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Dear parishioners, 
 
Hearty greetings to you all in the sweet Name of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  I thank God for this 
privilege, to be with you and share the Word of God 
with you through our Church magazine – the EanMe. 

In our lives we often question God whenever we fail 
to meet our needs.  Like Habakkuk 1: 2 we ask “God, 

how long, Lord, must I call for help?” 

While I was serving at C.S.I. St. James Church at Ullagaram, a couple 
approached me. Mr & Mrs David were married for 10 years ago and had 
not been blessed with children. They had spent nearly 10 lakhs of rupees 
at fertility clinics, but it was all in vain.  One evening, they came to my 
parsonage and Pastor Amma and I prayed for them and guided them to 
put their faith in the Lord. We instructed them to pray without ceasing.  
And soon, Mrs. David conceived and delivered a baby girl. I baptised the 
baby and named her Esther Stella. 

Psalm 65:2 says, “Our Lord is a prayer answering Lord.  He is ready to 
give what we ask in prayer with faith.” But Satan hardens our heart.  He 
often leads us to disbelieve our Lord and His mighty power. 

Like Habakkuk we often ask our Lord, “How long, Lord, must I call for 
help?” Our Lord hears our prayers.  He expects us to cast our burdens 
upon Him continuously because He cares for us (Matthew 11: 28).  He 
hears our prayers and, in His time, will give an answer (Psalm 138:8).  

In I Samuel chapter 1 we read about the birth of Samuel.  She had a 
loving husband, his name was Elkanah.  He consoled Hannah, “Don’t I 
mean more to you than ten sons?”  But Hannah worried much and went 
to the Lord’s temple and in bitterness of soul she wept much and prayed 
to the Lord. And she made a vow, saying, “O Lord Almighty, If You will 
only look upon Your servant’s misery and remember me, and not forget 
Your servant but give her a son, then I will give him to the Lord for all the 
days of his life, and no razor will ever be used on his head,”.  After her 
prayer she went her way and ate something, and her face was no longer 
downcast. 

Like Hannah we should cling to our Lord’s feet firmly and pour our 
heart’s needs in His presence and live peacefully.  

Yours in His joyful service,  
Rev. Dr. V. Paul Birla 

Presbyter-in-charge and Chairman 
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MOON SONG 

The moon has always fascinated us – from time 
immemorial. On 20 July 2019, NASA celebrated 
the 50th anniversary of Apollo 11, when Neil 
Armstrong and Edwin "Buzz" Aldrin became the 

first humans ever to land on the moon. And just two days later, our very 
own ISRO launched its unmanned lunar exploration mission 
Chandrayaan-2. Yes, our fascination with the moon is eternal, as can be 
found in popular imagination and in classical literature and the arts too. 
 
Recently, when Lydian Nadhaswaram, the 12-year-old piano prodigy 
from Chennai won ‘The World’s best’ and was asked what he wished for, 
the little boy remarked that his dream was to play Beethoven’s Moonlight 
Sonata on the moon! 
 
The idea of music and heavenly bodies is not new. In fact, when God 
revealed Himself to Job, He asked: “Where were you when I laid the 
foundations of the earth?... When the morning stars sang together, and 
all the sons of God shouted for joy?” (Job 38:4,7). We are told that at the 
creation of our marvellous universe, songs of praise and shouts of joy 
resounded to God’s glory. 
 
In 2003, Dr. Andrew Fabian and his colleagues at the Institute of 
Astronomy in Cambridge, England discovered a giant black hole that 
hums, using NASA's Chandra X-ray Observatory, an orbiting telescope. 
Located in the Perseus cluster of galaxies about 250 million light years 
from Earth, the black hole was found to be vibrating at the frequency of a 
B flat. But it was too low a pitch to be picked up by the human ear. 
Scientific instruments placed the note at 57 octaves below middle C on a 
piano.  
 
The Lord’s fingerprints are on “the moon and the stars, which [He] set in 
place” says David in Psalm 8:3. The Maker of the heavens and the earth 
reigns above all, yet He remains near all His beloved children, caring for 
each intimately and personally (v. 4). As we study our star-spangled 
night skies and are fascinated by the moon, our Creator invites us to 
seek Him with passion and persistence. He hears every prayer and song 
of praise flowing from our lips. This wonderful hymn by St. Francis of 
Assisi captures the awe and worship we feel when beholding the star-
studded sky at night. 
 
All creatures of our God and King, 
Lift up your voice and with us sing Alleluia, Alleluia!  
Thou burning sun with golden beam,  
Thou silver moon with softer gleam:  
O praise Him, O praise Him!  
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!                                                       Fabiola Jacob 
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Gracing our cover this month, is the charming St. 
James Cathedral in Port Louis, Mauritius, 
photographed by Natasha Jacob. 
 
About the Cathedral 
The history of the Anglican Church in Mauritius begins 
with the surrender of the island to the British on 3 

December 1810. Mauritius was then primarily known for sugarcane 
plantations that were run on slave labour.  
 
When it was reported that a large number of soldiers and sailors 
regularly attended divine service in the barracks on Sundays, a civil 
chaplaincy of Mauritius was created under Royal Letters Patent, and on 
6 May 1812, Reverend H. Shepherd was appointed as first Civil 
Chaplain. Reverend H. Shepherd called for tenders for the construction 
of a church in Port Louis. The first governor Sir R. T. Farquhar had given 
the site of an old French Powder Magazine to the Anglican Community. 
As it was difficult to demolish the massive building which had nine-foot 
thick walls, necessary structural alterations were made to the Magazine, 
with a front porch, a steeple, two vestries and openings in the walls. 
Later on, under the civil chaplain Rev. Alexander Denny (1828-1854), a 
convenient roof and an octagonal spire were laid on top, giving the 
austere building the look of a church. On Christmas Day 1831, the 
restored church was opened for divine service. 
 
The lofty spire of the church became a landmark so prominent that the 
sailors entering the port could spot it. In 1846, the building could no 
longer accommodate the increasing congregation of soldiers, English 
civilians and others and two wings were added at each side of the 
existing building. On 26 June 1850, the Bishop of Colombo, Reverend 
James Chapman, consecrated Saint James Cathedral.  
 
