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Dearly beloved, 

Greetings in the name of our crucified and risen Lord! 

It is God’s immeasurable grace that has helped us to 
complete this year 2021. This year has truly been an 
experience of trials. We are a generation that has 
experienced the Covid pandemic. India as a country has 
braved this situation well, particularly with a large 

demographic density when compared to the rest of the world. We as Christians 
could see this as God’s grace and providence, and not just the resilience of our 
citizens. 
 
The St. Thomas English Church has had the privilege of enjoying God’s 

grace in all our church activities, programs, worship services. We had a 

change of guard of our Pastorate Committee. For all that the Lord has 

done for us, we are glad and thankful.  

The second major work as a church is, we have taken up the restoration 

of our church building, which is close to its bicentenary. The building has 

truly aged and has various issues which have to be attended to. This, as 

I see it, is our bounden duty. This of course would cost us dearly, and I 

pray that the Lord would open our hearts to contribute to this great work 

of keeping the Lord’s sanctuary intact.  

Our church has not had many new members. Though many do have 

their names enlisted, they either stay away or are abroad. It is my heart’s 

desire to have the church filled up with people. I would like to make this 

appeal to all of you to encourage one another to come and worship in 

our church regularly.  

As we begin this New Year, I wish all the members of our church a 

happy and blessed 2022, where we would receive all the benediction 

from our Lord for this world and the world to come.  

Let us remind ourselves of the advice that the apostle Paul declares to 

the church at Thessalonica. We are encouraged to be thankful to the 

Lord as he writes, “Give thanks unto the Lord in all circumstances, for 

this is the will of God concerning you” I Thess 5:18. 

God bless you and your family.  

Yours in His joyful service,  

Rev. J. Paul Sudhakar 

Presbyter-in-charge and Chairman 
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LEARNING TO LISTEN 
 

The harp is an elegant stringed musical instrument, 
known for its imposing presence. But did you know 
that its soothing, dream-like notes can easily be 

drowned in an orchestra? This is why they were not really used in 
orchestral music until the 19th century when the louder concert harps 
were introduced. But the music of the harp is nevertheless unique. 
 
‘It came upon the midnight clear’ – one of my favourite carols – has this 
beautiful line about “angels bending near the earth to touch their harps of 
gold”. In I Samuel 16:23, we read about David, the skilled harpist, 
calming a mentally ill Saul with the music. But in Revelations 14, the 
harp-like “music” is like the "sound of rushing waters and like a loud peal 
of thunder” – signifying judgement. No doubt then, the harp is a heavenly 
instrument that carries a unique message every time it is mentioned in 
the scripture – but it also requires a discerning ear. 
 
God speaks only to those who listen 
Like the music of the harp, God demands a listening ear. He 
communicated to a wayward and distracted people through the prophet 
Isaiah, “Give ear and come to me; listen, that you may live. I will make an 
everlasting covenant with you” (Isaiah 55:3). God promises His faithful 
love to all who will seek Him and turn to Him for forgiveness. 
 
I recently read this story of how just minutes before the Titanic sank, the 
radio operator of another ship had tried to relay a message to the Titanic, 
about an ice field they had encountered on the Atlantic Ocean. But Jack 
Philips, the radio operator on the Titanic was too busy relaying 
passengers’ messages and rudely told Cyril Evans, the radio operator 
from the other ship to be quiet. The Titanic struck an iceberg just ten 
minutes after Evans had reluctantly turned off his radio and gone to bed. 
 
Listening matters - especially listening to God. 
Even the Prophet Samuel had to learn to listen to God’s voice as a little 
boy. Eli taught him to respond, “Speak, Lord, for Your servant hears” (I 
Samuel 3: 9&10), while his own sons wouldn’t. 
 
As this wonderful Tanzanian hymn prompts us to do, may this new year 
be one in which we learn to listen to God’s still small voice, speaking to 
us through His Word: 
Listen, listen, God is calling 
through the Word inviting, 
offering forgiveness, 
comfort and joy. 

Fabiola Jacob 
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Gracing our cover this month is the charming Holy 
Trinity Church, Huddersfield, West Yorkshire, UK, 
photographed by Adelene Mercy Natalia. 
 
About the Church:  
The early 1800s saw Huddersfield growing rapidly due 
to the Industrial Revolution. Church attendance was also 

on the rise and so Holy Trinity was built as a chapel of ease to the Parish 
Church by Benjamin Haigh Allen. 
 
Allen was a county magistrate and the first chairman of the Huddersfield 
Banking Company. He was a man of great faith, strongly affected by the 
evangelic revival. Although he was very wealthy, he used his money 
philanthropically to provide for the poor. Allen was empowered by 
Parliament to have the church built. It cost him a personal sum of 12,000 
pounds and its construction took 3 years. The Church was designed by 
Thomas Taylor of Leeds and built by Joseph Kaye, a local builder. The 
church was consecrated on 8 October 1819. Henry Maddock, a close 
friend of Allen became the church’s first minister. 
 
The church could accommodate 1500 people with galleries on three 
sides and a triple-decker pulpit. Sunday school for boys was held in the 
vestry and for girls in the stables. In 1800, the church interior was 
remodelled and the first stained glass was installed. The Parish hall, built 
in 1913, was the centre for local community activities. The sanctuary was 
refurbished in1920 with new panelling, carved reredos and matching 
communion furniture. The walls in the chancel were painted with patterns 
and scripture. Outside, the lych-gate was built and the clock installed in 
the tower. The church was once nationally recognized for its choir and 
has a first-rate organ, still serving today, blending both contemporary and 
traditional music. 
 
