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Greetings to you all in the name of our incarnate, 
crucified and risen Lord. 

Dearly beloved, we have finally come to the last 
month of this year - a year loaded with varied 
experiences. Let me remind you of the way we have 
been led by our Lord through these months and 
days. 
 

Firstly, the experience related to the global phenomenon called Covid. 
The second wave was really a trying experience for many of us. Some 
have been severely affected, even lost their dear ones, and others have 
had to go through various experiences. Thanks be to God for keeping us 
all safe.   
 
Secondly, the weather this year. Ecological disasters from the past, if 
seen as the cause, have resulted in destructive floods and heavy rains 
beyond the monsoon season. This has affected the rural masses dearly, 
as the fruit of their hard labour, the food grains, have now sprouted even 
before they could reach the market. This has created havoc in South 
India, particularly in our state of Tamil Nadu as a whole. The continuous 
rains have hindered people from working, particularly the labouring class 
and people who live on daily wages. This is surely a challenge for us to 
introspect.  
 
Thirdly, our own church building. As we all know, we have been a part of 
this community which has been worshipping here, for nearly 180 years. 
Though the building is of heritage and aesthetic value, it has its own 
challenges such as the cracks in the roof, water seepage and leaking. Of 
course, we have attended to the same in ways we found it to be good. 
We have also renovated this building in 2003. But today, the building 
once again needs our attention, to restore it to its old glory as much as 
possible. This would definitely cost us. But it my concern that we should 
take up this work at this juncture or else, it would become very difficult in 
the future. My desire is to have our Christmas worship service in our 
church. I appeal to all our congregation members to have this in your 
prayers, bear with the present inconvenience, and generously contribute 
towards this cause, so that it would not become a burden on our church 
exchequer. 
 
Finally, dear friends, we have planned to observe all our regular festivals 
and celebrations in the days to come. Starting with Advent we have the 
Children’s Sunday, followed by the Annual thanksgiving festival – a time 
for thanksgiving, get together and fund raising and surely feasting. The 
second Sunday of this month would be Gift Sunday, where we gift the 
hostel children of our School for the Hearing impaired. The third week 
would be our Carol Service, when our Choir would perform for us, and 
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we will have our Parish Dinner on the same day. We will have the 
Christmas and New Year Service. We have also planned a village 
Christmas visit as we did last year, where we could celebrate Christmas 
with the village folk. I encourage all of you to set apart these dates and 
strive to be present on all occasions.  
 
May the joy of Christmas enlighten all our hearts. Happy Christmas and 
blessed New Year! 

Yours in His joyful service,  

Rev. J. Paul Sudhakar 

Presbyter-in-charge and Chairman 
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THE GLORY OF CHRISTMAS 
 

Dripping diamonds in white, red, pink, and black, 
with other costly artefacts, the Christmas tree in the 
lobby of the Kempinski Hotel Bahia, near Marbella, 

Spain, was declared the most expensive Christmas tree in the world at 
$15 million USD in 2019. Created by haute couture designer Debbie 
Wingham, it stole the thunder from the Guinness World Record holder 
since 2010, the tree at the Emirates Palace hotel in Abu Dhabi, valued at 
about $11 million USD. In comparison, the famous Rockefeller Center 
Christmas tree in New York City was worth only a meagre $73,500 USD! 
 
Even in the olden days, when the prophet Isaiah declared that “the glory 
of the Lord shall be revealed,” such images of wealth, splendour and 
power must have filled the minds of the people who heard this promise.  
 
Born in humility 
But, “the Messiah who showed up, however, wore a different kind of 
glory—the glory of humility” says Philip Yancey. The God of all creation 
chose to be born in Bethlehem as a tiny, helpless baby, dependent on 
his young mother for shelter, food, and love.  
 
For a people fixated on earthly power, God appeared “in a shelter for 
animals, with no attendants and nowhere to rest but in a feed trough. 
Indeed, the event that divided history into two parts may have had more 
animal than human witnesses”.  
 
Deeply touched by a visit to the Holy Land – and Bethlehem in particular, 
Phillips Brooks, who wrote the carol ‘O Little town of Bethlehem’ 
captured this humility in these lines: 
How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given! 
So God imparts to human hearts 
the blessings of His heaven. 
 
Striving for Humility 
In His birth, Jesus demonstrated the greatest humility of all. Though 
eternally with the Father, He chose to give Himself up on the cross in 
love so that through His death He might lift any who receive Him, into the 
joy of His presence.  
 
In Philippians 2, Paul urges us to imitate Jesus’s humility when we seek 
to serve our heavenly Father by serving others. In I Peter 5:5 and James 
4:6, we read that “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the 
humble.” Yes, God’s grace is reserved for undeserving sinners who 
come to Him in humility. 
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Aiming for humility isn’t easy - not in our flashy, selfish world. But as we 
look up to that first Christmas, we can always strive to be more and more 
like Him. 

Fabiola Jacob 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Christmas Contest – Last date extended! 
 
The last date for sending your ‘Script a Christmas Skit’ Contest entries 
had been extended to 15 December 2021. Hurry! Write a Christmas Skit 
on the Christmas theme – in about 500 to 1000 words, in drama-dialogue 
form and mail it to stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com 
 
The skit must be original, have an interesting storyline, and can be set 
anywhere. Send your entries soon! 
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Featured on our cover this month, is the towering Duke 
University Chapel in Durham, North Carolina, USA, 
photographed by Natasha Jacob. 
 
