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Dearly beloved in Christ.  

Greetings to you all in the name of our Crucified and 
Risen Lord. 
 

I thank and praise God for all the goodness we have 
received during the previous month from the Hand of 
our Lord God.  
 

The church has been praying for the pandemic, and we do see good 
change in the overall situation of our state and city. It has been really 
painful for many of us who have lost our dearly beloved ones to Covid-
19. May the good Lord be a strength, solace and comfort to all those who 
are in need, during these times of crisis.  
 

‘Solidarity’ has been a priority in mission for the early church. As the 
Bible explains to us, the first-generation Christians practised common 
wealth, sharing and fellowship. Even at a time of threat and challenge in 
faith, they practised hospitality and cared for the poor and needy.  
 

Apostle Paul when writing to the churches in the district of Galatia, 
teaches them this care and concern as a spiritual exercise and not as 
mere social service. ‘Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will 
fulfill the law of Christ.”  Galatians 6: 2.  Thus it has become a 
mandatory spiritual exercise for the church to demonstrate our love in 
action.  
 

St. Thomas English Church has always been a community which has 
extended her hands to people in need, particularly at the time of 
calamity. During the year 2020, we played our role in helping a village 
community in Goonipalayam, which the people there still remember with 
gratitude.  
 

This year too, our initiative to help the poor who are largely unemployed 
during the pandemic did make an impact in people’s lives. The first target 
group were the parents of our school children who live around the 
Church. We were able to distribute good-quality dry ration which can 
sustain a family for a few days.  
 

The pouring in of kindness and generosity made us see a surplus, which 
is now enabling us to help some more people in villages. The second 
target group for us this time is to help a village and Pastorate, to which 
we had gone for mission work earlier and for Christmas. We will surely 
exhaust what we have received from our dear congregation, for this 
cause of helping the poor.  
 



6 

 

At this time, as the Pastor, I would like to thank all those who have been 
a part of this spiritual exercise in various ways. May the good Lord bless 
all of us and our families, and enable us to carry on more fruitful work 
which would please Him. 
 

I wish you all a good and happy month of July 2021. 
 

Yours in His joyful service,  
Rev. J. Paul Sudhakar 

Presbyter-in-charge and Chairman 
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FAITHFUL, FLAWED, AND FRUITFUL 

On a recent drive, I found the SanThome Basilica 
freshly painted in pristine white, with pretty yellow 
and white flags waving in the breeze – reminding 
everyone that the Feast of St. Thomas the Apostle 

(3 July) was around the corner. While the Catholic church is meticulous 
in remembering St. Thomas, it is rather unfortunate that we do not 
commemorate any of the saints. 
  
But this has not always been the case. I have heard the elders in my 
family reminisce about the early years of the Church of South India, 
when there used to be a celebration of the Holy Eucharist on almost all 
the Saints days, even in the obscure villages of Tirunelveli and 
Kanniyakumari. Newly consecrated Churches took on the name of the 
nearest feast day and babies were christened ‘John, Peter, Mary or 
James’ if they were born on a saint’s day. But somewhere down the line, 
in our eagerness to shed the ‘Anglican’ tag, we seem to have thrown the 
baby out with the bathwater! 
 
Why remember the Apostolic twelve? 
While there may be numerous reasons for moving away from traditional 
observances, it helps to remember that the Apostles chosen by Christ 
himself were flawed and insecure in their humanity just like us. The 
impetuous Peter, sceptical Thomas or the over-ambitious sons of 
Zebedee are all traits that we have experienced or encountered ever so 
often.  
 
The apostles were an unqualified bunch, but Jesus saw in them the 
potential to grow His kingdom, even trusting them enough to bestow the 
great commission of taking the gospel to the ends of the earth. And with 
the exception of Judas, they all remained faithful to their calling – even 
unto death by violent means. It resulted in an immensely fruitful ministry 
of discipleship that continues to bear fruit even to this very day. 
 
Flawed yet Faithful 
In his epistle to the Ephesians, Paul addresses his fellow believers as 
‘Saints’, qualifying them as being ‘faithful in Christ Jesus’. He prays that 
the eyes and understanding of his readers would be opened to think of 
themselves as the treasured inheritance of Christ and saints of God 
(Eph. 1:18). 
 
Remembering the endurance of faithful yet flawed saints must inspire us 
towards a life of Christ-exalting courage, passion and joy. Reading and 
reflecting on their lives will help us persevere amidst opposition, 
weakness and suffering, and surrender ourselves to be transformed.  
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As the famous Oscar Wilde quote goes, “Every saint has a past, and 
every sinner has a future”. 

Fabiola Jacob 

 

 

Faith and doubt cannot exist in the same 
mind at the same time, for one will dispel 
the other – Thomas S Monson 

Faith does not eliminate questions. But 
faith knows where to take them – Elisabeth 
Elliott 

Faith is believing before what will only make sense after – Steven Furtick 

Never be afraid to trust an unknown future to a known God – Corrie ten 
Boom 

There are far, far better things ahead than any we leave behind – C.S. 
Lewis 

 



 

  

Featured on our cover this month, is Holy Trinity 
Church, Bungalow Surandai, Tirunelveli District, 
photographed by Mercy Roshan. 
 
About the Church 
In January this year, we took a road trip down South to 
visit the Churches where our grandparents and great-

grandparents once worshipped.  
 
Our visit to Surandai was especially enriching and the drive along the 
panoramic view of nature's splendour was thoroughly blissful. Surandai 
is a panchayat town, located in Veerakeralampudur Taluk of Tirunelveli 
District at the foot of the Western Ghats, in an area known for its rice 
farming and trading.  
 
