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Dearly beloved, 
 
Greetings in the name of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ! 
 
The pandemic scenario that all of us go through is 
changing and challenging as well. What is important 
for us as a community is that, we have to cope with 
all the operating procedures, the lockdowns, the 

closing of the churches and worship places. The number restriction for 
gatherings etc., has now become part of us, and we are very much used 
to the online worship services, fellowship and prayer meetings. 
  
The experience of coming together to worship and to fellowship is the 
one that all of us look forward to. Our church gathering being small in 
number does desire the fellowship very much. The attendance in our 
worship services has to necessarily go up. The effort that is put in by 
various people for every church service has been great. It is important for 
all of us to be conscious and mindful of the contribution which people 
make in terms of time, talent and treasure. What would be really fitting is 
to attend the regular worship service as much as possible. This has been 
the experience of the first century Christians. For we read in the book of 
Hebrews, ‘not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of 
doing’ Hebrews 10:2 
 
The Lord has been good to us by enabling us to take care of our church 
building. We started to attend to the leak in the roof, but it revealed much 
more damage which forced us to take up multiple work. Thanks be to 
God, today we have almost a new church in place. At this juncture, I take 
this opportunity to remind all our church members to generously 
contribute towards this great work. As the Pastor of this church, I do 
thank all those who have already contributed.  
 
February is the month when we all think of two important aspects. The 
budget, and the income tax we need to pay. The second is our 
preparation for Lent. Also, as the students approach the end of this term 
and prepare for their exams, we all have the responsibility to pray for our 
students and teachers.  
 
Finally, as I close this letter, let me wish and pray that all of you would 
have good health and strength, and may our Lord bless us spiritually as 
a community. 
 
Yours in His joyful service,  

Rev. J. Paul Sudhakar 

Presbyter-in-charge and Chairman 
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Quotes by William Temple: 

“When I pray, coincidences happen, and 
when I don't, they don't”. 

“The only thing of our very own which we contribute to our salvation is 
the sin which makes it necessary”. 

“Contentment with the divine will is the best remedy we can apply to 
misfortunes”. 
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SONG OF SIMEON 

When Rembrandt, the famous painter died suddenly 
at the age of 63, it is said that he had left an 
unfinished painting of Simeon holding the baby 
Jesus, on his easel. If you google the picture, you 

will find that though Simeon appears to be nearly blind, he has the most 
beatific expression of contentment on his face. One can almost imagine 
him on the verge of breaking into song: “Lord, now lettest thou thy 
servant depart in peace, according to thy word: For mine eyes have seen 
thy salvation,” – lines that are familiar to us as the Nunc Dimittis we sing 
in Church. It is believed that one of Rembrandt’s assistants later added 
Mary in the background, to complete the picture. 

‘Candlemas’ or ‘The Presentation of Christ in the Temple’ which falls on 
2 February is an important feast day in the Christian calendar, which 
commemorates this event, when both Simeon and Anna, faithful 
servants of God, were blessed with meeting the infant Jesus (Luke 2:25 
– 38). 
 
Led by the spirit of God 
When Mary and Joseph brought Jesus to the temple on the 40th day, as 
prescribed in Leviticus, they did not go in search of Simeon and Anna. 
But rather, it is the spirit of God that led them to the baby. Simeon’s song 
of joy – the Nunc Dimittis – is a canticle that reveals the very purpose 
and fulfilment of Christ’s coming, as “a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 
and for glory to your people Israel” (Luke 2:32) – and the painful vocation 
of Mary (V.35). 
 
Watchful waiting 
Though a prophetess, life must have been hard for Anna (Luke 2:36-37). 
Widowed early and possibly childless, she may have felt purposeless 
and destitute. But her focus was on God and serving Him. She was 
yearning for the Messiah but kept herself busy—praying, fasting, and 
teaching others all that she had learned. 
 
Revelation for all 
It also helps to remember that Simeon and Anna were ordinary folks like 
us. Simeon was neither a high priest nor a teacher of the law. Luke calls 
him ‘righteous and devout’ (Luke 2:25), and ‘the Holy Spirit was upon 
him’. But both Simeon and Anna were in the right place at the right time.  
Finally, the day arrived when—in old age—Simeon and Anna saw the 
infant Messiah in his young mother’s arms. All their patient waiting was 
worthwhile. Their heart sang with joy as they praised God.  

Fabiola Jacob 
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STEC 180 LOGO 

We will be celebrating the 180th anniversary of our Church this year – 
and a milestone of this magnitude is surely significant. And to mark this 
occasion, Aroop Samuel has designed a new logo on the theme ‘Beacon 
of hope, on the Chennai coast’, which you can find on the EanMe cover. 
It is based on Matthew 5:16 – “…let your light shine before others, so 
that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is 
in heaven.” 

Fabiola Jacob 
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Gracing our cover this month is the oil on canvas 
painting ‘Christ in the House of His Parents’ (‘The 
Carpenter’s Shop’) by Sir John Everett Millais, dated 
1849–50.  
 
About the painting: 
‘Christ in the House of His Parents’ depicts a scene from 

the boyhood of Christ – in meticulous detail, true to nature.  
 
