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My dear parishioners, 
 
New Year greetings for a happy and prosperous 
2020 to you all in the sweet name of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ!  Our Lord’s sheer grace has 
enabled us to enter this new year.  Let us walk closer 
with our Lord and live for His glory. 
  
I would like to share from Psalm 147 verses 9 to 14.  

In this passage, verse 9 says He provides food for the cattle and for the 
young ravens when they call.  Whenever we look to Him in prayer, He 
answers and provides our needs.  In this new year we should look on His 
face for each and every need.   
 
Verses 10 to 11 says His pleasure is not in the strength of the horse, nor 
His delight in the legs of man; the Lord delights in those who fear Him, 
who put their hope in His unfailing love.  Usually worldly kings trusted in 
their armies’ strength to bring victory in war. But our Lord seeks those 
who fear Him and who trust in His unfailing love.  We see the horse is 
made ready for the battle, but the victory belongs to the Lord. 
 
Verse 12 to 14 says “Extol the Lord O Jerusalem; praise your God, O 
Zion, for He strengthens the bars of your gates and blesses your people 
within you, He grants peace to your borders and satisfies you with the 
finest of wheat.”  Here we see Jerusalem and Zion as chosen people of 
God. Whenever we seek God’s grace and wait for His leading, our Lord 
delights in us and bestows His grace and blessing on us. 
 
Firstly, He gives security to those who wait upon the grace of God.  God 
himself watches over the family and its members and strengthens the 
bars of your gate.  King David as a king had an army of soldiers, but he 
looked to God for safety and security.  Psalm 17:8 says ‘Keep me as the 
apple of Your eye; hide me in the shadow of Your wings’. 
 
Secondly, He secures our future.  As human beings we cannot know and 
predict our future.  But God cares for our family and He blesses our 
children. Isaiah 54:13 says, ‘All your children will be taught by the Lord, 
and great will be your children’s peace’. 
 
Thirdly, He gives peace to those who wait for His grace.  Peace is  
essential to lead a happy and content life.  Our Lord Jesus Christ 
encouraged His disciples by blessing them with peace.  John 14:27 
”Peace I leave with you, My peace I give you, I do not give to you as the 
world gives.  Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.” 
 
Fourthly, He provides.  Our Lord Jesus Christ taught us to pray for our 
daily bread.  Matthew 6:11 “Give us today our daily bread”.   When we 
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wait upon His filling of grace, He is ready and happy to provide the food 
His children need.  He is our provider God. 
 
May our good Lord enable us to wait upon God’s grace in this new year 
2020, make our lives a channel of blessing to many in this year and for 
the rest of our lives. 
 

Yours in His joyful service,  
Rev. Dr. V. Paul Birla 

Presbyter-in-charge and Chairman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Faith never knows where it is being 
led, but it loves and knows the One 
who is leading – Oswald Chambers 

Nothing paralyzes our lives like the 
attitude that things can never change. We need to remind ourselves that 
God can change things. Outlook determines outcome. If we see only the 
problems, we will be defeated; but if we see the possibilities in the 
problems, we can have victory - Warren Wiersbe 
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NEW PERSPECTIVES 

During a recent visit to the Bird of Prey Centre at 
Kalba near Sharjah in the UAE, we were treated to 
a thrilling, free-flying demonstration of buzzards, 
falcons, owls and mammoth vultures literally 
zipping above our heads. But during a behind-the-

scenes tour of the aviary, I was surprised to find that the most 
magnificent of raptors – a golden eagle – was not included in the bird 
show! The reason being that this bird is a supreme hunter with 
unmatched strength and powerful talons, that it could actually harm the 
spectators. I also learnt that vultures, contrary to their negative 
connotations, never hunted live prey and were actually vital to the 
environment in controlling disease and epidemics. I gained a new 
perspective that day! 

It got me thinking how often as Christians, we form opinions and draw 
conclusions about people and our own situations, contrary to what Christ 
would have us do. A new decade is an excellent opportunity to break 
free from old, staid perspectives and look at things differently. 

While we can’t always control the things of life that impact our day, we do 
have a choice. We can continue to brood over everything that’s going 
wrong around us, or we can change our perspective. We find in the book 
of Acts that when Paul was in Athens, “he was greatly distressed to see 
that the city was full of idols” (Acts 17:16). But when he changed his 
perspective, he used their interest in religion as an opportunity to 
proclaim the true God, Jesus Christ (vv.22-23). 

When we are discouraged by the seemingly ceaseless problems in our 
world, we can enter God’s sanctuary in prayer and be encouraged by the 
life-altering, perspective-changing truth that His judgment is better than 
ours – as we find in the Scripture. Though our circumstances may not 
change immediately, our perspective can.  

In Psalm 119 (the longest psalm in the Bible), we find that despite being 
scorned and ridiculed for trusting the Scriptures (vv.22-23,31,42,46,78), 
the psalmist did not waver but remained fully committed to them. In verse 
97 the psalmist affirms his deep love for God’s law and testifies how 
constant meditation on it has made him wiser than his enemies (v.98), 
his teachers (v.99), and the older (wiser) men of his day (v.100).  

Yes, God’s Word provides wisdom and perspective for living. As 
someone said, “Wisdom is seeing things from God’s perspective”. 

Fabiola Jacob 
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 Gracing our cover this month is the picturesque St. 
Andrew's Presbyterian Church in Kingston, Ontario, 
Canada, photographed by Dr. Rabinder Boaz. 
 
About the Church: 
Located in the heart of downtown Kingston, Ontario, St. 
Andrew's Presbyterian - the first stone church in 

Kingston – was initially built in the 1830s by United Empire Loyalists and 
Scottish immigrants, on its current site at the corner of Princess and 
Clergy Street. Later renovations altered the classical Georgian lines of 
the structure, giving it a distinctly Italianate character. 
 
St. Andrew's was the centre of Presbyterianism in Upper Canada, and 
the church was instrumental in the establishment of Queen's College 
(now Queen's University). 
 
The St. Andrew’s congregation was also involved in getting Queen's past 
the financial problems of its early years, with the second minister of St. 
Andrew’s, Reverend John Machar (featured in ‘Heroes of Faith’ on page 
23), serving as the unpaid president of this institution for seven years. In 
1912 the formal connection between the university and church was 
severed, but many of the traditions at Queen's still have elements of its 
Scottish Presbyterian heritage. 
 
On April 8, 1888, a fire sparked by the church furnace caused the 
structure to burn to the ground, leaving only the thick stone walls 
standing. These walls proved so sturdy that they had to be blown up to 
allow the new church to be built. 
 
The current St. Andrews building was rebuilt in 1889, with an impressive 
and handsome sanctuary and stunning stained-glass windows. The large 
south window features one of the very few stories about St. Andrew in 
the Bible, taken from John 12:20-26, where a group of Greeks ask 
Andrew and Philip if they would be able to meet with Jesus. A smaller 
chapel was added on to the back of the sanctuary in 1967 and it contains 
nine stained glass windows featuring the life and acts of Jesus. 
 