About Duke Chapel: 
A prime example of Collegiate Gothic (late Gothic 
Revival) architecture in the United States, the majestic 

Duke Chapel is one of the most beautiful buildings in the American 
South, and a treasured landmark in the state of North Carolina. ‘Chapel’ 
is an understatement as it features spectacular architectural details such 
as ribbed vaults, grand cloisters, pointed arches and a tower rising to 
210 feet - modelled after the Bell Harry Tower of Canterbury Cathedral!  
 
First to be planned and the last to be built on the west campus, the 
chapel is a dream project of James Buchanan Duke, the founder, who 
wanted it to stand at the centre of the university, to have “a profound 
influence on the spiritual life of the young men and women who come 
here.” The cornerstone was laid on October 22, 1930 and the Chapel 
was formally dedicated on June 2, 1935. 
 
The architects were Horace Trumbauer of Philadelphia and his chief 
designer, Julian Abele, America’s first black architect of renown. Built of 
Hillsborough bluestone from the Duke quarry near Durham, the Chapel 
exterior has a distinct hue, like the rest of the buildings on west campus. 
The trimmings, lectern, pulpit and the balustrade and vaults of the choir 
are of Indiana limestone. The 73-feet high nave ceiling is covered in 
Guastavino tile. The Chapel has 77 stained-glass windows containing 
hundreds of figures that depict biblical events such as the Revelation of 
St. John on the Isle of Patmos. 
 
Limewood and oak figures of Biblical patriarchs, apostles and saints 
appear in the niches of the oak choir stalls and in the ornamental screen 
behind the altar. Symbols from the Passion of Jesus are carved on the 
north and south walls. The memorial chapel and crypt are the resting 
place of prominent members of the Duke family and the university.  
 
The nave is large enough to accommodate about 1600 people. The 
entrance to Duke Chapel currently has nine statues in the façade, of 
Thomas Coke, Francis Asbury (featured in ‘Missionary Spotlight’ on page 
17), George Whitfield, Girolamo Savonarola, Martin Luther, John 
Wycliffe, Thomas Jefferson, Sidney Lanier and John Wesley, the founder 
of Methodism, above the door.  
 
The Duke Chapel is home to three pipe organs including a large Flentrop 
Orgelbouw pipe organ with 5,200 pipes. The iconic tower houses a 50-
bell carillon which is played at 5 p.m. on weekdays. The Duke Chapel 
Choir, Vespers Ensemble and Evensong Singers are the three choirs 
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that enliven the regular worship with their singing. The Duke Chapel 
Choir’s critically acclaimed performances of Handel’s Messiah have been 
an annual Advent tradition since 1933.  
 
While the Duke family was Methodist, with affiliation to the United 
Methodist Church, Duke Chapel services have always been ecumenical, 
integrating elements from the Episcopal-Anglican, Methodist, Lutheran 
and Baptist traditions in worship. Online links to the Duke Chapel’s 
activities can be found at https://chapel.duke.edu/  

 
 

https://chapel.duke.edu/
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SANTA CLAUS GETS A NEW HOME TO 
STAY 
 
An aged father was sent out of his home by his 
only son John, 
When the two grand children came from 

school, they were sad to find their grandfather gone; 
They asked their father about his dad, they were not given an answer 
satisfactorily, 
They watched from the gate for their grandfather daily. 
 
That year, their church was having its fiftieth anniversary celebration, 
The church’s celebration was planned with dedication; 
One Christmas tree was decorated and kept on a corner, 
With many glittering lights, it had its own honour. 
 
Before Christmas the church Pastor would visit each house for a short 
time and hurry, 
With the Pastor, the carol party and Santa Claus will visit homes to sing 
and be merry; 
One night, Santa Claus was to visit John’s house who was a member of 
this Parish, 
The children were very excited and planned to keep Santa with them to 
cherish. 
 
On the stipulated night, Santa arrived with balloons and gifts and the 
carol party sang on a high note, 
The children were given presents and the Pastor ended with a prayerful 
thought; 
The children caught Santa’s hand and would not let him go away, 
The Pastor told them that Santa must leave, or his ticket would be invalid 
the next day. 
 
The parents requested Santa to stay as their children were adamant, 
The Pastor said that, to keep Santa, the parents must give a written 
statement, 
The Pastor kept the statement in his pocket, and told the children to 
prepare for a surprise, 
The Pastor removed Santa’s face mask, lo, their own grandfather stood 
there with a twinkle in his eyes.  

 
Prema Jayasundar 
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ADVENT PUZZLE 

Unscramble the clues to find words related to the Advent wreath:  

 Elprup              

 Dlenac             

 Ggiinnvhakst     

 Ohep                

 Olev                 

 Oyj                  

 Sseefigronv      

 Onmgic            

 Eepac               

 Nipk                

 Teiwh    

Answers are found on page 22.            

Kavita Edward 

 

A MERRY HEART IS A GOOD MEDICINE! 
 
A mother with a restless seven-year-old boy revealed the 
secret how she finally got her son to be quiet in the 
church. 
About halfway through the sermon, she leaned over and 
whispered, “If you don’t be quiet, Pastor is going to lose his 
place and he will have to start his sermon all over again!”  It worked. 
 
 
 
A church utilizes the same format for funeral services. And when a 
person dies and a funeral service is prepared, the secretary simply 
exploits the word-search-and-replace process and changes the name of 
the deceased from the previous service to the name of the deceased 
who has just passed away. 
So simple!  When Edna died, the pastor instructed the secretary to 
prepare the service for her by following the above process. The last 
person who died was Mary. So the secretary instructed the computer to 
change all "Marys" to Ednas."  
Imagine the surprise of the attendees when they recited the Apostles 
Creed and read:  "He was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 
Edna..." 

