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My dear parishioners, 
 
I greet you all in the sweet name of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ.  I thank God for this privilege of 
sharing the word of God with you this month.  We are 
living in a crucial period – as the COVID 19 
pandemic is creating fear, even as doctors and 
scientists are struggling to bring an end to it.  We 
must pray fervently for God’s protection and 

guidance in overcoming the virus.  We must meditate on Psalm 121 and 
believe it to lead a safe and secure life with our Lord. 
 
Our life is like a journey.  Our destination is God.  The Jews used to read 
Psalm 121 before going on a pilgrimage, which is why it is also called the 
‘Travelers psalm’.   They built their temple upon the high mountains, and 
they climbed mountains to worship God, singing the song of ascents 
(Psalms 120 – 134).    
 
Firstly, they acknowledged God as a Creator God who created the hills 
and heavens and earth.  God is the creator of this universe.   He will take 
care of His creation. (Philippians 4:6) 
 
Secondly, they trusted in God’s faithfulness. Our God is able to 
strengthen us and watch over us as the apple of His eye.  (Psalm 17:8) 
 
Thirdly, they trusted in God’s total care.   Our God is able to protect us 
from natural calamities and He is always with us, like a shadow.  
Whenever we totally submit our lives in God’s hand, He is always with us 
as His name is “Emmanuel.” (Isaiah 7:14)  
 
Finally, they ended the song with great assurance by singing “The Lord 
will keep you from all harm – He will watch over your coming and going 
both now and forevermore.”  Indeed our God is the one who is with us 
always, to the very end of the age.  (Matthew 28:20) 
 
So, we need not fear. God is in control. He will give wisdom to His 
children to find a cure to combat this situation and continually lead us all 
in the righteous path.   
 
Our Almighty God gave me an opportunity to serve in the CSI 
Melrosapuram pastorate from 1999 to 2004.  It consisted of 18 village 
Churches, one of which was Ammanambakkam, the birthplace of former 
Bishop Rt. Rev. H.S. Thanaraj.  His father Mr. Henry served as a 
Catechist there. During his successor Mr. Sathiyanathan’s time, cholera 
ravaged that village and people were leaving in order to save their lives.  
Mr. and Mrs. Sathiyanathan and their children were involved in burying 
the dead. They also became weak and upset, and one evening, after 
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burying a dead body they prayed to the Almighty God to stop the 
disease.  Our prayer-answering God heard their prayers and there was 
no cholera death in that village. 
 
The same Lord is living among us and is ready to hear our prayers.  
(Psalm 65:2) Surely, He will arrest the Covid 19 virus and fill our hearts 
with joy and peace.  But as God’s children, we have to do what is 
expected of us in II Chronicles 7:14. “If My people who are called by My 
Name, will humble themselves and pray and seek My face and turn from 
their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin 
and will heal their land”.   
 
As God’s dear children, we must obey our Lord’s instructions 
wholeheartedly and live safely.  Alleluia, Amen. 
 
Yours in His joyful service,  
Rev. Dr. V. Paul Birla 
Presbyter-in-charge and Chairman 
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ONLINE CHURCH ETIQUETTE 
 

The COVID 19 Pandemic has made us all realise that Church will go on 
– no matter what. Around the world, Christians have started gathering 
and worshipping online – on YouTube, Zoom and other platforms – 
adhering to the social distancing that is now recommended.  
 
We have successfully made this transition too, as our first online worship 
service was held live on Zoom, on Sunday, 29 March 2020, with around 
100 people in attendance. We plan to continue online till the lockdown 
ends and we are able to gather in the holy sanctuary once again. 
 
All members of the Parish are invited to join in the online worship through 
a link that will be sent prior to the service. While the etiquette that we 
follow in Church applies online too – here are a few pointers that will 
make the experience of worshipping from the safety of our homes, a 
meaningful and enriching time for all: 
 

• Choose a quiet indoor location, to control ambient noise. 

• Dress appropriately – taking as much care as you would in a 
professional setting. 

• Be on time – login and make sure you are there when the 
service begins. 

• Check your audio settings, and mute your microphone if you are 
not a significant contributor in the worship service. 

• Keeping your video on or off is optional. But if it is on, please 
ensure your activities do not distract others. 

• Adjust your lighting. Don’t sit directly in front or beside a bright 
light source. Adjust your camera until you can see your brightly-
lit face on the screen. 

• Choose a neutral background. A doorway with people walking in 
or the kitchen behind you can be very distracting. 

• Speak into the camera – not the screen, especially if you are 
delivering the sermon, reading the Bible or leading worship. 

• Do not interrupt in the middle of the service. You can use the 
‘Chat’ option and send a question or statement to everyone or 
privately to a participant.  

 
 

 
Self-denial Hundies (Mite Boxes) – do use it as an offertory box during 
our Sunday Zoom services!  
And remember to bring it to church when services are resumed and we 
meet in person. 



 

  

 



 

  

HOPE OF EASTER 
 

The world is on the mend – or so it seems – with 
the Covid-19 pandemic that’s sweeping across the 
globe. Skies are bluer, pollution levels have 

dropped and wild animals and rare birds are being spotted roaming 
around, without the fear of humans hunting them down. It’s nature’s pay-
back time, for the years of indiscriminately polluting the seas, destroying 
forests and natural habitats in the name of development and leaving 
behind heavy carbon footprints. Suddenly, it seems like all is well with 
the world.  
 
