood of Calvary’s Lamb. 
 
And when before the throne I stand in Him complete, 
“Jesus died my soul to save”, my lips shall still repeat. 
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JOHN OWEN:  
THE GREAT THEOLOGIAN 

 
John Owen (1616-1683) was not only a 
theologian of exceptional brilliance, but he 

was also a deeply experiential Christian with unusual insight into the 
Bible and into the person of God Himself. 
 
A Promising Beginning 
Born in rural Oxfordshire and later trained at the University of Oxford, 
Owen’s outstanding intellect was evident from an early age. He had 
already earned his M.A. from Oxford by the time he was nineteen. By his 
mid-twenties, he was ministering in East Anglia in the little village of 
Fordham in Essex, and later in Coggeshall just a few miles west from 
there. It was in these relatively obscure settings that Owen learned how 
to preach and how to pastor. He also grew in profile as a theologian, 
writing various doctrinal and polemical works in defence of Calvinistic 
tenets. It was during this period of his life that Owen married his first wife, 
Mary. He would outlive her and their eleven children, ten of whom died in 
infancy. Though Owen must have felt these losses terribly, he made 
almost no reference to them throughout his writings. 
 
From Obscurity to Prestige and Back Again 
Owen was elevated to a place of prominence among England’s divines 
through his sermons to Parliament. He also rose in the public eye by his 
appointment to serve as personal chaplain to Oliver Cromwell during his 
campaigns in Scotland and Ireland. It was in service to Cromwell that 
Owen witnessed the cruelties of war first hand. 
 
After the war was over, Cromwell, then serving as Lord Protector of 
England, installed Owen as the Dean of Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford 
and later as Vice-Chancellor of the University in 1652. Owen had gone 
from a humble country parish in the east country to one of the most 
prestigious theological posts in the land. From this position, Owen 
worked for the further reform of religion in England. As a Puritan, Owen 
rejected Anglicanism, but at the same time he could not fully embrace 
the Presbyterianism of the Westminster Confession (1646). Owen was a 
Congregationalist and identified his theology with the Savoy Declaration 
(1658), a statement that Owen himself helped to draft. The Savoy 
Declaration and the Westminster Confession agree at almost every point 
save their respective statements on church polity. 
 
Owen eventually fell out of favour with Cromwell and lost his post at 
Oxford in 1659. Shortly thereafter, Cromwell died and was replaced by 
his son Richard who lacked his father’s natural leadership ability. 
Eventually, parliament removed Richard Cromwell, recalled Charles II, 
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and restored the monarchy. This effectively marked the end of Owen’s 
career as a public theologian. 
 
On August 24, 1662, Owen, along with many of his Puritan brothers, was 
ejected from his pulpit for refusing to sign the Act of Uniformity which 
required all pastors to make use of the Anglican liturgy in their churches. 
The rest of Owen’s life would be spent in relative obscurity writing books 
and preaching in house churches. He died peacefully on August 24, 
1683. He is buried in Bunhill Fields only a few yards off from his friends 
and fellow Puritans, John Bunyan and Thomas Goodwin. 
  
Theological Contributions 
The Works of John Owen are presently published in sixteen large 
volumes; twenty-three if you include his massive seven-volume 
commentary on the book of Hebrews. Of his many important writings, 
four stand out for special comment: 
 
On the Mortification of Sin. Often published as a stand-alone book, this 
treatise is actually the opening section of Volume Six in the collected 
works. It was originally a series of sermons preached in Oxford to 
university undergraduates. The entire book is a sustained treatment of 
the believer’s warfare against sin. Owen’s oft-quoted line, “Be killing sin, 
or sin will be killing you,” is a fitting summary of the book’s thesis. 
 
The Glory of Christ. Owen wrote extensively on each member of the 
Trinity. This book represents the best of his writing on the person of 
Christ. Perhaps nothing Owen wrote is more edifying than this book. 
Though it forms part of Volume One of the collected works, it too is often 
published as a stand-alone volume 
 
Communion with God. One of Owen’s greatest theological 
contributions was his understanding of the very intimate relationship 
redeemed men and women were meant to have with the Godhead. In 
Communion with God, Owen explores this theme with penetrating 
insight, calling believers to greater experiential fellowship with God. 
 
The Holy Spirit. It is possible that no one wrote more on the Holy Spirit 
than John Owen prior to the 17th century. We owe a great debt to Owen 
for shining a light on the Scriptures’ teaching on the doctrine of Holy 
Spirit. The pre-eminent work of the Spirit, Owen argues, is to disclose the 
person and presence of Christ to the believer. 
 