The congregation believes that the church is the community and not the 
building. They extend their love to the community, especially to the 
students of the University of Huddersfield. When I reached here in early 
September, I received a warm welcome and the Vicar Simon brought me 
a large hamper with goodies and essentials as I had to quarantine 
initially. Now I’m part of the Sunday school, the church band and the 
weekly Bible study. My brother Melvin and I enjoyed Christmas weekend 
in the happy home of one of the parishioners. Such is their love and 
hospitality. 

Adelene Mercy Natalia 
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Subscribe to our Church YouTube channel 
‘St. Thomas English Church, Santhome’ 
to participate in the livestreamed worship services. 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/c/StThomasEnglishChurchSanthome
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A KING WHO LOVED A MUD POT 
 
Before metal was discovered, mud pots were in 
use, 
They were made from fine clay that together can 
glue; 
All pebbles must be removed and the clay kneaded well, 
Then the clay is made into pots by the potter to sell. 
 
A potter’s life is very sad, 
After days of toil the pots may get a price that is good or bad; 
He has been a potter for generations, 
So he carries on making pots without any reservations. 
 
One day a King thought of making a mud pot, 
He had no previous experience but he gave it a shot; 
He shaped it according to his choice, 
He kept it and admired it as a ‘wonder prize’. 
 
He expected this ‘mud pot’ to speak, 
To his dismay, the pot could not even squeak; 
So to make the mud pot talk, he gave the pot his breath, 
The pot started taking and the King’s happiness found no depth. 
 
One day the ‘pot’ fell and broke, and the King’s heart too broke, 
He thought of patching up the pot that never spoke; 
To paste the pot together he used his own blood. 
King Jesus gave a second life ‘to this mud pot’, when His blood He shed. 
 
Do you want to be a ‘mud pot’ of Christ the King? 
Then you must always His praises sing; 
He will walk with you every day and always. 
He will give you life eternal after this world passes away. 

 
Prema Jayasundar 

 
 
 

WRITE TO US! 
Do you have a comment on the articles, a fresh 
new idea or feedback about the EanMe that 
you would like to share with other readers? Mail 
it to stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com with 
‘EanMe MailBox’ in the subject. The best letters 
will be published in the next issue of the 
EanMe.
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CAROL SERVICE, CAMP FIRE AND PARISH DINNER  
– A REPORT 

 
The STEC Carol Service and Parish Dinner is a much-awaited Christmas 
event for every STECian who has worshipped at STEC through 
generations spanning over five decades. This year, it was extra special 
in these pandemic times. On December 19 evening, we were all masked 
up and gathered in the multipurpose semi-permanent hall for the 
Christmas carol service. 
 
The choir sang mellifluous carols old and new, filling the air with the 
Christmas spirit and cheer. The choir leader Anila Manoharan introduced 
us to the carols which traced the birth of Jesus who came to this world 
bringing us Joy, Love, Hope and Peace, prompting us to share this with 
the world around us, so many may believe in Him.  The singing ended 
with the song - “Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me”.  
 
The girls in maroon with white polka dots dresses and cameo pink 
striped kurtis, the women in deep red coloured sarees, and the boys and 
men in black and white, added to the festive spirit.  
 
Our pastor based his message on John 1:10 -11 – He (God) was in the 
world, and the world was made through Him, yet the world did not know 
Him.  He came to His own, and His own people did not receive Him.  But 
to all who did receive Him, who believed in His name, He gave the right 
to become children of God, reminding us to recognise and receive the 
Babe of Bethlehem. 
 
Then we all sang the traditional carol - Silent Night - with bright red 
lighted candles.  
 
Tasha Grace introduced us to the carol “Let it be Christmas everywhere” 
sung by the choir with cowboy hats: 
 
Let it be Christmas everywhere 
Let heavenly music fill the air 
Let every heart sing, let every bell ring 
The story of hope and joy and peace 
             
And let it be Christmas everywhere 
Let heavenly music fill the air  
Let anger and fear and hate disappear 
Let there be love that lasts through the year 
And let it be Christmas - Christmas everywhere 
 
We thank the choir for the beautiful music! 
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Later, we gathered in a large circle around the campfire, which was lit by 
our pastor. The teens and the youth filled the air with more carols; Santa 
Claus made a visit with chocolates for the children and Christmas 
wishes. Priya Muller went around asking some of us our Christmas 
wishes and the best part of their Christmas celebrations! Following that, 
we played a game of charades based on the Christmas story and joined 
in an alphabet quiz with Christmas words. The night ended with a 
sumptuous dinner of Biryani hosted by STEC. It was Christmas 
everywhere! 
 

Katie Selvaraj 
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“I MAKE ALL THINGS NEW!  HAPPY NEW YEAR!” 
 

A boy asked his father, "Dad, if three 
frogs were sitting near a pool and one 
frog decided to jump into the pool, how 
many frogs would be left?" The dad 
replied, "Two." "No," the son replied. 
"The answer is three. The frog only 
decided to jump!”  
 
Does that sound like last year’s resolution? Great inspiration and 
awesome resolutions, but often times we only decide but take no action. 
 
