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My dear parishioners, 
 
Warm Christmas greetings to you all in the sweet 
name of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  I thank 
God for this privilege of sharing the word of God with 
you this month.  By our Lord’s sheer grace, we are in 
the last month of 2019 and will soon enter a New 
Year 2020.  We will praise and thank God for this 
great privilege, spending most of our time in praising 

God and meditating on His Holy words in order to receive His enormous 
blessings in our lives. Our Lord’s blessing will help us to lead meaningful 
lives and to be a channel of blessing to others too. 
 
Matthew 2:10 and 11 says “When they saw the star, they were 
overjoyed.  On coming to the house, they saw the Child with His mother 
Mary, and they bowed down and worshipped Him.  Then they opened 
their treasures and presented Him with gifts of gold, frankincense and 
myrrh. 
 
Christmas means ‘worship Christ’.  In this season, as God’s children, we 
must totally dedicate ourselves to worship our Lord and do His will alone 
in our lives. 
 
Those who visit Bethlehem usually visit the Church of Nativity and bow 
their heads where Jesus Christ was born.  They all consider this act as a 
great privilege.  But God expects us to wholeheartedly submit our lives to 
the will of God. 
 
When Jesus Christ was born the wise men saw the new star and 
travelled to see the newborn king.  They travelled thousands of 
kilometers by crossing forests, deserts, rivers, mountains and many 
countries.  They used camels, donkeys, horses and boats for their travel.  
This hard journey shows they had a strong determination to worship the 
newborn King Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
After reaching the birthplace of Christ, they opened their treasures and 
presented Him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. The wise men 
knew well that the newborn Babe of Bethlehem is a King so they offered 
gold.  Haggai 2:8 says, “The silver is Mine and the gold is Mine, declares 
the Lord Almighty.” Then they presented incense because they believed 
that the newborn Babe is the High Priest who intercedes for us.  I John 2: 
1 and 2 says “My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin, 
But if anybody does sin, we have One who speaks to the Father in our 
defense Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.  He is the atoning sacrifice for 
our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world.” 
Finally, they presented myrrh to signify that the newborn Babe is going to 
die for our sins and be buried.  The purpose of our Lord Jesus Christ’s 
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birth into this world is to save us from the sin. The message of the 
manger is the mission of the Cross.  We see the fulfillment of I John 2:2 
by presenting myrrh. 
 
Near the Church of Nativity in Bethlehem is an underground monastery 
where St. Jerome spent his time meditating on the word of God.  He 
wrote the first Bible commentary.  While meditating and writing on Luke 
Chapter 2, he had a vision of baby Jesus crawling before him.  He 
praised God for this vision in which he offered gifts to baby Jesus, who 
instead asked him to give his heart to Him. Jerome replied that his heart 
was filled with evil thoughts and sin.  But the baby Jesus answered that I 
came to cleanse it.  Jerome confessed his sins and gave his heart for 
Jesus Christ to be born in his heart. 
 
While preparing to celebrate Christmas let us all rededicate ourselves 
and submit ourselves whole-heartedly for Christ to be born in our hearts 
and homes.  May God’s love, peace and joy fill us and lead us during this 
Advent season and in the New Year 2020.  Alleluia! Amen. 
 

Yours in His joyful service,  
Rev. Dr. V. Paul Birla 

Presbyter-in-charge and Chairman 
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SEASON WITH A REASON 
 

One of my favourite Christmas stories as a child 
was a delightful little book titled ‘How the rabbits 
found Christmas’ by Ann Scott. It’s a charming tale 
of how a rabbit called Jeremy stumbles on a page 

from a school reader and finds out that he can read. The page that he 
chanced upon has a description of how Christmas is to be celebrated, 
and soon the rabbits go looking for a tree in the woods and decorate it 
with berries, icicles and snow and are thrilled when the evening star 
appears right on top, making their Christmas complete! 
 
And as you might have guessed, there was no mention of the true 
reason for the season, of God becoming man, or the promise of salvation 
– and things don’t seem to have changed much even today! It’s easy and 
effortless to get caught up in the fun and forget the true meaning of 
Christmas. But for a true Christian, Christmas is a time for reflecting on 
God’s goodness. 
 
A season to be thankful 
Even as we enjoy the many interesting traditions and festivities of the 
Christmas season—customs that have been collected from around the 
world—we must save our most sincere and heartfelt “thank You” for our 
good, merciful, and loving God. For from Him comes the reason for our 
Christmas celebration - the baby born in the Bethlehem manger more 
than 2,000 years ago.  
 
An angel announced the arrival of this gift to mankind by saying, “I bring 
you good news that will cause great joy . . . a Saviour has been born to 
you” (Luke 2:10-11). Isn’t that reason enough to be thankful? 
 
A reason to look up to Him 
Even as we bask in the light of the sparkling Christmas tree, sing carols, 
plan the Christmas feast and decorate our homes, we need to remind 
ourselves that true excitement comes only when we turn our attention to 
the baby named Jesus, who came to “save His people from their sins” 
(Matt. 1:21). The birth of Jesus transcends tradition – and this should be 
our central focus as we send praises to God for this indescribable 
Christmas gift.  
 
Christmas is therefore not just a festival on the calendar or a winter 
celebration. As Joe Stowell says, “Without the birth of Jesus, and without 
His willingness to die to pay the price for our sin and to bring us to God, 
we would have nothing to celebrate at Christmastime.” 

Fabiola Jacob 
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Featured on our cover this month, is the magnificent St. 
Thomas’s Cathedral in Kuching, Malaysia, 
photographed by Arun Jacob. 
 
About the Cathedral: 
Located in the heart of Kuching city, just beside the 
Padang Merdeka, the history of St. Thomas’s Cathedral 

in Kuching dates back to 1846 when an Anglican mission, called the 
Borneo Church Mission, was established. The first Anglican missionary, 
Reverend Francis Thomas McDougall (featured in ‘Missionary Spotlight 
on page 19), priest and doctor, came to Sarawak (as Kuching was then 
called) in 1848. He was invited by Sir James Brooke, the first white 
Rajah of Sarawak.  
 
The Church of England had sent the Rev. Francis Thomas McDougall, 
and his team of missionaries landed in Kuching on St. Peter’s Day, 29 
June 1848 after sailing for 6 months from England. A considerable area 
of jungle-covered hill behind the old town then was given to the church 
by the Rajah. The Mission started by establishing the first medical clinic 
and a school.    
 