Courtesy: www.englishchurchhistorytour.com 

http://www.englishchurchhistorytour.com/
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Quotes by John Owen: 
 

 Christ is the meat, the bread, the food of 
our souls. Nothing is in Him of a higher 
spiritual nourishment than His love, 
which we should always desire. 

 Holiness is nothing but the implanting, writing and living out the gospel 
in our souls. 

 The greatest sorrow and burden you can lay on the Father, the greatest 
unkindness you can do to Him is not to believe that He loves you. 

 As rivers, the nearer they come to the ocean whither they tend, the 
more they increase their waters, and speed their streams; so will grace 
flow more fully and freely in its near approaches to the ocean of glory. 

 God has a work to do; and not to help Him is to oppose Him. 
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BIBLE QUIZ FOR ALL 

All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness. - II Timothy 3:16 
 
God honours and promises to bless all those who 
respect, love and meditate on His precious Word. It is the most valuable 
possession we own because it is our Father's love letter to us. 
Everything else will pass away, 'but the Word of God stands forever'. - 
Isaiah 40:8. 
 
The quiz is open to participants of all ages.  
Answers should be given by the 27th of the month.  Late entries will not 
be considered.  
Answers should be mailed to sheebs@hotmail.com or given to Mrs. 
Sheeba Roshan in person. 
Names of participants with score will be mentioned in the next issue.  
Winners will be awarded at the end of the year. 
 
QUIZ 4 
 
Portion: Exodus chapters 1 – 20 
 
Re-arrange the anagram to make meaningful verses from the given 
passage. Provide references: 
 
1 Nile / the / must / is / born / every / girl / but / let / live / every / boy / 

that / you / Hebrew / throw / into. 
2 take /off / where / you / are / the / place / God / said / do / not / your / 

sandals / standing / is / holy / ground / come / any / closer / for. 
3 speak / now / I / will / teach / you / go / and / will / help / you / what / to 

/ say. 
4 bring / the / Israelites / against / Egypt / out / of / it / when / I / stretch / 

know / that / I / the / Egyptians / will / my / hand / and / am / the / Lord 
/ out / and. 

5 people / will / you / refuse / to / how / let / me / worship / my / long / 
yourself / before / me / so / that / they / may / go / humble. 

6 made / the / meat / along / with / bitter / herbs / yeast / that / same / 
night / they / are / to / eat / over / the / fire / roasted / and / without / 
bread. 

7 Egypt / brought / you / out / slavery / this / day / you / came / out / 
mighty / hand / of / the / commemorate / with / a / day / of / because / 
the / land / of / the / Lord / out / of / it. 

8 and / I / the / Lord / will / exalt / him / and / is / my / defense / he / has 
/ my / God / and / I / will / praise / Him / become / my / salvation / my / 
father’s / strength / he / is / my / God. 

mailto:sheebs@hotmail.com


27 

 

9 working / wonders / in / glory / Lord / who / among / is / like / you / 
majestic / who / the / gods / is / like / holiness / in / you / awesome. 

10 and / show / them / the / instructions / they / are / to / live / and / teach 
/ them / to / behave / his / decrees / how / they / are / and /way. 

 
Answers to Quiz 3: 
 

1. Gerar - 26:1 
2. Bethel -28:19 
3. Gilead -31:21 
4. Mizpah - 31:49 
5. Mahanaim - 32:2 
6. Peniel -32:30 
7. Sukkoth -33:17 
8. Shechem -33:18 
9. El -33:20 
10. Ephrath -35:16 
11. Hebron- 35:27 
12. Timna -36:40 
13. Iram-36:43 
14. Dothan -37:17 
15. Timnah -38:12 
16. Goshen -45:10 
17. Machpelah- 49:30 
18. Abel Mizraim - 50:11 
19. Paddan Aran - 28:5 
20. Midian - 37:36 
21. Boz - 36:39 

            22. Haran - 27:43 
 
Points tally after Quiz 3: 

  
  

     Mar 2022  Aggregate 

1 Alice Lawrence 10 10 

2 Daniel Inbaraj  10 30 

3 Deepa Ranjan 10 30 

4 Dorothy Evangeline Joshua  10 30 

5 Esther Jayanthi Surya  10 30 

6 Felicia William 10 30 

7 Hannah Cheryl Daniel 10 30 

8 Jadon Titus Muller 10 30 

9 Jason Travis Daniel  10 30 

10 Jeremy Roopsingh 

 