Rich in Christian symbolism, ‘Christ in the House of His Parents’ allows 
viewers to infer the spiritual undertones at their own pace. The 
carpenter's triangle on the wall, above Christ's head, symbolises the Holy 
Trinity. The wood and nails prefigure the crucifixion, as does the blood 
on the young Christ's hand, which he has cut on a nail, dripping onto his 
foot. The young St John is shown fetching a bowl of water to clean the 
wound. This identifies him as the Baptist, and the image is extended by 
the white dove perched on the ladder, symbol of the Holy Spirit, that 
descended from Heaven at the baptism of Christ. As Jesus' grandmother 
Anne removes the nail with a pair of pincers, his concerned mother Mary 
offers her cheek for a kiss. Joseph examines Jesus' wounded hand. An 
assistant of Joseph, who represents Jesus' future Apostles, observes 
these events.  
 
In the background of the painting, various objects are used to further 
symbolize the theological significance of the subject. A ladder, referring 
to Jacob's Ladder, leans against the back wall, and outside the door are 
a flock of sheep, signifying the ‘Good Shepherd’.  
 
When first exhibited at the Royal Academy in 1850, the painting did not 
have a title, but was instead accompanied by the Bible verse:  
“And one shall say unto him, What are these wounds in thine hands? 
Then he shall answer, Those with which I was wounded in the house of 
my friends.” (Zech. 13:6)  
 
Because of its stark reality, the painting attracted negative reviews – 
notably from Charles Dickens – while others critics like John Ruskin 
supported it. Queen Victoria asked for the painting to be taken to 
Buckingham Palace so that she could view it in private. It catapulted the 
previously obscure Pre-Raphaelite brotherhood of John Everett Millais, 
William Holman Hunt and Dante Gabriel Rossetti to fame. The painting's 
use of symbolic realism led to a wider movement in which the choice of 
composition and theme was combined with detailed observation. ‘Christ 
in the House of His Parents’ is now displayed in Tate Britain, London. 
 

Source: The Internet 
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Please Note: 
As the pandemic has restricted travel, we will be alternating between a 
famous painting and a photograph of a Church for the EanMe cover, 
throughout this year. Please continue to keep sending pictures of 
Churches you visit whenever you can. Suggestions and feedback are 
welcome. 
  

 
 
 
Subscribe to our Church YouTube channel 
‘St. Thomas English Church, Santhome’ 
to participate in the livestreamed worship services. 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/c/StThomasEnglishChurchSanthome
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FAITH AS SMALL AS A MUSTARD SEED  
 
Many of us have seen mustard seeds, 
Jesus said, ‘one’s faith as small as a mustard seed’ 
can work wonders indeed’; 
Some do not have faith as small as this seed, 
Some have lost their faith due to greed. 
 
How to find the faith as small as the mustard seed? 
The faith comes from God in Heaven for those who seek and are in 
need; 
Jesus is the only God who is the ‘Faith Giver’, 
One must ask Jesus to give faith to chase the devil when in fear you 
shiver. 
 
One may with Jesus eat, walk and talk a lot, 
But when trouble comes, their faith is lost; 
Mary and Martha lost their faith when Jesus on time did not come home, 
Unbelief must be first removed, like Martha’s, for miracles to perform. 
 
Keep in touch with God in your time of distress,  
Never put your trust in humans who will be a mistrust; 
Praises to God will make your faith to grow, 
It must grow as big as a palmyra seed which storm cannot blow. 
 
Try to grow your faith as high as a palmyra tree, 
Tall and sturdy for others to see;s 
It can withstand all kinds of storm, 
No part of it will break to mar its form. 

 
Prema Jayasundar 

 

 
 

Quotes by William Temple: 
 
“The first ingredient in conversation is 
truth, the next good sense, the third 
good humor, and the fourth wit.” 
 
“The source of humility is the habit of realizing the presence of God.” 
 
“The Church is the only society that exists for the benefit of those who 
are not its members”. 
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WRITE TO US! 

Do you have a comment on the articles, a fresh 

new idea or feedback about the EanMe that 

you would like to share with other readers? Mail 

it to stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com with 

‘EanMe MailBox’ in the subject. The best letters 

will be published in the next issue of the 

EanMe.  

EanMe Mailbox 

LOOKING BACK AT 2021 

Dear Editor, 
 
Despite the raging pandemic, by God’s grace, 2021 has been an 
enriching year for me. Many many interesting events happened – let me 
briefly narrate just three. 
 
In January, the Delhi-based Aleph Books published ‘Mahe & Mano’ by 
me, which is selling well. Many of my friends told me that they were 
greatly moved and highly inspired by my book. 
 
In mid-2021, the dynamic Post Master General of southern Tamil Nadu 
and his colleagues at Madurai, to my utter surprise, came out with a very 
small number of stamps with my face on it! (Printed here on the inner 
cover). They also produced beautifully designed packets bearing 25 
picture postcards with my ink drawings of Madurai, and a short note on 
the drawing at the back. They made, I think, 1500 packets and I was told 
they all got sold at Rs. 250 each, within three months. 
 
‘Madras Inked – Impressions of an artist and an architect’ by Sujatha 
Shankar and myself, was launched by C P Ramaswami Publications late 
last year, and received excellent reviews. The wonderful aspect of 
‘Madras Inked’ is that the profits would be divided equally between three 
endowments, one for the publisher’s, the next one for the architect’s and 
the third one for Mahema Devadoss endowments. Within two months, 
each endowment received Rs. 1.74 lakhs. I felt extremely honoured with 
humility that at 85, this blind man is still able to help the visually 
challenged poor, and that too in the name of my late beloved wife Mahe. 
 
I had already written to you about the colourful events relating to my 
receiving the Padma Shri Award, and you had published a picture and 
note in the December 2021 EanMe. 