Ventriloquist Shanthakumar 
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MY EXPERIENCE ON RECEIVING THE PADMA SHRI AWARD 
 

I was awarded the Padma Shri in January 2020. The Investiture 
Ceremony was to be held in early April. Suja came to Madras (Chennai) 
from Madagascar in mid-March. Just three days after she reached 
Madras, the government postponed the event indefinitely due to 
pandemic.  
 
In mid-October 2021, I received a letter from the Ministry of Home Affairs 
that I would be receiving the formal commendations from the President 
on the 8th of November. The airfare would be reimbursed for me and my 
escort. We could stay together at Hotel Ashok from the afternoon of 7th 
and check out on the forenoon of the 9th of November. I would also 
receive Rs. 5000 for incidental expenses.  
 
A bright young architect Muhilan was my escort. It had rained heavily all 
through the night.  So, I had planned to go to the airport a little ahead of 
time. Fortunately, the rain stopped abruptly and we reached the airport 
nearly three hours before boarding time. As it began to rain heavily 
again, the plane arrived late and we began our journey. We reached the 
hotel in Delhi at about 6 pm. I felt quite normal despite the tedium.  
 
From the time the award was announced, I was in touch with one of the 
three officials in the ministry – a Tamilian, Padma. I was happy when she 
visited my room with two of her friends. Janaka, Suja's schoolmate from 
first standard, gifted me a peacock green kurta.  I wore this kurta along 
with the silk dhoti that Premila of SCILET had gifted me a month earlier.  
 
On the day of the award ceremony, there was a rehearsal at 2.30 pm, 
followed by the formal ceremony at the Durbar Hall in Rashtrapathi 
Bhavan. Though Muhilan received a formal invitation, he was not allowed 
to take me to the President. A soldier was to accompany me while 
receiving the award. Muhilan sat with the other escorts. The recipients 
were informed strictly that they must only ‘namaskar’ the President and 
not shake hands. My turn came. Muhilan said that the escorts applauded 
for me more enthusiastically. The President had to tell me which way to 
turn to receive the commendation, which was photographed (featured on 
the inner cover).  He said, "Excellent" and then shook hands with me and 
said, "God bless you". 
 
After the ceremony, snacks were served at an impressive hall. The 
Prime Minister walked towards me. He shook hands with me 
enthusiastically and said my book on Madurai is a contribution to our 
nation. Mrs. Nirmala Sitharaman told me that her uncle was deeply 
moved by the intricately detailed pen-and-ink drawings in my book. I 
thanked her. She had to move away to meet other people. Then the 
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President shook hands with me. I began telling him that when our Chief 
Minister met him a few months earlier, he gifted him my book on 
Madurai. He at once said, "Yes, Mr. Stalin gave the wonderful book to 
me".  I met a few other awardees too. 
 
On the return journey, I was worried that it was raining heavily in Madras 
and the flight might be postponed. Fortunately, the rain in Madras 
stopped at the right time and the flight was very smooth. 
 
We checked out of our hotel in Delhi at 8.15 am. Muhilan and I were the 
first to enter the aircraft. A lady who was standing at the door introduced 
herself as the co-pilot. I told her that I was glad that a lady was piloting 
the aircraft. An air hostess Rosy seemed to know a lot about me and 
soon began calling me, 'Manohar appa'.  During mid-flight, the pilot, 
D'Silva (a Tamilian) announced on the loud speaker, "I am happy and 
proud to say that Mr. Manohar Devadoss, an artist, writer, musician, 
scientist and more, after receiving his Padma Shri Award is on this flight 
now." I stood up and the passengers applauded. I felt happy and a bit 
embarrassed too. I think he had borrowed this introductory line from the 
article by Fabiola, published in The Hindu, when the award was 
announced in 2020. Muhilan and I were the first to get out and walk into 
the aerobridge.  The pilots congratulated me in person. 
 
We reached home at around 4.30 pm. Grace, my helper, improvised a 
song based on a Tamil movie song (one stanza) welcoming the winner of 
Padma Shri. 
 
I thank God for the safe journey and this wonderful experience. 
 

Mano 
(Padma Shri Manohar Devadoss) 
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WRITE TO US! 

Do you have a comment on the articles, a fresh 
new idea or feedback about the EanMe that 
you would like to share with other readers? Mail 
it to stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com with 
‘EanMe MailBox’ in the subject. The best letters 
will be published in the next issue of the 
EanMe. 

 
 
PRAYER TIME: 
Do you have a prayer point that you would like to share with our Church 
prayer group? Please mail it to stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com or 
drop it in the box at the main door of our Church, so that it can be 
included in the prayer list.  
 
 
 
 

mailto:stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com
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JESUS BRINGS YOU JOY!  
 
The angel appeared before the shepherds and proclaimed, “Fear not. I 
bring you good tidings of great joy!” 
 
Joy: As this joy is expressly 
associated with the glory of 
God, by the words, “Glory to 
God in the highest,” we are 
convinced and assured that 
this joy is pure and holy. 
 
It is contrary to the pleasure 
and happiness that are 
superficial and are sometimes derived from the sins of the world. Sin had 
separated God and man but the incarnation bridges the separation. The 
birth is a prelude to the atoning sacrifice. Further, the promises uttered 
by the prophets and saints of the Old Testament were fulfilled by the 
birth of Jesus. It is the world’s hope and thereby, a joyous moment. 
 
God had visited earth to punish people of Sodom and burn the accursed 
cities but this time He came down as a man of mercy to save mankind 
from the clutches of sin. The Bible’s promise—Here is your free ticket to 
heaven!—would evoke nothing but joy! 
 
