
 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  

My dear parishioners,  
 
Hearty greetings to you all in the sweet Name of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. I thank God for this 
privilege to be with you and share the word of God 
with you through our Church magazine - the EanMe. 
 
Psalm 37 verse 4 says “Delight yourself in the Lord 
and He will give you the desires of your heart.” Life is 

a gift from God.  By our Lord’s sheer grace, we have entered a new 
month in our lives.  Let us give thanks to the Lord.  
 
Often we forget to delight ourselves in the Lord. When we trust our God 
wholeheartedly He is ready to fulfill all the desires of our heart. Once a 
godly mother was much depressed and prayed regarding her child’s 
delayed milestones. One particular night she wept bitterly and prayed 
much for her son. Her husband told her to take heart, and that God will 
do wonders in their son’s life. The boy was unable to turn over, crawl or 
move by himself. Her husband told her `some children without turning 
over, crawling, moving or sitting, will start walking straightaway.  Trust in 
God and sleep peacefully’. 
 
Early the next morning the mother heard a sound and woke up to a 
beautiful sight. Her son had turned over by himself and was playing, 
making delightful sounds. She praised God.   
 
Dear friends, our God is a God of wonders.  Whenever we trust Him 
wholeheartedly, He is ready to perform miracles in our lives and is ever 
ready to give our hearts’ desires. Indeed our God works in a miraculous 
way.  John 14:21 says “whoever has My command and obeys them, he 
is the one who loves Me.  He who loves Me will be loved by My Father 
and I too will love him and show myself to him.” 
 
He is a God who answers prayer (I John 5:14,15), comforts us in our 
suffering (II Corinthians 1:3,4), and provides for our needs.  Phil 4:19. As 
God’s children, we will delight in the Lord always and receive enormous 
blessing in our lives. Our God makes impossible things possible. In Him 
all things are possible.  Alleluia, Amen. 
 

Yours in His joyful service,  
Rev. Dr. V. Paul Birla 

Presbyter-in-charge and Chairman 

 
 
Mission Festival will be celebrated in our Church on Sunday, 21 July 
2019, starting with the Sung Eucharist at 7.30 am. A sale of eatables will 
be held after the service.  
Do pray, plan and participate. 
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LORD OF THE RAVENS 

Ravens are not easy to love – they are 
sometimes even mean or nasty, stealing from 
nests and scavenging for food. The word 
‘ravenous’ itself has come to mean to be greedy 
and insatiable. But ravens are also intelligent and 

enigmatic - Edgar Allen Poe, the 19th Century American writer had an 
entire poem dedicated to his dialogue with a raven! A group of select 
ravens are said to be guarding the Tower of London even today. And 
ravens are often featured in books and films as intelligent birds. 

In the Bible, we find in I Kings 17 that God uses the ravens to teach the 
great Prophet Elijah, an important lesson in trust and humility. Shortly 
after Elijah pronounced God’s judgment of a drought in Israel, God sent 
him to a deserted place, Brook Cherith, where He used the ravens to 
bring Elijah his daily meals and refresh him with water from the brook (1 
Kings 17:1–4). But a drought occurred. The brook shrank to a tiny 
stream, and slowly became a mere trickle. It was only when the brook 
had dried up that God said: “Go at once to Zarephath… I have directed a 
widow there to supply you with food” (v. 9). 

God sent Elijah to Zarephath, which was in Phoenicia. As the 
Phoenicians were enemies of Israel, Elijah would have wondered why 
God was sending him there. He would have been filled with doubts about 
food and shelter in this strange and hostile land. But God prepared a 
poor widow there and he blessed her when she obeyed the prophet’s 
words by preparing a meal for him. In these two instances we note that 
God uses those who are ostracised and cast away, to carry out His 
purpose.  

In fact, this reveals that even ravens and widows are under His special 
care. “Consider the ravens... God feeds them" Luke 12:24. God 
"provides food for the raven when it's young cry out for food" Job 38:41. 
“He provides food for the young ravens when they call ". Ps. 147:9. Do 
not take advantage of a widow" Ex.22:22. “God defends the cause of the 
fatherless and the widow". Deut. 10:18. 

Many a times, God allows us to go through times of despair and 
loneliness, only so that we will learn to trust in Him implicitly. He also 
uses the most unlikely of situations to teach us important lessons. 
Imagine, if He could use wild ravens to carry out His will, can there be 
anything He cannot do?  

  
Fabiola Jacob 
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Featured on our cover this month, is The Rock Church 
and World Outreach Center at San Bernardino in 
California, USA, photographed by George 
Shanthakumar. 
 
About the Church 
The Rock Church and World Outreach Center began in 

1988 with 12 people and one box of Kleenex. The Kleenex was for tears, 
not runny noses – according to the Church website. And apparently, you 
can still find tissue boxes under the seats!  
 
The founding Pastors Jim and Deborah Cobrae had just started the 
church with a small group of people, and the Lord was already bringing 
in the broken-hearted, the sick, and the maimed. He had given them a 
promise from Isaiah 12:3 “With joy you will drink from the wells of 
salvation.” In the years to come, tens of thousands would walk the aisles 
of The Rock to give their hearts and lives to Jesus Christ and experience 
the healing power of God's love. 
 
The Rock Church details its mission thus: “As a church with a passion for 
the Kingdom of God, we've grown to an amazing family of believers 
listening to the heartbeat of God. Through the years, God has taught us 
how to be a Christian church in a city torn by sin, poverty, hurt, and in 
need of a Saviour. Just as our human DNA reveals our make-up, God 
began to show us a specific DNA that would handle the needs of San 
Bernardino and the whole Inland Empire (a metropolitan region in 
Southern California).  
 
As we grew, God began to show us more and more about who we are; 
so much so that the Lord impressed on our founding Pastors the 
importance of the name of our church. In the year 2000 we changed the 
name from The Rock Christian Center to The Rock Church and World 
Outreach Center. With that, came a clearer vision of the tasks that lay 
ahead. 
 
Therefore, as distributors of God’s goodness and kingdom resources, 
through faith-filled servanthood we believe we will see our vision fulfilled, 
‘The Inland Empire shall be saved!’” 
 
The Rock Church also has an active world missions program that 
supports many international ministries all over the globe. 
 
During a recent visit to the US, my wife and I attended the Saturday 
morning 10 am service here.  After the service, we were given a gift bag 
with a video CD of the sermon shared on that day! 

Ventriloquist Shanthakumar 
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“Almost all the progress ever made in 
human thought has been made by 
the Doubting Thomases, the 
questioners, the challengers, the 
show-me crowd” – Dale Carnegie 
 
“Dearly beloved, what do you see in these events? Do you really believe 
that it was by chance that this chosen disciple was absent, then came 
and heard, heard and doubted, doubted and touched, touched and 
believed? It was not by chance but in God’s providence. In a marvelous 
way God’s mercy arranged that the disbelieving disciple, in touching the 
wounds of his Master’s body, should heal our wounds of disbelief. The 
disbelief of Thomas has done more for our faith than the faith of the other 
disciples. As he touches Christ and is won over to belief, every doubt is 
cast aside and our faith is strengthened. So the disciple who doubted, 
then felt Christ’s wounds, becomes a witness to the reality of the 
resurrection.” - Pope St. Gregory the Great, Doctor of the Church 
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GEMS FROM THE BIBLE 

Put them in your heart-bank – memorize and 
use them! 

