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Dearly beloved in Christ, 
 
Greetings to you all in the name of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. 
 
I write to you at a time when we have completed our 
spiritual journey through Lent and have exercised our 
civil duty regarding our franchise. It has been a very 
useful experience for me personally to go through this 

Lent. Also, it was during the previous month, that we installed a new 
Pastorate Committee for our Church and Pastorate. We need to pray 
and cooperate with our people who have come forward to minister.  
 
The Christian community has never been an active participant in the 
politics of our country. This has become a point of debate these days. 
The Bible has to teach us much about polity and politics. Without the 
kings, rulers, kingdoms, war, invasion and defense, subjugation, slavery, 
revenue tax, and movements and protests; the Bible does not have 
much beyond. Even for the world to come, we do explain in terms of 
kingdom of God and the throne etc. Hence, we cannot claim to be naïve 
regarding politics. Also, even the mission and missionaries have to be 
seen from their land of origin. Bartholomäus Ziegenbalg and Plütschau 
the German protestant missionaries were recruited by the Danish King 
Frederick and were sent as missionaries to India. The name of Pontius 
Pilate, the Roman Governor, is remembered by the Church, week after 
week.  
 
Thus, it is now felt across India that the Christian presence and 
participation in the governance of the country is necessary. Though we 
have had significant Christian leaders, yet the Christian commitment and 
values were seldom exhibited by them. The Christian contribution in the 
sphere of education and health has been exemplary.  
 
The whole of North East India is significantly Christian, particularly in 
Nagaland and in Manipur it is above 90%. So it is with the southern 
states of India, where comparatively the Christian population and 
presence is quite high. The Bharatiya Janata Party has swept in the 
North East, in spite of their ‘anti beef eating’ agenda. The BJP in its 
Election manifesto for Tamil Nadu has declared: a). to re-name the state 
as ‘Dhakshan Pradesh’ b) to declare anti-conversion law c) enforce ban 
on cow slaughter etc. The mass of Christian population will have to live 
with these challenges. Our missionary organizations and staff will have 
to face threat in the days to come.  
 
In all this situation, it is now becoming important for us to be awakened 
and to be aware of the growing need and challenges. The first and 
foremost need is to stand in solidarity with the minority communities 
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whose life is also at threat. The second aspect is to stand united with 
other Christians for the simple reason of security and safety. Get 
involved in all possible manners of redemption and assertion of our 
rights. The least we can do is to identify with those who raise their voices 
for the minorities. 
 
May the Lord help us to stand united and committed as a flock of the 
Good Shepherd.  
 

Yours in His joyful service,  
Rev. J. Paul Sudhakar 

Presbyter-in-charge and Chairman 
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LEAP OF FAITH 
 

Watching a superhero movie is ‘willing suspension 
of disbelief’ in action. It was S T Coleridge, the 
English romantic poet who first introduced the term 

"suspension of disbelief" in 1817 and used it on the readers of his poems 
‘The Rime of the Ancient Mariner’ and ‘Kubla Khan’.  
 
We willingly suspend our disbelief all the time, whenever we read or 
watch a fabulous work of fiction, to enjoy the narrative. But the Easter 
story is not a work of fiction, though often, friends of other faiths try to 
draw us into an argument regarding the authenticity of resurrection. As 
Christians, we must know more about the reality of Christ’s resurrection, 
to hold firm in faith. Books like Lee Strobel’s ‘The case for Easter’ 
cleverly argue how and why Christ really rose from the dead – with an 
authentic dossier of proof. 
 
The evidence of faith 
But it takes a leap of faith to move beyond signs and wonders. We find in 
the gospels that when Jesus explained the parable of the sower to His 
disciples, He emphasized the importance of being firmly planted in a 
personal relationship with the Father. As we grow in the knowledge of 
God as revealed through the Scriptures, our faith roots are sustained by 
His Spirit. God helps His followers thrive through ever-changing 
circumstances, trials, persecution, and worry (Matthew 13:18-23).  
 
Our loving Father nourishes our hearts with His Word. As His Spirit 
transforms our character, He makes sure the fruit of our deep-rooted 
faith becomes evident to people around us. We become the evidence of 
faith that others can see. 
 
Mature in faith 
After Thomas initially doubted that Jesus had risen from the dead, He 
said to him, “…Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop 
doubting and believe” (John 20:27). When Thomas saw those scars for 
himself and heard Christ’s amazing words, he was convinced that it was 
Jesus. He exclaimed in belief, “My Lord and my God!”. Jesus then 
pronounced a special blessing for those who haven’t seen Him or His 
physical wounds but still believe in Him: “Blessed are those who have 
not seen and yet have believed” (John 20:29).  
 
The apostle Paul too calls us to “fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on 
what is unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is 
eternal” (2 Corinthians 4:18). 
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As someone said, ‘Faith in Christ is not a leap into the dark; it’s a step 
into the Light.’ 

Fabiola Jacob 

 
 
 



 

  

Featured on the cover this month, is St. Thomas 
Church, Perumalpuram in Tirunelveli, photographed 
by Mercy Roshan. 
 
About the Church 
Perumalpuram is a colony in Palayamkottai – 
Tirunelveli, which is popularly known as the ‘Oxford of 

South India’. Once a hub of Christian missions and organizations, the 
area is famous for the many schools and colleges founded by them – 
including the Sarah Tucker College, which shifted to its new premises 
here in 1956. 
 
