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My dear parishioners, 
 
Warm greetings to you all in the sweet Name of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. It’s September – time 
to celebrate our Annual Thanksgiving Festival 2019. 
During the thanksgiving festival, we usually thank our 
Almighty God for His faithfulness and gracious 
guidance.  And we express our sincere thanks to 
God by giving our thanksgiving offertory, and as an 

expression of our love towards Him. 
 
We cannot love our God without giving.  We have received enormous 
blessings from our Lord, and we must honour Him with cheerful giving.  
Matthew 14: 14 – 21 talks about the feeding of five thousand.  In the New 
Testament there are only two miracles recorded in all four Gospels.  The 
resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the feeding of the 5000.  The 
miracle of feeding the 5000 teaches us productivity in the ministry.  Our 
Lord Jesus Christ and His disciples jointly involved in this ministry.  
Likewise, we as God’s people must jointly involve ourselves in this 
productive ministry and build our STEC parish hall and rural Churches in 
the Diocese of Madras. A few pointers from St. Matthew 14: 
 

• In this Bible passage, Jesus Christ was motivated by compassion and 
urgency - v 13,14.  We as God’s children must have compassion 
towards perishing souls.  Jesus Christ felt the need of His followers.  
So He acted with urgency by providing their needs. 

• This passage teaches us to depend on God - v 14, 15.  For each and 
everything, we must trust God and wholeheartedly depend on Him. 

• God’s anointing and blessing comes upon what we have - v 17, 18.  
God uses the resources available in our hands. 

• God expects that we should share our resources - v 19.  Usually 
children are possessive by nature. But this boy’s parents taught him 
to share his belongings with the needy.  Our God measures our faith 
by giving. 

• God expects His children to be team players - v 20, 21.  Our Lord 
Jesus Christ used His disciples to feed 10000–15000 people. He 
expects His children to be united to do His ministry, even today.  With 
one mind and in one accord, let us serve the Lord and strive hard for 
the extension of His kingdom on earth.   
 

Please read and meditate on I Corinthians 12: 20 – 25 and Psalm 126: 5. 
Let those who wept as they sowed their seed, gather the harvest with 
joy. May God bless us all and set us free to celebrate Annual 
Thanksgiving Festival 2019 and live for His will alone in our lives. 

Yours in His joyful service,  
Rev. Dr. V. Paul Birla 

Presbyter-in-charge and Chairman 
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ATTITUDE OF GRATITUDE 

Traditional Churches such as ours are often 
perceived as being ritualistic. Our calendar of 
events are considered predictable as one festival 
follows the other in clock-work precision. But each 
observance of the Church has an enduring 

significance. Take for instance the Thanksgiving festival that we 
celebrate each year. Many modern Churches do not have this tradition, 
as they argue that every day should be Thanksgiving Day! 
 
The harvest tradition 
We read in the Old Testament that several thousand years ago, God 
spoke directly to Moses and instituted a new festival for His people. 
“Celebrate the Festival of Harvest with the firstfruits of the crops you sow 
in your field.” - Exodus 23:16. 
 
Since ancient times, various cultures have celebrated the harvest festival 
as a time of looking back in appreciation, for the seasons that make a 
harvest possible. Brazil has the Dia de Acao de Gracas - a time to be 
grateful for the crops that yielded their food. In China its’ the Mid-Autumn 
(Moon) Festival, while the United States and Canada celebrate 
Thanksgiving. And here we have Sankranti, Pongal and Onam – all 
harvest traditions. 
 
Yes, its’ true that time and repetition can rob our rituals of meaning - but 
some are important reminders of vital spiritual truths. We read in the 
Bible that the when the first-century believers misused the practice of the 
Lord’s Supper, the apostle Paul didn’t tell them to stop celebrating it. 
Instead he told them, “As often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, 
you proclaim the Lord’s death till He comes” (1 Cor. 11:26). So rather 
than give up the ritual, perhaps we need to restore the meaning. 
 
Reason to be grateful for 
While there will always be things to complain about in our day to day life, 
if we look carefully there are always blessings to be thankful for too.  
 
In his letter to the Colossians, where Paul describes our newness in 
Christ, “thankfulness” is the only characteristic mentioned more than 
once. In fact, it is mentioned three times. “Be thankful,” he says in 
Colossians 3:15. Sing to God “with gratitude in your hearts” (v. 16). And 
whatever you do, be sure to be “giving thanks to God the Father” (v. 17). 
Paul’s instruction to be thankful is astonishing when we consider that he 
wrote this letter from prison! As the poet George Herbert says in the 
opening lines of his poem ‘Gratefulness’ 
“Thou that hast given so much to me,  
Give one thing more — a grateful heart.”  

Fabiola Jacob 
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Gracing our cover this month is the picturesque St 
Peter’s Church in Queenstown, New Zealand, 
photographed by Sheila Rajakumari. 
 
About the Church 
Located near the lake edge in the heart of pretty 
Queenstown, St. Peter’s Church is a much 

photographed, beautiful stone structure. The Church belongs to the 
Wakatipu Parish, which is a part of the Diocese of Dunedin.  
 
It all began when the first settler William Gilbert Rees, established a 
sheep station on the shores of Queenstown Bay in 1861. Rees was a 
devout Anglican and held regular services which were attended by the 
men and women who worked for him. When gold was discovered, 
thousands of miners flocked to the area and a large bustling town soon 
surrounded Rees' station buildings. One of the settlers was Richmond 
Beetham – the Resident Magistrate and a Lay Reader - and soon an 
Anglican community was established with Rees and Beetham holding 
Church services. The visit of Bishop Harper in March 1863 quickened the 
interest of the Anglicans and soon plans were on to build a Church using 
timber, on the present site. A storm damaged the partially built Church, 
but the determination of the congregation saw the wooden Church 
completed in July 1863. 
 
