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Dearly beloved, 
 
Greetings to you all in the name of the crucified and 
risen Lord.  I count it to be a blessing and an 
opportunity to serve at St. Thomas English Church, 
formerly ‘St. Thomas by the sea’. I am aware that I 
am here to serve in a parish with a long-cherished 
tradition and history.  
 

The Church of South India is an amalgamation of many missionary 
traditions. The last to join the church union movement was the Anglican 
tradition. Today we have churches and institutions which are even 300 
years old. But thanks be to God, this is a growing church and the growth 
in the number of believing Christians, congregations and Dioceses are all 
evidences to this fact.  
 
The month of June is generally earmarked for youth and their concerns. 
All over the diocese of Madras, we have seen young people observing 
Youth Sunday worship services, retreats, carnivals, competitions and 
celebrations. This year, this has been hindered due to COVID-19 and its 
fallout.  
 
Our church is young, as it provides adequate space for younger 
generations to be part of the church and her administration. The 
Constitution of the Church of South India, our Diocese and our 
Pastorates have close to 1/4th of its constituency reserved for the youth. 
This is done so that the young should understand that the church 
belongs to them, and any and every decision should matter to them also. 
The youth are the torch bearers and the ones who carry the baton in our 
journey and race.  
 
This is also Biblical, as Paul in 1 Tim 4: 12, writes, ‘Let no one despise 
you for your youth, but set the believers an example in speech, in 
conduct, in love, in faith, in purity.’  The presence of young people in the 
church has come of history, the fact of being despised just because of 
age is one of reality. It isn’t easy in any organization of order to have a 
young person to come into and take the lead. This encouragement and 
confidence is not only in the young Timothy, but Paul through him 
admonishes the church, more particularly the elder members.  
 
On the other hand, Paul lays down the importance of setting an example 
in the way the youth would relate to, by words particularly in maintaining 
courtesy (speech); the way we carry our ourselves in public, the habits 
and manners (conduct); in not being selfish and materialistic, but being 
humane (love); in the understanding of God, self, and church, her 
mission and ministries (faith) and in the relationships with friends and 
peers (purity).  
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Friends, today let us all resolve to have concern for our children and 
youth, as we worship and celebrate God’s love and mercy. May God 
bless you all. 
 
Yours in His joyful service,  
Rev. J. Paul Sudhakar 
Presbyter-in-charge and Chairman 
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IN HIS TIME 
 

Around this time last year, I was engaged with a 
high-profile upcoming liberal arts and sciences 
university as a consultant in their communications 

wing. I did well (I was told) and everything was going great, until a year 
later when they decided they wouldn’t renew their contract with me – due 
to some internal power play.  
 
And so, when the COVID-19 lockdown began, I was one of the millions 
in India who suddenly found themselves unemployed. My initial reaction 
was disappointment and despair. But what looked like failure in the eyes 
of the world, turned out to be a blessing in disguise. My mother – Prema 
Samuel – who had a debilitating neurological disorder, gradually began 
losing her ability to walk or use her hands. But thanks to the lockdown, I 
was able to be around and attend to her needs – as much as I could. 
Lack of professional commitments ensured that I spent a lot more time 
with her than I usually did. 
 
God’s timing is always perfect – if only we would trust and allow Him to 
take control. Yes, it’s painful as I miss hearing my mother’s voice and 
having her around – she passed away on 3 June 2020. But looking back 
at her blessed life, I can proudly say that she led a victorious life, as we 
find in II Timothy 4: 7 & 8. A fighter till the end, my mother battled against 
a host of physical and mental health issues and emerged victorious. A 
two-time breast cancer survivor, “I can do all things through Christ who 
strengthens me – Philippians 4:13” was her favourite Bible verse, that 
saw her through a 34-year-long career as a Librarian at the College of 
Engineering, Guindy – Anna University. She even started a library in our 
Church vestry in the 1980s, and managed it diligently too! 
 
One of the things that very few people know about my mother, was the 
fact that she was a silent prayer warrior. She had a long list of 62 prayer 
points by her bedside, which featured the needs of many people she had 
met – most of whom did not have a clue that she was praying for them! 
And her joy knew no bounds when the prayers were answered and she 
delighted in sharing it with them. It is this quality that sustained her 
through the many trials that life put her through. I would say that she was 
immensely blessed with 42 years of happy married life with my father, 
and I had the privilege of her company in her evening years. My aunt 
Christleda Ponniah was a loving sister and soulmate to her, and her 
entire family surrounded her with love and care. 
 
Today, even as I fondly remember and deeply miss my mother, I draw 
strength from one of her favourite songs that she used to sing so often:  
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“I don't know about tomorrow, I just live from day to day 
I don't borrow from its sunshine, For its skies may turn to grey 
I don't worry o'er the future, For I know what Jesus said 
And today I'll walk beside Him, For He knows what lies ahead. 
Many things about tomorrow, I don't seem to understand 
But I know Who holds tomorrow, And I know He holds my hand” 

 
Fabiola Jacob 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

WRITE TO US! 
Do you have a comment on the articles, a fresh 
new idea or feedback about the EanMe that 
you would like to share with other readers? Mail 
it to stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com with 
‘EanMe MailBox’ in the subject. The best letters 
will be published in the next issue of the 
EanMe. 

 

PRAYER TIME: 
Do you have a prayer point that you would like to share with our Church 
prayer group? Please mail it to stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com or 
drop it in the box at the main door of our Church after the lockdown ends, 
so that it can be included in the prayer list.  
Our Church prayer group meets every first and third Sunday at 6pm, 
thro’ Zoom video call, to pray for general and specific needs. You are 
welcome to join. 

mailto:stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com
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Featured on our cover this month, is the landmark CSI 
Home Church in Neyyoor, Kanyakumari district, Tamil 
Nadu, photographed by George Shanthakumar. 
 
About the Church 
Also called the ‘Neyyoor CSI Dartmouth Church’ – this is 

one of the largest and oldest churches in Asia, with a rich history of more 
than 190 years.  A prominent place of worship in the State of 
Travancore, the CSI Home Church, Neyyoor was built in the year 1828 
under the supervision of Rev. William Tobias Ringeltaube, a Prussian 
missionary who came to Nagercoil, and Rev. Charles Mead.  
 
Neyyoor was a Christian missionary centre under the London Missionary 
Society and it served as the Head Office for the west division of the then 
South Travancore mission field in the early 1800s.  
 
Built in an imposing Greek Style, the magnificent Church is 140 feet long 
and 70 feet wide and can accommodate more than 2,500 people at a 
time.  Home Church was rebuilt 10 years ago and currently has a 
membership of over 1,700 families. Two Tamil services are held every 
Sunday, in addition to an English service on every third Sunday. The 
Neyyoor Church choir has over 80 members and is one of the oldest and 
most popular choirs in South Tamil Nadu. 
 
About Neyyoor 
Located 18 kilometres away from Nagercoil, this small town has more 
than 71% Christians (2011 census data) and many institutions 
administered by the Church of South India namely the LMS Girls Higher 
Secondary School (started as a girls’ boarding school in 1828), Hacker 
School for Boys, McElroy Matric School, CSI Mission Hospital 
(established in 1838), CSI Nursing College and International Cancer 
Centre established in 1963. 
 
Neyyoor is still a peaceful, friendly town.  Though most descendants 
have now moved away and settled in various cities around the world, 
many come back here during Christmas vacation to meet their friends 
and relatives – and they keep in touch through various groups on social 
media.   
 
Christmas is a grand occasion here as the whole town including the 
church is decorated and illuminated with colourful lights, Christmas trees 
etc.  Fireworks and the sound of music can be heard everywhere 
throughout the night.  People from the surrounding villages visit Neyyoor 
town during Christmas, just to enjoy this beautiful and memorable 
atmosphere. 