10 30 
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11 Joann Ignatius 10 30 

12 Johnsson Jaden Dhyriam 10 30 

13 Jonathan Ethan Dhyriam 10 30 

14 Jonathan Roopsingh 10 30 

15 Joshua Emmanuel 10 30 

16 Keturah Manoharan 10 30 

17 Kezia Regan  10 30 

18 Latha Chittaranjan 10 30 

19 Mahilini Santhosh 10 30 

20 Natalia Regan  10 30 

21 Nirmala Naveendhar 10 30 

22 Ranjini Inbaraj 10 30 

23 Rohan Abraham Stanley  10 30 

24 Santosh Dhyriam 10 30 

25 Shekinah Dhyriam 10 30 

26 Shilpa Malhotra 10 30 

27 Shreya Dhyriam 10 30 

28 Tasha Grace  10 30 

29 Zoey Emmanuel 10 30 
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Why EānMé? 

‘EānMé’ – literally meaning “unless” in Greek – has its roots in St. 
Thomas the Apostle’s words of doubt. It is based on his famous words to 
the Risen Lord in St. John 20:25: “…Unless I see in His hands the print 
of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and put my hand 
into His side, I will not believe.” 

‘Unless’ or ‘except’ in the King James Version is translated from the 
Greek word ‘EānMé’ εανμε (eh-an’ may) meaning: before, but, except, 
not or unless.  

 
We welcome your original contributions to the 
EānMé in the form of articles (word limit: 840), 
poems, Protestant church pictures for the cover, or 
information relevant to the season. Please send 
your entries by hard/soft copy to reach the STEC 
church office stthomasenglishchur@bsnl.in or 
stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com by the 20th of 
every month. 

You can read the current issue of EānMé online at 
http://www.santhomeenglishchurch.org/. A few earlier issues have been 
archived on `CSI St. Thomas English Church’ facebook page. 

Sunday bulletin temporarily suspended due to pandemic.  
 
We are on Social Media! 
‘Like’ our Church page on Facebook to stay updated 
https://www.facebook.com/StThomasEnglishChurch 
 
Join our Church group on Facebook to connect with 
each other and share / view pictures of church events 
https://www.facebook.com/CSI St. Thomas English Church, Santhome 
 
‘Follow’ @CSI_STEC on Twitter 
 
`Follow’ @csi_stec on Instagram 
 

Travelling on work or vacation?  
Don’t forget to click a picture! 
If you happen to visit or see a beautiful, historic Protestant 
church that you think should be on our EānMé cover, please 
click a hi-res picture and e-mail it, along with a short note 
about the Church, to stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com 

https://www.facebook.com/StThomasEnglishChurch
https://www.facebook.com/
mailto:stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com


31 

 

If you would like to join, participate in or use your time and effort for the 
Ministries, Fellowships and activities of the Church, please get in touch 
with the following people: 
 
Sunday School – Grace Rathnam  
Blossoms for Christ (Tamil Sunday School) – Sheeba Roshan 
Adult Fellowship – Ajit Stanley Moses 
Choir – Anila Manoharan 
Women’s Fellowship – Vasanthi Premkumar  
Men’s Fellowship – Milton Sigamoney 
Rapha (Hospital Ministry) – Zibia Thiraviaraj  
Church Library – Shailaja Henry  
Eco (Garden) – Premalatha Samuel 
Evangelism – Nirmala Stephen  
EānMé, Website Content, Facebook, Twitter & Instagram moderation – 
Fabiola Jacob 
Multimedia Production – Aroop Samuel 
Weekly Bulletin (Pew Sheets) – Kavita Edward 
Education Ministry (School) – Gemina Martin 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Benjamin Jordan (son of Jasper Lawrence and Sheryl) 
baptized on 20 Mar 2022 
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 FELLOWSHIP PROGRAMMES 
 

Sunday School  : 

English: Sunday – 8:00 am (during service) 

Tamil: Sunday – 4:30 pm (currently suspended 

due to pandemic) 

Women’s Fellowship : Saturday - 4:30 pm online 

Men’s Fellowship : Thursday - 6:30 pm online 

Adults’ Fellowship  : Saturday – 6:30 pm online 

Hospital visit  : 
II Sunday - 10:15 am (currently suspended due 

to pandemic) 

   

   

 

 

 

PASTORATE  

COMMITTEE 

MEMBERS 

 

Mr. Bright Joseph D. 

