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Dearly beloved,  
 
Greetings in the name of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. 
 
It is time for us to thank and praise God for all the 
good blessings we have received from His hands, 
particularly as we complete ten months of this year.  
 

November draws our attention to many significant events and days 
during the calendar year. Beginning with All Saints Day, the All Souls 
Day, the Children’s Sunday and the start of the Advent season.  
 
One important aspect of our church - maintenance and repair work - 
needs to be addressed. As we all know, we are blessed with a beautiful 
building and structure which is of archeological importance. But time and 
again the roof of the church needs care and curing because of the water 
leakage. We need to accept the fact that as this building is close to the 
sea, it is prone to corrosion. This year we as a church and the pastorate 
committee have committed to fix this issue and have begun the work. I 
am reminded of the words of King David who said, “Here I am, living in a 
house of cedar, while the ark of God remains in a tent.” II Sam 7:2. David 
valued the tabernacle as the place of God’s dwelling and he was careful 
to keep it in a way it should be kept. This work does need quite an 
amount of money, and I believe the Lord will help us in taking care of His 
place.   
 
The second important thing which draws our attention is towards the 
children of our Church. The efforts we take and the pains we go through 
in enabling our children to have a good education and to be groomed 
well are incomparable. We do set our priorities according to our 
children’s education, travel etc. How much more should it be for us to 
have our children trained in faith. It is not easy to get our children to love 
the Lord, the church, the ministries and ministers. It is for us to have this 
concern deeply rooted in us. How safe it would be for our children to 
know the Lord in person, so that in future, 
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 they may be guided in all of life’s challenges. Sunday school plays an 
important role and our concern towards our Sunday school and the 
children should be given priority.  
 
The third important aspect is our church’s Anniversary celebration. We 
are entering into the 180th year of our church’s journey of faith. I 
personally feel this should give us the opportunity to thank God and 
fittingly celebrate the faith, ministry and witness of our church. Surely, 
our Pastorate Committee would take up this agenda and chart out events 
and programs that would please the Lord at this time of thanksgiving and 
celebration. 
Finally friends, our dear Bishop has given his advice and guidance 
regarding the serving and celebration of the Holy Communion. It should 
be possible to have the communion served anytime soon. But this time, 
our church roof work and the monsoon is holding us up. I only wish and 
pray that this would be completed soon and we would be able to gather 
around His table for the true love feast, where the Father Himself breaks 
the bread for His children. God bless you all. 

Yours in His joyful service,  

Rev. J. Paul Sudhakar 

Presbyter-in-charge and Chairman 
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LITTLE SAINTS 
 

A girl was once helping her grandfather clean a 
medieval chapel. She looked at the beautiful stained-
glass windows and asked him, “who are those people 

up there?”, to which her grandfather replied, “they are the Saints.” “But I 
only see them when the light shines through!” exclaimed the girl.  
 
What a wonderful definition of the saints of God! Yes, a saint is someone 
who lets the light shine through – not just in happy times, but in pain and 
suffering too.  A poignant revelation of truth through the eyes of a child. 
 
Sainthood 
Often, we tend to think that saints are people of the past who lived 
perfect lives and performed miracles like Jesus. They are remembered in 
the church calendar, often forgotten these days, and our association with 
them stops there. 
 
But in the Scripture, the word ‘saint’ is actually used to refer to anyone 
who belongs to God through faith in Christ. In other words, saints are 
people like us. They responded to the high calling of serving God, 
reflecting their relationship with Him in all circumstances, wherever they 
went, in whatever they did.  
 
Called to be Saints 
We find Jesus telling Nicodemus in John 3:19, “And this is the judgment: 
the light has come into the world, and people loved the darkness rather 
than the light because their works were evil.” And when Jesus tells 
believers “You are the light of the world” (Matt. 5:14), He is in a sense 
urging us towards Christlikeness. As children of God, we have been 
given the opportunity to shine the light of His love into a dark and dying 
world.   
 
That is why the apostle Paul prayed that the eyes and understanding of 
his readers would be opened to think of themselves as the treasured 
inheritance of Christ and saints of God (Eph. 1:18). It is an invitation to 
let the light of Christ shine through us, as in this beautiful hymn by Dean 
Robert Willis. 
 
You can listen to it here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QzSB0ilaR70  
 
In a world where people walk in darkness 
Let us turn our faces to the light, 
to the light of God revealed in Jesus, 
to the Daystar scattering our night. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QzSB0ilaR70
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Refrain: 
For the light is stronger than the darkness 
And the day will overcome the night. 
Though the shadows linger all around us, 
Let us turn our faces to the light. 
 
In a world where suff'ring of the helpless 
Casts a shadow all along the way, 
Let us bear the Cross of Christ with gladness 
And proclaim the dawning of the day. 
 
Let us light a candle in the darkness, 
In the face of death, a sign of life. 
As a sign of hope where all seems hopeless, 
As a sign of peace in place of strife. 

 
                                                         Fabiola Jacob 

 
 

 

 



 

  

Gracing our cover this month, is the majestic Cathedral 
of St. Alexander Nevsky, Sofia, Bulgaria, 
photographed by Dr. Johann Boaz. 
 