Purpose:  You have to discover your purpose.  The Bible says, “If we 
live, we live to the Lord; and if we die, we die to the Lord.  So, whether 
we live or die, we belong to the Lord” (Romans 14:8).  If it is true that we 
belong to the Lord, then we have the obligation to live for the Lord. 
 
The Bible says, “So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all 
for the glory of God” (1 Cor. 10:31). The grand purpose of your life is to 
know God and have an on-going relationship with him that brings Him 
glory in the way you live your life.  The Bible says, “For we are God’s 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God 
prepared in advance for us to do!” (Ephesians 2:10).  
 
Your primary purpose here is not to be successful in career, etc.  The 
Bible says, “But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness and all 
these things will be given to you as well!” (Matthew 6:33) 
 
Priorities: The second thing you have to do is: You have to establish 
your priorities.  Begin by asking yourself, “What are my gifts?  What are 
the specific talents and interests that God has put into my life?  How can 
I use these to fulfil His purpose for me in this world?” 

Plan: The third thing is: You have to make your plan. You can 
understand your purpose and set your priorities but if you have no plan 
on how to make it happen, it will never happen.  
 
The New Year 2022 says: I am an unspoiled page in your book of time.  
I am your opportunity to practise what you have learned about life.  All 
that you sought and did not find is hidden in me, waiting for you to search 
it but with more determination.  All the good that you tried for and did not 
achieve is mine to grant when you have fewer conflicting desires.  

All that you dreamed but did not dare to do, all that you hoped but did not 
will, all the faith that you claimed but did not have — these slumber 
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lightly, waiting to be awakened by the touch of a strong purpose.  I am 
your opportunity to renew your allegiance to Him who said, "Behold, I 
make all things new." 

Ventriloquist Shanthakumar 
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STEC ANNUAL THANKSGIVING FESTIVAL 2021 – A REPORT 
 

O give thanks to the Lord, for He is good! 
 
In the Church of South India, the Annual Thanksgiving Festival or the 
Harvest Festival is usually celebrated in the month of September.  This 
year the STEC congregation had the privilege of celebrating the Annual 
Thanksgiving Festival (ATF), on the First Sunday of December. The 
festival was planned and organized according to the holy will of God, in a 
short span of time. 
 
The congregation, as always, was eager to celebrate the ATF with 
purpose. The members delightfully joined the Morning Holy Communion 
Worship Service, with a heart of thanksgiving and praise. The elders who 
missed the worship services, owing to the pandemic, were excited to join 
the worship. The congregation presented their offerings to God as a 
token of their gratitude. The worship service was live-streamed online 
through YouTube, for the benefit of our members who were not able to 
attend in person.  
 
After the service, the Festival Sale was declared open by a senior 
member of our parish, Mr. Nehru Dhyriam. As STEC had missed many of 
its usual gatherings due to the pandemic, it was a moment of excitement 
and joy for all of us, to meet together after a long time.  
 
Starting with breakfast, coffee, tea and snacks, it was overwhelming to 
see the Women’s Fellowship enthusiastically selling homemade cookies, 
chocolates, murukkus, adai, coconut sweets and many other snacks to 
the members, for the glory of God.  
 
There were stalls selling brownies, cakes and hot chocolates. Sujay’s 
Tidbits had popcorn, cotton candy, French fries, ice creams and so on, 
while Frost Point had a live counter of pizzas, pasta and tacos. The lucky 
dip stall attracted the kids. Jaswanth was updating over the mike, on the 
special items available. As the sale was progressing, it was seen that 
neither was there was much left unsold nor there was inadequacy. The 
congregation enjoyed the fellowship with their families and relatives. It 
was a time of joy and thanksgiving. 
 
After a satisfying time of food and shopping, we had an exciting Tambola 
Game organized by Sushil Venglet, and a Bible Quiz organized by 
Roopa Daniel and conducted skilfully by Sakeena and David, with the 
participation of 6 teams. 
 
At 1.00 pm, the delicious Biriyani packets were distributed. In spite of 
space restrictions, due to the renovation of the church, there was a 
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tremendous response from the congregation and sponsors. ATF 2021 
will be remembered by STEC as unique in its time. 
 
Thanks to all the members who supported the conduct of ATF 2021. 
 
As the Bible says, “By faith Abel brought God a better offering than Cain 
did. By faith he was commended as righteous, when God spoke well of 
his offerings. And by faith Abel still speaks.” Let this verse be applied to 
STEC too. 

Zibiah Thiraviaraj 

 
 
 
 
A MERRY HEART IS GOOD MEDICINE!  
 

 Many folks want to serve God but only as advisers. 

 It is easier to preach ten sermons than it is to live one. 

 The good Lord did not create anything without a purpose but 
mosquitoes come close. 

 People are so funny that they want the front of the bus, the 
middle of the road and the back of the church. 

 Opportunity may knock once but temptation bangs on your front 
door forever. 

 The phrase that is guaranteed to wake up an audience: "And in 
conclusion." 

 If the church wants a better pastor, it only needs to pray for the 
one it has. 

 Not only are the sins of the fathers visited upon the children but 
nowadays the sins of the children are visited upon the fathers. 

 God Himself does not propose to judge a man until he is dead. 
So why should you? 

 I do not know why some people change churches; what 
difference does it make which one you stay home from? 