In the central part of this quaint town stands a tall, elegant, white Church 
built in 1844 to minister to the local community. Its magnificently carved 
wooden doors are rarely closed during the day, and the beauty of the 
stained-glass windows here inspire awe and amazement. Inscribed on 
the arch of the Altar, emphasizing the presence of the Almighty is the 
verse “One greater than the temple is here,” St. Matthew 12:6 in Tamil.  
The Church and its sprawling premises are so spotlessly clean and well-
maintained by its members, reflecting their love for the Church. The 
hourly chiming of the Church bell serves as a constant reminder to the 
community about their commitment to Church and God. 
 
The first congregation, under the leadership of Rev. John Theophilus 
George Barenbruck, a CMS missionary (featured on ‘Missionary 
Spotlight’ on page 20), also opened avenues for education by initiating 
the Barenbruck Nursery and Primary School in 1846 which is now 
upgraded to a Higher Secondary School and was renovated by Mr 
Hentry Chapter in 1978.  
 
We had the privilege of meeting a few families who worship there and 
they spoke with enthusiasm and pride about their Thanksgiving Festival 
started in 1896 and the various medical missions founded by Barenbruck 
which they still diligently pursue.  
 
The annual highlight of the Church calendar is the Thanksgiving Festival 
organised during the last week of June and the Asanam before Easter. It 
was interesting to find Mr. D. Soundarapandiyan (F/o Mr. Ajit Stanley 
Moses), the then President of IMS, Chennai mentioned in one of the 
tablets, for enabling the construction of the Church Tower. The Church 
was further renovated and re-dedicated by the Bishop of Tirunelveli 
Diocese Rev. J J Christudoss on 21 May, 2017. 
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We were delighted to visit my maternal grandfather Mr. Bonnie David's 
house - located directly opposite the Church. We were greeted warmly 
and taken on an exciting tour of the traditional home which offered a 
glimpse into the lifestyle of our grandparents. It was a fitting reminder of 
the Christ-centred life of our ancestors and their affinity to the Church, 
and it inspired us to introspect on our personal connection and conviction 
to serve Him. 
 
Hearts brimming with joy, we continued our journey on the picturesque 
highway through poultry farms and windmills, impulsively stopping in 
between to indulge in the native delicacy - palm juice (pathaneer) and ice 
apples (nungu) - as we continued our journey towards Courtallam 
Waterfalls. 
 
Months later, the resonating chime of the Church bells still beckons us to 
remember the immeasurable blessings and compelling love of Jesus that 
comforts and holds us close to His bosom. 

Sheeba Roshan 
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Hahahaa! 
A pastor discussed the story of Jonah during a 
children's sermon.  When he finished the mini-sermon, 
he asked thoughtfully, "What does the fish vomiting 
Jonah out on dry land indicate to us today?" 
Johnny spoke with great enthusiasm for the entire 
congregation to hear, "It proves that even a fish can't 
stomach a bad preacher!" 
 
A pastor assured his congregation that he was their servant and that 
they should feel free to call him anytime, if they had a problem. 
That night the pastor's phone rang at 3 a.m. On the other end was a dear 
elderly lady who said, "Pastor, I can't sleep." 
"I'm so sorry to hear that," he comforted her. "But what can I do about 
it?" the pastor asked. 
She sweetly replied, "Preach to me a while, pastor!" 

Ventriloquist Shanthakumar 
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HAVE YOU EVER WALKED THROUGH A 
TUNNEL? 
 
In certain hill stations people have to cross dark 
tunnels, where sight is not clear, 
They buy a bamboo torch for a small sum and go 
into the tunnel of darkness and fear; 
After crossing the tunnel, they come into daylight bright. 
All humans do face a dark tunnel in their lives stride. 
 
In a dark tunnel one cannot anything properly see, 
Many think that others’ dark tunnels are better than theirs could be; 
They think in the same manner with orphans and widows, who are poor, 
But there is no better darkness that is for sure. 
 
One cannot avoid these tunnels which are dark, 
Many ask various deities to give them light, who too have no spark; 
But one God can turn darkness into light, 
He is none other than Jesus Christ. 
 
He came to give light to this dark world, 
Many did not heed to Him when He called, 
He not only brought light, but drove away the sin, 
Sin was the darkness which, the light made dim.  

 
Prema Jayasundar 

 

PRAYER TIME: 
Do you have a prayer point that you would like to share with our Church 
prayer group? Please mail it to stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com or 
drop it in the box at the main door of our Church, so that it can be 
included in the prayer list.  
Our Church prayer group meets on the first and third Sunday of every 
month, at 7.15 pm in Church (now on Zoom), to pray for general and 
specific needs. You are welcome to join the group. 

 
 

WRITE TO US! 
Do you have a comment on the articles, a fresh 
new idea or feedback about the EanMe that 
you would like to share with other readers? Mail 
it to stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com with 
‘EanMe MailBox’ in the subject. The best letters 
will be published in the next issue of the 
EanMe. 

mailto:stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com
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RABBIT CAN BEAT THE LION! 
 

Sometimes, when we face predicaments from our teachers or higher 
authorities, we are helpless, except to take up the matter to our biggest 
boss, Jesus. We do not know how His majesty would arrange the further 
sequence of events. In this connection, I am grateful to share my witness 
below: 

 

 In my school, I was good at ball badminton but was not included 
in the school team for 2 years due to the intervention of a 
particular teacher who had some misunderstanding with my 
family.  But when I became a teacher in the same school, God 
enabled me to win all the matches against the same teacher. 

 
•  During college days, I represented my college in both volleyball 

and badminton. On one occasion, our Physical Director gave the 
Bertram Tournament Volleyball certificate (certificate bunch was 
given to our team without names written on them) that I had 
earned to another rich student. When I wanted to contest in the 
election for Sports Secretary in the final year, he appointed 
another player as Ball Badminton Captain to block me as only 
Captains can contest in the elections. During the internal House 
matches, God enabled our team to beat the Captain’s team with 
ease. 

 

 During my tenure as Manager in a Bank, one of the smartest 
Chief Managers was against me due to some difference of 
opinion and tried to dislocate me from that Branch using his 
influence. I prayed to God for help without asking for anything in 
particular. My transfer order was cancelled. Surprisingly, in a few 
months, he was transferred from that Branch and within a year or 
two, he gave in his resignation. 