About the Cathedral: 
The St. Alexander Nevsky Cathedral is a Bulgarian 
Orthodox Cathedral in Sofia, the capital of Bulgaria. Built 

in Neo-Byzantine style, it serves as the cathedral church of the Patriarch 
of Bulgaria and it is believed to be one of the 50 largest Christian church 
buildings by volume in the world. It is one of Sofia's symbols and primary 
tourist attractions. 
 
The building of the cathedral was connected to Bulgaria’s liberation from 
the rule of the Ottoman Empire in 1879. Since at that time, the 
Bulgarians didn’t have an army, the Russians had political interests in 
the region and a main part of the war was undertaken by the Russian 
army. After the end of the Russian-Turkish War of 1878-1879, the 
grateful Bulgarian people wanted to build a monument to all the brave 
men, Bulgarian and Russian, who fought and died for the liberation of the 
country. 
 
The construction took 30 years, as the ongoing wars at the time delayed 
the official opening of the cathedral for yet another 12 years, until 1924. It 
was also heavily damaged during WWII, when American and British 
planes bombed Sofia. 
 
The Cathedral is named after Alexander Nevsky, a 13th-century prince, 
later declared a saint, who engaged in some of the toughest battles of 
the Kievan Rus (a Slavic tribal federation, the ancestors of today’s 
Russia). Saint Alexander Nevsky was the personal patron-saint of the 
Emperor Alexander II of Russia, who ruled the country during the 
liberation war of Bulgaria, and was chosen as the patron of the cathedral 
as a gesture of respect and gratefulness. 
 
The cathedral has 12 bells, all created in Moscow and brought to Sofia. 
The biggest of them weighs 12 tons, while the smallest is only 10 kg. The 
outer dome of the cathedral is covered in gold. The central dome inside 
has the Lord's Prayer inscribed around it, in thin gold letters. 
 
Rare and expensive materials were used to furnish the interior of the 
cathedral as well – Italian marble, Brazilian onyx, Indian alabaster and 
chandeliers from Munich. 
 
In the crypt of the cathedral is a small museum dedicated to Christian art 
where you can see a collection of unique icons and murals 
characterizing the development of Bulgarian religious art. 

Source: The Internet 
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ARE WE RESPONSIBLE 
FOR MAKING JESUS HOMELESS? 

 
We all want a warm house to stay,  
Some have comfortable houses to live their days; 
Many others don’t have this facility, 
Very many such people live in our community. 
 
In Pune as a school teacher I got a job, 
I was given a room that leaked everywhere, except on my cot, 
One woman wanted to know why so many houses are locked and kept, 
When her children in a thatched leaky house slept. 
 
Many labourers sleep on the roadside at night, 
People going in air-conditioned cars don’t give a thought to this sight; 
Many a times we do not welcome Jesus into our homes, one could bet, 
He is out in the cold with His raven black hair getting wet. 
 
Jesus mentioned about the beggar Lazarus’ fate, 
Lying with sores and hungry outside the rich man’s gate; 
He was never ever given some leftover food, 
His sores were licked by dogs that near him stood. 
 
On the judgment day on earth, the sheep and goats on right and left will 
stay separate, 
To the goats on the left He will say, that when He was homeless, to take 
Him in they could not tolerate; 
Goats will ask when Jesus was homeless and was in need? 
“What you did not do to the least of these brethren, you did not do to Me 
in deed!” 
 
Those who throw their parents out, who are old, 
They are actually throwing Jesus out in the cold; 
Jesus is left out with hunger and pain, 
Jesus pulled you out of hell, with salvation to gain. 

Prema Jayasundar 

 

 
 



 

  

CONSECRATION OF CSI THANGAMMA ARAVAMUTHAN 
MEMORIAL CHURCH – A REPORT 

 
Fondly called ‘Thangamma’, my mother-in-law was the eldest and only 
daughter of Kizhakeveedu of Mavelikara in the state of Kerala. 
Remembered as a prayer warrior with tearful eyes, she was also gently 
known as “dove eyes”.  
 
Married to Aravamuthan, the only convert in his family from 
Kumbakonam in the state of Tamil Nādu, who was groomed in the Lord 
by Amy Carmichael of Dohnavur Fellowship, they were both united in the 
joy of honouring the Lord in a divine calling from above.  
 
Thangamma learnt and prayed and preached in Tamil. Prayer and 
sisters in prayer was her only passion. “She walked with God and was 
not” this is how her life was been modelled. In her centenary year, her 
maternal family wished to build a church with a “beautiful gate” in the 
state of Tamil Nadu, which she had embraced as home.  
 
While her family were waiting on the Lord and seeking, the Pastorate at 
Goonipalayam were praying. This Church was the answer to the prayer 
of supplication with thanksgiving of the women and children of the 
church, who were congregating in a small school premises with most of 
the members seated outside. It was just not challenges that were 
mounting for the requisite approvals, it was a battle not ours but the 
Lord’s. For the Bible verse (Luke 9:62) says “No man having put his 
hand to the plough, and looking back is fit for the Kingdom of God”. As 
the Goonipalayam sisters continued the vigilance in prayer for the last 
five years, following all plans and protocol, C S I Thangamma 
Aravamuthan Memorial church was dedicated for HIS glory on 16 
September 2021.  
 