But that is not true, as underneath it all is a deepening fear gripping the 
world at large, as the smallest of micro-organisms wages war with the 
scientific wisdom of man. The fear of tomorrow, the hopelessness of 
disease, the disillusionment of lost jobs, the helplessness of isolation and 
the panic of loved ones far away are all emotions that Jesus nailed to the 
cross, 2000 years ago and won over from the empty tomb. 
 
God sends reminders of His enduring presence even at difficult times 
such as these. To the Israelites expelled from the Promised Land due to 
disobedience, God made His presence known by sending prophets like 
Jeremiah to offer them hope—hope for reconciliation through 
repentance. And to those He leads through times of testing, He shows 
His presence through a community of believers who “love one another 
fervently with a pure heart” (1 Peter 1:22).  
 
These indications of God’s presence during trials on earth affirm His 
promise of the living hope awaiting us at the resurrection – as Easter 
reminds us every year. Here’s a simple yet charming poem by Joanna 
Fuchs titled ‘Easter Joy’ that brings home the essence of Easter: 
 
Jesus came to earth, 
To show us how to live, 
How to put others first, 
How to love and how to give. 
 
Then He set about His work, 
That God sent Him to do; 
He took our punishment on Himself; 
He made us clean and new. 
 
He could have saved Himself, 
Calling angels from above, 
But He chose to pay our price for sin; 
He paid it out of love. 
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Our Lord died on Good Friday, 
But the cross did not destroy 
His resurrection on Easter morn 
That fills our hearts with joy. 
 
Now we know our earthly death, 
Like His, is just a rest. 
We'll be forever with Him 
In heaven, where life is best. 
 
So we live our lives for Jesus, 
Think of Him in all we do. 
Thank You Savior; Thank You Lord. 
Help us love like You!  

Fabiola Jacob 
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Featured on the cover this month, is the beautiful St. 
Andrew’s Cathedral at Honolulu, Hawaii, USA, 
photographed by Arun Jacob. 
 
About the Cathedral: 
On a recent trip to Honolulu, Hawaii, I had the 
opportunity to visit the Cathedral Church of Saint 

Andrew on a Sunday. Located on Queen Emma Street, between 
Beretania Street and Queen Emma Square, the historic Cathedral is a 
peaceful haven in Honolulu, and is surely worth a visit. Here is a brief 
note on the history of the Cathedral:  
 
Hawaii’s King Kamehameha IV (1834-63) and Queen Emma (1836-85) 
were Christians, having been schooled by the Congregational 
missionaries from Massachusetts, USA. However, they developed a 
preference for Anglican worship. In 1860, King Kamehameha IV solicited 
assistance from England’s Queen Victoria. She granted a royal license to 
the Archbishop of Canterbury for an Anglican Mission for the 
consecration of Hawaii’s first Bishop. King Kamehameha IV presented a 
parcel of land to be called Queen Emma Square and Bishop Thomas 
Nettleship Staley (see page 20), together with three priests, arrived from 
England – bringing the Church of England to Hawaii.   
 
On King Kamehameha IV’s sudden death in 1863 on St. Andrew’s Day, it 
was decided that the future Cathedral would be dedicated as St. 
Andrew’s in memory of the king. Subsequently, Queen Emma journeyed 
to England, obtained architectural drawings, raised funds and purchased 
the stone used for the arches, pillars and windows of the choir and 
ambulatory areas. On 5 March 1867, King Kamahameha V, the king's 
brother, took over the project and laid the cornerstone in honour of his 
predecessor. The cathedral was designed by the London architects 
William Slater and R. H. Carpenter, and the building process was 
overseen by their chief assistant Benjamin Ingelow. Some parts of the 
Cathedral were shipped as prefabricated pieces from England. The 
oldest element here is the baptism font, which arrived in 1862. The 
western facade has a window of hand-blown stained glass that reaches 
from the floor to the eaves, depicting the European explorers that visited 
the Hawaiian Islands.  
 
In 1902, four years after the Islands’ annexation by the United States, 
jurisdiction transferred from the Church of England to the Protestant 
Episcopal Church of the USA and Bishop Henry Bond Restarick – the 
first American Bishop – arrived. In 1958, 91 years after the 
commencement, the last two bays, the Narthex and the beautiful 50’ x 
24’ Great West Window were added, completing the construction of the 
Early French Gothic style Cathedral. 

Arun Jacob 
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 MY BELOVED -  THE LOVING REDEEMER 

My Beloved is the most handsome and fairest than 
ten thousand on earth, 
Such a sinless Person is not found by birth; 
I have no fear when my Beloved is there to embrace, 
I am delighted in His love and grace. 
 
One night He called me to open the door, 
I said that my feet are washed and cannot dirty them once more; 
Moreover my overcoat is removed and kept above, 
He was gone when I finally opened the door out of love. 
 
I run out at night and called to Him, but could not find, 
I asked the city guards about Him, they wounded me and were unkind; 
They took away my shawl and I was in the cold left out; 
I ran home not able to find my Beloved’s whereabouts. 
 
I found Him carrying a wooden cross when I searched in the morning, 
He had a crown of thorns on His head, by the lashes He was bleeding; 
He was staggering under the weight of the cross and was unable to walk, 
The soldiers had no mercy, and my Beloved they did stalk. 
 
