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My dear parishioners, 
 
Warm greetings to you all in the sweet Name of our 
loving Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Let us thank 
God for His faithfulness and loving kindness in the 
past month. 
 
The Psalmist in Psalm 116 verses 12 and 13 says, 
“How can I repay the Lord for all His goodness to 

me?  I will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the Name of the Lord.  
Life is a gift from God.  He created us in His image and He has provided 
for all our needs.  The purpose of His creation is to give thanks to Him 
and magnify His glory through living thankfully.  Often we forget this truth 
and live according to our heart’s desire. Psalm 116 starts with praise of 
the Lord for deliverance from death.  The Psalmist gives thanks for His 
saving grace from the deathtrap.  He praises God’s goodness and 
unfailing love for saving his soul from affliction.  So he asks, “How can I 
repay the Lord for all His goodness to me?” And he answers his own 
question in verse 13. 
 
Firstly, we see God’s giving here.  The imagery used is the hand of God 
presenting a cup.  Goodness is manifested in all of God’s giving, in the 
cup of wrath as well as in the cup of blessing, but the cup of blessing is a 
revelation of love.  This is the ultimate giving. This giving on His part is 
righteous giving.  This is a giving which need not make us afraid of 
receiving. 
 
Secondly, it’s about man receiving.  The receiving here is not a simple 
laying hold of that which God gives, but the use and enjoyment of what 
God bestows.  To take the cup of salvation is to receive a blessing in all 
its fullness, to the utmost limit of our receptive capacity and of our power 
to accept and to enjoy. 
 
Thirdly, it’s about God’s servant seeing God in what he receives.  The 
name of God is on every cup, and in every act of offering a cup. 
 
Fourthly, worship is the fruit of what we receive and see.  Past and 
present gifts on the part of God should encourage us in prayer, praise 
and thanksgiving. 
 
May our Almighty God bless us to lead a meaningful, thanksgiving and 
thanks-living life throughout our faith journey.  Let us always remember II 
Corinthians 9:15 – “Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift”.  Alleluia, 
Amen.  

Yours in His joyful service,  
Rev. Dr. V. Paul Birla 

Presbyter-in-charge and Chairman 
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WATCH, WAIT AND WORK 
 

The Christian way of life has always been one that 
emphasizes a diligent work ethic. The ‘Protestant 
work ethic’ is legendary as Reformers Martin 
Luther and John Calvin likened vocation to ‘God’s 

calling’. Post-reformation, this was often cited as the secret to the 
economic success of Protestant countries like Germany and Britain. It 
was carried forward by missionaries wherever they went to spread the 
Gospel. 
 
Recently, I was quite surprised when my domestic helper (a first-
generation Hindu convert who attends a Pentecostal Church) told me 
that her Pastor announced in Church that the second coming of Christ is 
sure to happen in 2020. And apparently, he even asked them not to work 
too hard for money as it’s all going to end this year! 
 
Doomsday prophets have been around for a long time, but influencing 
gullible economically backward people with such doctrines is just not 
right! While there are Christians who think that the second coming is not 
going to happen (at least anytime soon), there are others who think they 
know exactly when Jesus is coming! 
 
But what does the Bible say? In Matthew 24 & 25, Jesus gives a detailed 
account of His second coming, “But of that day and hour no one knows, 
not even the angels of heaven, but My Father only.” (Matthew 24:36). 
However, He urges us to be ready, not living like the five “foolish” virgins 
who were caught unprepared when the bridegroom returned (Matthew 
25:6-10). Instead we must “Keep watch, because you do not know the 
day or the hour.” (Matthew 25:13). His return would be unannounced and 
could occur at any moment; therefore, we are to “Be on guard! Be alert!” 
(Mark 13:33-37).  
 
In the Epistles we find, the early Christians believed that Jesus’s return 
was “almost here” (Rom. 13:11-14). The apostle James encouraged 
believers to “be patient and stand firm, because the Lord’s coming is 
near” (James 5:8; Rev. 1:3). And like today, the anticipation that Jesus 
could come any moment led some Christians in Thessalonica to become 
idle, quitting their jobs and waiting for Him to return. But Paul told them to 
get back to work and live meaningful lives (II Thess. 3:11-13). 
 
And so, “While we [patiently] wait for the blessed hope” (Titus 2:13)—that 
wonderful day of Jesus’s return—we can ask the Spirit to help us to live 
“holy and godly lives . . . spotless, blameless and at peace with Him” (II 
Peter 3:11, 14). 

Fabiola Jacob 
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Gracing our cover this month, is the pretty Holy Trinity 
Church in Yercaud, Tamil Nadu, photographed by Dr. 
Caroline Priya. 
 
About the Church 
Perched on a hillock, surrounded by breath-taking 

scenery, Holy Trinity Church has an equally charming interior with 
beautiful stained-glass windows. On both sides of the pathway leading 
up to the church lie the resting places of worshippers of a bygone era - 
plantation owners to whom the vast coffee and pepper estates that cover 
the Shevaroy Hills of the Eastern Ghats once belonged. 
 
Yercaud was once an unexplored tribal village atop Shevaroy Hills, 
offering a soothing climate and peaceful existence for the European 
community, ever since the first expedition by the then Collector 
Cockburn, who introduced coffee, apples, berries and other fruit varieties 
to the hills in 1820. 
 