 We were called to be witnesses, not lawyers or judges. 
 

Ventriloquist Shanthakumar 

 
 
 
PRAYER TIME: 
Do you have a prayer point that you would like to share with our Church 
prayer group? Please mail it to stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com or 
drop it in the box at the main door of our Church, so that it can be 
included in the prayer list.  
 

mailto:stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com
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A RARE HONOUR 
 

The Hon'ble President of India, Shri Ram Nath Kovind, awarded the 
President’s Standard to the 22nd Missile Vessel Squadron, also known as 
the Killers Squadron of the Indian Navy, at a ceremonial parade held at 
Naval Dockyard, Mumbai on 8 December 2021. The year marks fifty 
years since the inception of the ‘Killers’ who, over the past five decades, 
have maintained the high capability to deliver a credible offensive punch 
from the sea. They played a decisive role in the Indo-Pak War of 1971 
through Operations ‘Trident’ and ‘Python’.   

 
My father Commander S. S. Kumar who served in the Indian Navy for 
over 20 years before his retirement was a member of this elite missile 
vessel squadron “Killers”. He had trained in Vladivostok - Russia before 
serving on INS Vijayeta.  
 
The President’s Standard is the highest honour bestowed by the 
Supreme Commander to a military unit in recognition of service rendered 
to the nation.  
 
The 3 December 1971  
Pakistan launched an unprovoked attack on Indian airfields, and our 
country faced challenges from both West Pakistan and East Pakistan 
and was left with no choice but to respond with decisive force.  
 
The Prime Minister’s message to the country was clear - aggression 
must be met! For the Indian Navy, it was a coming of age, a baptism by 
fire, an opportunity to take the war to the enemy.  
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The task for the Indian Navy was clearly defined in a message from the 
chief of the Naval staff admiral Nanda. The commander on the western 
seaboard was directed to send a spirited unit into harm’s way to destroy 
enemy units and harbour installations. The units chosen for this task 
were the newly commissioned OSA class missile boats of the 22nd 
missile vessel squadron. Though designed for coastal defence, they 
packed a formidable punch if deployed with daring and emphasis on 
surprise and perfect timing. What followed became a glorious chapter in 
the history of the Indian navy.  
 
Due to their limited endurance, the missile boats were towed up to a 
point south of Karachi harbour from where they could proceed at full 
speed to carry out an attack and disperse thereafter. The crew of these 
missile boats had just returned after training in the erstwhile USSR and 
were fluent in the Russian language. All tactical communication during 
the mission was done to add to the deception, in case the enemy 
intercepted their messages.  
 
The ships headed North in an arrowhead formation, hugging the 
Saurashtra coast before breaking out. Their objective was to set the 
Karachi harbour ablaze.  
 
Through Operation Trident and Operation Python, the Indian Navy paved 
the path to victory and 4 December came to be celebrated as Navy Day. 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dr. Caroline Priya 
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`HIDE THEM IN YOUR HEART' - A SCRIPTURE CHALLENGE! 
 
Can you memorize Psalm 16 before 30 January 2022? 
 
If this offer appeals to you, please approach 
Roshan Soundarapandian (Mobile No: 98403 
88365) - a surprise awaits you! 
The winners will be announced in next month's 
EanMe!  
Of course, prizes would follow! 
Anyone can rise to the opportunity - no age limit 
– all the best!  
 
Why the Scripture Challenge? 
There is no other single discipline in Christian life that is more rewarding 
than memorizing Scripture. Our prayer life will be strengthened. Our 
witnessing will be sharper and effective. Our attitude and perspective will 
begin to change. Our mind will become alert, observant and confident, 
enhancing our faith in ourselves and in God. 
 
We need to hide God's Word in our hearts so that we don't sin against 
Him. Carrying Scripture in our hands and also in our hearts is a way to 
cherish God's Word, creating an amazing opportunity to meditate on the 
truth and hastening the process of transforming us into Christ-likeness. 
When we fill our minds with the Word of God, we build a barrier between 
us and the enemy. The more verses you memorize, the barricade 

becomes higher and stronger. 
 
The Word of God brings us wisdom, strength and 
hope. It gives assurance, solace, power and 
authority. Above all we will enjoy peace of mind. So 
come, let's indulge in this overwhelming experience! 

 
Winners:  

Name 
 
 

July 
2021 

Aug 
2021 

Sep 
2021 

Oct  
2021 

Nov 
2021 

Dec 
2021 

Aggre
gate 

Psalm 
119: 

145-152 

Psalm 
119: 
153-
160 

Psalm 
119: 

161-168 

Psalm 
119: 

169-176 

Matt 
6: 

5-15 

Psalm 
65 

Ezekiel David       9 

Felicia William       12 

Gino Jaden 
Paul 


     4 

Iris Manoharan       12 
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Jadon Titus 
Muller 


     11 

Jemima 
Thilagan 


     12 

Jeremy 
Roopsingh 


     8 

Johnsson Jaden 
Dhyriam 


     12 

Jonathan Ethan 
Dhyriam 

 
     12 

Jonathan 
Roopsingh 


     8 

Joshua 
Emmanuel 

 
     12 

Judah Stephen       2 

Keturah 
Manoharan 


     12 

Kezia Regan       5 

Latha 
Chittaranjan 


     2 

M. Hema       7 

Manya Lily 
Malhotra 


     12 

Natalia Regan       8 

Pamela Bridget        7 

Priya Muller       9 

Rachel 
Dhiraviaraj 


     12 

Ranjini Inbaraj       12 

Rohan Abraham 
Stanley 


     12 

Santhosh 
Dhyriam 


     12 

Shekinah 
Dhyriam 


     12 

Shreya Dhyriam       12 

Zoey Emmanuel       12 
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GEMS FROM THE BIBLE 
 

Put them in your heart-bank – 
memorize and use them! 

