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No one engaged in warfare entangles himself with the 
affairs of this life - II Tim 2:4 NKJV 

 
Greetings in the name of the crucified and risen Lord! 
 
I am extremely happy to write this letter to you. This is 
because of two reasons. The first is, we have 
completed the renovation and restoration work of our 

church building and have moved inside the church after quite some time. 
The second is, the time has come for us to observe and go through the 
period called Lent.  
 
I need to put on record the goodness the Lord has showered on us in the 
restoration work. The present generation worshipping at St. Thomas 
English Church has been blessed with an opportunity to restore and 
renovate the church building. I am sure it will stand as it is for a long 
time. All praise and honour and glory be to God and God alone. My 
sincere thanks and appreciation are due to every individual and family 
who prayed, worked and contributed. May the good Lord bless us all.   
 
Lent is a Latin word that denotes ‘blossoming’, or marking of springtime. 
This is directly related to the spiritual life of every Christian. The mainline 
churches have this tradition and observance, this is designed in such a 
way for us to reflect upon our spiritual life. Strictly speaking, there cannot 
be any divide between the sacred and the profane and secular in our life. 
Every aspect of life needs to be seen from the point of view of spirituality. 
Nevertheless, it has become common for all of us to have this dichotomy 
in life, which is spiritual and secular. Lent provides us with an opportunity 
to concentrate on our inner being or of the soul. The demand is to 
nourish our souls. For this reason, traditionally we have been taught to 
do two things. They are abstinence and indulgence. By abstinence, 
some keep away from things and practices which may not be helpful in 
our spiritual exercise. This may have its own effects. My suggestion is 
that concentrating on the externals may at times have a negative impact 
of being a burden on our spiritual life, and it may also lead to a self-
righteous spirit, which is all the more dangerous. But any sincere effort of 
abstinence would surely be beneficial. 
 
The second aspect of indulgence is the one that is of great importance. 
They are the things we need to work on, the things that stand as a 
hindrance to our spiritual making. It may be words, actions, or practices. 
We need to consciously work towards them. Also, we need to set apart 
time for the regular reading of the Bible, for study, or a systematic and 
disciplined time of personal prayer, which would help us in our personal 
piety. Focusing on our ministerial involvement and renewing our 
missions can all be possible during this time.  
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The result of Lent is measured by the way our self-denial is exhibited. It 
is by setting apart an offering that could be the result of our self-denial 
and this can be used for the needy and the deprived.  
 
This Lent I urge you to come to the Lenten Wednesday worship services 
where we will have a series of study of the Temple and its significance in 
the Bible. I wish you all a blessed time of Lent. 
 
 
Yours in His joyful service,  

Rev. J. Paul Sudhakar 

Presbyter-in-charge and Chairman 
 

BIBLE STUDY TOPICS FOR LENT 2022 

Date Study Theme 

02.03.22 Ash Wednesday  Temptation and the temple 

09.03.22 Mid-week 
Lenten devotion 

Temple of David and Solomon 

16.03.22 Mid-week 
Lenten devotion 

Temple of Zerubbabel, Haggai, Ezra and 
Nehemiah 

23.03.22 Mid-week 
Lenten devotion 

Temple of Herod and Jesus 

30.03.22 Mid-week 
Lenten devotion 

Temple in Acts and the Epistles 

06.04.22 Mid-week 
Lenten devotion 

Temple in Apocalypse 

10.04.22 Palm Sunday Temple cleansing 

11.04.22 Holy Monday Cross in the temple 1          
Rev. P.M. Gnanadurai 

12.04.22 Holy Tuesday Cross in the temple 2  
Rev. P.M. Gnanadurai           

13.04.22 Holy 
Wednesday 

Cross in the temple 3  
Rev. P.M. Gnanadurai           

14.04.22 Maundy 
Thursday 

Temple and the Eucharist 

15.04.22 Good Friday Temple curtain torn 

17.04.22 Easter I will build this Temple in three days 

 
 
Please Note: 
The village Christmas Celebration reported in the February 2022 EanMe 
was at the Sengundram Village of Devandavakam Pastorate and not 
in Goonipalayam – as wrongly mentioned. The error is regretted.  
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 SEASON OF DISRUPTION 
 

‘Disruption’ is a term that has caught the fancy of the 
world these days. ‘Disruptive Innovation’, ‘Disruptive 
Technology’ and ‘Creative Disruption’ are terms we 

hear often, more so after the Coronavirus disrupted our lives and forced 
us to adopt new ways of living, working, worshipping and staying 
connected. 
 
Disruption in Nature 
The season of Lent coincides with spring in the northern hemisphere, 
which is the time when the earth wakes up, putting out new leaves and 
shoots, disrupting the inactivity of winter. Similarly, the holy season of 
Lent, and the three pillars it is based on – Prayer, Fasting and 
Almsgiving – are a reality check to help us look inward spiritually, to 
repent, renew and prepare ourselves for God’s Kingdom.  
 
When the prophet Jonah was angry because God spared the wicked city 
of Nineveh from destruction, God caused a plant to shade him from the 
hot sun (Jonah 4:6-9). Then He disrupted Jonah by causing the plant to 
wither. When Jonah complained, God answered, “Is it right for you to be 
angry about the plant?” Jonah, focused only on himself, insisted it was. 
But God challenged him to think about others and have compassion. 
 
Disruption – the Christian way  
Our cover and ‘Missionary Spotlight’ tell the story of Clarinda, whose life 
was disrupted many a time, causing her to become the first convert in 
Tirunelveli and build a Church. She could have chosen to live a luxurious 
life with the fortune in her possession, but instead went on to build 
schools and churches to spread the gospel. Similarly, Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer – our hero of the Faith – could have agreed with the German 
Church of his time and led a comfortable, even prosperous life. Instead, 
he chose not to remain passive and silent – and paid for it with his own 
life. 
 