1. Do not criticize and speak evil about each other. – James 4:11 

2. I (God) will guide you with My eye. – Psalm 32:8 

3. Listen much, speak little and not become angry. – James 1:19 

4. Stop being mean, bad tempered and angry. – Ephesians 4:31 

5. Patience is better than pride. – Ecclesiastes 7:8  

Premella Soundarapandian 

 

Announcement – Subscription Covers 
 
The CSI Synod Council has recently made a few important Amendments 
to the Pastorate Constitution, and we are expected to follow the same. 
All families in our Parish are expected to get a second subscription cover 
for their spouses. The covers are ready and kept at the Church entrance. 
You are requested to kindly collect the same and start offering the 
second subscription cover along with the first, from April 2019 onwards. 

Pastorate Committee 
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BED OF THORNS 
 

One feels that he is lying on a bed of thorns, 
He fees that the thorns are clinging to him 
from the day he was born; 
Some live comfortably on soft beds, 
Many are unable to these thorns shed. 
 
Hannah was bothered with thorns for many years, 
She could not the pricking of thorns bear; 
She asked God to give her a male child, and to God give the child back, 
When she got the male child her thorns were sacked. 
 
David was the next king anointed to occupy the throne 
But he found his life was strewn with thorns; 
He had a chance to stab king Saul with a dagger pointing, 
Fearing God, he refrained, and God honoured his anointing. 
 
Foot Ball crazy Dino, could not bear Argentine’s defeat, 
His hero Messi could only put one goal and could not repeat; 
Unable to bear the pain of thorns he took his life for the game, 
He did not know that Messi and Messiah are not the same. 
 
Not knowing the Messiah as his Saviour dear, 
He took a decision; his family could not bear, 
He jumped in to the Kerala River, 
Messiah could have given him life forever. 

Prema Jeyasundar 
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KNOWING GOD 
 
Recently, I picked up a book titled ‘New Covenant’ by Watchman Nee 
and Witness Lee, from a Church library. While glancing through the 
contents, I was attracted to the fact that only by knowing God (who is the 
fountain of grace) can we understand God’s promises and the 
covenants. 
 
The author lists three steps for knowing God: 

• Knowing God’s doings 

• Knowing God’s ways. 

• Knowing God Himself. 
Psalm 103: 7 is quoted for reference “He made known His ways unto 
Moses, His doings unto the children of Israel. Isaiah knows only God’s 
doings but Moses know God’s way. Isaiah 55: 8, Hebrews 8: 11. Author 
mentions that there is a more advanced step of knowing God’s ways. To 
know God’s doings and ways are only an outward experience. But the 
inward knowing of God’s nature and knowing God Himself is the deeper 
knowing. 
 
Knowing God’s doings: 
This relates to knowing miracles and wonders which Israel saw e.g., 10 
plagues, causing the water of the Red Sea to recede in one night, and 
water divided and the sea became dry ground (Exo. 14: 21). Another one 
was, the Israelites obtaining living water from the smitten rock in the 
wilderness and also the daily manna sent down from heaven. (Exo. 17: 
6, 16:35) 
 
In New Testament, feeding of the 5000 with 5 loaves and two fishes. The 
blind receiving sight, the lame walking, lepers being cleansed, the deaf 
hearing, and also dead being raised. By these miracles, we only know 
God’s doings, we cannot he considered as knowing God. 
 
Knowing God’s ways: 
This relates to know the principles by which God does miracles and such 
wonders. Example 1: When Abraham prayed for Sodom, he prayed 
standing on the side of God’s righteousness. Being a righteous God, He 
cannot act contrary to the righteousness. This means that Abraham 
knows God’s way of doing things.  Example 2: By seeing the glory of 
God, Moses told Aaron to put fire on altar and carry the burnt offerings 
quickly to the congregation and make atonement for them, for the wrath 
gone out from Jehovah and the plague has began (Numbers 16: 46). 
This also means that Moses knew God’s ways. That is, Moses knew that 
if man would act in a certain way, then God would respond in a certain 
way. Example 3: Samuel the Prophet said to Saul – Behold obeying is 
better than sacrifice, also when David refused to offer burnt offerings 
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which cost him nothing. I Samuel 15:22 and II Samuel 24: 24. These are 
the knowing of God’s ways, by Samuel. 
 
Knowing God Himself: 
To know God’s nature is to know God Himself. The author writes that 
every kind of life has its’ own characteristics, Fish, Birds, Animals and all 
living things have their individual characteristics. God’s life also has its’ 
own characteristics. This is His nature and His nature is goodness and 
uprightness and holiness (Psalm 25: 8, 86: 5, Mathew 19: 17 and Acts 3: 
14, II cor. 1: 12). This nature will express God Himself through light. 
When we are born again, we obtain God’s life and receive God’s nature. 
When we touch His nature in us, we also touch God Himself in us. This 
is knowing God Himself. 
 
Our conscience tells, we have sin, and it has to be dealt with and then 
only there can be peace. Yet inside of us, there is a holy sense, a sense 
which is even deeper than the conscience. Deep within, there is a 
disgust and a hatred for the sin itself. This kind of hatred comes from 
God’s holy nature. Sometimes we feel like Job “I had heard of Thee, by 
the hearing of the ear. But now, mine eyes see Thee. Wherefore I abhor 
myself and repent in dust and ashes. (Job 42: 5,6). 
 
In bright sunlight, dust will be revealed. Likewise, in God’s holiness, our 
filthiness is always revealed. When Peter met the Lord, he fell down at 
the Lord’s feet and said, “Depart from me, for I am a sinful man O Lord” 
(Luke 5: 8) 
 
The author’s assessment of knowing God Himself is beautifully 
described as follows: Many times both in our words and in our actions, 
although our conscience may not condemn us, there is still within us, a 
sense of discomfort, a sense which does not say “Amen”. This is the 
sense of the nature of God’s life and it exceeds the feeling of the 
conscience. If we have learned and, are willing to obey, it is at such 
times, that we touch God Himself. On these occasions we will certainly 
know God Himself. 
 
My interest in writing an article in our Church EanMe pushed me and 
with great pleasure I have compiled a few points from the book “New 
Covenant”. I hope these words will touch the hearts of readers with an 
ultimate purpose of fulfilling the desire of knowing God Himself, for our 
benefits of spiritual life and for our blessings by knowing God Himself. 
 

Condensed from `New Covenant’ 
 

      S. Gnanaoli David 
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SIGNS AND NOTICES OUTSIDE CHURCHES 
 

• There was a church that had problems with outsiders parking in its 
parking lots so they put up a sign: 
`Church car park - for members only. Trespassers will be baptized’. 

 

• "No God - No Peace; Know God - Know Peace." 
 

