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Dearly beloved of the Lord, 
 
I greet you all in the sweet name of our loving Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ.  Our God is so good to us 
and enabled us to enter another Lenten season.  Our 
Church fathers devised this season for us to walk 
closer with the Lord – in order to receive His richest 
blessings in our lives and to live for God’s glory. 

During the Lenten season, nature teaches us many good lessons as 
plants, trees and creepers shed their dry leaves and sprout new ones.  
Likewise, we as God’s children must rid ourselves of all bad habits and 
evil desires and grow in the Lord’s grace more and more in this time. 
 
We must use this Lenten season wisely by spending time in Prayer, 
Repentance, Fasting and Almsgiving. 
 

• Prayer is the lifeblood for the children of God.  Psalm 65:2 says our 
God is a prayer-asking God. Prayer gives more strength to live for 
God’s glory.  We should make prayer charts and pray for the needs of 
our nation, leaders, missions, diseases, natural calamities, famine, 
flood, earthquake, economic prosperity, peace etc.  As God’s children 
we will spend more time in prayer and receive God’s blessings and 
spiritual growth in our lives too.  John 14: 14 says “If you ask anything 
in My Name I will give you”.  Through prayer we can get whatever we 
ask. 

• Repentance is very important for God’s children.  The forerunner of 
Jesus Christ’s ministry is John the Baptist.   He preached to the 
people to repent from their sinful living.  Jesus Christ also preached 
the same message to the people to repent from their sins.  We as 
God’s children must use this season to repent from our sins and start 
new life which Jesus Christ gives. 

• Fasting helps us to grow more and more in our spiritual life.  Our 
Lord Jesus Christ prayed 40 days and 40 nights in order to get new 
strength from our Heavenly Father.  The people from Nineveh also 
prayed with fasting.  Fasting prayers helps us to overcome our flesh 
and worldly desires.  As we fast and pray, we will gain new spiritual 
strength to magnify God’s glory in our lives.  

•    In Christian life, almsgiving is important.  We should help the needy 
without advertisement.  A great man of God, the Archbishop of 
Canterbury William Temple said, “The Church is the only institution 
which exists for its non-members”.  As followers of Jesus Christ we 
must also live for the needy.  Sharing of life is a mission.  We should 
always share God-given resources with the needy. By doing so, we 
will accomplish the will of God in our lives. 
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May our good Lord touch us, enable us to grow in faith during the Lenten 
days and help us to walk closer with Him.   

Yours in His joyful service,  
Rev. Dr. V. Paul Birla 

Presbyter-in-charge and Chairman 

 
 

Self-denial Hundies (Mite Boxes) are available at the Church entrance.  
Pick up one for your family, to collect your sacrificial offerings. You can 
offer the same on Good Friday, praising God for all the blessings of the 
Lenten season. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Lenten Retreat 2020 
 
Rev. Benjamin Christian, National Director - Far East Broadcasting 
Associate (FEBA) India will be the guest speaker. 
 
Date: Sunday, 8 March 2020 
Time: 8.15 am to 12 noon 
 
Pray, Plan and Participate 
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REDEEM THE TIME 
 

On the last Friday in February, even as one part of 
the country was ravaged by protests and state-
sponsored violence – thanks to the new Citizenship 

Act – a group of miscreants from a pro-Hindu outfit entered the Cathedral 
Museum at Santhome Basilica, charging that some articles on display 
were from ancient temples destroyed by the Portuguese. The police 
were alerted and visitors to the Basilica had to be screened before they 
could enter the historic premises. 
 
While that’s a sad reflection of the hatred we see on the Internet spilling 
on to real life, it’s also a wake-up call for us, to take stock of the 
dangerous times we live in. Globally too, hatred and intolerance is 
rearing its ugly head as the former U.S. Secretary of State and national 
security adviser Condoleezza Rice recently warned of “… the rise of 
what I call the four horsemen of the apocalypse: populism, nativism (not 
nationalism), isolationism and protectionism,” that once “led to a Great 
Depression and a Great War. Today, they are riding again.” 
 
The holy season of Lent, and the three pillars it is based on – Prayer, 
Fasting and Almsgiving – are so designed to help us look inward 
spiritually, to repent, renew and prepare ourselves for God’s Kingdom. 
Don Whitney in his book, ‘Spiritual Disciplines for the Christian Life’ 
urges us to use time wisely. “See then that you walk circumspectly, not 
as fools but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are evil” – 
Ephesians 5: 15 & 16. 
 
“Paul may have exhorted the Christians at Ephesus to make the most of 
their time because he and/or the Ephesians were experiencing 
persecution or opposition (such as in Acts 19:23-20:1). In any event, we 
need to use every moment with wisdom “because the days are evil” still” 
says Don Whitney. 
 
“Even without the kind of persecution or opposition known by the 
Christians of Paul’s day, the world we live in is not conducive to using 
time wisely, especially for purposes of spirituality and Godliness. In fact, 
our days are days of active evil. There are great thieves of time that are 
minions of the world, the flesh, and the Devil. They may range in form 
from high-tech, socially acceptable preoccupations to simple, idle talk or 
ungoverned thoughts. But the natural course of our minds, our bodies, 
our world, and our days leads us toward evil, not toward Christlikeness.” 
 
As Pope Francis said, “Lent comes providentially to reawaken us, to 
shake us from our lethargy” – are we receptive to its call? 

Fabiola Jacob 
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Featured on our cover this month is the beautiful 
Evangelical Church in Hallstatt, Austria, 
photographed by Cherubina Daisy. 
 
A note on the Evangelical Church in Hallstatt, Austria, 
that my mother and I visited in December 2019: 
 

How lovely is Your tabernacle, O Lord of hosts! 
My soul longs, yes, even faints for the courts of the Lord; 
My heart and my flesh cry out for the living God. 
Psalm 84:1,2 
 
Nestled between the towering Alps, in a tiny village of 780 inhabitants, 
the Evangelical Church in Hallstatt, Austria, welcomes you with this 
beautiful verse engraved in German at its entrance. Rich in history, this 
church sits on the shores of a pristine white lake and is an emblem of 
beauty, serenity, and resilience.  
 
It was initially built as a prayer house in 1863, with nary a bell or tower, 
and acted as a place of refuge for the Protestants in the village during 
the late 1700s, during the troubled years following the Reformation. 
Eventually, as and when sufficient funds were available, the prayer 
house was transformed into a church.  
 
An interesting fact about the church is that the parishioners helped in its 
construction, taking turns amongst themselves in transforming the prayer 
hall into a church. From the oak wood altar that was designed by director 
Bölleritzer and manufactured in the local timber school, to the intricately 
colored altarpiece that was a gift from the academic painter von Binzer, 
every part in the Evangelical church was put together through the helping 
hands of the villagers. Four church bells were brought in from the 
country's capital - Vienna, an organ was recovered, and the church was 
finally made whole.  
 
