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My dear parishioners, 
Greetings in the Name of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ! 
 
Our Lord has been good to us during the month of 
August. All praise and glory be to Him, for all the rich 
blessings we have received from His hands.  
 
We have moved into the third quarter of this year. 

Though the Covid19 pandemic is still a threat, we are now in a better 
situation regarding the lockdown, which has also received a mixed 
response from people. Government authorities and the church 
leadership have granted permission for us to have worship services in 
churches, but with the SOP prescribed. To strictly adhere to the rules 
and still have regular worship services is quite paradoxical. However, we 
shall look for the best possible way to have relevant and meaningful 
worship services.  
 
Two important events are observed by churches during the month of 
September. And both are connected to the life and witness of our 
Church. The first is the observance of Teacher’s day. The birthday of Dr. 
Sarvapalli Radhakrishnan the former president of India, is 
commemorated as teacher’s day.  
 
The Christian community is largely connected to education; this has 
been the ministry of the church, which is directly connected to the 
emancipation of the masses and enlightenment of the mind. We have 
inherited this tradition from our missionary leaders and we are bestowed 
with the privilege of running schools and institutions. In spite of all the 
challenges and allegations, we have a mission on hand, and it is 
important to impart knowledge to the needy.  
 
The other event in churches is the ‘Harvest Festival’ - also called 
Ingathering, Annual Thanksgiving or even as Fete. This is traditionally 
connected to the real time of harvest in our village congregations, such 
as the month of January, when the produce of the land is brought as 
offering and not as cash.   
 
What is strikingly important is that this too has Biblical traditions and is 
an integral part of our church tradition. It is important to remind ourselves 
that it is not with our own might and strength, but it is because of the God 
who works through Nature, that we enjoy the fruits of the soil for our 
sustenance.  
 
The Harvest festival is a time to pause and reflect upon the greatness, 
goodness and faithfulness of God in keeping us and our earth as the 
foundation of our existence. The Old Testament has several illustrations 
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to teach us that we should value and cherish the goodness of the earth - 
like the Sabbath rest for the land, the flora and the fauna. The important 
other dimension in the harvest festival is not only being thankful to God, 
but also being generous is sharing and caring for underprivileged people. 
The book of Deuteronomy admonishes us that as we bring in the basket 
of the first fruits to worship God, we should remember and care for the 
Levites, the slaves, the orphans and the sojourners. 
 
May the good Lord bless you and keep you as we stay thankful to God. 
 
Yours in His joyful service,  
Rev. J. Paul Sudhakar 
Presbyter-in-charge and Chairman 
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IN EVERYTHING, GIVE THANKS! 
 

In 1917, when Frederick M. Lehman a Californian 
businessman lost all his money due to business 
reversals, he did not turn angry or bitter, as most of 
us would. Instead, he penned a beautiful hymn on 

‘The Love of God’ that our Choir sang, arranged virtually for Choir 
Sunday – you can watch it here on YouTube: 
https://youtu.be/Te6UPR2veaA 
 
Lehman at that time, had taken up manual labour in a packing house in 
Pasadena, and wrote these beautiful lines in between packing oranges 
and lemons into wooden crates! On this particular day, he was inspired 
by a Sunday evening sermon he had heard on the love of God, and 
could hardly rest till he had scribbled the lines flowing through his head, 
on scraps of paper with a stub pencil.  
 
It is said that, on arriving home from work, Lehman went straight to his 
old upright piano and composed a beautiful melody to go with the two 
stanzas he had written. But there was one more problem, as apparently 
in those days, a hymn had to have at least three stanzas to qualify as 
one! Lehman’s creativity had struck a stumbling block here as, however 
hard he tried, he couldn’t come up with a third verse. It was then that he 
remembered a poem, printed on a bookmark that someone had given 
him. 
 
It was an Aramaic verse originally written around 1000 AD by a Jewish 
Rabbi & Cantor - Meir Ben Isaac Nehoria in Worms, Germany – with a 
powerful imagery of sky and sea to describe the infinite love of God. The 
verse, translated to English, was found many centuries later, scribbled 
on the walls of a mental asylum, by an unknown man. It was discovered 
only after he died, by the men who were repainting his room and one of 
them noted it down. It went like this: 
 
Could we with ink the ocean fill, 
And were the skies of parchment made, 
Were every stalk on earth a quill, 
And every man a scribe by trade, 
To write the love of God above, 
Would drain the ocean dry. 
Nor could the scroll contain the whole, 
Though stretched from sky to sky. 
 
When Lehman took it to the piano and voiced the words with the tune he 
had composed – it was a perfect fit! And clearly, it’s also the best part of 
the hymn. 

https://youtu.be/Te6UPR2veaA
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Lehman’s hymn today is not just an ode to God’s unfailing love, but it’s 
an exercise too in learning to look at the brighter side of things and be 
grateful. Like Betjeman’s Church mouse (in the poem on page 9) we are 
to delight in the here and now, even as we are trying to stay safe in the 
pandemic this September – traditionally a time for thanksgiving. 
 
For we find in Jeremiah 31: 1 – 3 that “Thus says the Lord: “The people 
who survived the sword found grace in the wilderness; when Israel 
sought for rest, the Lord appeared to him from far away. I have loved you 
with an everlasting love; therefore I have continued My faithfulness to 
you.”  

Fabiola Jacob 
 
 
 

PRAYER TIME: 

Do you have a prayer point that you would like to share with our Church 
prayer group? Please mail it to stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com or 
drop it in the box at the main door of our Church after the lockdown ends, 
so that it can be included in the prayer list.  
Our Church prayer group meets on the third Sunday of every month, at 
7.15 pm in Church (now on Zoom), to pray for general and specific 
needs. You are welcome to join the group. 

 

  

 
GEMS FROM THE BIBLE 

 
Put them in your heart-bank – 
memorize and use them! 