When the Sarah Tucker College started functioning in its sprawling new 
premises in Perumalpuram, many houses also sprang up in the vicinity, 
As the nearest Church for them to worship in was either the Church in 
Kulavanigarpuram or the Holy Trinity Cathedral, Palayankottai – both at 
a considerable distance, the Christians here felt the need for a local 
Church. It was then that Canon Rev. S Paul Manickam, a retired 
presbyter settled in Perumalpuram planned to build a church here. Mr. 
Paul Jonathan donated the land for the church to be constructed. The 
Church was initially established with thatched roof.  
 
The foundation stone for this Church was laid on St. Thomas day (21 
December 1965). A few elders from the families in Perumalpuram and 
Rev. Paul Manickam collected money for the construction of the Church. 
Soon the building was completed and its architecture with a dome stood 
out as a unique structure here. The church was dedicated, again on St. 
Thomas day, 21 December 1969.  

In 2017, a steeple was added and dedicated, once again on St. Thomas 
day!  

St. Thomas Church is known today for its famous choir. Sunday school 
and youth groups for boys and girls are also very active here. The 
various fellowships also meet regularly and outreach programmes are 
held every Sunday and once a year as ‘Week of Witness’.  

The above information was narrated to me by my periamma Dr. Mrs. 
Nirmala Thangaraj, (who is also my husband Sujit’s athai), a long-time 
resident of Perumalpuram. This church has been our family church for 
many decades and I have fond memories of attending the church 
services during our visits to Tirunelveli. The church is just a minute’s 
walk from home, and I have seen a lot of changes over the last twenty 
years - with renovations in the interior, gallery like seating, first floor 
extension, side and front elevations and a new parish hall.  
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I have always been astounded by the fact that literally every house 
around the church is Christian. And during the Christmas season, almost 
all the houses will have not one but many colourful stars hanging on the 
portico. It always is a memorable time as the entire place celebrates the 
birth of Christ and gives us a magical feeling as though we have actually 
travelled 2000 years back in time and gone to a little town called 
Bethlehem. 

Priya Muller 
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WALLS AND VEIL 
 
The great wall of China was built to prevent the 
Mongolian invasion, 
If took centuries for the wall’s completion; 
Thousands of workers died for the wall to install, 
Kublai Khan, a Mongol did rule China in spite of the protective wall.  
 
Germany was divided into East and West by a wall that was erected, 
Many people trying to escape from East to West were killed as directed; 
Livelihood of many people and families were not sound, 
After two decades the Wall was brought down. 
 
The Jerusalem temple had a veil separating the people from the most 
‘Holy Place’, 
Once a year the High Priest could enter for atonement with animals’ 
blood for grace; 
When Christ for our sins, on the cross died, 
The veil was rent in two from top to bottom, clearing the way to the ‘Holy 
Place’ for mankind. 
 

Prema Jayasundar 

 

 
PRAYER TIME: 
Do you have a prayer point that you would like to share with our Church 
prayer group? Please mail it to stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com or 
drop it in the box at the main door of our Church, so that it can be 
included in the prayer list.  
Our Church prayer group meets on the first and third Sunday of every 
month, at 7.15 pm in Church (now on Zoom), to pray for general and 
specific needs. You are welcome to join the group. 

 
 

WRITE TO US! 
Do you have a comment on the articles, a fresh 
new idea or feedback about the EanMe that 
you would like to share with other readers? Mail 
it to stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com with 
‘EanMe MailBox’ in the subject. The best letters 
will be published in the next issue of the 
EanMe. 

mailto:stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com
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WHAT IF EASTER DIDN’T EXIST? 
 

Many of us know about Houdini magic.  They sealed him in coffins but he 
escaped.  They riveted him into a boiler and he escaped.  They sealed 
him in a beer barrel.  Again he escaped.  But in 1926, death laid his 
hands on Houdini. 
 
Death laid his hands on Jesus as well.  It put Jesus in a tomb and the 
seal of the Roman Government was placed upon that tomb.  But on the 
third day, He rose from the sleep of death.  What if Easter didn’t exist? 
 

• Our message would be powerless (I Cor. 15:12-17):  Verse 14 
says, “If Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain…”  
Our message is that God came to this world and paid the price of our 
sins by suffering and dying on the cross and rose again on the third 
day to ascend to Heaven and now offers victory over sin.  Had He not 
risen, the good news would have become bad news.  But now, it has 
the power to change lives. 

• Our faith would be useless:  If Christ has not risen, then our faith is 
in vain and it is all a myth and there is no need to follow Him.  If Jesus 
did not rise from the dead then we cannot trust Him for our eternity. 

• Our salvation would be pointless:  Verse 17 says, “If Christ has not 
been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins.”  If Easter 
did not exist, there would be no such thing as salvation.  A major part 
of our salvation is the forgiveness of sins and the promise of a 
resurrection.  But if Jesus did not rise again, then we cannot 
experience this salvation at all. 

o The reason that God raised His Son from the dead was twofold.  It 
was to vindicate that Jesus was truly innocent of sin and to validate 
our forgiveness as a demonstration that God had received Christ’s 
sacrifice for our sin. 

• Our life would be hopeless:  Because Christ rose from the dead, we 
hope that the glorious rewards are waiting for us in the life to come. 
 

Conclusion:   
A woman was diagnosed with a terminal illness and had been given 
three months to live.  As she was getting ready, she told her pastor about 
the songs to be sung during her funeral service, scriptures to be read 
and her outfit.  “There’s one more thing...” she continued excitedly.  “I 
want to be buried with a fork in my right hand!”  After a pause, she 
explained, “When people ask, ‘What’s with the fork?’ I want you to tell 
them: “Keep your fork.  The best is yet to come!” 
 