However, disaster struck during the early 1900s in the form of several 
wars, and the church's bells and pipe organ were dismantled, melted 
down and refashioned as weapons. These were slowly recovered over 
the years after the wars, yet again with the help of the parishioners.  
 
Looking at this idyllic Neo-Gothic Church today, the decades of toil are 
not apparent. Standing tall on the shores of Lake Hallstatt, the spire of 
this church provides a welcoming sight that acts as a beacon to the 
visitors of this peaceful Austrian town. In my eyes, this simple but 
magnificent church on the shore is the embodiment of the Christian spirit, 
standing testament to the fact that any obstacle can be overcome, 
together as a church. 

Cherubina Daisy 



8 

 

DAYS AND NIGHTS 

When the Lord decided to destroy the earth, it 
rained for forty days and nights, 
Moses tarried for forty days and nights on Mount 
Sinai away from people’s sight; 
‘The Lord’s eyes should be kept open day and night on this temple’, 
Solomon prayed, 
Job’s friends for seven days and nights with him on the ground stayed. 
 
Elijah walked to Horeb, forty days and nights, with the strength of a meal 
from a dish, 
Jonah stayed for three days and nights in the belly of a fish; 
Jacob cried for Joseph day and night and could not be consoled, 
Jeremiah cried day and night when the Israelites were to Babylon sold. 
 
Jesus was taken to the wilderness by the Holy Spirit, 
For forty days and nights Jesus fasted and prayed, which was a merit; 
Satan was there to tempt, subdue and sin to make, 
Jesus never allowed Satan to Him overtake. 

Prema Jayasundar 
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ANNOUNCEMENT – CHURCH CONSTITUTION 
 
The Church Constitution has been amended and is available in the 
Church Office for reference. A Suggestions, Complaints and 
Commendations book is also available in the Church Office. Members of 
the congregation can make entries in this book. 

Pastorate Committee  

 
 

WRITE TO US! 
Do you have a comment on the articles, a fresh 
new idea or feedback about the EanMe that 
you would like to share with other readers? Mail 
it to stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com with 
‘EanMe MailBox’ in the subject. The best letters 
will be published in the next issue of the 
EanMe. 

 

PRAYER POINTS 
Have a prayer point that you would like to share with our 
Church prayer group? Please drop it in the box at the main 
door of our Church, so that it can be included in the prayer list.  
Our Church prayer group meets on the first and third Sunday 
of every month, at 7.15 pm in Church, to pray for general and 
specific needs. You are welcome to join the group.  

 

GEMS FROM THE BIBLE 
 
Put them in your heart-bank – 
memorize and use them! 

• Stop being stubborn and proud. – 
Psalm 75:5 

• Every morning, tell the Lord, “Thank You for your kindness” and every 
evening, rejoice in His faithfulness. – Psalm 92:2 

• Trust God all the time, for He can help. – Psalm 62:8 

• Think about all you can praise God for and be glad about it. – Phil 4:8 

• Honour your father and mother. – Deut 5:16  

Premella Soundarapandian 
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 SHOULD I PERFORM STUNTS IN NIAGARA FALLS  
TO GO TO HEAVEN? 

 
A guide once informed tourists at Niagara Falls that the sound intensity 
of this largest waterfall is so high that even 20 supersonic planes passing 
by cannot be heard.  Then he instructed the ladies to keep quiet so that 
they could hear the falls! 
 
Jokes apart, let’s look at a few facts about the Niagara.  The beauty of 
the Niagara Falls can be enjoyed from the US side only by 30% and from 
Ontario City, Canada by 70%.  Further, the facility of going to the top of 
the sky scrapper, Skylon Tower, to get an eagle’s eye view of the fall is 
possible at Ontario.   
 
The best tourist attraction is `Maid of the Mist’ cruise from American side 
and Hornblower Cruise from the Canadian side, which carry passengers 
up to the falls.  You would be drenched with water and joy!  Panoramic 
and aerial views of the falls can also be enjoyed from a helicopter.  From 
the Canadian side, spectacular floodlights illuminate both sides of the 
falls, and fireworks start from 10 pm.   
  
Since 1829, several people started jumping into the gorge below the falls 
or swimming downriver from the falls or going over the falls in a barrel. 
But only a few survived to face charges as these stunts without 
permission are illegal.   
 
The famous stunt act of walking a tightrope across the gorge was done 
by Blondin in 1859.  He repeated it 8 times, the most difficult one being 
when he carried his Manager Harry on his back.  His final act was 
witnessed by the Prince of Wales.  He was followed by a 23-year-old 
Italian woman, Maria Spelterini who repeated it several times and once 
blindfolded too. 
 
Many more attempted to perform various stunts. They’ve been crazy 
enough to do these things so that they could be associated with the 
history of the Niagara Falls.  But on the contrary, to get associated with 
the King of Kings and enter into the kingdom of Heaven, we need not 
perform any stunts.  There are only a few conditions… 
 

• Confess and believe in God’s resurrection (Romans 10:9) 

• We should be converted and become as little children (Matt.18:3)   

• Let us follow His commandments (Rev.22:14) 

• `Do the will of My Father’ as advised by Jesus in Matthew 7:21.   

• We should be persecuted for righteousness sake (Matt.5:10).   
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The most difficult part of bearing our sins on the cross was undertaken 
by Jesus Christ and we are simply saved by His grace and mercy. 
 
“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of 
yourselves; it is the gift of God!”—Eph. 2: 8. 

 
Ventriloquist Shanthakumar 
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J. R. DHANRAJ – A TRIBUTE 
 

I was shocked to hear the news of dear Dhanraj uncle passing away on 
16 Feb 2020.  
 
He was a wonderful man whom I've known since my sister Sunita and I 
were kids. Our parents Col Chinniah and Nalini were in Jabalpur as Dad 
was posted there. We met Dhanraj uncle, Suguna aunty, Deepa, 
Santosh and Kavita in Christ Church, Jabalpur. They used to come to 
church on his Lambretta scooter. If I remember correctly, uncle was with 
Shaw Wallace Company then. We used to visit them in their Napier 
Town home after church, and uncle would insist we have lunch before 
we left. We have spent many wonderful Christmases with them and the 
Milton Thomas family. We generally travelled together to Chennai on the 
Grand Trunk Express on holidays, spending 30 long hours together. The 
train stopped for a mere 2 minutes in our station and we had to struggle 
to get inside with our suitcases. Uncle used to push us all in first. 
 
Even after my parents settled in Chennai, they kept in touch and their 
strong bonding has lasted two generations. Though they couldn't meet 
that frequently, they always spoke over the phone, remembered 
birthdays and anniversaries and kept themselves updated about their 
respective families. 
 
Uncle was very loving and warm. He built every relationship with 
diligence and maintained it till the end. He loved his children and Suguna 
aunty a lot. So much so that he didn't let aunty do any work outside their 
home. He doted on his grandchildren and they loved him back so much, 
they spent all their summer holidays with him and aunty.  
 
He was always very helpful. Anyone from Jabalpur who was new to 
Chennai, was always made comfortable in Uncle's care. He loved his 
extended family a lot and was there for everyone. 
 