St. Andrews also has a charming two-storey limestone manse 
(parsonage) designed by George Browne and constructed in 1841, 
which is considered ‘one of the finest houses in Kingston’ – and listed as 
an important heritage structure in Canada.  
 
Today, the congregation of St. Andrews plays an active role in the 
Kingston community. One such instance is the Special Meals program at 
St. Andrew's, which commenced in January 1987, and is still running as 
a volunteer program that provides food for those in need. 
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HUMANS ARE CREATED TO BE LIKE 
BUTTERFLIES 

A butterfly lays its eggs on the leaves’ under 
side, 
Human eggs are also in the womb inside; 
When the eggs hatch, the worms come out of the shell, 
Just so, a human babe emerges from its cover for a new life to dwell. 
 
The caterpillar eats the leaves, and moves rapidly over the plants, 
Man also eats and grows fast and lives with many plans; 
The caterpillar retires and forms a cocoon to spend the chrysalis stage, 
Man also grows old and gets into a retirement age. 
 
After ten days the cocoon is broken and the butterfly emerges, 
This stage is very crucial, as the wings should have no damages; 
It dries its wings; flies up in the air to a new life begin, 
Humans who have the Holy Spirit will fly to Heaven to a new life gain. 

Prema Jayasundar 
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ANNOUNCEMENT – CHURCH CONSTITUTION 
 
The Church Constitution has been amended and is available in the 
Church Office for reference. A Suggestions, Complaints and 
Commendations book is also available in the Church Office. Members of 
the congregation can make entries in this book. 

Pastorate Committee  
 
 

 
WRITE TO US! 

Do you have a comment on the articles, a fresh 
new idea or feedback about the EanMe that 
you would like to share with other readers? Mail 
it to stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com with 
‘EanMe MailBox’ in the subject. The best letters 
will be published in the next issue of the 
EanMe. 

 

 
PRAYER POINTS 
Have a prayer point that you would like to share with our 
Church prayer group? Please drop it in the box at the main 
door of our Church, so that it can be included in the prayer list.  
Our Church prayer group meets on the first and third Sunday 
of every month, at 7.15 pm in Church, to pray for general and 
specific needs. You are welcome to join the group.  

 
GEMS FROM THE BIBLE 
 
Put them in your heart-bank – 
memorize and use them! 

• This world is not our home; we 

are looking forward to an 

everlasting home in heaven. – Hebrews 13:14 

• Be satisfied with what you have. – Hebrews 13:5 

• For God has said, “I will never, never fail you nor forsake you.” – 

Hebrews 13:5 

• The Lord is my Helper and I am not afraid of anything that mere man 

can do to me. – Hebrews 13:6 

• Turn away from evil and do good: try to live in peace. – I Peter 3:11 

Premella Soundarapandian 
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CHRISTMAS ROUND-UP 
 

Echoing Christmas through carolling 
 

Shepherds at the grange, 
Where the Babe was born 
Sang with many a change 
Christmas carols until morn - Henry Wadsworth 
Longfellow  
                                                                                                                                                         

Carolling is a popular Christmas tradition to spread the spirit of 
Christmas through music and singing. 
 
Going on carol rounds during Christmas has always been one of those 
events we all unanimously look forward to. The door-to-door carolling for 
the year 2019 was held on two days, 22-23 December. All the 
arrangements including the timing, vans and route for the rounds were 
well-planned and perfectly scheduled by Sheeba and Roshan. 
 
On 22 Dec, the carol rounds began soon after the campfire dinner. We 
were about 40 of us. The group comprised people of all ages including a 
group of boisterous children. The energy was infectious and excitement 
was in the air. In every house we sang three Christmas carols followed 
by a Bible reading by one of the children, prayer by Pastor and sealed it 
with a Christmas and New Year wish. The young boys led us with their 
guitars. Oh, what a joy it was to laugh and sing! We spent about 15 to 20 
minutes in each home. We covered 10 houses mostly in and around 
Santhome and winded up in the wee hours of the next day at around 
1.30 am. 
 
On the second day, we started a little earlier at 8 pm. Around 20 homes 
were covered, including the long-distance ones and the carolling went up 
to 2.30 am. We had a blast as we went "dashing through the roads" to 
spread the season's hope, joy and cheer. All of us including the little 
ones were wide awake, thoroughly enjoying singing and greeting 
everyone and the yummy snacks/drinks served in each home. Dinner 
was at Deepak Rathnam annan's place and it was simply delicious with a 
wide range of food.  
 
The love and warmth with which we were received in every home was 
overwhelming. We completed the carol rounds feeling rejuvenated and 
wishing why we didn't go Christmas carolling all year around! 

Priya Muller 
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Christmas Mosaic 
 

The last Sunday in Advent has always been a much 
awaited and special day for me, and this year too, I 
was looking forward to listening to STEC choir 

rendering ‘Christmas Mosaic’ – a cantata by Marty Parks. 
 
The cantata began with a grand fanfare for the Messiah, meticulously 
played by Anila Manoharan on the keyboard. Traditional Advent and 
Christmas songs were beautifully incorporated in the melodious songs by 
Marty Parks. The broad spectrum of moods we feel at Christmas – a holy 
hush, jubilant praise and full-throated celebration was created very 
powerfully by the 40-voice choir whose age group ranged from 5 to 75 
years. J S Bach’s evergreen ‘Jesu, joy of man’s desiring’ and Handel’s 
‘For unto us’ were rendered with a lot of enthusiasm – ably conducted by 
Anila. It was a joy to see the noisy and energetic kids standing in one 
place and singing their hearts out. 
 
As all of us held candles and sang ‘Silent Night’, there was a oneness of 
spirit and joy that filled the Church. Truly the choir brought in the 
presence of ‘Emmanuel, God with us’. 
 
Hats off to you STEC choir – you did it again! 

Alice Lawrence 

 
 

Christmas Tree Programme 
 

As the carol goes, it’s the most wonderful 
time of the year. It was the most wonderful 
time for children and parents gathered from 
3 pm onwards on 28 Dec 2019. The multi-
purpose hall was decorated festively with 
balloons and streamers and of course the beautifully decorated 
Christmas tree added to the feel of excitement in the air.  
 
Pastor blessed the gathering with opening prayer and started the 
festivities. Mercy, Kevin and Nikhil led the gathering of eager little 
children in singing carols like ‘Long time ago in Bethlehem’ and ‘Jingle 
bell rock’. Roopa Daniel enthralled the audience with a story about the 
importance of giving the gift of love during Christmas. 
 