The Cathedral was not spared during the cyclone of April 1892; its roof 
was carried away and its spire injured. People sought shelter within its 
sacred walls and for several weeks the Cathedral was used as a military 
hospital. Bishop Gregory (1904 – 1919) renovated the church building, 
making it look more stately. He removed the barrel ceiling, lined the walls 
throughout with teak, placed windows in the openings of the 9ft thick 
walls, floored it afresh with wooden blocks, - paving the passage from 
the entrance to the chancel with black and white marble.  
 
Now the episcopal seat of the Diocese of Mauritius, the Cathedral is also 
listed as a national heritage of the Republic of Mauritius. Closed for 
renovation since May 2018, Eucharistic services are held every Sunday 
at St Mary’s Hall nearby.  
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Write to us!  
Do you have a comment on the articles, a 
fresh new idea or feedback about the 
EanMe that you would like to share with 
other readers? Mail it to 
stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com with 
‘EanMe MailBox’ in the subject. The best 
letters will be published in the next issue 
of the EanMe. 
  
 
EanMe Mailbox 
 
I was pleased to hear that the cover photograph by Dr. Caroline Priya in 
the June 2019 issue of EanMe is that of the Union Church (as I know it) 
at Coaker’s Walk in Kodaikanal. I am glad that she has specifically 
mentioned the beautiful stained-glass windows of the Church. 
 
About 4 months after our wedding, Mahema and I spent a couple of 
weeks (in May 1964) at Kodaikanal. From the courtyard we saw through 
the open, western window of this Church, a beautiful circular stained-
glass window on the eastern wall all aglow. 
 
I requested Mahema to pose with her head covered by the munthani of 
her saree in a prayerful mode with the stained-glass window as the 
backdrop. She was so moved that she said a prayer then and there. 
 
In 1969 I went to Oberlin in the USA for higher studies. I missed Mahema 
(and 3-year-old Suja) greatly. For our 6th wedding anniversary in 1969, I 
designed a card using the Kodaikanal picture with the caption, ‘You are 
like the stained-glass window of a Chapel…’, with my anniversary wishes 
of her bringing colours into my life and mailed the card to her (featured 
here on the back inner cover). Happily, she and Suja joined me in June 
1970. 
 
The cover picture in EanMe and the article inside brought me the gift of 
many happy memories. 

Manohar Devadoss 
5 July 2019  

 
 

During a baptism in church, five-year-old Emma watched 
intently as the Pastor poured water on the tiny infant’s 
head and said some important sounding words. 
Confused by what she saw, Emma leaned over and 

whispered in her father’s ear, “Daddy, why is Pastor Bob 
brainwashing that baby?” 
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GEMS FROM THE BIBLE 

Put them in your heart-bank – 
memorize and use them! 

• Mocking the poor is mocking the 

God who made them. – Proverbs 

17:4 

• Try hard to live without sinning; to be at peace with everyone so that 

He will be pleased with you when He returns. – II Peter 3;14 

• Stay away from the love of money; be satisfied with what you have. – 

Hebrews 13:5 

• If you want a happy, good life, keep control of your tongue and guard 

your lips from telling lies. – I Peter 3:10 

•  Worship God alone. – Revelations 22:9 

Premella Soundarapandian 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Announcement – Subscription Covers 
The CSI Synod Council has recently made a few important Amendments 
to the Pastorate Constitution, and we are expected to follow the same. 
All families in our Parish are expected to get a second subscription cover 
for their spouses. The covers are ready and kept at the Church entrance. 
You are requested to kindly collect the same and start offering the 
second subscription cover along with the first, from April 2019 onwards. 

Pastorate Committee 
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 POISON 

Everybody is scared of poison and snakes, 
Socrates was forced to drink poison as his 
ideas differed from the government of his day; 
In one palace, first a dog, then a taster and 
finally the King is given that food, 
One King had a plate that would turn green, if poisonous food in it is put. 

 
The children of Israel murmured against God, as they disliked manna 
diet, 
In his anger God sent poisonous snakes to bite and many died; 
A brass snake was kept by Moses for people to gaze and revive, 
Whosoever gazed the brass snake, from snake bite survived. 

 
When Elisha’s servant gathered edible gourd from the field, 
By mistake he gathered some poisonous gourd that the ground did yield, 
The prophets could not eat the poisonous meal, 
When Elisha mixed flour and water to the food, the poison was sealed. 

 
Jesus said that His children will stamp poisonous snakes, 
No poison will harm; if such food they take; 
Sadhu Sundar Singh’s family disapproved, when he Christ accepted, 
He was given poisoned food, he brought out the food and the poison 
departed. 

 
To escape the sea, Paul and other prisoners to Malta swam, 
A poisonous snake bit Paul, but he had no sign of harm; 
The islanders thought that God to them had appeared, 
When Paul prayed many of their illness disappeared. 

Prema Jeyasundar 

 
 
 

I AM THERE by James Dillet Freeman 
 

Do you need Me? 
I am there. 
You cannot see Me, yet I am the light you see by. 
You cannot hear Me, yet I speak through your voice. 
You cannot feel Me, yet I am the power at work in your hands. 
I am at work, though you do not understand My ways. 
I am at work, though you do not recognize My works. 
I am not strange visions. I am not mysteries. 
Only in absolute stillness, beyond self, can you know Me as I am, and 
then but as a feeling and a faith. 
Yet I am there. Yet I hear. Yet I answer. 
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When you need Me, I am there. 
Even if you deny Me, I am there. 
Even when you feel most alone, I am there. 
Even in your fears, I am there. 
Even in your pain, I am there. 
I am there when you pray and when you do not pray. 
I am in you, and you are in Me. 
Only in your mind can you feel separate from Me, for only in your mind 
are the mists of “yours” and “mine.” 
Yet only with your mind can you know Me and experience Me. 
Empty your heart of empty fears. 
When you get yourself out of the way, I am there. 
You can of yourself do nothing, but I can do all. 
And I am in all. 
Though you may not see the good, good is there, for I am there. 
I am there because I have to be, because I am. 
Only in Me does the world have meaning; only out of Me does the world 
take form; only because of Me does the world go forward. 
I am the law on which the movement of the stars and the growth of living 
cells are founded. 
I am the love that is the law's fulfilling. I am assurance. I am peace. I am 
oneness. I am the law that you can live by. I am the love that you can 
cling to. I am your assurance. I am your peace. I am one with you. I am. 
Though you fail to find Me, I do not fail you. 
Though your faith in Me is unsure, My faith in you never wavers, 
because I know you, because I love you. 
Beloved, I am there. 
 