In early 1869, when the Rev Richard Coffey was appointed Vicar, he 
took on the pastoral care of Queenstown and Arrowtown Communities, 
travelling by foot and horseback over dangerous mountain tracks to 
minister to the scattered flock in remote areas. His parsonage here is still 
in use today as the Parish Centre. Soon the congregation increased and 
several additions were made to the Church building. 
 
The present Gothic structure that we see on the cover, was designed by 
J. McDowall Smith of Dunedin and erected in 1932 with greywacke stone 
obtained from the lake edge on the park peninsula. The old wooden 
Church was dismantled and given to the neighbouring parish of Dunstan, 
where it still serves the people of Omakau as the Church of St. Mary the 
Virgin. Among the many attractions at St. Peter’s Church are the 
colourful stained-glass windows – the one over the altar depicting ‘the 
call of St. Peter’ and an impressive gilded pipe organ. The eagle-shaped 
cedar lectern was carved and donated in 1874 by John Ah Tong, a 
Chinese immigrant. 
 
My testimony 
Earlier this year, my daughter Sheeba and I went on a group tour to New 
Zealand with Thomas Cook. When we were in Queenstown, I had a fall 
and fractured my spine – but I did not realise it then. The doctors in our 
group helped me with medication and I was able to move around, though 
with pain.  
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I came to know about St. Peter’s Anglican Church from the information 
desk at our resort, and walked all the way to see it. But when I reached 
the Church, I was in severe pain. The beautiful Church was empty and 
we prayed there. In that silence, I pleaded with God to take me back 
home safe, and I somehow managed to get back to the resort. He also 
enabled me to reach Chennai safely and seek medical help here. I thank 
and praise God for all that He has done for me.  

Sheila Rajakumari 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As the pastor’s wife was checking on their eight-year-old 
son who was sick in bed, he asked to see his father, 
who was in his study room working on an important 
sermon.   
“He’s busy, honey, and can’t come right now,” his 
mother replied. 
“But I really really want to see him,” the boy persisted. 
“Sorry, but he’s tied up right now and can’t be disturbed.” 
“Well then,” the boy said, “tell him I’m sick and want my pastor to visit 
me!”
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GEMS FROM THE BIBLE 
 
Put them in your heart-bank – 
memorize and use them! 

• God helps you in everything you 

do – Genesis 49:25 

• You must respect your mothers and fathers and obey the Sabbath 

law, for I am the Lord your God. – Leviticus 19: 3 

• Take courage for the coming of the Lord is near. – James 5:8 

• Don’t be quick-tempered – that is being a fool. – Ecclesiastes 7:9 

• Let your hearts be filled with God alone to make them pure and true 

to Him. – James 4:8  

Premella Soundarapandian 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Announcement – Subscription Covers 
The CSI Synod Council has recently made a few important Amendments 
to the Pastorate Constitution, and we are expected to follow the same. 
All families in our Parish are expected to get a second subscription cover 
for their spouses. The covers are ready and kept at the Church entrance. 
You are requested to kindly collect the same and start offering the 
second subscription cover along with the first, from April 2019 onwards. 

Pastorate Committee 
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 HARVESTING OF THE PALMYRA TREES 
 

They grow in the equatorial countries of the 
East, 
They can withstand any amount of heat; 
They grow to a height of thirty meters and are hardy, 
The leaves grow only at the top and are sturdy. 
 
The fruit bearing branches are cut and pots are hung underneath, 
The palmyra juice gets collected into the pots beneath; 
To prevent fermentation, lime is spread inside the pot’s body, 
If lime is not spread inside, it turns into an intoxicating drink called 
‘toddy’. 
 
‘Padani’ is a sweet drink from the tree which is unfermented, 
Morning and evening this juice must be harvested; 
When this liquid is boiled, it hardens to form ‘jaggery’, 
Coffee and sweets made from it are sugary. 
 
‘The tender fruits are eaten in summer known as ‘nongu’ and is cooling, 
Mature fruits are fibrous, and eaten with ‘jaggery’ after boiling; 
Newly farmed tubers are boiled and eaten by man, 
In summer, the palmyra leaves are shaped into hand fans. 

Prema Jeyasundar 
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SCIENCE MEETS THE BIBLE! 

• Anesthesiologist: Doctor, I gave maximum anesthesia to the 
patient but he didn’t become unconscious… 
Doctor: Show him the bill. He will collapse immediately! 

 

• Dentist: To pull a tooth, I charge $200 with pain and $100 
without pain! 
Patient: Nice… Without pain, it’s cheaper.  Pull it without pain! 
Dentist: (Begins to extract the tooth, when the patient starts 
crying!) Hey, with pain it costs $200! 

 

• Doctor: We will give local anesthesia to your dad before 
operation…  
Son: Doctor, you know my dad is filthy rich… Give him an 
imported one! 

Surgeries have been performed by doctors since ancient times, 
especially in Greece, Rome and China.  There is also evidence of 
carrying out operations at the time of delivery of a child.  Though the 
doctors were experts, they were not aware of anesthesia then.  Usually, 
the patients were tied to the table, with their hands and legs held tightly 
by the medical staff.   
 
Sir James Young Simpson was born in a Christian family in Scotland in 
the year 1811.  He was groomed in Christian faith.  Later he studied 
medicine in Edinburgh University and became a famous doctor.  James 
studied the word of God every day for God’s guidance.  One day, he 
read a particular verse again and again and thought over it.  “And the 
Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall on Adam, and he slept; and He 
took one of his ribs and closed up the flesh in its place.”—Genesis 2:21.   
 
Inspired by this verse, he invented chloroform in 1847, to make people 
unconscious.  Initially, there were reports of fatalities due to overdose of 
chloroform, the first one being a 15-year-old girl in 1848.  Skill and care 
were required to decide the effective dose.  But use of chloroform spread 
quickly as it was famously administered to Queen Victoria during the 
birth of her 8th child in 1853.  Yes, God did the first plastic surgery for the 
first man on earth and now, our Doctors are using His technique to 
perform operations effortlessly.  Above all, patients today are blessed to 
undergo operations without pain and suffering. 
 