• "Free trip to heaven. Details inside!" 
 

• "Try our Sundays. They are better than Baskin Robbins." 
 

• "Searching for a new look? Have your faith lifted here!" 
 

• An ad for one Church has a picture of two hands holding stone tablets 
on which the Ten Commandments are inscribed and a headline that 
reads: 
"For fast, fast, fast relief, take two tablets." 

 

• When the restaurant next to Church put out a big sign with red letters 
that said, "Open Sundays,"  
the Church reciprocated with its own message: 
"We are open on Sundays, too." 

 

• "Running low on faith? Step in for a fill-up." 
 

• "Fight truth decay -- study the Bible daily." 
 

• "How will you spend eternity: Smoking or Non-smoking?" 
 

• "Dusty Bibles lead to dirty lives" 
 

• "Come work for the Lord. 
The work is hard, the hours are long and the pay is low. 
But the retirement benefits are out of this world." 

 

• "It is unlikely there'll be a reduction in the wages of sin." 
 

• "Do not wait for the hearse to take you to church." 
 

• "If you're headed in the wrong direction, God allows U-turns." 
 

• "If you don't like the way you were born, try being born again." 
 

• "Looking at the way some people live, they ought to obtain eternal fire 
insurance soon." 
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• "This is a ch_ _ ch.  
What is missing?" 
(U R) 

 

• "In the dark? Follow the Son." 
 

• "If you can't sleep, don't count sheep. Talk to the Shepherd." 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Three Pastors were having lunch in a diner. One said "Ya 
know, since summer started I've been having trouble with 
bats in my loft and attic at church. I've tried everything--
noise, spray, cats--nothing seems to scare them away.”      
Another said "Yeah, me too. I've got hundreds living in my 
belfry and in the narthex attic. I've even had the place 
fumigated and they won't go away." 
The third said, "I baptized all mine and made them members of the 
church... Haven't seen one back since!" 
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 ‘HIDE THEM IN YOUR HEART' - A SCRIPTURE CHALLENGE!  
 
Can you memorize Psalm 128 before 28 July 2019? 
 
If this offer appeals to you, please approach 
Roshan Soundarapandian (Mobile No: 
98403 88365) - a surprise awaits you! 
The winners will be announced in next 
month's EanMe!  
Of course, prizes would follow! 
Anyone can rise to the opportunity - no age 
limit – all the best! 
 
Winners: 
 

Name 

Jan 
2019 

Feb 
2019 

March 
2019 

April 
2019 

May 
2019 

June 
2019 

Psalm 
51 

Psalm 
24 

Psalm 
46 

I Cor 
13 

St. 
Matt 5: 
3-12 

Psalm 
84 

Iris Manoharan      

Ranjini Inbaraj      

Aria Manoharan      

Keturah Manoharan      

Felicia Williams      

Jaden Johnsson Dhyriam      

Jonathan Ethan Dhyriam      

Jonathan Roopsingh      

Jeremy Roopsingh      

Mercy Roshan      

Zoey Joanna Emmanuel      

Joshua Emmanuel      

Priya Muller      

Jadon Titus Muller      

Latha Chittaranjan      

Zibia Thiraviaraj      

Ezekiel David      
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DIVIDE AND RULE: BREAKING DOWN 
BARRIERS 
 
In the just concluded elections Narendra Modi 
has won, much to the chagrin of a lot of people. 
the BJP ran their campaign on Hindu nationalism 
and separatism of minority religions like 
Christians and Muslims. The question being 
asked was “Are you Indian? Or rather, what 
makes an Indian?”  
 
Separatist ideology has been BJP’s bread and butter. However, this 
ideology was something that didn’t always exist in the minds of Indians. It 
was something that was propagated by the British. Circa 1850 the British 
Raj wanted to break down the unity amongst the Indians and decided to 
instigate infighting amongst them. This is a very simple strategy 
employed in wars. Napoleon did it all the time, as his cannons would be 
stationed on the opposite side and he’d fire blanks to divert the attention 
of the attacking troops and split them, enabling his cavalry to flank the 
forces on the other side and take on the sizably smaller troop left behind. 
However, implementing it on a philosophical level is much harder.  
 
There were isolated incidents of violence between Hindus and Muslims 
but the scale of it was insignificant compared to the modern day. In 1858 
after facing unrelenting rebellion from a collective India where Nehru and 
Jinnah were working together, the Raj introduced and passed a bill 
called “The Government of India Act”. This bill shifted power from the 
East India company to the crown itself and established local 
governments under the leadership of Indians and Britons alike but 
reporting to the Viceroy, which was a position created at this time by this 
bill.  
 
How does “Divide and Rule” come into play you may ask. They made 
seats for representatives from the 3 major religious factions of the time 
which were the Hindus, Muslims and Sikhs separately. They had to 
compete with each other to get representation and submit to the Raj. 
This act was a diversion of effort. It gave false hope because, now 
Indians who had no say in their governance had been let in the door, but 
the cost was that they had to battle each other as gladiators to get in. In 
the ensuing elections the Indian National Congress took 707 seats 
whereas the Muslim League took only 106. After these elections the 
Muslim League feared being subservient to a Hindu majority. This would 
snowball into the partition of India, creation of Pakistan and the modern 
scare of war in Kashmir (which would be the 4th if it happened again).  
 
This brings us to the modern day. India is being divided upon religious 
lines again, we are being set up to fight for our existence, and it is 
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Christians, Muslims and other religious minorities that face the brunt of 
this divide. We have to remember that what makes us Indian is not the 
religion that we follow but the fact that we were all born in this land called 
India.  
 
As Christians we are to extend the grace and mercy that has been 
extended to us by God. We do this by interacting with the rational and 
not debating the radical. Engaging with the rational is possible only when 
we give them a symbol of peace. The Government has got it into the 
heads of people that all Christians care about is propagating “western” 
thought and converting all of them. They paint us as the enemy. 
Therefore, from our end, a symbol of peace would be when we pick up 
their scriptures and interact with it. The battle of conversion turns south 
when it becomes a question of who is right. It is not a matter of proving 
who is right or wrong, but it is a dialogue - God will take care of the rest. 
This is fundamental and must be our attitude when we have discussions 
of faith with those of other religions. In order to dialogue with them 
properly we have to be knowledgeable in two things, our own scriptures 
and what they say. Secondly, their scriptures and what they say and 
believe. Only when both sides of the coin are learnt can there be genuine 
dialogue.  
 
Therefore, I urge you the reader to read the Vedas, the Bhagavad Gita 
and the Upanishads. Educate thyself on what they have to say, dialogue 
with them and evaluate them alongside the Christian doctrine and find 
similarities - not only differences. Let us not fight but embrace one 
another in peace. If the rational see us and our way of dialogue and 
peace, then they will come to our side to fight. This will help us talk to the 
radicals. We need to tell them that a person’s religious identity has no 
basis on the nationality or the level of patriotism in a person.  
 
Therefore, let us break the mental barriers that divide us and come 
together to dialogue. To unite with them, show them what it means to be 
Indian. Little drops make a mighty ocean, my mother says. Slowly, if we 
lead by example we can turn the tide on right wing nationalism and 
reinstate rational reasoning.  
 