During His ministry on earth, Jesus Himself caused disruption wherever 
He went. At the Judean desert where He went to be tempted (Matthew 4: 
1-11), at the wedding at Cana of Galilee (John 2: 1- 12), at the well when 
He met the Samaritan woman (John 4: 1-42), on the shores of the Sea of 
Galilee when He disrupted the lives of Peter, Andrew, James, and John 
(Matthew 4:18-22) – there are numerous such instances. 
 
Lent is thus an important season of disruption when we are called to step 
out of our comfort zone and take stock of our spiritual wellbeing by 
spending more time with the word of God, in repentance and in prayer. I 
recently came across this poem attributed to the British explorer and 
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seafarer Sir Francis Drake, which explains why it is important to allow 
God to disrupt our comfortable lives and schedules – so He may fulfill 
His good and perfect will in us.  
 
Disturb us, Lord, when 
We are too well pleased with ourselves, 
When our dreams have come true 
Because we have dreamed too little, 
When we arrived safely 
Because we sailed too close to the shore. 
 
Disturb us, Lord, when 
With the abundance of things we possess 
We have lost our thirst 
For the waters of life; 
Having fallen in love with life, 
We have ceased to dream of eternity 
And in our efforts to build a new earth, 
We have allowed our vision 
Of the new Heaven to dim. 
 
Disturb us, Lord, to dare more boldly, 
To venture on wider seas 
Where storms will show your mastery; 
Where losing sight of land, 
We shall find the stars. 
 
We ask You to push back 
The horizons of our hopes; 
And to push into the future 
In strength, courage, hope, and love. 
 
(Attributed — Sir Francis Drake — 1577) 

 

Fabiola Jacob 

 

 
 “We must be ready to allow ourselves 
to be interrupted by God.” - Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer 
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Gracing our cover this month, is the historic Clarinda 
Church in Palayamkottai, Tirunelveli, in Tamil Nadu, 
photographed by Adelene Mercy Natalia. 
 
About the Church 
Clarinda was a native Indian Maratha Brahmin, a 
member of a high-standing family in the royal court of 

Tanjore, in the 18th Century. She later became a dedicated Christian 
Missionary and moved to Tirunelveli, where she started her missionary 
work (more on page 20). She was the first Christian convert of Tirunelveli 
and also built the first Church of Protestant Christian worship, namely, 
the well-known Clarinda Church near St. John's College, Palayamkottai, 
Tirunelveli. 
 
This little building was erected between 1780 and 1785. The famous 
missionary Schwartz dedicated the building in 1785. 
 
Though this Church was dedicated under the order of the Lutheran 
tradition, it was under the jurisdiction of the Army and the SPCK. Rev. 
James Hough, the Army Chaplain at Palayamkottai, repaired it in 1818. 
In 1852 it came under the control of the SPG (in 1845, the Danish 
government had sold the whole of Tranquebar to the British 
Government). In 1857, i.e.,72 years after the church was built, the SPG 
handed over the church to the Government on the condition that they 
would take good care of the church along with the burial ground in the 
compound. It came under the protection of the Ancient Monument Act. In 
1947 with Independence the church came under the Tirunelveli Diocese 
of the Church of South India. The Bishop of Tirunelveli Rt. Rev. 
Augustine G. Jebaraj became its trustee. 
 
During colonial rule, as the number of European officers in the army and 
administration increased, they needed a bigger church for worship. The 
government allotted Rs. 4000/- for repairing it, but the army officials tried 
to demolish Clarinda Church and build another one in its place. Since the 
government did not agree, they built a church nearby and named it 
‘Christ Church’. It was dedicated in 1856 by Rt. Rev. Thomas Dealtry, 
the third Bishop of Madras. 
 
After that, Clarinda Church lost its significance. It lay in a dilapidated 
condition for many years till Rev. G.N. Kantayya took efforts to renovate 
it. Services were started in 1959. For the first time, the congregation of 
Palayamkottai celebrated the dedication day of the church on 24 August 
1959. It was the 174th anniversary day, celebrated with great pomp and 
pleasure. Since then, the church is well maintained and frequented by 
worshippers; it is also regarded as a kind of ‘Sacred Relic’ by many 
people. 

Kevin Timothy Muller 
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FOOD FOR THE HUNGRY 
 

Once I went in a cycle rickshaw in the morning to 
beat the heat, 
The puller saw a man selling sweet potatoes boiled 
and ready to eat; 
He bought some and ate in a hurry, 
He had been pulling the rickshaw when he was hungry. 
 
The Bible says to feed your enemy if he is hungry, before he goes to 
sleep, 
By doing so, on this head coal-fire you will heap; 
Also Bible says, that if a person pawns his blanket, return it before the 
sun goes down in the west, 
He will be cold at night and find it difficult to sleep and rest. 
 
Man’s soul is daily crying of hunger, 
But many to feed it, never bother; 
If not fed daily with the ‘word of God’ it will starve to death, 
It will be difficult to redeem the soul once it is in Satan’s web. 
 

Prema Jayasundar 

 

 
 

WRITE TO US! 

Do you have a comment on the articles, a fresh 
new idea or feedback about the EanMe that 

you would like to share with other readers? Mail 

it to stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com with 

‘EanMe MailBox’ in the subject. The best letters 

will be published in the next issue of the 

EanMe.  

 

A merry heart is good medicine! 
 
Reasons for joining the church choir: 
* You are running out of clean clothes and the robe saves on 
laundry. 
* The church is usually crowded and you want to make sure 
you always have a seat. 
* There is a clock at the back of the church and you can know the time. 
* You have been known to nod off during the service and do not want the 
priest to catch you. 

Ventriloquist Shanthakumar 
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STEC RESTORATION 2022 – A REPORT 

As a congregation, we have all been aware of the hindrance and 
damage caused by roof leakage from rains, in our church. This reached 
the tipping point with the unprecedented deluge from July last year when 
the seeds were sown for what would probably become the biggest work 
done on this church since inception. Our pastorate committee decided 
that urgent and effective action was needed. 

We accessed the services of Mr. Eazhil Arasan, Managing Director of 
Chennai Civil Construction with whom we entered into a project contract 
and with Ms. Sharada and Mr. Sunil Vamadevan of Sunil and Sharada 
Architects who most generously declined to accept any remuneration. All 
three showed such commitment to the project and we are truly grateful. 