If at all spirituality and science meet at one place, it must be the living 
Bible.  Let’s search to find more such scientific secrets available in the 
Bible, use them and glorify our Lord! 

 

Ventriloquist Shanthakumar 
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MUSIC FROM BAHRAIN 
 

On 11 August 2019, during the morning 
service at our Church, a wonderful musical 
performance was rendered through violin 
as the lead instrument. Four members Mr. 
Devarajan Pandian, Mr. John, Ms. Rachel 
and Ms. Abigail of Tamil Trinity 

Congregation, Bahrain teamed up with our Church organist, Mrs. Anila 
Manoharan to give a special rendition on hymns.  The rendition was a 
three-part harmony of violins accompanied by the electronic keyboard. 
Rachel and John played alto and tenor in violin respectively, and Abigail 
and Mr. Devarajan Pandian played the first violin. Mrs. Anila played the 
accompaniment on keyboard. The music was soothing to the ears and 
the harmony was perfect. They played hymns like ‘Joyful, joyful, we 
adore Thee’, ‘My Tribute’, ‘Great is thy faithfulness’, ‘Surely goodness 
and mercy’, ‘God will take care of you’, ‘Jesus the very thought of thee’, 
‘How sweet the Name of Jesus sounds’, ‘His name is wonderful’, ‘Praise 
Him! Praise Him!’, ‘All Hail the Power of Jesus’ name’ etc. during the 
worship service. The sounding of the instruments was very good. In 
some variations it was full sounding and mellow and at times it was 
lustrous and metallic.  The richness of the harmony was enjoyed by all 
who were present, and the performance ended with an overwhelming 
applause. 
 
Mr. Devarajan Pandian is an electrical engineer by profession and is 
serving God through music in the Kingdom of Bahrain.  He has 
composed hundreds of Gospel songs. His expertise in music extends to 
many areas – including Tamil cantatas composed for the Christmas 
season. Tamil Christmas music composed by him is sung and enjoyed 
by many across the world. May God bless his ministry and continue to 
shower His blessings in the coming years too.  

Kavita Edward 
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WOMEN’S SUNDAY 2019 

This year, Women’s Sunday was 
celebrated in our church on 18 August 
2019. The theme was `In step with the 

Spirit’ and the ladies made a very impressive presentation, interspersed 
with singing. The Bible verse for the theme was Galatians 5:22, and each 
fruit of the Spirit was elaborated, with examples of Biblical women: 
 

• Love - Ruth 

• Joy - Miriam 

• Peace - Abigail 

• Patience - Hannah 

• Kindness – Shunamite woman 

• Goodness - Tabitha 

• Faithfulness – Mary Magdalene 

• Gentleness – Rebecca 

• Self-control – Manoah’s wife 
 

The responsive reading and the intercessory prayer were put together by 
the ladies, and it was very apt, all about the fruit of the Spirit. They also 
lent a festive air to the occasion with their bright silk saris and charming 
posies. 
 
Appreciate the effort taken by the Women’s Fellowship and their leader, 
Vasanthi aunty! 

Anila Manoharan 
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INDEPENDENCE DAY @ STEC 
 

Along with the entire nation, we as a Church celebrated Independence 
Day on 15 August 2019 with the usual strength we see every year.  It 
was indeed refreshing to see Jessica, Joshua and Shirley with the 
National Flag painted on their faces.  
 
The Independence Day flag-hoisting started with an opening hymn and 
Bible reading, followed by prayers for our nation. We prayed for the 
freedom gifted to our nation, for experience of integration and harmony, 
for responsible citizenship, for the general welfare of the country, for our 
leaders and for communal harmony. Our Pastor, Rev. Dr. V. Paul Birla, 
hoisted the National Flag, followed by the National Anthem. We also 
sang the Tamizh Thai Vazhthu.  
 
After the Flag Hoisting ceremony, we were served with sweets, snacks 
and coffee.  It was a good time of fellowship. We also thank Mr. James 
Thiraviaraj for being our photographer for the day. 

Gemina Martin 
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CHOIR SUNDAY – A REPORT 
 

The STEC choir presented a wonderfully wide 
repertoire of gospel music on Sunday, 25 August 
2019 in the morning worship service. Themed ‘Let 
your light shine’, the selection ranged from the 

traditional Latin ‘Dona Nobis Pacem’ to a Netherlands folk hymn and 
contemporary gospel songs and nostalgic Negro spirituals like ‘Hand me 
down my silver trumpet’. Led by Anila Manoharan, who also 
accompanied the choir on the keyboard, the sequence of songs blended 
beautifully with the liturgy, worship and congregational hymns. 
 
The children of the STEC choir sang ‘The only Bible some people read’ 
by Steve Sanders, with a solo performance by Johnsson Jaden Dhyriam. 
Dan Schutte’s ‘Here I am Lord’, Caleb Simper’s ‘Psalm 23’ and ‘Speak O 
Lord’ by Keith Getty & Stuart Townsend were just a few of the 
remarkable ones sung by the choir.  
 
The sermon by Swithun Manoharan ‘Lit up to light up’, was so relevant to 
the contemporary world that we live in. He spoke about how we as 
Christians are called to light up the darkness that surrounds us, in a 
world filled with despair. The theme, the songs and Clevant Derrick’s 
lines from ‘Just a little talk with Jesus’ brought home the message that 
morning that, God is with us, no matter what.  
 
“I may have doubts and fears, my eyes be filled with tears 
But Jesus is a Friend who watches day and night 
I go to Him in prayer, He knows my ev’ry care 
And just a little talk with Jesus makes it right.” 