 
Whenever we face tribulations from others, we should see to it that we 
do not develop any kind of hatred towards them, however difficult it may 
be. On the contrary, we need to pour our heart out to Jesus, leaving 
everything in His capable hands and simply wait on Him. It is His 
prerogative to take whatever action He deems fit.  
 
Proverbs 20:22 asks us “Do not take it on yourself to repay a wrong.  
Trust the Lord and He will make it right!”  Romans 12:19 too advises us, 
“Do not take revenge but leave room for God’s wrath for it is written, ‘It is 
mine to avenge; I will repay!’ says the Lord!” 
“God has chosen what is weak in the world to shame the strong!”—I Cor. 
1:27 

Ventriloquist Shanthakumar 
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COVID RELIEF DISTRIBUTION – A REPORT 

At Home – STEC School 
The distribution of provision to the parents of our church-run school was 
carried out on 21 June 2021 at 10.00 am at our church premises. Our 
Pastor Rev. Paul Sudhakar, Secretary Dr. Rabinder Boaz, Treasurer 
Mrs. Gemina Martin along with Committee members Mr. Isaac Wesley, 
Mrs. Saroja Bai Godwin and Mr. Bright Joseph were present for the 
distribution. The parents gathered in front of our Church, strictly adhering 
to the social distancing norms and other safety precautions.  The 
distribution started with the opening prayer by our Pastor and was 
followed by Bible reading. After the blessing of the items, the distribution 
began for standard V parents followed by parents of standard IV.  It was 
indeed a rewarding experience to see the joy in the eyes of all the 
parents who received the rice and provisions. 
 
After distributing the provisions to the parents, we then continued 
handing out similar packages to the teachers and support staff of the 
school, followed by our church workers.  The school teachers also 
extended a helping hand in the packing and distribution. The distribution 
was carried out class-wise, to standards 4 and 5 on 21 June, and on the 
successive days, the parents of the other classes were called to the 
church campus to receive the provisions. The distribution was done 
across 4 days – until Thursday, 24 June. A total of 214 bags of rice and 
provisions were distributed to the people here, at STEC. 
 
Far from Home – Devandavakkam Pastorate 
Our second distribution was done on 4 July, in accordance with Pastor’s 
announcement in the morning worship service. Pastor and Pastor 
Amma, Secretary, Treasurer, Mr. Ajit Stanley Moses, Mr. James 
Thiraviaraj and Zibiah James, Mr. Shanthakumar and Mrs. Sharmila 
Shanthakumar were present at the church campus at 2.15 pm to leave to 
the village for the distribution.  After a word of prayer, on a balmy 
summer afternoon, we left in our vehicles to proceed to the 
Devandavakkam Pastorate where we have already had outreach efforts. 
 
We reached Senkundram by 4.30 pm and we were received by the Area 
Chairman Rev. Gideon Dhyriam and the local Pastor Rev. Arputharaj.  
After having some delicious home-made vadai with coconut chutney, 
boiled peanuts garnished with raw mango and ginger tea, we proceeded 
to begin the meeting.  After the welcome address and felicitation, the 
local Pastor spoke about the Pastorate and the ministry.  The Area 
Chairman commended the efforts of STEC and even extended his 
heartfelt gratitude to us, for the number of churches we have built.  The 
STEC treasurer was also asked to speak a few words to the villagers 
present.  Our Pastor Rev. Paul Sudhakar addressed the gathering and 
blessed the provisions for distribution.  All of us present there took turns 
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to distribute the rice bags and provisions. We were all honoured with 
shawls and were gifted a bag of Simily - a local sweet made of peanuts 
and sesame seeds - each. Pastor amma Susan closed the programme 
with prayer. 
 
Mr. James Thiraviaraj, as always was our professional photographer 
documenting the event. On the whole, it was a fulfilling and blessed 
experience for all of us. We distributed a total of 352 bags to 9 villages.  
 
We would like to thank the Pastors and the catechists for arranging all 
the necessary aspects that helped us to carry out the entire distribution 
process in a safe and hassle-free manner. We returned late evening, 
thanking God for His provision, protection and love.  
 
We began this deed with an ounce of hope, just trusting in the Lord that 
He would provide for His people. And the Lord did not let us down, as 
help came along in the form of generous donations from the benevolent 
members of the STEC family; and what started out as a small deed 
turned into a rewarding success, that reflected in the smiles and joyful 
hearts of the less-fortunate parents in Santhome and villagers in 
Senkuntram. We were able to raise ₹5,49,754/- for this noble cause and 
every rupee was spent on distributing rice and groceries. 
 
We would like to mention and thank the following people, for helping us 
acquire the necessary provisions: 

 Mrs. Surekha Johnson who arranged for 260 kgs of Sugar free of 
cost from Murugappa Group 

 Kaleesuwari Refinery Pvt. Ltd for giving us Oil and Dhals at a 
subsidised rate. 

 Thillai spices for their goods at subsidised rates 

 Oorvasi soaps for their goods at subsidised rates 
 
With the help from these people, in acquiring provisions at a reasonable 
pricing, we were able to distribute a total of 566 bags of rice and 
provisions. 
 
We would like to express our gratitude to all the members of our church 
who stepped up and showcased their true Christian virtues by helping 
these parents and villagers who were in need, moreover, with a loving 
and happy heart.  
 
Whoever is generous to the poor lends to the Lord, and He will repay him 
for his deed. – Proverbs 19:17 
 

God bless us all and keep us safe. 
STEC Office Bearers 
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TO FORGIVE AS JESUS FORGAVE 
  
Jesus' first word on the cross was "Father, forgive them; for they know 
not what they do." I can never fathom how He could say it for the people 
who falsely accused Him, tortured Him, mocked Him and nailed Him on 
the cross.  Words of forgiveness while enduring the agony!  And I 
thought, no one could ever do it, I felt the bar was too high for anyone to 
emulate! 
  