Then came the exciting part - the games organised by Nikhil Rathnam. 
The tiny tots 1-3 yrs set the ball rolling - so to speak! They ran and 
picked up yellow smiley balls and gave it to the referee Shobana 
Soundarapandian. They were ably assisted by family and cheered on by 
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the enthusiastic audience. Drawing the tail on the donkey was the game 
for the next age group 4-6yrs. The next game was an interesting blind-
folded obstacle course between two teams of pre-teens to 14 yr olds. A 
member from each team was blindfolded and urged on by the rest of the 
team members through an obstacle course.  
 
Following this was a game of bursting balloons tied to the foot of each 
child and the children had to prove their agility while protecting their own 
balloon and at the same time trying to burst the opponent’s.  The final 
game was for all those who were present. Three teams of human chains 
had to pass through a hoola hoop without breaking a link and the fastest 
team was declared the winner. I enjoyed judging the games and 
declaring the winners. We tucked into delicious cake, coffee, chicken puff 
and juice. Santa distributed gifts to all the children and Milton uncle 
concluded with closing prayer. 
 
A special word of thanks to Priya Muller for the decorations, Caroline 
Roopsingh for the cakes and Sheeba Roshan for organising the entire 
event. 

Dr. Priya Ignatius 
 
 

Gift Distribution at CSI School for the Deaf 
 

At Christmas, we celebrate the birthday of Jesus - God's greatest gift of 
love to mankind. As children of God, we are expected to share this 
inexplicable gift with others - our near and dear ones, our friends and 
neighbours and more significantly with people in need of love and 
companionship. 
 
As a tradition at STEC, the children cheerfully offer gifts at the altar on 
Gift Sunday. And so they did this year also. A few families met together 
around 3pm in the Church compound and along with Pastor and his wife, 
set out to distribute these gifts to the students at the C. S. I. School for 
the Deaf. 
 
The excited students there had gathered in a small hall and welcomed us 
with an array of dances and mimes. After the Christmas message by 
Pastor, we distributed the gifts for which the staff and students were 
profusely grateful. We were then treated to coffee and cakes specially 
baked by the students.  
 
The number of students had gone up to 170 this year as they have 
started a vocational unit as well. It was a pleasure to see the sparkle and 
glow in the children's eyes and it was well worth a swap for an afternoon 
siesta!  

Sheeba Roshan
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STEC RAPHA MINISTRY –  
A REPORT 

 
“This is the Lord’s doing, and it is 
marvellous in our eyes.” – Psalm 
118:23 
 
By the sheer grace of God, the 
members of the Rapha Fellowship 
were able to visit CSI Kalyani Multi-
Speciality Hospital once every month, 
usually on 2nd Sundays, after the 
worship service. The members met the 
patients admitted in the general wards 

and the children’s ward and prayed for them individually after singing a 
song along with a few Bible verses of comfort and healing. A record of 
the patients was also maintained for continued prayer. 
 
The highlights of the year are: 
• Rapha Sunday in July - when the Rapha members took an active part 
during the worship service.  
• Distributing Christmas gifts to the inpatients at CSI Kalyani Multi-
speciality Hospital on 15 December 2019 and sharing God’s love during 
Christmas. 
• Visit to the Mission to the Blind’s Head Office on 21 December 2019 – 
singing songs, conducting games and sharing the word of God to 
encourage them in their faith journey. 
 
All this would not have been possible but for the constant guidance and 
mercy of our Saviour. Hence the verse, Psalm 118:23. I take this 
opportunity to thank our Pastor, the Pastorate Committee and the faithful 
members for their support. We welcome you to join this fellowship and 
serve the Lord. 

Ranjini Inbaraj 

 
 

Being in Christ, it is safe to forget 
the past; it is possible to be sure of 
the future; it is possible to be diligent 
in the present - Alexander MacLaren 
 
A revival is nothing else than a new beginning of obedience to God – 
Charles Finney 
 
 Our quitting point is God's beginning point - Woodrow Kroll 
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A DECEMBER TO PONDER 

As a child, I waited for the month of December only to see the purple 
December flowers in bloom, fresh with soft petals. In school it was a treat 
to see friends wearing the signature flower in variants dark and light 
purple, striped and spotted in white, pinkish purple. 
As a youth, I waited for the month of December for carols - carols by 
candlelight, carols in church, carols at home, carols on the streets. 
As a young adult, I waited for the month of December for cakes and 
candy making, shopping for clothes, children rejoicing. 
As a senior adult, I wait for the month of December for family reunions, 
sharing, grandchildren... (they call it spoiling). 
 
It is December again and am now with my grandchildren overseas. It is 
so beautiful outside, but not more than the children God gave, as the 
Word of God says, they are fearfully and wonderfully made. Everywhere 
you turn you see gifts and gift bags, wrappers and ribbons containing 
cosmetics and chocolates. They say it is a season of gifting, but this 
does not remind me of Christ. 
 
It is December, and I’m coming back home to my mom, who over the 
years has become shrivelled and small, fragile and frugal, loving and 
beloved, holding and beholden. I’m tired and torn to leave and the still 
small voice of calm says “Your Mother is waiting for you there”. With 
heaviness I leave with my three adorable gifts for Advent. 
 
The first and the eldest of the three, a dreamer passionate brings in a 
handmade heart. It has pink that portrays the purity of the love of a child. 
There is red that reminds me that He died for me and the white that I’m 
washed white as snow.  
The middle child, yes as always sandwiched and shy, stubborn and 
serene, styled on art and craft, brings in a rock with hope on it, touched 
by a dot of pink. Oh! The Rock, on Christ the solid Rock I stand, for all 
other ground is sinking sand. 
The last, the ruddy, the handsome picks up a purple bead and places it 
in the palm of my hand, “your gift and do not forget to take it”. I’m back to 
purple days of December, the transition from flowers to beads. Purple for 
me is now Advent. 
 
I leave with all, the Rock in one hand, Bead in the other and the Heart in 
its place. Halfway to the airport it is hard to realise that I left the Heart 
behind. Determined to detour to collect what I left, despite the voice that 
it is after all a plastic that can come through post, I landed at the door 
with the Dreamer holding it close. 
 
Then I come to my senses on hearing “As always you are late for flights”. 
Am stressed and as sentimental as could be. I speak to myself. It is after 
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all a missed flight and endurance of nth time advice, but not going 
without the Pink Heart of my Life. 
 
I’m back to my nesting home, just in time to see Mom, waiting to close 
her eyes and slip into oblivion. After all I have always trusted the still 
small voice of calm for all that has been entrusted to my care with God 
as my Helper. 

Nirmala Stephen 
nimmisesm@gmail.com 
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‘HIDE THEM IN YOUR HEART' - A SCRIPTURE CHALLENGE! 
 
Can you memorize Psalm 119:1-8 before 26 January 2020? 
 