Mr. Ranjan Selvakumar C. 

Mr. Roshan Soundarapandian 

Mr. Santhakumar S. 

Mr. Wesley Isaac P. 

Mrs. Saroja Bai Godwin 

Mrs. Shilpa Nisha Malhotra 

   

  

 

 

The Rt. Rev. Dr. J. George Stephen 
Bishop in Madras 

 

Rev. J. Paul Sudhakar 
Chairman and Presbyter-in-charge 

 
Mr. Milton Sigamoney 
Mr. Ajit Stanley Moses 

Lay Readers 

             Dr. S. Rabinder Boaz 
             Secretary 

Mrs. Gemina Martin 
Treasurer 
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WORSHIP SERVICES – PLAN FOR APRIL 2022 

Date and 
Time 

Day Services and Preacher Theme Stewards for Bible 
Reading and Offertory 

3.4.2022 
7:30 am 

 
 

10:00 am to 
1:00 pm 

 
 

6:00 pm 
 
 

The Fifth 
Sunday of 

Lent  

Passion 
Sunday 

 

 
Sung Eucharist 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul Sudhakar 
 
Lenten retreat 
Speaker: Mr. Richard Kleinman 
YWAM 
 
Evensong 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul Sudhakar 

 
Cross and a 

new paradigm  
to discipleship 

 

Genesis 26:12-33 
Psalm 92 
II Cor 11:21-31 
St. Mark 10: 46-52 
 
Mr. & Mrs. Benjamin 
Hastings  

6.4.2022 
7:00 pm  

 
 

Mid-week 
Lenten 

devotion 

 
Holy Eucharist 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul Sudhakar 

Temple in Acts 
and the Epistles 

 

10.4.2022 
7:00 am 

 
 

8:00 am 
 
 

6:00 pm 
 
 

The Sixth 
Sunday of 

Lent 

Palm Sunday 

 
Procession from St. Raphael’s 
school 
 
Sung Eucharist 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul Sudhakar 
 
Passion recital by STEC choir  

 
Temple 

cleansing 

Zech.9:1-12 
Psalm 118:19-29 
I Timothy 4:6-16 
St. Luke 19:29-40 
 
Mr. & Mrs. James 
Thiraviaraj 
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11.4.2022 
7:00 pm 

Monday of 
Holy Week 

 
Evensong 
Sermon: Rev. P.M.Gnanadurai 

Jesus in the 
temple 1 

 
St. Luke 21: 1 – 7 

12.4.2022 
7:00 pm 

Tuesday of 
Holy Week 

 
Evensong 
Sermon: Rev. P.M.Gnanadurai 

Jesus in the 
temple 2 

 
St. Luke 21: 37 – 38 

13.4.2022 
7:00 pm 

Wednesday of 
Holy Week  

 
Evensong 
Sermon: Rev. P.M.Gnanadurai 

Judas in the 
temple 

 
St. Luke 22: 3 – 6 

14.4.2022 
7:00 pm 

Maundy 
Thursday 

 
Sung Eucharist 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul Sudhakar 
 

Temple and the 
Eucharist 

Exodus 12:1-7 
Psalm 116 
I Cor.11:23-34 
St. Mark 14:17-25 

15.4.2022 
11:30 am  

Good Friday  
Meditation on the Words from 
the Cross 

Cross – symbol 
of peace and 
reconciliation 

 
 

Exodus 14:15-22 
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16.4.2022 
11:30 pm 

 
 
 

Holy 
Saturday 

 

 
Easter Vigil 
Sung Eucharist 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul Sudhakar 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Resurrection – 
celebrating 
boundless 

transformation 

 
 
 
 
II Samuel 22:1- 20 
Psalm 16 
I Cor.15:20-28 
St. Mark 16:1-11 
 
STEC office bearers 

17.4.2022 
 

8:00 am 
 
 
 

4:00 pm  
 

Easter Day  

The First 
Sunday of 

Easter 

 
 
Sung Eucharist 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul Sudhakar 
 
 
Prayer walk 

24.4.2022 
7:00 pm 

The Second 
Sunday of 

Easter  

 
Holy Eucharist 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul Sudhakar 

 
Empowered by 

the 
Risen Lord 

Genesis 28:10-22 
Psalm 29 
Acts 20:7-12 
St. John 20:11-18 
 
Mr. & Dr. Mrs. 
Premkumar Samuel 