In the year 1841, Assistant Collector of Salem H. Brett accompanied by 
missionary Rev. J.M. Lechler reached the hills and built a small hut, 
which was later expanded to a neat cottage called ‘Melrose’, built with 
sun-burnt bricks. Anna Woodnean Lechler followed by Rev. J. M. Lechler 
and several Europeans purchased pieces of land and built their houses. 
The European community in the Yercaud hills steadily grew and in 1845 
they decided to build a church in Yercaud. 
 
J. G. S. Bruere, a Madras Civil Services officer initiated the exercise and 
a sum of Rs. 2,000 was collected. But the design and cost ran up to Rs. 
4,000 and they approached the government for a grant aid of Rs. 2,000, 
which was refused since Yercaud had been detached from the troops. 
Undeterred, the officials built the Holy Trinity Church on land donated by 
the Salem Zilla surgeon Major William Scott. 
 
Several people contributed generously towards the cause including 
Bruere (Rs.400), W.E. Lockhart (Rs.600), H. Frere (Rs. 350) F. N. Maltby 
(Rs.325) and many others. F.N. Maltby initiated The Shevaroy Church 
Extension and School Fund. The sudden demise of Mr. Lockhart in 1850 
led Mr. F.N. Maltby to take charge of the construction work and raise 
funds for furnishing the church, which was consecrated by Lord Bishop 
Dealtry, in honour of the Holy Trinity on 3 October 1853. 
 
Holy Trinity Church is also the resting place of the famous British 
archaeologist and geologist - Robert Bruce Foote (1834-1912) who is 
considered the "Father of Indian Pre-history". The churchyard also has 
the grave of Peter Percival (1803–1882) - a missionary, linguist and a 
pioneering educator in Sri Lanka and South India (featured in ‘Missionary 
Spotlight’ on page 13). 
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FORGIVENESS 
 

Jesus asked people to forgive each other, 
Many humans on earth, to forgive never bother; 
Many prefer revenge than forgiveness, 

Mahatma Gandhi said “An eye for an eye will leave the human race 
sightless”. 
 
Blessed is the man whose iniquity is forgiven, 
Also whose sin is covered by God and driven; 
As the Lord has forgiven you, to others do the same, 
The Israel rebelled in the desert; Lord forgave them for His name sake. 
 
Jesus said, ‘If one comes to the altar to offer, having dispute with a 
brother, 
Leave the offering at the altar, go forgive him, then come to offer; 
‘How many times to forgive?’, asked Peter,  
Jesus said, ‘seventy times seven, is better’. 
 
The thief next to Jesus on the cross, asked forgiveness to render, 
He was forgiven by Jesus, and to Paradise he did enter; 
Sin against the Son of Man, will be forgiven for blasphemy, 
But against the ‘Holy Spirit’, will not be forgiven unto eternity. 

Prema Jayasundar 

 
 
 

 

It is our immense pleasure and joy that 
Manohar Devadoss is one among the 
Padma Shri awardees this year – 
announced by the Government of India on 
the eve of Republic Day. As members of 

the congregation of this historic Church, we are grateful to 
God for the rare honour, and for the wonderful inspiration 
that he is, even as he continues to delight us with his 
interesting articles for the EanMe from time to time. We 
pray that God will grant him good health and strength for 
many more years to come! – The EanMe Team. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT – CHURCH CONSTITUTION 
 
The Church Constitution has been amended and is available in the 
Church Office for reference. A Suggestions, Complaints and 
Commendations book is also available in the Church Office. Members of 
the congregation can make entries in this book. 

Pastorate Committee  

 
 

WRITE TO US! 
Do you have a comment on the articles, a fresh 
new idea or feedback about the EanMe that 
you would like to share with other readers? Mail 
it to stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com with 
‘EanMe MailBox’ in the subject. The best letters 
will be published in the next issue of the 
EanMe. 

 

PRAYER POINTS 
Have a prayer point that you would like to share with our 
Church prayer group? Please drop it in the box at the main 
door of our Church, so that it can be included in the prayer list.  
Our Church prayer group meets on the first and third Sunday 
of every month, at 7.15 pm in Church, to pray for general and 
specific needs. You are welcome to join the group.  

 

GEMS FROM THE BIBLE 
 
Put them in your heart-bank – 
memorize and use them! 

• Work hard to be good; learn to 
know God better and discover 
what He wants to do. – II Peter 1:5 

• A cheerful heart does good like medicine, but a broken spirit makes 
one sick. – Proverbs 17:22 

• No real harm befalls the good. – Proverbs 12:21 

• When you obey Me, you are living in My love just as I obey My Father 
and live in His love. – John 15:10 

• I told so that you will be filled with joy, yes, your cup of joy will 
overflow. – John 15:11  

Premella Soundarapandian 
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CHRIST THE COMPASSIONATE 

Since my childhood, I had the good fortune of living with the ten volumes 
of ‘The Book of Knowledge’ comprising a cumulative total of 7382 pages. 
For me, these books were magical. I still have them with me. 

During my primary school years, I looked again and again at the 
imaginatively drawn colour pictures of nursery rhymes. I learnt the words 
and my mother taught me the melodies to many of them. When I was in 
middle school, I studied with keen interest, the pictures of steam engine 
trains and the like, and read all I could about them. 