 For I know the plans I have for you 

– Jeremiah 29: 11 

 Be strong…all who wait for the LORD! – Psalm 31: 24 

 Great is Your faithfulness – Lamentations 3: 23 

 I will wait… my God will hear me. – Micah 7: 7 

 May He grant you your heart's desire… - Psalm 20:4 
 

Shobana Soundarapandian 
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PREM PRADHAN –  
THE APOSTLE TO NEPAL 

 
Born into a Hindu family, Pradhan served as a 
Gurkha warrior in the British Air Force during World 
War II, until a gun wound left him with a lifelong 

limp. After the war, he became the commander of a tank regiment in the 
Indian army. 
 
In 1951, he encountered an Indian street evangelist in Darjeeling and 
trusted Christ. At the evangelist’s recommendation, he read the New 
Testament six times, eventually becoming a full-time evangelist himself.  
 
Call to serve 
After his conversion, Prem used his military leave to accompany other 
Christians on preaching and witnessing trips into his native Nepal. Less 
than three years after he was converted, God called him to resign his 
post and serve Him full time. At first Prem objected like Moses of old: 
"Not me, Lord, I have a lame leg." 
 
"Isn't it strange of God," he later said, "that He called a cripple to preach 
the gospel in the Himalaya Mountains?" After resisting God's call for 
three months, Prem resigned his army position and went as an apostle to 
his native land. 
 
Prem baptized his converts openly, disdaining the concept of "secret" 
believers. "Jesus suffered for us openly," he said. "We should be willing 
to suffer for Him." The believers were soon arrested in 1962 and given a 
year's jail sentence for changing their religion; Prem was given a six-year 
sentence for baptizing them, i.e., causing them to change their religion. 
 
Prison Ministry 
At that time the Nepalese prisons were dungeons of death: no ventilation 
in summer; no heat in winter; no sanitation facilities; crawling with 
insects. Prisoners were given one cup of rice per day, and expected to 
cook it themselves over their own little fires. Without help from relatives, 
many died. 
 
Prem decided to hold an "inside-the-prison" Bible institute. With nothing 
to do, most of the prisoners gladly listened. By the end of the first year, 
many of the prisoners had accepted Christ as Lord. 
 
By the time Prem was released from prison, he had converted and 
discipled men from twelve tribes. When they got out, they went back as 
living witnesses to their people. The missionary work in Nepal was 
multiplying. Between 1960 and 1975 Prem spent ten out of fifteen years 
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in a total of fourteen different prisons. But he was determined that the 
churches in Nepal would never be an underground movement. 
 
There were no roads in the early days, so Prem often followed the rivers 
into the valleys to preach the gospel in mountainside villages. Hiking 
through the forests, he used to climb up into the trees to sleep eighteen 
feet above ground - above the jumping height of tigers. 
 
Educating the unreached 
Pradhan’s lasting legacy includes three Christian schools: for training 
young people. The first school he started was in Lazimpat, a section of 
Kathmandu. Prem built a three-story building, gathered a teaching staff, 
and started teaching up to 250 children.  
 
Without warning in 1972 police raided the school, killed one teacher and 
beat the others. Prem was imprisoned; the teachers fled; the children 
were scattered. Prem's sentence was for 20,000 days - fifty-four years. 
Bob Finley of Christian Aid learned about it and visited him in prison in 
1973. Later, Prem learned that he could be released if he paid a ransom 
of 20,000 rupees - a rupee per day, then the equivalent of $2,000. He 
relayed this information to Bob Finley, who shared it with a group of 
believers in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. They raised the amount. Two 
teenage girls smuggled the money into Nepal. It was brought to the 
prison, the ransom was paid, and Prem was finally released. 
 
In 1980 Prem began another school - this time on his farm in Sarlai 
District, a day's journey by bus from Kathmandu. By 1984, 1,000 pupils 
were enrolled in New Life School. Most walk miles from the surrounding 
areas. About 300 children are brought to Prem's farm from the mountains 
where there are no schools, and they stay in boys' and girls' hostels. The 
third is Glenhill School in Darjeeling, India.  
 
In 1986 the King of Nepal awarded Prem the Social service Medal of 
Honour for his humanitarian and educational work - maybe as an act of 
atonement for the 1972 persecution. That, perhaps, was symbolic of a 
gradual turnaround in Nepal's attitude toward Christians. Though it is still 
technically illegal to change one's religion or to proselytize, Christians in 
most areas now have constitutional freedom to worship. In response to a 
pro-democracy movement in 1990, all political and religious prisoners 
were released. But local persecution still prevails in Hindu villages. 
 
There are now many assemblies of believers scattered across the 
mountains of Nepal that trace their spiritual roots to this old soldier. Prem 
Pradhan died on November 15, 1998 and is buried at the entrance to 
New Life School, a silent witness to the Resurrection in this Hindu 
kingdom.  