“But there will be glory and honor and peace from God!”—Rom. 2:10 

Ventriloquist Shanthakumar 
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LENTEN RETREAT – A REPORT 
 

The tradition of lent is described as “…a time for focusing on the heart, a 
time for asking questions about our spiritual health, a time of going very 
deeply into ourselves to find out what stands between us and God…” 
 
In order to make this holy season a time of spiritual renewal and to 
motivate the church to reflect on our Saviour’s supreme sacrifice on the 
cross, a retreat was arranged for the congregation on 21 March 2021. 
The special speakers were Mrs. Meghala & Mr. Rampert Ratnaiya. 
 
The retreat began in the service itself. As a prelude to the proceedings of 
the day, Mrs. Meghala sang the very moving song,” Via Dolorosa”.  Mr. 
Rampert shared the Word of God from John: 12:20—25 on the title 
“…we would like to see Jesus”.  
 
Directing our attention to the fact that Jesus spoke of His death, it was 
explained that John 12:26 was “a call to discipleship”, and to follow 
Jesus one has to 

• Love God 

• Give up worldly passions 

• Bear fruit…fruit that will last. 
 
Finally, Mr. Rampert concluded with the question, “Where are you?” 
based on Genesis: 3:9.  
 
After the morning service, the members reassembled inside the church 
for the second session, after a short break. Again, there was a time of 
singing with lively actions. The youth and children of our Church 
supported Mrs. Meghala. This was followed by a Group Discussion in 
which the participants were divided into 4 groups and were tasked with 
discussing four different case studies. In the end, leaders from the 
groups shared their point of view based on verses from the Holy Bible. 
 
In conclusion, Mr. Rampert gave a short sermon on, “Dealing with 
disappointment with God” explaining that any disappointment can be 
overcome if each one of us can claim Isaiah: 59:21 which is a covenant 
made by the Lord, wherein He promises that the Spirit of God will never 
depart neither from us nor from our children. Being frank with God about 
our inner self will change our disappointments, while walking by faith 
(and not by sight) and leaning on God. 
 
It was indeed a time of deliberation and serious contemplation to renew 
our commitment to live as “Kingdom People”. 

Ranjini Inbaraj   
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IT TOOK A MIRACLE  

The Passion Recital 2021 `It took a miracle’ - John W. Peterson, by our 
choir during this pandemic was like coming upon an oasis in the desert. 
Our spirits were lifted when the choir burst into `Praise the Lord, O 
Heavens’. They invited us to `Come praise the Lord with me’ and 
`Everybody sing praise to the Lord’.  

Then the choir moved into the Passion narrative with singing of the 
`Hosanna’ and the sombre movements of our Lord with the disciples. His 
assuring `Let not your heart be troubled’ rendered as a duet was so 
sweet and soothing, that all our fears were put to rest. Then past the 
moment of surrender in the garden of Gethsamane, we came across the 
noisy mob instigated by the Jewish leaders. In an electrifying 
atmosphere, Pilate’s exchanges with the leaders were brought out 
dramatically by the tenor and bass choristers. The choir led the listeners 
in a reflective mood to wonder whether we were any better than the 
Roman guards who tortured Christ and crucified Him. We too denied 
Him, betrayed Him when we broke our promise to follow Him. 

The burial and Mary’s mourning by the tomb were solemn moments. 
Then came the glorious Resurrection when the choir broke into `Alleluia, 
Christ the Lord is risen’. Mozart’s Gloria from the Twelfth Mass brought 
out our Lord as the Almighty God lifted high when all nations bow before 
Him. And then the choir wove together the various melodies into one 
glorious finale. 

Congratulations to the choir for giving us a very impressive cantata with 
introductions smartly presented even by the very young ones. The 
soaring notes of the sopranos, supported by the altos, were thrilling. And 
all this wearing masks! A memorable occasion indeed! 

Christleda Ponniah 
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A NOTE ON THE STEC FINANCIALS 
 
At the very outset, I thank our Almighty God for His overall guidance 
given to me, as the Honorary Treasurer for the triennial, with a slight 
extension in the tenure. Also, I would like to thank our Pastor Rev. J Paul 
Sudhakar the Chairman, our out-going secretary Mr Stephen Michael 
and each member of the pastorate committee for their excellent support 
in the functional administration of the Church and School functioning, 
which was such a pleasant experience. 
 
As the term for the Pastorate Committee had culminated in February ’21, 
after a span of serving for three years & five months, I furnish at the end 
of this note, the closing account details for [A] Church accounts & [B] 
Church-run school accounts, as of end February 2021. 
 
[A] Church Accounts  
We maintain 6 joint accounts [the Chairman & the Treasurer being the 
signatory authority], with only Indian Overseas Bank, Santhome branch, 
under various heads, viz., (1) General Fund a/c, (2) Parish Hall a/c, (3) 
Rural Church Building a/c, (4) Fete a/c – basically for the harvest festival 
accounting purpose, (5) Tenants a/c & (6) Cemetery a/c. 
 
The closing total of all the various heads works out to Rs.1,69,16,537/-, 
this is inclusive of (i) Cash in Hand, (ii) Bank Balance & (iii) Fixed 
deposits – in Parish Hall a/c (18 FDs), in Rural Church Building a/c (03 
FDs) & in Cemetery a/c (03 FDs). 
 
