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My dear parishioners, 
 
Greetings in the name of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ! 
 
I thank and praise God for the grace and mercies we 
have enjoyed during the month of September. We had 
seasonal rains which has kept our city and campus 
green. Also during this month, we had many SOP 

relaxations announced by our Government, which helped many of us get 
back to our regular routine. Nevertheless, we also see that the number of 
COVID19 cases has not come down drastically. 
 
During this month we have two important occasions that are observed 
throughout our diocese and CSI. They are: Liberation Sunday and the 
Day for the Elderly. As we all know, our country India is unique in many 
ways. One significant factor which is very Indian is the segregation of our 
society. This segregation has been on the basis of our birth and it has 
had a religious foundation and interpretation. This is nothing but the 
caste divide. Basically, communities are divided into castes, with the 
Panchamas (dalits) who are outside the system and the tribals who 
generally live in hills and mountains.  
 
It has now become impossible to break down these divisions; and all 
efforts which have been taken on the basis of the constitution, the social 
and moral emancipation, the religious movements of conversion etc., 
have all failed and are ridiculed. Instead we see the growth and rise of 
fundamentalism and hatred and the related complexities. 
 
Liberation Sunday organized by the CSI Synod makes an attempt every 
year to have our concerns expressed and to promote solidarity among 
ourselves against this evil menace. The Hindu interpretation of 
Varnashrama Dharma which legitimizes caste gradations has nothing to 
do with us. For we believe we are born of God, we are His heirs, we 
belong to that one family of God. 
 
The second important focus is that we need to give our attention to the 
elders who are among us and to reflect on those matters concerning 
them and have our commitment to them renewed. Geriatric care has 
become a specialized science today, because of the rise in the longevity 
of life, due to the advancements in the field of medicine and care. The 
Elders Sunday observation in churches by the Elders fellowship has 
brought this into focus.  
 
To be thankful to our parents and elders who have sacrificed, invested 
and even risked themselves for us, needs to seen with a heart full of 
gratitude and thanks. Also, we need to take time in understanding the 
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world of our elderly, the complications they have - both physical and 
mental, and learn to accept and be willing to bear and travel the extra 
mile, particularly in these days of busy schedules. Let us not forget what 
our Lord has taught us “Honor you father and mother, so that you may 
live long in the land I have promised to you.” This is the first 
commandment which goes with a promise. Exodus 20:12 
 

Yours in His joyful service,  
Rev. J. Paul Sudhakar 

Presbyter-in-charge and Chairman 
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BLESSED TO REFORM 

October is the month of ‘Reformation’, when we 
remember Martin Luther and how his ‘95 
Theses’ nailed to the door of All Saints' Church 
in Wittenberg on 31 October 1517, changed the 
course of Christianity forever. He set off a string 
of reforms in the Catholic Church, translating the Bible to a more 
intelligible German and making it accessible to everyone – a model that 
was followed by many missionaries after him, including Benjamin Bailey 
(featured on page 16) who first translated the Bible into Malayalam.  

Recently, I came across another story of social and moral reformation in 
England – thanks to Dean Robert’s Online Morning Prayer from 
Canterbury Cathedral. It’s about the life of Anthony Ashley-Cooper, the 
7th Earl of Shaftesbury, who also served as President of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society (BFBS) from 1851 until his death in 1885, calling it 
the "nearest to my heart..." 

Born into privilege in 1801, as the son of the sixth earl of Shaftesbury, 
Ashley was raised in a home devoid of parental affection and was bullied 
into depression at home and in school. The only love he experienced 
was the kindness of the house-keeper Maria Millis, who told him stories 
from the Bible and also taught him to pray.   

Elected into Parliament, Shaftesbury worked tirelessly to alleviate the 
injustices caused by the Industrial Revolution, which included acts that 
prohibited employment of women and children in coal mines, provided 
care for the insane, established a ten-hour day for factory workers, and 
outlawed employing young boys as chimney sweeps. Privately he 
promoted the building of model tenements (on his own estate) and 
schools for homeless children. He ardently supported the London City 
Mission, the Church Missionary Society, and the YMCA, associating 
himself with 33 philanthropic organizations.  

An amazing life of reform, indeed - we should be featuring Lord 
Shaftesbury in ‘Heroes of Faith’ too. But I’m equally if not more 
impressed by the perseverance of Maria Millis, who Lord Shaftesbury 
remembered throughout his life as the best friend he ever had. He never 
forgot what he had heard as a small boy from Maria. Without her, he 
would probably have grown up an idle, unbelieving aristocrat like his 
parents. Maria died when Shaftesbury was away in school and she never 
knew the results of her faithful witness. 

Like Maria Millis, we are called to be silent agents of reform, whatever 
our situation, wherever we may be. For as we find in Acts 20:35 it is 
indeed, “…more blessed to give than to receive.”                 Fabiola Jacob 
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Gracing our cover this month, is the majestic St. 
John’s Church, Helsinki, Finland, photographed by 
Dr. Johann Boaz. 
 