Joy for you: The angel begins, “For unto you is born this day.” The angel 
went on to say, “It shall be to all the people.” Further, Luke 2:14 says “On 
earth peace.” 
 
We know that Jesus bled for all. As such, the joy is meant for all. 
 
The Shepherds’ simplicity did not hinder their receiving Him. We are not 
worshiping an aristocratic Christ but a Saviour of the people and a friend 
of publicans and sinners. Jesus the Saviour is the joy to people of all 
nations. Yes, He is the joy to the entire world. 
 
Perennial joy: While on earth, Jesus brought joy to the people by healing 
the sick, casting out demons and sharing God’s message to everyone. 
He also largely spoke about the kingdom of heaven and the promise of 
eternal life. He is called ‘Immanuel’ which means “God with us!” It is not 
only a solace but strength to remember that He is always with us, more 
so when we face tribulations. 
 
When Jesus rose from the dead, He conquered death for each and 
everyone who put their trust in Him. This too is a cause for great joy! 
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Jesus ascended into heaven to prepare a place for all who follow Him 
and endure till the end. But He promised that He will come again, a 
second time, to establish His kingdom. In this kingdom, God’s people will 
have places of honour. The knowledge that soon we will live and reign 
forever with our Lord is a source of perennial joy! 
 
In a nutshell, we can confidently say that Jesus is the joy and hope for 
humanity as Saviour and Redeemer of the world. 
 
“I bring you good tidings of great joy for all the people!”—Luke 2:10 
 

Ventriloquist Shanthakumar
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`HIDE THEM IN YOUR HEART' - A SCRIPTURE CHALLENGE! 
 
Can you memorize Psalm 65 before 24 December 2021? 
 
If this offer appeals to you, please approach 
Roshan Soundarapandian (Mobile No: 98403 
88365) - a surprise awaits you! 
The winners will be announced in next month's 
EanMe!  
Of course, prizes would follow! 
Anyone can rise to the opportunity - no age limit 
– all the best!  
 
Why the Scripture Challenge? 
There is no other single discipline in Christian life that is more rewarding 
than memorizing Scripture. Our prayer life will be strengthened. Our 
witnessing will be sharper and effective. Our attitude and perspective will 
begin to change. Our mind will become alert, observant and confident, 
enhancing our faith in ourselves and in God. 
 
We need to hide God's Word in our hearts so that we don't sin against 
Him. Carrying Scripture in our hands and also in our hearts is a way to 
cherish God's Word, creating an amazing opportunity to meditate on the 
truth and hastening the process of transforming us into Christ-likeness. 
When we fill our minds with the Word of God, we build a barrier between 
us and the enemy. The more verses you memorize, the barricade 

becomes higher and stronger. 
 
The Word of God brings us wisdom, strength and 
hope. It gives assurance, solace, power and 
authority. Above all we will enjoy peace of mind. So 
come, let's indulge in this overwhelming experience! 

 
Winners:  

Name 
 
 

July 
2021 

Aug 
2021 

Sep 
2021 

Oct  
2021 

Nov 
2021 

Aggregate 

Psalm 
119: 

145-152 

Psalm 
119: 

153-160 

Psalm 
119: 

161-168 

Psalm 
119: 

169-176 

Matt 
6: 

5-15 

Ezekiel David      9 

Felicia William      11 

Gino Jaden Paul      4 

Iris Manoharan      11 

Jadon Titus Muller      10 
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Jemima Thilagan      11 

Jeremy Roopsingh      8 

Johnsson Jaden 
Dhyriam 


    11 

Jonathan Ethan 
Dhyriam 

 
    11 

Jonathan 
Roopsingh 


    8 

Joshua Emmanuel      11 

Judah Stephen      2 

Keturah Manoharan      11 

Kezia Regan      5 

Latha Chittaranjan      2 

M. Hema      7 

Manya Lily Malhotra      11 

Natalia Regan      8 

Pamela Bridget       7 

Priya Muller      9 

Rachel Dhiraviaraj      11 

Ranjini Inbaraj      11 

Rohan Abraham 
Stanley 


    11 

Santhosh Dhyriam      11 

Shekinah Dhyriam      11 

Shreya Dhyriam      11 

Zoey Emmanuel      11 

 
 

GEMS FROM THE BIBLE 
 

Put them in your heart-bank – memorize 
and use them! 

 For to us a child is born – Isaiah 9: 6 

 And the Word became flesh – John 1: 14 

 God sent forth His Son, born of woman – Galatians 4: 4 

 “I am the light of the world” – John 8:12 

 “We have come to worship Him.” – Matthew 2: 2 
 

Shobana Soundarapandian 
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FRANCIS ASBURY - METHODIST ON 
HORSEBACK 

 
Some today might call him a workaholic. Or maybe 
just utterly dedicated. English-born Francis Asbury 
certainly had the numbers: during his 45-year 

ministry in America, he travelled on horseback or in carriage an 
estimated 300,000 miles, delivering some 16,500 sermons. He was so 
well-known in America that letters addressed to "Bishop Asbury, United 
States of America" were delivered to him. 
 
Humble beginnings  
Asbury was born into a working-class Anglican family; he dropped out of 
school before he was 12 to work as a blacksmith's apprentice. By the 
time he was 14, he had been "awakened" in the Christian faith. 
 
He and his mother attended Methodist meetings, where soon he began 
to preach; he was appointed a full-time Methodist preacher by the time 
he was 21. In 1771, at a gathering of Methodist ministers, John Wesley 
asked, "Our brethren in America call aloud for help. Who are willing to go 
over and help them?" Asbury volunteered. 
 