If this offer appeals to you, please approach 
Roshan Soundarapandian (Mobile No: 98403 
88365) - a surprise awaits you! 
The winners will be announced in next month's 
EanMe!  
Of course, prizes would follow! 
Anyone can rise to the opportunity - no age limit 
– all the best!  
 
Why the Scripture Challenge? 
There is no other single discipline in Christian life that is more rewarding 
than memorizing Scripture. Our prayer life will be strengthened. Our 
witnessing will be sharper and effective. Our attitude and perspective will 
begin to change. Our mind will become alert, observant and confident, 
enhancing our faith in ourselves and in God. 
 
We need to hide God's Word in our hearts so that we don't sin against 
Him. Carrying Scripture in our hands and also in our hearts is a way to 
cherish God's Word, creating an amazing opportunity to meditate on the 
truth and hastening the process of transforming us into Christ-likeness. 
When we fill our minds with the Word of God, we build a barrier between 
us and the enemy. The more verses you memorize, the barricade 
becomes higher and stronger. 

 
The Word of God brings us wisdom, strength and 
hope. It gives assurance, solace, power and 
authority. Above all we will enjoy peace of mind. So 
come, let's indulge in this overwhelming experience! 
 

Winners:  

Name 
  

July 
2019 

Aug 
2019 

Sep 
2019 

Oct 
2019 

Nov 
2019 

Dec 
2019 

Psalm 
128 

The Ten 
Comman
dments 

Psalm 
8 

Psalm 
15 

Psalm 
122 

Psalm 
62 

Iris Manoharan      

Ranjini Inbaraj      

Aria Manoharan      

Keturah Manoharan      

Felicia Williams      

Jaden Johnsson Dhyriam      
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Jonathan Ethan Dhyriam      

Jonathan Roopsingh      

Jeremy Roopsingh      

Mercy Roshan      

Zoey Joanna Emmanuel      

Joshua Emmanuel      

Priya Muller      

Jadon Titus Muller      

Latha Chittaranjan       

Zibia Thiraviaraj      

Ezekiel David      

Joann Ignatius      

Jessica Lily      

Joshua John      

Shirley John      

Kevin Timothy Muller      
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TRIBUTE TO THE TRIBE 

It was the year 1986, 33 years ago, when we became a part of STEC 
fellowship. When we came, the first thing that dawned was that this was 
a ‘family’ Church.  

Like the twelve tribes of Israel, the STEC family too had a number of 
tribes. Mostly they were known by their surnames, followed by their fond 
names like ‘Moses’, and then the ‘Thangiahs’. This family was known by 
a fond name too. I wondered why but I mostly attributed it the fair gender 
clan of the family. The youth of these families were an adorable, vibrant 
and lovable lot. 

Residentially, we were close to the Kumars (Thangiah) for a couple of 
years and that bonding lasted with our generation clan. Priscilla’s 
pleasant smile seldom would go unnoticed and without my knowledge I 
would speak in a hushed tone if it is Priscilla. I would lower my head to 
listen to her amidst the chatter, for her words were rare and few. How 
can I ever forget the Thanksgiving of 2016, when she was not well, but 
wanted so deeply to honour the blessing basket through Niranjan. 
Priscilla wanted to bless and so did the most admired Mumma Moses. 
She was poised both in sickness and in health. I thought you bade bye to 
visit Mini and John, lest I knew it was for life beyond. You went with 
blessing, Priscilla. 

Looking back, not to be missed is the Pastorate Committee (PC) days of 
Ponnuraj Annan. All that I knew was that he was always there. Debating 
was his style but most of the time I joined just for the sake of it. He was 
always right and so the bottom line had to be his. He would just stop in 
his tracks if you mention that he was Raja's Dad. The Golden Jubilee 
brought you both back to home church after a long time, and thank you 
Ramani for the lovely memories, but it is harder for us now. 

Chinniah Annan and Nalini Ma the love pair, the turtledove parents of 
Sujata and Sunita. They were there for all the events of STEC even 
when their girls were not there. For the girls I was Nimmie’Ka and so it 
was for Nalini Ma. I always wondered how you remained as innocent as 
a dove till the end, and then how could Annan remain? Girls you will 
always remain in our prayer. 

I'm coming to my most favourite and in reality, for many is Rajkumar 
Annan. His gentleness was an aura, and as termed by the English, he 
was Gentleman Rajkumar Thangiah. The Word of God speaks about 
gentleness, kindness, goodness, as gifts of the Holy Spirit. His 
expression was through music with his near and ever dear Prema Ka. 
When he walked back from participating at the Lord’s Table 
(Communion) his joy was emanating and he would pat on Stephen's 
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shoulder. Annan your words meant so much to Stephen and I; and we 
will treasure those in pleasant private. God, now there is a tribe of STEC 
over there and we are assured of Your loving care. 

Nirmala Stephen 
nimmisesm@gmail.com 

 
 

GOD WAITED by Winn Collier 
 
Bible portion: Isaiah 30:8–18 
 
The Lord longs to be gracious to you. 
Isaiah 30:18 
 
When Denise Levertov was just twelve, 
long before she became a renowned 
poet, she had the gumption to mail a 
package of poetry to the great poet T. 

S. Eliot. She then waited for a reply. Surprisingly, Eliot sent two pages of 
handwritten encouragement. In the preface to her collection The Stream 
and the Sapphire, she explained how the poems “trace [her] own 
movement from agnosticism to Christian faith.” It’s powerful, then, to 
recognize how one of the later poems (“Annunciation”) narrates Mary’s 
surrender to God. Noting the Holy Spirit’s refusal to overwhelm Mary and 
His desire for Mary to freely receive the Christ child, these two words 
blaze at the poem’s center: “God waited.” 
 
In Mary’s story, Levertov recognized her own. God waited, eager to love 
her. He would not force anything upon her. He waited. Isaiah described 
this same reality, how God stood ready, eager with anticipation, to 
shower Israel with tender love. “The Lord longs to be gracious to you . . . 
to show you compassion” (30:18). He was ready to flood His people with 
kindness, and yet God waited for them to willingly receive what He 
offered (v. 19). 
 
It’s a wonder that our Creator, the Savior of the world, chooses to wait for 
us to welcome Him. The God who could so easily overpower us 
practices humble patience. The Holy One waits for us. 
 
In what areas of your life has God been waiting for you? How might you 
surrender to Him? 
 
God, it boggles my mind that You wait for me. Wait? For me? This 
makes me trust You, desire You. Please come. Give me Your full self. 
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TOO SOON TO QUIT – By WARREN. W. WIERSBE 
 

The following is a continuation of 
my review of Warren Wiersbe’s 
“Too soon to quit” – that was 
published in the December 2019 
EanMe.  
 

I take pleasure in continuing this article about the next character or 
achiever, about Jeremiah, the Traitor. The Author’s title for this chapter is 
“what God begins, He will complete”. 
 