True, being Christ-like is definitely not easy, though we yearn to be more 
and more like Jesus every day. When we humble ourselves, surrender to 
Him completely, acknowledging we are only dust without Him, the Holy 
Spirit in His grace does intervene and helps us in the process of 
becoming a little more like Him every day, reflecting Him in our lives!! 
  
When I first read the complete life-history of Stephen in Acts chapters 6 
and 7, I was totally flabbergasted. He has only two chapters in the entire 
Bible, but what an impact he has made! In chapter 6, the Bible calls 
Stephen a man of good repute, full of the Spirit and wisdom (v3), full of 
faith and of the Holy Spirit (v5), full of grace and power who did great 
wonders and signs among the people (v8) and that his face was like the 
face of an angel (v15). 
  
And even better was his testimony in the way he died. Just before 
Stephen was stoned, he gazed at heaven intently, saw the glory of God, 
testified to Jesus whom he saw standing (not seated!) at the right hand 
of God and moments before he died, committed his soul to the Lord and 
forgave all those who hurt and eventually killed him. In fact, his last 
words were "Lord, do not hold this sin against them." Very similar to 
Jesus' words! It's amazing how it is humanly possible to utter those 
words of forgiveness during such moments of anguish. Stephen could 
become Christ-like in every sense of the word because he was "full of 
the Holy Spirit" as stressed three times in Acts! 
  
The way he died must undoubtedly have touched many a heart. And 
possibly must have been the first step to the conversion of Saul. Saul 
may have seen many people being stoned to death but Stephen's was 
undoubtedly way different, without any swearing or cursing! Oh, what a 
way to die...like Christ! 
  
Another stupendous act of forgiveness one cannot overlook is that of 
Joseph's. Many say Joseph is a picture of Jesus, whose biography 
stands out as one of the best in the Bible. Joseph was pure and flawless, 
almost like a superman. It's even more amazing because there was 
absolutely no one around in his life to guide him. He went seeking for his 
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brothers with all diligence who were only jealous of him, despised him 
and just stopped short of killing him. 
  
Joseph never complained about any injustice during the period of 13 
years of affliction that followed, which saw the seductress falsely 
accusing him, being imprisoned, the forgetful cupbearer and in the end 
emerged triumphant, appointed only as the second in power to the ruler 
of Egypt. When he met his brothers, who had been glad to get rid of him, 
again years later, he was only delighted to see them. He forgave them 
completely, saying "It was not you who sent me here, but God" (Gen. 
45:8) and later "You meant evil against me but God meant it for good" 
(Gen. 50:20) and offered kindness repaying evil with good. A beautiful 
portrait of Christ indeed! 
  
And in recent years, a similar incident which touched all of our lives was 
the ghastly killing of the Australian missionary who worked among the 
tribal poor and lepers in Odisha, Graham Staines and his young boys 
and the following words of forgiveness from his beloved wife Gladys. Her 
words bring tears to my eyes every time I think about it. In that moment 
of grief and pain, she could say "I forgive those who killed my husband 
and children completely!" and years later "I forgive the other, because I 
have first received forgiveness from Jesus Christ. I have encountered the 
presence of Jesus in my life and this is the spirit I share. Because of 
forgiveness, I hold no bitterness towards the persons who killed my 
family". Gladys' response with acts of forgiveness and love melted the 
hearts of thousands and inspired the world. 
  
Ronald Wayne Floyd, an American Southern Baptist pastor and author, 
rightly puts it, "The Christian life is not about being right, it is about being 
Christ-like!"   

Priya Muller 
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`HIDE THEM IN YOUR HEART' - A SCRIPTURE CHALLENGE! 
 
Can you memorize Psalm 119: 145-152 before 25 July 2021? 
 
If this offer appeals to you, please approach 
Roshan Soundarapandian (Mobile No: 98403 
88365) - a surprise awaits you! 
The winners will be announced in next month's 
EanMe!  
Of course, prizes would follow! 
Anyone can rise to the opportunity - no age limit 
– all the best!  
 
Why the Scripture Challenge? 
There is no other single discipline in Christian life that is more rewarding 
than memorizing Scripture. Our prayer life will be strengthened. Our 
witnessing will be sharper and effective. Our attitude and perspective will 
begin to change. Our mind will become alert, observant and confident, 
enhancing our faith in ourselves and in God. 
 
We need to hide God's Word in our hearts so that we don't sin against 
Him. Carrying Scripture in our hands and also in our hearts is a way to 
cherish God's Word, creating an amazing opportunity to meditate on the 
truth and hastening the process of transforming us into Christ-likeness. 
When we fill our minds with the Word of God, we build a barrier between 
us and the enemy. The more verses you memorize, the barricade 

becomes higher and stronger. 
 
The Word of God brings us wisdom, strength and 
hope. It gives assurance, solace, power and 
authority. Above all we will enjoy peace of mind. So 
come, let's indulge in this overwhelming experience! 

 
Winners:  

Name 
 
 

Jan 
2021 

Feb 
2021 

Mar 
2021 

Apr 
2021 

May 
2021 

June 
2021 

Psalm 
119: 

97-104 

Psalm 
119: 

105-112 

Psalm 
119: 

113-120 

Psalm 
119: 

121-128 

Psalm 
119: 

129-136 

Psalm 
119: 

137-144 

Ezekiel David      

Felicia William      

Gino Jaden Paul      

Iris Manoharan      

Jadon Titus Muller      
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Jemima Thilagan      

Jeremy Roopsingh      

Johnsson Jaden Dhyriam      

Jonathan Ethan Dhyriam      

Jonathan Roopsingh      

Joshua Emmanuel      

Judah Stephen      

Keturah Manoharan      

Kezia Regan      

M. Hema      

Manya Lily Malhotra      

Natalia Regan      

Pamela Bridget       

Priya Muller      

Rachel Dhiraviaraj      

Ranjini Inbaraj      

Rohan Abraham Stanley      

Santhosh Dhyriam      

Shekinah Dhyriam      

Shreya Dhyriam      

Zoey Emmanuel      

 
 
 

GEMS FROM THE BIBLE 
 

Put them in your heart-bank – memorize 
and use them! 