George Shanthakumar
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REV. J. PAUL SUDHAKAR 
 
Rev. J. Paul Sudhakar received the 
call to serve God and was selected for 
ministry in the Diocese of Madras in 
the year 1988. He had his 
undergraduate theological education 

at the United Theological College, Bangalore and Post-graduation in the 
New Testament, from the Gurukul Theological College. 
 
Born in Chennai, Rev. J. Paul Sudhakar grew up in Perambur. He had 
his schooling at the Don Bosco Higher Secondary School, Sembium. He 
graduated from the Loyola College, Madras, in Sociology and has a 
Post-graduate degree in Public Administration and Social Work. 
 
He has served in various pastorates in the Diocese of Madras - at 
Chidambaram, Ennore, Marakkanam, Pondicherry, Cuddalore, 
Palavakkam (HOP), Chromepet, Ambattur, Mugalivakkam, 
Washermanpet and Saint Thomas Mount. He loves music, singing and 
Bible teaching. 
 
Rev. J. Paul Sudhakar is married to Mrs. Emily Getsie Susannah, 
M.Com., M.Ed., M.Phil., a Post-Graduate teacher at St. Paul’s Higher 
Secondary School, Vepery. They are blessed with a son and daughter: 
Aroop Samuel Paul, now in final year of B.E (EEE) at LICET Loyola, 
Chennai and Anuroopa Sharon Paul, who has just completed her higher 
secondary education. Together they request our prayers for help and 
guidance to serve God, His Church and His ministries. 
 
A warm welcome to our new Pastor Rev. J. Paul Sudhakar and his 
family! We look forward to serving the Lord together with them!   
 
 

Quotes by Ravi Zacharias: 
 
“There is no greater discovery than 
seeing God as the author of your 
destiny.” 
 
“I think the reason we sometimes have the false sense that God is so far 
away is because that is where we have put Him. We have kept Him at a 
distance, and then when we are in need and call on Him in prayer, we 
wonder where He is. He is exactly where we left Him.” 



 

  



 

  

ANSWER TO PRAYER – PART II 
 

After praying we often nullify our prayer 
request in many ways, 
If we pray for rain, later we say, “where is it 
going to rain anyway?” 
We must believe that, surely what we prayed for will be given, 
We must exercise our faith at this crucial time, for all doubt to be driven 
 
Jesus told about a Pharisee and a publican who went to the temple to 
pray together, 
The Pharisee compared himself with the publican and said that his 
behaviour is better; 
The publican, to look up to heaven felt humble,  
The Lord heard the publican’s prayer which was only a mumble. 
 
We must not only pray for our family members, but also for others, 
Jesus said that He will be in their midst when in His name two or three 
are gathered; 
Hold family prayers early for sleepy children’s sake, 
Discussion of the day’s news during family prayers should not take 
place. 
 
Like Mary we must learn to sit at the feet of Jesus and be silent, 
Martha forced Mary to leave the presence of Jesus, but she did not 
relent; 
An unbelieving family member may be the one to prayer ‘mock’, 
Bind Satan’s presence at your prayer time which will give him a ‘shock’. 
 
Many fail to read the Bible, ashamed or lazy, 
Others do not carry a Bible to Church, when their cellphones replace the 
Bible they feel easy; 
Remember during the time of Antichrist, there will be no Bibles found, 
They will all be for burning dumped! 

 
Prema Jayasundar 
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VIRTUAL VBS 2020 – A REPORT 
 

click here to view video 
 

Come, my children, listen to Me; I will teach 
you the fear of the Lord. Psalm 34:11 
 
The Bible calls children a precious gift and a 
blessing and they truly are! Children are filled 
with joy, love, innocence and laughter - 

everything that adults forget to enjoy as they grow older. 
 
As parents, godparents and the Church family, we are invested with the 
responsibility to cherish these gifts in our kids and nurture their faith as 
they become adults themselves. It is God's will that we should recognize 
why children are so significant in the kingdom of God. Drawing parenting 
wisdom from the Word of God, we ought to direct our children in the right 
path and teach them to lead witnessing lives. 
 
In order to pursue this divine calling, a rare and novel opportunity was 
proposed by the Office bearers and the PC members of our church and I 
was only too happy to co-ordinate this awesome experience. 
 
The theme for the virtual VBS was `Bootcamp’ and the SU team under 
the lively leadership of Sam has a well-constructed gospel curriculum 
based on the `Armour of God’ from Ephesians 6:11, with equally vibrant 
songs, interactive games, amazing craft activity and other required 
paraphernalia sketched out for each day. 
 
The six-day VBS, spanning from the 18th to the 23rd of May started at 
9.30 every morning and the effervescent general session finished around 
11am. After a short refreshing break, age-appropriate classes were 
organized between 11.15 and 12 noon.  
 
The Word of God never ceases to attract children in whatever form it is 
offered to them. A character-costume charade was conducted and love 
feast was shared in a unique and different style. 
 
It was merely the grace of God that we managed to function without any 
technical hitches. On the night of the 17th of May, the Zoom server 
crashed and no one was able to login. There was a lingering fear of not 
being able to host the VBS the next morning. However, with the fervent 
prayers of many well-wishers and the perseverance of the SU team, the 
problem was rectified and we commenced the VBS session as 
scheduled. 
 

https://vimeo.com/422092781
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Around 75 students registered and participated enthusiastically. By 
God's grace, we were able to cater to the children of our Parish, St. 
Thomas Tamil Church, St. Luke's Church, C.S.I. House of Prayer and 
other neighbouring Churches. It was indeed exciting to have with us 
children from Coimbatore, Bangalore, Pune, Kerala, Dubai, Australia and 
the United States of America. We even had a minor representation from 
other faiths. 
 
My heartfelt gratitude to the SU team for their meticulous planning and 
adept execution of the VBS syllabus. I would like to record my 
appreciation for the parents who facilitated the programme for their 
children and extended their whole-hearted co-operation and support to 
the organizers. Special thanks to my children Adelene Mercy and 
Andrew Melvin for brilliantly managing the technicalities, registrations 
and advertisements. It was also a pleasure and delight to have with us 
Nitin Thilagan, Aria Manoharan and Kevin Muller as volunteers. I must 
mention the commendable effort of Mr. Suresh Balasundar in recording 
the final day programme of the virtual VBS. My sincere thanks to the 
Pastor, office bearers, and PC members for their constant monitoring 
and encouragement as this was a novice attempt. 
 
What a blessing in disguise in such uncertain times! What a great God 
we serve, the only One who can turn our mourning into dancing and here 
we stand as witnesses of His great goodness! 
 
All glory be to God! 

Sheeba Roshan 
VBS Co-ordinator 

 

Quotes by Ravi Zacharias: 
 
“Love is a commitment that will be 
tested in the most vulnerable areas of 
spirituality, a commitment that will force 
you to make some very difficult choices. It is a commitment that 
demands that you deal with your lust, your greed, your pride, your power, 
your desire to control, your temper, your patience, and every area of 
temptation that the Bible clearly talks about. It demands the quality of 
commitment that Jesus demonstrates in His relationship to us.” 
 
Pleasure without God, without the sacred boundaries, will actually leave 
you emptier than before. And this is Biblical truth, this is experiential 
truth. The loneliest people in the world are amongst the wealthiest and 
most famous who found no boundaries within which to live. That is a fact 
I've seen again and again. 
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LET’S THANK THE PRICELESS CORONAVIRUS! 
  
• A political leader told his followers that he was wearing 
the same mask for a week without washing.  Startled they 
asked him “Won’t it become dirty?”  He coolly replied, 
“No… Whenever I sneeze, I simply remove the mask!” 

 
• My friend who borrowed money heavily and hence homebound, started 
going out freely during lockdown.  When I asked him the reason, he 
replied smiling, “As I’m wearing mask, no one is able to identify me!” 
 