With prayer and hope that more would seek the Lord and be saved by 
HIM, the church is designed to accommodate a hundred families and a 
baptism tank has been built adjacent to it. The altar has a Cross of blue 
stained glass, reflecting in the altar isle from the entrance to the altar. 
The theme of grapevine is on the rails and the door has the verse “I am 
the true Vine… Abide in Me, and I in you.” (John 15: 1 - 4). The 40 feet 
high Cross above the Church, is four dimensional, and can be seen from 
all four directions. The bell tower depicts the outstretched arms of our 
Lord and Saviour. 
 
As the doors are opened for worship, we pray that at Goonipalayam, the 
true heart of worship will be restored. The Pastors - former Rev. 
Jonathan Leckler, Present Rev. Paul Prem Doss and Catechist Ida 
Pramila - are a family for us in HIM. All glory and honour to HIS name. 
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The promise verse from the word of God for the Aravamuthan family and 
Pastorate is “The glory of this latter house shall be greater than of the 
former, saith the LORD of hosts: and in this place will I give peace, saith 
the LORD of hosts.” (Haggai 2:9) 
 

Nirmala Stephen 
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THANK GOD FOR LOCKDOWNS! 

Lockdowns during the last 20 months have been daunting, challenging 
and for some of us, frightening.  God had used many such lockdowns as 
a means of blessing. 
 
Noah and his family:  Sin was rampant and hell was running loose.  
Noah being righteous found grace in the eyes of the Lord.  He built an 
ark as the Lord commanded him.  The first ever lockdown on humanity 
was imposed to protect them from the imminent punishment. (Gen. 
7:16). Noah’s family did not know how long the lockdown would continue.  
They just waited patiently on the Lord.  Their lockdown came to an end 
after more than a year.   

 
Elijah:  The whole land of Israel was led into Baal’s worship.  As per the 
instructions of God, Elijah prophesied that there would be no rain.  Then 
God commanded him to “go and hide.”  His lockdown lasted for 3½ 
years.  God fed him supernaturally through ravens and a widow. On 
God’s command, Elijah challenged Ahab for an open demonstration.  
The challenge in Mount Carmel enabled many Israelites to trust the living 
God.  Three years of drought came to an end by a copious rainfall.  The 
three years of hiding was not in vain. 

 
Jonah:  His lockdown period was three days 
inside the belly of a big fish.  Though Jonah 
rebelled and displeased God, the Lord never 
deserted him.  It was God who commanded 
the storm, prepared the great fish and later 
rescued him. 

 
Paul: Paul spent 5 to 6 years in various prisons, from where he wrote 
‘Prison Epistles’, viz. Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians and Philemon.  
His lockdown gave the New Testament Church the needed doctrinal and 
practical guidelines for Christian living. 
 
John:  Jesus entrusted His mother Mary to John at the cross.  In 95 AD, 
John refused to worship the then Roman Emperor and so was 
imprisoned in the island of Patmos.  God revealed to him the things to 
come, during his lockdown period of one year. His writing - the book of 
Revelation - completed the New Testament canon which gives us the 
hope to endure persecution. 
 
Let us yearn for spiritual lockdowns to spend time with the Lord.  May 
God make us a channel of blessing to many during these lockdowns! 

Compiled by Ventriloquist Shanthakumar from “Blessing” 
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PREMI AUNTY’S ARCHIVES 
 
“A good person leaves an inheritance for their children’s children” - 
Proverbs 13:22  
It’s been a whole year since dear Aunty Premella Soundarapandian left 
for her eternal home to be with the Heavenly Father she loved and 
served. Considering the fact that Aunty’s life revolved around STEC 
Sunday school and choir, it was typical of her to keep a record of songs, 
sermons and prayers which touched her heart. 
 
Going through her books, I found 263 Sunday school songs beautifully 
hand written, attendance records of children in the 90’s and printed 
booklets of VBS songs and chorus books printed in the early 90’s too. 
Aunty often said that she indulged in writing as it kept her from sleeping 
during the day and hence sat at the dining table writing something or the 
other.  
 
Her collection of promises, songs and prayers are certainly a great 
inheritance to leave behind. The following prayer poem “How to start the 
day” (author unknown) is from her collection. I found it typed and neatly 
folded in her song book: 
 
How to start the day: 
 
From the crown of my head to the soles of my feet 
I give to Jesus my being complete, 
For guidance and wisdom throughout this day, 
Every step that I take, every word that I say 
 
Cause me to meet the ones I should see 
Help me to speak the words I should say, 
Keep me from folks, whoever they be, 
Unless I can help them or they can help me. 
 
Help me to treat others as I’d have them treat me 
And as I forgive others, dear Lord forgive me, 
Temper each word and act with Thy love 
And give me the wisdom that comes from above. 
 
Keep me from sickness, accidents and sin 
And help me be patient and kind to all men, 
Give me faith and hope I humbly pray 
With courage and strength throughout the day. 
 
I thank Thee for life, for home and love, 
For food and raiment - gifts from above- 
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For Jesus Who died to save me from sin, 
For life everlasting through His name. Amen 

Shobana Soundarapandian 

 
 

WRITE TO US! 
Do you have a comment on the articles, a fresh 
new idea or feedback about the EanMe that 
you would like to share with other readers? Mail 
it to stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com with 
‘EanMe MailBox’ in the subject. The best letters 
will be published in the next issue of the 
EanMe. 

