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Dearly beloved in Christ, 

 
Greeting to you in the name of our crucified and risen 
Lord. 
 
We need to thank and praise God for the wonderful 
way our Lord has led us to this day. We as a nation 
have gone through very difficult times in the past five 

years, particularly in the economic, social and political front. 
Economically, from the day demonetization was declared, our economy 
has crippled. The rise in the price of essential commodities such as 
cooking gas and petrol, the closing down of small and medium scale 
industries etc have hit the people very hard. Socially, we see an 
engineering of communities being fragmented and hostility and contempt 
constantly fanned and bred. Politically, we have witnessed the very basic 
structure of our democracy being challenged by subverting governments 
and political parties through horse trading and forming Governments 
against people’s mandate. In the whole of India, the BJP could muster 
support only up to 30% but the power they exercise is threatening.  
 
This month of March, we will have to go through the election process in 
our own Tamil Nadu. Let us have the basic statistics before us: 
 
Tamil Nadu 
Population - 7.21 crores (2011) 
Districts in TN -38 
Assembly constituencies - 234 
Total number of voters (2021): 6,26,74,446 
Women: 3,18,28,727 
Men: 3,08,38,473   
Third gender: 7,246 
 
We now have two important roles to play: 
 
Firstly, as Christians, we need to follow the teaching of the Bible. The 
verses in 1Timothy 2:1,2; “I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, 
intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people — for kings and all 
those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all 
godliness and holiness.” and Jeremiah 29:7 “Also, seek the peace and 
prosperity of the city to which I have carried you into exile. Pray to the 
LORD for it, because if it prospers, you too will prosper;” teaches us to 
be responsible citizens. 
 
Secondly, in a country like India, we have the blessing of the free 
franchise and democracy. Hence, we do have the greater responsibility 
of ensuring a proper, stable and law abiding, honest and people oriented, 
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secular government to be put in place. Let us do our part by voting and 
help others to vote. 
 
God bless you all. 
 

Yours in His joyful service,  
Rev. J. Paul Sudhakar 

Presbyter-in-charge and Chairman 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GEMS FROM THE BIBLE 
Put them in your heart-bank – 
memorize and use them! 

• He said… "Pray that you may 

not enter into temptation." - 

Luke 22:40 

• But I say, walk by the Spirit - Galatians 5:16 

• So, we fasted…and He listened - Ezra 8:23 

• And above all these, put on love - Colossians 3:14 

• Finally, be strong in the Lord - Ephesians 6:10 

Shobana Soundarapandian  
 
 



7 

 

Sensitivity: Unclassified 

THE CROSS AND HUMILITY 
 

“It’s hard to be humble, when you’re as great as I 
am” declared Muhammad Ali, the great boxing 
legend, who could “float like a butterfly, and sting 
like a bee” at the peak of his career. And we all know only too well, what 
eventually happened to him. 
 
But it is the same with us Christians. Flip through the gospel channels on 
television today and you will find that the one quality clearly lacking is 
‘humility’. Yes, it’s not easy to be humble in today’s “me first” world, 
where popularity and success are invariably linked. It’s the loudest 
voices that get heard, and the flashiest get noticed. As Christians, we 
often have the tendency to rest on our laurels, take pride in our legacy 
and bask in the glory of being ‘saved’ – forgetting that we are called to 
run a continuous race.   
 
Christ-like Humility 
The Cross teaches us that our calling is to follow Christ’s ultimate 
example of humility. Though eternally with the Father, Jesus chose to 
submit Himself to the cross in love so that through His death He might lift 
any who receive Him into the joy of His presence. 
 
We are called to imitate this humility of Jesus, when we seek to serve 
our heavenly Father by serving others. Jesus’s kindness and sacrifice 
shows us the way - to setting ourselves aside to attend to others’ needs. 
As the word of God instructs us, “In your relationships with one another, 
have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, 
did not consider equality with God something to be used to His own 
advantage; rather, he made Himself nothing by taking the very nature of 
a servant” (Philippians 2:5-7). 
 
Called to be humble 
Paul also urges us in Philippians 2, to lead a life of humble love and 
service – that is rooted on the example set for us by Jesus himself. We 
are to be “like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and of 
one mind.” He also adds, “Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain 
conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, not looking to 
your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others” (3-4).  
 
This type of living does not come naturally. It becomes possible only 
when we allow the Holy Spirit to enable us to live out the humble love 
expressed perfectly by Christ on the Cross – and that would be the 
hallmark of true Christian living. 

Fabiola Jacob 
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Gracing our cover this month is the historic St. Mary’s 
Orthodox Church, Thiruvithamcode, Tamil Nadu, 
photographed by Mercy Roshan. 
 
About the Church 
Consecrated by the Apostle Thomas himself in 63 AD the 
Thiruvithamcode Arapally (as it is popularly known), is 

believed to be the oldest Church in the world. Almost hidden amid the 
coconut groves of the charming border village of Thiruvithamcode near 
Thuckalay, this quaint yet historic place of worship is just a short drive 
from the National Highway that connects Thiruvananthapuram and 
Kanyakumari.  
 
Saint Thomas who came to India along with traders from Syria soon after 
the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, landed in Chinna Muttam, a 
trade centre near Kanyakumari. According to tradition, he established a 
cross here for 64 families of converted Christians who moved to the area 
from Mylapore, fearing persecution from their ruler. St. Thomas brought 
them to Travancore crossing the Western Ghats. When they arrived at 
Travancore, the local king of Venad, Imayavaramban Cheraladan 
received them and offered them land and food. He gave them 300 acres 
of land to build a church and with help from the king St. Thomas 
constructed the church and settled the Christians here. The church is 45 
feet length, 15 feet broad and 10 feet in height, with walls of locally 
quarried granite stone, chiselled with a multi-tipped chisel – an 
indigenous technique.  
 