• My optimist friend advised me “You can’t cross the finish line!”  I was 
aghast and asked, “Why?”  He calmly replied, “Yes, Finland has closed 
its borders.  So you can’t cross Finnish line!” 
 
Jokes apart, let’s look into the benefits of corona.  a) Man transformed 
this beautiful universe into garbage as the industries and transports viz. 
planes and ships polluted both air and water. But corona snatched the 
world away from his clutches. b) Man created animals by means of 
cloning and challenged the Creator Himself.  He thought he was in 
control of the world.  And God showed him his place.  The European 
countries which brought almost the entire world under their feet in the 
last few centuries could not rule over corona. America, the richest 
country and the supplier of military weapons, which can possibly destroy 
the world, could not combat with this tiniest virus. c) No outside food.  So 
we cook and eat healthy food.  No accident.  No crime.  Not much death 
due to clean air.  No tension.  More time to spend with kids and aged 
parents and exercise our body.   
 
Critics: Bible says that suffering tests our faith and strengthens it.  Did 
God send corona to ‘test’ a child?  Or is it a punishment for our sins?  
No.  God explained “Do you think these people who died in an accident 
are guiltier than others living in Jerusalem?”—Luke 13:4.  Moreover, 
believers are confused as to whether God is either not all-powerful or not 
all-loving by not destroying Corona. 
 
My view: Still God is in control and He has allowed corona for our 
spiritual growth.  We now spend more time with Jesus and so, our faith 
and patience have grown immensely.  People help the needy and 
doctors/nurses take huge risk in treating the patients.  Similarly, we try to 
emulate the love of Jesus through our prayers and actions towards 
others.  We also enjoy the heavenly peace by believing in His promises 
(James 1:2).  These qualities would ultimately take us to eternity!  
“After you suffered a little while, God who has called you to eternal glory, 
will make you strong, firm and steadfast!”—I Peter 5:10 & 2 Cor. 4:17 
 

Ventriloquist Shanthakumar



15 

 

GEMS FROM THE BIBLE 
 
Put them in your heart-bank – 
memorize and use them! 

• Think about the loving kindness 
of the Lord. – Psalm 107: 43 

• Humility and reverence for the Lord will make you both wise and 
honoured. – Proverbs 15: 33 

• Patience is better than pride. – Ecclesiastes 7:8 

• The Lord is my strength and song; He is my salvation. – Isaiah 12:2 

• Be happy; grow in Christ. – II Corinthians 13:11    

Premella Soundarapandian 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Viral jokes on Coronavirus! 
These jokes are so viral that they spread faster than the virus! 
 

• The public telephone was not working despite repeated complaints to 
the telephone company.  Finally, the smart lady conveyed over 
mobile, “Please attend to it immediately.  Or else, I’ll come with 
coronavirus to your office!” 

• In a country well-known for terrorism, a terrorist blew up his own 
house because the government issued a work from home advisory to 
its citizens! 

Ventriloquist Shanthakumar 
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‘HIDE THEM IN YOUR HEART' - A SCRIPTURE CHALLENGE! 
 
click here to view video - Jadon Muller 
 
Can you memorize Psalm 119: 41 - 48 before 28 June 2020? 
 
If this offer appeals to you, please approach 
Roshan Soundarapandian (Mobile No: 98403 
88365) - a surprise awaits you! 
The winners will be announced in next month's 
EanMe!  
Of course, prizes would follow! 
Anyone can rise to the opportunity - no age limit 
– all the best!  
 
Why the Scripture Challenge? 
There is no other single discipline in Christian life that is more rewarding 
than memorizing Scripture. Our prayer life will be strengthened. Our 
witnessing will be sharper and effective. Our attitude and perspective will 
begin to change. Our mind will become alert, observant and confident, 
enhancing our faith in ourselves and in God. 
 
We need to hide God's Word in our hearts so that we don't sin against 
Him. Carrying Scripture in our hands and also in our hearts is a way to 
cherish God's Word, creating an amazing opportunity to meditate on the 
truth and hastening the process of transforming us into Christ-likeness. 
When we fill our minds with the Word of God, we build a barrier between 
us and the enemy. The more verses you memorize, the barricade 

becomes higher and stronger. 
 
The Word of God brings us wisdom, strength and 
hope. It gives assurance, solace, power and 
authority. Above all we will enjoy peace of mind. So 
come, let's indulge in this overwhelming experience! 

 
Winners:  

Name 
  

Jan 
2020 

Feb 
2020 

Mar 
2020 

Apr 2020 May 2020 

Psalm 
119:1-8 

Psalm 
119:9-

16 

Psalm 
119:17-

24 

Psalm 
119: 25-

32 

Psalm 
119:33-40 

Anahera Phoebe David     

Ezekiel David     

Felicia William     

Hannah Cheryl Daniel     

https://vimeo.com/425503254
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Iris Manoharan     

Jaden Johnsson Dhyriam     

Jadon Titus Muller     

Jason Travis Daniel     

Jemima Thilagan     

Jonathan Ethan Dhyriam     

Joshua Emmanuel     

Keturah Manoharan     

Kezia Regan     

Latha Chittaranjan     

Manya Lily Malhotra     

Mercy Roshan     

Natalia Regan     

Pamela Bridget Wilson     

Priya Muller     

Ranjini Inbaraj     

Rohan Abraham Stanley     

Santhosh Dhyriam     

Shekinah Tanya Dhyriam     

Shreya Dhyriam     

Sushma Anna Mathew     

Zoey Emmanuel     

 
Quotes by Ravi Zacharias: 

“I am absolutely convinced that 
meaninglessness does not come from 
being weary of pain; meaninglessness 
comes from being weary of pleasure. 
And that is why we find ourselves emptied of meaning with our pantries 
still full.” 
 
Outside of the cross of Jesus Christ, there is no hope in this world. That 
cross and resurrection at the core of the Gospel is the only hope for 
humanity. Wherever you go, ask God for wisdom on how to get that 
Gospel in, even in the toughest situations of life. 
 
Many Christians have so busied themselves with programs and activities 
that they no longer know how to be silent and meditate on God's Word or 
recognize the mysteries that are in the Person of Christ. 
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A TRIBUTE TO PREMA SAMUEL  
 

“The Lord is close to the broken hearted and saves 
those who are crushed in spirit.” – Psalm 34:18 
 
Prema has been a good friend and neighbour for 
several years, especially when she resettled in 
Mandaveli with her daughter Fabiola, son-in-law Arun Jacob and 
granddaughter Natasha - after the passing away of her husband Late M. 
Samuel Chandrakumar. 
 
Her sweet smile, cheerful countenance and pleasant disposition was 
always admired by all those around her. Neatly clad in brightly coloured 
sarees, she looked elegant at all times. She was simple, humble and 
observant by nature. She was God-fearing and a very pious person, with 
strong deep-rooted faith. 
 
I had the privilege of attending BSF (Bible Study Fellowship) with her for 
a short while, but what I enjoyed more was spending time with her in the 
STEC Women's Fellowship meetings. She exhibited in-depth knowledge 
of the Bible and was very quick-witted and could connect names and 
incidents from the Scriptures with accuracy, instantly. She actively 
participated in all the activities of the Women's Fellowship and never 
failed to contribute tasty banana cakes whenever we set up a fundraiser. 
She loved to share her thoughts with others and patiently drafted sincere 
prayer points for every occasion. 
 
She taught us her favourite Tamil carol, “Minnidum pon oli vaannil 
thondrida…” with great zeal. She was a very resourceful librarian and 
diligently served in maintaining the Church library for many years. She 
was reliable and trustworthy with any task assigned to her. She lavished 
a lot of love on her family and they were always her first priority. She was 
very affectionate and spent a lot of time with her sister Christleda, niece 
Anila and grandnieces Aria and Keturah as well. Personally, to me, she 
was a dear, loyal friend, always compassionate and generous. 
 