When I was in high school, I pored over pictures of masterpieces of 
famous artists and sculptors of Europe. One among my most favourite 
pictures was the excellent photographic reproduction of the statue ‘Christ 
the Compassionate’ by Bertel Thorvaldsen (reproduced here on the back 
inner cover). 

During the months between the time I wrote my SSLC examination and 
began my college education, I did a sepia watercolour of this statue. At 
that time, I did not know that this statue had had a worldwide impact. 

The Danish sculptor, Bertel Thorvaldsen was born in 1770. When he was 
only eleven, he was accepted by the ‘Royal Danish Academy of Art’. He 
was sent to Rome where he spent many years and became a Sculptor of 
great reputation. He returned to his country Denmark, where he was 
received as a national hero. 

This 345 cm tall (about 11 feet 4 inches) statue, Christus (also known as 
Christus Consolator around the world) was sculpted by him in Carrara 
marble and was installed (in 1838) in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Copenhagen. During the decades that followed, many sculptors made 
countless replicas of this statue around the globe. 

When I did my watercolour of this noble statue, I was only sixteen. I felt 
blessed that the best artwork that I had done till then was that of our 
beloved Lord Jesus Christ.  

The inscription at the base of the statue reads “Kommer til mig/ Matth. 
XI. 28” (‘Come to Me’) with reference to St. Matthew 11:28. 

Manohar Devadoss 
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REPUBLIC DAY 2020 at STEC 
 
On 26 January 1950, India was declared a Sovereign, Socialist, Secular 
Democratic Republic and the constitution assured justice, equality, liberty 
and fraternity to its citizens. It is a day to take pride in the constitution 
and the rights it confers. 
 
Seventy glorious years have passed, and this year, as 26 January 
happened to be a Sunday, the entire congregation had the opportunity to 
participate in the Republic Day celebration.  The Church was decorated 
with a tri-colour floral arrangement and the choir and congregation were 
also dressed in saffron, white and green. The Indian flag was fluttering 
majestically inside our church.  
 
Major General Surender Pavamani was the special guest, and he took 
part in the worship service with his family. 
 
After the morning service, the congregation gathered near the flag mast, 
and the secretary Mr. Stephen Michael welcomed the gathering. Mrs. Iris 
Manoharan, Mrs. Nirmala Kumar, Mrs. Nirmala Naveendhar, Mrs. 
Shobana Soundarapandian, Mrs. Neugila Emmanuel and Dr. Rekha 
Cherian prayed for peace and general welfare of our nation and The 
Almighty’s wisdom to guide our leaders.  
                         
Mrs. Sujata Pavamani led the congregation in taking the pledge and the 
Indian National Flag was hoisted by Major General Surender Pavamani. 
It was indeed a proud moment to see the Major General in his full 
uniform, hoist and salute the national flag. The national anthem was 
sung by all and the celebration ended with breakfast. 
 
Acts 17:26 - And He made from one man every nation of mankind to live 
on all the face of the earth having determined allotted periods and the 
boundaries of their dwelling places.  
 
Surely God has blessed us with India as our dwelling place. Let us thank 
Him for this beautiful nation and pray every day for its prosperity.  
 

Annamary Frederick



11 

 

‘HIDE THEM IN YOUR HEART' - A SCRIPTURE CHALLENGE! 
 
Can you memorize Psalm 119:9-16 before 23 February 2020? 
 
If this offer appeals to you, please approach 
Roshan Soundarapandian (Mobile No: 98403 
88365) - a surprise awaits you! 
The winners will be announced in next month's 
EanMe!  
Of course, prizes would follow! 
Anyone can rise to the opportunity - no age limit 
– all the best!  
 
Why the Scripture Challenge? 
There is no other single discipline in Christian life that is more rewarding 
than memorizing Scripture. Our prayer life will be strengthened. Our 
witnessing will be sharper and effective. Our attitude and perspective will 
begin to change. Our mind will become alert, observant and confident, 
enhancing our faith in ourselves and in God. 
 
We need to hide God's Word in our hearts so that we don't sin against 
Him. Carrying Scripture in our hands and also in our hearts is a way to 
cherish God's Word, creating an amazing opportunity to meditate on the 
truth and hastening the process of transforming us into Christ-likeness. 
When we fill our minds with the Word of God, we build a barrier between 
us and the enemy. The more verses you memorize, the barricade 
becomes higher and stronger. 

 
The Word of God brings us wisdom, strength and 
hope. It gives assurance, solace, power and 
authority. Above all we will enjoy peace of mind. So 
come, let's indulge in this overwhelming experience! 
 

Winners:  

Name 
  

Jan 2020 

Psalm 119:1-8 

Ezekiel David 

Felicia Williams 

Hannah Cheryl Daniel 

Iris Manoharan 

Jaden Johnsson Dhyriam 

Jadon Titus Muller 

Jason Travis Daniel 
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Jemima Thilagan 

Jonathan Ethan Dhyriam  

Joshua Emmanuel  

Keturah Manoharan 

Latha Chittaranjan 

Manya Malhotra 

Mercy Roshan 

Pamela Bridget Wilson 

Priya Muller 

Ranjini Inbaraj 

Santhosh Dhyriam 

Shekinah Tanya Dhyriam 

Sushma Anna Mathew 

Zoey Emmanuel 
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TOO SOON TO QUIT – By WARREN. W. WIERSBE 

 
The following is a continuation of 
my review of Warren Wiersbe’s 
“Too soon to quit” – that was 
published in the January 2020 
EanMe.  