• In quietness and confidence is 
your strength. – Isaiah 30:15 

• The Lord is faithful to His promises. Blessed are all those who wait for 
Him to help them. – Isaiah 30:18 

• Pride goes before destruction and haughtiness before a fall. – 
Proverbs 16:18 

• God is my strong fortress; He has made me safe. – II Samuel 22:33 

• Love forgets mistakes. – Proverbs 17:9  

Premella Soundarapandian 

 

mailto:stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com
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Gracing our cover this month, is the quaint yet charming 
All Saints Church at Stanley Bay in Alexandria, 
Egypt, photographed by Arun Jacob. 
 
About the Church 
Built around 1890 by the British settlers here, the 

picturesque All Saints Church is located right in the heart of Alexandria, 
near the iconic Stanley Bridge on the Corniche. The medieval 
architecture and woodwork in the interiors are reminiscent of English 
country Churches, and the memorial plaques here indicate that British 
regiments used to worship here.  
 
Not much is known about the Church’s history, and information is not 
very forthcoming, given the prevailing political climate in Egypt. But the 
Church seems to have an active congregation, that regularly worships in 
Arabic. 
 
Perched on the Mediterranean coast of Egypt, Alexandria is a charming 
city. It is here that St Mark the Evangelist established the first church in 
Egypt, and became its first Patriarch and Pope. Alexandria was also a 
centre for learning, famous for its ancient Library and Catechetical 
School. 
 
The Episcopal / Anglican Province of Alexandria was recently recognized 
as its 41st independent province by the Anglican Communion, covering 
Egypt, Algeria, Tunisia, Libya, Chad, Mauritania, Eritrea, Ethiopia, 
Djibouti and Somalia. 
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DIARY OF A CHURCH MOUSE 
 

Here among long-discarded cassocks, 
Damp stools, and half-split open hassocks, 
Here where the vicar never looks 
I nibble through old service books. 
Lean and alone I spend my days 
Behind this Church of England baize. 
I share my dark forgotten room 
With two oil-lamps and half a broom. 
 
The cleaner never bothers me,  
So here I eat my frugal tea. 
My bread is sawdust mixed with straw; 
My jam is polish for the floor. 
Christmas and Easter may be feasts 
For congregations and for priests, 
And so may Whitsun. All the same, 
They do not fill my meagre frame.  
 
For me the only feast at all 
Is Autumn's Harvest Festival, 
When I can satisfy my want 
With ears of corn around the font. 
I climb the eagle's brazen head 
To burrow through a loaf of bread. 
I scramble up the pulpit stair 
And gnaw the marrows hanging there. 
 
It is enjoyable to taste 
These items ere they go to waste, 
But how annoying when one finds 
That other mice with pagan minds 
Come into church my food to share 
Who have no proper business there. 
Two field mice who have no desire 
To be baptized, invade the choir. 
 
A large and most unfriendly rat 
Comes in to see what we are at. 
He says he thinks there is no God 
And yet he comes... it's rather odd. 
This year he stole a sheaf of wheat 
(It screened our special preacher's seat), 
And prosperous mice from fields away 
Come in to hear our organ play, 
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And under cover of its notes 
Ate through the altar's sheaf of oats. 
A Low Church mouse, who thinks that I 
Am too papistical, and High, 
Yet somehow doesn't think it wrong 
To munch through Harvest Evensong, 
While I, who starve the whole year through, 
Must share my food with rodents who 
 
Except at this time of the year 
Not once inside the church appear. 
Within the human world I know 
Such goings-on could not be so, 
For human beings only do 
What their religion tells them to. 
They read the Bible every day 
And always, night and morning, pray, 
 
And just like me, the good church mouse, 
Worship each week in God's own house, 
But all the same it's strange to me 
How very full the church can be 
With people I don't see at all 
Except at Harvest Festival. 

 
John Betjeman 

One of Britain's best-loved poets of the 20th century, Sir John Betjeman 
was Poet Laureate from 1972 until his death in 1984. His ‘Diary of a 
Church Mouse’ (1954), set during ‘Harvest Festival’ is a gentle mockery 
of fair-weather Christians who use the church when it suits them but are 
nowhere to be seen for most of the year. Betjeman uses a mouse to 
make his point, and it’s not hard to see why this is one of Betjeman’s 
most popular poems – it appeals to people of all ages, to even those who 
miss the satire. 
 

CONCERN 
 

When the Lord created man in the Eden garden, He was concerned 
about his safety, 
He asked Adam and Eve not to go near the tree in the centre, which was 
crafty; 
However, what the Lord was concerned, took place, 
To prevent more disobedience, they were from Eden displaced. 
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When thousands of people came to Jesus, He was concern as they may 
be hungry, 
The disciples were asked to feed them, as soon they may get weary; 
One boy had two fishes and five loves, to the multitude feed, 
Jesus blessed the minimum of food to multiply and satisfied their need. 
 
After the prodigal son left the house, the father was concerned, 
Every day, the father searched for the son and did yearn; 
One day the father saw a beggarly man coming in his street far, 
The father recognized him as his prodigal son and took him home to 
care. 
 
One man had hundred sheep and home he brought in the evening,  
While counting, he found one sheep missing; 
He left the ninety and nine and became concerned of the lost one to 
seek, 
He found the sheep fallen into a crevice that was deep. 
 
He lifted the sheep and carried it on his shoulders gently, 
He brought it home and cared for it greatly; 
His neighbours were informed about his finding, 
All rejoiced with the shepherd for the sheep’s homecoming. 

Prema Jayasundar 

 
 

IS OUR FRAGRANCE SPREADING  
LIKE THE SANDALWOOD TREE WHEN CUT? 

 
Job was by Satan his wealth and children stripped, 
Satan wanted Job to deny God but was trapped; 
When Job was tormented his fragrance of faith was spread, 
This faith, his wife and Satan did dread. 
 
David was the second anointed Israel’s King, 
His life by King Saul was pushed to the brink; 
David got many chances to kill Saul, but he never bothered, 
With his refusal, David’s fragrance spread to others. 
 
Early Christians due to torture left Jerusalem city, 
Few lived in fear and locked themselves in the upper room for safety; 
On the day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit descended like cloven tongues 
of fire, 
When the Christians received the ‘Holy Spirit’ their fragrance spread 
without fear. 
 