About the Church 
The largest stone church in Finland, St John’s Church 
was built in 1891 on a hill where Midsummer fires had 
traditionally been burned, and was dedicated to St 

John the Baptist. Designed by Adolf Emil Melander of Stockholm, as a 
basilica with a central nave and two aisles, the Church can currently seat 
around 2,200 people. St John’s Church was originally called the New 
Church, as it was built to accommodate the growing population of 
Helsinki when Vanha kirkko (the Old Church) and St Nicholas Church 
(the present Cathedral) proved to be too small.  
 
The church is 59.38 metres long and the central nave measures 42.75 
metres. The towers stand 74.22 metres high. The bells of St John’s 
Church ring in the three first notes (C-sharp, E and F-sharp) of the Te 
Deum hymn and were put in place in 1932. 
 
Along the walls of the aisles are a series of wood reliefs made in Italy. 
They constitute the fourteen stations of the Way of the Cross, showing 
the Via Dolorosa from Pontius Pilate condemning Jesus to death on the 
Cross to his being placed in the tomb. During Lent, Via Crucis devotions 
are regularly held at St John’s Church, giving people the chance to walk 
the Way of the Cross from station to station, listening to the readings and 
praying the corresponding prayers. 
 
The church was last renovated before its centennial in 1991. At that time 
the basement of the church was redesigned as a crypt. 
 
The coloured windowpanes, like the light fittings and the altar 
decorations, were supplied by Josef Leja of Stockholm. The four brass 
wall sconces closest to the altar carry the symbols of the four 
Evangelists. Next to the main entrance of the church is a statue of John 
the Baptist, sculpted in 2003 by Kari Juva. 
 
The main Sunday service at St John’s Parish is held each Sunday at 
noon. In addition to which, there is a midday prayer every weekday at 
noon from September through May. For more information about activities 
in St. John's Church, visit the website:  
https://www.helsinginseurakunnat.fi/sv/index/johannesforsamling.html.stx 
 
 

https://www.helsinginseurakunnat.fi/sv/index/johannesforsamling.html.stx
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HOW THE HOLY SPIRIT CAN HELP YOU 
 
Human life is full of strife,  
Everybody wants to live a peaceful life; 
Humans find some problems that crop up every day, 
If they have the Holy Spirit, troubles for long don’t 
stay. 
 
Our peaceful life may get shattered one day, 
Boldly we must face every problem that comes our way; 
We will never falter, if with the ‘Holy Spirit’ we are in touch, 
Satan will leave us, as our holiness is hard for him to match. 
 
Eliezer, the faithful servant of Abraham had to for Isaac find a bride, 
He travelled with ten camels, plenty of jewellery and went to Nahar in his 
stride; 
The Holy Spirit within, guided him to the correct water hole, 
He found Rebecca, who was willing to water his ten camels as she was 
bold. 

Prema Jayasundar 
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TIME TO `BE STILL’ 
 

We are still in lockdown, and people are going through a difficult time.  
Nobody is able to go anywhere freely. Despite the advancement of 
technology, modern gadgets, facilities, etc., coronavirus has taken over 
the world.  The whole world has come to a standstill. Everyone is stuck 
at home. But still, God is in control of this world. Psalm 46:10 says, “Be 
still, and know that I am God. I will be exalted among the nations; I will 
be exalted in the earth! “  
 
My house was at the foothill  
Near it was the windmill 
Enjoying at my free will 
In me joy began to fill  
 
Sometimes I went uphill 
Always active without a pill 
Today everything has become standstill 
Though I am not ill. 
 
Indoor I do my drill 
Showing all my skill 
Praying still 
And searching for God’ will. 
 
Toiling all day till  
Looking for God’s grace until 
God answered, “Be Still”, 
He is there to fulfill.   
 
We have to wait for our Lord! 

 
Kavita Edward 

 
 

PRAYER TIME: 

Do you have a prayer point that you would like to share with our Church 
prayer group? Please mail it to stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com or 
drop it in the box at the main door of our Church after the lockdown ends, 
so that it can be included in the prayer list.  
Our Church prayer group meets on the third Sunday of every month, at 
7.15 pm in Church (now on Zoom), to pray for general and specific 
needs. You are welcome to join the group. 

 

mailto:stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com
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GEMS FROM THE BIBLE 
 
Put them in your heart-bank – 
memorize and use them! 

 

• Remember, each of us will stand 

personally before the judgment seat of God. – Romans 14:10 

• Happiness or sadness or wealth should not keep anyone from doing 

God’s work. – I Corinthians 7:32 

• For the soul of every living thing is in the hand of God and the breath 

of all mankind. – Job 12: 10 

• Don’t forget to be kind to strangers, for some who have done this 

have entertained angels without realising it. – Hebrews 13: 2 

• Those who do what God says – they are living with God and He with 

them. – I John 3:24  

Premella Soundarapandian  
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DO YOU WANT TO LIVE AFTER DEATH? 
 

• Edward woke up late on his interview day.  Frantically he threw 
on a suit.  He did not know how to knot a tie.  He ran out and 
brought a security guy.  “Can you help me put on this tie?”  
“Sure!” said the guard, “Just lie down on this sofa.”  After he 
finished and the tie looked good, Edward asked him the reason 
for making him lie down.  He replied, “Well, I learned it in my 
previous job…” “What did you do?” Edward asked incredulously.  
“I ran a morgue!” was the reply! 
 