They nailed Him to the cross at Calvary, 
His garments were ripped, and away they did carry; 
They cast lots to possess His robe, that was in one piece, 
My Beloved asked the Father to forgive the people and give them peace. 
 
He told the father that the people do not know what they are doing,  
‘Let the curse be on us and our children’, the Jews were saying; 
He as the Sacrificial Lamb, removed the universal curse on the Tree, 
Thus He nailed Satan to the cross, and from bondage set us free. 

Prema Jayasundar 
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PRAYER TIME: 
Our Church prayer group meets every first and third Sunday at 6pm, 
thro’ Zoom video call, to pray for general and specific needs. You are 
welcome to join. 

 

PRAYER POINTS FOR THE CURRENT SITUATION: 
• Fear of the disease, future  

• High-risk patients to recover   

• Doctors, nurses, caregivers for wisdom, strength, 
patience 

• Leaders for wisdom,     

• Families under quarantine   

• Financial stress   

• Workers in the supply chain – delivery boys, store workers etc. 

• Disease to stop  

• Revival in your street, neighbourhood, locality, city, state, country 

• Nations affected around the world – Italy, UK, USA, Spain, 
France, Germany, Iran, Pakistan, Switzerland, South Korea, 
Turkey, Malaysia, Singapore, China, Australia  

 
We pray today for all those suffering from COVID-19 at this time: 
God of all healing, 
Who called the light to shine in the darkness at creation 
and in Whose eternal light there is no darkness at all, 
be Yourself a light of hope to those who dwell in darkness. 
Be a support to the fearful, 
a listener to the lonely, 
a purpose to those in despair, 
that amongst the confusions and struggles of this world 
they would find the path that leads to the fullness of life, and joy, and 
peace, 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 

 
WRITE TO US! 

Do you have a comment on the articles, a fresh 
new idea or feedback about the EanMe that 
you would like to share with other readers? Mail 
it to stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com with 
‘EanMe MailBox’ in the subject. The best letters 
will be published in the next issue of the 
EanMe. 
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LENTEN RETREAT – A REPORT 
 
“Lent is a call to renew a commitment grown dull...” says Joan Chittister.  
And to help parishioners draw closer to God, a retreat was organised on 
Sunday, 8 March 2020 with Rev. Benjamin Christian, National Director of 
FEBA India as the Guest Speaker. He also delivered the sermon during 
the Matins, on the theme ‘Temptations of Jesus’. 
 
The Lenten retreat started at around 10.30 am, and continuing with the 
sermon, the message centred around John 8:44. This verse describes 
the qualities of Satan as a murderer and the father of lies. Rev. Benjamin 
explained how Satan leads us astray from God by listing the following 10 
‘Tools of destruction in Christian life’, supported by apt verses from the 
Bible. They are: 
1. Doubt 
2. Discouragement 
3. Disbelief 
4. Disobedience 
5. Deception 
6. Denial 
7. Disease 
8. Disharmony 
9. Delay 
10. Distraction 
 
After a short discourse on the above points, the participants were 
directed to form small clusters to find instances from the Bible to support 
each quality. It was sort of a lively game and all joined enthusiastically. 
Then one member from each group was given a chance to read aloud 
their findings. It was indeed an eye opener. 
 
And finally, Rev. Benjamin Christian gave a few suggestions to 
overcome temptations. They are as follows: 
 
1. Faith in the midst of storm. 
2. Being strong, because Jesus is always with us... even in the 
temptations. 
3. Prayer...with childlike faith. 
4. Confession at the throne of grace... admitting all kinds of sins. 
5. Repentance... believing that all sins are forgiven. 
6. Truth... to stand up for truth always. 
7. Believing in Jehovah Rapha....the God who heals. 
8. Humility to avoid disharmony 
9. Accept delays... they are not denials 
10. Seek ye first the kingdom of God 
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It was refreshing to meditate on the common problems faced by every 
Christian from a new perspective and to discuss the solution as well. 
 
I truly believe that the retreat led us towards spiritual renewal, with a 
motivation to reach a new level of experiencing God's grace during our 
time of temptation. 

Ranjini Inbaraj 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GEMS FROM THE BIBLE 
 
Put them in your heart-bank – 
memorize and use them! 

• I have led you in right paths. – 
Proverbs 4:11 

• ‘You shall be holy, for I the Lord 
your God am holy’. – Leviticus 
19:2 

• I will honour those who honour Me. – I Samuel 2:30 

• Exalt the Lord, our holy God. Bow low before His feet. – Psalm 99:5 

• Let your lives overflow with joy and thanksgiving for all He has done. 
– Colossians 2:6   

Premella Soundarapandian 
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THE SYMBOL OF TRUE LOVE ISN’T THE  
TAJ MAHAL...  

BUT THE CROSS! 
 
A greedy wife once demanded of her husband “You 
promised to construct a beautiful memorial like Taj Mahal for 
me.  Did you start the work, sweetheart?”  Husband replied 

coolly, “Yes my dear.  I have bought the land and got the plan approved.  
I’m waiting for your burial, honey!”   
 
On a serious note, let me recapitulate the scene during my first visit to 
the Taj Mahal in the seventies.  While returning to the exit gate, I noticed 
a young couple.  They stood at the gate and turned 360 degrees to 
capture a final glimpse of Taj, a great symbol of love.  Convinced about 
the strong bond of love between Shah Jahan and Mumtaz, they instantly 
held each other’s hand tightly confirming their love and walked off with 
more conviction. 
 