It is very interesting to know that Jeremiah’s name is found in the English 
Dictionary in the word “JEREMIND” which means “a prolonged 
lamentation, a mournful complaint”. It is a reference to Jeremiah’s tears 
and grief recorded in his prophecy and the book of Lamentations. As the 
nation had broken their covenant with God, and were to suffer the terrible 
consequences at the hands of King Nebuchadnezzar. But very few only 
cried out to God for mercy. The people refused to listen to Jeremiah’s 
preaching of 40 years. But they plunged deeper into idolatry, immorality 
and futile attempts to get help from everyone except from God. Jeremiah 
was called a “traitor”, because he requested people to surrender to the 
Babylonians so that God may spare Jerusalem, and the temple. During 
his ministry, he was arrested and imprisoned, beaten and put in the 
stocks and even dropped into a filthy cistern and left to die’ (Jer. 36). 
 
But Jeremiah was not a traitor, he was a faithful citizen and a covenant 
keeping Jew, and he only had the remedy for the nation’s plight. His life 
was in danger but he would not quit. The words of Paul, Philippi, explain 
how Jeremiah kept going – that he who began a good work in you will 
carry it onto completion. Phil. 1:6. 
 
God’s calling to Jeremiah was the only assurance and encouragement in 
his life and ministry. He writes that the word of the Lord came to me 
saying, “Before I formed you in the womb, I knew, before you were born, 
I set you apart….(Jeremiah 1:5).” 
 
He was born to be a priest, but God called him to the much more difficult 
ministry of a prophet. The work of a prophet was usually unpredictable 
and at times unsafe. God gave three ministries to the Jewish people – 
King, Priest, and Prophet. It was not an easy task; more than one 
prophet has been martyred. 
 
Of course, God’s call places on us an obligation to obey, whether we 
think we are qualified or not. Jeremiah also thought that he was very 
young to be a successful prophet and not gifted enough to speak God’s 
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words (1:6). But God made it clear that his call was more than an 
obligation. It was an opportunity to rescue the Kingdom of Judah from 
ruin. And Jeremiah to grow spiritually while serving God and the people. 
The false prophets preached a popular message of “Peace and safety”. 
But people closed their ears to what Jeremiah had to say about sin and 
judgment. Jeremiah was forced to go to Egypt and there he died. From 
the human point of view he was a failure, but from the God’s point of 
view, he had fulfilled his calling and was a success.  
 
A prophet without a word from god is not really a prophet at all. Jeremiah 
often mentions; The Lord said to me and the word of the Lord came to 
me saying. “Hear the word of the Lord”. The Hebrew word translated 
hear is ‘listen’ and obey is used nearly 200 times. Jeremiah did not want 
a surface ministry but he wanted the word to penetrate their hearts and 
transform their lives.  
 
When we fail to proclaim the word of God, we grieve the Holy Spirit who 
wrote it, and we also grieve Jesus about whom the scripture was written. 
God does not want or listen to our clear idea and try to decide how to 
use them. He watches over his words and sees to it that it does its job 
(1:12). (Isaiah 55:11) Jeremiah rejoiced in God’s words and was 
nourished by it. (15:16) for if we don’t feed ourselves, how can we feed 
others? The word of God has its answer our questions or the assurances 
for our fears. 
 
Joshua said it best: you know with all your heart and soul that not one of 
all the good promises, the Lord your God gave you has failed. Joshua 
23:14. 
 
Prayer helped Jeremiah to keep going when it seemed like everything 
was against him. 
 
Jeremiah was sustained by prayer with understanding of the times. 
Understanding means knowing our weaknesses. We must have an 
understanding that God is with us. Standing for truth as well as praying 
for the souls with burdened heart is the specialty of Jeremiah. 
 
What God begins, He will complete. This is for our hope and strong 
belief. While remembering our great prophet Jeremiah. 
 
All glory to be the Almighty.  

    
Gnanaoli David 
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THE BOY AND HIS BOAT 

An 8-year-old boy went into his father’s 
carpentry shed to pick up some tools to 
make a small wooden boat. When it was 
ready, he took it to the stream that flowed 
behind his home. Then he tied one end of 

the string to the boat and the other end to his finger. The boy walked 
along the edge of the stream as the boat moved forward. Suddenly the 
string snapped and the boat floated downstream until it could not be 
seen. The boy returned home dejected and sad because he lost the boat 
that he had made. 

One day he and his father passed a toy shop. In the window the boy saw 
his boat and told his Dad that he wanted it because he found it! The 
salesman said that they will have to buy it from him because he bought it 
from somebody else. The father purchased the boat. The happy boy 
said: “I made you, so you belong to me.” 

This is the story of our lives. God created us and made this planet with 
water to drink, fruit and vegetables to eat, and fresh air to breathe. But 
we went far away from Him due to disobedience and were lost in our 
sins. Then one day 2000 years ago, God sent His son Jesus to find us 
and rescue us from the world. He died a horrible death by crucifixion on 
the cross at Mount Calvary. We should have been punished for the sins 
we committed. But He became our substitute because He loved us. So, 
when we confess our sins and ask for forgiveness, the Blood of Christ 
cleanses us and we receive a new nature because the Holy Spirit dwells 
in our hearts. We belong to God who created us. We will live eternally 
with Him in heaven. This is our blessed hope and His promise to us. Is 
Jesus Christ your Saviour? “For unto you is born in this day in Bethlehem 
a Saviour which is Christ the Lord.” (Luke 2:11). Rejoice in the Lord 
always! 

Written by Betty Isaacs 
Contributed by Sarojini Samuel 

 
 
Let’s make one resolution this year: to 
anchor ourselves to God’s grace – Chuck 
Swindoll 
 

New Year’s Day is a good time to fix one’s eyes on the only One who 
knows what the year is to hold – Elisabeth Elliot 
 

This one simple act of beginning each day with God sets each day on 
the path of wisdom – Elizabeth George
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AGNES MARIA TURNBULL – 
MEDICAL MISSIONARY TO INDIA 

 
Agnes Maria Turnbull was born on 29 August 
1866 in Melrose, Upper Canada, as the eldest 
daughter of Agnes Maltman and John Turnbull, a 
Presbyterian minister. 

 
In their memorial service for Agnes Maria Turnbull in 1907, officers of the 
Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society of the Presbyterian Church in 
Canada (Western Division) declared that it had been “a lifelong wish of 
the parents to give their eldest child to foreign service.” The statement 
was formulaic, but it reflected the important role of parental 
encouragement in giving rise to the vocations that sent hundreds of 
Canadian Protestants to foreign mission fields during the late 19th and 
early 20th centuries. 
 