The basic process of damage assessment, initial sketches of the existing 
structure and possible methods of and materials for restoration were 
discussed at many site meetings, the first of which was in July 2021. The 
need to maintain the heritage nature of the church was paramount. 

Work started in November 2021 primarily for leakage control and 
rectification but to our horror, we realised that as the layers of metal 
sheets were removed, the sheer damage to concurrent structures was 
evident. Our congregation was already made aware through videos and 
slide shows of the extent of the widespread leakage. Vital areas 
including roof, ceiling, beams, walls and doors were badly affected. 
Location-wise, this involved the right rear area of the church, the choir 
room, the organ surrounds and many other areas. 

We were quite clear that this was not going to be a renovation but a 
comprehensive restoration. Firstly, the leaking and rusting metal sheets 
of two layers were removed. The dismantling work started in early 
December 2021. Again, heavy monsoon rains delayed the process. All 
the old finial tops were carefully rescued for refitment. The old Madras 
terrace roof was in a badly damaged leaking condition. Extensive 
waterlogging was seen. 

The chamber behind the altar was in a shambles and needed to be 
reclaimed. Its roof made of cemented sheets was in ruins. The false 
ceiling in the altar was soggy with rainwater and a portion of it collapsed. 
Main wooden supporting beams, ceiling rafters and joists were in bad 
shape with some eaten away by termites. It is a near miracle that a major 
collapse of the roof did not happen during service. The walls too bore the 
brunt from the weather and years of exposure. The doors, many of them 
teak, were in a poor condition particularly as they had no shade from the 
sun and rain. 
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The front arrival deck had pressed cement tiles which had eroded and 
settled unevenly. The church bell tower, the bell itself, the cross and the 
supporting structures were in need of repair and restoration.  

The preamble to restoration was securing the valuable pipe organ (the 
second oldest in Chennai City), the pews, audio-visual equipment, lights, 
fans and anything removable to protect from the dust, grime and physical 
damage. This was done in an exhaustive manner. 

Now for the restoration. 

For the terrace, RCC flat slab roofing was done with waterproofed 
concreting and a layer of heat reflective tiles. Our church load-bearing 
walls are extremely thick and with the load distributed evenly, the bed 
concrete and beams easily supported the new RCC slabs. 

New metal rafters were fixed to support the outer terracotta tiles. These 
tiles were of high-quality material made in Spain. The interlocking nature 
meant that it made the roof further waterproof. The tiles were part of the 
original structure of the church as seen in photos almost a century ago. 
Valleys between the adjacent tile rows were fashioned to carry water 
away from the tiles into dependent gutters to flow down to water 
harvesting pits below the ground level. The new terrace itself has a 
gradient that will not allow stagnation. The side parapets were built up 
with plaster bands to reflect colonial architecture. The plaster was just 
extended out to prevent rainwater ingress into the old walls. 

The external painting was done with weatherproof Apex Ultra Emulsion 
over a water-resistant primer base coat. The front arrival deck was now 
evenly paved with heavy-duty concrete paver blocks. 

As most of the wood was good Burma teak, much was retrieved for re-
use. Decorative panel tiles were fitted under the main roofing tiles for 
aesthetics as well as insulation. These were painted in terracotta colour. 
Original teakwood joists and rafters were reconditioned and reused. The 
original wooden doors were thoroughly scraped, meticulously repaired 
and refitted. The towers on which the finials sat were reconstructed and 
the finials refitted or recreated. 

Protective ferrocement canopies were installed to protect the doors from 
the sun and rain. These canopies were designed to merge with the 
heritage look as in colonial era buildings in tropical climates.  

The roof of the chamber behind the altar was replaced with RCC half 
dome. The chamber is to protect the stained glass and yet let light in 
through a number of rectangular vents closed with thick transparent 
glass. The interior walls were painted with Asian Paints Premium 
Emulsion. 
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Entirely new light fixtures including chandeliers were selected in 
consonance with and to enhance the heritage look of the church. This 
major cost was sponsored by a generous family. All new expensive 
ceiling fans with an aluminium body heavy enough to reduce swing from 
the long hanging rods and with fibreglass blades to prevent rusting in this 
coastal area were installed. Again, these fans were sponsored by one 
family's generosity. 

The complete electrical wiring was changed with concealed conduits, 
junction boxes, circuit breakers and distribution cabinets. All new high-
quality microphones (four exclusively for the choir) with extensive 
coverage, Wi-Fi headset, monitors, floor-based speaker system, HD 
video projector with a new screen have been procured, many through the 
generosity of sponsors. 

The altar carpeting, two high-backed chairs for our Lay Readers, two 
chairs for use by the bride and groom at wedding services, and a couple 
of air coolers for the altar were all donated. 

All the pews were repaired and polished as well as the pulpit, podium, 
and lectern. The choir room and the vestry were refurbished. The organ 
was serviced and is functioning well. The cross pedestal was repaired. 
The bell was antique polished and the supports painted. New LED lights 
were installed for enhancing visibility around the immediate church 
environs. 

It was with a deep sense of gratitude to God that we gathered on the 
morning of Sunday 27 February 2022 and celebrated with thanksgiving 
the occasion of the church restoration. We acknowledged that God was 
in control and He had made all things beautiful in His time. It was a very 
meaningful thanksgiving service led by our pastor, the Reverend J Paul 
Sudhakar. This heritage church built in 1842, then called St. Thomas by 
the sea, has seen the changing scenes of lives over 180 years. 

We are all privileged to have had a role to play, however insignificant, in 
the history of our church. To God be all the glory. 

Gemina Martin and Dr. Rabinder Boaz 

 
 
 
Subscribe to our Church YouTube channel 
‘St. Thomas English Church, Santhome’ 
to participate in the livestreamed worship services. 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/c/StThomasEnglishChurchSanthome
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LET’S LOVE GOD WITH ALL OUR HEART! 
 