Fabiola Jacob 
 

 
 

“God has promised to supply all our 
needs. What we don’t have now, we 
don’t need now.” – Elizabeth Elliot 

 
“No matter what our circumstances, 
we can find a reason to be thankful.” – Dr. David Jeremiah 
 
“God is in control, and therefore in everything I can give thanks - not 
because of the situation but because of the One who directs and rules 
over it.” – Kay Arthur 
 
“In happy moments, praise God. in difficult moments, seek God. in quiet 
moments, worship God. in painful moments, trust God. every moment, 
thank God.” – Rick Warren 
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PRAYER POINTS 
 
Do you have a prayer point that you would like to share with 
our Church prayer group? Please drop it in the box at the 
main door of our Church, so that it can be included in the 
prayer list.  
 
Our Church prayer group meets on the 1st and 3rd Sunday of 
every month, at 7.15 pm in Church, to pray for general and specific 
needs. You are welcome to join the group.  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WRITE TO US! 

Do you have a comment on the 
articles, a fresh new idea or feedback 
about the EanMe that you would like to 
share with other readers? Mail it to 
stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com 
with ‘EanMe MailBox’ in the subject. 
The best letters will be published in the 
next issue of the EanMe. 
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 ‘HIDE THEM IN YOUR HEART' - A SCRIPTURE CHALLENGE!  
 
Can you memorize Psalm 8 before 29 September 2019? 
 
If this offer appeals to you, please approach 
Roshan Soundarapandian (Mobile No: 
98403 88365) - a surprise awaits you! 
The winners will be announced in next 
month's EanMe!  
Of course, prizes would follow! 
Anyone can rise to the opportunity - no age 
limit – all the best! 
 
Winners:  
 

Name 
  

July 
2019 

Aug 2019 

Psalm 
128 

The Ten 
Commandments 

Iris Manoharan  

Ranjini Inbaraj  

Aria Manoharan  

Keturah Manoharan  

Felicia Williams  

Jaden Johnsson Dhyriam  

Jonathan Ethan Dhyriam  

Jonathan Roopsingh  

Jeremy Roopsingh  

Mercy Roshan  

Zoey Joanna Emmanuel  

Joshua Emmanuel  

Priya Muller  

Jadon Titus Muller  

Latha Chittaranjan   

Zibia Thiraviaraj  

Ezekiel David  

Joann Ignatius  

Jessica Lily  

Joshua John  

Shirley John  
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HENRY WILLIAMS – MISSIONARY TO 
THE MĀORIS 

 
When Henry and Marianne Williams arrived in 
the Bay of Islands in 1823, a new stage in the life 
of the Church Missionary Society mission in New 
Zealand was about to begin. “Marsden Cove”, as 

they at first called Paihia, became the centre for the first real spread of 
the gospel. 
 
Henry came as an ordained priest, with some training also in shipbuilding 
and medicine. Born in 1792, he entered the navy at the age of fourteen 
and served in the Napoleonic Wars. During the American War of 1812-
14, his part in a duel between two ships, in which there was great loss of 
life, convinced him of the futility of fighting and prepared him for his 
future role as a peacemaker. Inspired by his brother-in-law, Edward 
Marsh, who was a member of the CMS, Henry Williams joined the CMS 
in 1819, was initially accepted as a lay settler, and ordained in 1822. 
 
The scenario 
Until Williams’ arrival, the missionaries in New Zealand had followed their 
predecessors’ policy of teaching useful skills as a preparation for 
evangelism, but with little success. Also, in order to obtain essential food, 
they had yielded to the pressure to trade in muskets, the item of barter in 
which Maori showed the greatest interest. But Henry concentrated on the 
salvation of souls, and the trade in muskets ceased. His missionary team 
made a concerted effort to master the Maori language, and the 
translation of the Scriptures and the Prayer Book was carried forward. 
Schools were established in the Bay of Islands, and every opportunity 
was taken to speak about the way of salvation. 
 
When visiting a marae, Henry would be engaged in tending the sick, in 
preaching, and in conversations which would often continue far into the 
night. Except where he saw it as in conflict with the gospel, he accepted 
Maori custom. His courage and warm regard for people eventually won 
respect and affection. His offices as a peacemaker were first sought in 
1828 during a dispute between Bay of Islands and Hokianga groups of 
Maori, which was peaceably resolved. While some later efforts were less 
successful, he was to gain a reputation for stepping fearlessly between 
armed and angry opponents and persuading them to a better way.  
 
Growing ministry 
Following the baptism of the chief Taiwhanga in 1830, converts were 
attracted in increasing numbers. Throughout the next ten years the 
influence of the mission spread. Journeys of exploration by sea and on 
foot into the Thames district, the Waikato and the Bay of Plenty led to the 
establishment of a missionary team in a number of new stations. By 
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1840 tribes from the East Coast and the southern North Island were 
asking for a missionary to live among them and teach them. For the 
majority of these a missionary eventually became available. It was the 
vision and purpose of Henry Williams that persuaded the CMS to 
establish stations at Turanga, Wanganui, and Waikanae. 
 
In this way the foundations of the Maori Anglican Church were laid. It 
was a remarkable period of development and spiritual growth.  
 
Season of trials… 
The arrival of colonists brought by the New Zealand Company heralded 
a stormy period in Henry Williams’ life. He strongly supported the Treaty 
of Waitangi, seeing the rule of British law as a protection against 
unscrupulous land deals and general lawlessness. It was Henry Williams 
who advised the ailing Governor Hobson to establish the capital at 
Auckland. 
 
Henry Williams’ concern over the alienation of Maori land and over the 
methods of the New Zealand Company had led him to purchase land in 
the centre of Wellington and in the Wanganui district and to hold it in 
trust for the Maori owners. In doing this he brought on himself the 
hostility of settlers. Governor Grey accused the missionary, first of 
treasonable dealings with the chief Kawiti during the northern war, and 
then of causing strife with the Maori by the wrongful acquisition of land. 
Both charges were without foundation and stoutly denied by Henry 
Williams.  
 