Locally, the Church is also called ‘Thomayaar Koil’ or ‘Arapally’ - a term 
derived from ‘Arasan’ the Dravidian word for king - as it was constructed 
and maintained with the support and patronage of the king. The present 
church is reputedly built on the site of the original church, which since 
then may have been rebuilt at least five times. But historians agree that 
the native style of the original church seems to have been faithfully 
maintained. 
 
According to a legend, the well near the Church is believed to have been 
dug by St. Thomas and has never dried up. The Baptism font in the 
antechamber, and the St. Thomas Cross in the southern wall of the 
sanctum are believed to have been chiselled out of stone by the Apostle 
himself.  
 
The heritage museum here has a small collection of artefacts, an ancient 
mill stone, several old coins and a set of gifts to the church (said to be 
given by the Portuguese). This historic Church, and the newly-built St. 
Thomas Pilgrimage Centre now function under the Malankara Orthodox 
Syrian Church. 

(With inputs from Prof Dr Nirmala Thangaraj) 
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WORK OF THE SPIRIT AGAINST FLESH 
 
God created man from the dust of the earth, 
He breathed into man’s nostrils the breath of live to 
give man living birth; 
He got a living image of God which was a merit, 
Since he was made in the image of God, he had the ‘Holy Spirit’. 
 
He sinned, when he believed Satan’s lie, 
Then he lost the glory of God and became naked and sly; 
From the grace of God, he fell short and shoddy, 
God had to kill animals to cover man’s naked body. 
 
From the time he sinned, man’s spirit has been overtaken by his flesh, 
Those who are influenced by flesh cannot please God but live in lust; 
If man continues to live according to the flesh, the result is death, 
Living in flesh is sin and he cannot recover the living breath; 
 
If man comes to Christ, he can overcome flesh, that to sin does urge, 
Christ is able to remove the bondage of scourge; 
All past will be wiped out to be forgotten as well as the damage, 
He will be recreated into God’s image. 
 

Prema Jayasundar 

 

 
 

CHORAL HUMOUR! 
One week, the pastor preached on commitment 
and how we should dedicate ourselves to 

service.  The choir director then led the choir in 
singing, “I shall not be moved!” 

The next Sunday, the pastor preached on giving and how we 
should gladly give to the work of the Lord.  And the offertory 

hymn was, “Jesus paid it all!” 
The next Sunday, the pastor preached on gossiping and how we should 
watch our tongues.  The hymn was, “I love to tell the story!” 
The pastor became disgusted over the situation and the next Sunday he 
told the congregation he was considering resigning.  The choir 
immediately sang, “Oh, why not tonight!” 
When the preacher resigned the next week, he told the church that 
Jesus had led him there and Jesus was taking him away.  The choir then 
sang, “What a Friend we have in Jesus!” 

Ventriloquist Shanthakumar 
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UNUSUAL HOLY WEEK TRADITIONS 
FROM AROUND THE WORLD 

 
For Christians around the world, Palm Sunday marks the beginning of 
Holy Week, which includes numerous activities and celebrations that 
precede Easter Sunday. 
 
Common activities commemorating the Passion of Christ include 
performing the Stations of the Cross, which revisits Jesus’ crucifixion, 
Seder meals to recall the Last Supper, washing of the feet, which Jesus 
did for his disciples, and processions on Good Friday, the day Jesus 
died. 
 
But some cultures take these celebrations beyond mere remembrances. 
From Palm Sunday to some extreme Good Friday celebrations to 
Resurrection Sunday, there are all kinds of commemorations: 
 
Jerusalem, Israel 
One of the most packed places is in the Holy Land, where it all took 
place over 2,000 years ago. Pilgrims from around the world celebrate in 
their own ways, in their own language and across denominations, to visit 
the holy sites. One being the Via Dolorosa in the Old City of Jerusalem. 
 
From a massive procession on Palm Sunday where thousands of 
Christian pilgrims climb Jerusalem's Mount of Olives to re-enact Jesus' 
entry into Jerusalem with palm branches to the Church of All Nations to 
Saint Anne Church, St. Steven's Gate (the Lions Gate), the Old City and 
down the Via Dolorosa singing songs and reciting blessings. 
 
Through Good Friday, there are daily masses at the Church of Holy 
Sepulcher and the Garden of Gethsemane church, the Basilica of the 
Agony. 
 
Rome, Italy 
Many Catholics make pilgrimages around the world during Lent, but one 
of the easiest places to visit different basilicas is the Holy City. 
 
In 2019, the faithful could go up the Scala Santa, or "Holy Stairs," that 
were previously covered for the last 300 years. These are the steps that 
it is believed Jesus walked up before He was tried by Pontius Pilate to be 
crucified. 
 
Attendees crawl up the stairs on their hands and their feet, which need to 
be covered to protect the marble. 
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Iztapalapa, Mexico 
In Mexico City residents perform a realistic "Passion Play," dramatizing 
Christ's crucifixion and death on a cross. The local government, not the 
Catholic Church, sponsors the event which is designated an “intangible 
cultural heritage” in Mexico City by UNESCO. 
 
Thousands of local actors re-enact Christ's walk to His death on Calvary. 
The person chosen to play Jesus is picked for their moral character and 
strength because they need to wear a crown of thorns and be flogged 
while carrying a 200-pound cross. He is then tied to it in a re-enactment 
of the crucifixion. 
 
Pampanga, Philippines 
In the Philippines, participants are physically nailed — hands and feet — 
to a cross just as Jesus Christ was 2,000 years ago. The San Pedro 
Cutud Lenten Rites in Pampanga have taken place on Good Friday after 
a two-hour street play every year since 1962. 
 