Agnes had been baptized in October 1866 by her father’s friend William 
McLaren (MacLaren), who in 1875 became convenor of the church’s 
Foreign Missions Committee (Western Division). Her schooling probably 
took place in the Melrose area (near Belleville), where John Turnbull had 
a ministerial charge until 1881. In the early 1880s the family moved to 
Quebec. Agnes obtained a diploma from McGill Normal School in 1885 
and began teaching. 
 
In 1887 she wrote to the FMC to enquire about becoming a missionary. 
The committee encouraged her to prepare by becoming a doctor, since, 
particularly in India, where the traditions of purdah prevailed, the practice 
of medicine by women missionaries had come to be seen as an effective 
way to demonstrate the benevolence of Christianity to segregated 
women. Assisted financially by the WFMS, Agnes attended Women’s 
Medical College, Kingston, from 1888 to 1892 and after graduating spent 
several weeks obtaining postgraduate training in New York. On 11 Aug. 
1892, at an impressive church service in Belleville, she was formally 
designated for work in India. She travelled to Scotland with her father to 
visit relatives before proceeding to India with fellow missionary Jessie 
Duncan, who would become her “almost constant companion.” In 
November 1892 they arrived in Indore, headquarters of the Central India 
mission since its founding in 1877. 
 
Like other newly arrived missionaries, Agnes was expected to 
concentrate on acquiring a local language. She also assisted in the 
women’s hospital and for some months supervised a mission school. By 
1895 she had been transferred to the mission station at Neemuch. There 
she practised medicine from two dispensaries and pioneered medical 
work in a new outstation, Jawad. As in Indore, some of her duties 
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involved home visiting. Agnes willingly combined evangelistic activities 
with medical work. She also took part in the struggle to obtain a greater 
role for women in the mission’s government, hitherto dominated by male 
missionaries, despite their smaller number. She was not, however, a 
frequent correspondent nor does she appear to have done much public 
speaking while on furlough. As a result, little is known about her religious 
or feminist views. 
 
At the turn of the century, Central India was devastated by a famine, 
which was followed by outbreaks of plague. Agnes, who had been on 
furlough in Canada at the height of the famine, was back in Indore in 
charge of medical work at the time of the most serious outbreak of 
plague, in 1903. She cooperated fully with British medical officials in 
relief work and thus came to the attention of imperial authorities. In 1905, 
when the Prince and Princess of Wales visited Indore, she was the only 
member of the mission staff introduced to them. A year later she was 
awarded the Kaiser-i-Hind Medal, established by the imperial 
government in 1900 to recognize “service in the advancement of the 
public interest in India.” Agnes did not live to enjoy the attention that the 
honour would have brought her in Canada. She passed away on 5 
January 1907 in Neemuch, India. Within months of receiving the medal 
she had succumbed to a paralysing illness, the result, colleague 
Margaret MacKellar wrote, of the even greater zeal for plague relief that 
the decoration had inspired. In a message of sympathy, India’s viceroy, 
Lord Minto also attributed Agnes’s illness to her plague work. Following 
her death, British residents of Indore installed a brass tablet in her 
memory in the local Anglican church. 
 
WFMS officials in Canada used Agnes’s death as an object lesson in 
missionary zeal, praying “that her noble example may prove a stimulus to 
many young women in the Church, and inspire them to offer themselves 
for this Christlike work.” But such tributes were not sufficient to stimulate 
new medical-missionary vocations in the numbers desired, especially 
given the demise of the women’s medical colleges in Kingston and 
Toronto, which had produced so many members of the first generation of 
missionary doctors. Nor could the WFMS guarantee lasting fame for a 
missionary who had been as uninclined as Agnes Turnbull to engage in 
self-promotion. 

Ruth Compton Brouwer 
Courtesy: Dictionary of Canadian Biography 

 
 
Although our New Year’s resolutions may 
quickly crumble, God’s plans never fail. – 
Charles Stanley 
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JESUS CALLS US 
 

Most of the hymns that Cecil Frances Alexander 
wrote, were written for children, and many of her best 
children’s hymns were written before she was twenty 
years old. 

 
When Cecil was thirty-two, she married William 

Alexander, a parish minister in an impoverished rural area of northern 
Ireland. She loved the people. One writer says, `From one house to 
another, from one bed of sickness to another, from one sorrow to 
another she went’. Another describes her life this way: `Day after day 
she rode over the wet moorlands in all weathers, carrying food, warm 
clothing, medical supplies to the impoverished and sick’. 
 
One day, her husband asked her to write a hymn for adults. He would be 
preaching on the call of Andrew by Jesus on the shores of Galilee, and 
he needed a hymn to go along with his sermon. So she wrote `Jesus 
calls us o’er the tumult’ – a simple hymn with a powerful application. It 
was one of the few hymns that she wrote for adults. 
 
Jesus calls us o'er the tumult of our life's wild restless sea; 
Day by day His sweet voice soundeth saying, 'Christian, follow Me.' 
 
As of old Saint Andrew heard it by the Galilean lake, 
Turned from home and work and kindred, leaving all for Jesus' sake. 
 
Jesus calls us from the worship of the vain world's golden store, 
From each idol that would keep us, saying, 'Christian, love Me more.' 
 
In our joys and in our sorrows, days of toil and hours of ease, 
Still He calls, in cares and pleasures, 'Christian, love Me more than 
these.' 
 
Jesus calls us: by Thy mercies, Saviour, may we hear Thy call, 
give our hearts in glad obedience, serve and love Thee best of all. 

 
 

Of all persons the Christian should be best 
prepared for whatever the New Year brings. 
He has dealt with life at its source. In Christ 
he has disposed of a thousand enemies that 
other men must face alone and unprepared. He can face his tomorrow 
cheerful and unafraid because yesterday he turned his feet into the ways 
of peace and today he lives in God. The man who has made God his 
dwelling place will always have a safe habitation – A.W. Tozer 
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REVEREND JOHN MACHAR - 
PRESBYTERIAN CLERGYMAN AND 
EDUCATOR 
 
Born as the youngest of the nine children of 

David Machir, a small farmer, and Jean Walker, John Machar was 
baptized on 18 December 1796 at Tannadice, Forfarshire (Angus), 
Scotland. 
 
John Machar’s mother had been educated by her father, a classical 
scholar driven into obscurity through his attachment to the Young 
Pretender, Charles Edward. Her unusually strong traditions of piety and 
culture deeply influenced her son. He attended a local school at 
Tannadice and the grammar school at Brechin, then entered King’s 
College, Aberdeen, where he obtained the degree of MA in 1814. Before 
being licensed to preach by the Church of Scotland in October 1819 he 
taught in a school at Inverurie, Aberdeenshire, acted as tutor in private 
families, and attended two sessions at the University of Edinburgh. While 
waiting for a permanent appointment he assisted in a number of 
parishes, including those of Brechin and Logie, and again tutored. 
 