 
 
PRAYER TIME: 
Do you have a prayer point that you would like to share with our Church 
prayer group? Please mail it to stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com or 
drop it in the box at the main door of our Church, so that it can be 
included in the prayer list.  
 
 

mailto:stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com
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“Into this world, this demented inn in which 
there is absolutely no room for him at all, 
Christ comes uninvited.” – Thomas Merton 

 
“At this Christmas when Christ comes, will He find a warm heart? Mark 
the season of Advent by loving and serving the others with God’s own 
love and concern.” – Mother Teresa 
 
“Let’s approach Christmas with an expectant hush, rather than a last-
minute rush.” – Anonymous 

 

 
 
 

https://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/easy_find?Ntt=Thomas+Merton&N=0&Ntk=keywords&action=Search&Ne=0&event=ESRCG&nav_search=1&cms=1&ps_exit=RETURN&ps_domain=www&p=1192773


 

  



 

  

A THANK YOU NOTE! 
 

A year and a half has been spent on worshipping through Zoom, as no 
Covid or lockdown could halt the Sunday morning service. It was a new 
and unique experience. It just did not happen magically, as people 
worked tirelessly for it. They need to be appreciated and thanked, so 
here I go… 
 
Thank you for the music, the songs we’re singing… Without songs, 
worship would have been mundane, a big thank you to the Manoharans 
for bringing life into Zoom worship from Mandavelipakkam.  Thank you 
Anila, Swithun, Aria and Keturah for your soulful music which filled our 
homes every Sunday morning. Dedication and hours of practice was 
seen in the splendid coordination of your voices.  
 
Technology was used to its maximum by Ajit Moses, Roopsingh, Melvin 
and Swithun. A big ‘thank you’ to you all for using this virtual platform to 
telecast the most awaited Sunday morning service without glitches. You 
uploaded hymns, prayers, the Word of God and names of people 
celebrating birthdays and anniversaries, week after week. You made it 
comfortable for us to sit and relax and watch the screen. Thank you once 
again.  
 
EanMe - the church’s monthly magazine - made its way into our digital 
magazine racks, thanks to Fabiola Jacob, the Editor of EanMe. Trust me, 
beginning from “A word from the Pastor” to the “Worship plan for the 
month” at the end, everything was meticulously planned and executed, 
we did not miss out on anything. All the regular features were there. 
Thank you Faby! 
 
Worship is not complete without Pastor, I thank you Pastor – Rev. Paul 
Sudhakar – for your patience week after week to render sermons, 
prayers and announcement in church. Empty pews did not dampen your 
powerful messages. By your presence in every fellowship, you did take 
care of our spiritual needs.  
 
The active participation of parishioners cannot be overlooked. They 
waited patiently for the service to start, well attired, with absolute 
reverence and dedication week after week, a big ‘thank you’ to you. 
Fellowship at the end of service was the ultimate, people calling out 
names, enquiring about each other’s health, wishing people, celebrating 
birthdays and anniversaries, commenting on sarees, looks… everything 
said and done brought back memories of worship in church.  
 
No pandemic or lockdown had the ability to thwart the worship or the 
bond we experienced every week. The cross united us to stand in 
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oneness as a believing community. With a grateful heart, let us thank 
JESUS CHRIST for blessing us with this beautiful church and brethren. 
 
There is none like You God, nor are there any works like Yours. All the 
nations You have made shall come and worship before You, and glorify 
Your Name. For You are great and do wondrous things; You alone are 
GOD. Psalm 86: 8-10 

Ana Frederick 
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`HIDE THEM IN YOUR HEART' - A SCRIPTURE CHALLENGE! 
 
Can you memorize St. Matthew 6:5-15 before 28 November 2021? 
 
If this offer appeals to you, please approach 
Roshan Soundarapandian (Mobile No: 98403 
88365) - a surprise awaits you! 
The winners will be announced in next month's 
EanMe!  
Of course, prizes would follow! 
Anyone can rise to the opportunity - no age limit 
– all the best!  
 
Why the Scripture Challenge? 
There is no other single discipline in Christian life that is more rewarding 
than memorizing Scripture. Our prayer life will be strengthened. Our 
witnessing will be sharper and effective. Our attitude and perspective will 
begin to change. Our mind will become alert, observant and confident, 
enhancing our faith in ourselves and in God. 
 
We need to hide God's Word in our hearts so that we don't sin against 
Him. Carrying Scripture in our hands and also in our hearts is a way to 
cherish God's Word, creating an amazing opportunity to meditate on the 
truth and hastening the process of transforming us into Christ-likeness. 
When we fill our minds with the Word of God, we build a barrier between 
us and the enemy. The more verses you memorize, the barricade 

becomes higher and stronger. 
 
The Word of God brings us wisdom, strength and 
hope. It gives assurance, solace, power and 
authority. Above all we will enjoy peace of mind. So 
come, let's indulge in this overwhelming experience! 