Yes… We can find such deep affection between life partners, parent and 
child, and even among friends.  Very rarely, a few of them even venture 
to the extent of sacrificing their life for their dear ones.      
 
But the love of Jesus is paramount!  His love is unparalleled because He 
gave His life for sinners through a ruthless and disgraceful death on the 
cross.  Further I feel I am not worthy of His love knowing that the King of 
Kings and the creator of this universe came down to the earth and 
underwent all the torture during crucifixion for me.  “God’s love is like an 
ocean.  You can see its beginning but not its end!” 
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During my tour to the Holy Land, I was fascinated by a small but beautiful 
Church constructed with stones on the northwest shore of the Sea of 
Galilee.  It is the place where Jesus had breakfast with His disciples 
including Peter after resurrection.  Among all the disciples, Peter is well 
loved although he denied Jesus thrice. 
 
Near the church, the seashore looks breathtaking, with a flat beach and 
potable sea water.  As we read in the Bible, probably Jesus might have 
stood right there on a boat and preached the word to the people sitting 
on the beach.  
 
After breakfast, Jesus asked Peter twice, “Do you love Me?”  He 
answered, “Yes Lord.  You know that I love You!”  When the Lord asked 
him for the third time as a reminder of his denial thrice, he replied with a 
poignant voice, “Lord, You know all things and You know that I love 
You!”  It is one of the most emotional and heart-touching scenes.   
 
Jesus who died for our sins is asking us the same question now, “Do you 
love me?”  Just like Peter, are we bold enough to say, ‘Yes Lord and You 
know that I love You’?  If that is our answer, then Easter this year would 
be more meaningful and blissful.  Otherwise, it would be just another 
hollow and meaningless ceremony. 
 
“God demonstrates His own love for us in this: While we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us!”—Romans 5: 8 

Ventriloquist Shanthakumar 
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 ‘HIDE THEM IN YOUR HEART' - A SCRIPTURE CHALLENGE! 
 
Can you memorize Psalm 119:25-32 before 26 April 2020? 
 
If this offer appeals to you, please approach 
Roshan Soundarapandian (Mobile No: 98403 
88365) - a surprise awaits you! 
The winners will be announced in next month's 
EanMe!  
Of course, prizes would follow! 
Anyone can rise to the opportunity - no age limit 
– all the best!  
 
Why the Scripture Challenge? 
There is no other single discipline in Christian life that is more rewarding 
than memorizing Scripture. Our prayer life will be strengthened. Our 
witnessing will be sharper and effective. Our attitude and perspective will 
begin to change. Our mind will become alert, observant and confident, 
enhancing our faith in ourselves and in God. 
 
We need to hide God's Word in our hearts so that we don't sin against 
Him. Carrying Scripture in our hands and also in our hearts is a way to 
cherish God's Word, creating an amazing opportunity to meditate on the 
truth and hastening the process of transforming us into Christ-likeness. 
When we fill our minds with the Word of God, we build a barrier between 
us and the enemy. The more verses you memorize, the barricade 
becomes higher and stronger. 

 
The Word of God brings us wisdom, strength and 
hope. It gives assurance, solace, power and 
authority. Above all we will enjoy peace of mind. So 
come, let's indulge in this overwhelming experience! 
 

Winners:  

Name 
  

Jan 2020 Feb 2020 Mar 2020 

Psalm 119:1-8 
Psalm 119:9-16 Psalm 119:17-

24 

Anahera Phoebe David   

Ezekiel David   

Felicia William   

Hannah Cheryl Daniel   

Iris Manoharan   

Jaden Johnsson Dhyriam   

Jadon Titus Muller   
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Jason Travis Daniel   

Jemima Thilagan   

Jonathan Ethan Dhyriam   

Joshua Emmanuel   

Keturah Manoharan   

Latha Chittaranjan   

Manya Lily Malhotra   

Mercy Roshan   

Pamela Bridget Wilson   

Priya Muller   

Ranjini Inbaraj   

Rohan Abraham Stanley   

Santhosh Dhyriam   

Shekinah Tanya Dhyriam   

Shreya Dhyriam   

Sushma Anna Mathew   

Zoey Emmanuel   



 

  

A LOCKDOWN PALM SUNDAY



 

  

HIRAM BINGHAM:  
MISSIONARY TO HAWAII 

 
Hiram Bingham, formally Hiram Bingham I 
(October 30, 1789 – November 11, 1869), was 
leader of the first group of American Protestant 

missionaries to introduce Christianity to the Hawaiian Islands. Like most 
of the missionaries, he was from New England. 
 
Early Life  
Hiram Bingham was born on 30 October, 1789 in Bennington, Vermont, 
one of thirteen children to his mother Lydia and father Calvin Bingham. 
His grandfather was the Deacon Thomas Bingham, who immigrated to 
the American colonies in 1650 and settled in Connecticut. Hiram 
Bingham attended Middlebury College and the Andover Theological 
Seminary. He married Sybil Mosley and on 23 October, 1819 the young 
couple sailed out of Boston aboard the brig Thaddeus, along with Asa 
and Lucy Goodale Thurston, to lead a mission in the Sandwich Islands 
(Hawaii) for the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions. 
 