Not many may remember that Dhanraj uncle had served in the Indian 
Army on a short service commission. And he never lost his military 
bearing till he passed on! 
 
Like a true military man, he was always on time everywhere. Especially 
to Church. 
 
I fondly remember his vibrant singing of the hymns during the service 
sitting in the third row on the left. And his smiling, enthusiastic greeting of 
everyone during the passing of peace.  I always looked forward to 
meeting him after service when he would affectionately greet me with 
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"Ammu, eppadima irukke, Mappillai enga posted ippo?" followed by a 
great big hug. 
 
Dhanraj uncle was full of life. He scared us once long back when he was 
admitted to a Chennai hospital. But he bounced back with his usual 
verve. He kept himself updated on every new development especially in 
his erstwhile organisations!  
 
Sad to see uncle go but happy he's safe with our Lord. Stay strong 
Suguna aunty, Deepa, Santosh, Kavita, he'll always be there with you.  
 
"Life has to end. Love doesn't." May God comfort you all. 

Sujata Pavamani 
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PEACE THAT PASSETH UNDERSTANDING 
 

 As per the Anglican tradition of the 
church, we have passed on peace to 
the one beside and behind, until the 
day, when to whom we passed on for 
years together went to be with the 
Lord, The Prince of Peace. The 
memory of it is so special and 
precious now. 

 
Dhanraj Annan was indisputably a Church man. Never a dull moment 
when you worship next to him. Alert and absorbing every part of the 
worship service, he always had made and kept time to be at the Temple 
of the Lord.  
 
Annan and Suguna ka, never seen one without the other, were our 
neighbours in the pews. As we kneel down in preparation for the Holy 
Communion, from now on, it will be “not thyself Lord but my neighbour”, 
we lift them to the throne of Grace at this hour. 
 
Dhanraj Annan, an unassuming person never claimed or took credit for 
any work for His Kingdom. He was always there but not always seen. In 
quietness of the spirit they were an ardent and adorable couple. Families 
and fellowships were their strength and so it is for their three children.  
 
For Dhanraj Annan, family lines, lineage and heritage was a passion. 
Nevertheless for those in the fellowship, we do share the bloodline of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ - all those who have been washed by His 
Blood. With us he was not just passionate but had a binding and bonding 
relationship with Christ as the Head.  
 
Annan, many a time I have not noticed him, for he never walks into a 
crowd and never seen arriving late. He left in quietness too, but he is 
being missed and his absence is highly noticed.  
 
Praying that the Lord will strengthen Suguna ka and the children Deepa, 
Santosh, Kavitha and their families. John 14: 27 “Peace I leave with you, 
my Peace I give to you …Let not your heart be troubled. ” 
 
From now on, The Passing of Peace will mean a lot to us and so will it be 
for all of us at STEC, for we are a family in Him. 

Nirmala Stephen 
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TRIBUTE TO JOHN EBINEZER – OUR DEAR SEXTON 
 

Nothing can prepare us for the passing away of a loved one.  Be it an 
accident or a sustained illness, it always catches us off-guard.  And with 
every loss comes immeasurable grief.  With a heavy heart I write this 
tribute... 
 
I have known John since the time he joined our church as sexton - more 
than eleven years ago.  He joined our church as a bachelor and married 
Prema, a year later. Many of us have treated him like a family member.  
As far as I know, they were one happy family living in this campus.  The 
best quality in John that I observed was that, he was very trustworthy 
with all matters concerning the church.  He had a watchful eye over 
everything and everyone, especially the children who entered the 
campus and was always polite and cordial.  He was respectful to all the 
seniors of our church and voluntarily helped them whenever they were in 
need.  He was loved by the congregation. 
 
John worked at a florist before he came here, and so he knew almost 
everything about flowers and their names, and before that in a 
pharmacy, so he was familiar with medicines too.  He had a passion for 
cooking and he taught Prema to cook. He would prepare some 
delicacies and bring it to the church office and share it with us.  He never 
failed to visit our family on his wedding anniversary and birthdays along 
with his family with some dish, and share his joy and happiness with us. 
He always cracked little jokes and he knew how to break any tension or 
dispute with a quick and witty comment. He was a jolly and funny man. 
His vibrant presence will truly be missed.  
 
He loved his family a lot and like any parent, wanted the best for his 
children. He was thankful for his family and was immensely proud of 
Joshua and Shirley.  Little did he or anyone know that he would be called 
to be with the Lord so soon.   
 
It is very difficult to find the right words to pay tribute and any amount of 
words we say cannot comfort John’s family.  But the Bible says in 
Revelation 21:4 “He will wipe every tear from their eyes.  There will be no 
more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has 
passed away.” 
 
God knows the pain, suffering and loss that Prema and the children are 
facing now.  May God grant peace and comfort to them as Matthew 5:4 
says “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.” 
May God be with the family and be their guide and shelter.  
Rest in peace, dear John.      

    Gemina Martin
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‘HIDE THEM IN YOUR HEART' - A SCRIPTURE CHALLENGE! 
 
Can you memorize Psalm 119:17-24 before 28 March 2020? 
 
If this offer appeals to you, please approach 
Roshan Soundarapandian (Mobile No: 98403 
88365) - a surprise awaits you! 
The winners will be announced in next month's 
EanMe!  
Of course, prizes would follow! 
Anyone can rise to the opportunity - no age limit 
– all the best!  
 
Why the Scripture Challenge? 
There is no other single discipline in Christian life that is more rewarding 
than memorizing Scripture. Our prayer life will be strengthened. Our 
witnessing will be sharper and effective. Our attitude and perspective will 
begin to change. Our mind will become alert, observant and confident, 
enhancing our faith in ourselves and in God. 
 
We need to hide God's Word in our hearts so that we don't sin against 
Him. Carrying Scripture in our hands and also in our hearts is a way to 
cherish God's Word, creating an amazing opportunity to meditate on the 
truth and hastening the process of transforming us into Christ-likeness. 
When we fill our minds with the Word of God, we build a barrier between 
us and the enemy. The more verses you memorize, the barricade 
becomes higher and stronger. 

 
The Word of God brings us wisdom, strength and 
hope. It gives assurance, solace, power and 
authority. Above all we will enjoy peace of mind. So 
come, let's indulge in this overwhelming experience! 
 

Winners:  

Name 
  

Jan 2020 Feb 2020 

Psalm 119:1-8 Psalm 119:9-16 

Anahera Phoebe David  

Ezekiel David  

Felicia Williams  

Hannah Cheryl Daniel  

Iris Manoharan  

Jaden Johnsson Dhyriam  

Jadon Titus Muller  
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Jason Travis Daniel  

Jemima Thilagan  

Jonathan Ethan Dhyriam  

Joshua Emmanuel  

Keturah Manoharan  

Latha Chittaranjan  

Manya Lily Malhotra  

Mercy Roshan  

Pamela Bridget Wilson  

Priya Muller  

Ranjini Inbaraj  

Rohan Abraham Stanley  

Santhosh Dhyriam  

Shekinah Tanya Dhyriam  

Shreya Dhyriam  

Sushma Anna Mathew  

Zoey Emmanuel  
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TOO SOON TO QUIT – by WARREN. W. WIERSBE 

The following is a continuation of 
my review of Warren Wiersbe’s 
“Too soon to quit” – that was 
published in the February 2020 
EanMe.  
 