She was faithful to our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, through happy 
times and through times of trouble and pain. And the Lord was faithful to 
her and has delivered her from her earthly trials and has taken her up 
into glory. 
 
The Women's Fellowship will miss you dear Prema, but with the 
assurance that we will meet on the other shore, we bid you farewell now. 
Goodbye! 

Vasanthi Premkumar 
Secretary- Women’s Fellowship 
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MY GRANDMOTHER – A TRIBUTE 
 
This month, I lost my grandmother who I fondly refer to as “Pama”. My 
Pama taught me many lessons in life – big and small. When I was 
young, she taught me Tamil, she taught me how to play ‘Chinese 
checkers’, she taught me how to stitch and she also taught me that any 
battle can be won through prayer.  
 
My Pama was a real prayer warrior. She had a huge list of people’s 
names and she would earnestly pray for each and every person on that 
list – and some of them, she barely knew! Every now and then when 
those prayers were answered, she would be so happy hearing about it.  
So many times in my life, I get distracted while praying, I forget a few 
prayer points and I sometimes even forget to thank God for His unfailing 
love and protection every day. But seeing how prayer can change 
people’s lives, how powerful prayer is and realizing how every prayer 
counts, gives me the strength to consciously make an effort to not just 
pray for myself and my family but for many others as well.  
 
My Pama was also a warrior when it came to her health – and when I 
think of what she has been through, it amazes me how she even 
managed to live with it. Life definitely threw a lot of unpleasant things at 
her and she fought back like a true warrior.  
 
Despite her ailments, she was a gem of a person and an amazing 
grandmother to me. She always made sure she knew which exam I was 
writing, if I came back home by bus/train, and if I finished eating my food 
fully etc. Even though she was facing many challenges herself, she 
always made sure to check up on us as well. She was actively involved 
in the women’s fellowship at church and loved making banana cake for 
any sale that would happen at church.  
 
I am truly grateful for all the memories that we share and for her 
unconditional love, support and encouragement towards me. It’s been a 
huge loss for our family but I’m sure God will fill that void and comfort us.  
 
I thank God for her life, her genuine faith and for giving me the privilege 
of calling her ‘Pama’. She’s been a blessing to me and to so many others 
as well and I am sure she’s enjoying her time in heaven. I love you, 
Pama. 
 

Natasha Jacob



 

  



 

  

DR. THEODORE HOWARD SOMERVELL -
A MULTI-FACETED MEDICAL 

MISSIONARY 
 
Dr. Theodore Howard Somervell was born on 16 

April 1890, at Kendel, Westmoreland, England. During his undergraduate 
studies in Cambridge, he developed a deep commitment to Christian 
faith, which became his guiding principle in life. 
 
Dr. Somervell did his undergraduate medical (M.B.,B.Ch) studies and 
postgraduate surgical training at the University College Hospital, London. 
His surgical training had many interruptions due to World War I, when he 
was called to serve in the Royal Army Medical Corps between 1915 and 
1918. He eventually graduated as a surgeon with FRCS (England) in 
1921. 
 
Indian experience 
Dr. Somervell had several hobbies - mountaineering, music, drawing and 
painting - and he excelled in them all. It was his passion for 
mountaineering, however, that brought him to India, as a member of the 
1922 and 1924 British Everest Expeditions. 
 
On completing the first expedition, he set out to see as much as possible 
of the architecture and customs of India. His final destination of travel 
was Neyoor, in present-day Kanniyakumari District of Tamil Nadu, where 
he visited a hospital founded in 1838 by the London Missionary Society 
(LMS). This visit gave him an opportunity to witness the immense misery 
and suffering of the people there, due to inadequate medical facilities. 
 
Dr. Somervell perceived the experience as divine prompting for him to 
return to India. Hence, on returning to England, he wound up his 
lucrative practice there and returned to Neyoor in 1923. He could, 
however, assume full responsibilities at the hospital, only on completion 
of the British Everest Expedition of 1924, due to an earlier commitment 
he had made. In this expedition, Dr. Somervell and his team reached the 
altitude of 8570 meters without oxygen support, a record which was not 
broken till 1952! 
 
Medical Mission 
Dr. Somervell returned to Neyoor in September 1924 and his wife 
Margaret joined him the following year. From 1926 onwards, in addition 
to surgery, he shouldered administrative responsibilities as the Medical 
Superintendent of the hospital. At that time, the Neyoor Hospital, with its 
network of branch hospitals, was considered one of the largest 
missionary hospitals in the world! 
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Dr. Somervell developed various innovative methods of attracting 
patients to the hospital and dispelling their apprehensions in accepting 
the treatments offered by modern medicine. He had built a viewing 
gallery in the operating theatre of the hospital from where friends and 
relatives of the patients could observe surgery and learn about its 
benefits; this in turn, established a confidence between the surgeon and 
patients. As Dr. Somervell's name and fame spread, many young 
surgeons chose to work with him and he was even chosen to be on the 
panel of postgraduate examiners of the University of Madras. 
 
In 1938, Dr. Somervell was awarded the Kaisar-i-Hind gold medal for his 
outstanding contribution to medical work in India.  
 
Dr. Somervell had to leave Neyoor and return to England in 1945 due to 
family reasons. But he returned to India in 1949 in response to a need at 
the Christian Medical College, Vellore (CMC). He joined the department 
of General Surgery as Associate Professor, and served CMC during the 
most crucial stage of its development as a medical college. 
 
Dr. Somervell was considered the Indian version of Albert Schweitzer. 
His contributions to surgical training at CMC is special and unique. He 
was a compassionate surgeon and keen teacher. Patients and students 
flocked to him, to be treated and trained by him. A general surgeon par 
excellence, he belonged to the school of general surgeons who operated 
from 'head to foot' in its literal sense - neurosurgery to in-growing toe 
nail! 
 
Since his most active surgical career belonged to the era when 
anaesthesia as a speciality was in its infancy, Dr. Somervell was always 
geared to operating at a fast pace. The lesson he taught his surgical 
trainees was to get into the tissue planes and the heart of the procedure 
quickly. 
 
Having lived and served in a backward area of India for a long period, Dr. 
Somervell made surgery available to the poor. In his dealings with 
people, prince or pauper, he was the same. No place was inadequate or 
unsatisfactory for him to interact with or examine patients. He would 
even lie full length on the floor to talk to a patient, who had prostrated 
himself in front of him as an expression of gratitude and respect! 
 
Because of his uniformity of behaviour towards all, as well as his easy 
availability and approachability, Dr. Somervell was considered an 
exemplary surgeon of his time. His period of service in CMC, from 1949 
to 1961, is called the ‘Somervell Surgical Era’ in Vellore. 
 
Dr. Somervell's trainees, the earliest postgraduates of the department of 
General Surgery, fondly remember him as a true friend, philosopher and 
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guide - a teacher whom they all looked up to with great reverence during 
work hours, and a friend with whom they relaxed and shared lighter 
moments during off-duty hours. Dr. Somervell was the Head of Surgery 
Unit II from 1949 to 1959. He was appointed as Officer of the Order of 
the British Empire (OBE) in 1953 and the CMC community rejoiced with 
him. 
 
His many achievements 
On his retirement from CMC, Dr. Somervell returned to England and was 
the President of the Alpine Club, London, for three years, keeping his 
mountaineering interest and expertise active.  
 
A genius of his time, whatever Dr. Somervell did, he did it well as an 
expression of the best in him. He also did it with great humility, as a child 
of God. As a mountaineer, he reached the highest altitude of his time 
and he was one of the 21 recipients of a gold medal awarded at the 
Winter VIII Olympiad, in Chamonix, in 1924. As a musician, he could play 
the violin and piano at concert level. He even transcribed the Tibetan 
songs he had heard during his Everest expeditions and played them in 
India and England. 
 