Mano 
(Padma Shri Manohar Devadoss) 



13 

 

CHRISTMAS ‘SCRIPT A SKIT’ CONTEST 
 

The winner is Zibiah Thiraviaraj! Congratulations! And a special thanks 
to Ventriloquist Shanthakumar for judging the entries.  
Here’s the winning script: 
 

Away in a Manger 
 
David is an evangelist from Chennai, who was sent as a missionary to a 
remote village in Punjab. Christmas is around the corner but David is 
dejected because almost a year has passed since his arrival, but he 
could not lead even a single villager into God's truth.  
 
Scene 1 
(David’s mobile phone rings. A Pastor from David’s Church is on the 
line.) 
Pastor: Hello David, Praise the Lord. How are you? How is your 
missionary work progressing? Have there been any open doors for you? 
David: Pastor, it is very challenging over here. I was warned twice by the 
local leaders for preaching the Gospel. I was even summoned to the 
police station and threatened by the police for showing the “Jesus” film in 
the surrounding villages. There is not even a single believer in this 
village. I am worried that I have to celebrate Christmas alone this 
year……no fellowship, no believers and no sharing of joy. 
Pastor: Don’t worry David. We as a church are praying for you and your 
ministry. You are God's chosen instrument and He will certainly give a 
great harvest. All you need to do is persist in prayer and have faith in 
God's plan. 
David: Thank you, Pastor. 
 
Scene 2 
A week later...... 
(Bajinder Singh is a local resident of the village, and he knocks on the 
door of David's house. David opens the door) 
Bajinder: Bhai Saheb, can you come to my house? 
David: Sure. But, what’s the matter? 
Bajinder: Bhai Saheb, I owned ten buffaloes. They are my only assets. I 
have five children. I make a living by selling the milk. But, for the past 
three years, one or two of my buffaloes have been dying every year and 
now I have only 5 left. As I am talking with you, my most treasured 
buffalo ‘Sona’ is lying very sick. She neither ate nor slept for the past 3 
weeks. She could not even get up on her feet and stand. You said you 
know a God who heals the sick, right? Can you come and chant a prayer 
for her? I have tried all the medicines, but Sona didn’t recover. 
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(Though David felt apprehensive about praying for a buffalo, he cast all 
his discomfort on the Almighty God and went to Bajinder's house to pray. 
Bajinder took him to the cattle shed where Sona was lying ill.) 
Bajinder : Please come Bhai Saheb. See, this is Sona. She does not 
wake up or take any food. I will be at a huge loss if she dies. My family 
members are very gloomy as well.  
David: Don’t worry Bajinder. Believe in the Lord, and His only Son Jesus 
Christ. He is a miracle worker. I’ll pray for her healing. (All the members 
of the family stood around the shed as he prayed.) 
David: “Father God, In the name of Yeshu Masih, let this animal be 
healed. Thank You for helping this family put their trust in You. Amen” 
Bajinder: Thank you, Bhai. 
David: God will do a miracle. Just have faith and keep trusting Him. 
(David advises them to pray to the living God and leaves.) 
 
Scene 3 
Early morning of next day........ 
(Bajinder comes running out of the cattle shed, Shouting....) 
Bajinder: Sona is standing! Sona is standing! 
(Everyone in Bajinder’ s house is puzzled and amazed. They come 
running to the shed and see Sona standing, after nearly a month. 
Bajinder : See her. She is eating. She is healed! She is healed! 
Bajinder’s Wife: Yes indeed! Only after the man of God prayed to Yeshu 
Masih yesterday, she has been healed. 
Bajinder : We should thank Yeshu Masih for this miracle. 
(The family is very happy. That very day, the entire family of Bajinder 
Singh start believing in Yeshu Masih, the living God.) 
 
Scene 4 
(In the evening, David visits Bajinder. He gets a happy reception from the 
family.) 
Bajinder : Come, Bhai Saheb, your God has done a great thing. Because 
of your prayer yesterday, Sona is healed. Look how she is standing and 
eating the food. 
(David sees Sona, standing and munching the straw. He also notices 
that all the buffalos in the shed including Sona, have a cross tied around 
their neck.) 
David: I thank God that He did a miracle and filled your house with joy. 
By the way, where did you buy these crosses? 
Bajinder: I bought them in the marketplace. I know it is the symbol of 
Yeshu Masih. I remember seeing this cross in the “Jesus” movie, that 
you played for us. So, I bought them and tied them around their neck. 
See, my children and wife are also wearing the cross.  
(David was surprised at their faith in the only true living God, and 
thanked him.) 
David: Do you know that Yeshu Masih was born in a manger, like this?  
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Bajinder’s elder son: Is it so, uncle? I am very excited. I want to know 
more about Him.  
David:  In a couple of days, we will celebrate the birthday of Jesus. We 
call it ‘Christmas’. 
Bajinder’s daughter: Papa, can we also celebrate the birthday of Jesus?  
Bajinder: Oh! Sure. Yeshu Masih has been born in our hearts too. Bhai 
Saheb, please celebrate the birthday of Jesus with our family this year. 
David: Thank you for the love. I was worried that I would be alone with 
nobody to share the joy of Christmas. Now God has given me this 
beautiful family to share the joy, love and peace that Christmas brings.  
 