Condensed from an article by John Lindner in Christian Mission  
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COME INTO HIS PRESENCE 
 

While vacationing in 1999 with his family in Sedona, 
Arizona, Lynn Baird (born 1952) decided to take a 
walk on one of the hiking trails that wind their way 
through the resort area. The verdant wilderness, the 
mountains, and the little streams put a song in his 
heart. Before long, he began singing a melody and 

then added some lyrics. He didn’t know where the song came from – 
God must have given it to him. He hoped he would be able to find his 
way back to civilization to write it down before he forgot the words and 
music.  
 
After he wrote it down, he wasn’t sure the song was anything special, so 
he filed it away. About a year later, he played it for a friend. The friend 
liked the song so much, that it was introduced to his church, and the 
congregation liked the song so much that they sang it almost every 
Sunday for six years. 
 
Lynn Baird thought that only the people in his home church in Glendale, 
Arizona, knew about the song, until he heard a praise and worship tape 
put out by Integrity Music. His song was on the tape, and before long, 
many people were singing `Come into His Presence’.  
 
This song is Lynn’s only published song, but it is found in almost every 
hymnal and children’s songbook published since 2000. Lynn continues to 
write songs for Abundant Life Community Church in Pasadena, 
California, where he now pastors. 
 
Come into His Presence with thanksgiving in your heart  
And give Him praise and give Him praise, 
Come into His Presence with thanksgiving in your heart, 
Your voices raise, your voices raise. 
Give glory and honour and power unto Him, 
Jesus, the Name above all names. 
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DESMOND TUTU –  
THE ACTIVIST ARCHBISHOP 

 
Retired Anglican Archbishop Desmond Mpilo 
Tutu, the man who became synonymous with 

South Africa’s nonviolent struggle against apartheid, died on 26 
December 2021 at the age of 90.  
 
A feisty spiritual leader of millions of Black and white South Africans 
Desmond Tutu seized every opportunity at home and abroad to rail 
against the racially oppressive regime that stifled his country for 
decades. His struggles earned him the Nobel Peace Prize and 
appointment to the leadership of a commission that sought to reveal the 
truth of apartheid’s atrocities. 
 
Nicknamed “the Arch,” the diminutive Tutu became a towering figure in 
his nation’s history, comparable to fellow Nobel laureate Nelson 
Mandela, a prisoner during white rule who became South Africa’s first 
Black president. Tutu and Mandela shared a commitment to building a 
better, more equal nation. 
 
Tutu said a disciplined prayer life helped him through apartheid and 
continued to sustain him decades later. “I could myself not have survived 
had I not been buttressed by my spiritual disciplines of prayer, quiet, and 
regular attendance at the Eucharist,” he told Religion News Service in 
2011. 
 
Tutu never set out to be a controversial figure or even a priest. 
 
Early Life 
As a child, Tutu was baptized a Methodist, but he later converted to 
Anglicanism with the rest of his family in Klerksdorp, South Africa, where 
he was born. The son of a schoolteacher, Tutu wanted to become a 
physician but with no money or scholarships available, he enrolled in a 
teacher-training program. 
 
His career as a teacher was short-lived. After resigning from his teaching 
post in protest of the government’s educational policies toward Blacks, 
Tutu turned to the priesthood and to the church. 
 
In 1975 Tutu was named the first Black Anglican dean of Johannesburg 
and in 1976 he was elected bishop of Lesotho, an independent African 
country encircled by South Africa. Two years later he became the first 
Black general secretary of the South African Council of Churches. Tutu 
used his post as general secretary as a platform to peacefully advance 
the anti-apartheid movement. 
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In 1984, the Anglican bishop was teaching in New York on sabbatical 
when he learned that he won that year’s Nobel Peace Prize for his 
nonviolent crusade against apartheid. His fellow Black South Africans 
bestowed a rapturous welcome on the laureate when he returned home 
and it was to them Tutu dedicated his prize. 
 
Just one month after winning the Nobel Prize, he was elected the first 
Black Anglican bishop of Johannesburg. There were expectations that 
Tutu’s episcopacy would squelch his passion and protest. That never 
happened. 
 
In 1996, a decade after he was elevated to Anglican Archbishop of Cape 
Town and primate of much of southern Africa, Tutu laid aside the staff of 
his episcopate, but he did not abandon the work that consumed much of 
his adult life—bringing freedom and healing to a racially fractured South 
Africa. 
 
Ministry of Forgiveness and Reconciliation 
Content with being “the priest,” even in the new South Africa, Tutu was 
determined to maintain what he called a “critical distance” from the 
government that being “the politician” wouldn’t allow. Said Tutu: “If it is 
evil, it is evil, and I’m going to tell you so.” 
 
Tutu was presented with top honours, including the Presidential Medal of 
Freedom in 2009 from then-President Barack Obama. When Tutu was 
honoured four years later with the Templeton Prize, regarded as the 
most significant award in the field of spirituality and religion, he credited 
the people of South Africa, as he had with his Nobel win.  
 
Tutu, who was lauded as the conscience of South Africa, lived a life of 
moral strength, vision, and hope that allowed him to serve his church and 
his people faithfully and at times with peace and humour even in the face 
of persecution. 
 