Ministry in Hawaii 
The Binghams arrived first on the Island of Hawaii in 1820, and sailed on 
to Honolulu, where they were to be stationed. There he became a leader 
of the mission and pastor of the Kawaiaha Church in Honolulu, the first 
church in the islands. The church building constructed between 1836 and 
1842 is one of the oldest standing Christian places of worship in Hawaii. 
 
In 1823, Queen Kaʻahumanu and six high chiefs came to Bingham and 
requested baptism. Soon after, the Hawaiian government banned 
prostitution and drunkenness, which resulted in the shipping industry and 
the foreign community resenting Bingham's influence.  
 
Bingham wrote extensively about the natives and was critical of their 
land-holding regime and of their "state of civilization." Bingham was 
involved in the creation of the spelling system for writing the Hawaiian 
Language, and also translated some books of the Bible into Hawaiian. 
He was prominent also in the creation of a written language for the 
Hawaiians, translating portions of Scripture, hymns, and many other 
works. 
 
The Legacy 
Bingham designed the Kawaiahaʻo Church in Honolulu on the Hawaiian 
Island of Oahu. The church was constructed between 1836 and 1842 in 
the New England style typical of the Hawaiian missionaries. It is one of 
the oldest standing Christian places of worship in Hawaii. 
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Bingham also used his influence with the Queen to instigate a strongly 
anti-Catholic policy in Hawaii, which unfortunately resulted in decades of 
persecution of Hawaiians who were converted to Catholicism from earlier 
French missionary efforts.  
 
He became a trusted adviser to kings and queens and to the local chiefs 
in their often-hostile relations with foreigners. He stayed in Hawaii until 
1841, when he returned to the U. S. for a time because of his wife's poor 
health and concerns from his mission board that he was interfering too 
much in Hawaiian politics. During this time, he wrote down his influential 
memoirs, ‘The Residence of 21 Years in the Sandwich Islands’, which 
were published in 1847. 
 
Upon his wife's death in 1848, Bingham remained in New England, 
where he served as the pastor of an African-American church. He 
remarried to Naomi Morse in 1852, who ran a girl's school. He died on 11 
November, 1869, and was buried at Grove Street Cemetery, in New 
Haven, Connecticut. His son also served as a missionary in Hawaii, and 
his grandson (Hiram Bingham III) achieved fame as the discoverer of 
Peru's Macchu Picchu and later served as a senator from and governor 
of Connecticut. 
 
As a missionary, Bingham was "greatly beloved by the people among 
whom he worked and he made a significant contribution to the success 
of the mission." In World War II, the United States liberty ship SS Hiram 
Bingham was named in his honour.  

Source:The Internet 
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ALL GLORY, LAUD AND HONOUR 
 

When Jesus entered Jerusalem riding on a donkey, 
a hopeful crowd filled the streets, waving palm 
branches and praising God. The people believed that 
the Messiah had finally come to lead a revolt against 
the Romans. Less than a week later, the same crowd 
demanded His crucifixion.  

 
Theodulph, who wrote this hymn, had a somewhat similar experience. 
King Charlemagne had made him Bishop of Orleans, in the late 700s, 
and all the people, as well as the King, praised Theodulph. He was the 
King’s theologian as well as a beloved Pastor. But when Charlemagne 
died, rumours were spread against him. Charlemagne’s son charged him 
with conspiracy and put him in prison. And yet, it was while he was in a 
dark prison, that he wrote this hymn, which is still sung more than a 
thousand years later. It is a favourite Palm Sunday hymn in churches 
around the world. 
 
All glory, laud and honour to Thee, Redeemer King 
To Whom the lips of children made sweet Hosannas ring 
 
Thou art the King of Israel, Thou David’s Royal Son 
Who in the Lord’s Name comest, the King and Blessed One 
 
The company of Angels are praising Thee on high 
And mortal men and all things created make reply 
 
The people of the Hebrews with palms before Thee went 
Our praise and prayer and anthems before Thee we present 
 
To Thee before Thy Passion, they sang their hymns of praise 
To Thee now high exalted, our melody we raise 
 
Thou didst accept their praises, accept the prayers we bring 
Who in all good delightest, Thou good and gracious King. 
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THOMAS NETTLESHIP STALEY 
 

The first Anglican Bishop in Hawaii, Thomas 
Nettleship Staley was born on 17 January 
1823 in Sheffield, Yorkshire, England. His 
father was the Wesleyan minister William Staley. Staley entered Queens' 
College, Cambridge in 1840, earned his Bachelor of Arts degree in 1844, 
and became a Fellow in 1847 after earning his Master of Arts degree. He 
was tutor at St Mark's College, Chelsea, from 1844 to 1848 and 
Headmaster of the St Mark's Practising School from 1848 to 1850 (whilst 
still lecturing in mathematics at St Mark's College) and then Principal of 
the Collegiate School, Wandsworth, from 1850 to 1861. He married 
Catherine Workman Shirley in September 1850. 
 
He was appointed by John Bird Sumner, the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
and consecrated on 15 December 1861, at the suggestion of Samuel 
Wilberforce and Queen Victoria, as the church's first bishop of the 
Kingdom of Hawaii. He and his wife departed on 17 August 1862 and 
arrived in Honolulu in October 1862, several weeks after the tragic death 
of Albert, Prince of Hawaii, the only son of King Kamehameha IV and 
Queen Emma Kaleleonālani Naʻea. 
 