At least three, and as many as 12, individuals are nailed to a cross on a 
makeshift Calvary. Each person remains on the cross until he “feels 
cleansed of his sin,” while others flog themselves with bamboo sticks tied 
to a rope. One man has been nailed to the cross 22 times. 
 
Trafalgar Square, London 
This realistic interpretation of Jesus’ death is not as graphic as 
Pampanga’s, but it’s still not advised for young children. The Passion of 
Jesus in Trafalgar Square involves more than 100 participants from the 
Wintershall Players, as well as horses, doves and donkeys. 
 
Some 20,000 spectators attend the event, which has free 90-minute 
performances at noon and 3:15 p.m. on Good Friday, as well as big 
screens to ensure everyone can watch. 
 
San Vicente de la Sonsierra, Spain 
Participants dressed in white habits flog themselves at the “Los Picaos” 
procession in the Rioja Village of San Vicente de la Sonsierra in northern 
Spain. 
 
Using esparto grass ropes, they whip their backs in a graphic display for 
20 minutes. This method of penance, used in many places through the 
18th century, has managed to survive to modern times in this Spanish 
village. 
 
Bensheim, Germany 
Germany’s take on the suffering of Jesus is a bit tamer. The charming 
southwestern town of Bensheim, which just celebrated its 1,250th 
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anniversary, has hosted an annual Good Friday procession presented by 
local Italian families since 1982. 
 
Crowds gather for the theatrical performance, which begins with Judas’ 
famous kiss of betrayal and includes Jesus’ appearance before the 
Sanhedrin, Pontius Pilate sentencing him to death and Jesus’ scourging, 
carrying of the cross and death. 

Courtesy: By Caleb Parke | Fox News 
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PRAYER TIME: 
Do you have a prayer point that you would like to share with our Church 
prayer group? Please mail it to stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com or 
drop it in the box at the main door of our Church, so that it can be 
included in the prayer list.  
Our Church prayer group meets on the third Sunday of every month, at 
7.15 pm in Church (now on Zoom), to pray for general and specific 
needs. You are welcome to join the group. 

 
 
 

 
WRITE TO US! 

Do you have a comment on the articles, a fresh 
new idea or feedback about the EanMe that 
you would like to share with other readers? Mail 
it to stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com with 
‘EanMe MailBox’ in the subject. The best letters 
will be published in the next issue of the 
EanMe. 

 
 

mailto:stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com
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‘MAHE & MANO’ – MY EIGHTH BOOK 

S Muthiah, the historian (who featured in the 175th anniversary 
documentary of our Church) and many others strongly felt that I should 
write a book on Mahe and myself. 

In a public speech, S Muthiah observed that instead of writing 
autobiographical and biographical novels about myself and Mahe, I 
should write our true story. He said, (I quote), “… I am hoping that one 
day, all these will be put together in a book as an omnibus volume which 
will deserve the blitz in the publicity world.” So I worked diligently on a 
book after Mahe’s passing. 

Following a road accident in December 1972, caused by a thoughtless 
lorry driver, Mahema who was at the wheel became paralysed neck 
down with no sensory perception and a host of associated problems and 
threats. Within two years after the accident, I began rapidly losing my 
eyesight due to retinitis pigmentosa. There is no cure for this syndrome 
and the sufferers would eventually become blind. Now I am totally blind. 

During our wedding ceremony in December 1963 at our beloved Church, 
in a reverent atmosphere witnessed by many dear ones, I had made the 
pledge: “to have and to hold, for better for worse, for richer for poorer, in 
sickness and in health, to love, cherish and honour, till death us do part”. 
Now after the double debilitating disadvantages, would I have the mental 
stamina to uphold the promise solemnly made for years on end? Mahe 
was sure that with God’s grace I would. And she proved right. 

In this book, I have written about how we managed to lead extraordinarily 
happy, creative, ‘giving’ lives. There was humour aplenty and we teased 
each other a lot too. But above all, Mahe and I sustained ourselves 
largely because of the love and concrete support that we received from 
many, many dear ones. 

I sent the completed manuscript last year to Aleph Book Company. The 
publisher David Davidar liked it so much that he published it on a priority 
basis – the hardcover version came first. They changed the title to ‘Mahe 
& Mano’, but kept all other aspects of my cover design (printed here on 
the inner cover). 

In January 2020, I received the Padma Shri Award and in January 2021 
my eighth book has been published. So this 84 year old blind man who 
lives alone, continues to be a happy person. 

Manohar Devadoss 
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MARCHING WITH A MISSION!                                     
 

The Great Commission is one of the most significant passages in the 
Bible.  It is the last recorded personal instruction given by Jesus to His 
disciples.  In the Great Commission, Jesus calls every Christian to step 
out and spread the Good News.  The real mark of the health of the 
church is not the size of the budget, the beauty of the choir, the glory of 
the music, the wonder of the architecture or any of the worldly measures. 
The real mark in Jesus’ eyes is a church that is 100 percent dedicated to 
fulfilling the Great Commission. 

Obey the Great Commission:  In a football stadium, someone 
supporting the home team on the sideline kept yelling, “Give the ball to 
George!” but to no use.  The home team was smashed.  Again came the 
shouting, “Give the ball to George!”  Then a tall man on the field 
responded, “George doesn’t want the ball!” 
 
Many Christians today do not want to carry the ball of evangelism.  We 
need to hear the cry of the crowd in heaven cheering and urging us to 
run for the mission and the voice of our Coach, Jesus Christ.  Can we 
hear them? 
 
Be a visionary:  Ray gazed out the window and saw a small girl being 
swept along in the rain-flooded drainage ditch beside his home.  He 
knew that farther downstream, it emptied into the tunnel.  He dashed out 
the door and raced along the ditch.  Then he hurled himself into the deep 
water and grabbed the child’s arm.  He tumbled into water and clutched 
a rock desperately though the tremendous force of the water tried to tear 
him and the child away.  Fortunately rescuers arrived. 
 