 
Winners:  

Name 
 
 

July 
2021 

Aug 
2021 

Sep 
2021 

Oct  
2021 

Aggregate 

Psalm 
119: 

145-152 

Psalm 
119: 

153-160 

Psalm 
119: 

161-168 

Psalm 
119: 

169-176 

Ezekiel David     8 

Felicia William     10 

Gino Jaden Paul     4 

Iris Manoharan     10 

Jadon Titus Muller     9 
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Jemima Thilagan     10 

Jeremy Roopsingh     8 

Johnsson Jaden 
Dhyriam 


   10 

Jonathan Ethan 
Dhyriam 

 
   10 

Jonathan Roopsingh     8 

Joshua Emmanuel     10 

Judah Stephen     2 

Keturah Manoharan     10 

Kezia Regan     5 

Latha Chittaranjan     2 

M. Hema     7 

Manya Lily Malhotra     10 

Natalia Regan     8 

Pamela Bridget      7 

Priya Muller     9 

Rachel Dhiraviaraj     10 

Ranjini Inbaraj     10 

Rohan Abraham 
Stanley 


   10 

Santhosh Dhyriam     10 

Shekinah Dhyriam     10 

Shreya Dhyriam     10 

Zoey Emmanuel     10 

 
 

GEMS FROM THE BIBLE 
 

Put them in your heart-bank – memorize 
and use them! 

 Your children shall be taught by the Lord. 

– Isaiah 54:13 

 Jesus said, "Let the little children come to Me". – Matthew 19:14 

 Children are a heritage from the Lord. – Psalm 127: 3  

 Joy to hear that my children are walking in the truth. – III John 1:4 

 Children, obey your parents…this pleases the Lord. – Colossians 

3:20 
Shobana Soundarapandian 



 

  

EDITH PEARL MORGAN –  
PIONEER OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

 
“Jesus took the children in His arms, put His hands 
on them and blessed them” Mark 10:16 
 

Edith Pearl Morgan, one of the founders of the Vacation Bible School in 
India, was born in Minneapolis, America to Ray Morgan and Ida. Edith 
learnt about the love of Jesus Christ from her parents. She had the 
opportunity to attend summer camps and was influenced by the 
missionaries at a young age.  
 
Having the desire to do missionary work, Edith completed her degree in 
a Christian college. She organized prayer cells and during one such 
prayer meeting, God spoke to her clearly through John 20:21 “Again 
Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent Me I am sending 
you”. She surrendered herself to the Lord and in 1944, through World 
Gospel Organisation, she came to India with three of her friends.  
 
Ministering in India 
Edith Morgan stayed in Bangarapet, Karnataka and served in the South 
Indian Bible School (SIBS), where she met fellow American missionaries 
Rev. Lester and Mary Hamilton who shared her passion for a ministry 
aimed at children, along with P. Samuel – as the forerunners of the 
Vacation Bible School movement in India. They based it on the VBS 
conducted in America for children, started by Dr. Hawes and his wife 
Eliza, at the Epiphany Baptist Church, New York in 1898. The curriculum 
involved the Bible lessons, missionary stories, memorizing Bible verses, 
crafts, games and songs for the children – and had grown to be 
immensely popular. 
 
The first VBS session in South India, was held in May 1952, in a small 
village called Kovilpatti in south Tamil Nadu, with 75 children and 8 
teachers. Rev. Duraisamy, the Pastor of Kovilpatti, prayed and started 
the first VBS. in India.  
 
 On 26–30 December 1959, nearly 25 Vacation Bible School Friends 
(committed young people) gathered at 211, Dhanaskodi Street, Kovilpatti 
of Tirunelveli district of Tamil Nadu and started a Praying Movement 
which later grew into the Friends Missionary Prayer Band. 
 
From strength to strength 
In the summer of 1953, VBS was conducted in two places in Tuticorin 
and Kovilpatti. About 500 children participated eagerly. Then in May 
1954, Edith Morgan, P Samuel and Mrs. Hamilton started VBS in 
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Palayamkottai. In 1957, V.B.S. classes were conducted in 30 places in 
Tirunelveli district and soon spread to all the villages around. 
  
In 1972, Edith Morgan had to return to America. There she learnt the 
language to teach the deaf and conducted special service and camps for 
them. She spent her last days in fervent prayer – especially for the 
spiritual welfare of children.  

Courtesy: https://percykids.wordpress.com 
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O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL 
 

This hymn is ancient, not only in its text, but also in its 
music. While the tune used today was not really 
finalized until the 1800s, it is based on plainsong, the 
type of music used in the church during medieval 
times. The lack of strict rhythmic measures gives the 
tune a free-flowing style. You can almost imagine the 

simple intervals echoing through a stone cathedral. 
 
The text developed without the chorus as a series of liturgical phrases 
used during Advent. Each stanza concentrates on a different Biblical 
name for Christ, making this hymn a rich source for Christian meditation. 
Jesus is Emmanuel – “God with us”, “Wisdom from on high”, “Desire of 
nations” and “Dayspring”. 
 
O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel. 
That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear. 
 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 
O come, Thou Rod of Jesse, free 
Thine own from Satan’s tyranny; 
From depths of hell Thy people save, 
And give them victory o’er the grave. 
 
O come, Thou Dayspring, come and cheer 
Our spirits by Thine Advent here; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night 
And death’s dark shadows put to flight. 
 