Thanks to the Almighty, I am able to continue this article even as I 
celebrated my 80th birthday in Feb 2020. Though I have been quitting so 
many responsibilities without completing them, God’s inspiration is 
working strong on me, and I wish the same inspiration to all the readers 
of this article. 
 
The next character - the 10th person in the book - is Nehemiah “the 
leader”. According to Warren Wiersbe, “if ever a servant of the Lord 
deserved a diamond studded platinum and gold medal for persistence in 
finishing a tough job in a dangerous place, that person is Nehemiah”. He 
gave up a comfortable and influential job as cupbearer to the King of 
Persia to go to the ruined city of Jerusalem, where he built the walls and 
reset the gates, so the city could get moving again. It was known to God 
what he was doing. Nehemiah stands out as one of the finest leaders in 
the gallery of Bible successes and books have been written about the 
leadership principles that guided him. However, the author wants to 
focus on only one aspect of his life and ministry and that is his “balance”. 
Nobody can excel in everything, but most of us can work at balancing 
things so that the job gets done. 
 
Nehemiah did a marvelous balancing act with six pairs of ingredients that 
together brought him success. 
 
Balancing the old and new: “A skill especially needed today is to know 
how to balance the old and new. Like the ancient Athenians, their battle 
cry is “Give us something new” (Acts 17:21). But “those who do not 
remember the past are condemned to repeat it”. People forget that not 
only the Gospel message but the whole Word of God, was handed down 
to us from the past (I Cor. 15: 1 – 8) and that believers today are to take 
this truth and pass it on to others (2 Tim 2:2) 
 
Nehemiah lived in the present but deeply respected the past. He loved 
his nation Israel and wept over the ruins of Jerusalem. Nehemiah rebuilt 
to guarantee the future and not to glorify the past.  “Salvation is from the 
Jews” Jerusalem was the stage. God chose for the greatest events and 
the most serious divisions that would ever occur on earth. A 
congregation without an appreciation for their past gradually tears down 
the spiritual walks of the church and jeopardizes their future. God never 
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rejects anything just because it is old, or automatically blesses it just 
because it is new. 
 
Balancing the Word and prayer: “We will give our attention to prayer and 
the ministry of the Word” (Acts 6:4). Moses met God on the mountain 
and then taught God’s Word to the people in the camp. Samuel had the 
same burden - without failing to pray for you and I will teach you the way 
that is good and right. (I Sam. 12:23). Jesus also taught his disciples the 
word and prayed for them. Nehemiah also knew how to balance the 
Word of God and prayer. The Word helps us to pray, and our prayer help 
us better understand the Word of God. Nehemiah could address the King 
on earth because, he knew to approach the King in Heaven. 
 
Balancing vision and knowledge: Nehemiah balanced vision with 
knowledge. We should survey the situation with the eyes of faith and not 
with just our human eyes for assessment. Unbelief sees the obstacles, 
but faith sees the opportunity. (I Cor 16: 8 – 9) Don’t be afraid of the 
facts. The more you know about your situation, the better you can pray 
and the wiser you will be in handing the problems. Facts are facts and 
faith is faith, and the two meet in the hearts of people who know the word 
of God and know how to pray. 
 
Balancing leading and serving: Nehemiah was both a leader and a 
servant and this balance is very important when Nehemiah was 
appointed as Governor he did not choose to enjoy the facilities, but he 
stepped in with workers. We lead by serving and serve by leading. 
Nehemiah was an example to everyone, of sacrifice and service. (Phil. 2: 
17 – 18)  
 
Balancing building and guarding: Nehemiah was aware of the 
importance of both building and guarding. He took a new approach of 
fear when enemies surrounded him. Nehemiah posted armed guards to 
work on the wall. When half of the men worked on the wall, the other half 
guarded the workers. 
 
“To pray and not to watch is presumption” said Charles Spurgeon and 
watching without praying is equally futile. How tragic it is when careless 
Christians don’t guard the spiritual treasures. “Their unconcern only 
allows the enemy to steal there. We must maintain balance. Blessed are 
the Balanced. 
 
Balancing blessings & burdens:  Jerusalem had to balance burdens with 
blessings as they lived and worked in the Holy city. It was a special 
privilege to work on the walls and gates, and help beautify and fortify the 
one city that was closest to their hearts. Parents have to watch their 
children lest they innocently investigate the construction site and get 
injured. We must remember that the problems of life are not solved by 
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looking up to the mountains but by looking higher and seeing Jesus by 
faith (Heb. 12: 1 – 2 ) 
 
Need balanced leaders: There appears to be a shortage of leaders in the 
world today - not only in the political arena but also in the spiritual field. 
Experience has been replaced by experiments and the amateurs seen to 
be in charge. Nehemiah was tempted to compromise but he did not. He 
did not quit but he kept going on. 
 
No one can cheat you out of ultimate success but yourself. It means to 
be resolute inside and outside with ourselves and with others. Along with 
Nehemiah, we would also agree with that, and it helps to have some 
balance. 
 
Let us resolve to practice the same six principles used by Nehemiah, in 
our Christian life. 

Condensed by Gnanaoli David 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The prayer of St. Ephrem – for the Lenten season 
O Lord and Master of my life! Keep from me the spirit of sloth and faint-
heartedness, lust of power and idle talk. 
But give rather the spirit of chastity, humility, patience, and love to Thy 
servant.  
Yea, O Lord and King! Grant me to see my own errors and not to judge 
my brother; For Thou art blessed unto ages of ages. Amen. 



21 

 

THOMAS HODSON – 
THE MISSIONARY-ARTIST 

 
Thomas Hodson was a Wesleyan missionary 
who served in India in the Wesleyan Canarese 
Mission, at the Bangalore Petah and Gubbi and 

helped run the first Wesleyan Mission Canarese school in the erstwhile 
Mysore State. A linguist and a Kannada scholar, Thomas Hodson was 
also fluent in Tamil and Bengali and he helped in establishing the 
Wesleyan Canarese Chapel (now the Hudson Memorial Church) at 
Nagarthpete in the Bangalore Petah.  
 
History 
Thomas Hodson was born in 1804, at North Scarle, Lincolnshire, 
England. In 1829, he came to India as a missionary of the Wesleyan 
Mission. Initially he was stationed in Calcutta between 1829-1833, where 
he learnt Bengali for nearly 3 years. Between 1833-1836, he was 
transferred to Bangalore, where he learnt Canarese and Tamil. In 1836, 
he was appointed to Mysore, and then to Gubbi in 1837, and was back in 
Mysore, between 1838-1843. In 1843, he returned to England due to bad 
health. However, in 1853, he returned to India, and was appointed the 
Chairman and Superintendent of the Wesleyan Canarese Mission in the 
Mysore District. In 1864, Hodson wrote An Elementary Grammar of the 
Kannada, or Canarese Language, a treatise on the grammar of the 
Kannada language. Hodson left India in March 1878 for England, where 
he died on 9 September 1882. 
 