Henry’s vigorous defence of himself against the attacks by the governor 
and his refusal to heed the advice of Bishop Selwyn that he should give 
up his lands led to his dismissal by the CMS in 1849, and he left the 
Paihia mission station. He was eventually re-instated by the Society five 
years later. In the meantime he moved to Pakaraka, to the lands in 
question, and continued to exercise his ministry in the church. He had 
been appointed archdeacon of Waimate in 1844, and remained so even 
after his dismissal by the CMS. His concern was for the Maori people of 
the north, to whom he continued to minister faithfully until his death on 16 
July 1867. He was buried in the churchyard at Pakaraka. 
 
The Henry Williams’ family built a new church at Paihia as a memorial to 
him. It was dedicated on 17 November 1873. Soon after, as a tribute to 
him, the Maori people erected a stone cross in the churchyard.  

 

Source: The Internet 
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O LORD OF HEAVEN AND EARTH AND 
SEA 

 
A hymn which praises God for doing good, giving 
us rain and fruitful seasons, and filling us with 
food and gladness is "O Lord of heaven and 
earth and sea." The text was written by 
Christopher Wordsworth (30 October 1807 – 20 
March 1885). Wordsworth was an Anglican 

minister, nephew of the famous English poet William Wordsworth, and a 
noted hymnwriter in his day. His other best-known hymns are probably 
‘O day of rest and gladness’, ‘Songs of thankfulness and praise’, 
‘Gracious Spirit, Holy Ghost’ and ‘Father of all, from land and sea’ 
 
The tune Almsgiving produced for this text and most commonly used 
with it, was composed by John Bacchus Dykes (1823-1876). The hymn 
identifies several different areas of God’s blessings for which we can 
thank and praise Him - God’s gifts on earth, God’s gifts of nature, His 
gifts of society, God’s gift of His Son, gift of the Holy Spirit, His gift of 
redemption, and God’s gifts to each one of us individually. 
 
While the hymn reminds us of all the wonderful blessings that God has 
given us, it also tells us that we should be not only takers of God’s gifts, 
but in turn givers unto others as well. Let us bow down before the Giver 
of all blessings and say to Him, "O Lord, Who givest all, we thank Thee!" 
 
O Lord of heaven and earth and sea, To Thee all praise and glory be. 
How shall we show our love to Thee, Who givest all? 
 
The golden sunshine, vernal air, sweet flowers and fruit, Thy love declare. 
When harvests ripen, Thou art there, Who givest all. 
 
For peaceful homes and healthful days, for all the blessings earth displays, 
We owe Thee thankfulness and praise, Who givest all. 
 
Thou didst not spare Thine only Son, but gav'st Him for a world undone, 
And freely with that Blessed One, Thou givest all. 
 
Thou giv'st the Spirit's holy dower, Spirit of life and love and power, 
And dost His sevenfold graces shower upon us all. 
 
For souls redeemed, for sins forgiven, for means of grace and hopes of heaven, 
What can to Thee, O Lord, be given, Who givest all? 
 
We lose what on ourselves we spend; we have as treasure without end 
Whatever Lord, to Thee we lend, Who givest all; 
 
To Thee, from whom we all derive our life, our gifts, our power to give. 
Oh, may we ever with Thee live, Who givest all! 
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GEORGE AUGUSTUS SELWYN 
 
Born into a well-off family in Hampstead, 
London, on 5 April 1809, George was the 
fifth of eight children and the third to survive 

infancy. His parents were William and Letitia Selwyn. His father was a 
prominent constitutional lawyer who, among other things, advised Prince 
Albert, the consort of Queen Victoria. 
 
Early life 
As a schoolboy George excelled at both his studies and sport. Following 
in the footsteps of his elder brother, William, he became an Anglican 
priest after first studying at Eton. He was ordained in 1834 and appointed 
chaplain at Windsor Castle, giving Prince Albert the rare privilege of 
having members of the Selwyn Family counsel him in both spiritual and 
constitutional matters. 
 
Anglican Bishop of the Pacific 
In 1839, George married Sarah Richardson. Two years later, in 1841, the 
Archbishop of Canterbury elevated the 32-year-old chaplain to a new 
role, as the first Anglican Bishop of the Pacific - a position which his 
brother William had earlier declined. 
  
Undaunted, Selwyn took up his post with enthusiasm. Before arriving in 
New Zealand he learned the Maori language well enough to preach in it 
as soon as he got here. He quickly established excellent relationships 
with the Maori population and even remained on good terms during the 
ten-year war between some North Island tribes and European settlers, at 
various times providing medication and mediation to men on both sides. 
 
Shortly after settling with his young wife at the Christian Missionary 
Society station in the Bay of Islands, Selwyn set off on the first of many 
long journeys and extended absences as he patrolled his parish. In 1843 
and 1844 he travelled the length of New Zealand by horse, foot, boat and 
canoe, leaving in his wake a sprinkling of locations that now bear his 
name. 
 
One story that survives of that first journey is from early settlers in the 
Auckland area. One day, while Mrs Chaplin was washing clothes 
outside, she heard a noise in the bush and a man emerged wearing a 
wide-brimmed hat and old clothes that had been snagged by bush 
lawyer vines. He politely asked if any children needed baptising. Taking 
him for a traveling Catholic priest she said, "I don't think Captain Tuohy 
will let you baptise his. He belongs to the Church of England." "So do I," 
said Selwyn. "I'm the bishop." He duly baptised seven children and went 
on his way, fortified by a cup of tea from Mrs Chaplin. 
 