Mark Rohan 
Mark is currently pursuing his studies in ‘Pre-counselling and Human Services 

with a focus on rehabilitation and trauma care’ at the Moody Bible Institute in 
Chicago, Illinois. 
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A VISIT TO CSI  BOYS HOSTEL- 
NAGARI – A REPORT 

 
On 15 June 2019, the second Saturday 
in June, a few members of our church 
along with our beloved Pastor, Pastor 
Amma, Secretary and the Treasurer had 
the privilege of visiting the CSI Hostel in 

Nagari, Chittoor District, Andhra Pradesh, to dedicate the newly 
constructed rest rooms for the use of the hostel children. As we all know, 
our church-run School, CSI St. Thomas Nursery and Primary School has 
funded the entire cost for the construction of these rest rooms.   
 
We started at 11 am and reached the place at around 2.00 PM. It was 
indeed a special occasion, as it was the first outreach program of the 
church with our new Pastor. We reached the parsonage of the beautiful 
Foster Memorial Church. It was such a lovely place. The parsonage was 
once used as the home for foreign missionaries, who stayed there, 
preached the gospel, and established many institutions such as the High 
School, The Mission Hospital, Hostel and Training center for nurses etc. 
As we reached there, the women of the church were eagerly waiting to 
serve us delicious home-made food, both veg and non- veg. We enjoyed 
the lunch, and the fellowship of the hosts. We are thankful for the warmth 
and hospitality showered upon us. After lunch, The Pastor of the Church 
took us to the herbal farm, which he had developed next to the 
parsonage. We marveled at the Pastor’s passion towards native herbs. 
He explained the medicinal use of each herb in the farm. We were 
curious to learn from him.  
 
After a cup of lemon grass tea with ginger, we went to the hostel, a few 
metres away from the Church. The hostel caters to the needs of nearly 
fifty boys hailing from the nearby villages, who study at various schools 
in and around Nagari. As the old toilets became unusable, the Diocese 
had requested our church to build new toilets. Heeding to the request, 
our school came forward to construct 12 rest rooms with tiled flooring 
and good water facilities, and a small floor level water tank in the 
passage. The construction was designed and frequently monitored by 
our Secretary. At around 3.30 pm, our beloved Bishop arrived to grace 
the occasion, along with Bishop Amma, Pastors of the nearby churches, 
the Hostel Manager, the CSI Hospital staff, the hostel children and  
others. With a prayer of thanksgiving by our Pastor, Our Honourable 
Bishop opened the new facility for the use of children. The children were 
very happy and grateful for the new facility. The Hostel management 
thanked the church and the School, for the care and concern shown by 
us towards the needs of our neighbours.  
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With rich and everlasting memories, we left the place at around 4 pm. On 
the way home, we halted for a while to see the Mangapuram and R.S 
Mangapuram churches. We also had the opportunity to pass through the 
native village of our Pastor Amma near Kanagamma chathiram. We were 
amazed at the stunning look of the high-towered CSI Church in that 
place. It was indeed a joyous moment for all of us, to take off from the 
daily routines of city life, and to have a wonderful fellowship with the 
neighboring congregation. 
 
We remember a verse, “as you did it to one of the least of these My 
brothers, you did it to Me”. It is an appreciable endeavor by our church 
and school, to meet the needs of the least. It would be more encouraging 
if some more members join for such visits organized by the church. 
Come let us join together to bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the 
law of Christ.   

Zibiah Thiraviaraj 
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WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP AT 
STEC 

 
After a short summer break, the 
members of the Women’s 
Fellowship met on 22 June 2019 

at 4.30 pm. The meeting was presided over by our Pastor Rev. Dr. Paul 
Birla. Vasanthi Premkumar outlined the various activities and the 
functioning of the fellowship to our Pastor and Pastor amma. 
 
The meeting began with the opening prayer by our Pastor. He also led 
us in a meditation on I Samuel Chapter 1. He stressed the importance of 
praying as Hannah did when she was in bitterness of soul, weeing in 
anguish. Further he emphasised the point of pouring out her soul in 
silence as the Bible says “Hannah spoke in her heart, only her lips 
moved but her voice was not heard.” 
 
The meditation was followed by an interesting testimony of Dr. Sara 
Nagavalli, a classmate of Iris Manoharan. Though born and brought up in 
a non-Christian family, she had a longing to accept Christ even as a 
child. After a short spell as a lecturer in Government colleges in Tamil 
Nadu, she relocated to USA with her family. She faced many challenges 
and hardships in her life. Still, she found peace in Christ and got baptized 
in our Church by Rev. Vijayakumar. She affirms her only defence is her 
strong faith in the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  
 
It was indeed a moving testimony that made us introspect that faith in the 
Almighty is the anchor to stand firm against all our worldly problems. The 
meeting came to a close with prayer and benediction by our Pastor. 

Leena Ponnudurai
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MYTH: “the church should meet my 
needs.” 

Today’s church service just didn’t do 
anything for me. Sunday mornings are 
my only day of the week to sleep late. 
It’s incredibly frustrating to drag myself 
out of bed to go to church and then not 
get anything out of it. 

 
I went church shopping the first weekend I moved here and started my 
new job. Over the next couple months, I tried out several different kinds 
of churches, even though I come from a Methodist background. I did 
mega-churches. Small churches. Funky retro churches that met in strip 
malls and coffee bars. Stiff churches with ice-cold marble flooring that 
complemented the even cooler reception from their starched members. 
 
The church I’m attending now is OK, but it’s not really my style. I walked 
into Sunday school and immediately knew these weren’t “my people.” 
They invite me to their socials, but what’s the point when I have nothing 
in common with them? I occasionally glance over the bulletin, scanning 
for ministries that might suit me, but I rarely find anything that garners 
more than an occasional blip on my interest radar. It makes me wonder 
where all my offering money is going. The most exciting thing I see 
happening is in the children’s ministry—no way, thank you. I come to 
church to relax, not to stress out over who’s had their snack or to build a 
miniature church out of dried pinto beans and empty toilet paper rolls. 
 
One would think a church this size would have something for everyone 
(and some good-looking guys wouldn’t hurt). Why is it so hard to find a 
church that meets my needs, doesn’t talk about money more than once a 
year and has a decent music program? — Gabriela 
 
THE TRUTH: 
When it comes to understanding the purpose of the church, we often 
have it backwards. The church does not exist for us, though we are 
central to its existence. The capital-C Church—which is the big-picture, 
universal Church that includes all believers—exists for Jesus alone. The 
Church is His bride (see Revelation 19:7; 21:2). The little-c church—
which is the local church in a neighborhood near you—is how God 
reaches the masses with His gospel and love. It is also an incubator for 
baby Christians, a hospital for hurting people, a gathering place for all to 
worship and an opportunity for maturing believers to hone their spiritual 
gifts through serving one another. Although it is human nature to make 
life “all about me,” the church is all about serving Jesus through serving 
His people. 
 