James Dillet Freeman (1912 – 2003) was a poet and a minister of the 
Unity Church, a New Thought denomination. Freeman was sometimes 
referred to as the "poet laureate to the moon" because his poems were 
twice brought to the moon, "a distinction he shares with no other author." 
His 1941 "Prayer for Protection" was taken aboard Apollo 11 in July 1969 
by Lunar Module pilot Buzz Aldrin, and a microfilm of Freeman's 1947 "I 
Am There" was left on the moon by James B. Irwin on Apollo 15. 
Freeman received the inspiration to write 'I Am There' during the death of 
his wife Katherine. 

Contributed by Katie Selvaraj 

 
 
Quotes by Martin Luther: 

The devil does not stay where music is. 

My heart, which is so full to overflowing, has often been solaced and 
refreshed by music when sick and weary. 
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MISSION FESTIVAL 2019 – A REPORT 

The church exists for missions. The mission 
work of the church is a part of God’s great work 
for mankind and not something independent 
that we do now and then. Our Pastor earnestly 
announced in the church for many weeks to 

pray, plan and participate in the Mission Festival by putting up stalls and 
getting involved.  

The church as a whole, heeded to the call and the Mission Festival was 
organized on 21st July, 2019.  All the various fellowships of the church 
along with many families put up different stalls.  There were various stalls 
for breakfast, many varieties of snacks, cakes, pies, cutlets and much 
more including a saree raffle.  The participation of church members in 
visiting various stalls was very encouraging.  Of course, the highlight was 
the tasty biriyani to bring the sale to an end. 

All of us are truly blessed and we have a responsibility to be good 
stewards of all that God has given us.  

                                                                                       Deepak Rathnam 
                                                              Convener – Mission Festival 2019 
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STEC Choir at St James Church Music Concert 

The STEC choir was invited by Rev N G Mathew, 
presbyter of CSI St James Church, Ayanavaram, to sing 
at their church on Sunday, 7 July at 6.30pm as part of 
their diamond Jubilee celebrations. A classical music 
concert was organised by the church to celebrate God’s faithfulness and 
His gracious leading over the last 60 years. 

We were welcomed warmly and served with snacks and tea as we 
waited for the service to begin. After the opening prayer by Rev Sarah 
Mathew, the evening began with a round of felicitations, honouring their 
pastors, office bearers and choir conductors with Ponnadai shawls. 

Our choir sang three songs, ‘Sing of the Lord’s goodness’, by Ernest 
Sands, ‘In need’, by Ross King and ‘Come, come unto Me’, based on 
Matthew 11:28 by Ken Dosso.  

There was a brief video presentation about the church history, which was 
built in 1959, as a thatched shed. The host church choir rendered a few 
songs in English and Tamil. Another guest church, CSI Redeemers 
Church choir also sang three songs, followed by the Carnatic choir of St 
James Church. All songs were appreciated and applauded by the 
congregation. The entire program was streamed live on the web and is 
available on YouTube. 

The evening ended with benediction and vote of thanks by Rev N G 
Mathew, followed by dinner for all. It was an enjoyable evening filled with 
melodious music, fun and fellowship with all, and most importantly, 
making a joyful noise to the Lord and singing for His glory. 

Shobana Soundarapandian 

 
 
God loves music! The Bible mentions 
music and singing hundreds of times. 
After all, the Book of Psalms is a song 
book. Music comes from God, and 
when we participate in it – whether by 

writing, performing, or even just listening – we are giving a gift back to 
God.  
 
It is not sufficient to offer the empty vessel of our joy unto God, or our 
singing voice in musical tune only; but also it is required that we fill our 
joyful voice with holy matter and good purpose, whereby God only may 
be reasonably praised – David Dickson 
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OUR SAVIOUR, THE SUPERIOR TEACHER! 
 

• Teacher: I killed you… Convert this sentence into future tense… 
Student: You will go to jail! 
 
• Teacher: Can you form a sentence using two words, ‘discover’ 
and ‘invent’? 
Student: Let me try… My dad discovered my mom and invented 
me! 
 
• Dad: Why did your Headmaster bombard you yesterday? 
Son: He lost his dog and asked me to give an advertisement. I 
gave it as “Headmaster dog is missing!” 
 
Jokes apart, the teacher is like a ladder for his students to grow 
higher than him and a candle that lights the way for others by 
burning himself.  Sydney Hook says, “The teacher is the heart of 
the educational system!”  They are the society’s heroes as they 
elevate the mind, give energy to the character and above all, 
affect eternity!  In fact, teaching is the only profession that creates 
all other professions. 
 
But Jesus is our superior teacher though He was also called Lord, 
Saviour, Master and Redeemer.  Of the 90 times Jesus was 
addressed directly in the Gospels, He was called Teacher 60 
times. This was the word the multitudes and disciples used to 
refer Him.  Jesus Himself utilized the term when He said, “You call 
Me Teacher and Lord and rightly so, for that is what I am” (John 
13:13). 
 
Scottish theologian James Stuart said, “The teaching of Jesus has 
had a power and an effect with which the influence of no other 
teacher can even for a moment be compared.” When Jesus had 
finished giving the Sermon on the Mount, Matthew tells us that the 
crowds were amazed at His teaching because “He taught as one 
having authority!” (Math. 7:28-29) 
 
It is incredible to note that His teachings are appropriate for all 
times.  Above all, He proclaimed the good news of the kingdom. 
(Math. 4:23) His teachings on the whole inspire us to grow with 
love, joy and peace and give up fear, worry and anger.  If we follow 
them, we will lead a natural and happy life as we will be immensely 
blessed. (Luke 11:28) Hence, He has been truly and absolutely the 



14 

 

Master Teacher of all times!  He is the ultimate wisdom and worthy of 
praise!  “We know that You are a teacher who has come from God” 
(John 3:2). 
 