When in October 1771, Asbury landed in Philadelphia, there were only 
600 Methodists in America. Within days, he hit the road preaching but 
pushed himself so hard that he fell ill that winter. This was the beginning 
of a pattern: over the next 45 years, he suffered from colds, coughs, 
fevers, severe headaches, ulcers, and eventually chronic rheumatism, 
which forced him off his horse and into a carriage. Yet he continued to 
preach. 
 
During the Revolutionary War, Asbury remained politically neutral. To 
avoid signing an oath disclaiming his allegiance to England and to dodge 
the American draft, he went into hiding for several months. "I am 
considered by some as an enemy," he wrote, "liable to be seized by 
violence and abused." By war's end, he had retained his credibility with 
the victorious Americans and was able to continue his ministry among 
them. 
 
After the war, John Wesley ordained Englishman Thomas Coke as 
Wesley's American superintendent. Coke, in turn, ordained Asbury at the 
famous Baltimore "Christmas Conference" of 1784, which gave birth to 
the American Methodist Episcopal Church. On Christmas Day, Asbury 
was ordained a deacon, the following day, an elder, and on December 
27, a superintendent (against Wesley's advice, Asbury later used the 
term "bishop"). As Coke put it, "We were in great haste and did much 
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business in a little time." Within six months, Coke returned to England, 
and thereafter, Asbury held the reins of American Methodism. 
 
Organizational man 
Organization was Asbury's gift. He created "districts" of churches, each 
of which would be served by circuit riders—preachers who travelled from 
church to church to preach and minister, especially in rural areas. In the 
late 1700s, 95 percent of Americans lived in places with fewer than 2,500 
inhabitants, and thus most did not have access to church or clergy. 
 
This is one reason Asbury pushed for missionary expansion into the 
Tennessee and Kentucky frontier—even though his and other preachers' 
lives were constantly threatened by illness and Indian attacks. According 
to biographer Ezra Tipple, Asbury's preaching was more zeal than art, 
and highly effective. Tipple wrote there were occasions when "under the 
rush of his utterance, people sprang to their feet as if summoned to the 
judgment bar of God." 
 
Passionate till the end 
Though a school dropout, Asbury launched five schools. He also 
promoted "Sunday schools," in which children were taught reading, 
writing, and arithmetic. 
 
Asbury didn't limit his work to administration and preaching. Asbury 
hated slavery and petitioned George Washington to enact antislavery 
legislation. "My spirit was grieved at the conduct of some Methodists," 
wrote Asbury, "that hire slaves at public places to the highest bidder, to 
cut skin, and starve them." 
 
Asbury pushed himself to the end. After preaching what was to be his 
last sermon on March 24, 1816, he was so weak he had to be carried to 
his carriage. A few days later, on March 31, Francis Asbury died 
peacefully at Spotsylvania County, Virginia, and was buried on the farm 
there. His body was later reburied in Baltimore. By then, though, 
Methodism had grown under his leadership to 200,000 strong. His legacy 
continued with the 4,000 Methodist preachers he had ordained: by the 
Civil War, American Methodists numbered 1.5 million. 
 

Courtesy: www.christianitytoday.com 
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AWAY IN A MANGER 
 

Children enjoy Christmas more than any other time of 
year, and adults share that special joy. `Away in a 
manger’ is usually considered a children’s carol, yet its 
beauty and power are loved equally by people of all 
ages. All of us can pray `I love You, Lord Jesus! Stay 
close to me tonight’. 

 
For many years, this hymn was attributed to Martin Luther, but Luther 
was probably not its author. The first two verses of the carol appeared for 
the first time in a Lutheran hymnal in 1885. The next publisher to pick it 
up called it `Luther’s cradle hymn’, assuming that since it was 
anonymous and in a Lutheran hymnal, it must be Luther’s. The third 
verse was added by a Methodist minister in the early 1900s. 
 
Regardless of its author, the beauty of this carol is the beauty of 
Christmas. It is simple. Christmas is not the gold and glitter, the 
wrappings and trappings. It is the story of God humbling Himself to 
become a baby, born in crude circumstances to a young woman in 
ancient Palestine. Sing this carol softly. It is what Christmas is all about. 
 
Away in a manger, no crib for a bed 
The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head; 
The stars in the sky looked down where He lay, 
The little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay. 
 
The cattle are lowing, the Baby awakes,  
But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes, 
I love Thee, Lord Jesus, look down from the sky, 
And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 
 
Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask Thee to stay 
Close by me forever, and love me, I pray, 
Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care, 
And fit us for heaven, to live with Thee there. 

 
Stanza 1 and 2 – unknown 
Stanza 3 – John Thomas McFarland (1851 -1913) 

 
 

 

The EanMe team wishes you all a blessed 
Christmas season!



23 

 

ERIC MILNER-WHITE &  
A FESTIVAL OF NINE LESSONS  

AND CAROLS 
 

The Service of Nine Lessons and Carols is a 
popular carol service that is broadcast live from King’s College, 
Cambridge on Christmas eve every year since 1928. The program has 
reached millions of homes, camps (at war time) and individuals around 
the world, and has become a unique Christmas tradition.   
 
A Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols was first planned in 1918 by Eric 
Milner-White, who at the age of thirty-four had just been appointed Dean 
of King’s after serving as an army chaplain. He was convinced that the 
Church of England needed more imaginative worship, and came up with 
this unique order of nine short Bible readings or lessons from Genesis, 
the prophetic books and the Gospels, interspersed with the singing of 
Christmas carols, hymns and choir anthems. 
 