                                                     *********** 
Where the gospel is preached to the unreached, there, Jesus is born. 
 
Except for the references to Christmas in Scene 1 and 4, this is a real 
story, narrated two years ago by the missionary himself in a prayer 
meeting held at CSI School for the Deaf, San Thome. David in this story 
is actually an evangelist from Avadi, Chennai. And to this day, there 
stands a street named after him, in Avadi. 

Zibiah Thiraviaraj 
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CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION AT SENKUNDRAM 
 

“Christmas is most truly Christmas when we celebrate it by giving the 
light of love to those who need it most”. – Ruth Carter Stapleton 
 
The STEC Family decided to share the joy of Christmas with brothers 
and sisters of the Senkundram village on 29 December 2021. Led by 
Rev. Paul Sudhakar our pastor, a small group of 20 members reached 
the village a little before noon. A very warm welcome was extended by 
the Presbyter in charge of the Senkundram village congregation and the 
committee members. 
 
After a brief introduction and a Christmas carol, our Pastor amma Mrs. 
Susanna Sudhakar shared the gospel through the Christmas message. It 
was followed by two lively dances by the youngsters of the village church 
and two elderly members shared their testimony too. Mrs. Annamary 
Frederick also narrated her testimony to strengthen the faith of the 
converts. 
 
Subsequently, Christmas gifts were distributed to those who had 
gathered, along with a packet of biryani. The trip ended with a 
sumptuous lunch that was prepared and served by the members 
themselves. 
 
 By God’s grace, it was a very meaningful celebration as Christmas is all 
about the spirit of giving. It brings great happiness as we see the joy in 
people. Every gift, even though it be small, is, in reality as great, as it is 
given with true love and affection. 
 
Therefore, it was indeed a memorable experience and a beautiful 
expression of a meaningful Christmas. Pictures taken on that day are 
featured on the inner cover. 

Ranjini Inbaraj 

 

A merry heart is good medicine! 

 "How dare a thief come to your home though you 
have a ferocious dog?  By the by, what did he steal?" 
"He stole the ferocious dog!" 

 

 A hacker got into my bank account and left me a note, "Please 
save more money, as this was a complete waste of my time!" 

 

 Definition of laziness: It is the art of taking rest before getting 
tired! 

Ventriloquist Shanthakumar 
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GOD CHASTENS US TO REWARD! 
 

God is love and then, why does He allow suffering in our lives?  They are 
not in fact sufferings but He chastens us for our good (Heb 12:6).  We 
must endure hardship as God treats and disciplines us as His children 
(Heb. 12:7).  Romans 12:12 says, we must be joyful in hope, patient in 
affliction and faithful in prayer. 
 
The Lord gives justice for the entire oppressed (Psalm 103:6).  Though 
you may stumble, He will uphold you with His hand (Psalm 37:24).  The 
Lord explained in Exodus 3:7 & 8, how He rescued Israelites from the 
clutches of Egyptians. 
 
Above all, I believe, we are blessed in proportion to our sufferings. The 
Bible says, “Sufferings bring us glory, justice, crown of life and above all, 
kingdom of heaven.”  Hence, St. Paul was glad to undergo suffering. We 
find from the Bible that Joseph, David and Daniel suffered but were 
ultimately highly rewarded.   
 
Joseph was thrown into a pit by his own 
brothers due to jealousy and hatred.   But 
Judah suggested selling him as a slave to 
Ishmaelites.  Soon he was sold to Potiphar in 
Egypt and Potiphar put him in charge of his 
house.  Potiphar’s wife accused him falsely and 
he was imprisoned.  
 
In jail, Joseph revealed the meaning of the dream of the chief cupbearer.  
When the King wanted to know the meaning of his dream desperately, 
the chief cupbearer remembered Joseph.  Joseph was brought out and 
he could reveal the meaning of the King’s dream and so, was promoted 
next to the King. 
 
I too suffered for 2 years almost at the end of my banking career in 
Puducherry under an executive nicknamed ‘Hitler’.  He used to abuse 
many staff including me by scolding in the presence of others.  I went to 
the beach to pray daily from 9 pm, for 30 minutes.  I believed in God’s 
reward.  I prayed specifically for my puppet shows abroad and visualized 
as if my shows were a success. 
 
I endured the pain but God blessed me, offering 12 shows in Dubai, 
Kuwait and Seychelles in the next 12 months.  Had there been no such 
tribulation, I would have not prayed so fervently. 
“The problems produce for us a glory that vastly outweighs them and will 
last forever!”—2 Cor. 4:17  

Ventriloquist Shanthakumar 
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`HIDE THEM IN YOUR HEART' - A SCRIPTURE CHALLENGE! 
 
Can you memorize Psalm 12 before 27 February 2022? 
 
If this offer appeals to you, please approach 
Roshan Soundarapandian (Mobile No: 98403 
88365) - a surprise awaits you! 
The winners will be announced in next month's 
EanMe!  
Of course, prizes would follow! 
Anyone can rise to the opportunity - no age limit 
– all the best!  
 
Why the Scripture Challenge? 
There is no other single discipline in Christian life that is more rewarding 
than memorizing Scripture. Our prayer life will be strengthened. Our 
witnessing will be sharper and effective. Our attitude and perspective will 
begin to change. Our mind will become alert, observant and confident, 
enhancing our faith in ourselves and in God. 
 
We need to hide God's Word in our hearts so that we don't sin against 
Him. Carrying Scripture in our hands and also in our hearts is a way to 
cherish God's Word, creating an amazing opportunity to meditate on the 
truth and hastening the process of transforming us into Christ-likeness. 
When we fill our minds with the Word of God, we build a barrier between 
us and the enemy. The more verses you memorize, the barricade 

becomes higher and stronger. 
 