• A danger zone had this hoarding: “Is there life after death?  
Trespass here and find out!” 

We see many miracles in the Bible and the most dramatic is the parting 
of the Red Sea.  However, raising someone from the dead, for me, is the 
toughest of all miracles.  Let us go through such Biblical miracles apart 
from God’s own mighty Resurrection. 
 
The Lord heard Elijah’s cry and the boy’s life returned to him again and 
he lived. (I Kings 17:17-24). Peter raised Tabitha (Acts 9:36-42).  
Eutychus, a youth, fell to the ground from a window on the third floor and 
died. He was raised by Paul (Acts 20:9-12). 
 
Jesus raised a few from the dead including the daughter of Jairus shortly 
after death, a young man in the midst of his own funeral procession and 
Lazarus of Bethany, who had been buried for four days. 
 

By God’s grace, my family and I 
had the privilege of witnessing 
the tomb of Lazarus, 2.4 km east 
of Jerusalem.  From the 
entrance, we had to walk down a 
very steep and narrow path 
consisting of 43 steps to reach 
the tomb.  The Bible says, Jesus 
after praying to God, called in a 
loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!”  
The dead man came out.  The 

reason for His shouting, as explained by our tour guide, was because 
that tomb was in such a depth. 
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I have witnessed a similar event in my life.  When one of my relatives 
was a baby between 6 months and 2 years of age, he fell thrice from the 
cot and sometimes on the open verandah.  He used to weep aloud and 
when his voice would reach its peak, he would suddenly collapse and 
stop breathing abruptly.  We would cry out to Jesus.  And lo and behold, 
in a few seconds, he would miraculously regain his breath every time!  
By God’s immense grace, he is a healthy senior now and going strong.   
 
Though we may not get a second chance of living after death on earth, 
we have the best chance to live after death in heaven for eternity, 
provided we are born again!   
 
Jesus says, "I am the resurrection and the life.  He who believes in Me 
will live, even though he dies!” (John 11:25) 
 

Ventriloquist Shanthakumar 
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GOD IS GOOD…. ALL THE TIME 
 

We all know how this pandemic has 
changed all our lives for the past six months.  
But with our God being our Protector and 
Provider, our family is a testimony to how 
God has been kind and merciful towards us.   

 
There is a saying that “when it rains, it pours.” That is what happened to 
us. It was in July that we experienced pain and sorrow when we lost our 
pet Labrador who lived with us for 14 long years.  In the next 2 days my 
father-in-law fell ill suddenly and was admitted in Apollo.  We were only 
watching the news on TV and saw how people were getting affected.  
Little did we know that it had reached our doorstep.  A person who had 
not stepped out of the house in the past two years was affected with the 
coronavirus.  All our domestic help and nurses were live in and they too 
had not stepped out of the house.  He died of heart attack on 14 July 
2020.  When everyone asked us how he had contracted the virus, we 
had no answers.  Through this entire ordeal we felt God’s protection and 
comfort as He gave us the strength to pass through this difficult time.  
 
Somehow in the midst of all this chaos, I injured my back and was 
prescribed complete bed rest.  By the grace of God, it was only a muscle 
strain and no injury to my spine.  After therapy and rehabilitation 
exercises, I was getting better every day.  As we were getting back to our 
normal routine, Martin started having a mild fever on 21 August. Since he 
didn’t show any other symptoms, we assumed it might just be a normal 
flu.  On 25th he still continued to have low grade fever, so we took a 
COVID test and it turned out to be positive.  Doctor asked him to be in 
‘home quarantine’ since he did not have any other symptoms.  On Choir 
Sunday, the theme was “The God who is bigger than our storms”, which 
was so relevant to what we were going through. The Choir Sunday 
special song “The love of God” is what we experienced during this 
period. As a family we prayed for strength and put our whole trust in God 
and we knew that the storm which had hit us would soon pass.  On 30th 
evening, his fever came back and a blood test showed slight increase in 
the infection.  Though everything else was fine, we didn’t want to take 
any chances and he was admitted in Apollo for 5 days.  As it was 
mandatory, Becky and I had to take the COVID test and we tested 
negative.  But the day Martin was admitted in the hospital, I realized that 
I had lost my sense of smell and taste.  Initially, I thought it must be fear 
that is playing tricks on my mind.  I couldn’t smell a single spice from the 
kitchen. I knew that I had the infection too.  I had no fever or any other 
discomfort.  My greatest fear was being unable to take care of my ailing 
mother-in-law and Becky.  But I knew in my mind that I was covered 
under His wings and He would shield me against this deadly virus.  
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Though I had 10 sleepless nights, I cried out to the Lord to give me 
strength and courage to handle everything at home.  Since we were in 
the quarantine period, we had to stop all the help from outside. It was the 
prayers from my close relatives and friends that gave us the assurance 
that we are indeed shielded under His wings. 
 
To clear my doubts if I really was infected, I asked the doctor who treated 
Martin at Apollo. I told him all about the symptoms I had and he patiently 
listened to me.  He said that I might have had a silent attack of COVID 
and asked me to take an antibody test after 10 days.  When I took the 
test last week, it turned out to be positive (implying that I did have the 
virus) and that my level of immunity was high.  I know that God had 
miraculously healed me and enabled me to do everything at home and 
take care of Martin, Becky as well as my mother-in-law.  In John 16:33, 
Jesus said, “In this world you will have trouble.  But take heart, I have 
overcome the world.” 
 