That’s why petty arguments about the music being too loud, the music 
being too dull, the pastor talking too long, the service starting too early, 
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the service starting too late and all the other rationales for why we resent 
the church for not catering to our preferences are just that—petty 
preferences that do not matter. The next time you try to make church all 
about you, remember this: 
The church is Jesus’ body (see 1 Corinthians 12:27). 
Jesus promises to build His church—regardless of our personal tastes 
(see Matthew 16:18). 
Jesus loved the church so much that He died for it. The church matters 
to Him, so it should matter to us (see Ephesians 5:25–27). 
 
When we begin to make church more about Jesus and less about us, we 
look for ways to love the body of Christ. Ironically, God rewards our 
unselfish actions by meeting our needs in return—if we will just put Him 
and His church first (see Matthew 6:33). 
 
“The local church is the classroom for learning how to get along in God’s 
family. It is a lab for practising unselfish, sympathetic love.” — Rick 
Warren. 
 
“From Him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting 
ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.” - 
Ephesians 4:16 
Also read: Acts 2:42–47; Galatians 6:2, 10; Colossians 3:15–16 

(Taken from NIV Devotions for Women, Courtesy: Bible Gateway) 
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CHRIST, THE GREATEST THERAPIST! 
 

• Patient: Doctor… I find it very difficult to breathe doctor! 
Doctor: Don’t worry… I’ll stop it!! 

 

• Me: Why we should not provoke God and a doctor? 
Johnny: If you annoy God, He’ll send you to a doctor and if you 
irritate a doctor, he’ll pack you to God! 

 

• Johnny: My uncle, a heart specialist performed a heart surgery 
and then died of heart attack… 
Me: Strange… But tell me whether his patient survived? 
Johnny: Yes.  On seeing it only, he got heart attack! 

 
These are only jokes.  But due to scientific advancement, nowadays 
doctors are next to God.  By going to doctors, we get cured but also incur 
expenses, besides the side effect.  But God’s healing is free and without 
any side effect.  We may be amazed to see that Ceylon Pentecosts 
never take medicine in their lifetime. 
 
God assures us of healing in these verses.  “I am the Lord who heals 
you!”—Exo. 15:26. “The Lord will remove all sickness from you!”—Deut. 
7:15.  “But I will restore you to health!”—Jeremiah 30:17 
How to get healed?   

• Call Jesus and He will heal us as per Psalms 30:2. “Have mercy on 
me and heal me Lord!”—Psalms 6:2.   

• Let’s have faith like the Centurion.  Mark 5:34 says “Your faith has 
healed you!” and Mark 10:52 declares “Your faith has made you well!”  
Yes.  Faith cures!   

• “Confess your sins and pray for each other so that you may be 
healed!”—James 5:16  

• Apply oil and pray. 
 
Beyond physical healing, we must also seek God for emotional healing.  
Sin, rejection, abuse, etc. cause great emotional and spiritual pain that 
hurt us as physical pain does.  Further, many psychosomatic diseases 
are due to our thoughts of worry and fear. Our Great Physician can heal 
our broken hearts and make us whole.  “Turn your ears to My words and 
keep them within your heart.  They are life and health to one’s whole 
body!”—Prov. 4:20-22 
 
Let’s use His power to heal others too, as Jesus advised His disciples. 
“Heal the sick.  Freely you have received; freely give!”—Math. 10:1-8. 
Healing is one of the ways of reaching non-Christians as Jesus healed 
while preaching.  “Stretch out your hand to heal and perform wonders 
through the name of your holy servant Jesus!”—Acts 4:30 

Ventriloquist Shanthakumar 
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RAPHA MINISTRY AT STEC 
 

"God comforts us in all our troubles, so 
that we can comfort those in any trouble" 
is the guiding verse that motivates the 
Rapha team from our Church to visit the 
CSI Kalyani Hospital every second 
Sunday after the worship service.  
 
A small group consisting of 7 to 10 
members meet the patients. We begin 
from the general wards. A Tamil song on 
healing / comfort is sung by the group 

followed by a few verses on healing. A common prayer is said. Then we 
proceed to meet the patients individually, taking time to listen to their 
ailments / troubles. The gospel is then shared in a nutshell, followed by a 
prayer for healing and restoration. We counsel them to continue praying 
to our God the healer and urge them to read the `1000 praises’ booklet 
which is given to them along with a ‘promise verse’ card. A record of their 
names and sickness is maintained for continued prayer. Sometimes, if 
the patients are willing, their contact number is also taken for further 
counselling. 
 
We spend nearly two hours visiting the children's ward and private wards 
too. We finally spend some time in the chapel exchanging news about 
those whom we had met and finally close with a prayer. Recently, we 
have started meeting the previous evening at church and wait at the 
Lord's feet for His healing presence to guide us in our ministry. 
 
The Lord has blessed our ministry and we have had a few patients 
contacting us with their healing witness. We are sure that our Lord Jesus 
Christ is using us in a small way to bring comfort to the broken and sick 
at the Kalyani hospital.  
 
The team is thankful to the Pastor and the Pastorate Committee for the 
support and encouragement extended with love. We invite more 
members to join us and taste the joy of having fulfilled the Lord's 
commandment. God bless. 

Ranjini Inbaraj 
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ISABELLA LILIAS TROTTER – THE 
ARTIST MISSIONARY 

 
Isabella Lilias Trotter lived and served during 
the "Great Century" of Christian missions. Born 
in 1853, she was the daughter of a London 
businessman and enjoyed a happy, open, and 

educated childhood. She was converted under the ministry of Hannah 
Pearsall Smith," and her life's work was stamped with a longing for Spirit-
led victorious Christian living. At age twenty-one, she was attracted to 
ministry through meetings held by D. L. Moody and 1. D. Sankey, after 
which she ministered to prostitutes on the streets and in an unused 
nightclub in London. 
 
In an age when young, unmarried daughters of well-to-do families never 
walked out without a chaperone, Lilias dared to be different. She was 
soon a well-known figure in the night streets of London, recognized, 
loved, and respected. The girls flocked to her shelter, and she helped 
many of these victims of their circumstances to start a new life." 
 
As she started, so she would continue--different, creative, bold. Her very 
uniqueness would threaten her missionary vision. In 1876, while she and 
her mother travelled in Venice, Lilias came under the tutelage of the 
famous artist John Ruskin, who was quite impressed with her sketches, 
seeing "extremely rightminded and careful work." Ruskin showed her 
drawings to his Oxford students as examples. 
 
In 1879, Trotter turned from her potential future as a brilliant artist, 
saying, "I see clear as daylight now, that I cannot dedicate myself to 
painting in the way that [Ruskin] means and continue to seek first the 
Kingdom of God and His righteousness.:" (Still, their friendship spanned 
three decades and was a source of mutual edification.)  
 
Call to ministry 
In 1884, still balancing her London ministry to needy girls with her art, 
Trotter experienced the first of many periods of exhaustion and 
necessary convalescence. She underwent a minor surgery with a slow 
recovery, and suffered permanent cardiac weakness.  
 