In 1826 the elders of St Andrew’s Church at Kingston requested the 
Edinburgh Presbytery to nominate a minister to succeed the Reverend 
John Barclay. Machar was chosen and reached Kingston by way of New 
York early in September 1827. From then until his death he was 
honoured for his untiring pastoral work which was not confined to 
Kingston but extended to many surrounding districts then without regular 
church services. Despite poor health, partly the result of a severe attack 
of rheumatic fever in 1831, he also worked among the immigrants who 
passed through Kingston travelling west, many of whom became victims 
of the prevailing cholera epidemics. 
 
In 1831 Machar was one of 14 ministers of the Church of Scotland who, 
along with five representative elders met at Kingston to establish the first 
Synod of the Presbyterian Church in Upper Canada. John Mackenzie 
was elected first moderator in 1831; Machar became moderator in 1833. 
Machar was also secretary of the Religious Tract Society and of the 
Kingston Bible Society, a promoter of Sabbath schools, and a 
Presbyterian chaplain to the army in Kingston. In a period of rather bitter 
religious controversy he was notable for his friendly co-operation with 
clergymen of other denominations, particularly with his neighbour, the 
Reverend R. D. Cartwright of the Church of England. Together they 
worked to endow day schools in the Midland District for the benefit of 
those who could not afford the usual fees. 
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Machar was by taste a pastor and a scholar finding his recreation in his 
own unusually fine library. He is chiefly remembered, however, for the 
part he played in founding and fostering Queen’s College at Kingston. He 
was among the 12 clergymen and 15 laymen named in the charter as the 
first board of trustees. One of the few who lived in Kingston and who 
could attend meetings regularly he was for over 20 years closely 
concerned with the management of the college and of its auxiliary 
school. For a number of years, he conducted the classes in Hebrew. In 
1846, as a result of the division of the church in Canada in 1844 
following the “great disruption” of 1843 in Scotland, and of the failure to 
secure for Queen’s a share in the King’s College endowment, some 
thought that the college should be closed. It was then, at the request of 
the trustees, that Machar, while remaining pastor of St Andrew’s, 
accepted the temporary position of principal of Queen’s, in succession to 
Thomas Liddell. The University of Glasgow accorded him the customary 
honour of the DD in the following year. He carried on until 1852 with a 
temporary, part-time, and constantly changing staff. He asked for no 
regular salary, and returned, in the form of bursaries, substantial portions 
of the honoraria voted by the board; the rest he devoted to paying off the 
debt on St Andrew’s Church. The only tangible profit of these years to 
him was the magnificent folio edition of Walton’s “Polyglot Bible” which 
now forms a part of the distinguished collection of Bibles in Queen’s 
University library. 
 
Machar resigned as principal in 1852 but continued to serve until 1853 
when he was at last allowed to retire in favour of the Reverend James 
George. He left Queen’s in what may be termed a typical situation of 
precarious security. He continued to act as trustee until his death in 
1863, and in 1855–57 he again took charge of the Hebrew classes. He 
had married in 1832, but the name of his wife is not known. His daughter, 
Agnes Maule Machar, who was known as a writer of verse and short 
stories, published a brief biography of Machar in 1873. His son, John, a 
graduate of Queen’s, practised as a lawyer in Kingston and was a 
member of the faculty of the abortive college of law at Queen’s in 1880. 
 

Hilda Neatby 
Courtesy: Dictionary of Canadian Biography
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BIBLE QUIZ FOR ALL 
 
All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness. - II Timothy 3:16 
 
God honours and promises to bless all those who 
respect, love and meditate on His precious Word. It is 
the most valuable possession we own because it is our Father's love 
letter to us. Everything else will pass away, 'but the Word of God stands 
forever'. - Isaiah 40:8. 

The quiz is open to participants of all ages.  
Answers should be given by the 20th of the month.  Late entries will not 
be considered.  
Answers should be mailed to sheebs@hotmail.com or sent to Mrs. 
Sheeba Roshan +91 98402 16279. 
Names of participants with score will be mentioned in the next issue.  
Winners will be awarded at the end of the year. 
 
QUIZ 1 
 
Portion: St. Matthew 1 - 14 

1. What about the Centurion caused Jesus to marvel?  
2. Which little act did Jesus say would be rewarded?  
3. Why did Jesus needed to be baptized?  
4. What is promised for those who labour?  
5. Who is Jesus greater than?  
6. What should we practise secretly?  
7. Which three women are mentioned in Jesus' genealogy besides His 
mother Mary?  
8. Where did the wise men go first?  
9. Who did Salmon beget?  
10. What is the occupation of the foolish man and the wise man? 

Answers to Quiz 12: 
1. Santa Claus  
2. Vixen (female fox) 
3. The Wise men (Magi) who summoned him  
4. Yule was originally a pagan festival also called "The Winter Solstice" 
5. On January 6th,7th or 8th 
6. Austria 
7. The Bible does not mention any specific number. 
8.  "Do You Hear What I Hear" 
9. 6 points 
10. Epiphany 

mailto:sheebs@hotmail.com
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Points tally after Quiz 12:   

  

 
     
    Dec 2019  Aggregate 

1 Daniel Inbaraj  10 120 

2 Felicia Williams 10 120 

3 Hannah Cheryl Daniel 10 120 

4 Jaden Johnsson Dhyriam 10 110 

5 Jadon Titus Muller 10 110 

6 Jason Travis Daniel  10 120 

7 Jeremy Roopsingh 10 120 

8 Jessica Lilly 10 109 

9 Jeyasri David 10 110 

10 Joann Ignatius 10 100 

11 Jonathan Ethan Dhyriam 10 110 

12 Jonathan Roopsingh 10 120 

13 Keturah Manoharan 10 120 

14 Mahilini Santhosh 10 120 

15 Pamela Bridget - 10 

16 Rohan Abraham Stanley  10 120 

17 Santosh Dhyriam 10 90 

18 Shekinah Tanya Dhyriam - 60 

19 Shreya Dhyriam 10 90 

20 Tasha Grace  10 120 

21 Zibia Thiraviaraj - 90 
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I set My rainbow in the cloud, and it shall be for the sign of the covenant 
between Me and the earth. It shall be, when I bring a cloud over the 
earth, that the rainbow shall be seen in the 
cloud; and I will remember My covenant 
which is between Me and you and every 
living creature of all flesh; the waters shall 
never again become a flood to destroy all 
flesh. The rainbow shall be in the cloud, and 
I will look on it to remember the everlasting 
covenant between God and every living 
creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” 
Genesis 9:13-16 
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Why EanMe? 
‘EanMe’ – literally meaning “unless” in Greek – has its roots in St. 
Thomas the Apostle’s words of doubt. It is based on his famous words to 
the Risen Lord in St. John 20:25: “…Unless I see in His hands the print 
of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and put my hand 
into His side, I will not believe.” 