Ray was awarded with a Lifesaving Medal.  The award is a fitting tribute 
because he was at even greater risk to himself than most people knew.  
He could not swim!   
 
When you have vision you look for ways to make it happen.  When you 
are blind—you see the obstacles.  “Where there is no vision the people 
perish!”—Prov. 29:9. 
 
Cast out into the deep:  Some people are used to doing things in their 
own strength and wisdom.  We often make excuses in the process.  We 
see from the human perspective like Simon Peter explaining, “Lord, 
we’ve been out there all night!”  But Abraham, a man of faith, offered 
Isaac.  Here was a man who put his faith in the Lord and cast out into the 
deep.  He did not sit on the shore, he got out in the deep and ultimately 
God blessed him abundantly. 
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Jesus assured the disciples that He will be with them in every step on 
their way as they embark on this glorious journey. 

Let’s believe: “We can do anything through Christ who strengthens us!” 

Ventriloquist Shanthakumar 
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STEC VILLAGE OUTREACH – A REPORT 
 

“Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen 
upon you.” – Isaiah 60:1 
 
On 14 February 2021, a few of us from St. Thomas English Church 
visited the developing church at Sengundram village, Devandavakkam 
Pastorate, CSI Diocese of Madras.   
 
Sengundram is a small hamlet. The whole place was calm. We were 
greeted by the Pastor, the catechists and members of the local church, 
who are currently worshipping in a small shed. After an opening prayer, 
all the children gathered for a Sunday School session by our Pastor 
Amma Mrs. Susannah, assisted by Aroop Samuel and Anuroopa. The 
little children were excited to meet us all and were clad in the dresses we 
had gifted them during Christmas.  
 
Our Pastor Rev. Paul Sudhakar then took us around the village. Mr. Ajit 
Stanley Moses, Mrs. Zibia James, Mr. Edward Kennedy and I went along 
with the Pastor and we visited individual houses. Each family shared 
their prayer request with us and we prayed in those houses. We prayed 
that the light should come into their hearts fully so that the darkness 
would leave for ever. We also assured them that Jesus will be the Head 
of their house and His peace will be with them.  
 
Almost all the houses were very small, and there seemed to be hardly 
any light inside. Some had thatched roof. As we went around the village, 
we were able to know about the problems the people were facing in their 
day-to-day life. They seemed to be very poor. A few youngsters have 
had to discontinue their education to start working - for which they had to 
travel a long distance from that village.  
 
At the end of the Sunday school session, prizes were distributed to the 
memory verse winners. We planted a tree to mark the occasion, and 
after spending about an hour, we returned to Church. 
 
We hope and pray this ministry of outreach will be a regular event of our 
Church.   

Kavita Edward 
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`HIDE THEM IN YOUR HEART' - A SCRIPTURE CHALLENGE! 
 
Can you memorize Psalm 119: 113-120 before 28 Mar 2021? 
 
If this offer appeals to you, please approach 
Roshan Soundarapandian (Mobile No: 98403 
88365) - a surprise awaits you! 
The winners will be announced in next month's 
EanMe!  
Of course, prizes would follow! 
Anyone can rise to the opportunity - no age limit 
– all the best!  
 
Why the Scripture Challenge? 
There is no other single discipline in Christian life that is more rewarding 
than memorizing Scripture. Our prayer life will be strengthened. Our 
witnessing will be sharper and effective. Our attitude and perspective will 
begin to change. Our mind will become alert, observant and confident, 
enhancing our faith in ourselves and in God. 
 
We need to hide God's Word in our hearts so that we don't sin against 
Him. Carrying Scripture in our hands and also in our hearts is a way to 
cherish God's Word, creating an amazing opportunity to meditate on the 
truth and hastening the process of transforming us into Christ-likeness. 
When we fill our minds with the Word of God, we build a barrier between 
us and the enemy. The more verses you memorize, the barricade 

becomes higher and stronger. 
 
The Word of God brings us wisdom, strength and 
hope. It gives assurance, solace, power and 
authority. Above all we will enjoy peace of mind. So 
come, let's indulge in this overwhelming experience! 

 
Winners:  

Name 
  

Jan 
2021 

Feb 
2021 

Psalm 
119: 

97-104 

Psalm 
119: 

105-112 

Ezekiel David  

Felicia William  

Gino Jaden Paul  

Iris Manoharan  

Jadon Titus Muller  
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Jemima Thilagan  

Jeremy Roopsingh  

Johnsson Jaden Dhyriam  

Jonathan Ethan Dhyriam  

Jonathan Roopsingh  

Joshua Emmanuel  

Judah Stephen  

Keturah Manoharan  

Kezia Regan  

M. Hema  

Manya Lily Malhotra  

Natalia Regan  

Pamela Bridget   

Priya Muller  

Rachel Dhiraviaraj  

Ranjini Inbaraj  

Rohan Abraham Stanley  

Santhosh Dhyriam  

Shekinah Dhyriam  

Shreya Dhyriam  

Zoey Emmanuel  
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HERMANN GUNDERT – 
MISSIONARY, SCHOLAR & LINGUIST 

 
En route to Calcutta in the 1830s, the missionary 
Hermann Gundert fell so much in love with south 

India that he decided to stay put in Kerala. He started a school on the 
porch of his bungalow and invited pundits to discuss Indian history and 
religion with him. He learnt Malayalam well enough to become a rather 
influential writer in the language, publishing a dozen books, including one 
on grammar and the first proper dictionary. 
 