“The voyage (from San Francisco to Honolulu) was one of pleasure 
throughout, the weather beautiful, and our passage only thirteen days… 
We had choral service morning and evening every day, which served as 
a practice for the future Honolulu ‘cathedral;’ and the passengers always 
gladly attended, without exception” wrote Staley in his journal. “On 
Friday, October 10th (1862) we sighted, first, Molokai – a most 
picturesque island, with bold precipitous rocks to the sea down which 
glided many a waterfall, and broken by ravines and caverns; then Maui 
appeared in view, and at daybreak on Saturday we were off Oahu…. Our 
voyage was now at an end, and we offered up our hearty thanksgivings 
to Him who had borne us in safety, health, and comfort to our new 
island-home.”  
 
From 1862‐1871 the Sandwich Islands diocese (as Hawaii was called 
then) was legally incorporated as ‘the Hawaiian Reformed Catholic 
Church;’ Staley was the first Bishop for missionary district of Honolulu 
(which included Hawaiian Islands, Guam, Okinawa, Taiwan and 
Kwajalein).  
 
Staley set to work in building a diocese from scratch along strong Anglo-
Catholic lines. He began the use of eucharistic vestments and 
established daily worship. He baptized Queen Emma and confirmed her 
along with King Kamehameha IV. Staley laid the foundation of what is 
now the Cathedral Church of St Andrew in Honolulu (featured on the 
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cover). He oversaw the printing of the king’s translation of the Book of 
Common Prayer into Hawaiian. He advised the royal family on 
educational matters, and recruited the Anglican nuns of the Society of 
the Most Holy Trinity (the Devonport Sisters) to open a school for girls. 
 
The nascent Diocese of Honolulu became a brief test-case for the 
viability of a missionary model that planted a complete diocese on 
foreign soil. But Staley’s stay in the Island was not without conflict – His 
presence provoked conflict with the American Board of Commissioners 
for Foreign Missions because they considered him a symbol of ritualism. 
The fact that he was a bishop also bothered the Calvinists who disliked 
any kind of religious hierarchy. But it wasn’t just the members of the 
ABCFM that were concerned, the king’s promotion of dancing and 
traditional customs (and Staley’s tolerance of that) outraged the 
Catholics and Mormons, as well.  
 
Staley publicly defended his actions as being non-political, but was 
considered symbolic of the struggle for influence on the islands. Although 
he was appointed to the King's Privy Council 1863–1864 and Board of 
Education in 1865, he denied ever giving political advice, or being behind 
any plots leading to British colonization of the islands. In December 1863 
he held the memorial service for Kamehameha IV and later dedicated 
the Royal Mausoleum where the royal family was reburied. The next 
King Kamehameha V continued his support and the cornerstone for the 
Cathedral Church of Saint Andrew was laid in a ceremony in March 
1867. 
 
Staley began two church-operated boarding schools: Saint Andrew's 
Priory School for Girls and ʻIolani School in Honolulu (originally named 
for Saint Alban). Staley was appointed Chaplain of Hawaii's Royal Order 
of Kamehameha I. He corresponded with Charles Darwin regarding the 
decline in population of the native Hawaiians. Staley was frustrated with 
the politics and sought to resign; he hoped to be replaced by an 
American Episcopal bishop, but none could be found. 
 
The bishop left Honolulu for the last time in mid-1870, and was replaced 
by Alfred Willis. Staley retired with his large family to England, where he 
served a succession of parishes. He resided in Croxall and never 
returned to Hawaii. Staley died on 1 November, 1898, at Bournemouth. 
 

Source: The Internet 
 



25 

 

BIBLE QUIZ FOR ALL 
 
All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness. - II Timothy 3:16 
 
God honours and promises to bless all those who 
respect, love and meditate on His precious Word. It is 
the most valuable possession we own because it is our Father's love 
letter to us. Everything else will pass away, 'but the Word of God stands 
forever'. - Isaiah 40:8. 

The quiz is open to participants of all ages.  
Answers should be given by the 20th of the month.  Late entries will not 
be considered.  
Answers should be mailed to sheebs@hotmail.com or given to Mrs. 
Sheeba Roshan in person. 
Names of participants with score will be mentioned in the next issue.  
Winners will be awarded at the end of the year. 
 
QUIZ 4 
Portion: St. Mark chapters 9 – 16 
Answer the following questions to solve the Crossword Puzzle: 
 
Across: 
1. Where was the blind man when he was healed? [7] 
2. Who claimed Jesus’ body? [6,2,10] 
3. When Jesus was leaving this place, he cursed the fig tree [7] 
4. How much is 1/8th of a Cent? [4] 
5. Where did Jesus and His disciples have the Passover? [9] 
 
Down: 
1. Why cannot the leaders arrest Jesus during the festival of unleavened 
bread? [5,5,3,6] 
2. If a woman divorces her husband and marries another, she commits 
____ [8] 
3. What happened to Jesus after resurrection and meeting his disciples? 
[8,2,6] 
4. Where did Jesus ask His disciples to sit while He prayed? [10] 
5. Who was the blind man? [10] 
 

mailto:sheebs@hotmail.com
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Answers to Quiz 3: 
1. John the Baptist whose head he had cut off (Mark 6:16) 
2. "Son your sins are forgiven." (Mark 2:5) "I tell you, get up, take your 
mat and go home." (Mark 2:11) 
3. Peter, James and John (Mark 5:37) 
4. His eyes were opened, he could see again and he saw everything 
clearly. (Mark 8:25) 
5. It is what comes out of a person that makes one unclean (Mark 7:15)  
6. Early in the morning (Mark 6:48)  
7. Jesus put his fingers into the man's ears. Then he spits and touched 
the man's tongue. He looked up to heaven and said "Ephphatha" (Mark 
7:33,34) 
8. Because Jesus taught them as one who had authority, not as the 
teachers of the law. (Mark 1:22) 
9. By putting their own teachings in the place of God's Word. (Mark 7:13) 
10. Jesus was sleeping on a cushion. (Mark 4:38) 
 