In Bangalore 
In 1832, Hodson was appointed to Bangalore, along with Peter Percival 
(featured in ‘Missionary Spotlight’ last month). The Wesleyan Mission 
had already been established in the Bangalore Cantonment in 1819 and 
services were conducted in Tamil and English at the Chapel (the present 
Wesley Tamil Church, Haines Road). Wesleyan missionaries were 
expected to take up the dual task of educating and preaching to the 
locals.  
 
Arriving in Bangalore from Calcutta, Thomas Hodson and his wife Mary 
Ann temporarily lived at the Wesleyan Mission House at the Bangalore 
Cantonment, along with Rev. Hardy. His initial days were spent learning 
Kannada and Tamil. In particular, Hodson intended to follow the example 
of the American missionaries in Ceylon and establish an extensive 
educational system in Bangalore. 
 
Around this time, Hodson decided to start a Mission at Gubbi - a native 
town in the Mysore Kingdom – as he found that his time and efforts were 
taken away in preaching to the British and European officers, and he 
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could not concentrate on the local population. However, the Gubbi 
mission was temporarily abandoned and Hodson returned to Bangalore.  
 
Wesleyan Canarese Mission 
According to William Arthur, another Wesleyan missionary who also 
served at Gubbi, the Wesleyan Canarese Mission was located in the 
Bangalore Petah, at about 3 miles from the Wesleyan Tamil Mission 
house. The land for the Wesleyan Canarese Mission was obtained by 
Thomas Hodson, and was located just outside one of the town gates. 
Initially, it was a school with a school room which served as the 
residence of the school master. The school provided English education 
and considerable number of students were enrolled. The missionaries 
started to preach in the streets of the petah in the early hours of the day. 
The sermon was simple Christian concepts such as unity of God, 
atonement of Christ, etc. 
 
In 1834, Hodson purchased about 20 acres of land, just outside the 
Bangalore Petah (the current United Mission School and College, Unity 
Buildings, etc.). In the same year, Hodson had to take up the role of 
Supervisor of the Wesleyan Tamil Mission. During his tenure, he started 
an Anglo-Tamil school in the Bangalore Civil and Military Station. The 
reputation of the school spread, and several respected Hindu gentlemen 
of the Petah, requested Hodson to open a Canarese School in the 
Petah. Hence, a room was rented within the Fort walls and Canarese 
(Kannada) school was started. In this room, Hodson preached his first 
sermon in Canarese in 1835. 
 
In 1856, Thomas Hodson described Bangalore as consisting of two parts 
- the Cantonment where the soldiers lived and Tamil was primarily 
spoken, and the Old Town or the native town (Bangalore Pete) where 
Kannada was the main language. In both parts a total of 130,000 Indians 
lived.  
 
Hodson moved back to Gubbi, living out in a tent, when Rev. Thomas 
Cryer took over as the Supervisor of the Wesleyan Tamil Mission. He 
recorded the experiences of the Gubbi Mission in his book ‘Old Daniel, 
or, Memoir of a converted Hindoo: with observations on mission work in 
the Goobbe circuit and description of village life in India’, (excerpted here 
in ‘BookShelf’ on page 25) which provides an excellent account of village 
life in the 19th century Mysore State. Profusely illustrated with delightful 
sketches, the book is now available on Amazon. 
 
Thomas Hodson's sketches 
Thomas Hodson also made several sketches about life in the Bangalore 
Petah and the Mysore State. Many of these were published as 
engravings in the 'Wesleyan Juvenile Offering'. The original colour 
sketches are now in museums and private collections. Some of Hodson's  
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sketches are with the Museum of Sydney, The Rocks. A few are printed 
here. 

Courtesy: www.peoplepill.com 
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WHEN I SURVEY THE WONDROUS CROSS 
  

One Sunday afternoon the young Isaac Watts (1674-
1748) was complaining about the deplorable hymns 
that were sung at church. At that time, metered 
renditions of the Psalms were intoned by a cantor 
and then repeated by the congregation. His father, 

the pastor of the church, rebuked him with "I'd like to see you write 
something better!" As legend has it, Isaac retired to his room and 
appeared several hours later with his first hymn, and it was 
enthusiastically received at the Sunday evening service the same night. 
 
With over 600 hymns to his credit—many of them classics like "When I 
survey the wondrous Cross"—Isaac Watts has rightfully earned the title, 
"the father of English hymnody." This hymn, which is known as Watts' 
crowning achievement, was first published in Hymns and Spiritual 
Songs, 1707 and was matched with such tunes as "Rockingham" written 
by Edward Miller, the son of a stone mason who ran away from home to 
become a musician, later becoming a flutist in Handel's orchestra.  
 
Though “When I survey the wondrous Cross” was intended originally as 
a communion hymn, it gives us plenty to contemplate during this Lenten 
season as our focus is on the Cross of Christ. The hymn is said to be 
based on Galatians 6:14 (“May I never boast except in the cross of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been crucified to me, and 
I to the world.”) which is evident in a verse that Watts eliminated from 
later editions of the hymn: 
 
His dying crimson, like a robe,  
Spreads o’er His body on the Tree; 
Then am I dead to all the globe, 
And all the globe is dead to me. 
 
Perhaps Watts eliminated this verse in order to focus more attention on 
our response to Christ’s crucifixion than the crucifixion itself. Notice how 
he starts with contemplation of the Cross and the fact that all our worldly 
achievements and possessions pale in comparison. Next he shows that 
Christ went to the cross out of love for us. In the most powerful image of 
the hymn, he affirms the deity of the suffering Christ with the brilliant 
juxtaposition: “Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, or thorns compose so 
rich a crown?” And the last verse shows that the only proper response to 
this amazing love is complete devotion. 
 
Take some time during Lent to meditate upon, or even memorize, the 
words of this hymn and see if it works in you a new understanding of the 
depth of Christ's love.  
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When I survey the wondrous Cross 
On which the Prince of glory died, 
My richest gain I count but loss, 
And pour contempt on all my pride. 
 
Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast 
Save in the Cross of Christ, my God. 
All the vain things that charm me most, 
I sacrifice them to His Blood. 
 
See from His head, His hands, His feet, 
Sorrow and love flow mingling down. 
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet 
Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 
 
Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
That were an offering far too small. 
Love so amazing, so Divine, 
Demands my soul, my life, my all. 
 