Early life 
Hermann Gundert was born in Stuttgart, the capital of Baden-
Württemberg on 4 February 1814. His father was Ludwig Gundert and 
mother, Christiana Enslin. Hermann was the third child. Ludwig was 
secretary of the Bible Society. In 1823, he started a magazine named 
Stuttgart Mission Magazine and young Gundert began learning the first 
steps in printing and publishing. Hermann studied in the famous Latin 
school at Maulbronn. He studied Hebrew, Latin, English, and French – 
and mastered these languages at a very young age. He was proficient in 
music too and could play the organ, piano, and violin. 
 
Following his studies at Maulbronn, Gundert joined the University of 
Tübingen in 1831, where he began translating the classics. Gundert also 
secured a doctoral degree in philology. 
 
Mission to India 
On 2 October 1835, Hermann Gundert embarked on his journey to India. 
He reached Madras in July 1836, and then stayed at Tiruneveli, learning 
Tamil and Telugu, to start his ministry. In July 1838 he married his co-
traveller Julie Dubois at Chittoor.  
 
From 1838 to 1859, Hermann Gundert worked in South India for the 
Swiss 'Basel Mission', founded in 1815, which had been very active here 
at a time when caste discrimination was at its height. 
 
The Gundert couple moved to Travancore in October 1838, and settled 
down at Illikunnu in Telicherry (Thalassery) district in April 1839. The 
house where they stayed later came to be known as the Gundert 
Bungalow. It was from here that Hermann Gundert made great 
contributions to Malayalam language and literature. All their children 
including the Nobel Prize winner Hermann Hesse’s mother were born 
here.  
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Literary legacy 
In the following 20 years that Hermann Gundert lived in Kerala, he 
devoted himself intensively to researching the Malayalam language and 
script. It was he who wrote the first important grammar of Malayalam and 
a ground-breaking Malayalam-English dictionary which is still in use 
today. Among his pioneering achievements are the introduction of the 
crescent moon sign candrakala in Malayalam and the consistent use of 
the recently emerging orthographic distinction between a short and long 
"e" and "o". 
 
As a missionary, Hermann Gundert felt called to translate the Bible and 
other religious texts from the respective original into Malayalam. He 
translated the Old Testament from Hebrew and the New Testament from 
Greek into Malayalam. Some of his important works include Polukarp 
charitam, Smaranavidya, Manushya hrudayam, Christusabha charitam, 
and translation of John Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress into Malayalam - 
Sanchariyude prayanam. He had more than fifty works to his credit; in 
diverse disciplines such as religion, history, science, language, literature, 
etc.  
 
Hermann Gundert also started one of the first local Malayalam 
newspapers. Apparently, he introduced the German model of gymnastics 
here, which is why Thalassery is famous today as the home of the best 
acrobats and circus artistes in India. 
 
Hermann Gundert left India for good due to ill health, in April 1859 and 
settled in Calw in Black Forest, Gerrmany, continuing his literary 
activities there. A Malayalam-English dictionary which he began 
compiling in Kerala was completed in Germany.  
 
A great lover of language and literature, Hermann Gundert passed away 
on 25 April 1893. 
 
The Gundert Bungalow at Thalassery, which belongs to the Church of 
South India, was recently restored by Kerala Tourism and is now a 
language museum and heritage centre. 
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MORE LOVE, O CHRIST, TO THEE 

Elizabeth Payson was born in Portland, Maine, on 
26 Oct 1818. Her father, Edward Payson, was a 
famous Congregational minister, so revered that a 
thousand children were reportedly named after him.  

In 1845, Elizabeth, a schoolteacher at the time, 
married a Presbytarian minister, George Lewis Prentiss, and the couple 
moved to New York where George began teaching at Union Theological 
Seminary.  

Elizabeth enjoyed writing, but her health was frail and she suffered 
chronic insomnia. One day in 1856, following the deaths of two of her 
children, her health faltered, and anxiety overwhelmed her. Inspired by 
the hymn `Nearer my God, to Thee’, Elizabeth worked on a poem-prayer 
to the Lord. The words came easily at first, but by the end, her creative 
energy evaporated, and she left the poem unfinished.  

Thirteen years later, while rummaging through a stack of old papers, 
Elizabeth found this unfinished poem. As she re-read it, it didn’t impress 
her as being very good, but when George insisted she finish it, she 
dutifully scribbled an ending in pencil. He printed a few copies, one of 
which landed on the desk of musician William Howard Doane in 
Cincinnati, who set the verses to music and published it in his `Songs of 
devotion’. 

More love, O Christ, to Thee, more love to Thee! 
Hear Thou the prayer I make on bended knee; 
This is my earnest plea, more love, O Christ, to Thee! 
More love to Thee, more love to Thee! 
 
Once earthly joy I craved, sought peace and rest; 
Now Thee alone I seek, give what is best; 
This all my prayer shall be, more love, O Christ, to Thee! 
More love to Thee, more love to Thee! 
 
Then shall my latest breath whisper Thy praise; 
This be the parting cry, my heart shall raise; 
This still my prayer shall be, more love, O Christ, to Thee! 
More love to Thee, more love to Thee! 
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GEORGE HERBERT – 
PRIEST & POET 

A high-flying courtier, Cambridge academic, 
writer of the King’s speeches and wearer of 
the finest fashions, George Herbert gave it all 

up when he was 37 and became a Rector of a country parish.  
 
George Herbert (1593-1633) was one of the greatest English poets of 
the seventeenth century – on par with Shakespeare – and one of the 
group that Samuel Johnson identified as the ‘Metaphysical Poets’. Yet 
his poems almost died with him in 1633, and it was only thanks to his 
friend’s sound judgment that they saw the light of day.  
 