21 

 

Travels 
He made many journeys throughout New Zealand, including the 
Chatham Islands and Stewart Island. He also sailed around Melanesia, 
having become a competent sailor and navigator of his schooner, the 
Undine. He elected to deal only with "totally heathen isles" and not to 
evangelise wherever Christian missionaries had already established a 
presence, so as not to confuse the natives with denominational variation. 
This ruled out most of Polynesia as well as Fiji. 
 
His Melanesian mission began in 1848 with a voyage of inspection in 
H.M.S. Dido. He realised that Christianity would only take root in these 
many scattered islands if a native clergy were trained. He decided to visit 
the islands each year and bring back promising candidates to be trained 
at the College of St John the Evangelist, whose system of education 
combined agricultural labour and printing with theological study. 
 
In August 1849, the 22-ton Undine, with a crew of four, no weapon of any 
sort, and no reliable charts, set out for the "cannibal" islands, shadowed 
for protection by the H.M.S. Havannah. The mission was a success. 
Several students were brought back and, over the next three years, 
similar trips were made in the larger Border Maid. 
 
Unfortunately, several of the Melanesian students he brought back died 
and Selwyn concluded that the New Zealand climate was unsuitable for 
them. He sailed to England and successfully raised funds for the 
establishment of a mission and school on Norfolk Island and for the 
purchase of a larger mission boat, the Southern Cross. 
 
From that point, the Melanesian mission began to bloom. One legacy of 
this was a sudden profusion of Island children being christened George 
and Sarah.  
 
Settling down 
Back in New Zealand, Selwyn took his mission to all corners of the 
country and also relocated from the Bay of Islands. His wife, Sarah, often 
left at home with two sons, found pursuits of her own. She worked with 
St Johns Theological College students to develop the reserve known as 
St John's Bush, planting oak trees and many species of natives, 
including a kauri and nearly 2,000 ngaio trees. Today it is a thriving 
reserve that has over 165 native plants, streams with native fish, more 
than 30 different spiders and several lizard species.  
 
The Selwyns stayed in New Zealand for 27 years until George finally 
bowed to pressure to take up the bishopric of Lichfield in England in 
1868. Sarah was reportedly pleased to be home and they both lived 
contentedly until their deaths, he on 11 April 1878 and she 29 years later 
on 24 March 1907. 

Courtesy: https://www.selwyn.govt.nz 
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TOO SOON TO QUIT by 
WARREN W WIERSBE 
 
The following is a continuation of 
my review of Warren Wiersbe’s 

“Too soon to quit” that was published in the August EanMe. Last month, 
it was about Abraham the first achiever. 
 
JACOB - the Father 
 “God never stops loving His children” says Warren Wiersbe, and he 
draws parallels from Jacob’s life. Jacob was the father of the twelve men 
who founded the twelve tribes of Israel. At least one fourth of the book of 
Genesis is devoted to Jacob’s history, so he is a significant man. 
 
While Abraham and Isaac got things started, it was Jacob whom God 
used to build the Jewish nation. Jacob’s life was not easy. His twin 
brother Esau was against him. Isaac chose to ignore God’s will Gene. 
27: 1 – 4, while Rebekah chose to accomplish God’s will her own way.  
 
But Jacob met the Lord at Bethel, and it made all the difference between 
success and failure. Jacob loved Laban’s younger daughter and 
shepherded his flocks for seven years. But he had to marry Leah. 
“Everything is against me” cried Jacob. (Gen. 42:36) when actually God 
was working “for” him. 
 
Jacob knew that come what may, the Lord loved him. Twice in the Bible, 
we find that from the time he met the Lord at Bethel, until his move to 
Egypt, God gave him many evidences of His love. “If we want to have 
overcoming power, it’s essential to hear God’s voice as we read and 
meditate on the word of God”. People irritate us and circumstances baffle 
us, but there is always a word from the Lord, that quietens us and 
encourages us to keep going. 
 
Jacob was learning from discipline - this is also evidence that God loves 
us to discipline us. He also evidenced that God’s purposes are fulfilled in 
His times as part of His love. Finally Jacob was blessed to be a blessing 
to Israel. We know that God’s love never fails, “so it is always too soon to 
quit”.  
 
JOSEPH – The Dreamer: 
The author writes that Heaven’s dreams surpass the world’s delusions. If 
a dream is wedded to prayer, and a God-given vision, it could result in 
God’s blessings; if not, it might turn into a nightmare. 
 
Dream and the word of God: 
Dreams played an important role in many key events in Scripture, (i.e. in 
the life of Abraham, Jacob, Joseph and Daniel, but the Bible warns us 
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not to accept our every dream as a personal message from the Lord). 
Jeremiah 23:16 – 40 makes it clear that false prophets depend on 
dreams.  
 
Coming to Joseph’s life, God spoke to him in two dreams and revealed 
what He was planning to do. The challenges faced by Joseph are still 
with us today, but if we live by faith as he did we can see our God given 
dreams come true. 
 
Reality verses illusion: 
An illusion is an image we have mistaken for reality. Jacob was defeated 
by illusion when his sons told him that Joseph was dead. 
 
The first challenge Joseph had to face was family conflict. When Joseph 
reported two dreams (Gen. 37: 2 – 12), the Brothers called Joseph “the 
dreamer but bible they realized the fulfillment of the dreams to benefit the 
family and Jewish nation. 
 
Reigning through service: 
One of the best principles of “reigning in life” is learning to obey and 
serve faithfully, no matter who is in charge. We must begin by being 
servants before God, as God can exalt us to being rulers. Above all, 
Joseph wanted only to please the Lord, and the Lord blessed Joseph so 
that he was promoted.  He made Joseph a blessing to the entire 
household and Potiphar put everything into Joseph’s hands. When the 
second challenge through Potiphar’s wife came, he refused to sin 
against God. He learned patience in prison. 
 