 
The next character dealt with by the author - “Habakkuk” - is very much 
to be admired. Writing about the prophet Habakkuk may not seem 
attractive at the outset, but delving deeper into the meaning of his name 
is interesting, as ‘Habakkuk’ means to wrestle, “to embrace”. 
 
Both Jeremiah and Habakkuk were contemporaries in Jerusalem when 
the Kingdom of Judah was falling (by refusing to obey the word of God). 
Their rebellion against God meant that God would have to keep the 
beginning of the covenant He made with the people and chasten them 
for their sins (Deut 28: 45 – 52). It can be said that nothing is practically 
known about the work he did. But Habakkuk seems to have one major 
personal conflict with God from which he emerged a smarter and a better 
man. That conflict is recorded in the book of Habakkuk. Jeremiah had to 
fight external battles but Habakkuk faced problems in his heart and mind 
as he tried to understand what was God’s doing to His people. It is 
difficult to live in faith and serve the Lord when your theology says one 
thing and your master seems to be doing something else. 
 
Highlights of Habakkuk’s “wrestling match with Jehovah: 
 Habakkuk withstands God and is brought low 

• Why don’t you do something? (1: 1 – 4) God’s reply (1: 5 – 
11) 

• Why use wicked Babylon to punish your (children) chosen 
people. (1: 12 – 17) 

Habakkuk stands before God and goes higher: (Chapter 2) 

• God points out Judah’s many sins. 

• God states three basic principles for spiritual victory: 
o God blesses faith & faithfulness (2:4) 
o God will ultimately receive glory (2:14) 
o God’s sovereign rule will prevail (2:20) 

Habakkuk understands God and praises God (Chapter 3) 
o Renewing 3: 1 - 2 
o Remembering 3: 3 – 15 
o Resolving 3: 16 
o Rejoicing 3: 17 – 19 
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It is clear that Habakkuk had a dramatic change of attitude as well as a 
change of altitude as he moved from the depths of perplexity to the 
heights of praise. “The sovereign Lord is my strength, He makes my feet 
like the feet of a deer, he enables me to tread on the heights” (3 :19). He 
went from worrying to worshipping because he took time to be quiet and 
listen to God. 
 
Is it right for the prophet to demand the Lord to explain what He was 
doing? He begins to ask questions as though God owed him an 
explanation for His actions, as Job made a similar mistake. Habakkuk 
asked two questions to the Lord: 

• “How long must I pray before You answer?  

• Why do You permit such injustice? 
Even Jesus asked how long…Matt 17:17 

Why…Matt 27: 45 – 46 and the father did not rebuke Him. 
We must humbly ask God to teach us, but must not issue orders to God. 
 
Questions:  
Why are you not doing something about the mess the nation is in? As 
the nation desperately needed to repent and turn to God? These are the 
words used by Habakkuk: strife, violence, iniquity, injustice and 
wrongdoing, to describe the people of his days. “I am at work” - this 
answer of the Lord shocked the prophet. “I am permitting Babylonians to 
destroy Judah, the city and the temple.”  
 
The second question Habakkuk asked: How can you punish Your own 
people by a people more wicked than they are? Israel is Your covenant 
people and You treat us this way? “Yet heaven is silent. But the sins of 
God’s people were far worse than the sins of a pagan nation.” God’s 
judgment begins with the household of the Lord (I Peter 4:17, Ezek 9: 6). 
You only have I chosen of all families of the earth therefore I will punish 
you for all your sins. (Amos 3:2). To whom much is given, much is 
required and privilege involves responsibility. “God’s ways are certainly 
above our ways”. 
 
A Time for Silence: 
To some of us silence is not golden but poison. Some cannot maintain a 
few minutes of silence in church because they have not had much 
practice being silent before God. Habakkuk had a time to keep silence to 
get an answer from God. He being a wrestler struggling with the Lord 
now waits before the Lord and learns some of His secrets. This is a good 
example for us also to follow. 
 
God has His timetable for the nations, and our job is to obey Him - not to 
advise Him. Nebuchadnezzar’s boast reflects the pride of every arrogant 
achiever. No sooner had he spoken of his pride of having built the city, 
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he became like a beast and even looked like a beast. God did not only 
humble the King, He humiliated him. He has not learned that the most 
high God is sovereign over all nations of the world. (Deut. 4: 32). 
 
The Lord mentioned the sins of drunkenness, indecency and violence 
and He closed with an indictment against those who worshiped idols. 
Judgment begins with God’s people and the righteous Lord would deal 
with the thieves, murderers, crooked politicians, drunkards and idol 
worshipers. One of Habakkuk’s prayers was “in wrath, remember mercy” 
(3:2). God’s answer: “The righteous will live by faithfulness. The Lord is 
in the Holy Temple. Let all the earth be silent before Him”. 
 
Habakkuk’s fighting, learning and keeping silent may inspire our hearts 
for our life’s blessings and also that God will receive glory ultimately. 