As an artist, his drawings and paintings are still displayed at The Alpine 
Club and the Royal Geographical Society, London, and the Abbott Hall 
Gallery, Kendal in England. 
 
In all, Dr. Theodore Howard Somervell fit the description of him found in 
the introduction to his autobiography, "a man of science, a man of art, a 
man of warm humanity and above all, a Christian". 
 
Dr. Somervell passed away on 23 January, 1975. During his 85 years in 
this world, he touched many lives who experienced the love of God 
through him. 
 

Excerpted from a Compilation by Dr. S. R. Banerjee Jesudason, 
Professor of Surgery (Retd), CMC Vellore,  

Courtesy: www.cmch-vellore.edu  
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BRIGHT THE VISION  

 
Bright the vision that delighted' is a well-known 
hymn, sung to the tune 'Redhead No. 46' by Richard 
Redhead (1820-1901). The text is by Richard Mant, 
in Ancient Hymns, 1837. The 'seer' referred to in 
verse 1 is Isaiah, and the hymn refers to Isaiah 6, 
where the prophet receives a vision of God. 

 
Mant, Richard D.D., son of Rev. Richard Mant, was born at 
Southampton, Feb. 12, 1776. He was educated at Winchester and 
Trinity, Oxford (B.A. 1797, M.A., 1799). On taking Holy Orders he was 
successively curate to his father, then of one or two other places. He was 
also Bampton Lecturer in 1811. He died Nov. 2, 1848. His prose works 
were numerous, and although now somewhat obsolete, they were useful 
and popular in their day. 
 
Bishop Mant is known chiefly through his translations from the Latin. He 
was one of the later translators, I. Williams and J. Chandler being his 
contemporaries. His metrical version of the Psalms has yielded very few 
pieces to the hymnals, the larger portion of his original compositions 
being from his work of 1837. The most popular of these is "Come Holy 
Ghost, my soul inspire, "Bright the vision that delighted," and "For all Thy 
saints, O Lord." 
 
 
Bright the vision that delighted, once the sight of Judah's seer; 
Sweet the countless tongues united to entrance the prophet's ear. 
 
Round the Lord in glory seated, Cherubim and Seraphim 
Filled His temple, and repeated each to each the alternate hymn: 
 
"Lord, Thy glory fills the heaven; Earth is with its fullness stored; 
Unto Thee be glory given, Holy, holy, holy Lord." 
 
Heaven is still with glory ringing, earth takes up the angels' cry, 
Holy, holy, holy, singing, Lord of hosts, the Lord most high. 
 
With His seraph train before Him, With His holy Church below, 
Thus unite we to adore Him, Bid we thus our anthem flow. 
 
"Lord, Thy glory fills the heaven; Earth is with its fullness stored; 
Unto Thee be glory given, Holy, holy, holy Lord." 
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RAVI ZACHARIAS (1946 – 2020) 
 
When Ravi Zacharias was a cricket-loving 
boy on the streets of India, his mother called 
him in to meet the local sari-seller-turned-
palm reader. “Looking at your future, Ravi Baba, you will not travel far or 
very much in your life,” he declared. “That’s what the lines on your hand 
tell me. There is no future for you abroad.” 
 
By the time a 37-year-old Zacharias preached, at the invitation of Billy 
Graham, to the inaugural International Conference for Itinerant 
Evangelists in Amsterdam in 1983, he was on his way to becoming one 
of the foremost defenders of Christianity’s intellectual credibility. A year 
later, he founded Ravi Zacharias International Ministries (RZIM), with the 
mission of “helping the thinker believe and the believer think.” 
 
In the time between the sari seller’s prediction and the founding of RZIM, 
Zacharias had immigrated to Canada, taken the gospel across North 
America, prayed with military prisoners in Vietnam and ministered to 
students in a Cambodia on the brink of collapse. He had also undertaken 
a global preaching trip as a newly licensed minister with The Christian 
and Missionary Alliance, along with his wife, Margie, and eldest 
daughter, Sarah. This trip started in England, worked eastwards through 
Europe and the Middle East and finished on the Pacific Rim; all-in-all that 
year, Zacharias preached nearly 600 times in over a dozen countries. 
 
It was the culmination of a remarkable transformation set in motion when 
Zacharias, recovering in a Delhi hospital from a suicide attempt at age 
17, was read the words of Jesus recorded in the Bible by the apostle 
John: “Because I live, you will also live.” In response, Zacharias 
surrendered his life to Christ and offered up a prayer that if he emerged 
from the hospital, he would leave no stone unturned in his pursuit of 
truth. Once Zacharias found the truth of the gospel, his passion for 
sharing it burned bright until the very end. Even as he returned home 
from the hospital in Texas, where he had been undergoing 
chemotherapy, Zacharias was sharing the hope of Jesus to the three 
nurses who tucked him into his transport. 
 
Frederick Antony Ravi Kumar Zacharias was born in Madras, now 
Chennai, in 1946, in the shadow of the resting place of the apostle 
Thomas, known to the world as the “Doubter” but to Zacharias as the 
“Great Questioner.” His mother, Isabella, was a teacher. His father, 
Oscar, who was studying labour relations at the University of Nottingham 
in England when Zacharias was born, rose through the ranks of the 
Indian civil service throughout Zacharias’s adolescence. 
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An unremarkable student, Zacharias was more interested in cricket than 
books, until his encounter with the gospel in that hospital bed. 
Nevertheless, a bold, radical faith ran in his genes. In the Indian state of 
Kerala, his paternal great-grandfather and grandfather produced the 20th 
century’s first Malayalam-English dictionary, which served as the 
cornerstone of the first Malayalam translation of the Bible. Further back, 
Zacharias’s great-great-great-grandmother shocked her Nambudiri 
family, the highest caste of the Hindu priesthood, by converting to 
Christianity. With conversion came a new surname, Zacharias, and a 
new path that started her descendants on a road to the Christian faith. 
 
Zacharias saw the Lord’s hand at work in his family’s tapestry and he 
infused RZIM with the same transgenerational and transcultural heart for 
the gospel. He created a ministry that transcended his personality, where 
every speaker, whatever their background, presented the truth in the 
context of the contemporary. Thirty-six years since its establishment, the 
ministry still bears the name chosen for Zacharias’s ancestor. However, 
where once there was a single speaker, now there are nearly 100 gifted 
speakers who on any given night can be found sharing the gospel at 
events across the globe; where once it was run from Zacharias’s home, 
now the ministry has a presence in 17 countries on five continents. 
 
Zacharias’s passion and urgency to take the gospel to all nations was 
forged in Vietnam, throughout the summer of ’71. Zacharias had 
immigrated to Canada in 1966, where Ruth Jeffrey, the veteran 
missionary to Vietnam, heard him preach. She invited him to her adopted 
land. That summer, Zacharias—only just 25—found himself flown across 
the country by helicopter gunship to preach at military bases, in hospitals 
and in prisons to the Vietcong. Most nights Zacharias and his translator 
Hien Pham would fall asleep to the sound of gunfire. 
 