On 28 August 1849, Rev. McDougall began the erection of a fine 
wooden Gothic Church capable of holding 250 persons. On 22 January 
1851, Bishop Wilson of Calcutta consecrated this church to the glory of 
God and in honour of St. Thomas, the Apostle. It served as the Pro-
Cathedral until 1920 when it was considerably enlarged and raised to the 
status of a cathedral. The old cathedral was situated at the site of the 
present Parish Hall. 
 
The foundation stone for the present cathedral was laid on 15 October 
1953 by H.R.H. the Duchess of Kent while the first sod was cut by 
Bishop Nigel Cornwall on 27 January 1955. The building was completed 
by May the following year. The greater part of the cost was met by the 
Christians and others in the Diocese as each parish sponsored a part of 
the building. The consecration of the Cathedral took place on 9 June 
1956 at the hand of Bishop Cornwall.  
 
Today, the Anglican Church in Sarawak and Brunei is known as the 
Diocese of Kuching. St. Thomas’s Cathedral – the episcopal seat - 
celebrated its 170th anniversary last year. The Cathedral has a vibrant 
congregation and a famous choir that’s a regular feature in the Sunday 
worship.  
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IS THERE ANY ROOM IN YOUR HOUSE 
FOR JESUS? 

A rickshaw puller was about to go home one night, 
A customer called Jesus wanted to go to a Church 
in sight; 
He took Jesus to a Catholic Church, where all knowledge of Jesus was 
denied, 
Then in his rickshaw, Jesus was taken to a Christian Church, where He 
was not recognized. 
 
He took Jesus near his hut, where the food situation was not at its best 
He went out to tell Jesus, that there is no food, but He could on the floor 
rest; 
Jesus asked him to go into the hut where he will find plenty of food, 
When he found the food, he ran out to call Jesus to find Him, he never 
could. 
 
Many years ago in Bethlehem, in a cattle shed Jesus was born,  
The situation is the same, even after many centuries have gone; 
No place for Jesus in our homes and hearts, 
Let us take courage to take Jesus in and never with Him part. 

Prema Jayasundar 

 
 

SANTA CLAUS HAD NO GLOVES 
To be read to the Sunday School Primary Children for Christmas’19: 

 

When I was six years old, my brother and I attended a Christmas treat, 
My father was a doctor, and to the hospital we went to others meet; 
There was a beautiful Christmas tree decorated and kept; 
Such a beauty before I had not my eyes set. 
 
Santa was dressed in a red robe and near the tree sat,  
His long white beard, made me cringe like a rat; 
All the children received gifts, who were patients; 
Suddenly someone pushed me near Santa, without my anticipation. 
 
He caught hold of me and put me on his lap which gave me more fright, 
I tried to wriggle, but the old man held me tight; 
“It is Daddy”, I heard my brother yell, 
I looked down at his hands, and he had no gloves, why I could not tell. 

Prema Jayasundar 
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ANNOUNCEMENT – CHURCH CONSTITUTION 
 
The Church Constitution has been amended and is available in the 
Church Office for reference. A Suggestions, Complaints and 
Commendations book is also available in the Church Office. Members of 
the congregation can make entries in this book. 

Pastorate Committee  
 
 

 
WRITE TO US! 

Do you have a comment on the articles, a fresh 
new idea or feedback about the EanMe that 
you would like to share with other readers? Mail 
it to stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com with 
‘EanMe MailBox’ in the subject. The best letters 
will be published in the next issue of the 
EanMe. 

 

 
PRAYER POINTS 
Have a prayer point that you would like to share with our 
Church prayer group? Please drop it in the box at the main 
door of our Church, so that it can be included in the prayer list.  
Our Church prayer group meets on the first and third Sunday 
of every month, at 7.15 pm in Church, to pray for general and 
specific needs. You are welcome to join the group.  

 
GEMS FROM THE BIBLE 
 
Put them in your heart-bank – 
memorize and use them! 

1. God will be with you to teach 

you: with your own eyes you 

will see your teacher. – Isaiah 30:20 

2. Blessed are those who wait for Him to help them. – Isaiah 30:18 

3. I will pray as long as I breathe. – Psalm 116:2 

4. Don’t praise yourself: let others do it. – Proverbs 27:2 

5. God stands beside you to protect you. – Psalm 110:5  

Premella Soundarapandian 
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Congratulations to Roopa Daniel  
on winning the EanMe Christmas Short Story Contest!  
 
Here’s her prize-winning entry… 

 

 
THE REAL CHRISTMAS 

 
It was the day before Christmas. Nine-year old Emily was excited as her 
friends were coming home on Christmas day to celebrate it with her. She 
was hanging the last-minute additions to the Christmas tree when her 
little brother Ethan came running to her with a crushed and faded 
ornament in his hand, “Sis, can you please hang mine too?” “No, no, it is 
so old and doesn’t match the rest of the ornaments on the tree,” said 
Emily with a disgusted face. Ethan went away crying. 
 
Emily went into the kitchen and took from her mother the packet of 
candies that she had bought for her friends. As she was emptying them 
all into a lovely glass bowl on the coffee table, her maid’s son Timmy 
peeped shyly from behind the door. “Can you give me one candy, 
Emily?” he asked with an innocent smile. “No, no, these are for my 
friends who are coming tomorrow. Go away,” said Emily angrily, annoyed 
that she had been interrupted again. 
 
After lunch, Emily went out for the last task of the day. She wanted to 
build a huge snowman for her friends to see. She had her father’s old hat 
and scarf to use on the snowman. As she started rolling the snow into a 
huge ball, she saw a poor, old man shuffling past her lawn. He was not 
dressed in warm-enough clothes and as a result was shivering from the 
cold.  Emily saw his eyes fall upon the hat and scarf that lay on the 
ground next to her.  He hesitatingly asked her, “Young lady, can you 
spare me that hat and scarf? I don’t have any of my own and this cold is 
hurting me.” “No, no,” said Emily rudely. “It is for the snowman I am 
building.” The old man walked away, still shivering. 
 
The next day was Christmas. Emily’s friends came home. “Lovely tree”, 
“yummy candies”, “what a delightful snowman”, they exclaimed one after 
the other. Emily heard them all, but didn’t feel happy. All day, the sad 
faces of Ethan, Timmy and the old man kept flashing in her mind. When 
the day ended, she went to bed gloomily even though she had been 
loaded with compliments from her friends all day. 
 