   Condensed by Gnanaoli David 
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REV. PETER PERCIVAL – 
THE LINGUIST-MISSIONARY 

 
Peter Percival was born on 24 July 1803 in 
Prestwich, Lancashire, England. He married 
Mary Fletcher on 13 December 1824 and soon 

after sailed to Sri Lanka. He spent most of his early adult life in Jaffna 
peninsula until 1851, with a short stint in Bengal (1829–32). While in 
Bengal he was influenced by the educational policies of Alexander Duff, 
a Presbyterian missionary.  
 
Starting his career as a Wesleyan Missionary, the Rev. Percival was first 
in charge of the Mission Institute or College at Jaffna, where his 
contribution is still remembered.  
 
Serving in Sri Lanka 
During his period of stay in Jaffna peninsula, Rev. Percival upgraded a 
number of existing Methodist missionary primary schools into fully 
accredited high schools and founded new ones especially for girls. He 
was instrumental in upgrading Jaffna Central College and Point Pedro 
Methodist Girls College from primary schools to full-fledged high schools. 
He founded Vembadi Girls' High School and Hartley College. Apart from 
these popular schools, he also opened a number of village schools for 
primary education. In 1836 his efforts led to the building of St. Paul's 
Chapel in Jaffna and the renovating of St. Peter’s Church. 
 
While serving as the principle of Jaffna Central College, he hired his 
former student Arumuka Navalar as a teacher and collaborated with him 
in translating the Bible into Tamil. 
 
In 1851, he returned to England with the intention of coming back to Sri 
Lanka but due to differences with the Methodist hierarchy in London, he 
renounced Methodism. In 1852, he was ordained deacon by the Anglican 
Bishop of London. During the next two years, he worked as a lecturer at 
St Augustine's College, Canterbury, teaching a course about India and 
its religions. 
 
In Madras – The STEC Connection 
In 1854, Rev. Percival came to Madras in South India with the Society for 
the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts, an Anglican missionary 
society. He became an Anglican priest ordained by Bishop of Madras in 
1855. In 1856 he was appointed Registrar of Madras University, and 
Professor of Vernacular Literature in the Presidency College. 
 
During the absence of the Rev. A.R. Symonds, the second Presbyter of 
St. Thomas English Church, he officiated as Incumbent of St. Thomas', 
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Mylapore (as St. Thomas English Church was referred to then). He was 
Chaplain of the Madras Military Female Orphan Asylum from 1871 
onwards, during which time he published his "Tamil proverbs, with their 
English translation, containing upwards of six thousand proverbs". He 
also translated the literary work of Avvaiyar, a Tamil poet, into English.   
 
Rev. Percival’s daughter Elizabeth Ann married pioneering geologist and 
archaeologist Robert Bruce Foote at St. Thomas, Mylapore on 7 June 
1862. The wedding was officiated by the Rev. A.R. Symonds. Rev. Peter 
Percival and Robert Bruce Foote seem to have been lifelong friends and 
shared their interest in Indian culture, history and linguistics. It is 
interesting to note that his residence at Little Bourne, Luz, Mylapore 
witnessed the birth of Robert Bruce Foote and Elizabeth Ann’s first 
daughter, Elizabeth Sophia Mary and later the death of Elizabeth Ann on 
30 June, 1870.  
 
Records also show that Revd. Percival’s second daughter, Anne 
Fletcher, married William Alfred Symonds (son of Rev. A R Symonds), 
on 11 July, 1882. 
 
The Scholar-Linguist 
In India, Rev. Percival was known as a scholar in Tamil and Telugu. After 
having published the Tamil translation of the Bible, he wrote the book 
‘Land of the Veda: India Briefly Described in some of its Aspects, 
Physical, Social, Intellectual and Moral’. His other publications include 
English-Tamil and English-Telugu dictionaries, and a bilingual Tamil and 
Telugu journal Dinavartamani. The address of the Dinavartamani Press 
is listed as being located at Little Bourne, Luz, Mylapore - the Percival 
residence.  
 
Rev. Percival retired to Yercaud shattered by the death of his son, Rev. 
Samuel Percival in 1881 and died a year later on Tuesday, 11 July, 
1882, at Yercaud, Tamil Nadu. The graves of both Rev. Peter Percival 
and Robert Bruce Foote were discovered in the cemetery of the Holy 
Trinity Church at Yercaud in 2009.   

Source: The Internet 
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FORTY DAYS AND FORTY NIGHTS 
 
It wouldn't be the first Sunday of Lent if we didn't 
have `Forty days and forty nights’ on the hymn list. 
The text of this firm favourite was written by George 
Smyttan and the tune is attributed to Martin Herbst. 
 
George H. Smyttan (1822-1870) was the son of Dr. 

Smyttan of the Bombay Medical Board. He did his B.A. degree at Corpus 
Christi College, Cambridge, UK in 1845. He was an Anglican clergyman 
who published three collections of verse. Smyttan moved in 1859 to 
Germany, where he died at Frankfurt-on-the-Main, unknown and 
friendless. He was buried in a pauper’s grave, and his name was entered 
in the burial registry only as `Smyttan, England’. George Hunt Smyttan 
wrote three poems for Lent, one of which became this hymn. It was 
published in the March 1856 edition of `The Penny Post’ and was revised 
five years later in `Hymns Fitted to the Order of Common Prayer’ (1861), 
by Francis Pott. 