Prema Jayasundar 
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REMEMBERING LATE REV. HONEST CHINNIAH 

Teacher, musician, theologian and ‘Parish Priest par excellence’, the 
Late Rev. Honest Chinniah was one of the memorable Presbyters at 
STEC. In fact, he served here twice - from 1951-53 and again, from 
1972-74! This newsletter – the EanMe - owes its origin to this erudite 
Pastor, who also christened it in Greek - ‘Eanme’ εανμε (eh-an’ may) 
meaning ‘unless’ – the word used in John 20:25 by St. Thomas the 
Apostle to our Risen Lord, and earlier in John 3:3 by Christ Himself to 
Nicodemus.   

 
The late Rev Honest Chinniah would have been 100 this year in 
November 2020. Many from our Parish have interacted with him, some 
very closely, and there are numerous anecdotes and experiences shared 
from time to time. Now here’s a chance to record all that we knew about 
him, in a memorial e-book to commemorate his 100th birth anniversary – 
that is to be published by his family, in November. 
 
If you would like to say something about him (snippets, anecdotes etc.) 
or send photos or videos of your association with him over the years, in 
the form of testimonies and tributes, kindly send them to Mr. Suresh 
Balasunder at +91 9962477122 (by whatsapp) or to the email ID 
suresh_b8@yahoo.com before 15 September 2020. 

mailto:suresh_b8@yahoo.com


 

  

 



 

  

 

STREET JESUS 
 

What is a street? It is “a public road in a city or town, typically with 
houses and buildings on one or both sides.” Why is it important to us? 
It’s where we live. It’s our identity. Whatever happens on our street 
affects us. Hence, we are very careful in choosing where we live. 
 
Streets in Israel two thousand and odd years ago were very busy and 
filled with a lot of hustle and bustle. Why? It was because most of the 
ministry of Jesus Christ was done on the dusty roads of Galilee, 
Capernaum, Bethany… People followed Him in thousands because as 
Peter put it in John 6:68 “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the 
words of eternal life.” Zacchaeus met Jesus from his perch on a 
sycamore tree on a road in Jericho, while blind Bartemaeus received his 
healing when the great Healer stood still to answer the beggar’s plea just 
outside the town. Thus, streets were ministerial grounds for Jesus. 
 
One of the most remarkable happenings recorded in the book of Acts is 
found in chapter 9:1 to 19. There, on the Straight street in Damascus, 
Saul met his Saviour… and the rest is world changing history. 
 
Streets have been very significant in charting the Christian revival 
calendar. One of the most phenomenal ones is the Azusa Street Revival 
(Los Angeles, California) which started on 9 April 1906 and went on for a 
few years. William Seymour and his friends were praying on Bonnie Brae 
Street when they received the anointing of the Holy Spirit. The news 
quickly spread. Crowds gathered and an old, dilapidated building at 312, 
Azusa Street was used. It was characterized by spiritual experiences 
accompanied with miraculous physical healing. This revival is considered 
to be the catalyst for the spread of Pentecostalism. 
 
During this pandemic another revival has burst on the sandy shores of 
Huntington Beach, California. With church doors being closed, an 
Oceanside Outreach has been started by Parker and Jessi Green, who 
had a vision of thousands of people being baptized in the ocean. The 
group known as Saturate O.C., gather on Fridays. This ongoing 
movement which started on Friday, 3 July 2020 draws hundreds of 
adults and children, who are coming forward, repenting of their sins 
openly and accepting Christ through baptism in the Pacific ocean. 
 
For quite some time we Christians have closeted Jesus within the four 
walls of the church, making Him an exclusive property of the Christians. 
Now the question is, “How do we take Jesus to the streets?” An easy 
option is available to all of us; one that needs no special gift of preaching 
or even singing. It’s prayer. Each one of us must adopt a few streets, 
around our neighborhood and pray for their revival. If we go for walks, 
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then let us keep praying for the residents on that particular street. If we 
do so surely the Spirit of God will intervene and open their souls to the 
saving grace of our Lord.  
 
Start where you are…Do what you can…Try to change the world… One 
street at a time… 
 
Bring Jesus back to the streets! Let’s start a revival! 

 
Daniel Inbaraj 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

WRITE TO US! 
Do you have a comment on the articles, a fresh 
new idea or feedback about the EanMe that 
you would like to share with other readers? Mail 
it to stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com with 
‘EanMe MailBox’ in the subject. The best letters 
will be published in the next issue of the 
EanMe. 

 
 

 
Church hoardings that make you chuckle! 
 
• “Trust in God.  But lock your car!” 
• “If God is your co-pilot, switch seats!” 
• “Noah was a brave man to sail in a wooden boat with two termites!” 
• “Love thy neighbor as thy cell phone!” 
• “Need home improvement?  Bring your family to church!” 
• “Church parking only. Violators will be baptized!” 
• “Want free trip to heaven?  Details inside!” 
• “Try Jesus.  If you don’t like Him, the devil will take you back!” 
• “God recycles.  He made you from dust!” 
 

Ventriloquist Shanthakumar 
 
 



 

  

 



 

  

 

‘HIDE THEM IN YOUR HEART' - A SCRIPTURE CHALLENGE! 
 
click here to view video - Rohan Abraham Stanley 
 
Can you memorize Psalm 119: 65 - 72 before 27 Sep 2020? 
 
If this offer appeals to you, please approach 
Roshan Soundarapandian (Mobile No: 98403 
88365) - a surprise awaits you! 
The winners will be announced in next month's 
EanMe!  
Of course, prizes would follow! 
Anyone can rise to the opportunity - no age limit 
– all the best!  
 
Why the Scripture Challenge? 
There is no other single discipline in Christian life that is more rewarding 
than memorizing Scripture. Our prayer life will be strengthened. Our 
witnessing will be sharper and effective. Our attitude and perspective will 
begin to change. Our mind will become alert, observant and confident, 
enhancing our faith in ourselves and in God. 
 
We need to hide God's Word in our hearts so that we don't sin against 
Him. Carrying Scripture in our hands and also in our hearts is a way to 
cherish God's Word, creating an amazing opportunity to meditate on the 
truth and hastening the process of transforming us into Christ-likeness. 
When we fill our minds with the Word of God, we build a barrier between 
us and the enemy. The more verses you memorize, the barricade 

becomes higher and stronger. 
 