We have had our share of trials and tribulations but as Mathew 19:26 
says, “with God all things are possible.” Our family is a testimony to this. 

       
 Gemina Martin 
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‘HIDE THEM IN YOUR HEART' - A SCRIPTURE CHALLENGE! 
 
click here to view video - Jonathan Ethan Dhyriam 
 
Can you memorize Psalm 119:73 - 80 before 25 Oct 2020? 
 
If this offer appeals to you, please approach 
Roshan Soundarapandian (Mobile No: 98403 
88365) - a surprise awaits you! 
The winners will be announced in next month's 
EanMe!  
Of course, prizes would follow! 
Anyone can rise to the opportunity - no age limit 
– all the best!  
 
Why the Scripture Challenge? 
There is no other single discipline in Christian life that is more rewarding 
than memorizing Scripture. Our prayer life will be strengthened. Our 
witnessing will be sharper and effective. Our attitude and perspective will 
begin to change. Our mind will become alert, observant and confident, 
enhancing our faith in ourselves and in God. 
 
We need to hide God's Word in our hearts so that we don't sin against 
Him. Carrying Scripture in our hands and also in our hearts is a way to 
cherish God's Word, creating an amazing opportunity to meditate on the 
truth and hastening the process of transforming us into Christ-likeness. 
When we fill our minds with the Word of God, we build a barrier between 
us and the enemy. The more verses you memorize, the barricade 

becomes higher and stronger. 
 
The Word of God brings us wisdom, strength and 
hope. It gives assurance, solace, power and 
authority. Above all we will enjoy peace of mind. So 
come, let's indulge in this overwhelming experience! 

 
Winners:  

Name 
  

July 
2020 

Aug 
2020 

Sep 
2020 

Psalm 
119: 

49-56 

Psalm 
119:  

57-64 

Psalm 
119: 

65-72 

Felicia William   

Hannah Cheryl Daniel   

Iris Manoharan   

Jaden Johnsson Dhyriam   

https://vimeo.com/464471448
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Jadon Titus Muller   

Jason Travis Daniel   

Jemima Thilagan   

Jonathan Ethan Dhyriam   

Joshua Emmanuel   

Keturah Manoharan   

Kezia Regan   

Manya Lily Malhotra   

Mercy Roshan   

Natalia Regan   

Priya Muller   

Ranjini Inbaraj   

Rohan Abraham Stanley   

Santhosh Dhyriam   

Shekinah Tanya Dhyriam   

Shreya Dhyriam   

Zoey Emmanuel   

 

 
Chuckles in churches! 

• Greeting people at the door after Easter service, Pastor Stephen was 
delighted to shake hands with “seldom-seen” Johnson, and even 
more delighted when he complimented him on his sermon.  Faced 
with such evidence of faithfulness, the pastor asked why he didn’t 
come to church more often.  “I’m just following the Lord’s example,” 
he quipped.  “If Christ rises up early only one Sunday a year, that’s 
good enough for me, too!” 
 

• A little boy in church for the first time watched as the ushers passed 
around the offering plates.  When they came near his pew, the boy 
said loudly, “Don’t pay for me Daddy, I’m under five!”  
 

• The young couple invited their aged pastor for Sunday dinner.  While 
they were in the kitchen preparing the meal, the minister asked their 
son what they were having.  “Goat,” the little boy replied.  “Are you 
sure?”  “Yes,” said the boy.  “On the drive back from church, I heard 
Mom say to Dad, Remember, we’re having the old goat for dinner 
tonight!”  

 
Ventriloquist Shanthakumar 
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BENJAMIN BAILEY – 
TRANSLATOR OF THE BIBLE IN 

MALAYALAM 
 

Benjamin Bailey (1791-1871) was a Church 
Missionary Society missionary to Kerala, from 
1816-1850. He represents an Anglican example 

of the steady stream of missionaries who emerged in Britain in the wake 
of the Evangelical Awakening of the eighteenth century. In a public park 
in Kottayam today, his statue stands proudly bearing the inscription, “the 
man who translated the Scriptures into Malayalam.” Further statues and 
his original printing press still take pride of place today in the CMS 
publishing house in Kottayam which Bailey opened in 1821.  
 
Bailey was of that class of missionary who were of “of humble 
background and modest attainments.” Yet like William Carey several 
decades before, Bailey became a scholar in his own right and has 
contributed significantly to the cultural as well as ecclesiastical life of 
Kerala. 
 
Early life 
Benjamin Bailey was born in November 1791 in Dewsbury, Yorkshire. He 
was the son of Joseph and Martha Bailey. He had what could be 
described as a basic education and then worked in the wool industry.  
His brother, Joseph Bailey, five years Benjamin’s junior, also went as a 
missionary to Ceylon in 1821.  Moreover, his sister Sarah Bailey, married 
Thomas Dawson. They also travelled to Kerala, settling in Cochin in 
1816. They were only able to stay two years, however, due to Dawson’s 
health.   
 