On one trip across remote land, Zacharias and his travel companions’ 
car broke down. The lone jeep that passed ignored their roadside waves. 
They finally cranked the engine to life and set off, only to come across 
the same jeep a few miles on, overturned and riddled with bullets, all four 
passengers dead. He later said of this moment, “God will stop our steps 
when it is not our time, and He will lead us when it is.” Days later, 
Zacharias and his translator stood at the graves of six missionaries, 
killed unarmed when the Vietcong stormed their compound. Zacharias 
knew some of their children. It was that level of trust in God, and the 
desire to stand beside those who minister in areas of great risk, that is a 
hallmark of RZIM. Its support for Christian evangelists in places where 
many ministries fear to tread, including northern Nigeria, Pakistan, South 
African townships, the Middle East and North Africa, can be traced back 
to that formative graveside moment. 
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After this formative trip, Zacharias and his new bride, Margie, moved to 
Deerfield, Illinois, to study for a Master of Divinity at Trinity Evangelical 
Divinity School. After graduating, Zacharias taught at the Alliance 
Theological Seminary in New York and continued to travel the country 
preaching on weekends. Full-time teaching combined with his extensive 
travel and itinerant preaching led Zacharias to describe these three years 
as the toughest in his 48-year marriage to Margie. He felt his job at the 
seminary was changing him and his preaching far more than he was 
changing lives with the hope of the gospel. 
 
It was at that point that Graham invited Zacharias to speak at his 
inaugural International Conference for Itinerant Evangelists in 
Amsterdam in 1983. In front of 3,800 evangelists from 133 countries, 
Zacharias opened with the line, “My message is a very difficult one….” 
He went on to tell them that religions, 20th-century cultures and 
philosophies had formed “vast chasms between the message of Christ 
and the mind of man.” Even more difficult was his message, which 
received a mid-talk ovation, about his fear that, “in certain strands of 
evangelicalism, we sometimes think it is necessary to so humiliate 
someone of a different worldview that we think unless we destroy 
everything he holds valuable, we cannot preach to him the gospel of 
Christ…what I am saying is this, when you are trying to reach someone, 
please be sensitive to what he holds valuable.” 
 
That talk changed Zacharias’s future and arguably the future of 
apologetics, dealing with the hard questions of origin, meaning, morality 
and destiny that every worldview must answer. Back in the U.S., 
Zacharias and Margie planted the seed of a ministry intended to meet 
the thinker where they were, to train cultural evangelist-apologists to 
reach those opinion makers of society. Meeting the thinker face-to-face 
was an intrinsic part of Zacharias’s ministry. Zacharias also took to the 
airwaves in the 1980s, as people came to hear the message of Christ for 
the first time through Zacharias’s radio program, ‘Let My People Think’. 
 
In 1990, he took a sabbatical at Ridley Hall in Cambridge. It was a time 
surrounded by family, and he wrote the first of his 28 books, ‘A Shattered 
Visage: The Real Face of Atheism’.  
 
Zacharias’s desire to train evangelists undergirded with apologetics, in 
order to engage with culture shapers, had been happening informally 
over the years but finally became formal in 2004. It was a momentous 
year for Zacharias and the ministry with the establishment of OCCA, the 
Oxford Centre for Christian Apologetics; the launch of Wellspring 
International.  
 
Over the years, OCCA has trained over 400 students from 50 countries 
who have gone on to carry the gospel in many arenas across the world. 
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In 2017, another apologetics training facility, the Zacharias Institute, was 
established at the ministry’s headquarters in Atlanta, to continue the 
work of equipping all who desire to effectively share the gospel and 
answer the common objections to Christianity with gentleness and 
respect. In 2014, the same heart lay behind the creation of the RZIM 
Academy, an online apologetics training curriculum. Across 140 
countries, the Academy’s courses have been accessed by thousands in 
multiple languages. 
 
In 1992, Zacharias’s apologetics ministry expanded from the political 
arena to academia with the launching of the first ever Veritas Forum, 
hosted on the campus of Harvard University.  
 
In November last year, a few months after his last visit to Angola Prison - 
the largest maximum-security prison in the United States – where he 
frequently ministered to inmates on Death Row, Zacharias stepped down 
as President of RZIM to focus on his worldwide speaking commitments 
and writing projects.  
 
Ravi Zacharias died of cancer on May 19, 2020, at the age of 74, and is 
survived by Margie, his wife of 48 years, his three children and five 
grandchildren.  

Excerpted from the Obituary on www.rzim.org 

 
 



 

  



 

  

TOO SOON TO QUIT 
 

The following is a continuation of my review 
of Warren Wiersbe’s “Too soon to quit” – 
that was published in the April EanMe.  

 
The heading “Too Soon to Quit” seems very appropriate to our present 
situation, as it all points to the fact that the second coming of our Lord is 
nearing and thereby the prophecies have come to be fulfilled. As 
Christians we are burdened to pray for all nations as well as for our kith 
and kin here and abroad. Surely, this is no time to quit! 
 
Coming to the subject of remarkable personalities featured in Wiersbe’s 
book, the focus is on Timothy and Titus – labelled the “Almost Quitters”. 
The Author urges us to “stay long enough to bloom where you are 
planted” St. Paul brought together these two generations of different 
creed. (Timothy had a Jewish mother but a Gentile father. Titus was a 
full-blooded Gentile) Acts 16: 3 and Galatians 2: 3. The secret of this 
unity was their second birth, not their first. Paul had led these two young 
men to faith in Christ and God had called them into His service. They 
also differed in personality. Paul was a courageous missionary, whose 
motto was “this one thing I do”. Timothy appears to be a timid young 
man, frequently ill. Paul called him as a co-worker. Timothy loved Paul 
and was moved to tears when they separated at Ephesus. 
 
Titus seems to have been made of stronger stuff. Paul sent Titus for 
building on Timothy’s earlier ministry and got matters straightened out. (II 
Corinthians 7:5, 8:16-17) Timothy and Titus both had to contend with 
false teachers who were leading believers astray and dividing churches. 
Titus had problems with people around, but Timothy had problems within 
him. 
 
Hang in there 
A change in geography does not guarantee a solution to our problems. 
There is often a snake in what everybody thinks is a Garden of Eden. 
Paul knows because he knew the people and churches and also how the 
enemy works. But it is always ‘too soon to quit’ at the time the enemy 
seems to be winning. Titus and Timothy were willing to listen to his 
counsel - to listen, learn and obey. 
 
“Before we change address, we must permit God to change our attitude” 
says Wiersbe. Paul did not negotiate the will of God. He told Timothy to 
stay in Ephesus. Paul’s advise is “keep your head in all situation,” endure 
hardship, do the work of an Evangelist and ministerial duties. Encourage 
and rebuke with all authority. These are not suggestions to them, but 
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they are orders from Paul for them to obey. Join with me in suffering like 
good soldier of Christ Jesus.  
 
Passing on the torch 
Besides, Paul was concerned for the maturing in the ministry by Titus 
and Timothy. He had much burden about the future of the Churches 
planted by him. Many of the witnesses having attended Paul’s teaching, 
were qualified to teach others. (II Timothy 2:2) Paul was about to be 
martyred. And he wanted to be certain that his pupils were ready to take 
the torch and carry on his ministry in his absence. The pastoral epistle 
sent to Timothy and Titus is mainly to emphasise “how people ought to 
conduct themselves in God’s household (Church of living God) Fight the 
good fight of faith. Paul wanted Timothy and Titus to be workers not to 
be ashamed. Hard work was expected by Paul. 
 
The family metaphor 
Considering the Church as family, consisting different stages in age, 
physical development, education, training and experience, Apostle Paul 
called them “children” or “young people”. Babies want their milk, but they 
have to be introduced solid food, (i.e.,) the truth concerning heavenly 
ministry of Christ. Young men and women need to balance their zeal with 
knowledge and learn spiritual disappearance. Fathers and mothers in the 
Church must teach the younger ones and be an example. Church babies 
cannot be dependent forever. 
 
Other metaphors 
The church is also to be considered as an army fighting against the 
world, the flesh and the devil. Some may not like to fight, but if they 
ignore it, they will end up defeated and disappointed. God calls us to live 
a counter-cultural life in a world that insists on other appetites and 
ambitions. (II Corinthians 6: 14) - Think about the farm metaphor. Hard 
work is the diligent farmer’s task and if lazy, he will reap poverty at the 
end. As in the farmers field, there are seasons in the ministry also. 
Without the Lord we can do nothing, and only work and hard work, is 
needed for a parent, soldier, athlete, or farmer. We will keep our eyes on 
Jesus and make it successfully to the goal. The Lord of the Harvest 
knows what we are doing, and if we do not give up, we will definitely reap 
a harvest. The network of God’s grace around the world is astounding 
and encouraging, “so don’t give up”. 