The Word of God brings us wisdom, strength and 
hope. It gives assurance, solace, power and 
authority. Above all we will enjoy peace of mind. So 
come, let's indulge in this overwhelming experience! 

 
Winners:  

Name 
  

July 
2020 

Aug 
2020 

Psalm 
119: 

49-56 

Psalm 
119:  

57-64 

Anahera Phoebe David  

Ezekiel David  

Felicia William  

Hannah Cheryl Daniel  

https://vimeo.com/454791917
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Iris Manoharan  

Jaden Johnsson Dhyriam  

Jadon Titus Muller  

Jason Travis Daniel  

Jemima Thilagan  

Jonathan Ethan Dhyriam  

Joshua Emmanuel  

Keturah Manoharan  

Kezia Regan  

Manya Lily Malhotra  

Mercy Roshan  

Natalia Regan  

Priya Muller  

Ranjini Inbaraj  

Rohan Abraham Stanley  

Santhosh Dhyriam  

Shekinah Tanya Dhyriam  

Shreya Dhyriam  

Zoey Emmanuel  
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WOMEN AS PEACEMAKERS 
 

In this time of turbulence, “Women as peacemakers” was certainly a very 
apt and important theme to reflect on this Women’s Sunday – during our 
online worship service via Zoom. The Bible readings revolved around: 

• How conflict can be resolved through peaceful response, 
seeking forgiveness and humble action (I Samuel 25;23-35) 

• How prayer and petition will cause the peace of God which 
surpasses understanding to guards our hearts and minds in 
Christ Jesus (Philippians 4:5-9) 

• How the God of peace will be with us when we reflect on just, 
honourable, commendable, excellence and anything worthy of 
praise (Philippians 4 5-9) 

• How we can peacefully rest in the shadow of the almighty (Psalm 
91) 
 

The preparatory song “Make me a channel of peace” by St. Francis of 
Assisi - a deep intercession to be a channel of peace in order to bring 
hope, consolation, faith, understanding, love, light, joy and forgiveness - 
was sung beautifully. 
 
Our Pastor Amma Mrs. Susan Paul’s sermon pointed to intimacy with 
God giving us peace in our lives because through that, we leave 
everything in His hands, and He will grant everything we need. 
 
A peacemaker settles problems. Nabal’s servant pointed out to Abigail, 
the treatment being meted out to David’s men despite their goodness. 
She responded quickly by looking into the problem, prepared food to 
pacify them, demonstrated humility by falling at David’s feet, asked for 
forgiveness on behalf of her husband and rectified the situation. She 
calmed the circumstances around her. She came troubled for fear of 
repression and bloodshed, however when she left, she went peacefully, 
because David was also a peacemaker. Through the story she brought 
out the point that God wants us to be peacemakers. 
 
She also highlighted the seventh beatitude, “Blessed are the 
peacemakers for they shall see God”. To be peacemakers we need to be 
gentle, open to reason, full of mercy, patient and walk the extra mile.  
When we are peacemakers and we reconcile differences with our 
brethren, we are called ‘Children of God’. She pointed out that as we 
would be so happy, if we were daughters of a King. To be a daughter of 
a King, we need to be peacemakers. God wants us to take on the mantle 
of peace-making. Jesus is the Prince of Peace (Isaiah 9: 6) and Jesus is 
a Giver of peace (John 14:27) and Jesus is a lover of peace (John 20: 
21). 
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She mentioned that the qualities of a peacemaker as 

• To understand the problem 

• Identify what exactly should be addressed 

• Follow a simple policy of give and take, sacrifice and make 
adjustments 

• Accept people as they are 

• Ask God to help us be channels of peace 
 

During intercessory prayer, our women leaders Vinodha Jeyabalan, 
Christleda Ponniah, Vasanthi Premkumar, Felicia William and Leena 
Ponnudurai led us through prayer for Peace in the family, Church, in our 
Community, in our State and Peace in the world and for the work of 
Peace organizations. Our pastor prayed specially for the needs of 
Women and our Women’s Fellowship. The closing hymn gave us the 
assurance of Peace, which is a rich blessing and a wonderful gift from 
above - through Christ on the Cross. 
 
We thank our Pastor Amma and the Women’s Fellowship for the 
wonderful worship service. 

Jemima Ravithilagan 
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OBEDIENCE TO GOD  
IS AN EXPRESSION OF OUR LOVE FOR GOD! 

 
• My friend who was starving, ate I the first batch of a wedding dinner.  
When he again joined in the fourth batch, a server who identified him 
enquired, “Did you not dine earlier?”  My friend responded, “Yes, you 
have the best memory and I have the best digestion!” 
 
• The wedding reception was over and everybody left.  The bride’s father 
came to his son-in-law and held his hands.  His eyes welled up with 
tears.  The son-in-law assured, “Don’t worry Mama, I’ll look after…”  But 
bride’s father interrupted saying, “No no Mappillai… I’m only feeling for 
you...!” 
 
• My friend felt miserable while explaining his bitter experience after 
attending an orthodox wedding, “The chappals (footwear) were brand 
new machi… Very costly too…  But when I returned to the entrance 
within a few minutes, they were gone!”  I asked him, “Then what did you 
do?”  “Then what?” he quipped.  “I had to return home wearing my old 
chappals!” 
 
Let me now take you to a familiar wedding in Cana.  Though mother 
Mary advised the servants to do whatever Jesus said, I am amazed to 
see how the servants did not ask Jesus the reason for filling up the stone 
jars with water when what they needed was wine.  Again, when the 
servants were directed to draw some out and take it to the master of the 
feast, nobody dared to ask Him how they could take water instead of 
wine to the master of the feast?  Those servants implicitly obeyed Jesus 
and so, could witness a great miracle.   

 
In our lives too, if we obey 
the word of God without 
questioning, we can see 
many such miracles.  When 
we obey, we take the way of 
wisdom.  His promises of 
blessing for obedience far 
outweigh any possible 
consequences. 
 