The picture that emerges regarding Bailey’s early life is one of basic 
education, hard work and evangelical piety. He was just the type of 
young man the fledgling CMS was looking for. 
 
Bailey was ordained on 17 December 1815 by Archbishop Harcourt in 
York.  He served a brief curacy under Rev. John Buckworth’s supervision 
at Harewood, near Leeds. In 1816, Bailey married Elizabeth Ella and 
Dawson married Sarah Bailey and they set sail for India on the ‘Hero’ on 
4 May 1816 and arrived in Alleppey on 19 November. 
 
Bailey and the Syrian Christians 
When Claudius Buchanan, a CMS Chaplain in Bengal, had visited 
Travancore in 1806, he found an ancient Christian Church claiming 
allegiance to the Patriarch in Antioch. Buchanan wrote about his trip in 
his highly influential work ‘Christian Researches in Asia’, which served as 
a great motivation for the CMS to embark on a ‘Mission of Help’ to this 
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ancient Syrian Orthodox Church. The goal was to help them become 
“instruments of illuminating the Southern part of India.”   
 
It was to this Mission that Bailey was assigned by the CMS. The early 
years of the Mission saw good relations between Bailey and his fellow 
missionaries and the senior ecclesiastical figures of the Syrian Church. 
In 1815 Colonel John Munro, the British Resident in Travancore, had 
encouraged the opening of a college to train the Syrian clergy. Two 
Syrian Christian leaders initially superintended the College’s affairs, but it 
was Munro’s desire that an English Clergyman should lead the College 
and introduce a curriculum similar to that of colleges in England. On 
March 25th 1817, Benjamin Bailey was appointed to this role. He held the 
role for around eighteen months before handing it over to Joseph Fenn, 
who had been a London lawyer and more of an ‘academic’ than Bailey.  
From that point on Bailey gave himself to the work of Scripture 
translation. 
 
Scripture translation and language work 
Bailey’s work as a Bible translator was undoubtedly his primary business 
during his time in Kerala. He worked from the King James Version (KJV) 
of the English Bible and sought to translate it word for word. The 
philosophy of translation of the KJV was carried over into Bailey’s 
Malayalam translation. For example, the KJV aimed to maximise the use 
of monosyllabic words to make it easier for those with limited reading 
skills to read. Malayalam is a language with many compounded words, 
but as Bailey followed the KJV word for word in his translation work, the 
number of such words in Malayalam was significantly reduced, making 
the language simpler.  Bailey most likely did not see himself as a great 
innovator. His great aim was to produce a vernacular Bible that could be 
understood by the people. As he wrote to the CMS Corresponding 
Committee in Madras: “I am extremely anxious that the Malayalam 
translation of this blessed book should be as faithful, correct, pure, 
intelligible & as universally acceptable as possible to all classes that 
understand the Malayalam language.”  In addition to the Bible, Bailey 
was keen that other literature beneficial for the diffusion of Christianity 
should be translated. 
 
Challenges, trials and retirement to Shropshire 
Benjamin Bailey’s achievements ecclesiastically and culturally came at 
considerable personal cost. In addition to losing four out of his nine 
children, the Baileys also both suffered from more or less serious bouts 
of ill health throughout their time in Kerala.  In an early letter back to D. 
Coates after furlough in 1834, Bailey reported that a weak chest 
prevented him from doing very much preaching or other public duties.  It 
is a good thing therefore that most of Bailey’s duties related to Scripture 
translation and the printing press.  
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Bailey retired from the mission in 1850, aged sixty. W S Hunt records 
that at this time “He was tired with incessant labour and in poor health. 
His wife’s condition caused anxiety. And he had had severe trials.”  His 
departure, however, would display the low key and modest approach that 
seems to have been characteristic of his life. In a letter to his son, Henry 
Baker Sr. had written “Bailey preached his farewell sermon quite by 
surprise last week.” Apparently, he preached from Acts 20, where Paul 
bade farewell to the Ephesian elders. Hunt adds “no doubt the scene on 
the beach at Miletus was then repeated.”  
 
As Bailey headed for home, he probably could not have anticipated 
much future usefulness. Yet he would spend a further twenty years as a 
rural dean in Shropshire. He died there in April 1871 in his eightieth year.  

 
Excerpted from ‘Benjamin Bailey, a brief biographical sketch’ by Gary McKee 
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I KNOW WHO HOLDS TOMORROW 
 

Ira Stanphill had an international ministry as a 
singing evangelist and writer of about 400 Gospel 
songs. But in the 1940s, he felt his ministry might be 
finished. His wife had walked out on him, and he felt 
his life had been shattered. He had an exciting 
ministry in a large church and school of music, but 

now he wondered if he should give it all up and get out of Christian work 
altogether. He sank deeper and deeper into depression. 
 
Then one day, he began humming a tune. He didn’t know where it came 
from. Then he started putting words to the tune, words about not 
knowing the future, but realizing that God knew. When he got to the 
church that day, he rushed to the piano and started writing `I know Who 
holds tomorrow’. He hadn’t written anything for months while in his 
depression, but now the words and the melody flowed out of him. 
Suddenly he felt at peace. 
 
His questions weren’t all answered, but he was content to leave them 
with the One Who holds tomorrow, the One Who was walking with him 
each step of the way, the One Who was holding his hand. 
 