O come, Thou Key of David, come, 
And open wide our heavenly home; 
Make safe the way that leads on high 
And close the path to misery. 
 
O come, O come, Thou Lord of Might, 
Who to Thy tribes, on Sinai’s height, 
In ancient times didst give the law 
In cloud, and majesty, and awe. 
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LORD SHAFTESBURY – 
FRIEND OF CHIMNEY SWEEPS 

 
Anthony Ashley-Cooper, the 7th Earl of 
Shaftesbury, was a politician, philanthropist 
and social and industrial reformer in 19th 

century England. He used his position as an MP and well-connected 
aristocrat to improve conditions for workers in factories, textile mills and 
mines, and to end child labour. He rejected the opportunity for high office 
which his connections created for him and championed education for 
poor children. A fiercely committed evangelical Christian of the Church of 
England, his devout faith in Jesus Christ inspired his life of good works. 
 
Early childhood 
Born the son of the sixth earl of Shaftesbury in April 1801, Anthony 
Ashley-Cooper was raised in a home devoid of parental affection. 
Virtually all he knew of love he experienced through the kindness of a 
maid named Maria Millis, who read Bible verses to him and taught him 
prayers. It was to her that he later traced the beginning of his evangelical 
Christianity. 
 
Aged seven, the young Shaftesbury was sent to boarding school and 
from there to Harrow. He studied classics at Christ Church, Oxford.  
Shaftesbury was a devout Christian when he became a Member of 
Parliament in 1826. He felt God had called him "to devote whatever 
advantages he might have bestowed … in the cause of the weak, the 
helpless, both man and beast, and those who had none to help them." In 
1830 he married Lady Emily Cowper. They had six sons and four 
daughters. 
 
Champion of the poor 
Two years into Parliament, Shaftesbury commenced his efforts to 
alleviate the injustices caused by the Industrial Revolution, which 
included acts that prohibited employment of women and children in coal 
mines, provided care for the insane, established a ten-hour day for 
factory workers, and outlawed employing young boys as chimney 
sweeps. 
 
In 1840 he helped set up the Children’s Employment Commission. Its 
first report on mines and collieries shocked society – most people were 
unaware that women and children worked underground. Shaftesbury had 
discovered that boys as young as four and five were being used. 
Shaftesbury’s Mines Act of 1842 banned all women, girls and boys under 
10 from working underground. 
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He also campaigned against the use of small boys as chimney sweeps, 
becoming chairman of the Climbing Boys Society. A complete ban took 
decades of pressure but by 1875 he had helped introduce laws to 
regulate the trade. 
 
Privately he promoted the building of model tenements (on his own 
estate) and "ragged schools" for waifs. For years he served as president 
of the British and Foreign Bible Society. He ardently supported the 
London City Mission, the Church Missionary Society, and the Young 
Men's Christian Association. He was associated with 33 philanthropic 
organizations in his life. 
 
His commitment to spread the gospel led him to start a movement to 
hold religious services in theatres and music halls. Controversy ensued, 
forcing him to defend the movement in the House of Lords against 
charges that Christianity would be compromised if it were associated 
with scenes of frivolous entertainment. 
 
His brother's keeper 
The driving force of all this social activity was his faith. Some of the more 
important guiding principles expressed in Shaftesbury’s writings include: 

 "By everything true, everything holy, you are your brother's keeper." 

 "Creed and colour, latitude and longitude, make no difference in the 
essential nature of man." 

 "Social reforms, so necessary, so indispensable, require as much of 
God's grace as a change of heart." 

 "What is morally right can never be politically wrong, and what is 
morally wrong can never be politically right." 

 "No man… can persist from the beginning of his life to the end of it in 
a course of generosity, [or] in a course of virtue … unless he is 
drawing from the fountain of our Lord himself." 

Though he had high ideals as a legislator, Shaftesbury was a realist. He 
often agreed to compromises to win ground for his causes. For example, 
he wanted the Board School curriculum to include Bible teaching: "The 
teaching of the Bible," he argued, "should be essential and not an extra" 
– and he had his way! 
 
When Lord Shaftesbury died in Folkestone in October 1885 aged 84, his 
death provoked national grief at the loss of ‘the People’s Earl’. Crowds of 
people from parts of society he had championed lined the route of his 
funeral cortège to pay respects as it passed through London to 
Westminster Abbey, before he was buried at Wimborne. He is 
remembered with a larger-than-life white marble statue near the west 
door of Westminster Abbey. 

Courtesy: www.christianity.org.uk/ 

http://www.christianity.org.uk/


 

  



 

  

BIBLE QUIZ FOR ALL 

 
All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness. - II Timothy 3:16 
 
God honours and promises to bless all those who respect, love and 
meditate on His precious Word. It is the most valuable possession we 
own because it is our Father's love letter to us. Everything else will pass 
away, 'but the Word of God stands forever'. - Isaiah 40:8. 
The quiz is open to participants of all ages.  
Answers should be given by the 27th of the month.  Late entries will not 
be considered.  
Answers should be mailed to sheebs@hotmail.com or given to Mrs. 
Sheeba Roshan in person. 
Names of participants with score will be mentioned in the next issue.  
Winners will be awarded at the end of the year. 
 