During our visit to Holy 

Land, we were fortunate to explore the place where this incident had 
happened.  Now there is a little but beautiful church with a small museum 
where we could witness one of the stone jars used by Jesus, apart from 
others.   
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Abraham went to the extent of sacrificing the only son he was blessed 
with during his old age.  Saul the great persecutor heard the voice of 
God and obeyed.  When mother Mary was told about the virgin birth of 
Jesus by Gabriel, she simply obeyed.  Moses obeyed God to go back to 
Egypt and led the Israelites out of slavery in Egypt.  Gideon took on the 
Midianites despite being severely outnumbered.  Last but not the least, 
Jesus submitted to the will of God in Gethsemane garden.   
 
“When you yield yourself in complete and whole-hearted obedience to 
God, He can do great things through you!”— Jim George 
 
Jesus says, “Anyone who loves Me will obey My teaching!” (John 14:23)  
Do we love Jesus? 
 

Ventriloquist Shanthakumar 

 
 



 

  

 



 

  

 

THE INSPIRING LIFE OF 
GEORGE MÜLLER 

 
George Müller founded schools and orphanages 
while serving as a missionary in Bristol, England, 
in the early 1800s. His humble testimony 
regarding God’s miraculous provision for 

thousands of needy children under his care still inspires our faith today. 
 
My God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by 
Christ Jesus. – Philippians 4:19 (King James Version) 
 
Night was falling over the harbour of Bristol, England, and in the 
orphanage founded by George Müller and his wife, the children were 
getting ready for bed. George was working in his study when his wife 
arrived with alarming news. “We’re out of milk,” she said. “There isn’t 
enough for the morning oatmeal.” 
 
George laid aside his pen. This wasn’t the first time that money needed 
to buy food and other supplies was tight. The Müllers took in their first 
group of thirty girls in 1836, and their orphanage now housed over a 
hundred. From the first George remained resolved never to ask for funds 
from people or to borrow money. He went to God alone for every need, 
trusting wholly in the Lord’s faithfulness and provision. 
 
The pastor rose from his desk and reached for his wife’s hand. “Mary,” 
he said, “let us pray.” Two orphanage employees joined them, and 
together they made their humble yet necessary request to God. Tiny, 
helpless mouths were depending on them for sustenance. “Be assured, if 
you walk with Him and look to Him and expect help from Him,” George 
reminded them afterwards, “He will never fail you.” 
 
Someone knocked on the door. Mary hurried to answer, returning to the 
study a moment later. She handed her husband an envelope. “It’s a 
letter, George. Hurry up and open it.” 
 
Enclosed was a sum of money, more than enough for the milk. Within 
minutes, two more letters arrived with money and pledges of support. 
 
This immediate and abundant response to prayer had become a typical 
experience for Müller. After he came to faith and started meditating 
seriously on the Bible, he determined to simply trust God at His Word. As 
a pastor, he decided to live without a salary, relying only on money given 
to him. George learned to pray faithfully from his heart, asking His Father 
to move the hearts of men so that they would supply him and his family 
with what they needed to survive. 
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As a self-proclaimed “poor man,” regarding good works and holiness, 
George was well aware of what he lacked spiritually. George had grown 
up the privileged, arrogant son of a lawyer and routinely, drank, gambled 
and skipped out on bills. As revealed in The Autobiography of George 
Müller, one night he went to a prayer meeting, and everything changed. 
He got rid of his library of over three hundred books and kept only one, 
the Bible, the only book George felt he now needed. 
 
One night while seeking the Lord regarding the orphanage, he heard, 
“Open thy mouth wide and I will fill it.” And so, a great experiment of faith 
began. 
 
Faced with difficulties regarding the rented houses where the children 
lived, he dreamed of building an orphan’s home on its own land and with 
every amenity.  It took eighteen months to amass the initial sum of 
money, and throughout that time George counted the days he spent in 
prayer and recorded the funds as they trickled in. Each donation—God’s 
answer to his prayer rather than the fruit of a plea to man for money—
spurred him to continue. Eventually he built five homes, costing more 
than $100,000 to build, which is over $14,000,000 in today’s currency. 
 
These institutions were models at the time, when very few such places 
existed. Many orphans lived on the streets or went to poorhouses, where 
they were treated like slaves. In the Müller homes, each child was 
tenderly cared for, clothed, fed, and educated, with Christian instruction 
as the bedrock. When they left the orphanage in their late teens, they 
went on to live productive lives. 
 
George raised each and every penny for this wonderful ministry on his 
knees, through unceasing, persistent, thankful prayer and an unwavering 
faith in God. 
 
Almost two hundred years later, the George Müller Charitable Trust in 
Bristol still operates today and continues to adhere to George’s 
commitment to seeking money only through prayer. Tens of thousands of 
souls—orphans and other needy children, families and the elderly—have 
been helped.   
 
As George reminds us, “Every child of God is not called by the Lord to 
establish schools and orphan houses and to trust in the Lord for means 
for them. Yet, there is no reason why you may not experience, far more 
abundantly than we do now, His willingness to answer the prayers of His 
children.” 
 
Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. – Colossians 
4:2 (New International Version) 

Courtesy: www.guideposts.org 
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NOTHING IS IMPOSSIBLE 
 

Eugene L. Clark, the gifted pianist associated with 
the `Back to the Bible’ radio broadcast, was also a 
songwriter, an arranger of choir numbers, and a 
writer of missionary cantatas. However, he suffered 
from debilitating arthritis, which gradually affected 
every part of his body. Soon his eyesight was 

affected, and he became totally blind. Before long, it became impossible 
for Eugene to continue playing the piano or the organ. 
 
Unwilling to quit, he asked that a dictating machine be brought to his 
bedside. And he dictated his arrangements by the machine – a note, a 
rest, a bar, a dot at a time. It was something that neither total blindness 
nor crippling arthritis could stop. 
 
His best-known song, `Nothing is impossible’ typifies the life of Eugene 
Clark. 