Points tally after Quiz 3:   

  

 
    Mar 2020  Aggregate 

1 Adelene Mercy Roshan  10 30 

2 Daniel Inbaraj  10 30 

3 Deepathavana Ranjan 10 30 



27 

 

4 Esther Jayanthi Surya 10 30 

5 Felicia Williams 10 30 

6 Hannah Cheryl Daniel 10 30 

7 Jaden Johnsson Dhyriam 10 29 

8 Jadon Titus Muller 10 30 

9 Jason Travis Daniel  10 30 

10 Jeremy Roopsingh 10 30 

11 Jeyasri David 10 30 

12 Joann Ignatius  10 

13 Jonathan Ethan Dhyriam 10 29 

14 Jonathan Roopsingh 10 30 

15 Joshua Emmanuel 10 30 

16 Keturah Manoharan 10 30 

17 Latha Chittaranjan 10 30 

18 Mahilini Santhosh 10 30 

19 Manya Malhotra 10 30 

20 Nirmala Naveendhar 10 20 

21 Ranjini Inbaraj 10 30 

22 Rohan Abraham Stanley  10 30 

23 Santosh Dhyriam 10 29 

24 Sharon Angelene 10 20 

25 Shekinah Tanya Dhyriam 10 29 

26 Shilpa Malhotra 10 30 

27 Shreya Dhyriam 10 29 

28 Sushma Anna Mathew 10 30 

29 Tasha Grace  10 30 

30 Zoey Emmanuel 10 30 
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Almighty God, please be our Refuge in 

this time of trouble. We pray in Jesus’ 

Mighty Name. Amen.  
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Why EanMe? 
‘EanMe’ – literally meaning “unless” in Greek – has its roots in St. 
Thomas the Apostle’s words of doubt. It is based on his famous words to 
the Risen Lord in St. John 20:25: “…Unless I see in His hands the print 
of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and put my hand 
into His side, I will not believe.” 

‘Unless’ or ‘except’ in the King James Version is translated from the 
Greek word ‘Eanme’ εανμε (eh-an’ may) meaning: before, but, except, 
not or unless.  

We welcome your original contributions to the 
EanMe in the form of articles (word limit: 840), 
poems, Protestant church pictures for the cover, or 
information relevant to the season. Please send 
your entries by hard/soft copy to reach the STEC 
church office stthomasenglishchur@bsnl.in or 
stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com by the 20th of 
every month. 

You can read the current issue of EanMe online at 
http://www.santhomeenglishchurch.org/. A few earlier issues have been 
archived on `CSI St. Thomas English Church’ facebook page. 

Contributions are also invited for the Sunday bulletin. If you have any 
interesting information to share in the form of anecdotes, short stories 
etc. (around 100 words) relevant to the Sunday theme, please mail it to 
Kavita Edward: sandeekov@gmail.com  
 
 
We are on Social Media! 
‘Like’ our Church page on Facebook to stay updated 
https://www.facebook.com/StThomasEnglishChurch 
 
Join our Church group on Facebook to connect with 
each other and share / view pictures of church events 
https://www.facebook.com/CSI St. Thomas English Church, Santhome 
 
‘Follow’ @CSI_STEC on Twitter 
 
`Follow’ @csi_stec on Instagram 
 

Travelling on work or vacation?  
Don’t forget to click a picture! 
If you happen to visit or see a beautiful, historic Protestant 
church that you think should be on our EanMe cover, please 
click a hi-res picture and e-mail it, along with a short note 
about the Church, to stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com 

mailto:sandeekov@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/StThomasEnglishChurch
https://www.facebook.com/
mailto:stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com
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If you would like to join, participate in or use your time and effort for the 
Ministries, Fellowships and activities of the Church, please get in touch 
with the following people: 
 
Morning Sunday School – Mrs. Grace Rathnam  
Blossoms for Christ (Evening Sunday School) – Mrs. Sheeba Roshan 
Prayer Fellowship – Mr. Daniel Inbaraj 
Adult Fellowship – Mr. Ajit Stanley Moses 
Choir – Mrs. Anila Manoharan 
Women’s Fellowship – Mrs. Vasanthi Premkumar  
Men’s Fellowship – Mr. Milton Sigamoney 
Rapha (Hospital Ministry) – Mrs. Ranjini Inbaraj  
Church Library – Mrs. Shailaja Henry  
Eco (Garden) – Mrs. Premalatha Samuel 
Evangelism – Mrs. Nirmala Stephen  
EanMe, Website Content, Facebook, Twitter & Instagram moderation – 
Mrs. Fabiola Jacob 
Weekly Bulletin (Pew Sheets) – Mrs. Kavita Edward 
Education Ministry (School) – Mrs. Gemina Martin 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Mrs. Rosalind Herbert slept in the Lord on 26 Mar 
2020 
Mr. Edwin Joseph slept in the Lord on 29 Mar 2020 
Mrs. Priscilla Dhyriam slept in the Lord on 30 Mar 
2020 
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 FELLOWSHIP PROGRAMMES 
 