QUIZ 11 
Portion:  I John, II John, III John & Jude 
 
1. What according to the author is the greatest joy?  
2. What is love according to John?  
3. Why is a person who hates his brother called a murderer?  
4. How does John introduce himself?  
5. What does he urge the lady to do?  
6. Who disputed about the body of Moses?  
7. What does the term' propitiation' mean?  
8. What do Christians ought to be, to the truth?  
9. What is the purpose of Jude's letter?  
10. Who refused to receive John? 
 
Answers to Quiz 10: 
 

1. To look after the widows and orphans, and not be polluted by the 
world. James1:27. 

2. Sin. James 1:14. 
3. Sodom and Gomorrah. 1. Pet 2:6. 
4. For being part of Christ's suffering. 1 Pe .4:13. 
5. Before his martyrdom. 2 Pet 1:13-15. 
6. Perseverance.  James 1:3. 
7. The humble.  James 4:6. 
8. Outward adornment as braided hair, gold jewelry and fine 

clothes.1 Pet 3:3. 
9. Our sins. 1 Pet 2:24. 
10. To sing songs of praise. Jam 5:13. 

mailto:sheebs@hotmail.com
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Points tally after Quiz 10: 
  

  
     Oct 2021  Aggregate 

1 Daniel Inbaraj  10 100 

2 Deepathavana Ranjan 10 100 

3 Dorothy Evangeline Joshua  10 100 

4 Esther Jayanthi Surya 10 100 

5 Felicia William 10 100 

6 Hannah Cheryl Daniel 10 100 

7 Jadon Titus Muller 10 100 

8 Jason Travis Daniel  10 100 

9 Jeremy Roopsingh 

 

10 80 

10 Joann Ignatius 10 100 

11 Johnsson Jaden Dhyriam 10 90 

12 Jonathan Ethan Dhyriam 10 90 

13 Jonathan Roopsingh 10 80 

14 Joshua Emmanuel 10 100 

15 Keturah Manoharan 10 100 

16 Kezia Regan  10 100 

17 Latha Chittaranjan 10 20 

18 Mahilini Santhosh 10 100 

19 Manya Malhotra 10 100 

20 Natalia Regan  10 100 

21 Nirmala Naveendhar 10 100 

22 Ranjini Inbaraj 10 100 

23 Rohan Abraham Stanley  10 100 

24 Santosh Dhyriam 10 100 

25 Shekinah Dhyriam 10 100 

26 Shilpa Malhotra 10 100 

27 Shreya Dhyriam 10 100 

28 Tasha Grace  10 100 

29 Zibia Thiraviaraj - 20 

30 Zoey Emmanuel 10 100 
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A merry heart is a good medicine! 
Once I saw this guy on a bridge about to jump.  I said, "Don't do it!" He 
said, "Nobody loves me."  I said, "God loves you. Do you believe in 
God?" 
He said, "Yes."  I said, "Are you a Christian or a Hindu?"  He said, "A 
Christian."  I said, "Me, too! Protestant or Catholic?"  He said, 
"Protestant."  I said, "Me, too! What franchise?"  
He said, "Baptist."  I said, "Me, too! Northern Baptist or Southern 
Baptist?"  He said, "Northern Baptist."  I said, "Die, heretic!" and I pushed 
him over.  Yes, Satan divides us to rule! 
 
A pastor fell out with his church council over various church policies and 
procedures, including how the finances were handled.  After bitter 
arguments and many nights of lost sleep, he decided to leave the 
congregation to take a job as a prison chaplain.  He preached his last 
sermon at the church on John 14:1-2: “I go to prepare a place for you!” 
 

Ventriloquist Shanthakumar 
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Each candle of the Advent wreath has a specific meaning related to the 
birth of Christ.  
I Sunday of Advent - The Prophecy Candle signifies Hope  
II Sunday of Advent - The Bethlehem Candle signifies Peace  
III Sunday of Advent (Gaudette Sunday) - The Shepherd's Candle 
signifies Joy 

IV Sunday of Advent - The Angel's Candle 
signifies Love 
Christmas Eve/Day - The Christ Candle  
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Why EānMé? 

‘EānMé’ – literally meaning “unless” in Greek – has its roots in St. 
Thomas the Apostle’s words of doubt. It is based on his famous words to 
the Risen Lord in St. John 20:25: “…Unless I see in His hands the print 
of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and put my hand 
into His side, I will not believe.” 

‘Unless’ or ‘except’ in the King James Version is translated from the 
Greek word ‘EānMé’ εανμε (eh-an’ may) meaning: before, but, except, 
not or unless.  

 
We welcome your original contributions to the 
EānMé in the form of articles (word limit: 840), 
poems, Protestant church pictures for the cover, or 
information relevant to the season. Please send 
your entries by hard/soft copy to reach the STEC 
church office stthomasenglishchur@bsnl.in or 
stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com by the 20th of 
every month. 

You can read the current issue of EānMé online at 
http://www.santhomeenglishchurch.org/. A few earlier issues have been 
archived on `CSI St. Thomas English Church’ facebook page. 

Sunday bulletin temporarily suspended due to pandemic.  
 