Eric Fellman, who worked with Norman Vincent Peale as editor-in-chief 
at the Peale Center for Christian Living, explained about meeting a 
Chinese couple in Hong Kong, while travelling to China: 
 
A friend took me down a narrow alley to a second-floor flat to meet a 
man recently released from prison in China.  A Chinese man in his 
sixties opened the door.  His smile was radiant but he had a hunchback.  
He led us to a sparsely furnished room.  A Chinese woman of about the 
same age came in to serve tea.  As she lingered, I could not help but 
notice how they caressed and looked at each other in adoration. My 
staring apparently did not go unnoticed, for soon they were both giggling.  
"What is it?" I asked my friend.  "Oh nothing," he said with a smile.  "They 
just want you to know that they’re newly-weds!" 
 
I learned they had been engaged in 1949, when he was a student at 
Nanking Seminary.  On the day of their wedding rehearsal, Chinese 
communists seized the seminary.  They took the students to a hard-
labour prison. For the next 30 years, the bride-to-be was allowed to meet 
the prisoner only once a year.  Each time, following their meeting for a 
few minutes, the prisoner would be called to the warden’s office.  "You 
may go home with your bride," the warden would say, "if you will 
renounce Christianity."  Year after year, this man would reply in just one 
word: "No!"  
 
I was stunned!  How had he been able to stand the strain for so long, 
being denied his family, his marriage and even his health?  When I 
asked, he seemed astonished at my question.  He replied, "After all that 
Jesus has done for me, how could I betray Him?" 
 
“The religion that gives nothing costs nothing and suffers nothing, is 
worth nothing!”—Martin Luther  
 
Jesus declared that the greatest commandment is: "You shall love the 
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
mind and with all your strength!"—Mark 12:30.  God needs to be our 
number one priority. 
 
“Am I now seeking the approval of man or of God?  Or am I trying to 
please man?  If I were still trying to please man, I would not be a servant 
of Christ!”—Galatians 1:10. 

Ventriloquist Shanthakumar 



15 

 

LENTEN CROSSWORD 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Across:  
1. All glory, _____ and honour (4) 
3. Hymn tune `When I survey’ (10) 
7. Latin setting of Psalm 51 by Allegri (8) 
8. they divided His garments, casting ____  (4) 
9. Crucifixion – English composer (7) 
12. Hymn tune `There is a green hill’ (7) 
14. ____ unto the Lord a new song! (4) 
15. Not sung during Lent! (6) 
16. Liturgical colour of Lent (6) 
17. Grace to live and grace to ____ (3) 

Down: 
1. Jesu our _____ fast of Thee (6)  
2. Once more the _____ season calls (6) 
4. _____ gladness ours shall be (6) 
5.____ box to collect alms during Lent (4) 
6. we ______ the breast, we weep in vain (5) 
10. so I’ll cherish the old _____ cross (6) 
11. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us, therefore let us keep the 

_______ (5) 
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13. Hymn tune: Strength and _____ (4) 
14. by bitter grief and anguish _____ (4) 
 
Answers are found on page 16. 

Anila Manoharan 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Quotes by Dietrich Bonhoeffer  
“Being a Christian is less about cautiously 
avoiding sin than about courageously and 
actively doing God’s will.” 
 
“We are not to simply bandage the wounds of victims beneath the 
wheels of injustice, we are to drive a spoke into the wheel itself.” 
 
If I sit next to a madman as he drives a car into a group of innocent 
bystanders, I can't, as a Christian, simply wait for the catastrophe, then 
comfort the wounded and bury the dead. I must try to wrestle the 
steering wheel out of the hands of the driver. 
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`HIDE THEM IN YOUR HEART' - A SCRIPTURE CHALLENGE! 
 
Can you memorize Psalm 3 before 27 March 2022? 
 
If this offer appeals to you, please approach 
Roshan Soundarapandian (Mobile No: 98403 
88365) - a surprise awaits you! 
The winners will be announced in next month's 
EanMe!  
Of course, prizes would follow! 
Anyone can rise to the opportunity - no age limit 
– all the best!  
 
Why the Scripture Challenge? 
There is no other single discipline in Christian life that is more rewarding 
than memorizing Scripture. Our prayer life will be strengthened. Our 
witnessing will be sharper and effective. Our attitude and perspective will 
begin to change. Our mind will become alert, observant and confident, 
enhancing our faith in ourselves and in God. 
 
We need to hide God's Word in our hearts so that we don't sin against 
Him. Carrying Scripture in our hands and also in our hearts is a way to 
cherish God's Word, creating an amazing opportunity to meditate on the 
truth and hastening the process of transforming us into Christ-likeness. 
When we fill our minds with the Word of God, we build a barrier between 
us and the enemy. The more verses you memorize, the barricade 

becomes higher and stronger. 
 
The Word of God brings us wisdom, strength and 
hope. It gives assurance, solace, power and 
authority. Above all we will enjoy peace of mind. So 
come, let's indulge in this overwhelming experience! 

 
Winners:  

Name 
 
 

Jan 2022 Feb 2022 Aggregate 

Psalm 16 Psalm 12 

Felicia William   2 

Iris Manoharan   2 

Jadon Titus 
Muller 


 2 

Jemima 
Thilagan 


 2 

Jeremy 
Roopsingh 


 2 
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Johnsson Jaden 
Dhyriam 


 2 

Jonathan Ethan 
Dhyriam 

 
 2 

Jonathan 
Roopsingh 


 2 

Joshua 
Emmanuel 

 
 2 

Keturah 
Manoharan 


 2 

Manya Lily 
Malhotra 


 2 

Priya Muller   2 

Rachel 
Thiraviaraj 


 2 

Ranjini Inbaraj   2 

Rohan Abraham 
Stanley 


 2 

Santhosh 
Dhyriam 


 2 

Shekinah 
Dhyriam 


 2 

Shreya Dhyriam   2 

Zoey Emmanuel   2 
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GEMS FROM THE BIBLE 
Put them in your heart-bank – memorize 
and use them! 
 