 
Nothing is impossible when you put your trust in God 
Nothing is impossible when you’re trusting in His Word 
Hearken to the voice of God to thee 
`Is there anything too hard for Me?’ 
Then put your trust in God alone and rest upon His Word 
For everything, O everything, yes, everything is possible with God. 
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REV. DR. ANDREW BELL – THE 
‘MADRAS’ EDUCATIONIST 

 
Madras (the city we now call Chennai), has 
lent its name to a college in St. Andrew’s 
University in faraway Scotland – thanks to the Missionary-Educator Rev. 
Dr. Andrew Bell (1753-1832). 
 
Andrew Bell was born in the Scottish town of St. Andrews on March 27, 
1753, the son of a local magistrate and wig-maker. In 1769 he entered 
St. Andrews University, where he excelled in mathematics and natural 
philosophy. After serving from 1774 to 1781 as a private tutor in the 
Virginia Colony, he returned to Scotland, where he continued tutoring 
and was ordained a clergyman in the Anglican Church.  
 
Bell sailed for India in 1787 as chaplain to the regiments of the East India 
Company in Madras. He was appointed superintendent of the Madras 
Male Orphan Society (which is now the St. George’s Anglo-Indian 
School), where he developed the Madras system, which became his 
lifework and made him a leading figure in education. 
 
The ‘Monitor’ System 
Bell found that at the Madras school for Eurasian children (as the 
children born to British soldiers and Indian women were called then), little 
progress was being made because neither the teachers nor the pupils 
showed any interest in education.  
 
One day Bell came upon a local school where the native children were 
learning the alphabet by writing with their fingers in the sand. Fascinated 
by both the method and the zest of the children, Bell tried to introduce 
sand boards into his school, but the teachers resisted. Never easily 
thwarted, Bell used the older students, who had been taught the lesson 
by the master, to instruct groups of younger pupils. The pupils who 
assisted the teacher were called 'monitors'. This method of education 
became widely used in schools at home and abroad. This use of 
students to instruct other students was the heart of the Madras system. 
 
In 1791 Bell returned to London and later published a pamphlet, ‘An 
Experiment in Education’ (1797), discussing his methods and views of 
the Madras system. This plan received little public notice until Joseph 
Lancaster opened a school which was conducted in accordance with 
Bell's principles but improved upon the system. By the turn of the century 
the Madras system, also known as the Bell-Lancaster system, had 
become popularized, and Bell was asked to organize a school system in 
Dorset. In 1811 he became superintendent of the National Society for 
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Promoting the Education of the Poor in the Principles of the Established 
Church. 
 
Reforming Education 
After his return from India, Dr Bell made it his life's work to travel the UK 
and encourage schools to adopt 'the Madras system', as it had come to 
be known. The successful spread of the Madras system was due to a 
number of factors. It was inexpensive, was relatively efficient, and 
appeared at a time when interest in social reform, especially the 
education of poor children, was at a height in England. 
 
Though most famous for the Madras system, Bell was also interested in 
the abolition of corporal punishment of children, more active learning 
situations in schools, and other practices far ahead of his time. By the 
time of his death in 1832, over 10,000 schools were using his methods. 

 
To make sure that his 
educational ideas would 
be preserved for the 
future, Bell made 
arrangements for the 
fortune his success had 
brought him to be used to 
found a school in his 
native town of St Andrews. 
By selling some land he 
owned, he was also able 
to give money to the 
neighbouring town of 
Cupar and founded two 
schools - the Bell Baxter 
High School in Cupar 
which was originally called 
Madras Academy, and the 
Madras College in St 
Andrews.  
 
On Jan. 27, 1832, after a 

lifetime of service to education, Bell died, and he was buried in 
Westminster Abbey. 

Source: The Internet 

 



 

  

 



 

  

 

‘PLEASE GIVE ME ANOTHER 
CHANCE, LORD’ 

by Lorraine Peterson 

 
Continuing my review of the book ‘Please Give Me Another Chance, 
Lord: The Secret of Prayer in a Teen's Life’ by Lorraine Peterson from 
last month: 
 
During this lockdown period, we have come to the realization that 
nothing has the power to control or eradicate the dangerous virus 
“Corona”, and only accepting and seeking our Lord Almighty can deliver 
us from the pandemic. Prayer has the power, we believe, to bring our 
sufferings to an end, as with faith it can make impossible things possible. 
As we read in Ephesians 2:45 – our God who is rich in mercy made us 
alive with Christ, even when we were dead. Today’s closed churches 
reveal that people should realize the blessings of attending worship 
service in church. Psalm 122 says “the Lord is residing in the church”. 
 
Continuing from last month about the secret of prayer in Teens’ Life – 
this book teaches us how to do spiritual warfare and also presents some 
practical ways for prayer. Regarding sexual temptations, the author 
writes that one needs divine intervention to stay pure especially in 
teenage until a youth enters into a marriage bond. For staying “chaste” 
until marriage, literarily depends on their ability to learn to pray. They 
have to pray for their own protection, pollution and physical harm. 
 
As Philippians 4:8 says, whatever is true, noble, right and whatever is 
pure, lovely and admirable will have to be taken as guideline for acting in 
such tempting situations. The devil has been especially successful in 
tempting teens with pornography. Most of the youth are easily hurt and 
indulge in secret sins which seem more attractive. To escape this 
weakness, one needs pray to the militant prayer every day before 
leaving home. Even the most cautions, right-living young person faces 
dangers. 
 
Prayers are our first ever line of defense - when someone decides to pull 
the trigger, prayer is just as important in fighting depression and 
discouragements, self-inflicted violence and death. If the devil whispers 
“you might as well as commit suicide and be done with it”, we need to 
have prayer missiles on hand. But if we don’t have some practice in 
spiritual warfare, the devil will make his list of impossibilities look too real 
to give up. 
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Prayer helps fight devil’s assault on friends and family 
Prayer will also help you face the concerns and needs of others you care 
about. In the context of youth with parents intending divorce, somebody 
has to pray for them and that somebody is “You”. God will heal your 
wounds, renew with courage and fill you with hope only if you ask and 
receive and keep on asking and receiving. Life has a label on it “handle 
with prayer” - and only a skillful prayer warrior will be a consistent winner. 
 