To Christ, Who won for sinners grace 
By bitter grief and anguish sore 
Be praise from all the ransomed race 
For ever and for evermore. 
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PHILIPP MELANCHTHON (1497-1560) 
 
A German Lutheran reformer, collaborator 
with Martin Luther, the first systematic 
theologian of the Protestant Reformation and 
intellectual leader of the Lutheran Reformation, Philipp Melanchthon was 
also an influential designer of educational systems. He stands next to 
Luther and John Calvin as a reformer, theologian, and moulder of 
Protestantism.  
 
Early life 
Philipp Melanchthon (originally Philipp Schwartzerdt) was born on 
February 16, 1497 in Bretten. Because of the provision of his 
grandfather, Melanchthon received a thorough education, most notably 
receiving instruction in Latin by Johannes Unger from Pforzheim. 
 
After the deaths of his father and grandfather at the age of 11, he was 
sent to relatives in Pforzheim. He did exceptionally well at the Latin 
school. Melanchthon began studying at the University in Heidelberg in 
1509, receiving his first degree of B.A. only two years later. On 
September 17, 1512, he continued his studies at the University of 
Tübingen. He studied astronomy, music, arithmetic, and geometry; 
learned Greek, Hebrew, and Latin; read the ancient writers; and worked 
through the new pedagogical concepts and writings of Rudolf Agricola on 
logic and dialectics. 
 
Melanchthon ended his studies there in 1514 with the title Magister. 
Already during his studies, Melanchthon published his first works, 
including his Greek grammar, which appeared in 1518 and, by 1544, had 
seen nineteen editions. 
 
The Philosopher-Theologian 
Luther's "95 Theses" in 1517 were an important influence in 
Melanchthon's work from that time forward. In 1518, Melanchthon went 
to the University in Wittenberg to accept the newly established chair of 
Greek. In his inaugural address on university reform, Melanchthon 
convinced not only the students and faculty, but also Martin Luther, 
which whom Melanchthon maintained a lifelong friendship. He earned 
the academic rank of baccalaureus biblicus (biblical baccalaureate) in 
1519 under Luther's influence and subsequently received the position of 
professor in 1525. 
 
Although this qualified him to lecture within the department of theology, 
Melanchthon never felt the calling to become a priest - he preferred 
philosophy. The University of Wittenberg received renown from all over 
Europe due to the teaching of Melanchthon and Luther. 
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Melanchthon was anxious to harmonise Reformation and Christian 
classical studies. He tried to unite the different trends of reformation and 
even tried to bridge the gap between Reformation and Catholicism to 
maintain Christian unity and political unity in the empire.   
 
Luther's right hand and successor  
Melanchthon was the author of the Augsburg Confession submitted to 
the diet convoked by Charles the Fifth in Augsburg in 1530 to put an end 
to religious dissensions in the empire. No agreement could be reached 
with the Catholics even though the said Confession of Faith was very 
restrained. To this day it still is the official confession of faith of the 
Lutherans. 
 
Upon Luther’s death in 1545, Melanchthon became the main Lutheran 
leader.  
 
In the years 1529 to 1532, he published writings on Aristotle and Cicero. 
He published his own system of ethics in 1538, which he revised in 1550. 
The first part of his teachings on man appeared in 1540, with the final 
version, "De anima", appearing in 1553. 
 
In 1549, his physical work came out, in which he dealt with the 
Copernican world view. Melanchthon was not known only as a writer in 
Europe; he received much acclaim for his teaching at the University of 
Wittenberg, all the while holding the offices of rector and dean in the 
department of Philosophy. He prompted the creation of universities and 
colleges, trained the teachers and defined the syllabus.  
  
He also began lecturing on world history in 1555. Melanchthon published 
works on this theme under the pseudonym "Johann Carion". He 
published a lot of writings, notably comments on the Bible and dogmatic 
works. The excessive workload took its toll on Melanchton's health. After 
years of serious illness, Philipp Melanchthon died on April 19, 1560 in 
Wittenberg.  
 
Melanchthon’s portrait can be found flanking the altar, along with Martin 
Luther’s at the Evangelical Church in Hallstatt, Austria – featured on the 
cover.  

Source: The Internet 
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THE FIRST SERMON PREACHED 
IN GOOBBE 

 
An excerpt from ‘Old Daniel, or, Memoir 
of a converted Hindoo: with 
observations on mission work in the 
Goobbe circuit and description of village 
life in India’ by Hodson, Thomas. 

 
On the 1st of September, 1836, Goobbe received the first visit of a 
Protestant Missionary. The following is an extract from Mr. Hodson's 
Journal: 'After spending a few days with Captain (now General) Dobbs at 
Toomcoor. I rode over to Goobbe, a distance of twelve miles. When I 
had arrived within about a mile of the town, I was met by a number of the 
principal inhabitants, who expected Captain Dobbs. On finding out their 
mistake, they politely paid me the compliments intended for their local 
governor. They accompanied me to the "gate of the city," and their 
trumpeter gave notice to the whole town that "a person of distinction" had 
arrived, and it was very soon known to everyone who loved to hear news 
that the visitor was a Missionary. After breakfast, which Captain Dobbs' 
servant had prepared for me, I went into some of the principal streets of 
Goobbe to make my observations on the suitability of the place for a 
mission-station. In one of the streets I met with a Christian young man, 
who had been schoolmaster at Toomcoor, who rendered me some 
assistance. After taking an extensive survey of the place, I returned to 
the first gate, and seeing a large shop, open to the street, unoccupied, I 
took possession of it, and requested the young man above mentioned to 
read part of a Canarese tract which he had in his hand. A few people 
entered the room, but the greater number stood in the street, about two 
feet below the shop. Novelty brought a congregation of about one 
hundred, to whom, after the young native man had done reading, I gave 
a short address on the plan of salvation, and an exhortation to repent 
and believe in Christ.' "When this first little sermon was preached in 
Goobbe, Daniel and his wife had been living there several years. This 
day was the commencement of a new era in Daniel's life. Hitherto, from 
his youth up, though he despised idol worship, he knew nothing about 
the one true God. Like his neighbours, he believed there were millions of 
gods, who filled various offices in the government of the world. He had 
heard of many incarnations of the chief deities, whose good and evil 
actions are recorded in books held sacred by the Hindoos. He had very 
confused notions about a future state, but thought there would be a 
'judgment ' of some kind, followed by rewards and punishments. Also, 
like all other Hindoos, he was of opinion that when a man dies his soul 
does not go direct to heaven or to hell, but that it passes into some other 
body: it may be the body of a human being, or it may be into that of a 
beast, a bird, a fish, or an insect. And then, after millions of migrations 
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like these, the soul either finds a permanent state of existence according 
to its fate, or its identity is lost by being absorbed into deity.  
 