Sunday School : 
English:  Sunday – 8:00 am 

Tamil:  Sunday - 4 pm 

Women’s Fellowship : I and III Saturday - 5:00 pm 

Men’s Fellowship : II and IV Saturday - 6:30 pm 

Adults’ Fellowship : Sunday - 5:00 pm 

Hospital visit : II Sunday - 10:15 am 

Prayer Fellowship : I and III Sunday – 7:15 pm 

 

 

 

 

PASTORATE  

COMMITTEE 

MEMBERS 

 

Mr. Ajit Stanley Moses 

Mr. S.P. Paul 

Mr. A. Arun Jacob 

Dr. Vijit Koshy Cherian 

Mrs. Saroja Bai J. 

Mrs. Susanna Premalatha Samuel 

Mrs. Sheeba Roshan 

Mr. Gerald Joshua Divyaprabhu 

Mr. Jewel Solomon Devanand 

Mrs. Nisha Jeethendra 

 

 

 

   

  

 

The Rt. Rev. Dr. J. George Stephen 
Bishop in Madras 

 

Rev. Dr. V. Paul Birla 
Presbyter-in-charge 

 
Mr. Milton Sigamoney 
Mr. Ajit Stanley Moses 

Lay Readers 

             Mr. Stephen Michael A. 
             Secretary 

Mr. Benjamin Hastings 
Treasurer 
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WORSHIP SERVICES – PLAN FOR APRIL 2020 

Date and  
Time 

Day Services and Preacher Theme Stewards for Bible 
Reading and Offertory 

5.4.2020 
8:00 am 

 
 
 

The Sixth 
Sunday of Lent 

Palm Sunday 

 
Service on Zoom call: 
Sermon: Rev. Dr. V. Paul Birla 
 

 
 
Christ: the 
King of peace 

Zechariah 9: 1 – 12  
Ephesians 2: 11 – 22 
Psalm 24 
St. Mark 11: 1 – 11 
 
Mr. & Mrs. Roopsingh 
Immanuel and family 
 

9.4.2020 
7:00 pm 

Maundy 
Thursday 

 
Service on Zoom call: 
Celebrant: Rev. Dr. V. Paul Birla 
Sermon: Rev. Benjamin 
Christian 

 

Christ: the life-
giving Bread 

Exodus 12: 12 – 20 
I Corinthians 11: 23 – 29 
Psalm 116 
St. John 6: 47 – 58 
 

10.4.2020 
12 noon 

Good Friday  
Service on Zoom call: 
Three-hour meditation on the 
Seven Words from the Cross: 
 
Celebrant: Rev. Dr. V. Paul Birla 
Sermons: Rev. Dr. V. Paul Birla, 
Mr. Ajit Stanley Moses, Mrs. 
Nirmala Stephen, Dr. Z. Edward 
Kennedy, Mr. Swithun 
Manoharan, Mr. Ashvin 
Dhyriam, Mr. Milton Sigamoney 

 
Cross: self- 
giving love 

Isaiah 52:13, 53:12 
I Peter 2: 21 – 25 
Psalm 22 
St. Mark 15: 22 – 41 



33 

 

11.4.2020 

11:30 pm * 

 
 

12.4.2020 
 

*tentative. 

Exact time 
will be 
intimated 
thro’ SMS 

 

Holy Saturday 

Easter Eve 

Easter Sunday 

The First 
Sunday of 

Easter 

 
Service on Zoom call: 
Easter festival service 
Celebrant: Rev. Dr. V. Paul Birla 
Sermon: Rev. Dr. V. Paul Birla 
 
 
 

 
 

Resurrection: 
celebrating life 

in Jesus 

I Kings 17: 17 – 24 
I Corinthians 15: 42 – 58  
Psalm 118:1 – 4, 14 – 17  
St. Luke 24: 1 – 12 
 
Mr. & Mrs. James 
Thiraviaraj and family 
 

19.4.2020 
7:30 am 

 
 
 

6.00 pm 

The Second 
Sunday of 

Easter 

 

 
Sung Eucharist: 
Celebrant: Rev. Dr. V. Paul Birla 
Sermon: Rev. Dr. V. Paul Birla 
 
Evensong: 
Sermon: Mr. Milton Sigamoney 

 

Affirmation of 
Christ as Lord 

and God 

Exodus 3: 13 – 17  
Colossians 1: 15 – 23 
Psalm 93 
St. John 20: 24 – 29  
 
Mr. & Mrs. Premkumar 
Samuel and family 

26.4.2020 
7:30 am 

 
 
 

6.00 pm 

The Third 
Sunday of 

Easter 

 
Sung Eucharist: 
Celebrant: Rev. Dr. V. Paul Birla 
Sermon: Mr. Ajit Stanley Moses 
 
Evensong: 
Sermon: Rev. Dr. V. Paul Birla 

 

Invitation to 
Christ’s 

hospitality  

Genesis 18: 1 – 10 
Hebrews 13: 1 – 8 
Psalm 15 
St. John 21: 1 – 14  
 
Mr. & Mrs. Ashok Vincent 
and family 