The Word of God brings us wisdom, strength and 
hope. It gives assurance, solace, power and 
authority. Above all we will enjoy peace of mind. So 
come, let's indulge in this overwhelming experience! 

 
Winners:  

Name 
 
 

Jan 2022 Aggregate 

Psalm 16 

Felicia William  1 

Iris Manoharan  1 

Jemima 
Thilagan 

 1 

Jeremy 
Roopsingh 

 1 

Johnsson Jaden 
Dhyriam 

 1 
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Jonathan Ethan 
Dhyriam 

 1 

Jonathan 
Roopsingh 

 1 

Joshua 
Emmanuel 

 1 

Keturah 
Manoharan 

 1 

Manya Lily 
Malhotra 

 1 

Rachel 
Thiraviaraj 

 1 

Ranjini Inbaraj  1 

Rohan Abraham 
Stanley 

 1 

Santhosh 
Dhyriam 

 1 

Shekinah 
Dhyriam 

 1 

Shreya Dhyriam  1 

Zoey Emmanuel  1 
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GEMS FROM THE BIBLE 
 

Put them in your heart-bank – 
memorize and use them! 
 

 He heals the broken-hearted – 
Psalm 147:3 

 And Jesus went… healing every disease and every affliction – 
Matthew 4:23 

 Heal me, O LORD, and I shall be healed – Jeremiah 17:14 

 “For I am the LORD, your healer.” – Exodus 15: 26 

 And with His wounds we are healed – Isaiah 53:5 
 

Shobana Soundarapandian 
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REV. JOHN THOMAS TUCKER  
OF PANNAIVILAI 

 
Pannaivilai is a tiny Christian hamlet in Tuticorin 
district of Tamil Nadu, that true to its name is 
covered with palmyra trees. Rev. John Thomas 

Tucker (1818-66) was the missionary who worked here. 
 
John Tucker was born on 8 April 1818 in England. He was a native of 
Shaftesbury and his ancestry could be traced through royal lines up to 
the time of Elizabeth I. In other words, he had distinguished ancestors.  
 
He educated himself at Cambridge and showed signs of becoming a 
promising doctor. His family and friends never thought that he would ever 
become a missionary, as his interest in medicine was intense. But in his 
heart of hearts, he had a missionary zeal even from his early age and it 
increased as he experienced God’s love. He was at the C.M. College, 
Islington, 1889-41; was ordained deacon in 1841, and priest in 1842, by 
the Bishop of London. He particularly wanted to evangelise.  
 
Missionary to India 
In 1842, the long-expected opportunity presented itself to Tucker and he 
was ready to become a missionary for the Church Missionary Society 
and left for India. As Pettitt his biographer puts it, “he was a shrewd 
practical man and a devout Christian.” 
 
As soon as John Tucker landed in South India, he was assigned work in 
Tirunelveli Mission, and the village of Pannaivilai was his allotted station. 
Pannaivilai was founded by Rhenius but at the time when Tucker took 
charge of it, the village was not fully Christianised. He took the Rev. John 
Thomas, of Megnanapuram as his role model and worked as he worked. 
His centre, however, was the obscure village of Pannaivilai.   
 
In 1845, two years after his arrival, Tucker wrote that “there are no non-
Christian in Pannaivilai” and that “everyone who lived within the hearing 
of this church bell was either a Christian or had as much knowledge of 
the Scriptures as a Christian.” As a result of his continuous labour, 
Pannaivilai rose to the height of prosperity as a mission station and it 
attained great importance under his fostering care.  
 
A legacy to remember 
Besides publishing a collection of Tamil hymns, John Tucker also 
published many of his writings in Tamil in 1847. He laid the foundation 
stone at Megnanapuram for a large schoolroom intended for educating 
girls which later became the Elliot Tuxford Girls High School. 
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He purchased amidst great opposition and difficulty a Brahmin village 
called Pirankulam, a neighbouring village of Pannaivilai and erected a 
thatched bungalow for his future residence and a schoolroom and a 
prayer house. 
 
John Tucker worked for more than twenty years in Pannaivilai. During 
that time, he baptized more than 3000 converts and built sixty simple 
churches. He drew up plans for village churches, besides the large Holy 
Trinity Church at Pannaivilai where 1,200 people could worship. 
 
He was a “man of sound common sense and business habits” and he 
was able to keep the mission together when danger threatened its 
existence, just after Rhenius’ great schism. He reorganized it efficiently 
to avoid future disturbances and troubles from arising in the mission. 
Because of him, the mission stood firm and solid long after his time. 
 
John Tucker laboured for about twenty years from 1843 to 1861 during 
which period Pannaivilai grew under his care and the beautiful church 
commanded a fine view of the adjacent tank and green fields.  
 
John Tucker went on furlough to his home country where he was called 
to his eternal rest in 1866, in his 48th year.  
 
A memoir of his life and work ‘Sowing and reaping. The life of the Rev. J 
T Tucker, missionary of the Church Missionary Society in Tinnevelly’ 
written by the Rev. George Pettitt throws light on his phenomenal 
mission in South India.  