Lilias Trotter received the call to Algeria. She recounted to her 
biographer Blanche Piggott that whenever she heard the words "North 
Africa" it sounded as if a voice were calling her." In May 1887, when Mr. 
Glenny of the North Africa Mission asked in a missionary meeting, "Is 
there anyone in this room whom God is calling to North Africa?" Trotter 
rose and said, "He is calling me." Her longing to go and minister "where 
Christ was unknown" endured throughout her life's ministry. 
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Experience in Algeria 
Rejected by two mission societies for health reasons, in 1888 Trotter and 
two single friends, Blanche Haworth and Katie Stuart, sailed for Algiers 
as independent missionaries. They would later found the Algiers Mission 
Band (AMB.) Trotter describes their arrival thus: 
On March 9th, 1888, we steamed into the Bay of Algiers, the water below 
shimmering with phosphorescence, the crescent of the shore set with 
gleaming lights, and the glorious southern sky above full of its quiet 
stars.... Three of us stood there, looking at our battle-field, none of us fit 
to pass a doctor for any [mission] society, not knowing a soul in the 
place, or a sentence of Arabic, or a clue for beginning work on 
untouched ground; we only knew we had to come. Truly if God needed 
weakness, He had it!" 
 
She said that those early years were like "knocking our heads against 
stone walls," with learning Arabic and trying to gain access into national 
homes as the first formidable barriers. With just a few vocabulary words, 
Sunday school classes for the market and "shoe-black" boys were 
initiated. A time of outward disappointments and inner-life failures 
followed. She wrote of the "nerve strain of the climate, the pressure on 
our spirits of the Satanic forces,,,, the lessons which we thought we knew 
and which we had 'turned back' again and again to be learnt afresh.”  
 
From 1890 to 1902 Trotter and colleagues learned the hard work of 
ministry in the North African Muslim context. Burdened for the interior, 
she journeyed to unreached locations. Her artwork and words were 
forever marked by a fearless appreciation of the colours and shapes of 
desert beauty and with a love for the Arabs there. 
 
In 1896, after a six-month convalescence in England with debilitating 
heart strain, Trotter entered into a period of external conflict. French-
English relations were acrimonious, and the French prohibited 
evangelistic endeavours. Government relations were strained. 
Newspapers printed negative press, there was general suspicion, and 
the Band's winter journeys to surrounding villages were curtailed. Men 
were prohibited from going near the AMB workers or from taking their 
offered literature. In 1905, her "darkest year," Trotter was forced by 
climate, exhaustion, and strain to take six months of bed rest. During 
such times of forced inactivity, she wrote her devotionals and illustrated 
her letters and journals with tiny watercolors of Arab life. 
 
Yet, even with the cyclical constraints of illness and painful limitations 
that lasted until the end of World War I, Trotter saw some come to know 
the Lord. She had a special compassion for the plight of Muslim 
converts, who suffered banishment, beatings, brain drugging, and 
poisoning.  
 



26 

 

By 1906 there came a season of greater freedom, with an expansion of 
workers, of areas covered, and of points and means of ministry. By 1920 
AMB had expanded from three to thirty fulltime workers, and fifteen 
preaching stations had been established. Portions of Scripture were 
translated into colloquial Arabic, lithographed in Arabic script to be more 
culturally attractive and accessible. Conversions came from among the 
Arabs, French, Jews, and black Africans." 
 
The Traveller-Journalist 
Trotter loved to travel and had a pioneer-adventurer-explorer spirit. 
Throughout her forty years in North Africa, Trotter learned the 
importance of taking regular times apart with the Lord for her necessary 
refreshing. Summers were spent in England or Switzerland, or in the 
Band's Algerian respite house, Dar Naama. In later years Trotter traveled 
broadly in her role as mission leader and conference speaker with John 
R. Mott and Samuel Zwemer." 
 
The map of Algeria and Tunisia - her "manual of intercession" hungover 
her bed, and she would strategize and agonize in prayer under it, with 
lamp lit until the early hours of the morning. 
 
Trotter was also a prodigious writer. She filled her writing with 
descriptions and illustrations of the natural creation around her. Trotter 
saw the way of effective service as the way of the cross, the way of 
surrender and death, the way of sacrificial love. This was the foundation 
of her enduring vision and staying power, as detailed in her lovely 
devotional book, ‘Parables of the Cross’.  
 
The Mission Strategist 
Trotter never solicited funds, finding that "the supply always forestalled 
the want, as is the wont of an earthly father whose wealth is boundless." 
This provision, she mused, was as if God "knew how hard the battle 
would be in other ways, and has never let that weight press, glory to His 
name." 
 
The ministry of early years was funded primarily by the independent 
income of the women themselves, until expansion required a new 
dependence on God for financial care. The AMB was international, 
comprising British, Danish, and French in the early days, and 
collaborating with other mission societies. Christian community 
development was not a catchword of that time, yet the Band established 
an industrial farm where inquirers and converts could learn a trade such 
as irrigation or agriculture. The need for urban/rural cross-training was 
emphasized, and new workers did their required internship at the urban 
"slum-post," named the Room of Grace." 
 
Short-termers were solicited, and a hostel was created for them. Single 
female missionaries were solicited as essential in the outreach to Muslim 
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women, who represented the majority of the population as caregivers to 
small children and conservative defenders of Islam. Trotter saw that 
outreach to women was a "great line of cleavage" in the rock face of 
Islam. All work was based in prayer, and spiritual warfare was a constant 
reality:  
 
Lilias Trotter’s mission methodology reflected flexibility and an 
embodiment of 1 Corinthians 9:22: "I have become all things to all men 
so that by all possible means I might save some." For the AMB "all 
means" included literacy and education, knitting and spinning wool, 
storytelling and artwork, medical work and traveling, colporteurs and 
literature distribution, translations of the New Testament, and 
establishment of places of refuge. 
 
Trotter viewed literature as the "unused explosive force" in Muslim 
evangelism. Because of the solidarity of Islam, she felt that materials 
could be used across the Muslim world with little alteration if written in 
Arabic. With the assistance of the Nile Mission Press, the entire AMB 
rose to the challenge of literature needs for boys, girls, men, and women, 
illustrated with culturally appropriate design and color. Trotter was invited 
to cross unheard of boundaries and debate among the mystical 
Brotherhood of Sufi. She wrote a devotional guide for these Muslim 
mystics based on the seven "I am" statements found in John's writings, 
‘The Way of the Sevenfold Secret’.  
 
Trotter continued her massive correspondence and her writing through 
her invalid years (1925-28), educating and fascinating the West, rallying 
prayer support, and winning workers to North Africa. Her bedroom 
became the heart of the mission, the seat of strategy, the center of 
prayer. In weakness she strategized, trained future leaders, and wrote 
voluminously. In ‘Between the Desert and the Sea’ she describes with 
almost tedious detail the geography of the land, the different people 
groups, cultural patterns, and the joys and sorrows of life in Algeria and 
Tunisia. 
 