“I am always hopeful. A Christian is a prisoner of hope,” said Tutu in his 
1992 interview with Christianity Today. “What could have looked more 
hopeless than Good Friday? But then, at Easter, God says, ‘From this 
moment on, no situation is untransfigurable.’ There is no situation from 
which God cannot extract good. Evil, death, oppression, injustice—these 
can never again have the last word, despite all appearances to the 
contrary.” 
 
Throughout his life, he continued to preach about the need for 
reconciliation and forgiveness. 
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“Forgiving is a gift to the forgiver as well as to the perpetrator,” he told 
RNS in an interview in 2014, when he co-authored “The Book of 
Forgiving” with his daughter Mpho Tutu. “As the victim, you offer the gift 
of your forgiving to the perpetrator who may or may not appropriate the 
gift but it has been offered and thereby it liberates the victim.” 
 

Excerpted from the Obituary in ‘Christianity Today’ 
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BIBLE QUIZ FOR ALL 
 
All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness. - II Timothy 3:16 
 
God honours and promises to bless all those who respect, love and 
meditate on His precious Word. It is the most valuable possession we 
own because it is our Father's love letter to us. Everything else will pass 
away, 'but the Word of God stands forever'. - Isaiah 40:8. 
The quiz is open to participants of all ages.  
Answers should be given by the 27th of the month.  Late entries will not 
be considered.  
Answers should be mailed to sheebs@hotmail.com or given to Mrs. 
Sheeba Roshan in person. 
Names of participants with score will be mentioned in the next issue.  
Winners will be awarded at the end of the year. 
 
QUIZ 1 
 
Portion: Revelation 
 
1. Which sign was clothed in sun and had a crown of 12 stars?  

2. Which events are common in the 6th seal, 7th trumpet and the 7th bowl?  

3. Name the Greek island near the Turkish coast.  

4. 'Yet you have a few people who have not soiled their clothes' About 

which church did the Son of man say this?  

5. What according to John's vision is the mystery of the lampstands?  

6. What colour was the second horse and what does it represent?  

7. What does Jesus say He would do to those who are lukewarm?  

8. Who are of the first promise mentioned in the book of Revelation?  

9. Which number is a recurring motif through the book of Revelation?  

10 . Who is the faithful martyr mentioned? 

 
 
Answers to Quiz 12: 
1. Away in a manager 

2. Deck the halls 

3. Do you hear what I hear  

4. Hark the herald 

5. It came upon the midnight 

6. O come all ye faithful  

7. O holy night 

8. Mary’s boy child 

mailto:sheebs@hotmail.com
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9. The First Noel 

10. Carol of the bells 
 
Points tally after Quiz 12: 

  
  

     Dec 2021  Aggregate 

1 Daniel Inbaraj  10 120 

2 Deepathavana Ranjan 10 120 

3 Dorothy Evangeline Joshua  10 120 

4 Esther Jayanthi Surya 10 120 

5 Felicia William 10 120 

6 Hannah Cheryl Daniel 10 120 

7 Jadon Titus Muller 10 120 

8 Jason Travis Daniel  10 120 

9 Jeremy Roopsingh 

 

10 100 

10 Joann Ignatius 10 120 

11 Johnsson Jaden Dhyriam 10 110 

12 Jonathan Ethan Dhyriam 10 110 

13 Jonathan Roopsingh 10 100 

14 Joshua Emmanuel 10 120 

15 Keturah Manoharan 10 120 

16 Kezia Regan  10 120 

17 Latha Chittaranjan 10 40 

18 Mahilini Santhosh 10 120 

19 Manya Malhotra 10 120 

20 Natalia Regan  10 120 

21 Nirmala Naveendhar 10 120 

22 Ranjini Inbaraj 10 120 

23 Rohan Abraham Stanley  10 120 

24 Santosh Dhyriam 10 120 

25 Shekinah Dhyriam 10 120 

26 Shilpa Malhotra 10 120 

27 Shreya Dhyriam 10 120 

28 Tasha Grace  10 120 
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29 Zibia Thiraviaraj - 20 

30 Zoey Emmanuel 10 120 
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Why EānMé? 

‘EānMé’ – literally meaning “unless” in Greek – has its roots in St. 
Thomas the Apostle’s words of doubt. It is based on his famous words to 
the Risen Lord in St. John 20:25: “…Unless I see in His hands the print 
of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and put my hand 
into His side, I will not believe.” 

‘Unless’ or ‘except’ in the King James Version is translated from the 
Greek word ‘EānMé’ εανμε (eh-an’ may) meaning: before, but, except, 
not or unless.  

 
We welcome your original contributions to the 
EānMé in the form of articles (word limit: 840), 
poems, Protestant church pictures for the cover, or 
information relevant to the season. Please send 
your entries by hard/soft copy to reach the STEC 
church office stthomasenglishchur@bsnl.in or 
stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com by the 20th of 
every month. 

You can read the current issue of EānMé online at 
http://www.santhomeenglishchurch.org/. A few earlier issues have been 
archived on `CSI St. Thomas English Church’ facebook page. 

Sunday bulletin temporarily suspended due to pandemic.  
 