Condensed by Gnanaoli David 
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HELP! MY KIDS DON’T LIKE 
GOING TO CHURCH 

 
For families with kids, Sunday 
mornings can be a theatre for spiritual 
drama. Whether you have toddlers who 
scream that their church shoes pinch 

or teenagers who slouch out the door fifteen minutes late, it’s not easy to 
get to church. And the struggle doesn’t necessarily stop once you’re in 
the car. Kids often grumble about their Sunday school classes, complain 
about fellowship time, mumble through hymns, and squirm through the 
sermon.  
 
When our kids are resistant to church, our first inclination may be to get 
out of the uncomfortable weekly ritual. We all know parents who’ve 
demanded that their church amend worship to suit their kids. Or who 
start looking for another church—one with a schedule or style they think 
will be more appealing. Or who simply stop going to church altogether. 
Maybe you’ve been tempted to do the same. 
 
But one of parents’ chief responsibilities is to train our children to be 
worshippers. And bringing our kids to church, whether they like it or not, 
is an essential act of discipleship. So, when your toddlers or teens don’t 
want to go to church, pray for the help of the Holy Spirit. Then, engage 
their hearts in five ways: 
 
1. Acknowledge kids’ experiences. 
Church is not always easy for kids, and it’s fine to acknowledge that. If 
they are young, church may seem boring or restrictive (I have to sit still! I 
have to be quiet and listen!); if they are older, it may still seem boring or 
restrictive (It’s too much like school! I’d rather be doing something else!). 
We can listen to our kids’ experiences, and we can even sympathize. We 
can confess that sometimes we feel the same way they do. 
 
2. Remove practical obstacles. 
Sometimes, our kids don’t like church for reasons that are not 
necessarily spiritual—and are mostly fixable.  
 
Young kids, for example, may resist sitting in corporate worship because 
they are legitimately hungry by eleven o’clock. Giving them a snack 
before worship demonstrates your concern for their bodies and pacifies 
their grumbling bellies. Likewise, pens and paper for taking sermon notes 
can employ fidgeting hands and wandering minds, and unfussy church 
clothes can head off the inevitable itching and squirming brought on by 
tags and ties. 
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Setting a reasonable Saturday night bedtime will make the Sunday 
morning alarm clock less jarring. Establishing clear, consistent, and joyful 
family habits for Sundays will help take the sting out of forfeited activities. 
 
3. Teach kids that church is good. 
Of course, we can’t remove every difficulty. The specific people who 
make up our church, the elements of our corporate worship, and even 
the divine object of our worship can all be obstacles to our children; but 
they are obstacles we can’t change simply to suit them. 
 
This is where we do exactly what we’ve always done as parents: we 
lovingly instruct our kids. First, we set an example by our own actions 
and attitude. In our kids’ hearing, parents should pray for the church: 
giving thanks for the elders, asking God to bless the worship, and 
interceding for church members’ needs.  
 
Beyond that, we help our kids understand worship. Explain that worship 
is our chance to hear God speak to us (when the Bible is read and 
preached) and for us to speak to God (in prayer and song). We also tell 
them why God commands us to gather for worship (Heb. 10:24–25), to 
sing praise together (Col. 3:16), to listen to preaching (1 Thess. 2:13), to 
pray together (Eph. 6:18), and to give generously (2 Cor. 9:7). With 
teens, we remind them that their ultimate future is not in making the 
basketball team or getting into that elite college; their ultimate future is as 
a worshipper in the heavenly church (Rev. 7:9). Meditating on these 
truths can stir the whole family to love the church God loves, even when 
it’s hard to sit still. 
 
4. Affirm kids’ kingdom value. 
Sometimes kids don’t like church because they feel like they don’t 
belong. They assume the sermon isn’t directed at them, that no one at 
church cares about them, and that on Sunday mornings they are simply 
warming the pew. As parents, we must intentionally and regularly 
counter these false assumptions by affirming kids’ kingdom value. 
 
The same Christ who welcomed children into his arms and his kingdom 
welcomes our children into his church today (Matt. 19:13–15). The 
congregations of the Old Testament (e.g. Ezra 10:1) and the churches of 
the New Testament (e.g. Col. 3:20) included children. Their prayers are 
spiritual weapons (Ps. 8:2), their praises are important worship (Matt. 
21:9–11, 15–16), and their godly example encourages the whole 
congregation in holiness (1 Tim. 4:12). Far from being incidental to the 
local church, kids are vital. 
 
5. Invite kids’ participation. 
Finally, we invite our kids to contribute. We don’t ask them to love the 
church in the abstract; we ask them to love their own church in concrete 
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ways. We call them to be present in worship, to actively listen to the 
word, and to sing heartily. Kids can pray for persecuted believers around 
the world and for unbelieving people in their own community. They can 
give coins from their piggy banks to support gospel ministry. With 
encouragement from us, our kids can use their gifts for the good of the 
body. 
 
I wish I could say that these five practices will take immediate effect in 
the lives of your reluctant kids. They might. But, then again, they might 
not. And so we look for the help of the Holy Spirit, and we persevere. Our 
kids might not like church this Sunday, or next Sunday, or five years from 
now. But teaching them to love “the church of God, which He obtained 
with His own Blood” (Acts 20:28) is worth every sacrifice we make. 
 

Megan Hill  
Courtesy: www.crossway.org 

 

http://www.crossway.org/
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BIBLE QUIZ FOR ALL 
 
All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness. - II Timothy 3:16 
 
God honours and promises to bless all those who 
respect, love and meditate on His precious Word. It is 
the most valuable possession we own because it is our Father's love 
letter to us. Everything else will pass away, 'but the Word of God stands 
forever'. - Isaiah 40:8. 

The quiz is open to participants of all ages.  
Answers should be given by the 20th of the month.  Late entries will not 
be considered.  
Answers should be mailed to sheebs@hotmail.com or given to Mrs. 
Sheeba Roshan in person. 
Names of participants with score will be mentioned in the next issue.  
Winners will be awarded at the end of the year. 
 
QUIZ 6 
Portion: St. Luke 13 – 24  

1. What did the apostles ask the Lord to increase? 
2. For how many years did the owner comes seeking for fruit from the fig 
tree? 
3. What did Jesus say his purpose was? 
4. What sign was given to Peter and John to locate the room for the 
Passover? 
5. What did Jesus desire to eat with the apostles? 
6. God whom did Jesus pray that his faith fail not? 
7. What nationality was the leper who returned to give thanks to Christ? 
8. The narrative in St. Luke's gospel begins and ends in the same place. 
Where? 
9. What percentage of his possessions did Zacchaeus say that he would 
give to 
 the poor? 
10. When did the father notice the prodigal son? 