[B] Church-run School Account  
The school accounting is maintained in Indian Overseas Bank, 
Santhome and State Bank of India, Santhome. The SBI account is 
operational only for purchase of text books for the school & for every 
other purpose, we operate through IOB. The account closing total as on 
end of February 2021 stands at Rs.44,83,823/- for both the bank 
accounts. This balance is inclusive of (i) Cash in Hand, (ii) Bank Balance 
& (iii) Fixed Deposits (9 FDs). A detailed account summary is furnished 
at the end of this note. 
 
The financial position as on date of the [A] Church Accounts & [B] 
Church-run school account, seem to be healthy & comfortable. I am 
grateful to our Heavenly Father who guided me in the handling of various 
accounts and I’m extremely thankful to our Almighty God for leading 
each member of our Church congregation to financially support our 
Church and the various activities. My thanks to you all. 
 

Benjamin Hastings 
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`HIDE THEM IN YOUR HEART' - A SCRIPTURE CHALLENGE! 
 
Can you memorize Psalm 119: 121-128 before 25 Apr 2021? 
 
If this offer appeals to you, please approach 
Roshan Soundarapandian (Mobile No: 98403 
88365) - a surprise awaits you! 
The winners will be announced in next month's 
EanMe!  
Of course, prizes would follow! 
Anyone can rise to the opportunity - no age limit 
– all the best!  
 
Why the Scripture Challenge? 
There is no other single discipline in Christian life that is more rewarding 
than memorizing Scripture. Our prayer life will be strengthened. Our 
witnessing will be sharper and effective. Our attitude and perspective will 
begin to change. Our mind will become alert, observant and confident, 
enhancing our faith in ourselves and in God. 
 
We need to hide God's Word in our hearts so that we don't sin against 
Him. Carrying Scripture in our hands and also in our hearts is a way to 
cherish God's Word, creating an amazing opportunity to meditate on the 
truth and hastening the process of transforming us into Christ-likeness. 
When we fill our minds with the Word of God, we build a barrier between 
us and the enemy. The more verses you memorize, the barricade 

becomes higher and stronger. 
 
The Word of God brings us wisdom, strength and 
hope. It gives assurance, solace, power and 
authority. Above all we will enjoy peace of mind. So 
come, let's indulge in this overwhelming experience! 

 
Winners:  

Name 
  

Jan 
2021 

Feb 
2021 

Mar 
2021 

Psalm 
119: 

97-104 

Psalm 
119: 

105-112 

Psalm 
119: 

113-120 

Ezekiel David   

Felicia William   

Gino Jaden Paul   

Iris Manoharan   

Jadon Titus Muller   
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Jemima Thilagan   

Jeremy Roopsingh   

Johnsson Jaden Dhyriam   

Jonathan Ethan Dhyriam   

Jonathan Roopsingh   

Joshua Emmanuel   

Judah Stephen   

Keturah Manoharan   

Kezia Regan   

M. Hema   

Manya Lily Malhotra   

Natalia Regan   

Pamela Bridget    

Priya Muller   

Rachel Dhiraviaraj   

Ranjini Inbaraj   

Rohan Abraham Stanley   

Santhosh Dhyriam   

Shekinah Dhyriam   

Shreya Dhyriam   

Zoey Emmanuel   

 
 
 

GEMS FROM THE BIBLE 
Put them in your heart-bank – 
memorize and use them! 

• Jesus said … “I am the resurrection 
and the life”. _ John 11:25 

• Christ has been raised from the 
dead.  – I Corinthians 15:20 

• He is not here, but has risen. – Luke 24:6 

• Christ died for us. – Romans 5:8 

• And behold, I am with you always… - Matt 28:20 

Shobana Soundarapandian  
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REV. JOHN HARPER – 
TRUE HERO OF THE TITANIC 

 
We all know the story. The Titanic, a British 
passenger liner, struck an iceberg off 
Newfoundland on the night of April 14-15, 1912, 

and sank.  There is part of that story, however, that is not widely known. 
 
One of the passengers on the Titanic was a godly Pastor from Scotland, 
by the name of John Harper. Born in 1872 in a Christian family in 
Houston, Renfrewshire, Scotland, Harper came to know the Lord at the 
age of thirteen. As a young man he worked in the mill by day, but spent 
all his free time preaching in his village, pleading with all who would 
listen to come to the Lord. In his early twenties he worked with the 
Baptist Pioneer Mission and later established Paisley Road Baptist 
Church in London – a church that started with twenty-five but through his 
ministry grew to five hundred. 
 
Thirst for souls 
Harper had recently spent three months ministering at the Moody Church 
in Chicago, during which time the church had experienced one of the 
most wonderful revivals in its history. He had not been back in Britain 
long when he was asked to return and continue his ministry. He quickly 
made arrangements for himself and his six-year-old daughter, Nana, to 
travel back to American on board the Lusitania. However, he decided to 
delay their departure for one week, so that they could sail on a new ship, 
the Titanic, which was about to make its maiden voyage. 
 
On Sunday the 14th of April, 1912, the day when the iceberg was struck, 
the weather was fine, the sea calm. Harper attended the church service 
for the passengers. His niece reported that later that afternoon she saw 
her Uncle speaking individually to people about their souls. It seems he 
was in the habit of seeking out the lost sheep wherever he went. 
 