The seduction of success: 
Joseph enjoyed eighty years of comfort and success (Gen. 50:22), a 
challenge more difficult than any he had faced so far. Most of us have no 
difficulty trusting the Lord when life is difficult, but when life is 
comfortable, we tend to take His blessings for granted and start drifting. 
Success can be very seductive. “Success contains within it the germs of 
failure and the reverse is also true”. When we walk with God, success 
humbles us and we seek to use it to help others. If we are not walking 
with God success may inflate us and even destroy us. 
 
Bringing his brothers to repentances: 
Perhaps the hardest challenge Joseph faced was dealing with his 
brothers, and he knew it would take time and patience for God to bring 
them to repentance. “They intended to harm me, but God intended it for 
good.” 
 
I wish to continue to write about other characters in the coming months.  
 

Condensed by S. Gnanaoli David 
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BIBLE QUIZ FOR ALL 
 
The quiz is open to participants of all ages.  
Answers should be given by the 20th of the month.  
Late entries will not be considered.  
Answers should be mailed to sheebs@hotmail.com 
or sent to Mrs. Sheeba Roshan +91 98402 16279. 
Names of participants with score will be mentioned in 
the next issue.  
Winners will be awarded at the end of the year. 
 
QUIZ 9 
Portion: Books of Jonah, Micah, Nahum and Habakkuk  

1. How are the Chaldeans described? 
2. Where was Tarshish? 
3. Which tree will be terribly shaken? 
4. According to the prophet, what horrific practice were the princes of 
Judah engaged in? 
5. How long a journey was Nineveh? 
6. What stood still? 
7. In what manner did Nahum say that Nineveh would be destroyed? 
8. What does the name Micah mean? 
9. Which three things of nature did God provide the prophet to teach him 
a lesson? 
10. Which majestic bird is mentioned in these books of the Bible? 

Answers to Quiz 8: 

1. The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood. (Joel 2:31) 
2. The day of the Lord is near and will come like destruction from the 
Almighty. (Joel 1:15) 
    A day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and blackness. Like 
dawn spreading across         the mountains a large and mighty army 
comes. (Joel 2:2) 
    A day of darkness not light (Amos 5:18) 
    It is also described in detail in (Obadiah 1:15-21) 
3. Amos (Amos 1:1) 
4. Amos prophesied to and about Israel and its surrounding nations 
Damascus, Gaza, Tyre, Edom, Ammon, Moab, Judah (Amos 1:3-15, 2) 
5.  Israel commanded its prophets not to prophesy. (Amos 2:12) 
6. To His servants the prophets. (Amos 3:7) 
7. Beyond Damascus (Amos 5:27) 
8. A plumbline (Amos 7:8) 
9. Esau (Obadiah 1:6) 
10. The wise men of Edom (Obadiah 1:8) 

 

mailto:sheebs@hotmail.com
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Points tally after Quiz 8:   

  

 
    Aug 2019  Aggregate 

1 Daniel Inbaraj  10 80 

2 Felicia Williams 10 80 

3 Hannah Cheryl Daniel 10 80 

4 Jaden Johnsson Dhyriam 10 80 

5 Jadon Titus Muller - 60 

6 Jason Travis Daniel  10 80 

7 Jeremy Roopsingh 10 80 

8 Jessica Lilly 10 69 

9 Jeyasri David 10 70 

10 Joann Ignatius 10 60 

11 Jonathan Ethan Dhyriam 10 80 

12 Jonathan Roopsingh 10 80 

13 Keturah Manoharan 10 80 

14 Mahilini Santhosh 10 80 

15 Pamela Bridget - 10 

16 Rohan Abraham Stanley  10 80 

17 Santosh Dhyriam 10 60 

18 Shekinah Tanya Dhyriam 10 60 

19 Shreya Dhyriam 10 60 

20 Tasha Grace  10 80 

21 Zibia Thiraviaraj 10 70 
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Why EanMe? 
 
‘EanMe’ – literally meaning “unless” in Greek – has its roots in St. 
Thomas the Apostle’s words of doubt. It is based on his famous words to 
the Risen Lord in St. John 20:25: “…Unless I see in His hands the print 
of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and put my hand 
into His side, I will not believe.” 

‘Unless’ or ‘except’ in the King James Version is translated from the 
Greek word ‘Eanme’ εανμε (eh-an’ may) meaning: before, but, except, 
not or unless.  

We welcome your original contributions to the 
EanMe in the form of articles (word limit: 840), 
poems, Protestant church pictures for the cover, or 
information relevant to the season. Please send 
your entries by hard/soft copy to reach the STEC 
church office stthomasenglishchur@bsnl.in or 
stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com by the 20th of 
every month. 

You can read the current issue of EanMe online at 
http://www.santhomeenglishchurch.org/. A few earlier issues have been 
archived on `CSI St. Thomas English Church’ facebook page. 

Contributions are also invited for the Sunday bulletin. If you have any 
interesting information to share in the form of anecdotes, short stories 
etc. (around 100 words) relevant to the Sunday theme, please mail it to 
Kavita Edward: sandeekov@gmail.com  
 
 
We are on Social Media! 
‘Like’ our Church page on Facebook to stay updated 
https://www.facebook.com/StThomasEnglishChurch 
 
Join our Church group on Facebook to connect with 
each other and share / view pictures of church events 
https://www.facebook.com/CSI St. Thomas English Church, Santhome 
 