He also motivated us to become teachers by advising, “Go to all nations, 
baptize and teach them to obey everything I have commanded you.  And 
surely I am with you always!”—Matt. 28:19-20 

Ventriloquist Shanthakumar 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A CHOIR MEMBER’S PARAPHRASE OF MATTHEW 4 

Then the choir member was led into rehearsal to be tempted. And the 
tempter came and said, “If you are a clever choir member, then feed 
these dead, stony anthems to the congregation in such a guise that they 
think they are nourishing bread.” But the choir member answered, “True 
food is in the word of God. When we faithfully sing the word of God, God 
makes bread.” 
Then the tempter took the choir member to the top of the choir loft and 
said, “Throw yourself down into the pit when the others are watching, so 
they will come running to you. Wallow and cry out, so they will notice you 
and comfort you and lift you up.” The choir member said, “You shall not 
tempt your neighbor into serving you for your own sake, and you 
shall not tempt God to be gracious.” 
Again, the tempter took the choir member to a great convention where 
glorious choirs from all the world were met together making sublime 
music. The devil said, “I will give you such a voice and such personal 
charisma that all these choirs will idolize you and want you—if you will 
worship me and acknowledge me only as your guide.” Then the choir 
member said, “Begone, Satan! We are to worship God! And God alone 
will we serve in all that we sing and do.” The tempter left.  
And behold, God’s host in heaven and earth came to the choir member 
and together they sang God’s great Doxology! 
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RESEARCHERS SAY ANCIENT 
PHILISTINE TOWN LOCATED 

IN ISRAEL 

Researchers in Israel believe they 
have pinpointed the site of an 
ancient Philistine town mentioned in 
the biblical tale of David seeking refuge from the Israelite king Saul.  

Ziklag was a town under the rule of a Philistine king in nearby Gath.  

According to the Bible, the town became the unlikely seat of David 
before his anointment as king in Hebron following Saul's death. "… I 
think it's 90 percent that this was biblical Ziklag," said Yosef Garfinkel, 
head of the institute of archaeology at Jerusalem's Hebrew University.  

The excavation began in 2015 and the researchers plan to continue with 
further digs.  

"I hope it will be enough to clarify all the important aspects of the site," 
Garfinkel said at the site on a hilltop near the city of Qiryat Gat in central 
Israel. Today known as Khirbet al-Rai, the site faces surrounding hills 
and overlooks wheat fields below.  

Researchers from the Israeli Antiquities Authority, Hebrew University and 
Macquarie University in Sydney, Australia, say they have found a 
Philistine-era settlement under a rural one from the historical era linked 
to the biblical King David.  

Those findings have led them to believe it is Ziklag. Researchers have 
excavated finds typical of the Philistine civilisation in three main locations 
over an area of more than 1,000 square metres. Four houses were 
located, and in one of them a trove of more than 1,500 tools to cut wheat 
and pottery found, said Saar Ganor of the Israel Antiquities Authority.  

The Philistines are believed to have arrived in the region in the 12th 
century BC, with DNA tests on their bones recently suggesting their 
origin to be in southern Europe. They ruled what is today part of central 
and southern Israel and the Gaza Strip and were a feared enemy of the 
Israelites.  

In the Biblical narrative, David sought refuge in Ziklag from Saul, who 
was trying to kill him. David fled the boundaries of the Kingdom of Israel 
to the coastal area under the rule of the Philistines. As mentioned in the 
first book of Samuel, when Saul heard David was in the Philistine city of 
Gath, "he sought him no more". David then requested -- and received -- 
the town of Ziklag, which remained property of Judean kings, the Bible 
says.  
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"It raises the question of the accuracy of the biblical text, but the higher 
question is how do we bring the text and the archaeology together," said 
Kyle Keimer of Macquarie University. "It's going to open some 
discussion."  

© Agence France-Presse 

  

 
 
 

Quotes by Martin Luther: 
 
Beautiful music is the art of the prophets 
that can calm the agitations of the soul; it 

is one of the most magnificent and delightful presents God has given us. 
 
Music is one of the fairest and most glorious gifts of God, to which Satan 
is a bitter enemy, for it removes from the heart the weight of sorrow, and 
the fascination of evil thoughts. 
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 ‘HIDE THEM IN YOUR HEART' - A SCRIPTURE CHALLENGE!  
 
Can you memorize The Ten Commandments before 25 August 
2019? 
 
If this offer appeals to you, please approach 
Roshan Soundarapandian (Mobile No: 
98403 88365) - a surprise awaits you! 
The winners will be announced in next 
month's EanMe!  
Of course, prizes would follow! 
Anyone can rise to the opportunity - no age 
limit – all the best! 
 
Winners:  
 

Name 
  

July 
2019 

Psalm 
128 

Iris Manoharan 

Ranjini Inbaraj 

Aria Manoharan 

Keturah Manoharan 

Felicia Williams 

Jaden Johnsson Dhyriam 

Jonathan Ethan Dhyriam 

Jonathan Roopsingh 

Jeremy Roopsingh 

Mercy Roshan 

Zoey Joanna Emmanuel 

Joshua Emmanuel 

Priya Muller  

Jadon Titus Muller  

Latha Chittaranjan  

Zibia Thiraviaraj  

Ezekiel David  
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REV JEAN LE BRUN –  
FIRST MISSIONARY TO MAURITIUS 
 
Arriving in Mauritius on 18 May 1814 at the age 
of 24, the Reverend Jean Le Brun was one of 
the key characters of Mauritian history. Pioneer 
of free education in Mauritius, committed toward 

human rights and the fight against slavery, Jean Le Brun was also the 
founder of the Presbyterian Church of Mauritius. Le Brun was sent by the 
London Missionary Society and was the first protestant missionary 
arriving on the island. 
 