 “Even now,” declares the LORD, 
“return to Me with fasting” – Joel 2:12 

 I wait for God my Saviour – Micah 7:7 

 Humble yourselves, therefore… that He may lift you up. – I Peter 5:6 

 Mary, sat at the Lord’s feet, listening to what He said. – Luke 10:39 

 She is more precious than rubies – Proverbs 3:15 
Shobana Soundarapandian 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Answers to Lenten Crossword: 
Across: 
1 Laud, 3 Rockingham, 7 Miserere, 8 Lots, 9 Stainer, 12 Horsley,  
14 Sing, 15 Gloria, 16 Purple, 17 Die 
Down: 
1 Lenten, 2 Solemn, 4 Holier, 5 Mite, 6 Smite, 10 Rugged, 11 Feast,  
13 Stay, 14 Sore 
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ROYAL CLARINDA – THE FIRST CONVERT 
 

The foundation stone of the Christian Church in 
Tirunelveli (destined to become the largest and most 
influential population of Christians in India) was the 
tiny yet diverse congregation presided over by a 

Brahmin widow, the famous Clarinda, born Kohila, to a Maratha Brahmin 
family influential at the court in Tanjore. Clarinda is today a legendary 
figure in the Tirunelveli church. 
 
Early Life 
Clarinda (c. 1746 – c. 1806) also known as Clorinda was a native Indian 
Maratha Brahmin, a member of a high standing family in the royal court 
of Tanjore (Thanjavur), South India, in the 18th Century. She was the 
ward of her grandfather and was brought up with loving care and given 
the best of education. 
 
According to common custom in those days she was given in marriage 
early to a wealthy man of high rank in the royal court. But a short time 
later her husband died, leaving her a widow. It is commonly believed that 
she was rescued from the funeral pyre of the ensuing Sati, by a soldier of 
the British army, Henry Lyttleton, who was passing along and took pity 
on her, seeing the plight of her horrendous circumstances. After the 
rescue, Clarinda and Lyttleton started living together – between 1765 
and 1775 – first in Tanjore and later Palayamkottai, a town adjacent to 
Tirunelveli where the British army kept a garrison. It is said that Lyttleton 
planned to marry Kohila and prepared her for this by teaching her about 
Christianity. Some sources claim that they lived as a common-law 
couple. 
 
Saved by Grace 
When Clarinda had first requested Rev. Christian Friedrich Schwartz, 
one of the Tranquebar Lutheran missionaries stationed in Tanjore to 
baptise her, Schwartz had refused as he felt she was living in sin. 
Meanwhile, Lyttleton suddenly died from gout, leaving her his entire 
estate. After about four years, Clarinda once again requested Schwartz 
to baptise her when he visited Palayamkottai in 1778. This time 
Schwartz, taking into account her life of devotion and selfless service, did 
not refuse and duly baptised her, changing her name to Clarinda. She 
was the very first Christian convert in Tirunelveli District.  
 
Schwartz reported in his journal: 
Just as I was about to baptize some children, a young Brahmin woman 
came forward with her adopted son, and asked for baptism herself, since 
the child had already received emergency baptism at his birth. I must 
observe that this Brahmin woman had previously been the mistress of an 
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English Officer. Soon after she had begun to live with him, she sent word 
to me that she was willing to embrace Christianity. My answer [then] had 
been that so long as she lived in that sinful state, I could not with good 
conscience baptize her... 
 
She came forward and said, “Some years ago I requested you to teach 
and baptize me, but the mode of life I then lived made you refuse me. 
The former reason of your refusal does not hold now...” Since all bore 
witness to her respectable life, I could no longer withhold teaching from 
her. I therefore gave her teaching as long as I was in Palayamkottai. 
Many Brahmins came to her, whom she openly exhorted to give up 
heathenism. She received baptism with much emotion, and she desired 
that she should be given the name Clarinda, which was done. 
 
Passion for Mission 
After her baptism, Clarinda became the leader of a very diverse 
congregation. According to the first Palayamkottai parish register, in 
1780 the congregation boasted forty members, with her name at the top 
of the membership list. She brought more willing people into Christianity 
through conversion in Tirunelveli and suburbs and built the Clarinda 
Church (featured on the cover) in Palayamkottai in1784 for a small 
congregation of around fifty people to gather and worship. This 
Church/congregation is said to be the pioneer of the diocese that is now 
in place. Clarinda took up the cause of the underprivileged, 
downtrodden, destitute, widows and orphans, providing them the 
necessary support and aid and education, particularly helping the 
uneducated poor women towards their empowerment, even in that era.  
 
She had the Clarinda Church consecrated by Schwartz in 1785 and was 
instrumental in building schools and other small Churches for the 
congregations she had managed to form in neighbouring villages. For all 
this, she used her own private funds without depending much on 
contributions or grants. She had to face, along the way, innumerable 
difficulties, prejudices, the schisms of the Church, personal shortcomings 
and unexpected hindrances. But she was undaunted and never gave up 
on her purpose as a true missionary of her times. Clarinda died in c. 
1806. Clorinda's life was the basis for a novel written by A. Madhaviah in 
1915, translated as ‘Clarinda: A Historical Novel’.  
 
Sources: Wikipedia, www.onewaytheonlyway.com, Converting Women: Gender 
and Protestant Christianity in Colonial South India - Eliza F. Kent, OUP, 1966. 
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I GAVE MY LIFE FOR THEE 
 

Twenty-two-year-old Frances Havergal was 
travelling in Europe with friends, in Dusseldorf, 
Germany. She visited an art gallery. She soon 
became exhausted and sat down in front of a 
painting by Sternberg.  It was a painting of Christ 

on the cross, and under it were the words “This have I done for thee; 
what has thou done for Me?” 
 
Tears came to her eyes as she thought about these words. Then the 
lines of this hymn came to her and she wrote them down with a pencil on 
a scrap of paper. When she got to England, she read the poem and 
thought the poetry was bad. So she tossed the lines into a stove.  
 