‘Unless’ or ‘except’ in the King James Version is translated from the 
Greek word ‘Eanme’ εανμε (eh-an’ may) meaning: before, but, except, 
not or unless.  

We welcome your original contributions to the 
EanMe in the form of articles (word limit: 840), 
poems, Protestant church pictures for the cover, or 
information relevant to the season. Please send 
your entries by hard/soft copy to reach the STEC 
church office stthomasenglishchur@bsnl.in or 
stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com by the 20th of 
every month. 

You can read the current issue of EanMe online at 
http://www.santhomeenglishchurch.org/. A few earlier issues have been 
archived on `CSI St. Thomas English Church’ facebook page. 

Contributions are also invited for the Sunday bulletin. If you have any 
interesting information to share in the form of anecdotes, short stories 
etc. (around 100 words) relevant to the Sunday theme, please mail it to 
Kavita Edward: sandeekov@gmail.com  
 
 
We are on Social Media! 
‘Like’ our Church page on Facebook to stay updated 
https://www.facebook.com/StThomasEnglishChurch 
 
Join our Church group on Facebook to connect with 
each other and share / view pictures of church events 
https://www.facebook.com/CSI St. Thomas English Church, Santhome 
 
‘Follow’ @CSI_STEC on Twitter 
 
`Follow’ @csi_stec on Instagram 
 

Travelling on work or vacation?  
Don’t forget to click a picture! 
If you happen to visit or see a beautiful, historic Protestant 
church that you think should be on our EanMe cover, please 
click a hi-res picture and e-mail it, along with a short note 
about the Church, to stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com 

mailto:sandeekov@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/StThomasEnglishChurch
https://www.facebook.com/
mailto:stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com
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If you would like to join, participate in or use your time and effort for the 
Ministries, Fellowships and activities of the Church, please get in touch 
with the following people: 
 
Sunday School – Mrs. Grace Rathnam  
Prayer Fellowship – Mr. Daniel Inbaraj 
Adult Fellowship – Mr. Ajit Stanley Moses 
Choir – Mrs. Anila Manoharan 
Women’s Fellowship – Mrs. Vasanthi Premkumar  
Men’s Fellowship – Mr. Milton Sigamoney 
Rapha (Hospital Ministry) – Mrs. Ranjini Inbaraj  
Blossoms for Christ (Evening Sunday School) – Mrs. Sheeba Roshan 
Church Library – Mrs. Shailaja Henry  
Eco (Garden) – Mrs. Premalatha Samuel 
Evangelism – Mrs. Nirmala Stephen  
EanMe, Website Content, Facebook, Twitter & Instagram moderation – 
Mrs. Fabiola Jacob 
Weekly Bulletin (Pew Sheets) – Mrs. Kavita Edward 
Education Ministry (School) – Mrs. Gemina Martin 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Joel Lawrence wed Ann-Kathrin Mangold on 27 Dec 
2019 
 
Anisha and Avinash Magima blessed with a baby boy 
on 28 December 2019 
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 FELLOWSHIP PROGRAMMES 
 

Sunday School : 
English:  Sunday – 8:00 am 

Tamil:  Sunday - 4 pm 

Women’s Fellowship : I and III Saturday - 5:00 pm 

Men’s Fellowship : II and IV Saturday - 6:30 pm 

Adults’ Fellowship : Sunday - 5:00 pm 

Hospital visit : II Sunday - 10:15 am 

Prayer Fellowship : I and III Sunday – 7:15 pm 

 

 

 

 

PASTORATE  

COMMITTEE 

MEMBERS 

 

Mr. Ajit Stanley Moses 

Mr. S.P. Paul 

Mr. A. Arun Jacob 

Dr. Vijit Koshy Cherian 

Mrs. Saroja Bai J. 

Mrs. Susanna Premalatha Samuel 

Mrs. Sheeba Roshan 

Mr. Gerald Joshua Divyaprabhu 

Mr. Jewel Solomon Devanand 

Mrs. Nisha Jeethendra 

 

 

 

   

  

 

The Rt. Rev. Dr. J. George Stephen 
Bishop in Madras 

 

Rev. Dr. V. Paul Birla 
Presbyter-in-charge 

 
Mr. Milton Sigamoney 
Mr. Ajit Stanley Moses 

Lay Readers 

             Mr. Stephen Michael A. 
             Secretary 

Mr. Benjamin Hastings 
Treasurer 
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WORSHIP SERVICES – PLAN FOR JANUARY 2020 

Date and  
Time 

Day Services and Preacher Theme Stewards for Bible 
Reading and Offertory 

5.1.2020 
7:30 am 

 
 

6.00 pm 

The Second 
Sunday of 
Christmas 

Covenant 
Sunday 

 
Sung Eucharist: 
Celebrant: Rev. Dr. V. Paul Birla 
 
Evensong: 
Sermon: Mr. Milton Sigamoney 

 
Covenant 
Sunday 

 

Genesis 17: 1 – 8  
Colossians 2: 8 – 15  
Psalm 25: 1 – 10  
St. Mark 14: 22 – 26 
 
Cdr. & Mrs. S.S. Kumar 

12.1.2020 
7:00 am 

 
 

8:15 am 
 
 

6.00 pm 

The First 
Sunday of 
Epiphany 

The Baptism 
of Christ 

 

 

 
Holy Eucharist: 
Celebrant: Rev. Dr. V. Paul Birla 
 
Sung Matins: 
Sermon: Dr. Z. Edward Kennedy 
 
Holy Eucharist: 
Celebrant: Rev. Dr.  V. Paul Birla 
 

 
 
 

Honouring the 
body  

as temple of 
God 

Ecclesiastes 6: 1 – 12 
1 Corinthians 3: 16 – 23 
Psalm 1 
St. Mathew 5: 21 – 30 
 
Mr. & Mrs. Roshan 
Soundarapandian 
 
 

19.1.2020 
7:30 am 

 
 
 

6.00 pm 

The Second 
Sunday of 
Epiphany 

 
Sung Eucharist: 
Celebrant: Rev. Dr. V. Paul Birla 
 
 
Evensong: 
Sermon: Mr. Ajit Stanley Moses 

 
 
 

Called to unity 
 
 
 

Ezekiel 37: 15 – 23 
Ephesians 4: 1 – 6 
Psalm 133 
St. John 15: 1 – 12 
 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Leonard 
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26.1.2020 
7:30 am 

 
 

6.00 pm 

The Third 
Sunday of 
Epiphany 

 

 
Sung Eucharist: 
Celebrant: Rev. Dr. V. Paul Birla 
 
Evensong: 
Sermon: Rev. Dr. V. Paul Birla 
 

 
 
 

Unity in faith 
and action 

Joshua 3: 9 – 17  
Acts 9: 20 – 25  
Psalm 53 
St. Mark 1: 21 – 34 
 
Mr. & Mrs. S. Emmanuel  