 Go into all the world and proclaim the 
gospel – St. Mark 16:15 

 Let us not grow weary of doing good – 
Galatians 6:9 

 Serve one another, as good stewards of God's varied grace – I Peter 
4:10 

 The Son of Man came not to be served, but to serve – St. Mark 10:45 

 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations – St. Matthew 28:19 
 

Shobana Soundarapandian 
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REV. J T G BARENBRUCK OF SURANDAI 
 

John Theophilus George Barenbruck was born in 
1818 at Mayavaram, north of Tanjore (now 
Mayiladuthurai in Tamil Nadu) the son of G T 
Barenbruck, a C.M.S. missionary, stationed there. 

The Barenbrucks had come to India in 1817.  
 
The missionary couple were known for their fluency in Tamil and did 
excellent work in the Madras presidency from 1817 to 1823 and then in 
Tharangambadi and Mayavaram areas from 1823 to 1831. They 
returned home to England in 1831 due to physical infirmity, where the 
senior Barenbruck entered into glory in 1833.   
 
Bishop Sargent in ‘The Church Missionary Intelligencer’ recollects 
visiting the Barenbrucks at Mayavaram, where he saw a silver cup and 
plate of Indian workmanship, engraved “Serfogee Maha Rajah to G. T. 
Barenbruck. — 1823.” He mentions the Senior Barenbruck was one of 
the first missionaries to the Madras Presidency, who frequently went to 
Tanjore and preached there in English, and that Maharajah Serfogee, 
often attended the service. He notes that the silver cup and plate were 
later presented by his son Rev. J T G Barenbruck to the Surandai 
Church (featured on the cover here). 
 
Early life 
Young Barenbruck had his early education in Madras, and was then sent 
to London (1839 - 1843) to pursue higher education. He studied 
theology, and was ordained a deacon in 1843, and Priest in 1844 by the 
Bishop of London. He was anointed as a full-time missionary, and 
returned to India.  
 
Mission to India 
Barenbruck arrived in Palayankottai, South India on October 25, 1844 
and was appointed to continue the work done by the famous missionary 
C T Rhenius who had died in 1838. He began his ministry in Surandai, 
and established the Holy Trinity Church.  
 
When the first generation of believers who accepted the Lord in these 
areas suffered countless persecutions, Barenbruck stood by and 
encouraged them. He also started a Secondary Boarding School in 1846 
in Surandai, which is today the Barenbruck High School and a mission 
hospital to cater to those affected by cholera, a deadly epidemic then.  
 
It is said that he built a bungalow for himself here (though he rarely 
stayed in it), which is how this part of the village came to be known as 
‘Bungalow Surandai’. 
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Partners in Mission 
Barenbruck and his wife served in and around Bungalow Surandai, at 
Uthuumalai, Sambavar Vadakarai, Santhapuram, Achchamputhur and 
Puliyankudi villages.   
 
Tragedy struck in 1854, when Barenbruck lost his wife to a mysterious 
fever, after ten years of service. He took his three little children to 
England and then Germany to leave them in his brother-in-law’s care 
and stayed there for two years. Realizing that the call of the Lord was his 
plan for India, Barenbruck returned to India in 1857, sacrificing his 
affection for his children. He returned to Surandai in August 1857 and 
continued the mission he had left behind, in spite of his personal tragedy 
and separation from his children, sometimes walking for nearly 100 kms 
to spread the gospel.   
 
When Every, a missionary stationed in Sivagasi died of cholera, 
Barenbruck was asked to succeed him and assist the Rev T G Ragland, 
who was serving there, and together they ministered in the surrounding 
areas. On March 25, 1859, they went as a group to the village of 
Senthatti Ayyanar Kovil, where Ragland and a few others who were 
along with them fell ill with cholera. Barenbruck nursed them back to 
health with his knowledge of native medicine, but he himself succumbed 
to the deadly epidemic on 29 March 1859. 
 
Ragland recounts his passing away thus, in his Memoir compiled from 
his letters by Rev. Thomas Thomason Perowne: 
 
He did not say very much. One thing was, and he repeated it more than 
once, " I know whom I have believed." I asked him if I should write 
anything to his children (he has twins, about thirteen, a boy and a girl, 
with a brother-in-law, a Lutheran minister in Germany). "No," he said, "I 
have not a care about them. God took care of me; he will take care of 
them." I replied, he had taken care of me, an orphan, born six months 
after my father's death. This affected him to tears, in which I joined; but, I 
added, "He will swallow up death in victory; and the Lord God will wipe 
away tears from all faces." He said, "Oh, what meetings will take place 
then." He lost his wife three years and a half since, at Palamcotta, and it 
was a severe blow to him. He suffered, dear fellow, from cramp in the 
legs, for about two hours; then from restlessness. For the last half-hour 
or more, he was perfectly quiet; and almost as if in a sleep: and again, 
on this occasion too of my watching by a dying friend, God was pleased 
to take him away without any pain or struggle. 
 
Barenbruck, aged 41, was laid to rest in the village of Panayadipatti 
(Virudhunagar District). 
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FAITH OF OUR FATHERS  

Whether you turn to the Old Testament and see 
how God called Abraham out of Ur of the 
Chaldeans, or the New Testament and see how 
God stopped Saul of Tarsus on the road to 
Damascus, the Bible is filled with events that 
actually happened. Our Christian faith is rooted in 
history.  