As she slept a disturbed sleep, she had a dream. Jesus was standing 
next to her. He bent down and wiped her tears and said “My child, why 
are you sad?” Emily said, “Jesus, I did all I could to celebrate Christmas 
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well, but it brought me no joy.” Jesus said to her, “My child you were so 
caught up in all your celebrations that you forgot to celebrate My love. I 
came to this earth because I love you. I love Ethan, Timmy and the poor 
man who came to you. Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the 
least of these brothers and sisters of Mine, you did for Me. So, Emily 
what did you do for Me?” 
 
Emily woke up in the morning. She cried when she understood the 
meaning of the dream. She knelt down and prayed for forgiveness and 
then she went out to celebrate the real Christmas, with love and care for 
others in her heart. 
 
Yes, my friends, “Christmas” is the celebration of love.  
For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that 
whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life - St. John 
3:16 
 
What are you doing this Christmas to reflect God’s love? 

Roopa Daniel   
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REMEMBERING UNCLE  
RAJKUMAR THANGIAH 

 
STEC choir was shocked on Tuesday, 26 Nov 2019, to hear of Rajkumar 
Uncle’s sudden passing. He was a much-loved member of the choir for 
many decades, and here’s a tribute on behalf of us. 
 
For Rajkumar Uncle, music was in his blood. He contributed hugely to 
the music at STEC for many decades, lending his beautiful tenor voice to 
the bass lineup. At that time, he felt that the basses needed some 
strengthening, and so he willingly sang bass with them, which goes to 
show his musical abilities and selfless nature. He was unassuming and 
soft-spoken.  
 
Uncle and Prema Aunty made a wonderful pair – Uncle at the keyboard 
and Aunty with her mellifluous voice, making music at special services in 
STEC. Uncle was known for his excellent renditions of Tamil Gospel 
songs, replete with imaginative interludes. 
 
Rajkumar Uncle was a huge support to me over the years. Anytime I had 
to miss service, Uncle was my go-to person. He would willingly accept 
my request and play the organ in my absence. Sometimes, he would 
cover up my tardiness, and I would arrive to find the first hymn in 
progress, with Uncle accompanying on the organ. He would always 
brush aside my profuse thanks with a gentle smile. Uncle would 
volunteer to play at every festival’s morning service, since he was going 
to attend the service anyway. He played at the Ash Wednesday 2019 
service too. I think the last time he played at STEC was on 13 Oct 2019. 
I remember walking into church towards the end of the first service, and 
Uncle was there at the keyboard playing his trademark Tamil 
keerthanais.  
 
Due to his delicate health in the recent past, Uncle stopped singing with 
the choir, and started to sit in the congregation. During those years, he 
would always attend every special choir program, be it Passion recital, 
Choir Sunday or Carol service. After the program, more often than not, 
Uncle used to be the first person to come up to us and tell us how much 
he enjoyed the service. Later the same day, he would always post a 
message on the choir Whatsapp group. Here’s his most recent message 
to us, on Choir Sunday 2019: `Congrats, choir. Very good singing and 
swinging. Lovely song selection Anilama. The anthem and Negro 
spirituals were of good musical setting and your training of the choir 
exemplary. Swithun’s message was apt and suited the theme. Congrats 
once again to all of you.’ 
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We sang the hymn `O Love that wilt not let me go’ on Sunday 24 Nov 
2019 in STEC, just two days before he passed away. I came to know 
only later, that it was his favourite hymn. I like to think now, that 
unknowingly, we had sung it for him. 
 
STEC choir is very sad to have lost a well-wisher and trusted friend. Rest 
in peace, dear Uncle, until we meet on that beautiful shore.                                                           

 
Anila Manoharan 
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BLOSSOMS FOR CHRIST 

“Let us not become weary in 
doing good, for at the proper 
time we will reap a harvest if 
we do not give up.” Galatians 
6:9. 

Our lives are filled with many 
choices of how to spend our 
time, energy and resources. 

God has already given us the incredible opportunity of knowing what the 
future holds so that we might invest our life wisely in light of it. The 
Scripture instructs us specifically about the things Christ will reward. 
Compassion for our needy and vulnerable brethren and beckoning them 
to Christ is a magnificent picture of serving God and a gesture God 
promises to richly reward. Many a time our work does not receive due 
recognition here on earth but God does not overlook our efforts. Clinging 
closely to this promise, we ought to fuel up our spirits and propel into 
action with a deeper trust and dependence on God as we continue to 
serve Him. 

Working heartily for the Lord is one way to express our gratitude for the 
amazing things He has done for us. In our own small way, the members 
of the Blossoms for Christ spend our Sunday afternoons with the lesser 
privileged children of our neighbourhood slums. Sometimes there are 
only a handful of kids while on other days there are many, but rain or 
shine our teachers despite their many challenges, health issues and lack 
of rest are promptly present every week.  

Mercy, Melvin and Sushma organize various interesting team games 
through which the children learn to follow instructions and play by the 
rules. The kids enjoyed some good cricket and football as well this 
season. 

Lively singing of both English and Tamil choruses tunes their focus from 
fun to facts. The teachers diligently impart Christian values to the 
children through stories, Bible verses and workbooks. 

Tasha Grace cheerfully volunteers her favours every week and 
distributes sumptuous snacks and tiny gifts to all the students who 
attend. 

One Sunday, the children enjoyed hot cheesy pizzas and special gifts 
sponsored by a well-wisher in memory of a loved one. 

Children’s Day was a special Sunday when the children participated in 
various competitions and won prizes. Leftover gifts found in good 
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condition from yesteryears were collected from the Church office and 
distributed to the children as gifts. Mrs. Priya Muller was the special 
speaker for the day. She judged the different events and also brought the 
Word of God to the children in an interesting fashion. 

Just like every other year, my aunt Mrs. Renuka Ravichander trained the 
children to perform a Christmas skit and entertained them with song and 
story on the third week of November. She as usual brought gifts for the 
children as well. 

On the 24th of November, we had the Christmas celebration. The 
children sang carols and enacted the Nativity play. They were so excited 
to be dressed up and were delighted to deliver their roles on stage. The 
children were thrilled to receive the new clothes, cakes and goodies that 
were bought for them as Christmas gifts. Our Pastor and his wife Mrs. 
Ranjitham graced the occasion with their presence, and delivered the 
Christmas message and blessed the children and the teachers on that 
festive day. We deem it a pleasure to have had Pastor and Pastor amma 
participate in our evening Sunday School whenever it was possible for 
them. 