Early Life 
Eric Milner-White was born on 23 April 1884 in Southampton, the eldest 
of the four sons of Henry Milner-White, a barrister, and his wife Kathleen 
Lucy, née Meeres. His mother died in January 1890 when he was only 
five, four days after the birth of her youngest son. The two younger 
brothers died in childhood. Eric was educated, with his surviving brother 
Rudolph, at Harrow School and, in 1903, went up to King’s College, 
Cambridge to read history, obtaining a double first-class honours degree. 
He then spent a year at Cuddesdon Theological College in Oxfordshire 
before being ordained deacon in 1908 and priest in 1909 at Southwark 
Cathedral. He served as curate at St Paul’s, Newington, from 1908-9 and 
at St Mary Magdalene, Woolwich from 1909-12 when he was appointed 
chaplain of King’s College, Cambridge and lecturer in history at Corpus 
Christi College. 
 
World War I service took him to the Western Front and to Italy, and he 
finished the war with a Distinguished Service Order. After resigning his 
commission early in 1918, he returned to Cambridge, and was made 
Dean of King's at just 34 years. 
 
A New Order 
In the immediate aftermath of the First World War, Milner-White decided 
that a Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols would be a more uplifting 
occasion at King’s than Evensong on Christmas Eve. It is reported that 
the Chapel's then Director of Music, Arthur Henry Mann, who had been 
in post since 1876, was less than enthusiastic about the new form of 
service, but he survived in post long enough to see the first BBC 
broadcast, in 1928. 
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The original service was, in fact, adapted from an Order drawn up by 
E.W. Benson, later Archbishop of Canterbury, for use in a wooden shed, 
which then served as his cathedral in Truro, Cornwall on Christmas Eve 
1880. 
 
But it was the vision of Eric Milner-White, Dean of King's College, 
Cambridge, harnessing the musical resources of the Chapel, which 
grounded a tradition and achieved instant popularity, spreading to 
schools, chapels and churches around the world. 
  
Using Benson’s plan, he wrote the now classic ‘Bidding Prayer’ which 
sets the tone at the beginning, after the lone chorister has sung the 
opening verse of "Once in Royal David's City". Traditionally, the chorister 
is not told that he will be singing the solo until immediately before the 
service is to begin, to avoid putting him under stress. 
 
The Nine Lessons are the same every year, though the carols vary from 
year to year, and the service ends with the hymn "Hark! The Herald 
Angels Sing". 
 
A musical legacy 
The enduring popularity of the annual Festival – which is loved by 
millions around the world and for many, signals the true start of 
Christmas – has been sustained for the last 90 years following the BBC's 
decision to begin broadcasting the service in 1928. Broadcasts even 
continued during World War II after the Chapel's stained-glass had been 
removed for safety and there was no heating. And since 1954, it has 
been on television too as ‘Carols from Kings’. 
 
Milner-White remained at King's until 1941, when he was appointed 
Dean of York. He published two books of prayers: ‘My God, My Glory’ in 
1954 and ‘Let Grace Reign’ in 1960 and served on the committee that 
produced the ‘New English Bible’. Dean Milner-White received a 
Lambeth Doctor of Divinity degree in 1952, the year in which he was also 
awarded the CBE. In 1962, he was made an honorary Doctor of Letters 
by the University of Leeds. He never married and died of cancer on 15 
June 1963 at the Deanery in York. 
 
As the preface to the centenary edition of A Festival of Nine Lessons and 
Carols's Order of Service in 2018 states, “Wherever the service is heard 
and however it is adapted, whether the music is provided by choir or 
congregation, the pattern and strength of the service, as Milner-White 
pointed out, derive from the lessons and not the music. ‘The main theme 
is the development of the loving purposes of God …’ seen ‘through the 
windows and the words of the Bible’”. 

 
Source: The Internet 
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 SPECIAL PROGRAMMES AND WORSHIP SERVICES FOR 
CHRISTMAS 2021 AND NEW YEAR 2022 

 

Date Day Time Programmes & Services 

01.12.2021 Wednesday 6:30 am Sung Eucharist 

05.12.2021 Sunday 7:30 am Sung Eucharist 
Annual Thanksgiving Festival – 
2021 

12.12.2021 Sunday 7:30 am 
 

Sung Matins 
Gift Sunday - Special Songs by 
CSI – St. Thomas Nursery & 
Primary School, Rapha 
Fellowship and Women’s 
Fellowship 

  3:30 pm Gift Distribution – CSI School for 
the Hearing Impaired. 

19.12.2021 Sunday 7:30 am Sung Eucharist, Special Songs 
and Message by Mrs. Meghala  
Ratnaiya 

  6:00 pm Carol Service by STEC choir 
  7:30 pm Campfire and Parish Dinner 

24.12.2021 Friday 11:30 pm Christmas Eve Festival Service – 
Sung Eucharist 

25.12.2021 Saturday 8:00 am Christmas Day – Sung Eucharist 

26.12.2021 Sunday 7:30 am Sung Eucharist 

28.12.2021 Tuesday 3:30 pm Christmas Tree Celebration 

31.12.2021 Friday 11:00 pm Praise & Worship 
  11:30 pm New Year’s Eve Watchnight 

service – Sung Eucharist 

01.01.2022 Saturday 8:00 am New Year Day – Sung Eucharist 

 

There will be NO Carol Rounds this year in view of the pandemic. 