It was at an early age that Jean Le Brun felt the call to serve God and so 
it was quite natural that he followed theological studies. Just after he was 
consecrated Minister of the Gospel in 1813, he left his hometown in 
Jersey, Channel Islands for England to be at the service of the London 
Missionary Society which sent him to the Indian Ocean. 
 
The beginning of free schooling 
Just a few weeks after his arrival, Jean Le Brun opened the first free 
school for the coloured population in Port Louis. At that time, schools in 
Mauritius were not public, and was only open to the children of coloured 
families. School education was expensive too. 
 
And from 1815, several schools were opened in other regions of the 
island by Jean Le Brun. Simultaneously as he was building chapels, 
Jean Le Brun was also opening free schools for the people in those 
regions. 
 
A man of God 
Yet, before being a teacher or human rights activist, Jean Le Brun was 
primarily a man of God. The Reverend organised the first prayer 
meetings in private homes in Port Louis. Later, a service was celebrated 
publicly in Saint Georges Street, before the construction of the Saint 
Jean chapel in La Poudrière Street, which was inaugurated in 1840. 
 
Le Brun never tired in sharing the Good News. It was told of him that he 
could be convincing when he was talking about God. He trained several 
evangelists to undertake services throughout the island and to offer 
Sunday school classes. Jean Lebon, a freed man, was one of the first 
Sunday School students trained by Le Brun. Lebon translated the 
Catechism of Watt (Isaac Watts 1674-1748) into Creole and taught in 
one of the schools dedicated to the slaves. Jean Le Brun later received 
the support of his two sons, Jean Joseph and Pierre who were both 
consecrated as Ministers of the Gospel. 
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The Presbyterian Church of Mauritius  
Through his work, Le Brun established the Independent Church in 
Mauritius, which in 1876, became the Church of Scotland in Mauritius 
following a fusion with the Church of Scotland. In 1979, some years after 
the independence of Mauritius - in 1968 -, the Church of Scotland 
became the Presbyterian Church of Mauritius (PCM) following an act of 
the Mauritian Parliament. 
 
The PCM has a democratic governance structure that makes its 
specificity and gives prominence to women and youth. The PCM is 
multilingual: Creole, French, English and Malagasy. It has been offering 
Malagasy pastoral for several years. It impacts all classes of society and 
aspires to be a living Church, though small in size. 
 
Currently, the Church has more than 1200 active members in five 
parishes on the island – thanks to the efforts of Le Brun. A Special 
Commemorative Cover was released by the Presbyterian Church of 
Mauritius in association with the Mauritius Post on 13 August 2014 to 
mark the bicentennial of the arrival of Reverend Jean Le Brun in 
Mauritius.  

Courtesy: http://mauritianphilatelicblog.blogspot.com 

http://mauritianphilatelicblog.blogspot.com/
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THE LOVE OF GOD 
 

This hymn has an amazing history. Part of it can 
be traced back almost a thousand years to a 
Jewish hymn written in Aramaic by Meir Ben 
Isaac Nehorai, a cantor in Worms, Germany. It 
was to be sung at a Jewish festival, just before 
the reading of the Ten Commandments. The 
words were later found scribbled on the wall of a 

patient’s room in an insane asylum. 
 
Then, in the early 1900s at a Nazarene camp meeting, Pastor Frederick 
Lehman heard the words quoted. He was deeply stirred by them and 
decided to adapt them into a hymn. He wrote later `The profound depth 
of the lines moved us to preserve the words for future generations. One 
day, we picked up a scrap of paper and, seated upon an empty lemon 
box pushed against the wall, with a stub pencil, added the first two 
stanzas and the chorus of the song’. 
 
From a Jewish cantor in Germany, from a patient in an insane asylum, 
and from a Nazarene pastor seated on an empty lemon box comes this 
majestic hymn about the love of God. 
 
The love of God is greater far than tongue or pen can ever tell 
It goes beyond the highest star and reaches to the lowest hell 
The guilty pair, bowed down with care, God gave His Son to win 
His erring child He reconciled and pardoned from his sin. 
 
O love of God, how rich and pure, how measureless and strong! 
It shall forevermore endure the saints’ and angels’ song. 
 
When years of time shall pass away and earthly thrones and kingdoms 
fall 
When men, who here refuse to pray, on rocks and hills and mountains 
call 
God’s love so sure shall still endure, all measureless and strong 
Redeeming grace to Adam’s race – the saints’ and angels’ song. 
 
Could we with ink the ocean fill and were the skies of parchment made 
Were e’ry stalk on earth a quill and ev’ry man a scribe by trade 
To write the love of God above would drain the ocean dry 
Nor could the scroll contain the whole tho’ stretched from sky to sky. 
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DANIEL THAMBYRAJAH NILES (1908-
1970) 

“Yesurajanin thiruvadiku Saranam, Saranam, 
Saranam’ is a popular Tamil Christian lyric. 
Many of us would have seen a video of this 

lyric being sung in English at the enthronement of the current Archbishop 
of Canterbury, Justin Welby in 2013, with the ‘saranam’ refrain. This was 
composed by D T Niles, who was one of the first to encourage the use of 
indigenous musical idioms for congregational song, during the 1950s and 
1960s, when the movement to include culture in the discussion of the 
music and worship of the Christian church was in its early stages. The 
words of the hymn begin like this: 
Jesus, Savior, Lord, lo, to Thee I fly: Saranam, Saranam, Saranam; 
Thou the Rock, my refuge that's higher than I; 
Saranam, Saranam, Saranam. 
 
"Saranam" first appeared in the East Asia Christian Conference Hymnal, 
most of which consists of hymns in Western musical idioms. Niles 
contributed 44 hymns, translations and adaptations to this hymnal. They 
were an initial, but important, step in the development of a truly Asian 
hymnody. The Pakistani melody ‘Punjabi’ has been arranged in the 
harmonies of a Western gospel song. Yet something of another culture 
comes through in the singing of this lovely hymn. 
 