Though short, this term at the Blossoms for Christ was indeed a 
rewarding experience. We, the members of the Blossoms for Christ 
ministry thank and praise God for this enriching opportunity. 

Wish you all a Blessed Christmas and a Happy New Year!  

Sheeba Roshan 
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 WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP – CHRISTMAS OUTREACH 
 

We the members of STEC Women’s 
Fellowship visited elders who are unable 
to attend church service – to share the 
joy of Christmas. 

Our first visit was to the home of Mr. Manohar Devadoss. He enjoyed 
listening to our English and Tamil songs. The message was ‘The Word - 
as thought of God’ which was expressed by Jesus Christ during His 
ministry on earth. Mr. Manohar Devadoss played his mouth organ for us 
to sing “Hark! The herald angels sing”. 

The next stop was at the Ashreya Home for Destitute Women at 
Santhome. We taught them choruses. All of them, the young and not-so-
young joined the kummi for the keerthanai we sang and participated in 
the games with enthusiasm. A short play was enacted emphasising that 
true and whole-hearted worship of the Lord is rewarded. We were able to 
speak with the inmates and prayed to encourage and comfort them. Our 
concern continues with our prayers for them. Everyone enjoyed the meal 
sponsored by the STEC Women’s Fellowship. 

On the day we planned our next visit, there was heavy rain. We all 
prayed and our prayer was answered and we were able to meet at the 
residence of Mrs. Rosalind Herbert and family at 10.00am in the 
morning. Pastor amma Mrs. Ranjitham accompanied us for these visits 
and led us with the opening prayer. Mrs. Rosalind Herbert joined us in 
singing and expressed her joy. The message, “Why Jesus came into the 
world” was elaborated on three aspects – love, light and eternal life. 

We also visited the home of Mr. & Mrs. Gnanamuthu. They enjoyed the 
songs and the message “Response of people to the birth of Jesus” – of 
how Mary felt honoured, the wisemen showed reverence, Herod feared 
and was troubled, priests were indifferent, shepherds overjoyed, Anna 
and Simeon thankful, the common people – perturbed. So, how are we 
welcoming Jesus into our life, was explained. 

Our outreach not only brought Christmas cheer to others, but it also filled 
us with joy in fulfilling the words of God the King in Matthew 25:40, that 
the love and concern we show to others pleases God our Father. 

Felicia Williams 



17 

 

VISITORS FROM BARDOLI CHURCH 

On 6 November 2019, Pastor Balasingh and about 25 members of his 
church from Bardoli, Gujarat visited our Church. We had a wonderful 
time of testimony and sharing by the Bardoli church members. Mr. Milton 
Sigamoney began the meeting with prayer.  

The Bardoli church members sang a few special Gujarati songs for us.  
Then Ms.Sheela from Bardoli shared about how she was raised from the 
dead; her mother was not willing to allow her two year old child to be 
buried and she tried praying to her traditional gods, but nothing 
happened, finally they called the only believer who was nearby to pray 
for her. He prayed twice but nothing happened. As they were praying for 
the third time, they heard a cry and the child came back to life. It was a 
very powerful testimony which encouraged our Church members of how 
our Lord Jesus Christ is doing powerful miracles in the lives of people 
even today. 

Then Indu Bhen shared her testimony; about how she protected her 
church from being destroyed.  She was willing to give her life to protect 
her church.  This testimony was also very challenging. 

Pastor Balasingh spoke about how they face the persecution that comes 
against their church. We also had our Pastor sharing about how God 
answered his prayers and how a black magician could not do anything 
because of his prayer.   

Ms. Aurelia Fredrick anchored the whole program and the meeting 
ended with a fellowship dinner with the Bardoli church members.   

Pastor Balasingh has invited our church to participate in a three-day 
meeting in Bardoli Church in March 2020. If any of you are interested in 
visiting this place, please let me know. We plan to visit some of their 
mission fields.   

Ajit Stanley Moses 

 
 
 
The EanMe team wishes you all  
a very blessed Christmas and a  
happy New Year 2020! 
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‘HIDE THEM IN YOUR HEART' - A SCRIPTURE CHALLENGE! 
 
Can you memorize Psalm 62 before 29 December 2019? 
If this offer appeals to you, please approach 
Roshan Soundarapandian (Mobile No: 
98403 88365) - a surprise awaits you! 
The winners will be announced in next 
month's EanMe!  
Of course, prizes would follow! 
Anyone can rise to the opportunity - no age 
limit – all the best! 
 
Winners:  

Name 
  

July 
2019 

Aug 2019 Sep 
2019 

Oct 
2019 

Nov 
2019 

Psalm 
128 

The Ten 
Commandments 

Psalm 
8 

Psalm 
15 

Psalm 
122 

Iris Manoharan     

Ranjini Inbaraj     

Aria Manoharan     

Keturah Manoharan     

Felicia Williams     

Jaden Johnsson Dhyriam     

Jonathan Ethan Dhyriam     

Jonathan Roopsingh     

Jeremy Roopsingh     

Mercy Roshan     

Zoey Joanna Emmanuel     

Joshua Emmanuel     

Priya Muller     

Jadon Titus Muller     

Latha Chittaranjan      

Zibia Thiraviaraj     

Ezekiel David     

Joann Ignatius     

Jessica Lily     

Joshua John     

Shirley John     

Kevin Timothy Muller     
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TOO SOON TO QUIT – By WARREN. W. WIERSBE 

The following is a continuation of 
my review of Warren Wiersbe’s 
“Too soon to quit” – that was 
published in the November EanMe. 
  
Among the fifteen achievers from 

the Bible, who teach us “how to keep going and how to finish well”, this 
article is about the next achiever “David”. Warren Wiersbe calls him - 
David the “appreciator”. 
 
He was a courageous shepherd who was not afraid of a lion and a bear 
and killed them. Using only a stone and a sling, he also killed a giant who 
had been paralyzing the entire Army. Yet at the same time he was a 
gifted poet and musician whose Psalms still inspire God’s people. He 
handled both a harp and a sword. In all his victory and music, he gave 
glory to God. He also had trials. Saul’s son Jonathan was a good friend 
but he died in the battle field. It is true that David had his share of 
burdens as well as blessings. 
 