 
Answers to Advent puzzle: 

 Elprup  -    Purple       Dlenac  - Candle 

 Ggiinnvhakst - Thanksgiving 

 Ohep -  Hope  Olev - Love 

 Oyj – Joy  Sseefigronv - Forgiveness 

 Onmgic – Coming Eepac - Peace 

 Nipk – Pink  Teiwh - White 
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"God grant you the light in Christmas, which is faith; 

the warmth of Christmas, which is love; 

the radiance of Christmas, which is purity; 

the righteousness of Christmas, which is 

justice; 

the belief in Christmas, which is truth; 

the all of Christmas, which is Christ." – Wilda English 
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BIBLE QUIZ FOR ALL 

 
All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness. - II Timothy 3:16 
 
God honours and promises to bless all those who respect, love and 
meditate on His precious Word. It is the most valuable possession we 
own because it is our Father's love letter to us. Everything else will pass 
away, 'but the Word of God stands forever'. - Isaiah 40:8. 
The quiz is open to participants of all ages.  
Answers should be given by the 27th of the month.  Late entries will not 
be considered.  
Answers should be mailed to sheebs@hotmail.com or given to Mrs. 
Sheeba Roshan in person. 
Names of participants with score will be mentioned in the next issue.  
Winners will be awarded at the end of the year. 
 
QUIZ 12 

Hum a tune this Christmas🎧🎼🎹🎺🎷🥁 

Do the following phrases ring a bell?  

Identify the Christmas Carol they feature in...  

 

1. Stay by my cradle....  

2. ...and join the chorus 

3. …with a tail...  

4. Light and life....  

5. …harps of gold...  

6. Word of the Father....  

7. His gospel is peace 

8. ...a stable all forlorn...  

9. ...all with one accord...  

10. Songs of good cheer 

 
Answers to Quiz 11: 
 
1. To hear that the children are walking in the truth. (3 John 1:4) 
2. God is love. (1 John 4:8) 
3. Cain hated his brother leading to murder. Anyone who does not love 
remains in death; no eternal life (1 John 3:12-15) 
4. As an elder (2 John 1:1,3 John 1:1) 
5. To love one another and walk in obedience to God's commands (2 
John 1:5,6) 
6. The archangel Michael (Jude 1:9) 

mailto:sheebs@hotmail.com
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7. It means "atoning sacrifice". Jesus is the propitiation of our sins. (1 
John 2:2) 
8. Christians have to belong to the truth (1 John 3:19) and work together 
for the truth. (3 John 1:8) 
9. To contend for faith and to warn the people about false teachings by 
the godless men among them. (Jude 1). 
10. Diotrephes (3 John 1:9,10) 
 

 
 

Points tally after Quiz 11: 
  

  
     Nov 2021  Aggregate 

1 Daniel Inbaraj  10 110 

2 Deepathavana Ranjan 10 110 

3 Dorothy Evangeline Joshua  10 110 

4 Esther Jayanthi Surya 10 110 

5 Felicia William 10 110 

6 Hannah Cheryl Daniel 10 110 

7 Jadon Titus Muller 10 110 

8 Jason Travis Daniel  10 110 

9 Jeremy Roopsingh 

 

10 90 

10 Joann Ignatius 10 110 

11 Johnsson Jaden Dhyriam 10 100 

12 Jonathan Ethan Dhyriam 10 100 

13 Jonathan Roopsingh 10 90 

14 Joshua Emmanuel 10 110 

15 Keturah Manoharan 10 110 

16 Kezia Regan  10 110 

17 Latha Chittaranjan 10 30 

18 Mahilini Santhosh 10 110 

19 Manya Malhotra 10 110 

20 Natalia Regan  10 110 

21 Nirmala Naveendhar 10 110 

22 Ranjini Inbaraj 10 110 

23 Rohan Abraham Stanley  10 110 
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24 Santosh Dhyriam 10 110 

25 Shekinah Dhyriam 10 110 

26 Shilpa Malhotra 10 110 

27 Shreya Dhyriam 10 110 

28 Tasha Grace  10 110 

29 Zibia Thiraviaraj - 20 

30 Zoey Emmanuel 10 110 
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Why EānMé? 

‘EānMé’ – literally meaning “unless” in Greek – has its roots in St. 
Thomas the Apostle’s words of doubt. It is based on his famous words to 
the Risen Lord in St. John 20:25: “…Unless I see in His hands the print 
of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and put my hand 
into His side, I will not believe.” 

‘Unless’ or ‘except’ in the King James Version is translated from the 
Greek word ‘EānMé’ εανμε (eh-an’ may) meaning: before, but, except, 
not or unless.  

 
We welcome your original contributions to the 
EānMé in the form of articles (word limit: 840), 
poems, Protestant church pictures for the cover, or 
information relevant to the season. Please send 
your entries by hard/soft copy to reach the STEC 
church office stthomasenglishchur@bsnl.in or 
stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com by the 20th of 
every month. 

You can read the current issue of EānMé online at 
http://www.santhomeenglishchurch.org/. A few earlier issues have been 
archived on `CSI St. Thomas English Church’ facebook page. 

Sunday bulletin temporarily suspended due to pandemic.  
 
