
           Ore and the Fire 
                          

The ore was put into the fire for refinement. It complained that the fire 

devoured it, while the fire said if the ore didn’t undergo such refinement, it 

would always be a stone. Finally, after being tempered in fire repeatedly, 

the ore was turned into a piece of stainless steel. Only then did the ore 

come to its senses and thank the fire for making it experience a complete 

change and become useful. 

 

We can see that it was through a great deal of smelting and refinement that 

the ore was finally turned into quality steel. Without these refinements and 

sufferings, the impurities in the ore wouldn’t have been removed, and the 

ore would never have been made into steel, nor would its value have been 

increased. 

 

"And I will bring the third part through the fire, and will refine them as 

silver is refined, and will try them as gold is tried: they shall call on my 

name, and I will hear them: I will say, It is my people: and they shall say, 

The LORD is my God” (Zechariah 13:9). From this prophecy, we can see 

that experiencing trials and refinements is a necessary path for us believers 

to attain salvation. For only through experiencing God’s work of 

refinement and purification in the last days, can our corruption get 

cleansed. And only then can our faith, love, and the knowledge of God 

increase, and can we have true reverence and adoration for God.  

 
                                                    ~ Unknown Author 

 

 
 

“A Covenant made with God should be regarded  

not as restrictive but as protective” 

- Russell M. Nelson 

 

 

 

Sung Eucharist 7:30 AM 

 

 

Celebrant: 

Rev.  Dr. V. Paul Birla  

  

 

 

St. Thomas English 
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Church of South India –Diocese of Madras 

            Santhome, Chennai-600 004 

 http://www.santhomeenglishchurch.org 

 

 

Evensong 6:00 PM 

 

 

Message: 

Mr. Milton Sigamoney 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Altar Flowers , Bible 

Readings, & Offertory :  

CDR. S. S. Kumar & Family 

 

        COVENANT SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE  
                                          5th January 2020 

Let us worship our Lord through… 
 

Opening Hymn :   76 
 

Scripture Readings: 

Old Testament       Genesis 17: 1 - 8 

Epistle                     Colossians 2: 8 - 15 

Responsive Reading Psalm 25: 1 - 10 

Gospel                       Mark 14: 22 -26 
Announcement  

Meditation: “Covenant Sunday ”       
 

 

Offertory Hymn:  81 

Covenant Hymn Come let us use the divine grace 

Communion Hymns: 309, 721, 720 (A&M) 

Prayer  

Benediction 

Closing Hymn :  79 

Collect for the Second Sunday after Christmas: God 

of light, we thank you for revealing yourself to all 

nations in varied ways and finally through your Son, 

and our Lord Jesus Christ. We adore you for your 

might and majesty, your self-spending love and 

compassion. Fill our hearts with the radiance of your 

love and our minds with the knowledge of your 

revelations so that we may know your purposes and 

live worthy of the Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Responsive To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 

http://www.santhomeenglishchurch.org/


 Reading: 

Psalm 25: 

 1 - 10 

O my God, in you I trust;  let me not be put to shame;  let not my 

enemies exult over me. 

Indeed, none who wait for you shall be put to shame; they shall be 

ashamed who are wantonly treacherous. 

Make me to know your ways, O Lord; teach me your paths. Lead me 

in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; for you I 

wait all the day long. 

Remember your mercy, O Lord, and your steadfast love, for they 

have been from of old. 

Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions;    according to 

your steadfast love remember me, for the sake of your goodness, O Lord! 

Good and upright is the Lord; therefore he instructs sinners in the 

way. 

He leads the humble in what is right, and teaches the humble his way. 

All the paths of the Lord are steadfast love and faithfulness,     for 

those who keep his covenant and his testimonies. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without 

end. Amen. 

 
Greetings and warm welcome to everyone. A special word of welcome to those worshipping 

with us for the first time. 

Our Church’s monthly magazine EANME is ready and kept at the Church entrance. Have 

a copy and be blessed with the articles. 

Our Church New Year Calendar and Monthly Subscription Covers are kept at the Church 

main entrance. Kindly collect the same without fail. The theme for this year’s calendar is based 

on the various names associated with our Almighty God. It also highlights our responsibility to 

care for nature – the trees, animals, birds & all living creatures. 

One Day Income Offertory Covers will be received today along with the Monthly 

Subscription Covers, before the offertory song. 

STEC Prayer Fellowship will meet this evening, i.e., 05th January 2020 at 7.15 PM, for a Prayer 

Time. We would want more people to come, join and participate in the Prayer Fellowship and be 

blessed. 

Those who are not in a position to offer the One Day Income Offertory 

Cover today, may kindly offer the same the coming Sunday, during the worship service. 

 
Birthdays 5th  Jan Maj. Gen. Surender Pavamani 

 Mrs. Premella Soundarapandian 

 Miss. E. Jennifer Emily 

 Master Vihaan Nathan John 

6th  Jan Mr. Samuel Pramod Paul 

 Miss. Sharon Hannah 

7th  Jan Mr. S. Ponnaiya 

 Mrs. Rithu Abhishek 

8th  Jan Mr. R. D. Clive 

9th  Jan Mr. Prathul Venglet 

 Cdr. S. S. Kumar 

 Mrs. Michelle Louis 

 Mrs. Jayarani Scott 

10th  Jan Mrs. Mona Doraisamy 

 Mr. Emmanuel Davis 

 Dr. Mrs. Mary Ponnaiya 

11th  Jan Mr. Daniel Alex 

 Master S. Sujay Samuel 

   Wedding 

Anniversaries 
8th  Jan Mrs. Shobana & Mr. Jaswanth Soundarapandian 

9th  Jan Mrs. Shirley & Mr. Daniel Paul 

11th  Jan Mrs. Roopavathana & Mr. G. S. S. Rajkumar 

 Mrs. Deepa Thavana & Mr. C. RanjanSelvakumar 

 Mrs. Serin & Mr. Rahul Christopher 
Thanks 

Giving Song 

 

Choral blessing – John Rutter 

The Lord bless you and keep you 

The Lord make His face to shine upon you, And be gracious unto you 

The Lord lift up the light of His countenance upon you 

And give you peace. Amen. 

Preparatory 

Song  

     

Master, speak! Thy servant heareth, Waiting for Thy gracious word, 
Longing for Thy voice that cheereth; Master! let it now be heard. 
I am listening, Lord, for Thee: What hast Thou to say to me? 
  
Master, speak! and make me ready, When Thy voice is truly heard, 
With obedience glad and steady, Still to follow every word. 
I am listening, Lord, for Thee: Master, speak! O speak to me! 

Covenant 

Hymn 

Come let us 

use the grace 

divineE 

( To be sung 

kneeling)          

(Charles 

Wesley 1707-

88) 
 

Come, let us use the grace divine, and all with one accord,  

in a perpetual covenant join ourselves to Christ the Lord;  

Give up ourselves, thru Jesus' power, His name to glorify;  

and promise, in this sacred hour, for God to live and die.  

 

The cov’nant we this moment make, be ever kept in mind;  

we will no more our God forsake, or cast His words behind.  

We never will throw off His fear, Who hears our solemn vow;  

and if Thou art well pleased to hear, come down and meet us now.  

 

Thee, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, let all our hearts receive,  

present with Thy celestial host, the peaceful answer give;  

to each the covenant blood apply, which takes our sins away,  

and register our names on high, and keep us to that day! 

 