 
Martin Herbst (1654-1681) is believed to have written this tune, but it is 
named Heinlein after Paul Heinlein (1626-1686), another German 
composer to whom it was attributed in the past. Martin Herbst was born 
in Nürnberg, Germany, and became a Lutheran pastor. He served as 
rector for the school and pastor of the church at Eisleben in 1680, but 
died of the plague the following year, at age twenty-seven.  
 
Forty days and forty nights Thou wast fasting in the wild; 
Forty days and forty nights, tempted, and yet undefiled. 
 
Sunbeams scorching all the day, chilly dewdrops nightly shed 
Prowling beasts about Thy way, stones Thy pillow, earth Thy bed. 
 
Shall not we Thy sorrow share, and from earthly joys abstain, 
Fasting with unceasing prayer, glad with Thee to suffer pain? 
 
And if Satan, vexing sore, flesh or spirit should assail 
Thou, his Vanquisher before, grant we may not faint nor fail. 
 
So shall we have peace divine, holier gladness ours shall be. 
Round us, too, shall Angels shine, such as ministered to Thee 
 
Keep, O keep us, Saviour dear, ever constant by Thy side, 
That with Thee we may appear at th' eternal Eastertide. 
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JAMES INNELL PACKER –  
THE MODERN-DAY THEOLOGIAN 

 
The son of a working-class man who was in 
his recollection, “unfit for major 
responsibility,” James Innell Packer was brought up in Gloucester, 
England, in an environment that hardly seemed a likely incubator for one 
of the greatest Christian minds of the twentieth century. Spending his 
childhood fumbling to fit in, Packer’s intellectual and bookish qualities 
often estranged him from his peers. “A violent collision with a bread van” 
served to further remove him from social acceptance. In the incident, 
after being chased into a street by some schoolboys, he was hit by a van 
and “Lost a bit of [his] head as a result.” From then on he recalls, he 
“Used to move around wearing on [his] head an aluminum plate with a 
rubber pad attached around the edge.” Frustrated by being, in his words, 
“A speckled bird,” Packer struggled to fit in. But his opportunity to play 
sports, like cricket, and live actively had been dashed with the van 
accident. Ultimately, he embraced his own intellectual curiosity and spent 
the bulk of his childhood reading voraciously. 
 
His Blossoming Faith 
Packer was born on 22 July 1926 in Twyning, Gloucestershire, England, 
the son of a clerk for the Great Western Railway. Packer grew up going 
to church because of the habitual attendance of his parents, but it wasn’t 
until he was in secondary school that he began thinking seriously about 
the Christian faith. By the time he entered Corpus Christi College at 
Oxford in 1944, his vigorous study of the Bible and other Christian 
writers, including C. S. Lewis, had won his intellectual assent for 
Christianity. However, Packer recalls, it wasn’t until he attended a 
meeting of the Oxford Christian Union that he finally made, “A personal 
transaction with the living Lord, the Lord Jesus.”  
 
Packer didn’t solve his social problems by becoming a Christian, and 
even at college he began feeling an increased sense of isolation. During 
this time he happened to start reading some of the great Puritan authors, 
like John Owen and John Bunyan, and found in their works the 
inspiration to be ordained and subsequently pursue doctoral studies. 
 
Following Packer’s ordination in the Anglican Church, a providential 
scheduling mix-up on the part of a friend, changed his life forever. 
Having double-booked himself for an evening, Packer’s friend asked 
James to speak to an audience in his absence. This speaking 
engagement not only broke through Packer’s fear of public situations but 
also introduced him to his future wife, Kit Mullett, who was sitting in the 
audience. Together they would have three children, Naomi, Ruth, and 
Martin and, Packer recalls, a slew of pets. 
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“Centered on the Lord” 
Gaining respect in academic circles, Packer wrote his first book, a 
critique of Christian Fundamentalism called Fundamentalism and the 
Word of God, in 1958. ‘Knowing God’, his most widely read book, was 
published fifteen years later in 1973. He worked to found the 
International Council on Biblical Inerrancy (ICBI). He surprised the 
academic community in 1979, by leaving his Anglican evangelical 
community to take a position at Regent College in Vancouver, British 
Columbia. Regent flourished because of his presence, growing from a 
tiny institution into the largest center of theological education in its 
region. Since arriving at Regent he has published a book every year. 
Together his books have sold more than three million copies.  
 
A prolific writer and frequent lecturer, Packer is widely regarded in 
Protestant circles as one of the most important theologians and church 
historians of the modern era. He is a frequent contributor to and an 
executive editor of ‘Christianity Today’. Packer served as general editor 
for the English Standard Version of the Bible (2001), an Evangelical 
revision of the Revised Standard Version of 1971. His wife Kit is quick to 
point out the source of his success, “His devotion to the Lord is the 
reason for everything he’s done. His writing, his preaching, his lecturing, 
his living are all centered on the Lord.” To read more about Packer, a 
recent biography by Alister McGrath, entitled J. I. Packer, gives a careful 
and sensitive examination of his life.  

Courtesy: www.newreleasetoday.com 
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BIBLE QUIZ FOR ALL 
 
All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness. - II Timothy 3:16 
 
God honours and promises to bless all those who 
respect, love and meditate on His precious Word. It is 
the most valuable possession we own because it is our Father's love 
letter to us. Everything else will pass away, 'but the Word of God stands 
forever'. - Isaiah 40:8. 