Answers to Quiz 5: 

1) Pharisees – Luke 11:43 
2) The Laborer – Luke 10:7 
3) Circumcision – Luke 2:21 
4) Just as you want men to do to you, you also do to them likewise – 
Luke 6:31 

mailto:sheebs@hotmail.com
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5) Because even the demons were subject to them in His (Jesus) name 
– Luke 10:17 
6) One’s (Man’s) life – Luke 12:15 
7) With the finger of God – Luke 11:20 
8) Word of God – Luke 8:11 
9) Who is my neighbor? – Luke 10:29 
10) Moses and Elijah – Luke 9:30 
 

Points tally after Quiz 5:   

  

 
    May 2020  Aggregate 

1 Adelene Mercy Roshan  10 50 

2 Daniel Inbaraj  10 50 

3 Deepathavana Ranjan 10 50 

4 Esther Jayanthi Surya 10 50 

5 Felicia Williams 10 50 

6 Hannah Cheryl Daniel 10 50 

7 Jaden Johnsson Dhyriam 10 49 

8 Jadon Titus Muller 10 50 

9 Jason Travis Daniel  10 50 

10 Jeremy Roopsingh - 30 

11 Jeyasri David 10 50 

12 Joann Ignatius - 10 

13 Jonathan Ethan Dhyriam 10 49 

14 Jonathan Roopsingh - 30 

15 Joshua Emmanuel 10 50 

16 Keturah Manoharan 10 50 

17 Latha Chittaranjan 10 50 

18 Mahilini Santhosh 10 50 

19 Manya Malhotra 10 50 

20 Nirmala Naveendhar 10 40 

21 Ranjini Inbaraj 10 50 

22 Rohan Abraham Stanley  10 50 

23 Santosh Dhyriam 10 49 
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24 Sharon Angelene - 10 

25 Shekinah Tanya Dhyriam 10 49 

26 Shilpa Malhotra 10 50 

27 Shreya Dhyriam 10 49 

28 Sushma Anna Mathew 10 50 

29 Tasha Grace  10 50 

30 Zoey Emmanuel 10 50 
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THE HOLY TRINITY 
But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, 
He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things 
that I said to you – St. John 14:26
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Why EānMé? 
‘EānMé’ – literally meaning “unless” in Greek – has its roots in St. 
Thomas the Apostle’s words of doubt. It is based on his famous words to 
the Risen Lord in St. John 20:25: “…Unless I see in His hands the print 
of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and put my hand 
into His side, I will not believe.” 

‘Unless’ or ‘except’ in the King James Version is translated from the 
Greek word ‘EānMé’ εανμε (eh-an’ may) meaning: before, but, except, 
not or unless.  

We welcome your original contributions to the 
EānMé in the form of articles (word limit: 840), 
poems, Protestant church pictures for the cover, or 
information relevant to the season. Please send 
your entries by hard/soft copy to reach the STEC 
church office stthomasenglishchur@bsnl.in or 
stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com by the 20th of 
every month. 

You can read the current issue of EānMé online at 
http://www.santhomeenglishchurch.org/. A few earlier issues have been 
archived on `CSI St. Thomas English Church’ facebook page. 

Contributions are also invited for the Sunday bulletin. If you have any 
interesting information to share in the form of anecdotes, short stories 
etc. (around 100 words) relevant to the Sunday theme, please mail it to 
Kavita Edward: sandeekov@gmail.com  
 
 
We are on Social Media! 
‘Like’ our Church page on Facebook to stay updated 
https://www.facebook.com/StThomasEnglishChurch 
 
Join our Church group on Facebook to connect with 
each other and share / view pictures of church events 
https://www.facebook.com/CSI St. Thomas English Church, Santhome 
 
‘Follow’ @CSI_STEC on Twitter 
 
`Follow’ @csi_stec on Instagram 
 

Travelling on work or vacation?  
Don’t forget to click a picture! 
If you happen to visit or see a beautiful, historic Protestant 
church that you think should be on our EānMé cover, please 
click a hi-res picture and e-mail it, along with a short note 
about the Church, to stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com 

mailto:sandeekov@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/StThomasEnglishChurch
https://www.facebook.com/
mailto:stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com
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If you would like to join, participate in or use your time and effort for the 
Ministries, Fellowships and activities of the Church, please get in touch 
with the following people: 
 
Morning Sunday School – Mrs. Grace Rathnam  
Blossoms for Christ (Evening Sunday School) – Mrs. Sheeba Roshan 
Prayer Fellowship – Mr. Daniel Inbaraj 
Adult Fellowship – Mr. Ajit Stanley Moses 
Choir – Mrs. Anila Manoharan 
Women’s Fellowship – Mrs. Vasanthi Premkumar  
Men’s Fellowship – Mr. Milton Sigamoney 
Rapha (Hospital Ministry) – Mrs. Ranjini Inbaraj  
Church Library – Mrs. Shailaja Henry  
Eco (Garden) – Mrs. Premalatha Samuel 
Evangelism – Mrs. Nirmala Stephen  
EānMé, Website Content, Facebook, Twitter & Instagram moderation – 
Mrs. Fabiola Jacob 
Weekly Bulletin (Pew Sheets) – Mrs. Kavita Edward 
Education Ministry (School) – Mrs. Gemina Martin 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Mrs. Prema Samuel slept in the Lord on 3 June 2020 
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 FELLOWSHIP PROGRAMMES 
 

Sunday School  : 
English:  Sunday – 8:00 am 

Tamil:  Sunday - 4 pm 

Women’s Fellowship : I and III Saturday - 5:00 pm 

Men’s Fellowship : II and IV Saturday - 6:30 pm 

Adults’ Fellowship  : Sunday - 5:00 pm 

Hospital visit  : II Sunday - 10:15 am 

Prayer Fellowship : I and III Sunday – 7:15 pm 

 

 

 

 

PASTORATE  

COMMITTEE 

MEMBERS 

 

Mr. Ajit Stanley Moses 

Mr. S.P. Paul 

Mr. A. Arun Jacob 

Dr. Vijit Koshy Cherian 

Mrs. Saroja Bai J. 

Mrs. Susanna Premalatha Samuel 

Mrs. Sheeba Roshan 

Mr. Gerald Joshua Divyaprabhu 

Mr. Jewel Solomon Devanand 

Mrs. Nisha Jeethendra 

 

 

 

   

  

 

The Rt. Rev. Dr. J. George Stephen 
Bishop in Madras 

 

Rev. J. Paul Sudhakar 
Presbyter-in-charge 

 
Mr. Milton Sigamoney 
Mr. Ajit Stanley Moses 

Lay Readers 

             Mr. Stephen Michael A. 
             Secretary 

Mr. Benjamin Hastings 
Treasurer 
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WORSHIP SERVICES – PLAN FOR JUNE 2020 

Date and  
Time 

Day Services and Preacher Theme Stewards for Bible 
Reading and Offertory 

7.6.2020 
8:00 am 

 
 
 

Trinity Sunday 

 

 
Service on Zoom call: 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul Sudhakar 
 

 
 

We believe in 
the  

Triune God 
 

Ezekiel 1: 4 – 28 
II Corinthians 13: 11 – 14 
Psalm 98 
St. Matthew 28: 16 – 20 
 
Mr. & Mrs. G.A. 
Shanthakumar                                  

14.6.2020 
8:00 am 

 
 
 

The First 
Sunday after 

Trinity 

 
Service on Zoom call: 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul Sudhakar 
 
 

 
Environment 

Sunday -
creation 

groans for 
liberation 

Exodus 36: 24 – 36 
Romans 8: 18 – 25 
Psalm 29 
St. John 20: 19 – 23 
 
Mr. & Mrs. Roshan 
Soundarapandian 

21.6.2020 
8:00 am 

 
 

The Second 
Sunday after 

Trinity 

 
Service on Zoom call: 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul Sudhakar 
 

 
 

Worship: 
celebration of 
people’s faith 

Isaiah 6: 1 – 8 
Revelation 4: 1 – 11 
Psalm 148 
St. John 4: 16 – 26 
 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Roopsingh 
Immanuel  
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28.6.2020 
8:00 am 

 
 
 
 

 

The Third 
Sunday after 

Trinity  

 
Service on Zoom call: 
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul Sudhakar 
 

 
Discipleship as 

witness 
 
 

II Kings 2: 1 – 15 
Titus 2: 1 – 15 
Psalm 119: 33 – 48 
St. John 3: 22 – 30  
 
Mr. & Mrs. John 
Aravamutham  