Early life 
George Herbert was born in Powys, Wales, in 1593, into a wealthy and 
artistically gifted family. He studied at Westminster School, taught by 
Lancelot Andrewes, influential bishop and one of the masterminds on the 
committee which translated the King James Version of the Bible. Herbert 
also became an accomplished musician, learning to play the lute among 
other instruments. At age sixteen, Herbert sent his mother Magdalen, a 
letter announcing his calling as a poet; with two devotional sonnets, his 
first known poetic efforts. 
 
George Herbert intended to go into the Church – he went up to Trinity 
College, Cambridge on a fellowship to train as a priest – but the secular 
life caught his attention. He became Public Orator at Cambridge in 1620. 
Herbert's career continued to climb, as did his prestige—Sir Francis 
Bacon dedicated his ‘Translation of Certain Psalmes’ to him, and he was 
elected to Parliament—but then came a series of tragedies: King James 
died, as did many of Herbert's sponsors; Bacon died; his mother died 
(Donne delivered the funeral sermon); the plague broke out. 
 
Priest and Writer 
Herbert married Jane Danvers and in 1930 moved to the rural 
countryside to serve as Rector of the Fuggleston - Bemerton Parish in 
Wiltshire near Salisbury. He rebuilt St. Andrews Church with his own 
money, visited the poor, consoled the sick and dying, reconciled 
neighbours and was known as "Holy Mr. Herbert." His poetic talent 
flourished here. He served for only three years, however, dying of 
tuberculosis in 1633.  
 
On his deathbed, Herbert sent a "little book of poems" to his friend 
Nicholas Ferrar, founder of a religious community nearby. "If he can think 
it may turn to the advantage of any dejected poor soul," he wrote in his 
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instructions, "let it be made public; if not, let him burn it, for I and it are 
the least of God's mercies." 
 
The book, published later that year with the title ‘The Temple’, contains 
some of the most memorable poetry in the English language. Several 
poems contained in the book are now used as hymns, such as "King of 
Glory, King of Peace," "Teach Me, My God and King," and "Let All the 
World in Every Corner Sing." 
 
Herbert described his poetry as "a picture of the many spiritual conflicts 
that have passed between God and my soul, before I could subject mine 
to the will of Jesus, my Master, in whose service I have now found 
perfect freedom." Among his famous poems is "The Elixir": 
 
Teach me, my God and King, 
In all things Thee to see, 
And what I do in anything 
To do it as for Thee. 
 
A man that looks on glass, 
On it may stay his eye; 
Or if he pleaseth, through it pass, 
And then the heav'n espy. 
 
All may of Thee partake: 
Nothing can be so mean, 
Which with his tincture—"for Thy sake"— 
Will not grow bright and clean. 
 
A servant with this clause 
Makes drudgery divine: 
Who sweeps a room as for Thy laws, 
Makes that and th' action fine. 
 
This is the famous stone 
That turneth all to gold; 
For that which God doth touch and own 
Cannot for less be told. 
 
Herbert is also famous for his prose work, ‘The Country Parson’, 
published posthumously. While it was written to clear his own mind, it 
was also aimed at all those who ministered to similar parishes. He 
addressed the practical difficulties of bringing the word of God to poorly 
educated folk and the need for the clergy to set an example for others to 
follow. First published in 1652, it remains influential to this day. 
 



26 

 

Sensitivity: Unclassified 

George Herbert believed poetry was in some ways a type of preaching: 
"A verse may find him who a sermon flies". For the same reason, he was 
also fond of proverbs, and many of those he used in his sermons survive 
today: "Whose house is of glass must not throw stones at another." "The 
eye is bigger than the belly." "His bark is worse than his bite." "Half the 
world knows not how the other half lives." 
 
Though he was a genius in composing both poetry and proverbs, he 
believed something else was central: "By these [proverbs] and other 
means the Parson procures attention," he wrote, "but the character of his 
sermon is holiness; he is not witty, or learned or eloquent, but holy."  
 
There has been a renewed interest in George Herbert’s religious poetry 
both inside and outside the Anglican Church and the Christian faith, in 
recent times. The website http://www.georgeherbert.org.uk/ has a host of 
interesting information.  

 
 

http://www.georgeherbert.org.uk/
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BIBLE QUIZ FOR ALL 
 
All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness. - II Timothy 3:16 
 
God honours and promises to bless all those who 
respect, love and meditate on His precious Word. It is 
the most valuable possession we own because it is our Father's love 
letter to us. Everything else will pass away, 'but the Word of God stands 
forever'. - Isaiah 40:8. 

The quiz is open to participants of all ages.  
Answers should be given by the 27th of the month.  Late entries will not 
be considered.  
Answers should be mailed to sheebs@hotmail.com or given to Mrs. 
Sheeba Roshan in person. 
Names of participants with score will be mentioned in the next issue.  
Winners will be awarded at the end of the year. 
 
QUIZ 3 
 
Portion: Galatians 

1. Why does Paul think that the Galatians were being enslaved again?  
2. What provoked Paul to write this letter to the Galatians?  
3. What are the consequences of preaching anything other than the 
Gospel of Christ?  
4. Name 2 Old Testament women mentioned by Paul.  
5. What should believers do in order to fulfill the law of Christ?  
6. What was Peter to be blamed for?  
7. When were they confined under the law?  
8. Who does Paul say we are?  
9. What fact about the Galatians amazed Paul?  
10. Which Old Testament patriarch does Paul refer to? 