I don’t know about tomorrow, I just live from day to day; 
And I don’t borrow the sunshine ‘cause the skies might turn to grey 
And I don’t worry ‘bout the future, ‘cause I know what Jesus said; 
And today I’m gonna walk right beside Him,  
‘cause He’s the One Who knows what lies ahead. 
 
There are things about tomorrow that I don’t seem to understand 
But I know Who holds tomorrow and I know He holds my hand. 
 
And each step is getting brighter as these golden stairs I climb; 
And ev’ry burden is getting lighter, and all the clouds, they’re silver-lined 
And over there the sun, its always shining; there no tears will dim the eye 
And at the ending of the rainbow, where the mountains touch the sky. 
 

 
WRITE TO US! 

Do you have a comment on the articles, a fresh 
new idea or feedback about the EanMe that 
you would like to share with other readers? Mail 
it to stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com with 
‘EanMe MailBox’ in the subject. The best letters 
will be published in the next issue of the 
EanMe. 



 

20 

 

Sensitivity: Unclassified 

THOMAS TRAHERNE –  
THE POET-CLERGYMAN 

 
Thomas Traherne was born the son of a 
Hereford shoemaker, in about 1636. He 
was raised by a wealthy innkeeper by the 

name of Traherne, after his own parents' death.  
 
Thomas had a good education and entered Brasenose College at Oxford 
University from 1652, achieving an M.A. in arts and divinity in 1661. In 
the meantime, he was admitted in 1657 to the rectory of Credenhill, near 
Hereford and was ordained in 1660. After being a parish priest for ten 
years, he became, from 1667, the private chaplain to Sir Orlando 
Bridgeman, on his appointment as Lord Keeper of the Seals of Charles 
II. After seven years in this service, Traherne died in his patron's house 
at Teddington, near Hampton court, and was buried on 10 October, 
1674, under the reading desk in the church where he had served. 
 
Thomas was one of the English Metaphysical poets and yet, in his 
lifetime, only one of his works - Roman Forgeries (1673) – was printed.  
 
‘Christian Ethicks’, his most important prose work, was published 
posthumously in 1675. His thanksgivings appeared anonymously in 1699 
as `A Serious and Patheticall Contemplation of the Mercies of God’. 
Traherne is often considered as the last of the Metaphysical poets, which 
included such major figures as John Donne, George Herbert, and Henry 
Vaughn. 
 
The majority of Traherne's poetry remained unknown until 1896, when 
two of his manuscripts were discovered by chance in a London bookstall. 
Poetical Works was first published in 1903; it was followed in 1908 by 
Centuries of Mediations. In 1910, a manuscript found in the British 
Museum was published as Traherne's Poems of Felicity. More of his 
work continued to come to light over the course of the twentieth century. 
As late as 1967 a poetry manuscript attributed to Traherne was 
discovered on fire in a refuse dump near Lancashire by a man in search 
of spare auto parts. The manuscript was published as Commentaries of 
Heaven: The Poems in 1989. Much of his work to this date remains 
unpublished. 
 
His works have been textually corrupted and even attributed to others. 
He entrusted manuscripts of his Thanksgivings and Six Days of Creation 
to close friend Susanna Hopton, only to have her mistaken as their 
author when she submitted them for publication 25 years after his death. 
His brother Philip held on to Traherne's Poems of Felicity even longer, 
revising the poems at length. But thanks to the persistence of the 



 

21 

 

Sensitivity: Unclassified 

publisher Bertram Dobell the poems were revealed to be Traherne's 
work.  
 
Traherne's great theme is the visionary innocence of childhood, and in 
this respect he has been compared with William Blake and Walt 
Whitman. His style, too, bears resemblance to these authors in its 
incantatory rush, repetitions, and disregard for the rules of standard 
English. His poems, such as the often-anthologized "Shadows in the 
Water," suggest that adults have lost the joy of childhood, and with it an 
understanding of the divine nature of creation. In his writing, Traherne 
sought to reclaim this joy in the world.  
 
Thomas Traherne's contribution to literature includes a depiction of 
childhood experiences not known in the literature of that time. He 
believed that Man could do God no greater homage than to delight in His 
creation: 
 
"Our blessedness to see 
Is even to the Deity 
A Beatific Vision! He attains 
His Ends while we enjoy. In us He reigns." 
 
His writings express an ardent, childlike love of God and a firm belief in 
man's relation to the divine. Traherne remembered the innocence of 
childhood, and insisted that he "must become a child again": 
 
"Long time before 
I in my mother's womb was born, 
A God preparing did this glorious store 
The world for me adorn. 
Into His Eden so divine and fair, 
So wide and bright, I come His son and heir." 
 
Thomas was a lover of good company but he remained single throughout 
his life. He was a man of deep prayer and led a simple, devout and 
caring life. There are mixed reports about his wealth, differing from 
accumulating no wealth, to being able to leave a legacy of five houses 
for the poor of Hereford. However, his will shows that he possessed little 
beyond his books, and thought it worthwhile to bequeath his "old hat." 
 
Thomas Traherne is commemorated in the Church of England’s calendar 
on 10 October. 