Shortly after Daniel heard the first Gospel sermon, Mr. Franklin, an 
assistant Missionary, 'was sent by Mr. Hodson from Bangalore to 
Goobbe, to make certain arrangements for building a mission-house. 
With him Daniel had long and interesting conversations. He says: * I was 
walking one morning with Mr. Franklin outside the town of Goobbe, 
looking at some land which he thought would be suitable for building a 
mission-house upon, and, turning, he saw some tombs. He took hold of 
my hand, and said, "What are those? " I replied, " They are tombs that is, 
the place where the dead are buried." He added: "You and I must die 
and be buried. We shall turn to dust; but there will be a resurrection of 
the bodies of all men, the raised body will be re-united with its soul, and 
dwell for ever either in happiness or in misery. The true worshippers of 
the one true God will go to heaven, and the others to hell. These truths 
are written in the Christian's Shastras. Mr. Hodson and I intend coming to 
live at Goobbe, and then we will teach all the people the way to heaven." 
I was not much impressed with what he said about the Christian 
Scriptures, but replied, "When Mr. Hodson comes, I hope I shall be 
employed by him as his washerman?"‘ 
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BIBLE QUIZ FOR ALL 
 
All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness. - II Timothy 3:16 
 
God honours and promises to bless all those who 
respect, love and meditate on His precious Word. It is 
the most valuable possession we own because it is our Father's love 
letter to us. Everything else will pass away, 'but the Word of God stands 
forever'. - Isaiah 40:8. 

The quiz is open to participants of all ages.  
Answers should be given by the 20th of the month.  Late entries will not 
be considered.  
Answers should be mailed to sheebs@hotmail.com or given to Mrs. 
Sheeba Roshan in person. 
Names of participants with score will be mentioned in the next issue.  
Winners will be awarded at the end of the year. 
 
QUIZ 3 
Portion: St. Mark chapters 1-8 

1. Who did Herod think Jesus was? 
2.  What did Jesus say to the man with palsy? 
3.  Which disciple accompanied Jesus while He raised the girl to life? 
4.  What happened when Jesus touched the blind man the second time? 
5. What did Jesus say will defile a man? 
6.  When did the disciples see Jesus walking on the sea? 
7. How did Jesus heal the deaf man with speech impediment? 
8. What caused the people to be astonished at the teachings of Jesus? 
9. How did the Pharisees make the word of God meaningless? 
10. During His trip across the lake, what showed that Jesus was human? 

Answers to Quiz 2: 
1. Their faith was much too small. (Matthew 17:20) 
2. Only if she has not been faithful to him (Matthew 19:9) 
3. One denarius (Matthew 20:9-10) 
4.  Pilate's wife (Matthew 27:19) 
5. Eight in KJV (Matthew 23: 13,14,15,16,23,25,27,29) Seven in many 
other versions like NIV, ESV etc. In these versions v14 has been omitted 
6. For in pouring this fragrant oil on My body, she did it for My burial. 
(Matthew 26:12) 
7. As a little child (Matthew 18:4) 
8. We need faith without doubt to bless and curse (Matthew 21:20,21). 
However we should only bless and not curse anyone.   

mailto:sheebs@hotmail.com
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9.  Those (Jews) who were invited to be part of the wedding banquet 
(Kingdom of God) did not come, so God expanded his invitation to the       
4 corners of the earth(Matthew 22:1-14). Jesus told his disciples to make 
disciples of all nations (Matthew 28:19,20)  
10. Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your mind. (Matthew 22:37) 
 
Points tally after Quiz 2:   

  

 
     Feb 2020  Aggregate 

1 Adelene Mercy Roshan  10 20 

2 Daniel Inbaraj  10 20 

3 Deepathavana Ranjan 10 20 

4 Esther Jayanthi Surya 10 20 

5 Felicia Williams 10 20 

6 Hannah Cheryl Daniel 10 20 

7 Jaden Johnsson Dhyriam 10 19 

8 Jadon Titus Muller 10 20 

9 Jason Travis Daniel  10 20 

10 Jeremy Roopsingh 10 20 

11 Jeyasri David 10 20 

12 Joann Ignatius - 10 

13 Jonathan Ethan Dhyriam 10 19 

14 Jonathan Roopsingh 10 20 

15 Joshua Emmanuel 10 20 

16 Keturah Manoharan 10 20 

17 Latha Chittaranjan 10 20 

18 Mahilini Santhosh 10 20 

19 Manya Malhotra 10 20 

20 Nirmala Naveendhar 10 10 

21 Ranjini Inbaraj 10 20 

22 Rohan Abraham Stanley  10 20 

23 Santosh Dhyriam 10 19 

24 Sharon Angelene 10 10 

25 Shekinah Tanya Dhyriam 10 19 
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26 Shilpa Malhotra 10 20 

27 Shreya Dhyriam 10 19 

28 Sushma Anna Mathew 10 20 

29 Tasha Grace  10 20 

30 Zoey Emmanuel 10 20 
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A PRAYER FOR LENT 

Almighty and everlasting God, Who hatest 
nothing that Thou hast made, and dost forgive 
the sins of all those who are penitent; Create 
and make in us new and contrite hearts, that 
we, worthily lamenting our sins and 
acknowledging our wretchedness, may obtain 
of Thee, the God of all mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Why EanMe? 
‘EanMe’ – literally meaning “unless” in Greek – has its roots in St. 
Thomas the Apostle’s words of doubt. It is based on his famous words to 
the Risen Lord in St. John 20:25: “…Unless I see in His hands the print 
of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and put my hand 
into His side, I will not believe.” 

‘Unless’ or ‘except’ in the King James Version is translated from the 
Greek word ‘Eanme’ εανμε (eh-an’ may) meaning: before, but, except, 
not or unless.  

We welcome your original contributions to the 
EanMe in the form of articles (word limit: 840), 
poems, Protestant church pictures for the cover, or 
information relevant to the season. Please send 
your entries by hard/soft copy to reach the STEC 
church office stthomasenglishchur@bsnl.in or 
stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com by the 20th of 
every month. 

You can read the current issue of EanMe online at 
http://www.santhomeenglishchurch.org/. A few earlier issues have been 
archived on `CSI St. Thomas English Church’ facebook page. 

Contributions are also invited for the Sunday bulletin. If you have any 
interesting information to share in the form of anecdotes, short stories 
etc. (around 100 words) relevant to the Sunday theme, please mail it to 
Kavita Edward: sandeekov@gmail.com  
 
 
We are on Social Media! 
‘Like’ our Church page on Facebook to stay updated 
https://www.facebook.com/StThomasEnglishChurch 
 
Join our Church group on Facebook to connect with 
each other and share / view pictures of church events 
https://www.facebook.com/CSI St. Thomas English Church, Santhome 
 
‘Follow’ @CSI_STEC on Twitter 
 
`Follow’ @csi_stec on Instagram 
 

Travelling on work or vacation?  
Don’t forget to click a picture! 
If you happen to visit or see a beautiful, historic Protestant 
church that you think should be on our EanMe cover, please 
click a hi-res picture and e-mail it, along with a short note 
about the Church, to stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com 

mailto:sandeekov@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/StThomasEnglishChurch
https://www.facebook.com/
mailto:stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com
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If you would like to join, participate in or use your time and effort for the 
Ministries, Fellowships and activities of the Church, please get in touch 
with the following people: 
 