The Titanic struck the iceberg at 11:40 p.m. on April 14, 1912. As the call 
was issued for passengers to vacate their cabins, Harper wrapped his 
daughter in a blanket, told her that she would see him again one day, 
and passed her to one of the crewmen. After watching her safely board 
one of the lifeboats, he removed his life jacket and gave it to one of the 
other passengers. One survivor distinctly remembered hearing him 
shout, "Women, children and the unsaved into the lifeboats!" Harper 
knew that believers were ready to die but the unsaved were not ready. 
Harper then ran along the decks pleading with people to turn to Christ, 
and with the ship sinking, he called upon the Titanic’s orchestra to play, 
"Nearer, my God, to Thee." Gathering people around him on deck, he 
then knelt down, and "with holy joy in his face" raised his arms in prayer. 
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As the ship began to lurch, he jumped into the icy waters and swam 
frantically to all he could reach, beseeching them to turn to the Lord 
Jesus and be saved. Finally, as hypothermia set in, John Harper sank 
beneath the waters and passed into the Lord’s presence; he was 39. 
 
Witness for Christ 
Four years later, a young Scotsman by the name of Aguilla Webb stood 
up in a meeting in Hamilton, Canada, and gave the following testimony: 
 
I am a survivor of the Titanic. When I was drifting alone on a spar that 
awful night, the tide brought Mr. John Harper of Glasgow, also on a piece 
of wreck, near me. ‘Man,’ he said, ‘Are you saved?’ ‘No,’ I said, ‘I am 
not.’ He replied, ‘Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be 
saved.’ The waves bore him away; but, strange to say brought him back 
a little later, and he said, ‘Are you saved now?’ ‘No,’ I said, ‘I cannot 
honestly say that I am.’ He said again, ‘Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and thou shalt be saved,’ and shortly after he went down; and there, 
alone in the night, and with two miles of water under me, I believed. I am 
John Harper’s last convert. 
 
Apparently, God wanted Webb's amazing testimony to be shared, 
because only seven people were plucked from the icy water that night to 
join the survivors in the lifeboats.  Webb was one of them. 
 
In the Hollywood movie of the Titanic, nothing was said about John 
Harper, but he was truly one of the great heroes of the Titanic.  In the 
face of death and drowning, he was concerned about the souls of men. 
 

Courtesy: www.middletownbiblechurch.org 

 

 
“We live and die; Christ died and 
lived!”—John Stott 

“Christ has not only spoken to us by 
His life but has also spoken for us by 
His death!”—Soren Kiekegaard 

“We must not forget that it wasn’t the Jews that put Him on the cross and 
it wasn’t the Romans.  It was my sins, it was your sins, the sins of this 
world!”—Franklin Graham 

“It wasn’t nails that held him to the cross but His love for you and me!”  

“Easter is meant to be a symbol of hope, renewal and new life!”—Janine  

Ventriloquist Shanthakumar 
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HE LIVES 

By training, Alfred Ackley was a cellist who had 
studied at the Royal Academy of Music in London. 
But he was also a minister of the Gospel, serving 
Presbyterian churches in Pennsylvania and 
California.  

The Gospel song, `He lives’ was written after a question was posed to 
Ackley by a young Jewish student: `Why should I worship a dead Jew?’ 

Ackley answered quickly, `He lives! I tell you, He is not dead, but lives 
here and now! Jesus Christ is more alive today than ever before. I can 
prove it by my own experience, as well as the testimony of countless 
thousands’.  

Ackley talked to the man further and then went home to re-read the 
Resurrection stories of the Gospels. As he read, the words `He is risen’ 
struck him with new meaning. Then, from the combination of Scriptural 
evidence, his own heart, and the experience of the innumerable cloud of 
witnesses, he sat down at the piano and wrote this song. He once said, 
`The thought of His ever-living Presence brought the music promptly and 
easily’.  

I serve a risen Saviour, He’s in the world today; 
I know that He is living, whatever men may say; 
I see His Hand of mercy, I hear His voice of cheer, 
And just the time I need Him, He’s always near. 
 
He lives, He lives, Christ Jesus lives today! 
He walks with me and talks with me, along life’s narrow way, 
He lives, He lives, salvation to impart, 
You ask me how I know He lives? He lives within my heart! 
 
In all the world around me, I see His loving care, 
And though my heart grows weary, I never will despair; 
I know that He is leading through all the stormy blast; 
The day of His appearing will come at last. 
 
Rejoice, rejoice O Christian, lift up your voice and sing, 
Eternal Hallelujahs to Jesus Christ the King! 
The hope of all who seek Him, the help of all who find, 
None other is so loving, so good and kind. 
 
You can listen to it online at https://youtu.be/qF6aBDS3drA 
 

https://youtu.be/qF6aBDS3drA
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LUIS PALAU – THE ‘BILLY 
GRAHAM  

OF LATIN AMERICA’ 
 

Evangelist Luis Palau, an immigrant from 
Argentina who made his home in the United States, was one of Billy 
Graham’s most prominent successors and shared the gospel in more 
than 80 countries around the world. His ministry led millions of 
individuals to make personal decisions to follow Jesus. 
 
Palau preached the gospel to heads of state in Latin America and as the 
Iron Curtain fell in the USSR, his crusades brought together a diverse 
array of Christians, including Protestants, Orthodox, and Catholics. As a 
young man, Palau interpreted for Graham, who later helped fund Palau’s 
evangelism organization when it officially started in 1978. 
 