But one aspect of David’s personality is that he was a great appreciator. 
He had a grateful heart that expressed his gratitude to the Lord, and to 
those who helped him in his kingdom. ‘Thank you’ is the word he 
expressed in most of his Psalms. (Ps. 34:8, 86:5, 25:8) I will see the 
goodness of the Lord in the land of the living. When we get to heaven, 
God’s people expect to discover how “all things worked together for 
good” during their time on earth. Rom 8: 28. God is good all the time. 
David expected to see God’s goodness while he served on earth. To 
David, the “Lord was not a God far away but a friend very near and very 
much involved in every facet of his life.” I will cause all my goodness to 
pass in front of you and I will proclaim my name, Lord in your presence - 
Exodus 33:19. Even the painful experiences David encountered were 
good because, they come from the heart of a good God.  In Psalm 
109:21 David writes about the goodness of God’s love and in Psalm 
145:7 he speaks of God’s abundant goodness. The words in Psalm 
31:19 should encourage all of us “How great is Your goodness which 
You have stored for those who fear You. So, we can walk calmly into 
each new day and be confident of God’s goodness as we do His will for 
no good thing He withholds (Ps. 84: 11). 
 
David may have written Ps. 29 when he was in a cave during a terrible 
storm and thunder. David saw the storm and called Angels to worship 
the Lord. David had no fear of storm or King Saul’s threats as long as 
Jehovah was on the throne. In the Lord I have taken refuge, be my rock 
of refuge a strong fortress. God gave freedom to David from fear and 
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gave adequate strength to keep going. One message is clear that David 
saw the goodness of God in the world around him. 
 
He makes the grass grow for the cattle and plants for food from the 
earth. Ps. 104: 14. According to Jesus, the Father causes His sun to rise 
on the evil and the good and send the rain. Taste and see that the Lord 
is good. Ps. 34:8. 
 
God’s future goodness 
In Psalm 21:2 David looked back and thanked God. In verse 3 David 
looked ahead and anticipated even more of God’s blessings. “You came 
to greet him with rich blessings “I like the word greet the Author exclaims. 
Our English word “Providence” means to see to it beforehand. One of the 
special names of the Lord is “Jehovah Jireh” - the Lord will see to it. 
When David was a shepherd, he went before the sheep to make sure 
everything was safe. And in that way, he prepared a table before me (Ps. 
23:5). Paul’s assurance to us is that, He who began a good work in you, 
will carry on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. Phil. 1:6. He 
works in us that He might work through us, the Author highlights. Also, 
what should be our response to the tremendous truth that God goes 
before us and prepares everything for our arrival? Trusting God’s 
providence. 
 
Like David let us be true appreciators. God is good all the time. And “it 
always is too soon to quit”. 
 
This Christmas season, let us remember David’s thankfulness and the 
hopes he had throughout His life. The most important thing David 
emphasizes about God’s goodness is for our future also. God’s 
goodness is revealed by sending His only Son for the salvation of 
mankind. 
 
Let us celebrate Christmas and pray for our Lord’s blessings in the New 
Year 2020. 

Gnanaoli David 
 



21 

 

SPECIAL PROGRAMMES AND WORSHIP SERVICES FOR 
CHRISTMAS 2019 AND NEW YEAR 2020 

 

Date Day Time Programmes and Services 

1.12.2019 Sunday 6:00 pm Sunday School Christmas 
programme 

8.12.2019 Sunday 7:00 am 
8.15 am 

 
 

3:30 pm 
 
 

6:00 pm 

Holy Eucharist 
Gift Sunday – Sung Matins 
with special item by Grace 
Lodge Orchestra 
Gifts Distribution – CSI – 
School for the Hearing 
Impaired. 
Family and fellowship carol 
service 

15.12.2019 Sunday 7:30 am 
 
 

6:00 pm 

Sung Eucharist – with 
special item by The 
Canticles 
Evensong 

22.12.2019 Sunday 7:30 am 
 
 

6:00 pm 
7.30 pm 

Sung Eucharist – with 
special item by Octet 
Cantabile 
Carol service 
Campfire and Parish dinner 

24.12.2019 Tuesday 11:00 pm 
 

11:30 pm 
 

Praise & Worship led by 
Grace Rathnam 
Christmas Eve festival 
service – Sung Eucharist 

25.12.2019 Wednesday 8:00 am Christmas Day – Sung 
Eucharist 

28.12.2019 Saturday 3:30 pm Christmas Tree celebration 

31.12.2019 Tuesday 11:00 pm 
 

11:30 pm 

Praise & Worship led by 
Swithun Manoharan 
New Year’s Eve watchnight 
service – Sung Eucharist 

1.1.2020 Wednesday 8:00 am New Year Day – Sung 
Eucharist 

 

Carol round dates yet to be finalised and will be intimated soon. 
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FRANCIS MCDOUGALL - MEDICAL 
MISSIONARY TO THE EAST INDIES 

 
One of the little-known stories of 19th century 
missions is that of Francis Thomas McDougall. It 
is the story of a forceful man. Francis was born in 
England but spent much of his childhood and 

youth overseas with his military father. Growing up, Francis became 
interested in medicine and enrolled in the University of Malta. Later he 
transferred to King's College, London, and took his medical degree at 
London University, becoming a member of the Royal College of 
Surgeons in 1839. Continuing his education he entered Oxford. While 
there, he rowed on the university's winning team of eight. His physical 
prowess and medical training would prove valuable in his later career. 
 
He did not at first employ his medical degree but helped supervise an 
ironworks. He married Harriette - the daughter of one of the men 
connected with the firm. When the works failed, he decided to take holy 
orders, a thing he had long contemplated. He was ordained in 1845. He 
was then 28 years old. 
 
For two years he held curacies in England, and for a short time worked 
at the British Museum. When a chance opened for him to go to Borneo 
(now called Kalimantan) as a missionary, he turned it down, but later 
repented the decision and in December 1847 sailed for the mission field 
with his wife.  
 
Dedicated to service 
Theirs was a truly pioneering life; everything had to be started from 
scratch. A Church and a Mission House were built, instruction of school 
children and prospective converts was organised; and Dr. McDougall’s 
services as a doctor were much in demand. Mrs. McDougall was as 
active as her husband, especially in the field of education. She shared 
the common lot of ‘colonial wives’ in that she had to leave her young 
family behind in England; of the babies born in Kuching most died. Some 
of the most touching records of the Mission’s early days are found in 
Mrs. McDougall’s letters to her young son at school in England, later 
published as ‘Letters from Sarawak’. 
 