Source: The Internet 
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BIBLE QUIZ FOR ALL 
 
All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness. - II Timothy 3:16 
 
God honours and promises to bless all those who 
respect, love and meditate on His precious Word. It is 
the most valuable possession we own because it is our Father's love 
letter to us. Everything else will pass away, 'but the Word of God stands 
forever'. - Isaiah 40:8. 

The quiz is open to participants of all ages.  
Answers should be given by the 27th of the month.  Late entries will not 
be considered.  
Answers should be mailed to sheebs@hotmail.com or given to Mrs. 
Sheeba Roshan in person. 
Names of participants with score will be mentioned in the next issue.  
Winners will be awarded at the end of the year. 
 
QUIZ 10 
 
Portion: Acts chapters 17- 20 

1. What provoked Paul's spirit in Athens? 
2. What was the occupation of Demetrius of Ephesus? 
3. Where in Jerusalem was Paul seized? 
4. Who warned Paul about the plot against his life? 
5. Why was Paul ordered to appear before Caesar? 
6. Where was Paul shipwrecked? 
7. For how many days had Paul's ship been battered during a storm on 
the Mediterranean Sea? 
8. What did Paul have in common with Aquila and Pricilla? 
9. What did Paul tell the Athenians about God's tolerance of ignorance? 
10. Who did Paul say knew him from his youth? 

Answers to Quiz 9: 

1.  An Ethiopian official, an important official in charge of all the treasury 
of the Candace (Acts 8:27) 
2. Jews who followed Greek practices (Acts 6:1) 
3. Antioch (Acts 11:26) 
4. Forgiveness (Acts 2:38) 
5. Joseph (Acts 4:36) 
6. Moses (Acts 7:20) 
7. John (Acts 13:13) 
8. Three in the afternoon (Acts 10:3) 

mailto:sheebs@hotmail.com
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9. Joel (Acts 2:16) 
10. David (Acts 1:20) 

Points tally after Quiz 9:   

  

 
    Sep 2020  Aggregate 

1 Adelene Mercy Roshan  10        90 

2 Daniel Inbaraj  10 90 

3 Deepathavana Ranjan 10 90 

4 Esther Jayanthi Surya 10 90 

5 Felicia William 10 90 

6 Hannah Cheryl Daniel 10 90 

7 Jaden Johnsson Dhyriam 10 89 

8 Jadon Titus Muller 10 90 

9 Jason Travis Daniel  10 90 

10 Jeremy Roopsingh - 30 

11 Jeyasri David 10 90 

12 Joann Ignatius - 10 

13 Jonathan Ethan Dhyriam 10 89 

14 Jonathan Roopsingh - 30 

15 Joshua Emmanuel 10 90 

16 Keturah Manoharan 10 90 

17 Kezia Regan  10 90 

18 Latha Chittaranjan - 60 

19 Mahilini Santhosh 10 90 

20 Manya Malhotra 10 90 

21 Natalia Regan  10 40 

22 Nirmala Naveendhar 10 80 

23 Ranjini Inbaraj 10 90 

24 Rohan Abraham Stanley  10 90 

25 Santosh Dhyriam 10 89 

26 Sharon Angelene - 10 

27 Shekinah Tanya Dhyriam 10 89 
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28 Shilpa Malhotra 10 90 

29 Shreya Dhyriam 10 89 

30 Sushma Anna Mathew - 60 

31 Tasha Grace  10 90 

32 Zoey Emmanuel 10 90 
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The Reformation was a major movement within Western Christianity in 
16th-century Europe. It was the start of Protestantism and the split of 
Protestantism from the Roman Catholic Church. 
 
Five solae of the Protestant Reformation: 
Sola Scriptura (by Scripture alone) 
Sola Fide (by faith alone) 
Sola Gratia (by grace alone) 
Solus Christus (through Christ alone) 
Soli Deo Gloria (Glory to God alone) 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_Christianity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Europe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Protestantism
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Why EānMé? 
‘EānMé’ – literally meaning “unless” in Greek – has its roots in St. 
Thomas the Apostle’s words of doubt. It is based on his famous words to 
the Risen Lord in St. John 20:25: “…Unless I see in His hands the print 
of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and put my hand 
into His side, I will not believe.” 

‘Unless’ or ‘except’ in the King James Version is translated from the 
Greek word ‘EānMé’ εανμε (eh-an’ may) meaning: before, but, except, 
not or unless.  

We welcome your original contributions to the 
EānMé in the form of articles (word limit: 840), 
poems, Protestant church pictures for the cover, or 
information relevant to the season. Please send 
your entries by hard/soft copy to reach the STEC 
church office stthomasenglishchur@bsnl.in or 
stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com by the 20th of 
every month. 

You can read the current issue of EānMé online at 
http://www.santhomeenglishchurch.org/. A few earlier issues have been 
archived on `CSI St. Thomas English Church’ facebook page. 