Answers to Quiz 2: 

1.With unbelievers (2 Cor 6:14) 
2.  We have this treasure in jars of clay. We carry in our body the death 
of Jesus so that the life of Jesus will also be revealed in our body. (2 Cor 
4:7-10) 
3. So that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we 
ourselves receive from God. (2 Cor 1 :4) 
4. The brothers who came from Macedonia supplied what Paul needed 
(2 Cor 11:9) 

mailto:sheebs@hotmail.com
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5. We have to cast down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth 
itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every 
thought to the obedience of Christ. (2 Cor 10:5 KJV) 
6. We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up 
against the knowledge of God (2 Cor 10:5 NIV) 
7. Paul didn't want to be a burden to anyone (2 Cor 11:9. , 2 Cor 12:14 ) 
8. They are false prophets who masquerade as servants of 
righteousness. (2 Cor 11:14,15) 
9. Paul expressed his delight in seeing Titus happy because his spirit 
had been refreshed by the Corinthians. (2 Cor 7:13) 
10. Paul wants the Corinthians to aim for perfection, listen to his appeal, 
be of one mind and to live in peace. (2 Cor 13:11) 

Points tally after Quiz 2:   

  

 
    Feb 2021  Aggregate 

1 Daniel Inbaraj  10 20 

2 Deepathavana Ranjan 10 20 

3 Dorothy Evangeline 10 20 

4 Esther Jayanthi Surya 10 20 

5 Felicia William 10 20 

6 Hannah Cheryl Daniel 10 20 

7 Jadon Titus Muller 10 20 

8 Jason Travis Daniel  10 20 

9 Jeremy Roopsingh  10 

10 Joann Ignatius 10 20 

11 Johnsson Jaden Dhyriam  10 

12 Jonathan Ethan Dhyriam  10 

13 Jonathan Roopsingh  10 

14 Joshua Emmanuel 10 20 

15 Keturah Manoharan 10 20 

16 Kezia Regan  10 20 

17 Mahilini Santhosh 10 20 

18 Manya Malhotra 10 20 

19 Natalia Regan  10 20 

20 Nirmala Naveendhar 10 20 

21 Ranjini Inbaraj 10 20 
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22 Rohan Abraham Stanley  10 20 

23 Santosh Dhyriam 10 20 

24 Shekinah Tanya Dhyriam 10 20 

25 Shilpa Malhotra  10 

26 Shreya Dhyriam 10 20 

27 Tasha Grace  10 20 

28 Zoey Emmanuel 10 20 
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Why EānMé? 
‘EānMé’ – literally meaning “unless” in Greek – has its roots in St. 
Thomas the Apostle’s words of doubt. It is based on his famous words to 
the Risen Lord in St. John 20:25: “…Unless I see in His hands the print 
of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and put my hand 
into His side, I will not believe.” 

‘Unless’ or ‘except’ in the King James Version is translated from the 
Greek word ‘EānMé’ εανμε (eh-an’ may) meaning: before, but, except, 
not or unless.  

We welcome your original contributions to the 
EānMé in the form of articles (word limit: 840), 
poems, Protestant church pictures for the cover, or 
information relevant to the season. Please send 
your entries by hard/soft copy to reach the STEC 
church office stthomasenglishchur@bsnl.in or 
stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com by the 20th of 
every month. 

You can read the current issue of EānMé online at 
http://www.santhomeenglishchurch.org/. A few earlier issues have been 
archived on `CSI St. Thomas English Church’ facebook page. 

Contributions are also invited for the Sunday bulletin. If you have any 
interesting information to share in the form of anecdotes, short stories 
etc. (around 100 words) relevant to the Sunday theme, please mail it to 
Kavita Edward: sandeekov@gmail.com  
 
 
We are on Social Media! 
‘Like’ our Church page on Facebook to stay updated 
https://www.facebook.com/StThomasEnglishChurch 
 
Join our Church group on Facebook to connect with 
each other and share / view pictures of church events 
https://www.facebook.com/CSI St. Thomas English Church, Santhome 
 
‘Follow’ @CSI_STEC on Twitter 
 
`Follow’ @csi_stec on Instagram 
 

Travelling on work or vacation?  
Don’t forget to click a picture! 
If you happen to visit or see a beautiful, historic Protestant 
church that you think should be on our EānMé cover, please 
click a hi-res picture and e-mail it, along with a short note 
about the Church, to stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com 

mailto:sandeekov@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/StThomasEnglishChurch
https://www.facebook.com/
mailto:stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com
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If you would like to join, participate in or use your time and effort for the 
Ministries, Fellowships and activities of the Church, please get in touch 
with the following people: 
 
Sunday School – Mrs. Grace Rathnam  
Blossoms for Christ (Tamil Sunday School) – Mrs. Sheeba Roshan 
Prayer Fellowship – Mr. Daniel Inbaraj 
Adult Fellowship – Mr. Ajit Stanley Moses 
Choir – Mrs. Anila Manoharan 
Women’s Fellowship – Mrs. Vasanthi Premkumar  
Men’s Fellowship – Mr. Milton Sigamoney 
Rapha (Hospital Ministry) – Mrs. Ranjini Inbaraj  
Church Library – Mrs. Shailaja Henry  
Eco (Garden) – Mrs. Premalatha Samuel 
Evangelism – Mrs. Nirmala Stephen  
EānMé, Website Content, Facebook, Twitter & Instagram moderation – 
Mrs. Fabiola Jacob 
Weekly Bulletin (Pew Sheets) – Mrs. Kavita Edward 
Education Ministry (School) – Mrs. Gemina Martin 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Fabiola Amritraj slept in the Lord on 26 Feb 2021
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 FELLOWSHIP PROGRAMMES 
 

Sunday School  : 
English:  Sunday – 8:00 am 

Tamil:  Sunday - 4 pm 

Women’s Fellowship : I and III Saturday - 5:00 pm 

Men’s Fellowship : II and IV Saturday - 6:30 pm 

Adults’ Fellowship  : Sunday - 5:00 pm 

Hospital visit  : II Sunday - 10:15 am 

Prayer Fellowship : I and III Sunday – 7:15 pm 

 

 

 

 

PASTORATE  

COMMITTEE 

MEMBERS 

 

Mr. Ajit Stanley Moses 

Mr. S.P. Paul 

Mr. A. Arun Jacob 

Dr. Vijit Koshy Cherian 

Mrs. Saroja Bai J. 