Francis was a pioneer in medical missions. His supervisors actually 
thought he was stepping out of line when he began to tend the sick. He 
had to convince them he was doing only what was right. 
 
He had little success among the Muslim Malays who, coming from the 
peninsula, were overlords to much of Borneo. He did better among the 
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Chinese traders who had settled Borneo, but best among the indigenous 
Dyaks. His work brought many of them to believe in Christ. 
 
Bishop of Sarawak 
On October 18, 1855 Francis Thomas McDougall was made Bishop of 
Labuan and Sarawak. Although he was actually bishop of Borneo, the 
church hesitated to give him that title because England did not rule the 
island. Francis and his wife, Harriette suffered much in the years that 
followed. Illness racked their bodies. Their children died. A riot by the 
Chinese wiped out much of their work. In spite of this formidable 
opposition, Francis and Harriette persevered, unconquerable even when 
other missionaries fled. Harriette wrote delightful letters and sketches of 
their life. 
 
Francis took the blows of life on the chin, but not without resistance. 
Once a boat on which he and a local bigwig were passengers was 
attacked by pirates. Every man aboard was ordered to the defense. The 
bishop fought gallantly with the best of them and helped repel the 
pirates. His exuberant account of the affair was rebuked at home. A 
British bishop was not supposed to enjoy a brisk brawl.  
 
Bishop McDougall was ordered to leave the tropics on medical advice in 
1867, twenty years after he first set foot in the East Indies. He kept in 
close touch with Sarawak and its affairs during the next twenty years, 
when he served as Bishop of Ely and then Winchester. He is still 
remembered for a Book of Common Prayer and Catechism in Malay.  

Courtesy: www.christianity.com 
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WHAT CHILD IS THIS? 
 
The tune for this Christmas hymn was sung long 
before its words were written. Greensleeves is an 
English folk song that can be tracked back as far as 
1500s. Shakespeare even mentioned it in one of his 
plays. The author of the hymn William Dix was an 
Anglican layman, born in Bristol, England. He settled 

in Glasgow, Scotland, where he became a successful insurance 
salesman. As a young man of 29, Dix was stricken by a serious illness 
and was confined to bed. He suffered deep depression during this time, 
but through it all, he met God in a very personal way. His spiritual 
experience led to the composition of this hymn and many others.  
 
The insightful text was originally part of a longer Christmas poem called 
`The manger throne’. The words mesh with the lilting melody to present a 
lovely picture of Baby Jesus in the manger.  
 
What Child is this, Who laid to rest  
On Mary’s lap is sleeping 
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet  
While shepherds watch are keeping. 
 
This, this is Christ the King, Whom shepherds guard and angels sing 
Haste, haste to bring Him laud, the Babe, the Son of Mary. 
 
Why lies He in such mean estate 
Where ox and ass are feeding? 
Good Christian, fear, for sinners here 
The silent Word is pleading 
 
So bring Him incense, gold and myrrh 
Come, peasant, king, to own Him 
The King of kings salvation brings 
Let loving hearts enthrone Him. 
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HORATIUS BONAR –  
SCOTTISH CHURCHMAN AND POET 

 
Horatius Bonar has justifiably been called 
Scotland's chief hymn-writer, his hymns 

numbering some 600. Although many never gained popularity, some 
have become an integral part of our godly heritage of hymns today. 
Perhaps his best known one is "I heard the voice of Jesus say…" which 
he called `The Voice from Galilee’. 
 
Not long before he died he said, "Please don't write a biography of me". 
He knew his time had come, and also knew that many people would be 
interested in his life. But his life's ministry had been centred on the glory 
of Christ, and he didn't want anything to stand in the way of that. He was, 
however, a prolific writer. His written works fill 47 volumes, a total of 
some 12,000 pages! 
 
Early life and ministry 
Horatius Bonar was born in Edinburgh on 19 December 1808, the sixth 
son of James Bonar, Solicitor of Excise, who died when the lad was 
twelve. His saintly mother (Marjory Maitland) and his elder brother James 
were then influential in bringing him to salvation in his teens. Others 
moulded his character and his thinking while he was a student at 
Edinburgh University. Dr Thomas Chalmers, born in Anstruther, scientist 
and theologian, energetic in promoting the gospel among the poor, was 
one of his tutors. Edward Irving's lectures in Edinburgh quickened his 
interest in prophetical matters. Bonar and his brother Andrew developed 
a strong friendship with Robert Murray McCheyne of Dundee. 
 
His first public post was assistant minister in Leith, where for three and a 
half years his work among the youth of that poor and rough seaport was 
greatly blessed. He began his hymn writing there, for in his extensive 
Sunday School work he saw that the children needed something suitable 
to sing. Then in 1837, aged 29, he was appointed minister in the border 
town of Kelso. He stayed there for almost thirty years. 
 
In 1843, he married Jane Catherine, daughter of Robert Lundie of Kelso. 
They had their fair share of joys and sorrows. Out of their family of nine 
children, five died in childhood. 1843 was also the year of "The Great 
Disruption" when the Free Church of Scotland was formed out of the 
evangelical movement in the established Church of Scotland. Bonar's 
heart and soul were in that movement and his ministry followed, partly 
due to the earlier influence of Chalmers but also because he had seen at 
firsthand how the established church, with its politically appointed 
ministers, was failing to lead the nation towards God and arouse faith in 
Christ. 
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The twilight years 
Horatius Bonar was a typical nineteenth century Scottish scholar, well 
taught in the classics, serious and studious. His life was marked by piety 
and his ministry by deep earnestness, at times solemnising. He said, 
"Laughter and gaiety belong to a fallen world. They are too superficial to 
have a place among the holy and too hollow to be known among the truly 
happy". But he did have a good sense of humour and was very fond of 
children. Indeed sometime after the five of his own had died, he was 
delighted when his widowed daughter and her five children came to live 
with him. It was said of him that `he was always praying, that he was 
always preaching, that he was always visiting, that he was always 
writing’. 
 
In 1866, he came to the Chalmers Memorial Church, Edinburgh 
(Chalmers had died in 1847), where he continued until 1887 when he 
was in his 80th year. His wife who had been his faithful helper all through 
his ministry died on 3 December 1884 at the age of 63. For his own last 
15 months he suffered from a protracted illness until he went home to 
heaven on 31 July 1889. His body rests in the rather gloomy and 
neglected Canongate Cemetery, off the Royal Mile in Edinburgh. The 
words on his gravestone are worn out, but his record is on high and he 
can be perhaps more appropriately remembered when we turn to one of 
his hymns and sing it.  