Childhood experiences 
Palau grew up in Ingeniero Maschwitz, a small town about 30 miles 
outside Buenos Aires. He was born in 1934, the only boy in a family of 
seven children, in a bilingual family to a father whose parents immigrated 
from Spain after World War I and a mother with Scottish and French 
family. Palau’s parents, Luis Palau Sr. and Matilde Balfour de Palau, 
became Christians after Edward Rogers, a high-ranking British oil 
executive, gave Palau’s mother a Bible. Rogers served as a key spiritual 
influence on Palau during his childhood, and when Palau’s father 
unexpectedly died, Rogers financially helped the family out. 
 
Palau’s own conversion experience happened while he was at summer 
camp in 1947, when a camp counselor led him to Christ. 
 
“You don’t have to have a jaw-dropping story of how you received Jesus. 
It just must be yours,” Palau later wrote in a memoir. “Some have the 
light falling from heaven, the Damascus road experience that takes them 
from the ‘chief of sinners’ into the arms of Jesus. Some of us are kids 
just starting to learn what sin means, and the light from heaven looks like 
a shaky flashlight beam on the page of a Bible as chilly rain falls around. 
All that is important in our conversion is the reality of it.” 
 
Palau first learned English from a young age through his parents, who 
were bilingual. Much of his education was also in English, first at a British 
boarding school and later at a prestigious academy associated with 
Cambridge University. 
 
Influenced by Billy Graham 
After finishing school and finding work at a Bank of London branch, 
Palau first encountered Graham’s voice over the radio as a teenager in 
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Argentina. Within several years, Palau himself had petitioned his local 
radio to allow him to give sermons. Having initially aspired to become a 
lawyer, Palau now began dreaming of ministry with the global scale and 
mass evangelism that marked Graham’s crusades. Around the same 
time, he attended a Bible study led by visiting American pastor and writer 
Ray Stedman, who over the next couple months urged the Argentine to 
move to the US to train for ministry. 
 
When he arrived in California’s San Francisco Bay Area, Palau lived with 
Stedman, who was also simultaneously mentoring a young Chuck 
Swindoll. Stedman’s mentorship extended beyond assigning books or 
imposing advice. He encouraged Palau to attend Dallas Theological 
Seminary, but Palau felt daunted by the four-year commitment and opted 
for a one-year program at Multnomah School of the Bible (now 
Multnomah University). 
 
At Multnomah, Palau met his wife, Patricia, an Oregon resident who had 
her own dreams of global evangelism. After they married, the couple 
moved to Detroit before spending time in Costa Rica, Colombia, and 
Mexico with Overseas Crusades mission agency. As they expanded their 
family—they ultimately had four boys—the Palaus decided to raise their 
children in Oregon.  
 
Partners in Ministry 
Palau had briefly met Graham when the latter visited Argentina, but their 
paths crossed again as Palau approached 30. Palau looked up to 
Graham, emulating his city-centered strategy, naming successful 
businessmen to his ministry board, populating his sermons with current 
events, tapping prominent athletes to give testimonies at his events, and 
not attempting a crusade unless a diverse coalition of churches invited 
him. At the beginning of his ministry, he translated for Graham, and over 
the course of their decades’ long ministries, they partnered together at 
various times. 
 
Palau’s crusades often followed decades of ministry by local churches 
and Bible societies, many of them Pentecostal. Despite his international 
ministry and the political upheaval that Latin America endured in the 
second half of the 20th century, Palau gained a reputation as one who 
rarely commented on politics. 
 
When Luis Palau passed away on 11 March 2021, the British evangelist 
J. John had this to say about him: “One reason that Luis was so good as 
an evangelist was that he was so openly and wonderfully enthusiastic 
about the gospel. As anyone who heard Luis will testify, there was joy in 
what he said. With him the good news sounded good news.” 

Source: The Internet 

 



24 

 

2,000-YEAR-OLD BIBLICAL 
TEXTS DISCOVERED IN 

ISRAEL, FIRST SINCE DEAD 
SEA SCROLLS 

 
For the first time in about 60 
years, excavations by Israeli 

archaeologists have uncovered fragments of a biblical scroll, according 
to the Israel Antiquities Authority (IAA). More than 20 bits of parchment 
were found after teams rappelled down 90 yards off a cliff into “the Cave 
of Horror” in the Judean Desert reserve’s Nahal Hever. 
 
The IAA says the 2,000-year-old fragments are Greek translations of the 
Old Testament books of Zechariah and Nahum, and are radiocarbon-
dated to the 2nd century AD. The name of God is written in Hebrew. 
 
One of the fragments appears to contain a portion of Zechariah 8:16-17 
— “These are the things you are to do: Speak the truth to one another, 
render true and perfect justice in your gates. And do not contrive evil 
against one another, and do not love perjury, because all those are 
things that I hate—declares the LORD.” Another fragment appears to 
consist of Nahum 1:5-6 — “The mountains quake before him and the 
hills melt away. The earth trembles at his presence, the world and all 
who live in it. Who can withstand his indignation? Who can endure his 
fierce anger? His wrath is poured out like fire; the rocks are shattered 
before him.” 
 
The original Dead Sea scrolls, a collection of about 900 Jewish 
manuscripts, were also found in desert caves in that general region near 
the Dead Sea between 1947 and 1956. They date from the 3rd century 
BC to the 1st century AD and include the earliest known copies of biblical 
texts. Those texts included sections of the Old Testament 1,000 years 
older than any previously known copy. 