Contributions are also invited for the Sunday bulletin. If you have any 
interesting information to share in the form of anecdotes, short stories 
etc. (around 100 words) relevant to the Sunday theme, please mail it to 
Kavita Edward: sandeekov@gmail.com  
 
 
We are on Social Media! 
‘Like’ our Church page on Facebook to stay updated 
https://www.facebook.com/StThomasEnglishChurch 
 
Join our Church group on Facebook to connect with 
each other and share / view pictures of church events 
https://www.facebook.com/CSI St. Thomas English Church, Santhome 
 
‘Follow’ @CSI_STEC on Twitter 
 
`Follow’ @csi_stec on Instagram 
 

Travelling on work or vacation?  
Don’t forget to click a picture! 
If you happen to visit or see a beautiful, historic Protestant 
church that you think should be on our EānMé cover, please 

mailto:sandeekov@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/StThomasEnglishChurch
https://www.facebook.com/
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click a hi-res picture and e-mail it, along with a short note about the 
Church, to stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com 
If you would like to join, participate in or use your time and effort for the 
Ministries, Fellowships and activities of the Church, please get in touch 
with the following people: 
 
Morning Sunday School – Mrs. Grace Rathnam  
Blossoms for Christ (Evening Sunday School) – Mrs. Sheeba Roshan 
Prayer Fellowship – Mr. Daniel Inbaraj 
Adult Fellowship – Mr. Ajit Stanley Moses 
Choir – Mrs. Anila Manoharan 
Women’s Fellowship – Mrs. Vasanthi Premkumar  
Men’s Fellowship – Mr. Milton Sigamoney 
Rapha (Hospital Ministry) – Mrs. Ranjini Inbaraj  
Church Library – Mrs. Shailaja Henry  
Eco (Garden) – Mrs. Premalatha Samuel 
Evangelism – Mrs. Nirmala Stephen  
EānMé, Website Content, Facebook, Twitter & Instagram moderation – 
Mrs. Fabiola Jacob 
Weekly Bulletin (Pew Sheets) – Mrs. Kavita Edward 
Education Ministry (School) – Mrs. Gemina Martin 
 
 
 

 
 
 

mailto:stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com
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 FELLOWSHIP PROGRAMMES 

 

Sunday School  : 
English:  Sunday – 8:00 am 

Tamil:  Sunday - 4 pm 

Women’s Fellowship : I and III Saturday - 5:00 pm 

Men’s Fellowship : II and IV Saturday - 6:30 pm 

Adults’ Fellowship  : Sunday - 5:00 pm 

Hospital visit  : II Sunday - 10:15 am 

Prayer Fellowship : I and III Sunday – 7:15 pm 

 

 

 

PASTORATE  

COMMITTEE 

MEMBERS 

 

Mr. Ajit Stanley Moses 

Mr. S.P. Paul 

Mr. A. Arun Jacob 

Dr. Vijit Koshy Cherian 

Mrs. Saroja Bai J. 

Mrs. Susanna Premalatha Samuel 

Mrs. Sheeba Roshan 

Mr. Jewel Solomon Devanand 

 

 

 

The Rt. Rev. Dr. J. George Stephen 
Bishop in Madras 

 

Rev. J. Paul Sudhakar 
Presbyter-in-charge 

 
Mr. Milton Sigamoney 
Mr. Ajit Stanley Moses 

Lay Readers 

             Mr. Stephen Michael A. 
             Secretary 

Mr. Benjamin Hastings 
Treasurer 
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WORSHIP SERVICES – PLAN FOR OCTOBER 2020 

Date and 
Time 

Day Services and Preacher Theme Stewards for Bible 
Reading and Offertory 

4.10.2020 
8:00 am 

 
Laity Sunday 

 
 

The 
Seventeenth 
Sunday after 

Trinity 

(XVIII after 
Pentecost) 

 
Service on Zoom call: 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul 
Sudhakar 
 

 
 

Witness of the 
people of God 

Daniel 3: 12 – 30 
Psalm 15 
Acts 18: 24 – 28 
St. Luke 10: 1 – 20 
 
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Alex  

11.10.2020 
8:00 am 

 
Sunday for 

the 
differently 

abled 
 

The 
Eighteenth 

Sunday after 
Trinity 

(XIX after 
Pentecost) 

 

 

 
Service on Zoom call: 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul 
Sudhakar 
 
 

 
 

Differently 
abled: sanctity 

of life 

Exodus 4: 10 – 17   
Psalm 37  
II Corinthians 12: 1 – 10  
St. John 5: 1 – 9  
 
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen 
Michael  
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18.10.2020 
8:00 am 

 
Youth 

Sunday 
 

The 
Nineteenth 

Sunday after 
Trinity 

 (XX after 
Pentecost) 

 
Service on Zoom call: 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul 
Sudhakar 
 

 
Spirituality of 
youth in the 

contemporary 
world 

 
 

Genesis 41: 37 – 43 
Psalm 111 
Philippians 3: 1 – 16 
St. Matthew 19: 16 – 22 
 
Mr. & Mrs. Deepak 
Rathnam 

 

25.10.2020 
8:00 am 

 
Reformation 

Sunday 

The 
Twentieth 

Sunday after 
Trinity  

(XXI after 
Pentecost) 

 

 
Service on Zoom call: 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul 
Sudhakar 
 

 
 

Rediscovering 
and reliving the 

faith 
 
 
 

II Chronicles 34: 8 – 21 
Psalm 46 
Revelation 2: 1 – 7  
St. John 2: 12 – 22 
 
Mr. & Mrs. Ajit Stanley 
Moses  