Though the paper was scorched, it didn’t get all the way into the stove. 
Instead, it floated away from the flames and onto the floor, where her 
father found it later. He liked the poem and encouraged her to write a few 
more verses for it. It was the first hymn she wrote, but not the last.  For 
the last 150 years, the Christian church has been singing her hymns. 
 
Thy Life was given for me, Thy Blood, O Lord, was shed 
That I might ransomed be, and quickened from the dead, 
Thy Life was given for me, what have I given for Thee? 
 
Long years were spent for me in weariness and woe, 
That through eternity Thy glory I might know; 
Long years were spent for me, have I spent one for Thee? 
 
Thy Father’s Home of light, Thy rainbow-circled Throne, 
Were left for earthly night, for wanderings sad and lone; 
Yea, all was left for me, have I left aught for Thee? 
 
Thou, Lord, hast borne for me more than my tongue can tell 
Of bitterest agony, to rescue me from hell; 
Thou sufferedst all for me, what have I borne for Thee? 
 
And Thou has brought to me down from Thy Home above 
Salvation full and free, Thy pardon and Thy love, 
Great gifts Thou broughtest me, what have I brought to Thee? 
 
O let my life by given, my years for Thee be spent; 
World-fetters all be riven, and joy with suffering blent; 
Thou gavest Thyself for me, I give myself to Thee. 
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DIETRICH BONHOEFFER –  
A MODERN MARTYR 

 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer was a German pastor and 
theologian known for his staunch and bold 
opposition to the Nazi regime during World War II. 
 
Early life and education 
Born into an aristocratic family, Bonhoeffer’s mother was the daughter of 
the preacher at the court of Kaiser Wilhelm II, and his father was a 
prominent neurologist and professor of psychiatry at the University of 
Berlin. 
 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer and his seven siblings were raised in a liberal, 
nominally religious environment and were encouraged to dabble in great 
literature and the fine arts. Bonhoeffer's skill at the piano, in fact, led 
some in his family to believe he was headed for a career in music. When 
at age 14, Dietrich announced he intended to become a minister and 
theologian, the family was not pleased. 
 
Bonhoeffer graduated from the University of Berlin in 1927, at age 21, 
and then spent some months in Spain as an assistant pastor to a 
German congregation. Then it was back to Germany to write a 
dissertation for a university appointment. He then spent a year in 
America, at New York's Union Theological Seminary, before returning to 
the post of lecturer at the University of Berlin. 
 
Trouble in Germany 
During these years, Hitler rose in power, becoming chancellor of 
Germany in January 1933, and the president a year and a half later. 
Hitler's anti-Semitic rhetoric and actions intensified—as did his 
opposition, which included the likes of theologian Karl Barth, pastor 
Martin Niemoller, and the young Bonhoeffer. Together with other pastors 
and theologians, they organized the Confessing Church, which 
announced publicly in its Barmen Declaration (1934) its allegiance first to 
Jesus Christ: "We repudiate the false teaching that the church can and 
must recognize yet other happenings and powers, personalities and 
truths as divine revelation alongside this one Word of God. … " 
 
In the meantime, Bonhoeffer had written ‘The Cost of Discipleship’ 
(1937), a call to more faithful and radical obedience to Christ and a 
severe rebuke of comfortable Christianity: "Cheap grace is preaching 
forgiveness without requiring repentance, baptism without church 
discipline, Communion without confession. … Cheap grace is grace 
without discipleship, grace without the cross, grace without Jesus Christ, 
living and incarnate." 
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Martyred for Truth 
During this time, Bonhoeffer was teaching pastors in an underground 
seminary, Finkenwalde (the government had banned him from teaching 
openly). But after the seminary was discovered and closed, the 
Confessing Church became increasingly reluctant to speak out against 
Hitler, and Bonhoeffer changed his strategy. So far he had been a 
pacifist and tried to oppose the Nazis through religious action and moral 
persuasion. 
 
Now he signed up with the German secret service (to serve as a double 
agent—while traveling to church conferences over Europe, he was 
supposed to be collecting information about the places he visited, but he 
was, instead, trying to help Jews escape Nazi oppression). Bonhoeffer 
also became a part of a plot to overthrow Hitler. 
 
Bonhoeffer had gone to America to become a guest lecturer, but he 
couldn't shake off a feeling of responsibility for his country. Within 
months of his arrival, he wrote to theologian Reinhold Niebuhr, "I have 
made a mistake in coming to America. I must live through this difficult 
period in our national history with the Christian people of Germany. I will 
have no right to participate in the reconstruction of Christian life in 
Germany after the war if I do not share the trials of this time with my 
people." 
 
Bonhoeffer, though privy to various plots on Hitler's life, was never at the 
centre of the plans. Eventually his resistance efforts (mainly his role in 
rescuing Jews) was discovered. On an April afternoon in 1943, two men 
arrived in a black Mercedes, put Bonhoeffer in the car, and drove him to 
Tegel prison. 
 
Radical reflections 
Bonhoeffer spent two years in prison, corresponding with family and 
friends, pastoring fellow prisoners, and reflecting on the meaning of 
"Jesus Christ for today."  
 
Eventually, Bonhoeffer was transferred from Tegel to Buchenwald and 
then to the extermination camp at Flossenbürg. On April 9, 1945, one 
month before Germany surrendered, he was hanged with six other 
resisters. 
 
A decade later, a camp doctor who witnessed Bonhoeffer's hanging 
described the scene: "The prisoners … were taken from their cells, and 
the verdicts of court-martial read out to them. Through the half-open door 
in one room of the huts, I saw Pastor Bonhoeffer, before taking off his 
prison garb, kneeling on the floor praying fervently to his God. I was most 
deeply moved by the way this lovable man prayed, so devout and so 
certain that God heard his prayer. At the place of execution, he again 
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said a prayer and then climbed the steps to the gallows, brave and 
composed. His death ensued in a few seconds. In the almost 50 years 
that I have worked as a doctor, I have hardly ever seen a man die so 
entirely submissive to the will of God." 
 