‘Follow’ @CSI_STEC on Twitter 
 
`Follow’ @csi_stec on Instagram 
 

Travelling on work or vacation?  
Don’t forget to click a picture! 
If you happen to visit or see a beautiful, historic Protestant 
church that you think should be on our EanMe cover, please 
click a hi-res picture and e-mail it, along with a short note 
about the Church, to stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com 

mailto:sandeekov@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/StThomasEnglishChurch
https://www.facebook.com/
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If you would like to join, participate in or use your time and effort for the 
Ministries, Fellowships and activities of the Church, please get in touch 
with the following people: 
Sunday School – Mrs. Grace Rathnam  
Tweens Fellowship – Mr. Swithun Manoharan / Mr. Joshua Foulger 
Adult Fellowship – Mr. Ajit Stanley Moses 
Choir – Mrs. Anila Manoharan 
Women’s Fellowship – Mrs. Vasanthi Premkumar  
Men’s Fellowship – Mr. Milton Sigamoney 
Rapha (Hospital Ministry) – Mrs. Ranjini Inbaraj  
Blossoms for Christ (Evening Sunday School) – Mrs. Sheeba Roshan 
Church Library – Mrs. Shailaja Henry  
Eco (Garden) – Mrs. Premalatha Samuel 
Evangelism – Mrs. Nirmala Stephen  
EanMe, Website Content, Facebook, Twitter & Instagram moderation – 
Mrs. Fabiola Jacob 
Weekly Bulletin (Pew Sheets) – Mrs. Kavita Edward 
Education Ministry (School) – Mrs. Gemina Martin 
 
 
 
 
 
 



29 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 FELLOWSHIP PROGRAMMES 
 

Sunday School : 
English:  Sunday – 8:00 am 

Tamil:  Sunday - 4 pm 

Tweens’ Fellowship : Sunday – 4:30 pm 

Women’s Fellowship : I and III Saturday - 5:00 pm 

Men’s Fellowship : II and IV Saturday - 6:30 pm 

Adults’ Fellowship : Sunday - 5:00 pm 

Hospital visit : II Sunday - 10:15 am 

 

 

 

 

PASTORATE  

COMMITTEE 

MEMBERS 

 

Mr. Ajit Stanley Moses 

Mr. S.P. Paul 

Mr. A. Arun Jacob 

Dr. Vijit Koshy Cherian 

Mrs. Saroja Bai J. 

Mrs. Susanna Premalatha Samuel 

Mrs. Sheeba Roshan 

Mr. Gerald Joshua Divyaprabhu 

Mr. Jewel Solomon Devanand 

Mrs. Nisha Jeethendra 

 

 

 

   

  

 

The Rt. Rev. Dr. J. George Stephen 
Bishop in Madras 

 

Rev. Dr. V. Paul Birla 
Presbyter-in-charge 

 
Mr. Milton Sigamoney 
Mr. Ajit Stanley Moses 

Lay Readers 

             Mr. Stephen Michael A. 
             Secretary 

Mr. Benjamin Hastings 
Treasurer 
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WORSHIP SERVICES – PLAN FOR SEPTEMBER 2019 

Date and  
Time 

Day Services and Preacher Theme Stewards for Bible 
Reading and Offertory 

1.9.2019 
7:30 am 

 
 
 

6.00 pm 

Eleventh 
Sunday after 

Trinity 

Annual 
Thanksgiving 

Festival 

 
Sung Eucharist: 
Celebrant:  Rev. Dr. V. Paul 
Birla 
Sermon: Rev. Fr. Jerry Rosario 
Evensong: 
Sermon: Mr. Milton Sigamoney 

 
 

Thanksgiving 
 

Deuteronomy 26: 1 – 11  
I Timothy 6: 6 - 12 
Psalm 65 
II Corinthians 9: 6 – 15  
Luke 7: 36 – 47  
 
ATF Conveners 
 

8.9.2019 
7:00 am 

 
 

8:15 am 
 
 

6.00 pm 

Twelfth 
Sunday after 

Trinity 

Teachers’ 
Sunday 

 
Holy Eucharist: 
Celebrant:  Rev. Dr. V. Paul 
Birla 
Sung Matins: 
Rev. Dr. V. Paul Birla 
Sermon: Mr. Milton Sigamoney 
Holy Eucharist: 
Celebrant: Rev. Dr.  V. Paul 
Birla 

 
 
 

Remembering 
and celebrating 

Women’s 
Ministry 

Judges 4: 4 – 16  
Philippians 4: 1 – 7   
Psalm 132 
St. Luke 8: 1 – 3  
 
Mr. & Mrs. Roshan 
Soundarapandian 
 
 

15.8.2019 
7:30 am 

 
 
 

6.00 pm 

Thirteenth 
Sunday after 

Trinity 

 

 
Sung Eucharist: 
Celebrant:  Rev. Dr. V. Paul 
Birla 
 
Evensong: 
Sermon: Dr. Z. Edward Kennedy 

God and people 
of all faiths 

Amos 9: 1 – 12  
Romans 2: 17 – 29  
Psalm 66 
St. John 10: 14 – 18  
  
Dr. & Dr. Mrs. Isaac 
Jebaraj 
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22.9.2019 
7:30 am 

 
 
 

6.00 pm 

Fourteenth 
Sunday after 

Trinity  

 

 
Sung Eucharist: 
Celebrant:  Rev. Dr. V. Paul 
Birla 
Sermon: Mr. Ajit Stanley Moses 
Evensong: 
Sermon: Rev. Dr. V. Paul Birla 

 
Peace in the 

context of 
violence 

 

I Samuel 24: 1 – 12  
Romans 12: 14 – 21  
Psalm 52 
St. Matthew 5: 38 – 48  
 
Mr. & Mrs. Benjamin 
Hastings 
 

29.9.2019 
7:30 am 

 
 
 

6.00 pm 

Fifteenth 
Sunday after 

Trinity  

 

 
Sung Eucharist: 
Celebrant:  Rev. Dr. V. Paul 
Birla 
Sermon: Mr. Ashvin Dhyriam 
Evensong: 
Sermon: Rev. Dr. V. Paul Birla 

 
Caring for and 
accepting the 

elderly 
 

Genesis 46: 28 – 34, 47: 
1 – 10  
I Timothy 5: 1 – 10  
Psalm 21 
St. Luke 2: 25 – 35  
 
Mr. & Mrs. Angel 
Ponniah 