Courtesy: www.believersmagazine.com 
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BIBLE QUIZ FOR ALL 
 
The quiz is open to participants of all ages.  
Answers should be given by the 20th of the month.  
Late entries will not be considered.  
Answers should be mailed to sheebs@hotmail.com 
or sent to Mrs. Sheeba Roshan +91 98402 16279. 
Names of participants with score will be mentioned in 
the next issue.  
Winners will be awarded at the end of the year. 
 
QUIZ 12 
 
A fun Christmas quiz! 

1. Who is Kris Kringle? 
2.Which of Santa's reindeer is named after another animal? 
3. In the song, the little drummer boy, who accompanied him? 
4. What is the original meaning of, 'Yule'? 
5. In the East, when was Christmas originally celebrated? 
6. In which country did ‘Silent Night’ originate? 
7. How many wise men/magi/kings does the Bible say, visited baby 
Jesus? 
8. Which Christmas song was written as a plea for peace during the 
Cuban Missile Crisis? 
9. How many points does a snowflake have? 
10. Which Christian feast day is also known as ‘Three Kings Day’? 

Answers to Quiz 11: 

1. Hebrew 
2. Jeroboam II, the king of Israel reigned for 41 years – 2 Kings 14:23 
3. Jezebel – 1 Kings 19:1,2 
4. King Saul and his sons – 1 Samuel 31:11-13 
5. Jacob – Genesis 32:28 
6. By throwing the piece of wood (that God showed him), into the bitter 
waters of Marah – Exodus 15:23-25 
7. The antidote was a bronze serpent (that God asked Moses to make 
and put on a pole). The children of Israel bitten by the fiery serpents 
were asked to look at the bronze serpent to escape death – Numbers 
21:8-9 
8. Servant of Nego, the Babylonian god of wisdom – Daniel 1:7 
9. The king of Babylon – 2 Kings 25:27 
10. The prayer of dedication of the temple – 1 Kings 8:22-61 

 
   

mailto:sheebs@hotmail.com
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Points tally after Quiz 11: 

  

 
     
    Nov 2019  Aggregate 

1 Daniel Inbaraj  10 110 

2 Felicia Williams 10 110 

3 Hannah Cheryl Daniel 10 110 

4 Jaden Johnsson Dhyriam 10 100 

5 Jadon Titus Muller 10 100 

6 Jason Travis Daniel  10 110 

7 Jeremy Roopsingh 10 110 

8 Jessica Lilly 10 99 

9 Jeyasri David 10 100 

10 Joann Ignatius 10 90 

11 Jonathan Ethan Dhyriam 10 100 

12 Jonathan Roopsingh 10 110 

13 Keturah Manoharan 10 110 

14 Mahilini Santhosh 10 110 

15 Pamela Bridget - 10 

16 Rohan Abraham Stanley  10 110 

17 Santosh Dhyriam 10 80 

18 Shekinah Tanya Dhyriam - 60 

19 Shreya Dhyriam 10 80 

20 Tasha Grace  10 110 

21 Zibia Thiraviaraj - 90 
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THE ADVENT WREATH 
Advent wreaths are circular, representing God's infinite love, and are 
usually made of evergreen leaves, which represent the hope of eternal 
life brought by Jesus Christ. The four 
candles represent the four weeks of the 
Advent season. Individually, the candles 
symbolize the Christian concepts of 
hope (week 1, purple candle), peace 
(week 2, purple candle), love (week 3, 
purple candle) and joy (week 4, pink 
candle). There is a white candle in the 
centre to symbolize the arrival 
of Christmastide, and is known as the 
"Christ candle.", and is lit on Christmas Eve. 

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Love_of_God_in_Christianity
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eternal_life_(Christianity)
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eternal_life_(Christianity)
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus_Christ
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_symbol
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christmastide
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Why EanMe? 
‘EanMe’ – literally meaning “unless” in Greek – has its roots in St. 
Thomas the Apostle’s words of doubt. It is based on his famous words to 
the Risen Lord in St. John 20:25: “…Unless I see in His hands the print 
of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and put my hand 
into His side, I will not believe.” 

‘Unless’ or ‘except’ in the King James Version is translated from the 
Greek word ‘Eanme’ εανμε (eh-an’ may) meaning: before, but, except, 
not or unless.  

We welcome your original contributions to the 
EanMe in the form of articles (word limit: 840), 
poems, Protestant church pictures for the cover, or 
information relevant to the season. Please send 
your entries by hard/soft copy to reach the STEC 
church office stthomasenglishchur@bsnl.in or 
stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com by the 20th of 
every month. 

You can read the current issue of EanMe online at 
http://www.santhomeenglishchurch.org/. A few earlier issues have been 
archived on `CSI St. Thomas English Church’ facebook page. 

Contributions are also invited for the Sunday bulletin. If you have any 
interesting information to share in the form of anecdotes, short stories 
etc. (around 100 words) relevant to the Sunday theme, please mail it to 
Kavita Edward: sandeekov@gmail.com  
 
 
We are on Social Media! 
‘Like’ our Church page on Facebook to stay updated 
https://www.facebook.com/StThomasEnglishChurch 
 
Join our Church group on Facebook to connect with 
each other and share / view pictures of church events 
https://www.facebook.com/CSI St. Thomas English Church, Santhome 
 
‘Follow’ @CSI_STEC on Twitter 
 
`Follow’ @csi_stec on Instagram 
 

Travelling on work or vacation?  
Don’t forget to click a picture! 
If you happen to visit or see a beautiful, historic Protestant 
church that you think should be on our EanMe cover, please 
click a hi-res picture and e-mail it, along with a short note 
about the Church, to stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com 

mailto:sandeekov@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/StThomasEnglishChurch
https://www.facebook.com/
mailto:stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com
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If you would like to join, participate in or use your time and effort for the 
Ministries, Fellowships and activities of the Church, please get in touch 
with the following people: 
 