Bonhoeffer's prison correspondence was eventually edited and published 
as Letters and Papers from Prison. His books ‘Cost of Discipleship’, as 
well as ‘Life Together’, have remained devotional classics. 
 

Courtesy: www.christianitytoday.com 

 
 

Quotes by Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
 
“Silence in the face of evil is itself evil: 

God will not hold us guiltless. Not to speak is to speak. Not to act is to 
act.” 
 
“The Church is the Church only when it exists for others . . . not 
dominating, but helping and serving. It must tell men of every calling 
what it means to live for Christ, to exist for others.” 
 
“Christianity preaches the infinite worth of that which is seemingly 
worthless and the infinite worthlessness of that which is seemingly so 
valued.” 
 
 "May we be enabled to say 'No' to sin and 'Yes' to the sinner.” 
 
 “Judging others makes us blind, whereas love is illuminating. By judging 
others we blind ourselves to our own evil and to the grace which others 
are just as entitled to as we are.” 
 
“Seek God, not happiness - this is the fundamental rule of all meditation. 
If you seek God alone, you will gain happiness: that is its promise.” 
 
 “We pray for the big things and forget to give thanks for the ordinary, 
small (and yet really not small) gifts. How can God entrust great things to 
one who will not thankfully receive from Him the little things?" 
  
“The blessedness of waiting is lost on those who cannot wait, and the 
fulfillment of promise is never theirs. They want quick answers to the 
deepest questions of life and miss the value of those times of anxious 
waiting, seeking with patient uncertainties until the answers come. They 
lose the moment when the answers are revealed in dazzling clarity.” 
  
“One act of obedience is worth a hundred sermons.” 
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 BIBLE QUIZ FOR ALL 

 
All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness. - II Timothy 3:16 
 
God honours and promises to bless all those who respect, love and 
meditate on His precious Word. It is the most valuable possession we 
own because it is our Father's love letter to us. Everything else will pass 
away, 'but the Word of God stands forever'. - Isaiah 40:8. 
 
The quiz is open to participants of all ages.  
Answers should be given by the 27th of the month.  Late entries will not 
be considered.  
Answers should be mailed to sheebs@hotmail.com or given to Mrs. 
Sheeba Roshan in person. 
Names of participants with score will be mentioned in the next issue.  
Winners will be awarded at the end of the year. 
 
QUIZ 3 
 
Portion: Genesis 26 – 50 
 
Find any 20 names that appear in the portion: Across / Down / 
Backwards / Diagonal. Also provide the reference for these names:  
 

mailto:sheebs@hotmail.com
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Answers to Quiz 2: 
 

1. Nimrod (Gen 10:8) 
2. Keturah (Gen 25:1) 
3. Melchizedek (Gen 14:18) 
4. Abimelech (Gen 20:2) 
5. Methuselah (Gen 5:21) 
6. Mahalalel (Gen 5:12) 
7. Japheth (Gen 6:10) 
8. Milkah (Gen 11:29) 
9. Ham (Gen 6:10) 
10. Rebekah (Gen 24:15) 
11. Hagar (Gen 16:1) 
12. Aram ( Gen 10:22) 
13. Arphaxad ( Gen 10:22) 
14. Enosh (Gen 4:26) 
15. Arioch (Gen 14:1) 
16. Adbeel (Gen 25:13) 
17. Meshek (Gen 10:2) 
18. Esau (Gen 25:25) 
19. Kemuel (Gen 22:21) 
20. Laban (Gen 24:29) 

 

Points tally after Quiz 2: 
  

  
     Feb 2022  Aggregate 

1 Daniel Inbaraj  10 20 

2 Deepa Ranjan 10 20 

3 Dorothy Evangeline Joshua  10 20 

4 Esther Jayanthi Surya  10 20 

5 Felicia William 10 20 

6 Hannah Cheryl Daniel 10 20 

7 Jadon Titus Muller 10 20 

8 Jason Travis Daniel  10 20 

9 Jeremy Roopsingh 

 

10 20 

10 Joann Ignatius 10 20 

11 Johnsson Jaden Dhyriam 10 20 

12 Jonathan Ethan Dhyriam 10 20 

13 Jonathan Roopsingh 10 20 

14 Joshua Emmanuel 10 20 
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15 Keturah Manoharan 10 20 

16 Kezia Regan  10 20 

17 Latha Chittaranjan 10 20 

18 Mahilini Santhosh 10 20 

19 Natalia Regan  10 20 

20 Nirmala Naveendhar 10 20 

21 Ranjini Inbaraj 10 20 

22 Rohan Abraham Stanley  10 20 

23 Santosh Dhyriam 10 20 

24 Shekinah Dhyriam 10 20 

25 Shilpa Malhotra 10 20 

26 Shreya Dhyriam 10 20 

27 Tasha Grace  10 20 

28 Zoey Emmanuel 10 20 
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Why EānMé? 

‘EānMé’ – literally meaning “unless” in Greek – has its roots in St. 
Thomas the Apostle’s words of doubt. It is based on his famous words to 
the Risen Lord in St. John 20:25: “…Unless I see in His hands the print 
of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and put my hand 
into His side, I will not believe.” 

‘Unless’ or ‘except’ in the King James Version is translated from the 
Greek word ‘EānMé’ εανμε (eh-an’ may) meaning: before, but, except, 
not or unless.  

 
We welcome your original contributions to the 
EānMé in the form of articles (word limit: 840), 
poems, Protestant church pictures for the cover, or 
information relevant to the season. Please send 
your entries by hard/soft copy to reach the STEC 
church office stthomasenglishchur@bsnl.in or 
stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com by the 20th of 
every month. 

You can read the current issue of EānMé online at 
http://www.santhomeenglishchurch.org/. A few earlier issues have been 
archived on `CSI St. Thomas English Church’ facebook page. 

Sunday bulletin temporarily suspended due to pandemic.  
 