"Saranam" is a Tamil word for “refuge” or surrendering oneself fully to the 
one, true God. The prayerful text for refuge is rooted in texts like Psalm 
61:1-2, "Hear my cry, O God; attend unto my prayer. From the end of the 
earth will I cry unto Thee, when my heart is overwhelmed. Lead me to 
the rock that is higher than I." 
 
About the Songwriter  
Daniel Thambyrajah Niles was born May 4, 1908, in Tellipalli, Jaffna, Sri 
Lanka. His mother died when he was one year old. Of Tamil descent, 
Niles lived with his grandparents until he went to school. His grandfather, 
the Rev. Daniel Poor Niles was an early indigenous leader of the 
Methodist Church in Sri Lanka and a respected educator. Niles’ father 
was a lawyer and active Methodist lay leader who participated in Sri 
Lankan independence movements of the 1920s and 1930s. The elder 
Niles wanted his son to become a lawyer as well, but D.T., who was 
preaching by age 13, trained for the ministry. He attended Jaffna Central 
College and went on to United Theological College, Bangalore, India, 
where he received his Bachelor of Divinity degree in 1933 with first class 
honors. He earned his doctorate from the University of London. 
 
Returning to Jaffna to teach until 1935, he was ordained in 1936 and 
became the District Evangelist for the North District of the Methodist 
Church of Ceylon. 
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An international figure in the ecumenical movement, Niles was 
evangelism secretary of the World YMCA in Geneva (1939-1940), 
Chairman of the Youth Department of the World Council of Churches 
(1948-52), and its evangelism secretary (1953-59). Niles helped found 
the East Asia Christian Conference beginning in 1957, becoming its first 
General Secretary, and later Chairman in 1968. His scholarship was 
widely recognized as was evidenced by the invitation to give the Lyman 
Beecher Lectures (1957) on preaching at Yale Divinity School, published 
as The Preacher’s Task and the Stone of Stumbling (1958). 
 
Niles was a widely published author in the areas of mission, evangelism, 
and preaching. His major books include Upon the Earth: the Mission of 
God and the Missionary Enterprise of the Churches (1962), Buddhism 
and the Claims of Christ (1967), and The Message and Its Messengers: 
Missions Today and Tomorrow (1966). 
 
Musical reform 
Niles felt that singing hymns in one’s own musical idiom as well as in 
one's mother tongue was a way for the gospel to be “planted into the 
local soil” of the people — a way to experience the Incarnation of Christ 
on one’s own cultural terms. In an effort to promote Asian hymns, Niles 
edited the E.A.C.C. [East Asia Christian Conference] Hymnal in 1963. 
 
Niles was not a reactionary, but had a true ecumenical spirit, ecumenical 
in the sense of oikoumene, the Greek root for the word – a word that 
does not refer to Christian denominational differences, but to “the whole 
inhabited world.” It was in this spirit that Niles spoke of music in the 
Western context: “Thanks to our English education, we are in a position 
to drink deep at western fountains of music and poetry; but having drunk 
deep, there is still a thirst which only our mother’s milk can satisfy.” 
 
While on a sabbatical study leave in 2008, this author heard this song 
sung at Tamil Nadu Theological Seminary, Madurai, India. It was 
accompanied on the harmonium, a small keyboard instrument played by 
the right hand and powered by bellows activated by the left hand. I noted 
that the hymn was sung quicker than I had heard it in the United States, 
and it was supported by an energetic rhythm. This rendering was much 
different than the slower harmonized version composed by Niles and 
found in The United Methodist Hymnal. Regardless of the performance 
style, this Asian hymn is a song for all Christians. 
 

Dr. C. Michael Hawn, University Distinguished Professor Emeritus of Church 
Music at Perkins School of Theology, Southern Methodist University in Dallas. 

www.umcdiscipleship.org 
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‘TOO SOON TO QUIT’ BY 
WARREN W WIERSBE 
 
“It is always too soon to quit” said 
Dr. V. Raymond Edman, a 
Missionary to Ecuador. These six 

words are the title of a book I happened to read recently, when I was 
very much discouraged by recent difficulties in the family and also in my 
personal health condition. 
 
The author Warren W Wiersbe writes in the introduction, “I was once a 
busy Pastor, and there were days when I was tempted to quit”. Further 
he writes that “more than once, my wife has reminded me it is always too 
soon to quit”.  
 
Initially I could not understand its meaning, but the Author has explained 
gradually, “How to keep going and how to finish well”. He has taken 
achievers from the Bible - characters that refused to quit. Though they 
were in different situations, they had various gifts and personalities and 
they faced unique challenges. Yet they kept on going and finished the 
race triumphantly. 
 
These are the 14 characters that Wiersbe studies in this book. They 
show us not to quit, and keep going and also how to finish well: 
 

• Abraham - The Outsider – His outlook determines outcome. 

• Jacob - The Father – God never stops loving his children. 

• Joseph - The Dreamer – Heaven’s dreams surpasses the world’s 
delusions. 

• Job - The Questioner – We live on promises, not explanations. 

• Moses- The Deliverer – Freedom must lead to maturity. 

• Ruth - The Resolver – Decision and determination influence 
destiny. 

• David - The Appreciator – God is good all the time. 

• Jeremiah - The ‘Traitor’ – What God begins, he will complete. 

• Habakkuk - The Wrestler – Face the facts, but keep living by 
faith. 

• Nehemiah - The Leader – Blessed are the balanced. 

• Peter - The Encourager – (God) He cares for you. 

• Paul: - The Perfecter – Keep growing and you can keep growing. 

• Timothy and Titus - The quitters – Stay long enough to “bloom 
where you are planted”. 

• Jesus - The Conqueror – You can trust your father 
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Lessons from Abraham: 

• Abraham and Sarah: An unexpected choice. God choose just two 
people to expedite His great plan of salvation to save a lost world. He 
has used a big crowd to build the tower of Babel. 

• Called out of Paganism: When God’s call came, they were citizens of 
“UR”, a great city of organized civilization. Abraham and Sarah 
worshiped idols (Josh: 24: 1 – 3) but when Abraham heard the Lord 
speak to him, the mute idols became worthless. “Go from your 
country, your people, and your father’s household to the land I will 
show you”. Abraham shared the news with Sarah, she also believed 
and with her husband, turned her back on UR, the city to which 
Abraham would never want to return (Gen. 24: 1 – 9).  