Source: The Internet 
 

 
 
 
Quotes by William Temple: 
 
“Humility does not mean thinking 
less of yourself than of other 
people, nor does it mean having a 
low opinion of your own gifts. It means freedom from thinking about 
yourself at all” 
 
“Worship is the submission of all of our nature to God. It is the 
quickening of the conscience by his holiness; the nourishment of mind 
with his truth; the purifying of imagination by his beauty; the opening of 
the heart to his love; the surrender of will to his purpose--all this gathered 
up in adoration, the most selfless emotion of which our nature is 
capable.” 
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THERE SHALL BE SHOWERS OF BLESSING 
 

As a teenager, Daniel Webster Whittle (1840 – 1901) 
was a cashier at the Wells Fargo Bank in Chicago, but 
when the Civil War erupted, he enlisted and soon 
became a soldier in General Grant’s Union Army. Just 
before he left, his mother put a New Testament in his 
kit, where it stayed unread. In 1863 during the siege of 

Vicksburg, in which nearly twenty thousand soldiers lost their lives, 
young Whittle was wounded and taken prisoner by Confederate troops. 
His right arm had to be amputated. In the hospital, he finally discovered 
the New Testament in his kit and began to read it. 
 
One day, an orderly came and told Whittle that a man was dying in the 
next room, and needed someone to pray with him. Whittle protested. 
Just because he was reading his Bible didn’t mean he was a Christian, 
and he didn’t know how to pray. But because of the urgency of the 
situation, Whittle went to talk with him. When the man said, “Pray for me, 
and ask God to forgive me,” Whittle asked God to forgive his fellow 
soldier and then prayed for forgiveness for himself as well. Whittle got up 
from his knees and discovered that the soldier had died while he was 
praying. As for himself, Whittle had entered into new life; he had become 
a new creation. His mother’s prayers had been answered. 
 
Whittle wrote many popular Gospel songs later in his life, including, 
“There shall be showers of blessing”. This Gospel song is derived from 
Ezekiel 34:26 in which God promises showers of blessing upon the land. 
 
There shall be showers of blessing, 
This is the promise of love; 
There shall be seasons refreshing, 
Sent from the Saviour above. 
 
Showers of blessing, showers of blessing we need, 
Mercy-drops round us are falling, but for the showers we plead. 
 
There shall be showers of blessing, 
Precious reviving again; 
Over the hills and the valleys, 
Sound of abundance of rain. 
 
There shall be showers of blessing, 
Send them upon us, O Lord; 
Grant to us now a refreshing, 
Come and now honour Thy Word, 
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There shall be showers of blessing, 
O that today they might fall; 
Now as to God we’re confessing, 
Now as on Jesus we call. 
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ARCHBISHOP WILLIAM TEMPLE  

(1881 – 1944) 
 

William Temple, the 98th Archbishop of 
Canterbury, was born in 1881, the second son 

of Frederick Temple (also a former Archbishop of Canterbury 1897 - 
1902). At the age of two, he had the first attack of gout that would be with 
him throughout life.  
 
The young William’s eyesight was bad, and a cataract, present from 
infancy, left him completely blind in the right eye when he was 40. 
However, he was an avid reader, with a near-photographic memory, and 
once he had read a book, it was his. He was a passionate lover of the 
music of Bach. In literature, his special enthusiasms were poetry 
(Browning and Shelley), drama (the Greeks and Shakespeare), and a 
few novels, especially The Brothers Karamazov. He believed that 
theological ideas were often explored most effectively by writers who 
were not explicitly writing theology. 
 
Scholar and moderator 
William Temple was at Oxford (Balliol) from 1900 to 1904, and was 
president of the Oxford Union (the debating society of the University). 
Here he developed a remarkable ability to sum up an issue, expressing 
the pros and cons so clearly and fairly that the original opponents often 
ended up agreeing with each other. This ability served him in good stead 
later when he moderated conferences on theological and social issues. 
He thought that beliefs and ideas reach their full maturity through their 
response to opposing ideas.  
 
In 1908 he became president of the Workers' Educational Association 
(founded by Frederick Denison Maurice), and in 1918 joined the British 
Labour Party, and worked actively for the implementation of its platform. 
He also became vigorously involved in movements for Christian co-
operation and unity, in missions, in the British Council of Churches, in the 
World Council of Churches, in the Church of South India (a merger of 
Anglican, Congregationalist, Methodist, and Presbyterian churches into a 
single church, with provisions for safeguarding what each group thought 
essential).  
 
In 1916 William Temple married Frances Anson, and the night before the 
wedding he stayed up late to finish writing his first major theological 
treatise, Mens Creatrix (the Creative Mind). Eight years later he 
published a companion volume, expanding and clarifying the ideas of the 
first, called Christus Veritas (Christ the Truth). In 1921 he was made 
Bishop of Manchester, a heavily industrial city. In 1926 Britain 
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experienced what was known as the General Strike, in which most 
workmen in all trades and industries went on strike, not against their 
particular employers, but against the social and economic policies of the 
country as a whole. In Manchester, this meant primarily a coal stoppage. 
Temple worked extensively to mediate between the parties and helped to 
bring about a settlement that both sides regarded as basically fair. 
 
Teacher and preacher 
William Temple excelled, it would seem, not as a scholar, but as a 
moderator, and above all as a teacher and preacher. In 1931, at the end 
of the Oxford Mission (what is known in many Protestant circles as a 
Revival Meeting), he led a congregation in the University Church, St 
Mary the Virgin, in the singing of the hymn, "When I Survey the 
Wondrous Cross." Just before the last stanza, he stopped them and 
asked them to read the words to themselves. "Now," he said, if you mean 
them with all your heart, sing them as loud as you can. If you don't mean 
them at all, keep silent. If you mean them even a little and want to mean 
them more, sing them very softly." The organ played, and two thousand 
voices whispered: 
 
Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
That were an offering far too small; 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my soul, my life, my all. 
 