Courtesy: Jonathan Petersen,  
www.biblegateway.com 

 

What are the Dead Sea Scrolls? 
First discovered in the Judean desert in the 1940s, the Dead Sea Scrolls 
were likely hidden by Jews during a revolt against the Roman Empire in 
1st century CE. Also called the Qumran Caves Scrolls, the artefacts 
were first recovered on the northern shore of the Dead Sea. The region 
is a part of the West Bank, a landlocked area bordered by Jordan and 
Israel, which since 1967 has been under Israeli occupation and consists 
of over 150 Palestinian Territories. 
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Thousands of small, damaged fragments of writing have been 
discovered along with a few well-preserved manuscripts. Most well-
preserved pieces of parchment (vellum) and papyrus have been 
recovered from 11 Qumran caves. 
 
Most of the scrolls contain text in Hebrew while some are also written in 
Greek and Aramaic. The writing was done with black ink, which was 
derived from carbon soot from lamps, mixed with honey, oil, vinegar, and 
water. 
 
According to archaeologists, the scrolls were written by peoples of the 
ancient Jewish sect Essenes. Most findings were made inside of 
earthenware vessels that were buried or stored in caves, as was the 
traditional Jewish custom in the region for sacred religious texts. 
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BIBLE QUIZ FOR ALL 
 
All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness. - II Timothy 3:16 
 
God honours and promises to bless all those who 
respect, love and meditate on His precious Word. It is 
the most valuable possession we own because it is our Father's love 
letter to us. Everything else will pass away, 'but the Word of God stands 
forever'. - Isaiah 40:8. 

The quiz is open to participants of all ages.  
Answers should be given by the 27th of the month.  Late entries will not 
be considered.  
Answers should be mailed to sheebs@hotmail.com or given to Mrs. 
Sheeba Roshan in person. 
Names of participants with score will be mentioned in the next issue.  
Winners will be awarded at the end of the year. 
 
QUIZ 4 
 
Portion: Ephesians 
 

 
 
Across: 

1. We have been sealed with this (4,6) 
2. _____ of salvation 
3. We should endeavour to keep this. 

mailto:sheebs@hotmail.com
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4. Masters should know that their ______ is in heaven. 
5. Christ cleanses the Church. 

 
Down: 

1. We are made to sit in these places 
2. Speak the truth in _____ 
3. Christ gave them to the Church 
4. A faithful minister in the Lord 
5. Fathers should not ______ their children. 

 
Answers to Quiz 3: 

1. Galatians 4:9 - As the Galatians were turning back to those weak and 
miserable forces. 
2. Galatians 1:1, 2 – Paul writes “not from men nor by a man, but by 
Jesus Christ and God the Father, who raised him from the dead and all 
the brothers and sisters with him” 
3. Galatians 5:10 -pay the penalty. 
4. Galatians 4:24, 26- Hagar and Sarah 
5. Galatians 6:2 - Carry each other’s burdens. 
6. Galatians 2:14- for not acting in line with the truth of the gospel 
7. Galatians 3:22,23 - Before the coming of the faith in Jesus Christ they 
were held in custody under the law, locked up until the faith that was to 
come would be revealed. 
8. Galatians 4:7 - God’s child; and since His child, God has made us also 
an heir. 
9. Galatians 1:6 - so quickly deserting the one who called them to live in 
the grace of Christ and were turning to a different gospel. 
10. Galatians 3:16 – Abraham. 

Points tally after Quiz 3:   

  

 
    Mar 2021  Aggregate 

1 Daniel Inbaraj  10 30 

2 Deepathavana Ranjan 10 30 

3 Dorothy Evangeline Joshua  10 30 

4 Esther Jayanthi Surya 10 30 

5 Felicia William 10 30 

6 Hannah Cheryl Daniel 10 30 

7 Jadon Titus Muller 10 30 

8 Jason Travis Daniel  10 30 

9 Jeremy Roopsingh 

 

- 10 
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10 Joann Ignatius 10 30 

11 Johnsson Jaden Dhyriam 10 20 

12 Jonathan Ethan Dhyriam 10 20 

13 Jonathan Roopsingh - 10 

14 Keturah Manoharan 10 30 

15 Kezia Regan  10 30 

16 Mahilini Santhosh 10 30 

17 Manya Malhotra 10 30 

18 Natalia Regan  10 30 

19 Nirmala Naveendhar 10 30 

20 Ranjini Inbaraj 10 30 

21 Rohan Abraham Stanley  10 30 

22 Santosh Dhyriam 10 30 

23 Shekinah Dhyriam 10 30 

24 Shilpa Malhotra 10 30 

25 Shreya Dhyriam 10 30 

26 Tasha Grace  10 30 

27 Zibia Thiraviaraj - 20 
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Why EānMé? 
‘EānMé’ – literally meaning “unless” in Greek – has its roots in St. 
Thomas the Apostle’s words of doubt. It is based on his famous words to 
the Risen Lord in St. John 20:25: “…Unless I see in His hands the print 
of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and put my hand 
into His side, I will not believe.” 

‘Unless’ or ‘except’ in the King James Version is translated from the 
Greek word ‘EānMé’ εανμε (eh-an’ may) meaning: before, but, except, 
not or unless.  

We welcome your original contributions to the 
EānMé in the form of articles (word limit: 840), 
poems, Protestant church pictures for the cover, or 
information relevant to the season. Please send 
your entries by hard/soft copy to reach the STEC 
church office stthomasenglishchur@bsnl.in or 
stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com by the 20th of 
every month. 

You can read the current issue of EānMé online at 
http://www.santhomeenglishchurch.org/. A few earlier issues have been 
archived on `CSI St. Thomas English Church’ facebook page. 

Sunday bulletin temporarily suspended due to pandemic.  
 