We are on Social Media! 
‘Like’ our Church page on Facebook to stay updated 
https://www.facebook.com/StThomasEnglishChurch 
 
Join our Church group on Facebook to connect with 
each other and share / view pictures of church events 
https://www.facebook.com/CSI St. Thomas English Church, Santhome 
 
‘Follow’ @CSI_STEC on Twitter 
 
`Follow’ @csi_stec on Instagram 
 

Travelling on work or vacation?  
Don’t forget to click a picture! 
If you happen to visit or see a beautiful, historic Protestant 
church that you think should be on our EānMé cover, please 
click a hi-res picture and e-mail it, along with a short note 
about the Church, to stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com 

https://www.facebook.com/StThomasEnglishChurch
https://www.facebook.com/
mailto:stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com
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If you would like to join, participate in or use your time and effort for the 
Ministries, Fellowships and activities of the Church, please get in touch 
with the following people: 
 
Sunday School – Grace Rathnam  
Blossoms for Christ (Tamil Sunday School) – Sheeba Roshan 
Adult Fellowship – Ajit Stanley Moses 
Choir – Anila Manoharan 
Women’s Fellowship – Vasanthi Premkumar  
Men’s Fellowship – Milton Sigamoney 
Rapha (Hospital Ministry) – Zibia Thiraviaraj  
Church Library – Shailaja Henry  
Eco (Garden) – Premalatha Samuel 
Evangelism – Nirmala Stephen  
EānMé, Website Content, Facebook, Twitter & Instagram moderation – 
Fabiola Jacob 
Multimedia Production – Aroop Samuel 
Weekly Bulletin (Pew Sheets) – Kavita Edward 
Education Ministry (School) – Gemina Martin 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Kamala Jeyaseelan slept in the Lord on 12 Feb 2022 
 
Patricia wed George Pandian on 21 Feb 2022 
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 FELLOWSHIP PROGRAMMES 
 

Sunday School  : 

English: Sunday – 8:00 am (during service) 

Tamil: Sunday – 4:30 pm (currently suspended 

due to pandemic) 

Women’s Fellowship : Saturday - 4:30 pm online 

Men’s Fellowship : Thursday - 6:30 pm online 

Adults’ Fellowship  : Saturday – 6:30 pm online 

Hospital visit  : 
II Sunday - 10:15 am (currently suspended due 

to pandemic) 

   

   

 

 

 

PASTORATE  

COMMITTEE 

MEMBERS 

 

Mr. Bright Joseph D. 

Mr. Ranjan Selvakumar C. 

Mr. Roshan Soundarapandian 

Mr. Santhakumar S. 

Mr. Wesley Isaac P. 

Mrs. Saroja Bai Godwin 

Mrs. Shilpa Nisha Malhotra 

   

  

 

 

The Rt. Rev. Dr. J. George Stephen 
Bishop in Madras 

 

Rev. J. Paul Sudhakar 
Chairman and Presbyter-in-charge 

 
Mr. Milton Sigamoney 
Mr. Ajit Stanley Moses 

Lay Readers 

             Dr. S. Rabinder Boaz 
             Secretary 

Mrs. Gemina Martin 
Treasurer 
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WORSHIP SERVICES – PLAN FOR MARCH 2022 

Date and 
Time 

Day Services and 
Preacher 

Theme Stewards for Bible Reading 
and Offertory 

6.3.2022 
7:30 am 

 
 
 

6:00 pm 
 
 

The First 
Sunday of Lent 

 

 
Sung Eucharist 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul 
Sudhakar 
 
Evensong 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul 
Sudhakar 

 
 

Being with 
outcasts and 
marginalized 

 

Esther 4:1-17 
Psalm 43 
Acts 15:12-21 
St. Mark 1:40-45 
 
Mr. & Mrs. S. Deva Anand 

9.3.2022 
7:00 pm  

 
 

Mid-week 
Lenten devotion 

 
Evensong 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul 
Sudhakar 

Temple of David 
and Solomon 

 

13.3.2022 
7:00 am 

 
 
 

8:00 am 
 
 
 
 

6:00 pm 
 
 

The Second 
Sunday of Lent 

 
Holy Eucharist 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul 
Sudhakar 
 
Matins 
Sermon: Rev. 
Rajkumar John 
Wesley 
 
Holy Eucharist 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul 
Sudhakar 

 
Release from 

the  
burden of sin 

II Samuel 12:1-14 
Psalm 32 
Acts 8:9-25 
St. Mark 2:1-12 
 
Dr. & Dr. Mrs. Vijit Koshy 
Cherian 
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16.3.2022 
7:00 pm 

Mid-week 
Lenten devotion 

 
Evensong 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul 
Sudhakar 

Temple of 
Zerubbabel, 
Haggai, Ezra 

and Nehemiah 

 

20.3.2022 
7:30 am 

 
 
 

6:00 pm 
 
 
 

The Third 
Sunday of Lent 

 

 
Sung Eucharist 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul 
Sudhakar 
 
Evensong 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul 
Sudhakar 
 

 
Acknowledging 

faith beyond 
boundaries 

Isaiah 44:28 - 45: 8 
Psalm 125 
Acts 10:24-33 
St. Matthew 15:21-28 
 
Rev. & Mrs. J. Paul Sudhakar  
 

23.3.2022 
7:00 pm 

Mid-week 
Lenten devotion 

 
Evensong 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul 
Sudhakar 

Temple of 
Herod and 

Jesus 

 

27.3.2022 
7:30 am 

 
 
 

6:00 pm 
 
 
 
 

The Fourth 
Sunday of Lent 

 
Sung Eucharist 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul 
Sudhakar 
 
Evensong 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul 
Sudhakar 

 
Transforming 
oppressive 
structure 

Nahum 1: 1-15 
Psalm 113 
Acts 4: 32 - 37 
St. Luke 13:10 -17 
 
Mr. & Mrs. P. Wilson Rajesh 
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30.3.2022 
7:00 pm 

Mid-week 
Lenten devotion 

 
Evensong 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul 
Sudhakar 

Temple in Acts 
and the Epistles 

 

1.4.2022 
6:30 am 

First day of the 
month 

 
Sung Eucharist 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul 
Sudhakar 
 

God listens Psalm 102  