For many who participated, it was a never-forgotten experience. 
 
Archbishop at wartime 
Temple became Archbishop of Canterbury in 1942, when a German 
invasion seemed likely. He worked for the relief of Jewish refugees from 
Naziism, and publicly supported a negotiated peace, as opposed to the 
unconditional surrender that the Allied leaders were demanding. 
 
His gout worsened. His last public appearance was at a clergy retreat (a 
time spent in a secluded place, with silence, prayer, meditation, reading, 
and listening to sermons), where he was taken by ambulance and spoke 
standing on his one good foot. He died of a heart attack on 26 October 
1944. 

Courtesy: justus.anglican.org 

 
 
 
Don't miss this vintage video of Archbishop William Temple preaching at 
the Canterbury Cathedral in 1944: https://bit.ly/3HBPzMH  

https://bit.ly/3HBPzMH
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BIBLE QUIZ FOR ALL 
 
All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness. - II Timothy 3:16 
 
God honours and promises to bless all those who respect, love and 
meditate on His precious Word. It is the most valuable possession we 
own because it is our Father's love letter to us. Everything else will pass 
away, 'but the Word of God stands forever'. - Isaiah 40:8. 
 
The quiz is open to participants of all ages.  
Answers should be given by the 27th of the month.  Late entries will not 
be considered.  
Answers should be mailed to sheebs@hotmail.com or given to Mrs. 
Sheeba Roshan in person. 
Names of participants with score will be mentioned in the next issue.  
Winners will be awarded at the end of the year. 
 
QUIZ 2 
 
Portion: Genesis 1 – 25  
Find any 20 names that appear in the portion: Across / Down / 
Backwards / Diagonal. Also provide the reference for these names:  

mailto:sheebs@hotmail.com
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Answers to Quiz 1: 

1. A woman who was pregnant (Rev 12:1,2) 
2. Earthquake (Rev 6:12, 11:19, 16:18) 
3. Patmos (Rev 1:9) 
4. To the church in Sardis (Rev 3:4) 
5. The seven lampstands are the 7 churches. (Rev 1:20) 
6. Red, its rider was given power to take peace from the earth and to 
make people kill each other. (Rev 6:4) 
7. Jesus said He would spit them out of his mouth. (Rev 3:16) 
8. Those who read, hear it and take to heart what is written in this book 
are blessed. (Rev 1:3) 
9. The number 7 
10. Antipas (Rev 2:13) 
 
Points tally after Quiz 1: 

  
  

     Jan 2022  Aggregate 

1 Daniel Inbaraj  10 10 

2 Dorothy Evangeline Joshua  10 10 

3 Felicia William 10 10 

4 Hannah Cheryl Daniel 10 10 

5 Jadon Titus Muller 10 10 

6 Jason Travis Daniel  10 10 

7 Jeremy Roopsingh 

 

10 10 

8 Johnsson Jaden Dhyriam 10 10 

9 Jonathan Ethan Dhyriam 10 10 

10 Jonathan Roopsingh 10 10 

11 Joshua Emmanuel 10 10 

12 Keturah Manoharan 10 10 

13 Kezia Regan  10 10 

14 Latha Chittaranjan 10 10 

15 Natalia Regan  10 10 

16 Nirmala Naveendhar 10 10 

17 Ranjini Inbaraj 10 10 

18 Rohan Abraham Stanley  10 10 

19 Santosh Dhyriam 10 10 

20 Shekinah Dhyriam 10 10 
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21 Shilpa Malhotra 10 10 

22 Shreya Dhyriam 10 10 

23 Tasha Grace  10 10 

24 Zoey Emmanuel 10 10 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Quotes by William Temple: 
 
“No one who is not a Christian in spirit can 
perform the Christian act; and the Sermon on 
the Mount is not a code of rules to be mechanically followed; it is the 
description of the life which any man will spontaneously lead when once 
the Spirit of Christ has taken complete possession of his heart.” 
 
“Little things are little things; but faithfulness in little things is a very great 
thing.”
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CANDLEMAS – PRESENTATION OF CHRIST IN THE TEMPLE  
 
Candlemas is celebrated on 2 Feb, forty days 
after Christmas, in the Anglican calendar. It 
officially signals the end of the Christmas 
season. 
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Why EānMé? 

‘EānMé’ – literally meaning “unless” in Greek – has its roots in St. 
Thomas the Apostle’s words of doubt. It is based on his famous words to 
the Risen Lord in St. John 20:25: “…Unless I see in His hands the print 
of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and put my hand 
into His side, I will not believe.” 

‘Unless’ or ‘except’ in the King James Version is translated from the 
Greek word ‘EānMé’ εανμε (eh-an’ may) meaning: before, but, except, 
not or unless.  

 
We welcome your original contributions to the 
EānMé in the form of articles (word limit: 840), 
poems, Protestant church pictures for the cover, or 
information relevant to the season. Please send 
your entries by hard/soft copy to reach the STEC 
church office stthomasenglishchur@bsnl.in or 
stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com by the 20th of 
every month. 

You can read the current issue of EānMé online at 
http://www.santhomeenglishchurch.org/. A few earlier issues have been 
archived on `CSI St. Thomas English Church’ facebook page. 