• Called to obedience: On hearing God’s commands though Abraham 
obeyed God, he made two mistakes as he began his faith journey. He 
took with him his father “Terah” and his nephew “Lot”. When they 
arrived at Haran, Abraham stopped being a traveller and became a 
settler (Gen. 11:22) until his father died. Abraham learned that 
obedience to God’s word is the first evidence of true faith in God.   

• Called to be a pilgrim: After burying his father, Abraham led their party 
towards south and stopped at Shechem, a lovely area with orchids, 
green valley, gardens & springs. Then he moved between “Bethel” 
(house of God) and Ai (heap of ruins) and set up his camp.  

• Learning to obey the hard way: We can see in Abraham’s life, that 
while he consistently moved in the right direction, occasionally he 
stumbled. After ten years on the faith journey, Abraham and Sarah 
were still childless. So Sarah suggested marrying her maid “Hagar” 
and having a child by her. In those days this kind of marriage was 
legal but many things that are legal are not necessarily the will of 
God. Many painful experiences were to be endured because of one 
mistake.  

• Called to be different: You are to be holy to me, because I, the Lord of 
God am holy, and I have set you apart from the nations to be my own. 
(Lev. 20: 24 – 26)  

• Social outsiders, spiritual insiders: Abraham was an outsider, the 
nation of Israel were supposed to live like outsiders but they failed. 
They repeatedly sinned and invited the disciplining of the Lord. The 
world sees Christians as outsiders, but from God’s point of view, it’s 
the unsaved who are the outsiders. 

 
Outlook determines outcome. It worked out for Abraham and it will work 
for us. Let us be thankful and worship God acceptably with reverence, for 
our God is a consuming fire. 

Compiled by S. Gnanaoli David 
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BIBLE QUIZ FOR ALL 
 
The quiz is open to participants of all ages.  
Answers should be given by the 20th of the month.  
Late entries will not be considered.  
Answers should be mailed to sheebs@hotmail.com 
or sent to Mrs. Sheeba Roshan +91 98402 16279. 
Names of participants with score will be mentioned in 
the next issue.  
Winners will be awarded at the end of the year. 
 
QUIZ 8 
Portion: Books of Joel, Amos, Obadiah 

1. What will the sun and moon turn into? 
2. How is the day of the Lord described?  
3. Who was the native shepherd from Tekoa?  
4. Amos's prophecy were a warning to who?  
5. What did Israel command its prophets?  
6. To whom does God reveal His secrets?  
7. Where would the Lord cause Israel to go into captivity?  
8. What did the Lord set up in the middle of Israel?  
9. Whose things are searched out?  
10. What shall be destroyed in Edom? 

Answers to Quiz 7: 

1) Salvation or God saves – Hos 6:1,2 
2) Northern kingdom of Israel – Hos 4:1, 5:1 
3) God’s love – Hos 10:12, 14:4-7 
4) Israel had been such a promising fruit at the beginning – God saw 
them as fresh grapes in the desert, and as first fruits on the fig tree – Hos 
9:10 
5) From God – Hos 2:8 
6) Like the bands of robbers lay in ambush for a man, the company of 
priests murdered the people on the way to Shechem and practised all 
kinds of sin – Hos 6:9 
7) People of Israel began to speak empty words. They made false 
promises and agreements. So judgment covered the land like poisonous 
hemlock – Hos 10:4 
8) They were not satisfied with what they ate. They would not multiply in 
numbers. Also they would be enslaved to harlotry, wine and new wine 
and never become satisfied – Hos 4:9-11 
9) Israel – Hos 1:2,3; 2:19,20; 3:1 
10) First commandment – Hos 13:4-6 

 

mailto:sheebs@hotmail.com
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Points tally after Quiz 7:   

  

 
    July 2019  Aggregate 

1 Daniel Inbaraj  10 70 

2 Felicia Williams 10 70 

3 Hannah Cheryl Daniel 10 70 

4 Jaden Johnsson Dhyriam 10 70 

5 Jadon Titus Muller 10 60 

6 Jason Travis Daniel  10 70 

7 Jeremy Roopsingh 10 70 

8 Jessica Lilly 10 59 

9 Jeyasri David 10 60 

10 Joann Ignatius - 50 

11 Jonathan Ethan Dhyriam 10 70 

12 Jonathan Roopsingh 10 70 

13 Keturah Manoharan 10 70 

14 Mahilini Santhosh 10 70 

15 Pamela Bridget - 10 

16 Rohan Abraham Stanley  10 70 

17 Santosh Dhyriam - 50 

18 Shekinah Tanya Dhyriam - 50 

19 Shreya Dhyriam - 50 

20 Tasha Grace  10 70 

21 Zibia Thiraviaraj - 60 
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SING TO THE LORD 
Oh, sing to the Lord a new song! 
Sing to the Lord, all the earth 
Sing to the Lord, bless His Name 
Proclaim the good news of His salvation 
from day to day. 
Psalm 96:1,2
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Why EanMe? 
 
‘EanMe’ – literally meaning “unless” in Greek – has its roots in St. 
Thomas the Apostle’s words of doubt. It is based on his famous words to 
the Risen Lord in St. John 20:25: “…Unless I see in His hands the print 
of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and put my hand 
into His side, I will not believe.” 

‘Unless’ or ‘except’ in the King James Version is translated from the 
Greek word ‘Eanme’ εανμε (eh-an’ may) meaning: before, but, except, 
not or unless.  

We welcome your original contributions to the 
EanMe in the form of articles, poems, Protestant 
church pictures for the cover, or information 
relevant to the season. Please send your entries by 
hard/soft copy to reach the STEC church office 
stthomasenglishchur@bsnl.in or 
stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com by the 20th of 
every month. 

You can read the current issue of EanMe online at 
http://www.santhomeenglishchurch.org/. A few earlier issues have been 
archived on `CSI St. Thomas English Church’ facebook page. 