Trotter died in her bed in Dar Naama in 1928, after forty years of ministry 
in Algeria, surrounded by her beloved co-workers. Her courage, tenacity, 
vision, and touch of beauty are worthy of our study. 
 
Trotter surrendered her unique gifts to the Lord, leaving a legacy of 
prayer, writings, illustrations, perseverance, and vision. She was known 
to the Muslims of Algeria and Tunisia as Lili, the one who "loves me and 
will not turn me out." Her voluminous diaries are ornate with her burden 
for individual souls and her longing that Muslim converts live out the 
principles of the Christian life. Today, little known and little read, her 
voice still calls to mission. 
Excerpts from ‘The Legacy of Isabella Lilias Trotter’ by Lisa M. Sinclair, published 

in International Bulletin of Missionary Research. 
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 WHO WOULD TRUE VALOUR SEE 
 
This is the only hymn in popular use today, 
written by John Bunyan 1628-1688. Bunyan was 
born at Elstow near Bedford, the son of a tinker.  
He had little schooling and during the English 
Civil War served in the Parliamentary Army. 
During these turbulent and violent times, he 
experienced acute spiritual anxiety, finally finding 

the peace he was searching for within the fellowship of a Baptist 
congregation. He became a lay preacher, while earning his living as a 
tinker during the time of Cromwell’s Commonwealth.  
 
After the Restoration of the monarchy and the Established Church in 
1660, Bunyan was viewed with suspicion as a Puritan sympathiser.  He 
was ordered to stop preaching.  He refused and was sentenced to 
imprisonment several times, where he spent his time studying, preaching 
to his fellow-prisoners and writing.  His first substantial work was an 
autobiography, `Grace abounding to the chief of sinners’. This was 
followed by a number of other publications, including `The Pilgrim's 
Progress’.    
 
`The Pilgrims Progress’ recounts, in allegorical form, the experience of a 
person called Christian, from the first awareness of his sinfulness and 
spiritual need, to his personal conversion to Christ and his life as a 
believer.  The book follows Christian’s pilgrimage to the "Celestial City", 
his true and eternal home.  The work was an immediate sensation and 
its popularity has endured for well over three hundred years as a classic 
in Engish literature. 
 
Bunyan wrote `Who would true valour see’ in 1684 as part of Pilgrim’s 
Progress. The words are spoken by Mr Valiant-for-truth to Mr Greatheart. 
It’s unlikely that Bunyan himself would have approved of turning his 
poem into a hymn.  In the English-speaking churches of his day, only 
metrical versions of the psalms were sung. 
 
The poem was first included in the English Hymnal, in the BBC Hymn 
Book and in later editions of Hymns Ancient and Modern.  `Who would 
true valour see’ is almost universally sung to the tune Monk’s Gate.  
Monk's Gate appeared in the first edition of the English Hymnal.  It was 
arranged by Vaughan Williams from the melody of a Sussex folk-song, 
collected by a Mrs Verrall of Monk's Gate. 
 
Who would true valour see, let him come hither; 
One here will constant be, come wind, come weather. 
There’s no discouragement shall make him once relent 
His first avowed intent to be a pilgrim. 
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Whoso beset him round with dismal stories 
Do but themselves confound; His strength the more is. 
No lion can him fright, he’ll with a giant fight, 
But he will have the right to be a pilgrim. 
 
No goblin nor foul fiend can daunt his spirit, 
He knows he at the end shall life inherit. 
Then fancies fly away, he’ll not fear what men say, 
He’ll labour night and day to be a pilgrim. 
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RODNEY 'GYPSY' SMITH 
 

On a cold evening in November, 1876 inside 
the Primitive Methodist Chapel on Fitzroy 
Street in Cambridge, England, the pastor, 

George Warner, was wrapping up his sermon with an invitation to accept 
the Lord Jesus. A young sixteen-year-old boy was moved to tears and 
with youthful exuberance jumped the pews to make his way to the front. 
His excitement was contagious until one of the "religious faithful" 
whispered, "Oh, it is only a gypsy boy." No one knows whatever became 
of the life of the person who mouthed such a condescending statement 
but we do know what God did in the life of the "gypsy boy." Over the next 
seventy years he would hold large evangelistic meetings in England and 
Scotland, travel across the ocean to America over thirty times bringing 
tens of thousands to repentance and preached around the world twice. In 
the Paris Opera House he recorded 150 solid lasting conversions out of 
the decadent cream of Parisian Society. His name was Rodney Smith 
and the entire world would be touched by this uneducated man of God. 
 
The Gypsy Boy 
Rodney "Gypsy" Smith, destined to become the best loved evangelist of 
all time, was born in a gypsy tent six miles northeast of London, at 
Epping Forest, on March 31, 1860. He received no formal education, 
never attending one day in school. His family made a living selling such 
homemade items as baskets, tinware, and clothespins. For years, 
Rodney never knew how old he was or when he was actually born. Since 
he was born a gypsy, they had no personal records of his birth and even 
if they did he would not be able to read them. In his autobiography he 
states: 
" a good aunt of mine took the trouble to get someone to examine the 
register of Wanstead Church (England), and there found an entry giving 
the date of the birth and christening of Rodney Smith. I discovered that I 
was a year younger than I took myself to be." 
 
His mother, Mary (Polly) Welch, made a comfortable home for Rodney, 
his brother and four sisters in the gypsy wagon. His father Cornelius 
played violin in the surrounding pubs for extra money to support the large 
brood. Sometimes young Rodney would accompany his father and 
dance and collect money for the added entertainment. His father was 
constantly in and out of jail for various offenses and it was there that he 
first heard the Gospel from a prison chaplain. Still not totally sure of what 
he had a hold of, Cornelius began to share the Gospel with his family. It 
was about this time that Rodney's mother contracted smallpox. In the 
small wagon Rodney watched his father lead his mother to know Jesus 
just days before her death. She died singing a childhood song about 
Jesus she had remembered hearing when she was a child. Her last 
words to her husband were, "I believe. Be a good father to my children. I 
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know God will take care of my children." The sight of his mother being 
buried by lantern-light at the end of a lane in Hertfordshire left a deep 
impression on him. 
 
Rodney's father, after his wife's death, could not keep from falling back to 
his old ways. Rodney became very mischievous along with being a liar, a 
poacher, and a thief. But an encounter with John Bunyan's " Pilgrims 
Progress," made Cornelius and his brothers decide to go after God. 
Known as "The Converted Gypsies" they travelled around the 
countryside singing and preaching. One night the three were thrown into 
jail for innocently hitching their horses in a town that wanted no gypsies, 
let alone "saved" gypsies. Remembering the story of Paul and Silas, 
while in jail, they sang and prayed into the night, converting the jailer's 
wife by their testimonies. All of Rodney's older brothers and sisters were 
also saved but Rodney held out. During an evangelistic tour of D. L. 
Moody throughout England, Rodney heard the singing of Ira Sankey and 
a visit to the home of John Bunyan in Bedford contributed to Rodney 
coming to himself. As he stood before the statue of John Bunyan, he 
meditated on how God worked in that young tinker's life. Soon a desire to 
know the real Jesus began to fill his heart. Rushing home he told his 
father that he had been converted. When his father asked him how he 
knew he was converted, Rodney replied, "because I feel so warm in my 
heart.' 
 