Mrs. Susanna Premalatha Samuel 

Mrs. Sheeba Roshan 

Mr. Jewel Solomon Devanand 

 

 

 

 

   

  

 

The Rt. Rev. Dr. J. George Stephen 
Bishop in Madras 

 

Rev. J. Paul Sudhakar 
Presbyter-in-charge 

 
Mr. Milton Sigamoney 
Mr. Ajit Stanley Moses 

Lay Readers 

             Mr. Stephen Michael A. 
             Secretary 

Mr. Benjamin Hastings 
Treasurer 
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WORSHIP SERVICES – PLAN FOR MARCH 2021 

Date and 
Time 

Day Services and Preacher Theme Stewards for Bible Reading 
and Offertory 

7.3.2021 
7:30 am  

 
 
 

6:00 pm 

The Third 
Sunday of Lent 

 
Morning prayer: 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul 
Sudhakar 
 
Evensong 

 
 
 

Persistence in 
prayer 

2 Kings 20: 1-11 
Psalm 116 
1 Thess. 5: 12-22 
St. Mark 7: 24-30 
 
Nehemiah 1: 1-11  
Jude 17-23 
 
Rev. J. Paul Sudhakar and family 

10.3.2021 
7:00 pm 

Mid-week 
Lenten devotion 

 
Evensong: 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul 
Sudhakar 

 
I am the Door, 
I am the Good 

Shepherd  

 

St. John 10 1-18 

14.3.2021 
7:30 am 

 
 
 

6:00 pm 

The Fourth 
Sunday of Lent 

 
Matins: 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul 
Sudhakar 
 
Evensong 

 
 
 

True worship 
that liberates  

 

Exodus 3: 11-18 
Psalm 137 
Acts 16: 25-34 
St. Luke 13: 10-17 
 
Joshua 3: 1-17  
Revelation 14: 1-7 
Mr. S. Deva Anand and family 
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17.3.2021 
7:00 pm 

 
 
 
 

Mid-week 
Lenten devotion 

 

 
Evensong: 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul 
Sudhakar 

 

I am the Way, 

the Truth and 

the Life 

 

St. John 14:1-7 

21.2.2021 
7:30 am 

 
 
 

6:00 pm 

The Fifth 
Sunday of Lent  

Passion 
Sunday 

 

 
Morning prayer: 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul 
Sudhakar 
 
Evensong 
 

 
 
 

Cross: a new 
vision of the 

Messianic age 

Deuteronomy 18: 15-22 
Psalm 73 
II Cor. 1: 3-11 
St. Luke 18: 35-43 
 
Daniel 3: 14-25 
I Peter 4: 12–19 
 
Dr. D.J.E. Ravi Thilagan and 
family 

24.3.2021 
7:00 pm 

 

Mid-week 
Lenten devotion 

 

 
Evensong: 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul 
Sudhakar 

 
I am the Light 
of the world 

 

St. John 6:22-40 

28.3.2021 
7:30 am 

 
 
 

6:00 pm 

The Sixth 
Sunday of Lent  

Palm Sunday 

 

 
Morning prayer: 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul 
Sudhakar 
 
Passion recital by choir 
`It took a miracle’ by 
J.W. Peterson 

 
 

Hosanna – 
new King in 
the temple 

Isaiah 56: 1– 8 
Psalm 24 
1 Cor. 3: 16–23 
St. Matt 21: 1-17 
 
Zech. 9: 1-12  
II Cor. 6: 11–18 
Mr. Ravi Augustine and family 
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29.3.2021 
 

7:00 pm 

Holy Monday  
 
Evensong: 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul 
Sudhakar 

 
Cross and the 
greed of power 

 

St. Mark 10:35-40 

30.3.2021 
 

7:00 pm 

Holy Tuesday  
 
Evensong: 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul 
Sudhakar 

 
Cross and the 

greed of 
wealth  

 

St. Matthew 26:14-16, 47-50 

31.3.2021 
 

7:00 pm 

Holy 
Wednesday 

 
 
Evensong: 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul 
Sudhakar 

 

Cross and 
self-

righteousness 

 

St. Luke 7:36-50 

1.4.2021 
 

6:30 am 
 
 
 

7:00 pm 

 

First day of the 
month 

Maundy 
Thursday 

 
 
Morning prayer: 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul 
Sudhakar 
 
Evensong: 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul 
Sudhakar 

 

Finest of 
wheat and 

honey from the 
rock 

 
Eucharist: the 
re-membering 

Jesus 

 

 

Psalm 81 

 

 

Exodus 12: 1-17 

Psalm 116 

I Corinthians 11: 23-34 

St. Matthew 26: 17-30 
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2.4.2021 
 

11:30 am 

Good Friday  
 
Meditation on the Seven 
Words from the Cross 

 
Cross: death 

of death 
 

Numbers 21: 1-9 

Psalm 22 

I Corinthians 15: 50-58 

St. Matthew 27:1-56 

3.4.2021 
 

11:30 pm 

Holy Saturday 

Easter Eve 

 
 
Festival service: 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul 
Sudhakar 
 

Resurrection: 
celebrating the 
joy of salvation 

Exodus 14: 5-31 

Psalm 118: 14-29 

Colossians 3: 1-11 

St. Matthew 28: 1-10 

 

4.4.2021 
 

8:00 am 
 
 
 

6:00 pm 

Easter Sunday 

The First 
Sunday of 

Easter 

 
 
Morning prayer: 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul 
Sudhakar 
 
Evensong: 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul 
Sudhakar 