Contributions are also invited for the Sunday bulletin. If you have any 
interesting information to share in the form of anecdotes, short stories 
etc. (around 100 words) relevant to the Sunday theme, please mail it to 
Kavita Edward: sandeekov@gmail.com  
 
 
We are on Social Media! 
‘Like’ our Church page on Facebook to stay updated 
https://www.facebook.com/StThomasEnglishChurch 
 
Join our Church group on Facebook to connect with 
each other and share / view pictures of church events 
https://www.facebook.com/CSI St. Thomas English Church, Santhome 
 
‘Follow’ @CSI_STEC on Twitter 
 
`Follow’ @csi_stec on Instagram 
 

Travelling on work or vacation?  
Don’t forget to click a picture! 
If you happen to visit or see a beautiful, historic Protestant 
church that you think should be on our EanMe cover, please 
click a hi-res picture and e-mail it, along with a short note 
about the Church, to stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com 

mailto:sandeekov@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/StThomasEnglishChurch
https://www.facebook.com/
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If you would like to join, participate in or use your time and effort for the 
Ministries, Fellowships and activities of the Church, please get in touch 
with the following people: 
Sunday School – Mrs. Grace Rathnam  
Tweens Fellowship – Mr. Swithun Manoharan / Mr. Joshua Foulger 
Adult Fellowship – Mr. Ajit Stanley Moses 
Choir – Mrs. Anila Manoharan 
Women’s Fellowship – Mrs. Vasanthi Premkumar  
Men’s Fellowship – Mr. Milton Sigamoney 
Rapha (Hospital Ministry) – Mrs. Ranjini Inbaraj  
Blossoms for Christ (Evening Sunday School) – Mrs. Sheeba Roshan 
Church Library – Mrs. Shailaja Henry  
Eco (Garden) – Mrs. Premalatha Samuel 
Evangelism – Mrs. Nirmala Stephen  
EanMe, Website Content, Facebook, Twitter & Instagram moderation – 
Mrs. Fabiola Jacob 
Weekly Bulletin (Pew Sheets) – Mrs. Kavita Edward 
Education Ministry (School) – Mrs. Gemina Martin 
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 FELLOWSHIP PROGRAMMES 
 

Sunday School : 
English:  Sunday – 8:00 am 

Tamil:  Sunday - 4 pm 

Tweens’ Fellowship : Sunday – 4:30 pm 

Women’s Fellowship : I and III Saturday - 5:00 pm 

Men’s Fellowship : II and IV Saturday - 6:30 pm 

Adults’ Fellowship : Sunday - 5:00 pm 

Hospital visit : II Sunday - 10:15 am 

 

 

 

 

PASTORATE  

COMMITTEE 

MEMBERS 

 

Mr. Ajit Stanley Moses 

Mr. S.P. Paul 

Mr. A. Arun Jacob 

Dr. Vijit Koshy Cherian 

Mrs. Saroja Bai J. 

Mrs. Susanna Premalatha Samuel 

Mrs. Sheeba Roshan 

Mr. Gerald Joshua Divyaprabhu 

Mr. Jewel Solomon Devanand 

Mrs. Nisha Jeethendra 

 

 

 

   

  

 

The Rt. Rev. Dr. J. George Stephen 
Bishop in Madras 

 

Rev. Dr. V. Paul Birla 
Presbyter-in-charge 

 
Mr. Milton Sigamoney 
Mr. Ajit Stanley Moses 

Lay Readers 

             Mr. Stephen Michael A. 
             Secretary 

Mr. Benjamin Hastings 
Treasurer 
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WORSHIP SERVICES – PLAN FOR AUGUST 2019 

Date and  
Time 

Day Services and Preacher Theme Stewards for Bible 
Reading and Offertory 

4.8.2019 
7:30 am 

 
 
 

6.00 pm 

Seventh 
Sunday after 

Trinity 

 

 
Sung Eucharist: 
Celebrant:  Rev. Dr. V. Paul 
Birla 
Sermon: Mr. Ajit Stanley Moses 
Evensong: 
Sermon: Mr. Milton Sigamoney 

 
 

Mission: from 
everywhere to 
everywhere 

I Kings 17: 1 – 16 
Galatians 2: 1 – 10 
Psalm 107: 1 – 15 
St. Matthew 13: 47 - 42 
 
Mr. & Mrs. Ranjan 
Selvakumar  

11.8.2019 
7:00 am 

 
 

8:15 am 
 
 

6.00 pm 

Eighth Sunday 
after Trinity 

 
Holy Eucharist: 
Celebrant:  Rev. Dr. V. Paul 
Birla 
Sung Matins: 
Rev. V. Paul Birla 
Sermon: Dr. Z. Edward Kennedy 
Holy Eucharist: 
Celebrant: Rev. Dr.  V. Paul 
Birla 

 
 
 

Marriage: lasting 
life of love 

Genesis 29: 1 – 20 
Hebrews 13: 1 – 6 
Psalm 128 
St. Matthew 19: 3 – 9 
 
Mr. & Mrs. D.S.B. 
Naveendhar  

18.8.2019 
7:30 am 

 
 
 

6.00 pm 

Ninth Sunday 
after Trinity 

Women’s 
Sunday 

 
Sung Eucharist: 
Celebrant:  Rev. Dr. V. Paul 
Birla 
Sermon: WF members 
Evensong: 
Sermon: Rev. Dr. V. Paul Birla 

 
 

Keep in step 
with the Spirit 

Isaiah 58: 5 – 11 
I Peter 4: 7 – 14 
St. Matthew 5: 1 – 12 
  
Women’s Fellowship 
members 
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25.8.2019 
7:30 am 

 
 
 

6.00 pm 

Tenth Sunday 
after Trinity  

Choir Sunday 

 
Sung Eucharist: 
Celebrant:  Rev. Dr. V. Paul 
Birla 
Sermon: Chorister 
Evensong: 
Sermon: Rev. Dr. V. Paul Birla 

 
Let your light 

shine 

II Kings 5:1-14 
Ephesians 5:8-16 
St. Matthew 5:14-16 
 
Choir 