Frederick William Faber (1814-1863), a noted English hymn-writer and 
theologian, thought that the new religious movements of his day were 
dangerous. He felt there was too much emphasis on the experience of 
the moment. After three years as an Anglican minister, he left that 
denomination and joined the Roman Catholic Church in 1845. He 
appreciated the continuity with the past that he found there, and he 
respected the martyrs who had given their lives for Christ. But as a 
Roman Catholic, he missed the singing he had enjoyed as an Anglican. 
So he wrote hymns to help fill the void. Today Christians of all 
denominations sing Faber’s hymns, grateful to God for the faith of our 
spiritual ancestors.  

Faith of our fathers! living still 
In spite of dungeon, fire and sword; 
O how hearts beat high with joy 
Whene’er we hear that glorious word! 
 Faith of our fathers, holy faith! 
 We will be true to Thee till death. 
 
Faith of our fathers! We will strive 
To win all nations unto Thee; 
And through the truth that comes from God 
Mankind shall then be truly free. 
 Faith of our fathers, holy faith! 
 We will be true to Thee till death. 
 
Faith of our fathers! We will love 
Both friend and foe in all our strife; 
And preach Thee, too, as love knows how 
By kindly words and virtuous life. 
 Faith of our fathers, holy faith! 
 We will be true to Thee till death. 
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JUDSON VAN DEVENTER – THE 
ARTIST-SONGWRITER 

“I Surrender All” is a popular Christian 
song composed in 1896, that continues to 
resonate with audiences through its 
repetition and clear message of submitting to God’s will. Here’s the story 
of Judson Van DeVenter who wrote it, as he struggled to choose 
between continuing a career in art or moving into full-time ministry. 
 
His early life 
Van DeVenter grew up on a small farm in Dundee, Michigan. Although 
born in a Christian household on Dec. 5, 1855, he did not become a 
follower of Jesus Christ until he was 17.  
 
He attended Hillsdale with his older brother, Virgil, who graduated in 
1879 with a degree in literature, but Judson van DeVenter did not obtain 
a diploma. He did take art and music classes, however, and could play 
13 instruments by the end of his life.  
 
In 1880, he married and had two sons and a daughter who died at the 
age of 20. After his wife died in 1924, he married a pianist and music 
teacher in 1925. 
 
At the crossroads 
In 1891, van DeVenter found himself arguing with God. He wanted to 
continue as a public high school art teacher and supervisor in 
Pennsylvania. Despite being an active member in his Methodist 
Episcopalian church and participating in evangelistic meetings, van 
DeVenter felt God was calling him to do more. His friends encouraged 
him to pursue a career in ministry. But he resisted. 
 
Van DeVenter ended his struggle with God after five years, as he began 
full-time ministry. While leading a meeting at the Ohio home of national 
evangelist George Sebring, he wrote the words of “I Surrender All.”, 
 
A song of surrender 
“For some time, I had struggled between developing my talents in the 
field of art and going into full-time evangelistic work,” van DeVenter said, 
according to hymnologist Kenneth Osbeck in “101 More Hymn Stories.” 
“At last, the pivotal hour of my life came, and I surrendered all. A new 
day was ushered into my life. I became an evangelist and discovered 
down deep in my soul a talent hitherto unknown to me. God had hidden 
a song in my heart, and touching a tender chord, He caused me to sing.” 
“I surrender all,/ I surrender all,/ All to thee, my blessed Saviour,/ I 
surrender all.” 
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In 1896, evangelist song leader and vocalist Winfield S. Weeden put the 
words to music and the song was published in a book of hymns called 
“Gospel Songs of Grace and Glory.” Since then, van DeVenter’s song 
has appeared in hundreds of other hymnals, and its title is on Weeden’s 
epitaph. 
 
Van DeVenter evangelized throughout the United States, England, and 
Scotland, visiting art museums along the way. He also had his own radio 
program called “The Gospel in Song and Story.” Though he published 60 
more hymns, “I Surrender All” still remains the most well-known. 
 
Meeting Billy Graham 
In the 1920s, van DeVenter taught as a professor of hymnology for four 
years at the Florida Bible Institute, now Trinity Bible College. 
 
After retirement, while still living in the community, van DeVenter 
frequently returned to the Bible Institute to visit with students and 
conduct singalongs, and this is where he met Billy Graham. 
 
“We students loved this kind, deeply spiritual gentleman and often 
gathered in his winter home at Tampa, Florida, for an evening of 
fellowship and singing,” Graham recounted in “Crusade Hymn Stories,” 
by Cliff Barrows. 
 
Graham said van DeVenter was influential on his earlier preaching and 
he was present at the time of his death on July 17, 1939, in Tampa, 
Florida. 
 
“And I’ll never forget just before he went to be with God, barely audible 
but we could hear it, he sang, ‘All to Jesus I surrender,’” Billy Graham 
said in May 1958. “He went to be with Christ with a smile on his face, 
looking forward to seeing Christ.” It was Billy Graham who carried on van 
DeVenter’s story by popularizing “I Surrender All” at his revivals. 
 

Courtesy: www.hillsdalecollegian.com 
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A LEGEND AND A RECIPE 
 

There are numerous legends 
associated with Saint Thomas the 
Apostle, but this one by far is the most 
popular.  
 

According to this story, when the apostles drew lots to determine where 
each would go to spread the Gospel, the region of Persia and India fell to 
St. Thomas. He doubted that he could do the job and claimed his health 
would not permit him to withstand the trip. 
 
Thomas was eventually sold to an Indian merchant, as they believed 
God's will would eventually be done, who took him back with him to India 
to assist in the building of a palace for a king. This is how he became the 
patron saint of architects and builders, and is often depicted with a 
carpenter's square. Once in India, he gave away the money he was 
given for the project to the poor and convinced the king that his palace in 
heaven would be magnificent. 
 