We are on Social Media! 
‘Like’ our Church page on Facebook to stay updated 
https://www.facebook.com/StThomasEnglishChurch 
 
Join our Church group on Facebook to connect with 
each other and share / view pictures of church events 
https://www.facebook.com/CSI St. Thomas English Church, Santhome 
 
‘Follow’ @CSI_STEC on Twitter 
 
`Follow’ @csi_stec on Instagram 
 

Travelling on work or vacation?  
Don’t forget to click a picture! 
If you happen to visit or see a beautiful, historic Protestant 
church that you think should be on our EānMé cover, please 
click a hi-res picture and e-mail it, along with a short note 
about the Church, to stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com 

https://www.facebook.com/StThomasEnglishChurch
https://www.facebook.com/
mailto:stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com
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If you would like to join, participate in or use your time and effort for the 
Ministries, Fellowships and activities of the Church, please get in touch 
with the following people: 
 
Sunday School – Grace Rathnam  
Blossoms for Christ (Tamil Sunday School) – Sheeba Roshan 
Adult Fellowship – Ajit Stanley Moses 
Choir – Anila Manoharan 
Women’s Fellowship – Vasanthi Premkumar  
Men’s Fellowship – Milton Sigamoney 
Rapha (Hospital Ministry) – Zibia Thiraviaraj  
Church Library – Shailaja Henry  
Eco (Garden) – Premalatha Samuel 
Evangelism – Nirmala Stephen  
EānMé, Website Content, Facebook, Twitter & Instagram moderation – 
Fabiola Jacob 
Multimedia Production – Aroop Samuel 
Weekly Bulletin (Pew Sheets) – Kavita Edward 
Education Ministry (School) – Gemina Martin 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Selvarajan Ponnaiya slept in the Lord on 12 Oct 2021 
 
Shanthakumari I. slept in the Lord on 22 Oct 2021 
 



34 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 FELLOWSHIP PROGRAMMES 
 

Sunday School  : 

English: Sunday – 4:30 pm online 

Tamil: Sunday – 4:30 pm (currently suspended 

due to pandemic) 

Women’s Fellowship : Saturday - 4:30 pm online 

Men’s Fellowship : Thursday - 6:30 pm online 

Adults’ Fellowship  : Saturday – 6:30 pm online 

Hospital visit  : 
II Sunday - 10:15 am (currently suspended due 

to pandemic) 

   

   

 

 

 

PASTORATE  

COMMITTEE 

MEMBERS 

 

Mr. Bright Joseph D. 

Mr. Ranjan Selvakumar C. 

Mr. Roshan Soundarapandian 

Mr. Santhakumar S. 

Mr. Wesley Isaac P. 

Mrs. Saroja Bai Godwin 

Mrs. Shilpa Nisha Malhotra 

   

  

 

 

The Rt. Rev. Dr. J. George Stephen 
Bishop in Madras 

 

Rev. J. Paul Sudhakar 
Chairman and Presbyter-in-charge 

 
Mr. Milton Sigamoney 
Mr. Ajit Stanley Moses 

Lay Readers 

             Dr. S. Rabinder Boaz 
             Secretary 

Mrs. Gemina Martin 
Treasurer 
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WORSHIP SERVICES – PLAN FOR NOVEMBER 2021 

Date and 
Time 

Day Services and Preacher Theme Stewards for Bible Reading 
and Offertory 

7.11.2021 
8:00 am 

 
 
 

The Third 
Sunday before 

Advent 

World Sunday 
School Sunday 

 
Morning prayer: on 
Zoom 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul 
Sudhakar 
 
 

 
Children in the 

Church 
 

Exodus 2: 1-10 
Psalm 47 
3 John 1-15 
St. Luke 18: 15-17  
 
Mr. & Mrs. Emmanuel 
Shanthakumar  
 

14.11.2021 
8:00 am 

 
 
 
 

The Second 
Sunday before 

Advent 

Unity Sunday 

 
Morning prayer: on 
Zoom 
Sermon: Mr. Ashvin 
Dhyriam 

 
 

Light on the 
lampstands 

Zech. 4: 1-14 
Psalm 27 
1 Cor. 3: 10-15 
St. Matthew 5: 14-16  
 
Dr & Dr. Mrs.Vijit Koshy Cherian 

21.11.2021 
8:00 am 

 
 
 
 
 

The Sunday 
next before 

Advent 

`Christ the 
King’ Sunday 

 

 
Morning prayer: on 
Zoom 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul 
Sudhakar 
 
 

 
Protecting the 

girl child 
 
 

Job 42: 10-17 
Psalm 45: 8-14 
Acts 16: 16-18 
St. Matthew 15: 21-28  
 
Mr. & Mrs. Roopsingh Immanuel 
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28.11.2021 
7:30 am 

 
 
 

6:00 pm 
 

The First 
Sunday of 

Advent 

Children’s 
Sunday 

 
Morning prayer:  
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul 
Sudhakar 
 
Evensong: 

 
Celebrating 

the good news 
 
 

Exodus 2: 1-10 
Psalm 117 
Acts 9: 10-18 
St. Luke 1: 46-56  
 
Sunday School children 
 

1.12.2021 
 

6:30 am 

 

First day of the 
month 

 
 
Morning prayer:  
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul 
Sudhakar 
 

 
 

Blessed nation 

 
 
Psalm 72 