The quiz is open to participants of all ages.  
Answers should be given by the 20th of the month.  Late entries will not 
be considered.  
Answers should be mailed to sheebs@hotmail.com or given to Mrs. 
Sheeba Roshan in person. 
Names of participants with score will be mentioned in the next issue.  
Winners will be awarded at the end of the year. 
 
QUIZ 2 
Portion: St. Matthew chapters 15 - 28 

1. Why did Jesus say they couldn't cast the demon out of the boy?  
2. For which reason could a man put away his spouse? 
3. How much were the labourers paid for the time they worked in the 
vineyard? 
4. ' Have nothing to do with that righteous man'. Whose words were 
these? 
5. How many woes were pronounced on the Scribes and Pharisees in 
Matthew' s gospel? 
6. For in pouring ________________on ______________, she did it 
________. Complete 
7. How should one humble himself? 
8. What does it take to bless or curse? 
9. Why was the kingdom of God expanded to the four corners of the 
earth? 
10. What is the most important commandment in the Bible? 

Answers to Quiz 1: 
1. His faith (Matthew 8:8-10) 
2. Giving alms in secret (Matthew 6:4) , giving a cup of cold water to 
Jesus' disciple (Matthew 10:42) 
3. To fulfill all righteousness (Matthew 3:15) 
4. Rest (Matthew 11:28) 
5.  Temple (Matthew 12:6) 
6. Righteousness (Matthew 6:1-4) 

mailto:sheebs@hotmail.com
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7. Tamar (Matthew 1:3), Rahab, Ruth (Matthew 1:5) 
8. Jerusalem (Matthew 2:1) 
9.  Boaz (Matthew 1:5) 
10. Builders (Matthew 7:24-27) 

Points tally after Quiz 1:   

  

 
     Jan 2020  Aggregate 

1 Adelene Mercy Roshan  10 10 

2 Daniel Inbaraj  10 10 

3 Deepathavana Ranjan 10 10 

4 Esther Jayanthi Surya 10 10 

5 Felicia Williams 10 10 

6 Hannah Cheryl Daniel 10 10 

7 Jaden Johnsson Dhyriam 9 9 

8 Jadon Titus Muller 10 10 

9 Jason Travis Daniel  10 10 

10 Jeremy Roopsingh 10 10 

11 Jeyasri David 10 10 

12 Joann Ignatius 10 10 

13 Jonathan Ethan Dhyriam 9 9 

14 Jonathan Roopsingh 10 10 

15 Keturah Manoharan 10 10 

16 Latha Chittaranjan 10 10 

17 Mahilini Santhosh 10 10 

18 Manya Malhotra 10 10 

19 Ranjini Inbaraj 10 10 

20 Rohan Abraham Stanley  10 10 

21 Santosh Dhyriam 9 9 

22 Shekinah Tanya Dhyriam 9 9 

23 Shilpa Malhotra 10 10 

24 Shreya Dhyriam 9 9 

25 Sushma Anna Mathew 10 10 

26 Tasha Grace  10 10 
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Why EanMe? 
‘EanMe’ – literally meaning “unless” in Greek – has its roots in St. 
Thomas the Apostle’s words of doubt. It is based on his famous words to 
the Risen Lord in St. John 20:25: “…Unless I see in His hands the print 
of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and put my hand 
into His side, I will not believe.” 

‘Unless’ or ‘except’ in the King James Version is translated from the 
Greek word ‘Eanme’ εανμε (eh-an’ may) meaning: before, but, except, 
not or unless.  

We welcome your original contributions to the 
EanMe in the form of articles (word limit: 840), 
poems, Protestant church pictures for the cover, or 
information relevant to the season. Please send 
your entries by hard/soft copy to reach the STEC 
church office stthomasenglishchur@bsnl.in or 
stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com by the 20th of 
every month. 

You can read the current issue of EanMe online at 
http://www.santhomeenglishchurch.org/. A few earlier issues have been 
archived on `CSI St. Thomas English Church’ facebook page. 

Contributions are also invited for the Sunday bulletin. If you have any 
interesting information to share in the form of anecdotes, short stories 
etc. (around 100 words) relevant to the Sunday theme, please mail it to 
Kavita Edward: sandeekov@gmail.com  
 
 
We are on Social Media! 
‘Like’ our Church page on Facebook to stay updated 
https://www.facebook.com/StThomasEnglishChurch 
 
Join our Church group on Facebook to connect with 
each other and share / view pictures of church events 
https://www.facebook.com/CSI St. Thomas English Church, Santhome 
 
‘Follow’ @CSI_STEC on Twitter 
 
`Follow’ @csi_stec on Instagram 
 

Travelling on work or vacation?  
Don’t forget to click a picture! 
If you happen to visit or see a beautiful, historic Protestant 
church that you think should be on our EanMe cover, please 
click a hi-res picture and e-mail it, along with a short note 
about the Church, to stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com 

mailto:sandeekov@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/StThomasEnglishChurch
https://www.facebook.com/
mailto:stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com
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If you would like to join, participate in or use your time and effort for the 
Ministries, Fellowships and activities of the Church, please get in touch 
with the following people: 
 