“You are more important than you think you are” 
God’s plans for us are not chiseled in stone - only His character and 
nature are unchanging. His decisions are not. He is always willing to 
listen to our side of the story even if he plans to do something. He is 
open to changing these plans under the right conditions. 
 
The prayerful attitude 
Do you struggle with the fear that prayer is so accomplished that it 
prevents you from pouring your heart out to God? If you have a better 
understanding of what is going on, you will stop blaming yourself for 
thoughts that originated with Satan, and you will learn to use spiritual 
weapons to resist those attacks. 
 
Praying is not so easy 
The devil has a well-developed strategy to keep you away from praying, 
with an invisible spray can marked “fear” and uses it to pollute the 
atmosphere every time a Christian takes an important step forward. The 
Bible tell us that Gideon feared for the battle, Abraham trembled to throw 
the knife on his son, David’s knees were shaking when he faced Goliath. 
Daniel prayed against the new law with fear. But they were all able to 
conquer the war with God’s strength. So, fear does not disqualify us from 
praying and serving God, as long as we don’t give up. 
 
Prayer bring us into a new realm 
Prayer brings us into realm of the supernatural – into the unknown 
territory of things we can never completely understand. At all fearful 
situations, you need to realize that, Satan is the source of fear and take 
authority over it, in Jesus name. Don’t let any spiritual panic attacks keep 
you from praying. The Bible says (Revelation 12:10), that the devil 
accuses Christians day and night just to torture us with self-
condemnation – our Almighty God has commanded us to appear before 
His throne of Grace without any hesitation.  
 
There are so many distractions 
Why is that, when you close your eyes to pray, you suddenly remember 
that it is your mother’s birthday and you have not brought a gift for her. 
You need to be aware that distraction is Satan’s way of sabotaging 
prayer. But “we should always pray and not give up” (Luke 18:1). These 
two things will help us stay on course: 
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• Keep your eyes on God who asks you to pray and promises to 
respond. 

• Remember that prayer is entering another dimension - a realm 
where things don’t always work the way they do on earth. 

My inspiration on reading this book is overflowing and I am eager to let 
others know the value of prayer and God’s faithfulness in answering our 
prayers. I shall write more about this book in the coming months also.  
 

Condensed by Gnanaoli David  
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BIBLE QUIZ FOR ALL 
 
All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness. - II Timothy 3:16 
 
God honours and promises to bless all those who 
respect, love and meditate on His precious Word. It is 
the most valuable possession we own because it is our Father's love 
letter to us. Everything else will pass away, 'but the Word of God stands 
forever'. - Isaiah 40:8. 

The quiz is open to participants of all ages.  
Answers should be given by the 27th of the month.  Late entries will not 
be considered.  
Answers should be mailed to sheebs@hotmail.com or given to Mrs. 
Sheeba Roshan in person. 
Names of participants with score will be mentioned in the next issue.  
Winners will be awarded at the end of the year. 
 
QUIZ 9 
Portion: Acts chapters 1 - 16 

1. How is the man who Philip met, described?  
2. Who murmured about neglecting widows?  
3. In which city were the disciples first called Christians?  
4. What is the meaning of the term, ‘remission’?  
5. What was Barnabas’ other name?  
6. What child was born and was ‘well pleasing’ to God?  
7. Who returned to Jerusalem when Paul and his company went to 

Perga?  
8. What was the nineth hour also called?  
9. Which prophet was first quoted in the first sermon on Pentecost?  
10. Who was prophesied concerning Judas long before? 

Answers to Quiz 8: 

1.The vine and the branches illustration (John 15:1-17) 
2. Malchus (John 18:10) 
3. Keep His commandments (John 14:15) 
4. If they love one another (John 13:35) 
5. Thomas (John 20:28) 
6. For God’s glory so that God’s Son may be glorified through it. (John 
11:4) 
7. The Greeks told Philip that they wanted to see Jesus. (John 12:21) 
8. Judas betrayed Jesus (John 18:2-12). He was a thief; as keeper of the 
money bag he used to help himself to what was put into it. (John 12:6) 

mailto:sheebs@hotmail.com
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9. Caiaphas (John 11:49,50, 18:14) 
10. Jews who are ceremonially clean (John 18:28). 

Points tally after Quiz 8:   

  

 
    Aug 2020  Aggregate 

1 Adelene Mercy Roshan  10        80 

2 Daniel Inbaraj  10 80 

3 Deepathavana Ranjan 10 80 

4 Esther Jayanthi Surya 10 80 

5 Felicia William 10 80 

6 Hannah Cheryl Daniel 10 80 

7 Jaden Johnsson Dhyriam 10 79 

8 Jadon Titus Muller 10 80 

9 Jason Travis Daniel  10 80 

10 Jeremy Roopsingh - 30 

11 Jeyasri David 10 80 

12 Joann Ignatius - 10 

13 Jonathan Ethan Dhyriam 10 79 

14 Jonathan Roopsingh - 30 

15 Joshua Emmanuel 10 80 

16 Keturah Manoharan 10 80 

17 Kezia Regan  10 30 

18 Latha Chittaranjan - 60 

19 Mahilini Santhosh 10 80 

20 Manya Malhotra 10 80 

21 Natalia Regan  10 30 

22 Nirmala Naveendhar 10 70 

23 Ranjini Inbaraj 10 80 

24 Rohan Abraham Stanley  10 80 

25 Santosh Dhyriam 10 79 

26 Sharon Angelene - 10 

27 Shekinah Tanya Dhyriam 10 79 
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28 Shilpa Malhotra 10 80 

29 Shreya Dhyriam 10 79 

30 Sushma Anna Mathew - 60 

31 Tasha Grace  10 80 

32 Zoey Emmanuel 10 80 
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Why EānMé? 
‘EānMé’ – literally meaning “unless” in Greek – has its roots in St. 
Thomas the Apostle’s words of doubt. It is based on his famous words to 
the Risen Lord in St. John 20:25: “…Unless I see in His hands the print 
of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and put my hand 
into His side, I will not believe.” 

‘Unless’ or ‘except’ in the King James Version is translated from the 
Greek word ‘EānMé’ εανμε (eh-an’ may) meaning: before, but, except, 
not or unless.  