The Syro-Malabar Church in Kerala is proud of its lineage as the people 
that St. Thomas converted to Christ. Here is a recipe from that region: 
 
ST. THOMAS SAMOSAS  
Ingredients 
Dough: 
● 2c flour 3/4 c plain yogurt 
● 1/2 tsp salt 1/4 c butter 
 
Filling: 
● 1/2 c minced onion 
● 1/2 tsp salt 
● 1 garlic clove, crushed 
● 1 tsp ground coriander seed 
● 2 Tbsp oil 
● 1 tsp cumin powder 
● 1/2 c shrimp, peeled, deveined and chopped 
● 1/4 c diced tomatoes 
● 1/8 tsp chilli flakes or powder 
 
Preparation 
Mix the flour and salt together in a mixing bowl, and then cut in the butter 
to make a coarse meal. Stir in the yogurt until the dough forms a 
workable ball. Wrap and set in the refrigerator for 1 hour (or more).  
 
Sauté the ingredients for the filling in 2 tablespoons of oil and set aside. 
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Roll a fourth of the dough on a floured surface to about 1/16 inch 
thickness. Cut 4 inch circles, then cut each in half. Moisten the edges 
with water, then place a teaspoon of the filling in each one, fold it over 
and seal the edges well, forming a triangle. (At this point, the samosas 
may be refrigerated for up to 24 hours or even frozen!). Fry in a deep 
skillet for about 2 minutes on each side. 

Enjoy as they are, or with some cool yogurt or mango chutney. 

Legend & Recipe Courtesy: www.ByziMom.com 
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BIBLE QUIZ FOR ALL 

 
All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness. - II Timothy 3:16 
 
God honours and promises to bless all those who 
respect, love and meditate on His precious Word. It is the most valuable 
possession we own because it is our Father's love letter to us. 
Everything else will pass away, 'but the Word of God stands forever'. - 
Isaiah 40:8. 

The quiz is open to participants of all ages.  
Answers should be given by the 27th of the month.  Late entries will not 
be considered.  
Answers should be mailed to sheebs@hotmail.com or given to Mrs. 
Sheeba Roshan in person. 
Names of participants with score will be mentioned in the next issue.  
Winners will be awarded at the end of the year. 
 
QUIZ 7 

Portion: I and II Timothy 

1.  From which city was Paul writing this letter? 
2.  What was the purpose for Timothy staying on in Ephesus? 
3.  Whose family helped Paul greatly in Ephesus? 
4.  Who is Timothy's grandmother? 
5.  What does Paul say he was in the past? 
6.  What did Paul advise to hang on to? 
7.  What were the two types of Church officials Paul refers to? 
8.  What did Paul remind Timothy to fan into flame? 
9.  Who were the two people who had left the faith and blasphemed? 
10. What was the deposit entrusted to Timothy by Paul? 
 
Answers to Quiz 6: 

1. He boasts about the perseverance and faith of the 
Thessalonians in all their persecutions and trials (2 Thess 1:4) 

2. God (1 Thess 2:5) 
3. Satan (1 Thess 2:18) 
4. That they might share in the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. (2 

Thess 2:14) 
5. Paul prays that that he will see the Thessalonians again and 

supply what is lacking in their faith. (1 Thess 3:10) 
6. Power to perform counterfeit miracles, signs and wonders. (2 

Thess 2:9) 

mailto:sheebs@hotmail.com
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7. Not simply with words but also with power, with the Holy Spirit 
and deep conviction.  (1 Thess 1:5) 

8. Traditions (teachings) taught to them (2 Thess 2:15) 
9. Those who refuse to love the truth and so be saved will perish. 

(2 Thess 2:10) 
10. Love (1 Thess 3:12) 

 
Points tally after Quiz 6: 

  

  

 
    June 2021  Aggregate 

1 Daniel Inbaraj  10 60 

2 Deepathavana Ranjan 10 60 

3 Dorothy Evangeline Joshua  10 60 

4 Esther Jayanthi Surya 10 60 

5 Felicia William 10 60 

6 Hannah Cheryl Daniel 10 60 

7 Jadon Titus Muller 10 60 

8 Jason Travis Daniel  10 60 

9 Jeremy Roopsingh 

 

10 40 

10 Joann Ignatius 10 60 

11 Johnsson Jaden Dhyriam 10 50 

12 Jonathan Ethan Dhyriam 10 50 

13 Jonathan Roopsingh 10 40 

14 Joshua Emmanuel 10 60 

15 Keturah Manoharan 10 60 

16 Kezia Regan  10 60 

17 Mahilini Santhosh 10 60 

18 Manya Malhotra 10 60 

19 Natalia Regan  10 60 

20 Nirmala Naveendhar 10 60 

21 Ranjini Inbaraj 10 60 

22 Rohan Abraham Stanley  10 60 

23 Santosh Dhyriam 10 60 

24 Shekinah Dhyriam 10 60 

25 Shilpa Malhotra 10 60 
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26 Shreya Dhyriam 10 60 

27 Tasha Grace  10 60 

28 Zibia Thiraviaraj - 20 

29 Zoey Emmanuel 10 60 
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Thomas the Apostle, also called Didymus, was one of the Twelve 
Apostles of Jesus, and he travelled to South India to preach the Gospel. 
He walked on the shores of Santhome, most likely on the very place 

STEC stands.  St. Thomas is celebrated with a feast on 3 July, by the 

Anglican Church. 
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Why EānMé? 
‘EānMé’ – literally meaning “unless” in Greek – has its roots in St. 
Thomas the Apostle’s words of doubt. It is based on his famous words to 
the Risen Lord in St. John 20:25: “…Unless I see in His hands the print 
of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and put my hand 
into His side, I will not believe.” 

‘Unless’ or ‘except’ in the King James Version is translated from the 
Greek word ‘EānMé’ εανμε (eh-an’ may) meaning: before, but, except, 
not or unless.  

We welcome your original contributions to the 
EānMé in the form of articles (word limit: 840), 
poems, Protestant church pictures for the cover, or 
information relevant to the season. Please send 
your entries by hard/soft copy to reach the STEC 
church office stthomasenglishchur@bsnl.in or 
stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com by the 20th of 
every month. 