Morning Sunday School – Mrs. Grace Rathnam  
Blossoms for Christ (Evening Sunday School) – Mrs. Sheeba Roshan 
Prayer Fellowship – Mr. Daniel Inbaraj 
Adult Fellowship – Mr. Ajit Stanley Moses 
Choir – Mrs. Anila Manoharan 
Women’s Fellowship – Mrs. Vasanthi Premkumar  
Men’s Fellowship – Mr. Milton Sigamoney 
Rapha (Hospital Ministry) – Mrs. Ranjini Inbaraj  
Church Library – Mrs. Shailaja Henry  
Eco (Garden) – Mrs. Premalatha Samuel 
Evangelism – Mrs. Nirmala Stephen  
EanMe, Website Content, Facebook, Twitter & Instagram moderation – 
Mrs. Fabiola Jacob 
Weekly Bulletin (Pew Sheets) – Mrs. Kavita Edward 
Education Ministry (School) – Mrs. Gemina Martin 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Manohar Devadoss honoured with the `Padma Shri’ 
award, by the Government of India on Republic Day 
2020, for his outstanding contribution in the field of 
`Art’. 
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 FELLOWSHIP PROGRAMMES 
 

Sunday School : 
English:  Sunday – 8:00 am 

Tamil:  Sunday - 4 pm 

Women’s Fellowship : I and III Saturday - 5:00 pm 

Men’s Fellowship : II and IV Saturday - 6:30 pm 

Adults’ Fellowship : Sunday - 5:00 pm 

Hospital visit : II Sunday - 10:15 am 

Prayer Fellowship : I and III Sunday – 7:15 pm 

 

 

 

 

PASTORATE  

COMMITTEE 

MEMBERS 

 

Mr. Ajit Stanley Moses 

Mr. S.P. Paul 

Mr. A. Arun Jacob 

Dr. Vijit Koshy Cherian 

Mrs. Saroja Bai J. 

Mrs. Susanna Premalatha Samuel 

Mrs. Sheeba Roshan 

Mr. Gerald Joshua Divyaprabhu 

Mr. Jewel Solomon Devanand 

Mrs. Nisha Jeethendra 

 

 

 

   

  

 

The Rt. Rev. Dr. J. George Stephen 
Bishop in Madras 

 

Rev. Dr. V. Paul Birla 
Presbyter-in-charge 

 
Mr. Milton Sigamoney 
Mr. Ajit Stanley Moses 

Lay Readers 

             Mr. Stephen Michael A. 
             Secretary 

Mr. Benjamin Hastings 
Treasurer 
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WORSHIP SERVICES – PLAN FOR FEBRUARY 2020 

Date and  
Time 

Day Services and Preacher Theme Stewards for Bible 
Reading and Offertory 

2.2.2020 
7:30 am 

 
 

6.00 pm 

Week before 
Septuagesima 

Presentation of 
Christ in the 

temple 
(Candlemas) 

 
Sung Eucharist: 
Celebrant: Rev. Dr. V. Paul Birla 
 
Evensong: 
Sermon: Mr. Milton Sigamoney 

 
 
 

True piety 
 

Micah 6: 1 – 8 
James 1: 19 – 27 
Psalm 42 
St. Matthew 6: 1 – 8 
 
Mr. & Dr. Mrs. T. Ignatius 

9.2.2020 
7:00 am 

 
 

8:15 am 
 
 

6.00 pm 

Septuagesima 

The Third 
Sunday before 

Lent 

Healing 
Sunday 

 
Holy Eucharist: 
Celebrant: Rev. Dr. V. Paul Birla 
 
Sung Matins: 
Celebrant: Rev. Dr. V. Paul Birla 
 
Holy Eucharist: 
Celebrant: Rev. Dr. V. Paul Birla 

 
 
 

Compassionate 
love and healing 

 
Isaiah 42: 1 – 9  
James 5: 13 – 18  
Psalm 103: 1 – 14  
St. Mark 7: 31 – 37  
 
Doctors 

16.2.2020 
7:30 am 

 
 
 

6.00 pm 

Sexagesima 

The Second 
Sunday before 

Lent 

 
Sung Eucharist: 
Celebrant: Rev. Dr. V. Paul Birla 
 
 
Evensong: 
Sermon: Mr. Ajit Stanley Moses 

 
 

Fall as the 
violation of the 

purpose of 
creation 

Genesis 6: 1 – 13 
Romans 7: 4 – 25 
Psalm 32 
St. Matthew 7: 15 – 23  
 
Mr. & Mrs. Dhiraj 
Malhotra  
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23.2.2020 
7:30 am 

 
 

6.00 pm 

Quinguagesima 

The Sunday 
next before Lent 

 

 
Sung Eucharist: 
Celebrant: Rev. Dr. V. Paul Birla 
 
Evensong: 
Sermon: Rev. Dr. V. Paul Birla 
 

 
 

Lent: a time of 
transformation 

 
 

Isaiah 44: 21 – 28 
Romans 11: 13 – 24 
Psalm 6 
St. John 2: 1 – 11 
 
Mrs. Christianna 
Kanagaraj and                      
Dr. Sharon Kanagaraj 

26.2.2020 
7:00 pm 

Ash 
Wednesday 

 
Sung Eucharist: 
Celebrant: Rev. Dr. V. Paul Birla 
 

 
 

Cross: a call to 
repentance 

 
Isaiah 1: 16 – 20 
2 Corinthians 7: 8 – 16 
Psalm 51 
St. Mark 1: 12 – 15 