Sunday School – Mrs. Grace Rathnam  
Tweens Fellowship – Mr. Swithun Manoharan / Mr. Joshua Foulger 
Adult Fellowship – Mr. Ajit Stanley Moses 
Choir – Mrs. Anila Manoharan 
Women’s Fellowship – Mrs. Vasanthi Premkumar  
Men’s Fellowship – Mr. Milton Sigamoney 
Rapha (Hospital Ministry) – Mrs. Ranjini Inbaraj  
Blossoms for Christ (Evening Sunday School) – Mrs. Sheeba Roshan 
Church Library – Mrs. Shailaja Henry  
Eco (Garden) – Mrs. Premalatha Samuel 
Evangelism – Mrs. Nirmala Stephen  
EanMe, Website Content, Facebook, Twitter & Instagram moderation – 
Mrs. Fabiola Jacob 
Weekly Bulletin (Pew Sheets) – Mrs. Kavita Edward 
Education Ministry (School) – Mrs. Gemina Martin 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Rajkumar Thangiah slept in the Lord on 26 Nov 2019 
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 FELLOWSHIP PROGRAMMES 
 

Sunday School : 
English:  Sunday – 8:00 am 

Tamil:  Sunday - 4 pm 

Tweens’ Fellowship : Sunday – 4:30 pm 

Women’s Fellowship : I and III Saturday - 5:00 pm 

Men’s Fellowship : II and IV Saturday - 6:30 pm 

Adults’ Fellowship : Sunday - 5:00 pm 

Hospital visit : II Sunday - 10:15 am 

 

 

 

 

PASTORATE  

COMMITTEE 

MEMBERS 

 

Mr. Ajit Stanley Moses 

Mr. S.P. Paul 

Mr. A. Arun Jacob 

Dr. Vijit Koshy Cherian 

Mrs. Saroja Bai J. 

Mrs. Susanna Premalatha Samuel 

Mrs. Sheeba Roshan 

Mr. Gerald Joshua Divyaprabhu 

Mr. Jewel Solomon Devanand 

Mrs. Nisha Jeethendra 

 

 

 

   

  

 

The Rt. Rev. Dr. J. George Stephen 
Bishop in Madras 

 

Rev. Dr. V. Paul Birla 
Presbyter-in-charge 

 
Mr. Milton Sigamoney 
Mr. Ajit Stanley Moses 

Lay Readers 

             Mr. Stephen Michael A. 
             Secretary 

Mr. Benjamin Hastings 
Treasurer 
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WORSHIP SERVICES – PLAN FOR DECEMBER 2019 

Date and  
Time 

Day Services and Preacher Theme Stewards for Bible 
Reading and Offertory 

1.12.2019 
7:30 am 

 
 

6.00 pm 

First Sunday 
of Advent 

 
Sung Eucharist: 
Celebrant: Rev. Dr. V. Paul Birla 
 
Evensong: 
Sermon: Mr. Milton Sigamoney 

Celebrating 
the promises 

of God 

I Samuel 2: 1 – 10 
Hebrews 11: 29 – 40 
Psalm 66 
St. Luke 1: 39 – 45 
 
Mr. & Mrs. Roopsingh 
Immanuel  

8.12.2019 
7:00 am 

 
 

8:15 am 
 
 

6.00 pm 

Second 
Sunday of 

Advent 

Gift Sunday 

 

 

 
Holy Eucharist: 
Celebrant: Rev. Dr. V. Paul Birla 
 
Sung Matins: 
Sermon: Dr. Z. Edward Kennedy 
 
Fellowship carol service and  
Holy Eucharist: 
Celebrant: Rev. Dr.  V. Paul Birla 
 

 

Word of God: 
double edged 

sword 

Jeremiah 36: 1 – 10 
Hebrews 4: 11 – 13 
Psalm 118: 89 – 96 
St. Luke 1: 5 – 17 
 
Mr. & Mrs. S. Pravin Paul  

15.12.2019 
7:30 am 

 
 
 

6.00 pm 

Third Sunday 
of Advent 

 
Sung Eucharist: 
Celebrant: Rev. Dr. V. Paul Birla 
Sermon: Mr. Ajit Stanley Moses 
 
Evensong: 
Sermon: Rev. Dr. V. Paul Birla 

 

Promise of 
Immanuel  

 

Isaiah 7: 10 – 17 
I Peter 3: 8 – 16 
Psalm 98 
St. Matthew 1: 18 – 25 
 
Mr. & Mrs. Frederick 
Ponniah  
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22.12.2019 
7:30 am 

 
 

6.00 pm 

Fourth Sunday 
of Advent 

 

 
Sung Eucharist: 
Celebrant: Rev. Dr. V. Paul Birla 
 
Carol service: 
`Christmas mosaic’ – a cantata by 
Marty Parks  
followed by campfire and Parish 
dinner 

 

Preparation: 
the Lord is 

coming 

Micah 4: 1 – 5 
1 John 4: 7 – 21 
Psalm 126 
St. John 4: 21 – 37 
 
Mr. & Mrs. Swithun 
Manoharan  

24.12.2019 
11:30 pm 

Christmas Eve 
Festival 
service 

 
Sung Eucharist: 
Celebrant: Rev. Dr. V. Paul Birla 
 

 

Glory to God 

 
Isaiah 52: 7 – 10 
Titus 3: 4 – 8 
Psalm 148 
St. Luke 2: 1 – 14  
 
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen 
Michael  

25.12.2019 
8:00 am 

Christmas Day  
Sung Eucharist: 
Celebrant: Rev. Dr. V. Paul Birla 
 

29.12.2019 
7:30 am 

 
 
 

6.00 pm 

The Sunday 
after 

Christmas 

 
Sung Eucharist: 
Celebrant: Rev. Dr. V. Paul Birla 
Sermon: Rev. Dr. V. Paul Birla 
 
Evensong: 
Sermon: Rev. Dr. V. Paul Birla 

 
Family as faith 
forming space 

Genesis 27: 11 – 29 
I John 2: 7 – 17 
Psalm 127 
St. Matthew 12: 46 – 50 
 
Dr. & Dr. Mrs. Vijit Koshy 
Cherian  
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31.12.2019 
 
 

11:30 pm 
 

New Year’s 
Eve 

Watchnight 
service 

 

 
 
 
Sung Eucharist: 
Celebrant: Rev. Dr. V. Paul Birla 

 
 
God’s 
continuing 
covenant with 
all  

 
Genesis 9: 8 – 17  
Galatians 4: 21 – 31  
Psalm 103: 1 – 6 
St. Luke 2: 15 – 21 
 
Mr. & Mrs. Benjamin 
Hastings  

1.1.2020 
8:00 am 

New Year Day  
Sung Eucharist: 
Celebrant: Rev. Dr. V. Paul Birla 