You can read the current issue of EānMé online at 
http://www.santhomeenglishchurch.org/. A few earlier issues have been 
archived on `CSI St. Thomas English Church’ facebook page. 

Sunday bulletin temporarily suspended due to pandemic.  
 
We are on Social Media! 
‘Like’ our Church page on Facebook to stay updated 
https://www.facebook.com/StThomasEnglishChurch 
 
Join our Church group on Facebook to connect with 
each other and share / view pictures of church events 
https://www.facebook.com/CSI St. Thomas English Church, Santhome 
 
‘Follow’ @CSI_STEC on Twitter 
 
`Follow’ @csi_stec on Instagram 
 

Travelling on work or vacation?  
Don’t forget to click a picture! 
If you happen to visit or see a beautiful, historic Protestant 
church that you think should be on our EānMé cover, please 
click a hi-res picture and e-mail it, along with a short note 
about the Church, to stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com 

https://www.facebook.com/StThomasEnglishChurch
https://www.facebook.com/
mailto:stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com
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If you would like to join, participate in or use your time and effort for the 
Ministries, Fellowships and activities of the Church, please get in touch 
with the following people: 
 
Sunday School – Mrs. Grace Rathnam  
Blossoms for Christ (Tamil Sunday School) – Mrs. Sheeba Roshan 
Prayer Fellowship – Mr. Daniel Inbaraj 
Adult Fellowship – Mr. Ajit Stanley Moses 
Choir – Mrs. Anila Manoharan 
Women’s Fellowship – Mrs. Vasanthi Premkumar  
Men’s Fellowship – Mr. Milton Sigamoney 
Rapha (Hospital Ministry) – Mrs. Zibia Thiraviaraj  
Church Library – Mrs. Shailaja Henry  
Eco (Garden) – Mrs. Premalatha Samuel 
Evangelism – Mrs. Nirmala Stephen  
EānMé, Website Content, Facebook, Twitter & Instagram moderation – 
Mrs. Fabiola Jacob 
Weekly Bulletin (Pew Sheets) – Mrs. Kavita Edward 
Education Ministry (School) – Mrs. Gemina Martin 
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 FELLOWSHIP PROGRAMMES 
 

Sunday School  : 

English: Sunday – 4:30 pm online 

Tamil: Sunday – 4:30 pm (currently suspended 

due to pandemic) 

Women’s Fellowship : Saturday - 4:30 pm online 

Men’s Fellowship : Thursday - 6:30 pm online 

Adults’ Fellowship  : Saturday – 6:30 pm online 

Hospital visit  : 
II Sunday - 10:15 am (currently suspended due 

to pandemic) 

Prayer Fellowship : I and III Sunday – 7:15 pm online 

   

 

 

 

PASTORATE  

COMMITTEE 

MEMBERS 

 

Mr. Bright Joseph D. 

Mr. Ranjan Selvakumar C. 

Mr. Roshan Soundarapandian 

Mr. Santhakumar S. 

Mr. Wesley Isaac P. 

Mrs. Saroja Bai Godwin 

Mrs. Shilpa Nisha Malhotra 

   

  

 

The Rt. Rev. Dr. J. George Stephen 
Bishop in Madras 

 

Rev. J. Paul Sudhakar 
Chairman and Presbyter-in-charge 

 
Mr. Milton Sigamoney 
Mr. Ajit Stanley Moses 

Lay Readers 

             Dr. S. Rabinder Boaz 
             Secretary 

Mrs. Gemina Martin 
Treasurer 
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WORSHIP SERVICES – PLAN FOR JULY 2021 

Date and 
Time 

Day Services and Preacher Theme Stewards for Bible Reading 
and Offertory 

4.7.2021 
8:00 am 

 
 
 
 

The Fifth 
Sunday after 

Trinity 

Stewardship 
Sunday 

 
Morning prayer: (Zoom 
and YouTube) 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul 
Sudhakar 
 
 

 
Stewardship: 
transparency 

and 
accountability 

Exodus 36: 2-7 
Psalm 116: 12-19 
Philippians 4: 10-20 
St. Luke 19: 11-27 
 
Mr. & Mrs. Jaswanth 
Soundarapandian 
 

11.7.2021 
8:00 am 

 
 
 
 

The Sixth 
Sunday after 

Trinity 

Theological 
Education 

Sunday 

 
Morning prayer: (Zoom 
and YouTube) 
Sermon: Mr. Ashvin Dev 
Dhyriam  
 

 
 

Theological 
education: 

knowing and 
doing faith 

 

Exodus 3:1-12 
Psalm 111 
II Timothy 2: 1-13 
St. John 12: 20-26 
 
Mr. & Mrs. Martin King 

18.7.2021 
8:00 am 

 
 
 
 

The Seventh 
Sunday after 

Trinity 

 

 
Morning prayer: (Zoom 
and YouTube) 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul 
Sudhakar 
 

 
 

People of God: 
salt and light 

 

Isaiah 49: 1-7 
Psalm 27 
Ephesians 5: 1-5 
St. Matthew 5: 13-16 
 
Mr. & Mrs. Caleb Hastings 



35 

 

25.7.2021 
8:00 am 

 
 
 

The Eighth 
Sunday after 

Trinity 

 
Morning prayer: (Zoom 
and YouTube) 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul 
Sudhakar 
 

 
Ordained 
ministry: 

marked by the 
wounds of 

Christ 
 

I Samuel 22: 12-23 
Psalm 56 
Galatians 6: 11-18 
St. John 21: 15-19 
 
Dr. & Mrs. Z. Edward Kennedy 

1.8.2021 
 

6:30 am 

 

First day of the 
month 

 
 
Morning prayer: (Zoom 
and YouTube) 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul 
Sudhakar 
 

 
God rules the 

nations 

 
Psalm 22 
 