Sunday bulletin temporarily suspended due to pandemic.  
 
We are on Social Media! 
‘Like’ our Church page on Facebook to stay updated 
https://www.facebook.com/StThomasEnglishChurch 
 
Join our Church group on Facebook to connect with 
each other and share / view pictures of church events 
https://www.facebook.com/CSI St. Thomas English Church, Santhome 
 
‘Follow’ @CSI_STEC on Twitter 
 
`Follow’ @csi_stec on Instagram 
 

Travelling on work or vacation?  
Don’t forget to click a picture! 
If you happen to visit or see a beautiful, historic Protestant 
church that you think should be on our EānMé cover, please 
click a hi-res picture and e-mail it, along with a short note 
about the Church, to stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com 

https://www.facebook.com/StThomasEnglishChurch
https://www.facebook.com/
mailto:stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com
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If you would like to join, participate in or use your time and effort for the 
Ministries, Fellowships and activities of the Church, please get in touch 
with the following people: 
 
Sunday School – Grace Rathnam  
Blossoms for Christ (Tamil Sunday School) – Sheeba Roshan 
Adult Fellowship – Ajit Stanley Moses 
Choir – Anila Manoharan 
Women’s Fellowship – Vasanthi Premkumar  
Men’s Fellowship – Milton Sigamoney 
Rapha (Hospital Ministry) – Zibia Thiraviaraj  
Church Library – Shailaja Henry  
Eco (Garden) – Premalatha Samuel 
Evangelism – Nirmala Stephen  
EānMé, Website Content, Facebook, Twitter & Instagram moderation – 
Fabiola Jacob 
Multimedia Production – Aroop Samuel 
Weekly Bulletin (Pew Sheets) – Kavita Edward 
Education Ministry (School) – Gemina Martin 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Mrs. Ramani Ruth Ponraj slept in the Lord on 20 Jan 
2022 
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 FELLOWSHIP PROGRAMMES 
 

Sunday School  : 

English: Sunday – 4:30 pm online 

Tamil: Sunday – 4:30 pm (currently suspended 

due to pandemic) 

Women’s Fellowship : Saturday - 4:30 pm online 

Men’s Fellowship : Thursday - 6:30 pm online 

Adults’ Fellowship  : Saturday – 6:30 pm online 

Hospital visit  : 
II Sunday - 10:15 am (currently suspended due 

to pandemic) 

   

   

 

 

 

PASTORATE  

COMMITTEE 

MEMBERS 

 

Mr. Bright Joseph D. 

Mr. Ranjan Selvakumar C. 

Mr. Roshan Soundarapandian 

Mr. Santhakumar S. 

Mr. Wesley Isaac P. 

Mrs. Saroja Bai Godwin 

Mrs. Shilpa Nisha Malhotra 

   

  

 

 

The Rt. Rev. Dr. J. George Stephen 
Bishop in Madras 

 

Rev. J. Paul Sudhakar 
Chairman and Presbyter-in-charge 

 
Mr. Milton Sigamoney 
Mr. Ajit Stanley Moses 

Lay Readers 

             Dr. S. Rabinder Boaz 
             Secretary 

Mrs. Gemina Martin 
Treasurer 
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WORSHIP SERVICES – PLAN FOR FEBRUARY 2022 

Date and 
Time 

Day Services and Preacher Theme Stewards for Bible Reading 
and Offertory 

6.2.2022 
7:30 am 

 
 
 

The Week 
before 

Septuagesima 

 

 
Sung Eucharist 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul 
Sudhakar 
 
 

 
Christ the 

pattern for life 

Exodus  20:1-17 
Psalm 72:11-20 
Hebrews 3:1-14 
St. Luke 10:25-37 
 
Mr. & Dr. Mrs. Wesley Isaac  

13.2.2022 
7:30 am 

 
 
 
 

Septuagesima 

Healing 
Ministry 
Sunday 

 
Matins 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul 
Sudhakar 

 
Healing in 
sickness  

Exodus 4:10-17 
Psalm 103:1-10 
II Cor. 12:1-10 
John 9:1-7 
 
Dr. & Mrs. D.J.E. Ravi Thilagan 

20.2.2022 
7:30 am 

 
 
 

 

Sexagesima 

 

 
Sung Eucharist 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul 
Sudhakar 
 
 

 
The corruption  

of creation 

Isaiah 5:1-13 
Psalm 8 
Galatians 1: 5-10 
St. Luke 10:13-16 
 
Dr. & Dr. Mrs. J. Isaac Jebaraj 
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27.2.2022 
7:30 am 

 
 
 
 

Quinquagesima   
Sung Eucharist 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul 
Sudhakar 
 
 

 
 

Lent: a time of 
redemption 

 

Isaiah.58: 1-14 
Psalm 6 
Romans.2:1-13 
St. John 5:1-9 
 
Dr. & Dr. Mrs. John Nesan 
Dhyriam  

1.3.2022 
6:30 am 

First day of the 
month 

 
Sung Eucharist 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul 
Sudhakar 
 

 
Made strong 

 

 
Psalm 92  

2.3.2022 
7:00 pm 

 

Ash 
Wednesday  

 
Sung Eucharist 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul 
Sudhakar 
 
 

 
Cross: a call to 

vicarious 
suffering 

I Kings 17: 12-24 
Psalm 102 
Philippians 2: 1-11 
St. Mark 8: 31-38 