Morning Sunday School – Mrs. Grace Rathnam  
Blossoms for Christ (Evening Sunday School) – Mrs. Sheeba Roshan 
Prayer Fellowship – Mr. Daniel Inbaraj 
Adult Fellowship – Mr. Ajit Stanley Moses 
Choir – Mrs. Anila Manoharan 
Women’s Fellowship – Mrs. Vasanthi Premkumar  
Men’s Fellowship – Mr. Milton Sigamoney 
Rapha (Hospital Ministry) – Mrs. Ranjini Inbaraj  
Church Library – Mrs. Shailaja Henry  
Eco (Garden) – Mrs. Premalatha Samuel 
Evangelism – Mrs. Nirmala Stephen  
EanMe, Website Content, Facebook, Twitter & Instagram moderation – 
Mrs. Fabiola Jacob 
Weekly Bulletin (Pew Sheets) – Mrs. Kavita Edward 
Education Ministry (School) – Mrs. Gemina Martin 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Priscilla Augustine wed Daniel David on 3 Feb 2020 
Allwin Godwin wed Akshayaa Benjamin on 20 Feb 
2020 
 
 
Mr. J.R. Dhanraj slept in the Lord on 16 Feb 2020 
Mr. Davis Moses slept in the Lord on 21 Feb 2020 
Mr. J.B. William slept in the Lord on 22 Feb 2020 
Mr. John Ebenezer (our sexton) slept in the Lord on 
26 Feb 2020 
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 FELLOWSHIP PROGRAMMES 
 

Sunday School : 
English:  Sunday – 8:00 am 

Tamil:  Sunday - 4 pm 

Women’s Fellowship : I and III Saturday - 5:00 pm 

Men’s Fellowship : II and IV Saturday - 6:30 pm 

Adults’ Fellowship : Sunday - 5:00 pm 

Hospital visit : II Sunday - 10:15 am 

Prayer Fellowship : I and III Sunday – 7:15 pm 

 

 

 

 

PASTORATE  

COMMITTEE 

MEMBERS 

 

Mr. Ajit Stanley Moses 

Mr. S.P. Paul 

Mr. A. Arun Jacob 

Dr. Vijit Koshy Cherian 

Mrs. Saroja Bai J. 

Mrs. Susanna Premalatha Samuel 

Mrs. Sheeba Roshan 

Mr. Gerald Joshua Divyaprabhu 

Mr. Jewel Solomon Devanand 

Mrs. Nisha Jeethendra 

 

 

 

   

  

 

The Rt. Rev. Dr. J. George Stephen 
Bishop in Madras 

 

Rev. Dr. V. Paul Birla 
Presbyter-in-charge 

 
Mr. Milton Sigamoney 
Mr. Ajit Stanley Moses 

Lay Readers 

             Mr. Stephen Michael A. 
             Secretary 

Mr. Benjamin Hastings 
Treasurer 
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WORSHIP SERVICES – PLAN FOR MARCH 2020 

Date and  
Time 

Day Services and Preacher Theme Stewards for Bible 
Reading and Offertory 

1.3.2020 
7:30 am 

 
 

6.00 pm 

The First 
Sunday of Lent 

 
Sung Eucharist: 
Celebrant: Rev. Dr. V. Paul Birla 
 
Evensong: 
Sermon: Mr. Milton Sigamoney 

 
 

The cleansing 
Christ 

 

Zech 13: 1 – 9 
I John 1: 5 – 10 
Psalm 130 
St. Mark 1: 40 – 45 
 
Mr. & Mrs. Frederick 
Ponniah  

4.3.2020 
7:00 pm 

Mid-week 
Lenten devotion 

 
Holy Eucharist: 
Celebrant: Rev. Dr. V. Paul Birla 
 

 
God’s 

assurance 
 

 
St. Matthew 5 : 3 

8.3.2020 
7:00 am 

 
 

8:15 am 
 
 
 

6.00 pm 

The Second 
Sunday of Lent 

 

Lenten retreat 

 
Holy Eucharist: 
Celebrant: Rev. Dr. V. Paul Birla 
 
Sung Matins: 
Sermon: Rev. Benjamin 
Christian 
 
Holy Eucharist: 
Celebrant: Rev. Dr. V. Paul Birla 

 
 

The forgiving 
Christ 

 
Genesis 4: 8 – 16 
Romans 5: 6 – 11 
Psalm 25 
St. Mark 2: 1 – 12  
 
Mr. & Mrs. Eddy Hermes  

11.3.2020 
7:00 pm 

Mid-week 
Lenten devotion 

 
Holy Eucharist: 
Celebrant: Rev. Dr. V. Paul Birla 
 

 
God’s comfort 

 
St. Matthew 5 : 4 
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15.3.2020 
7:30 am 

 
 

6.00 pm 

The Third 
Sunday of Lent 

 
Sung Eucharist: 
Celebrant: Rev. Dr. V. Paul Birla 
 
Evensong: 
Sermon: Rev. Dr. V. Paul Birla 

 
The accepting 

Christ 

Hosea 2: 14 – 23 
Philippians 1 – 21 
Psalm 87 
St. Matthew 15: 21 – 28 
 
Dr. Jefila Jayakumar and 
family 

18.3.2020 
7:00 pm 

Mid-week 
Lenten devotion 

 
Holy Eucharist: 
Celebrant: Rev. Dr. V. Paul Birla 
 

 
God’s 

inheritance 

 
St. Matthew 5 : 5 

22.3.2020 
7:30 am 

 
 

6.00 pm 

The Fourth 
Sunday of Lent 

 

 
Sung Eucharist: 
Celebrant: Rev. Dr. V. Paul Birla 
 
Evensong: 
Sermon: Mr. Ajit Stanley Moses 
 

 
 

The liberating 
Christ 

Exodus 3: 1 – 13 
Galatians 5: 1 – 12 
Psalm 82 
St. Luke 13: 10 – 17 
 
Dr. & Mrs. D.J.E. Ravi 
Thilagan  

25.3.2020 
7:00 pm 

Mid-week 
Lenten devotion 

 
Holy Eucharist: 
Celebrant: Rev. Dr. V. Paul Birla 
 

 
God’s provision 

 
St. Matthew 5 : 6 
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29.3.2020 
7:30 am 

 
 

6.00 pm 

The Fifth 
Sunday of Lent 

Passion 
Sunday 

 
Sung Eucharist: 
Celebrant: Rev. Dr. V. Paul Birla 
 
Evensong: 
Sermon: Dr. Z. Edward Kennedy 
 

 
Cross and the 

restoring Christ 
 
 

Job 42: 10 – 17 
Ephesians 2: 1 – 10 
Psalm 126 
St. Mark 10: 46 – 52 
 
Mr. & Mrs. Benjamin 
Hastings  

1.4.2020 
7:00 pm 

Mid-week 
Lenten devotion 

 
Holy Eucharist: 
Celebrant: Rev. Dr. V. Paul Birla 
 

 
God’s mercy 

 
St. Matthew 5 : 7 