We are on Social Media! 
‘Like’ our Church page on Facebook to stay updated 
https://www.facebook.com/StThomasEnglishChurch 
 
Join our Church group on Facebook to connect with 
each other and share / view pictures of church events 
https://www.facebook.com/CSI St. Thomas English Church, Santhome 
 
‘Follow’ @CSI_STEC on Twitter 
 
`Follow’ @csi_stec on Instagram 
 

Travelling on work or vacation?  
Don’t forget to click a picture! 
If you happen to visit or see a beautiful, historic Protestant 
church that you think should be on our EānMé cover, please 
click a hi-res picture and e-mail it, along with a short note 
about the Church, to stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com 

https://www.facebook.com/StThomasEnglishChurch
https://www.facebook.com/
mailto:stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com
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If you would like to join, participate in or use your time and effort for the 
Ministries, Fellowships and activities of the Church, please get in touch 
with the following people: 
 
Sunday School – Mrs. Grace Rathnam  
Blossoms for Christ (Tamil Sunday School) – Mrs. Sheeba Roshan 
Prayer Fellowship – Mr. Daniel Inbaraj 
Adult Fellowship – Mr. Ajit Stanley Moses 
Choir – Mrs. Anila Manoharan 
Women’s Fellowship – Mrs. Vasanthi Premkumar  
Men’s Fellowship – Mr. Milton Sigamoney 
Rapha (Hospital Ministry) – Mrs. Ranjini Inbaraj  
Church Library – Mrs. Shailaja Henry  
Eco (Garden) – Mrs. Premalatha Samuel 
Evangelism – Mrs. Nirmala Stephen  
EānMé, Website Content, Facebook, Twitter & Instagram moderation – 
Mrs. Fabiola Jacob 
Weekly Bulletin (Pew Sheets) – Mrs. Kavita Edward 
Education Ministry (School) – Mrs. Gemina Martin 
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 FELLOWSHIP PROGRAMMES 
 

Sunday School  : 

English: Sunday – 4:30 pm online 

Tamil: Sunday – 4:30 pm (currently suspended 

due to pandemic) 

Women’s Fellowship : Saturday - 4:30 pm online 

Men’s Fellowship : Thursday - 6:30 pm online 

Adults’ Fellowship  : Saturday – 6:30 pm online 

Hospital visit  : 
II Sunday - 10:15 am (currently suspended due 

to pandemic) 

Prayer Fellowship : I and III Sunday – 7:15 pm online 

   

 

 

 

 

PASTORATE  

COMMITTEE 

MEMBERS 

 

Mr. Bright Joseph D. 

Mr. Ranjan Selvakumar C. 

Mr. Roshan Soundarapandian 

Mr. Santhakumar S. 

Mr. Wesley Isaac P. 

Mrs. Saroja Bai Godwin 

Mrs. Shilpa Nisha Malhotra 

   

  

 

 

The Rt. Rev. Dr. J. George Stephen 
Bishop in Madras 

 

Rev. J. Paul Sudhakar 
Chairman and Presbyter-in-charge 

 
Mr. Milton Sigamoney 
Mr. Ajit Stanley Moses 

Lay Readers 

             Dr. S. Rabinder Boaz 
             Secretary 

Mrs. Gemina Martin 
Treasurer 
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WORSHIP SERVICES – PLAN FOR APRIL 2021 

Date and 
Time 

Day Services and Preacher Theme Stewards for Bible Reading 
and Offertory 

4.4.2021 
 

8:00 am 
 
 
 
 

 

Easter Sunday 

The First 
Sunday of 

Easter 

 
 
Morning prayer: 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul 
Sudhakar 
 
 

 
 
 

Resurrection: 
celebrating the 
joy of salvation 

 
Exodus 14: 5-31 
Psalm 118: 14-29 
Colossians 3: 1-11 
St. Matt 28: 1-10 
 
Office Bearers 

11.4.2021 
7:30 am 

 
 
 

6:00 pm 

The Second 
Sunday of 

Easter 

 
Matins: 
Sermon: Mrs. Nirmala 
Stephen 
 
Evensong 

 
 
 

Encounter with 
the risen Lord 

 

Genesis 32: 22-32 

Psalm 40 

Acts 9: 1-18 

St. John 20: 24-29 

 

Psalm 27 / Rev 1: 1-8 

Mr. & Mrs. Benjamin Hastings 

18.4.2021 
7:30 am 

 
 
 

6:00 pm 

The Third 
Sunday of 

Easter 

 

 
Morning prayer: 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul 
Sudhakar 
 
Evensong 
 

 
 

Identifying 
risen Lord in 

the workplace 

Ruth 2: 1-18 

Psalm 15 

Acts 9: 36-43 

St. John 21: 1-14 

 

1 Kings 19: 19-21 / Acts 16: 6-15 

Mr. & Mrs. James Thiraviaraj 
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25.4.2021 
7:30 am 

 
 
 

6:00 pm 

The Fourth 
Sunday of 

Easter 

 

 
Morning prayer: 
Sermon: Rev. Ruban 
Jayakumar 
 
Evensong 

 
Community 
formation 
around 

resurrection 
experience  

Isaiah 25: 1-9 

Psalm 126 

Acts 4: 32-37  

St. Luke 24: 13-35 

 

Isaiah 65: 17–25 / Acts 2: 43-47 

Pastor’s family 

1.5.2021 
 

6:30 am 

First day of the 
month 

May Day  

 
 
Morning prayer: 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul 
Sudhakar 
 

 
You are my 
hiding place  

 
Psalm 91 