We are on Social Media! 
‘Like’ our Church page on Facebook to stay updated 
https://www.facebook.com/StThomasEnglishChurch 
 
Join our Church group on Facebook to connect with 
each other and share / view pictures of church events 
https://www.facebook.com/CSI St. Thomas English Church, Santhome 
 
‘Follow’ @CSI_STEC on Twitter 
 
`Follow’ @csi_stec on Instagram 
 

Travelling on work or vacation?  
Don’t forget to click a picture! 
If you happen to visit or see a beautiful, historic Protestant 
church that you think should be on our EānMé cover, please 
click a hi-res picture and e-mail it, along with a short note 
about the Church, to stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com 

https://www.facebook.com/StThomasEnglishChurch
https://www.facebook.com/
mailto:stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com
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If you would like to join, participate in or use your time and effort for the 
Ministries, Fellowships and activities of the Church, please get in touch 
with the following people: 
 
Sunday School – Grace Rathnam  
Blossoms for Christ (Tamil Sunday School) – Sheeba Roshan 
Adult Fellowship – Ajit Stanley Moses 
Choir – Anila Manoharan 
Women’s Fellowship – Vasanthi Premkumar  
Men’s Fellowship – Milton Sigamoney 
Rapha (Hospital Ministry) – Zibia Thiraviaraj  
Church Library – Shailaja Henry  
Eco (Garden) – Premalatha Samuel 
Evangelism – Nirmala Stephen  
EānMé, Website Content, Facebook, Twitter & Instagram moderation – 
Fabiola Jacob 
Multimedia Production – Aroop Samuel 
Weekly Bulletin (Pew Sheets) – Kavita Edward 
Education Ministry (School) – Gemina Martin 
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 FELLOWSHIP PROGRAMMES 
 

Sunday School  : 

English: Sunday – 4:30 pm online 

Tamil: Sunday – 4:30 pm (currently suspended 

due to pandemic) 

Women’s Fellowship : Saturday - 4:30 pm online 

Men’s Fellowship : Thursday - 6:30 pm online 

Adults’ Fellowship  : Saturday – 6:30 pm online 

Hospital visit  : 
II Sunday - 10:15 am (currently suspended due 

to pandemic) 

   

   

 

 

 

PASTORATE  

COMMITTEE 

MEMBERS 

 

Mr. Bright Joseph D. 

Mr. Ranjan Selvakumar C. 

Mr. Roshan Soundarapandian 

Mr. Santhakumar S. 

Mr. Wesley Isaac P. 

Mrs. Saroja Bai Godwin 

Mrs. Shilpa Nisha Malhotra 

   

  

 

 

The Rt. Rev. Dr. J. George Stephen 
Bishop in Madras 

 

Rev. J. Paul Sudhakar 
Chairman and Presbyter-in-charge 

 
Mr. Milton Sigamoney 
Mr. Ajit Stanley Moses 

Lay Readers 

             Dr. S. Rabinder Boaz 
             Secretary 

Mrs. Gemina Martin 
Treasurer 
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WORSHIP SERVICES – PLAN FOR DECEMBER 2021 

Date and 
Time 

Day Services and Preacher Theme Stewards for Bible Reading 
and Offertory 

5.12.2021 
7:30 am 

 
 
 

The Second 
Sunday of 

Advent 

Annual 
Thanksgiving 

Festival 

 
Sung Eucharist 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul 
Sudhakar 
 
 

 
Thanksgiving 

for harvest 

Deut. 26: 1 – 11  
Psalm 65 
I Timothy 6: 6 – 12  
St. Luke 21: 1 - 4  
 
ATF Conveners 

12.12.2021 
7:30 am 

 
 
 
 

The Third 
Sunday of 

Advent 

Gift Sunday 

 
Sung Matins 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul 
Sudhakar 

 
Deliverance 

from the 
bondage of sin 

 

Exodus 14: 1-14 
Psalm 37: 1-12 
Romans 8: 1-11 
St. John 8: 31-38 
 
Fellowships 

19.12.2021 
7:30 am 

 
 
 

6:00 pm 
 

The Fourth 
Sunday of 

Advent 

 

 
Sung Eucharist 
Sermon: Mrs. Meghala 
Ratnaiya and team 
 
Carol service by STEC 
choir followed by Parish 
dinner 

 
Maranatha –  
O Lord, come 

Deut. 18: 15-22 
Psalm 28 
I Cor. 16: 13-24 
St. John 1: 1-14 
 
Choristers 
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24.12.2021 
11:30pm  

 
 
 
 

Christmas Eve 
festival service 

 
Sung Eucharist 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul 
Sudhakar 
 
 

 
 

Peace on 
earth  

 

Isaiah 52: 7-10 
Psalm 96 
Titus 2: 11-14 
St. Luke 1: 67-79 
 
Dr. Rabinder Boaz & family 

25.12.2021 
8:00 am 

Christmas Day  
Sung Eucharist 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul 
Sudhakar 
 

 
Christmas – a 

new dawn 
 

 
Isaiah 9: 1-7 
Psalm 98 
Galatians 4: 1-7 
St. Luke 2: 1-14 

26.12.2021 
7:30 am 

The First 
Sunday of 
Christmas  

Family Sunday 

 
Sung Eucharist 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul 
Sudhakar 
 

Family as 
healing space 

 
 

Genesis 33: 1-11 
Psalm 91 
Ephesians 6: 1-9 
St. Luke 15: 11-24 
Mr. Swithun Manoharan & family 

31.12.2021 
11:30 pm 

New Year Eve 
watchnight 

service  

 
Sung Eucharist 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul 
Sudhakar 
 

Come to the 
Lord and 
rejoice 

Isaiah 1: 1-20 
Psalm 89: 1-18 
Acts 16: 19-34 
St. Luke 19: 1-10 
 
Mr. Martin King & family 

1.1.2022 
8:00 am 

New Year Day 

Covenant Day 

 
Sung Eucharist 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul 
Sudhakar 
 

 
God’s call for 

committed 
partnership 

Deut. 10: 12 – 22  
Psalm 23 
I Thes. 4: 1- 8  
St. Mark 10: 35 – 45  