We welcome your original contributions to the 
EānMé in the form of articles (word limit: 840), 
poems, Protestant church pictures for the cover, or 
information relevant to the season. Please send 
your entries by hard/soft copy to reach the STEC 
church office stthomasenglishchur@bsnl.in or 
stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com by the 20th of 
every month. 

You can read the current issue of EānMé online at 
http://www.santhomeenglishchurch.org/. A few earlier issues have been 
archived on `CSI St. Thomas English Church’ facebook page. 

Contributions are also invited for the Sunday bulletin. If you have any 
interesting information to share in the form of anecdotes, short stories 
etc. (around 100 words) relevant to the Sunday theme, please mail it to 
Kavita Edward: sandeekov@gmail.com  
 
 
We are on Social Media! 
‘Like’ our Church page on Facebook to stay updated 
https://www.facebook.com/StThomasEnglishChurch 
 
Join our Church group on Facebook to connect with 
each other and share / view pictures of church events 
https://www.facebook.com/CSI St. Thomas English Church, Santhome 
 
‘Follow’ @CSI_STEC on Twitter 
 
`Follow’ @csi_stec on Instagram 
 

Travelling on work or vacation?  
Don’t forget to click a picture! 
If you happen to visit or see a beautiful, historic Protestant 
church that you think should be on our EānMé cover, please 
click a hi-res picture and e-mail it, along with a short note 
about the Church, to stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com 

mailto:sandeekov@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/StThomasEnglishChurch
https://www.facebook.com/
mailto:stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com


39 

 

 

If you would like to join, participate in or use your time and effort for the 
Ministries, Fellowships and activities of the Church, please get in touch 
with the following people: 
 
Morning Sunday School – Mrs. Grace Rathnam  
Blossoms for Christ (Evening Sunday School) – Mrs. Sheeba Roshan 
Prayer Fellowship – Mr. Daniel Inbaraj 
Adult Fellowship – Mr. Ajit Stanley Moses 
Choir – Mrs. Anila Manoharan 
Women’s Fellowship – Mrs. Vasanthi Premkumar  
Men’s Fellowship – Mr. Milton Sigamoney 
Rapha (Hospital Ministry) – Mrs. Ranjini Inbaraj  
Church Library – Mrs. Shailaja Henry  
Eco (Garden) – Mrs. Premalatha Samuel 
Evangelism – Mrs. Nirmala Stephen  
EānMé, Website Content, Facebook, Twitter & Instagram moderation – 
Mrs. Fabiola Jacob 
Weekly Bulletin (Pew Sheets) – Mrs. Kavita Edward 
Education Ministry (School) – Mrs. Gemina Martin 
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 FELLOWSHIP PROGRAMMES 
 

Sunday School  : 
English:  Sunday – 8:00 am 

Tamil:  Sunday - 4 pm 

Women’s Fellowship : I and III Saturday - 5:00 pm 

Men’s Fellowship : II and IV Saturday - 6:30 pm 

Adults’ Fellowship  : Sunday - 5:00 pm 

Hospital visit  : II Sunday - 10:15 am 

Prayer Fellowship : I and III Sunday – 7:15 pm 

 

 

 

 

PASTORATE  

COMMITTEE 

MEMBERS 

 

Mr. Ajit Stanley Moses 

Mr. S.P. Paul 

Mr. A. Arun Jacob 

Dr. Vijit Koshy Cherian 

Mrs. Saroja Bai J. 

Mrs. Susanna Premalatha Samuel 

Mrs. Sheeba Roshan 

Mr. Jewel Solomon Devanand 

 

 

 

 

   

  

 

The Rt. Rev. Dr. J. George Stephen 
Bishop in Madras 

 

Rev. J. Paul Sudhakar 
Presbyter-in-charge 

 
Mr. Milton Sigamoney 
Mr. Ajit Stanley Moses 

Lay Readers 

             Mr. Stephen Michael A. 
             Secretary 

Mr. Benjamin Hastings 
Treasurer 
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WORSHIP SERVICES – PLAN FOR SEPTEMBER 2020 

Date and 
Time 

Day Services and Preacher Theme Stewards for Bible 
Reading and Offertory 

6.9.2020 
8:00 am 

 
Education 

Sunday 
 

The Thirteenth 
Sunday after 

Trinity 

(XIV after 
Pentecost) 

 
Service on Zoom call: 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul Sudhakar 
 

 
 

Teachers – 
agents of 
liberation 

 

Proverbs 8: 1 – 12 
Psalm 119: 97 – 104 

Acts 8: 26 – 38 
St. Mark 6: 34 – 44 

 
Mr. & Mrs. Roshan 
Soundarapandian 

13.9.2020 
8:00 am 

 
 
 

The 
Fourteenth 

Sunday after 
Trinity 

(XV after 
Pentecost) 

 
Service on Zoom call: 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul Sudhakar 
 
 

 
Sacrament of 

the Holy 
Eucharist 

Genesis 14: 17 – 24  
Psalm 104: 14 – 30  

I Cor 10: 15 – 17  
Mark 14: 12 – 36  

 
Dr. & Dr. Mrs. Isaac 

Jebaraj 

20.9.2020 
8:00 am 

 
 

The Fifteenth 
Sunday after 

Trinity  

(XVI after 
Pentecost) 

 
Service on Zoom call: 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul Sudhakar 
 

 
 

Peace and 
conflict 

resolution 

Genesis 13: 2 – 12 
Psalm 16 

Acts 6: 1 – 6 
St. Matthew 20: 1 – 16 

 
Mr. & Mrs. Angel Ponniah  
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27.9.2020 
8:00 am 

 
 

Senior 
Citizens’ 
Sunday 

 
 

The Sixteenth 
Sunday after 

Trinity  

(XVII after 
Pentecost) 

 

 
Service on Zoom call: 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul Sudhakar 
 

 
Fruitfulness of 

the elderly 

Genesis 17: 1 – 8 
Psalm 92 

Philemon 8 – 22 
St. Matthew 7: 13 – 20  

 
Mr. & Mrs. Benjamin 

Hastings 