We are on Social Media! 
‘Like’ our Church page on Facebook to stay updated 
https://www.facebook.com/StThomasEnglishChurch 
 
Join our Church group on Facebook to connect with 
each other and share / view pictures of church events 
https://www.facebook.com/CSI St. Thomas English Church, Santhome 
 
‘Follow’ @CSI_STEC on Twitter 
 
`Follow’ @csi_stec on Instagram 
 

Travelling on work or vacation?  
Don’t forget to click a picture! 
If you happen to visit or see a beautiful, historic Protestant 
church that you think should be on our EānMé cover, please 
click a hi-res picture and e-mail it, along with a short note 
about the Church, to stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com 

https://www.facebook.com/StThomasEnglishChurch
https://www.facebook.com/
mailto:stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com
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If you would like to join, participate in or use your time and effort for the 
Ministries, Fellowships and activities of the Church, please get in touch 
with the following people: 
 
Sunday School – Grace Rathnam  
Blossoms for Christ (Tamil Sunday School) – Sheeba Roshan 
Adult Fellowship – Ajit Stanley Moses 
Choir – Anila Manoharan 
Women’s Fellowship – Vasanthi Premkumar  
Men’s Fellowship – Milton Sigamoney 
Rapha (Hospital Ministry) – Zibia Thiraviaraj  
Church Library – Shailaja Henry  
Eco (Garden) – Premalatha Samuel 
Evangelism – Nirmala Stephen  
EānMé, Website Content, Facebook, Twitter & Instagram moderation – 
Fabiola Jacob 
Multimedia Production – Aroop Samuel 
Weekly Bulletin (Pew Sheets) – Kavita Edward 
Education Ministry (School) – Gemina Martin 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Leah Moses wed Janon on 28 Dec 2021 
 
Sarah Esther wed Jeffril Happisses on 30 Dec 2021 
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 FELLOWSHIP PROGRAMMES 
 

Sunday School  : 

English: Sunday – 4:30 pm online 

Tamil: Sunday – 4:30 pm (currently suspended 

due to pandemic) 

Women’s Fellowship : Saturday - 4:30 pm online 

Men’s Fellowship : Thursday - 6:30 pm online 

Adults’ Fellowship  : Saturday – 6:30 pm online 

Hospital visit  : 
II Sunday - 10:15 am (currently suspended due 

to pandemic) 

   

   

 

 

 

PASTORATE  

COMMITTEE 

MEMBERS 

 

Mr. Bright Joseph D. 

Mr. Ranjan Selvakumar C. 

Mr. Roshan Soundarapandian 

Mr. Santhakumar S. 

Mr. Wesley Isaac P. 

Mrs. Saroja Bai Godwin 

Mrs. Shilpa Nisha Malhotra 

   

  

 

 

The Rt. Rev. Dr. J. George Stephen 
Bishop in Madras 

 

Rev. J. Paul Sudhakar 
Chairman and Presbyter-in-charge 

 
Mr. Milton Sigamoney 
Mr. Ajit Stanley Moses 

Lay Readers 

             Dr. S. Rabinder Boaz 
             Secretary 

Mrs. Gemina Martin 
Treasurer 
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WORSHIP SERVICES – PLAN FOR JANUARY 2022 

Date and 
Time 

Day Services and Preacher Theme Stewards for Bible Reading 
and Offertory 

2.1.2022 
7:30 am 

 
 
 

The Second 
Sunday of 
Christmas 

 

 
Sung Eucharist 
Sermon: Rev. Dr. Paul 
Swarup  
 
 

 
 

Revelation for 
salvation 

 

Exodus 3: 1 – 14 
Psalm 27 
Acts 16: 6 – 10  
St. John 12: 20 – 32  
 
Mr. & Mrs. Pravin Paul  
 

9.1.2022 
7:30 am 

 
 
 
 

The First 
Sunday of 
Epiphany 

Epiphany – 6 
Jan 

 
Matins 
Streamed on YouTube 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul 
Sudhakar 

 
Be holy  

Deut. 7: 1 – 11 
Psalm 5 
Ephesians 5: 18 – 20  
St. John 17: 13 – 17    
 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Soundarapandian  

16.1.2022 
7:30 am 

 
 
 

The Second 
Sunday of 
Epiphany 

 

 
CSI order  
Streamed on YouTube 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul 
Sudhakar 
 
 

 
One body and 
one baptism 

 

Amos 9: 5 – 12 
Psalm 115 
Ephesians 4: 1 – 6  
St. Matthew 16: 13 – 20 
  
Mr. & Mrs. Ranjan Selvakumar 
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23.1.2022 
7:30 am 

 
 
 
 

The Third 
Sunday of 
Epiphany 

 
Anglican order 
Streamed on YouTube 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul 
Sudhakar 
 
 

 
 

United in love 
 

Deut. 4: 1 – 10 
Psalm 30 
Ephesians 3: 1 – 7  
St. John 15: 11 – 17  
 
Mr. & Mrs. Dhiraj Malhotra 

30.1.2022 
7:30 am 

The Fourth 
Sunday of 
Epiphany 

Candlemas 
Sunday  

Presentation of 
Christ in the 

temple – 2 Feb 

 
Anglican order  
Streamed on YouTube 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul 
Sudhakar 
 

 
Praise the 

Lord - worship 
 

Exodus 9: 1 – 7  
Psalm 81 
Revelation 5: 1 – 14  
St. John 2: 13 – 22  
 
Mr. & Dr. Mrs. T. Ignatius 

1.2.2022 First day of the 
month 

 
Morning prayer 
Streamed on YouTube 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul 
Sudhakar 
 

 
God of justice  

 
Psalm 82  