Finding Jesus 
A few days later at the Methodist Chapel in Cambridge Rodney 
answered the call of Pastor Warner to come forward for the altar call. 
From that day forward the "only a gypsy boy" never turned back. He 
found a Bible and together with an English dictionary and Bible dictionary 
carried them wherever he went causing many people to laugh and revile 
him. "Never you mind," he would tell them, "one day I'll be able to read 
them because I'm going to preach, God has called me to preach." With 
those three books as his only library, Rodney taught himself to read. He 
would sing hymns to people he met becoming known as the "Singing 
gypsy boy."  
 
Because of his conversion, Cornelius, Rodney's father would no longer 
play the fiddle in the saloons, losing a substantial amount of their 
income. Times were tough, often living from hand to mouth. One year, as 
Christmas neared, the children asked their father what they were going 
to have on Christmas day. Cornelius didn't know where their next meal 
would come from because the cupboard was bare and his purse was 
empty. He then gathered the six children around him in the wagon and 
said, "I do not know what we will have for Christmas dinner, but we will 
sing and trust in the Lord. Yes, we will trust in the Lord and He will 
provide" and sing they did. Rodney remembered every song they sung 
that night and how the presence of the Lord filled their little wagon home. 
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Prayer and Praise took on a whole new meaning to Rodney that night 
and he relates what happened next: 
"A knock sounded on the side of the van. It was Mr. Sykes, the town 
missionary and with a joyful sound in his voice he said, ‘I have come to 
tell you that the Lord will provide. God is good, is He not? There are 
three legs of mutton and other groceries awaiting you and your family in 
the town.'" 
It took a wheelbarrow to bring home all the groceries and the grateful 
gypsies never did find out who God used to answer their prayer. 
 
During a Christian Mission (later called the Salvation Army) convention, 
William Booth noticed the gypsies and he asked Rodney to preach on 
the spot. Rodney first sang a song and then gave a good personal 
testimony and the place was quite stirred. Booth then invited young 
Rodney to be part of the travelling ministry as an evangelist. Rodney 
agreed and started preaching at the various mission locations. He 
preached on street corners and inside missions throughout England 
pulling large crowds wherever he preached. He married one of his 
converts, Annie E. Pennock and their first assignment was to the town of 
Chatham. They had three children, two boys and a girl.  
 
Winning souls for Christ 
In Chatham, Rodney’s first mission started with thirteen believers 
growing to 250 in a short time. A year later he was sent to Hull, England 
where his ministry took off. He stayed for four years in Hanley ministering 
on his own. He would hold services at the Imperial Circus building. Word 
soon spread about the presence of the Holy Spirit in his meetings that 
the crowds reached more than 4,000 in a couple of months.  
 
In 1886, Rodney made the first of thirty evangelistic trips to the United 
States where his meetings were attended by thousands. Over 400 
people found the Lord and joined the church as members. He was soon 
invited to preach in Boston and San Francisco to standing room only, all 
broken and weeping under the Spirit. 
 
Returning to England, he became assistant to F. S. Collier at the 
Manchester Wesleyan Mission. He would hold midnight services that 
would have people leaving the theatres and bars to come in to his 
meetings.  
 
In 1896, he made his fifth trip to the United States and held tremendous 
meetings at the largest Protestant church in Boston, Peoples Temple. 
Outside the church was a sign that read, "Gypsy Smith, the Greatest 
Evangelist in the World." He made them take it down.  
 
In 1937, Rodney's wife, Anne died at the age of 79. In 1938, Rodney, 
then 78, married Mary Alice Shaw on her 27th birthday. This brought 
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some criticism but the marriage was a good one and lasted until he died 
in 1947. 
Rodney is also known for the many books he wrote. One of his sermons 
"The Lost Christ" became world famous. This sermon was a pouring out 
of his heart against the condition of the Church at that time.  
 
In 1947, at 86 years of age, Rodney was again on the Queen Mary 
steaming for America once again. Three hours out of New York he was 
stricken by a heart attack and died. His funeral was held on August 8 
1947, at the Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church of New York. So ended 
the life of the evangelist of whom it was said, "He never had a meeting 
without conversions." However, Rodney "Gypsy" Smith would say of his 
life, "For such success as I have been permitted to see in my work I want 
no credit."  

Courtesy: J.J. (Dark) Di Pietro, www.canecreekchurch.org 

  



34 

 

BIBLE QUIZ FOR ALL 
 
The quiz is open to participants of all ages.  
Answers should be given by the 20th of the month.  
Late entries will not be considered.  
Answers should be mailed to sheebs@hotmail.com 
or sent to Mrs. Sheeba Roshan +91 98402 16279. 
Names of participants with score will be mentioned in 
the next issue.  
Winners will be awarded at the end of the year. 
 
QUIZ 7 
Portion: The Book of Hosea 

1. What does the name ‘Hosea’ mean? 
2. Where did he preach?  
3. Hosea was also called the prophet of ________. 
4. How did God liken his people the first time He saw them? 
5. Where do the gold and silver that men use to worship idols come 
from?  
6. What other sins did the priests commit?  
7. How does justice begin to warp?  
8. What punishment comes down on folks who turn their backs on God?  
9. God uses Hosea 's marriage as a living illustration of God's 
relationship with ________. 
10. Which commandment did the nation of Israel break? 

Answers to Quiz 6: 

1. Mene, Mene, Tekel, Parsin  (Dan 5:25) 
2. Gabriel (Dan 9:21-23) 
3. Melzar (guard) (Dan 1:11) 
4. The language of the Babylonians (Dan 1:4) 
5. A rock that was cut out but not by human hands, (Dan 2:34) 
6. Four kingdoms that will rise from the earth. (Dan 7:17) 
7. An angel sent by God (Dan 6:21) 
8. 10 horns and then a little horn came up among them (Dan 7:7,8) 
9. The King of Greece (8:21) 
10.  3 weeks (Dan 10:2) 

 
Points tally after Quiz 6:   

  

 
    June 2019  Aggregate 

1 Daniel Inbaraj  10 60 

2 Felicia Williams 10 60 

mailto:sheebs@hotmail.com
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3 Hannah Cheryl Daniel 10 60 

4 Jaden Johnsson Dhyriam 10 60 

5 Jadon Titus Muller 10 50 

6 Jason Travis Daniel  10 60 

7 Jeremy Roopsingh 10 60 

8 Jessica Lilly 10 49 

9 Jeyasri David 10 50 

10 Joann Ignatius 10 50 

11 Jonathan Ethan Dhyriam 10 60 

12 Jonathan Roopsingh 10 60 

13 Keturah Manoharan 10 60 

14 Mahilini Santhosh 10 60 

15 Pamela Bridget - 10 

16 Rohan Abraham Stanley  10 60 

17 Santosh Dhyriam 10 50 

18 Shekinah Tanya Dhyriam 10 50 

19 Shreya Dhyriam 10 50 

20 Tasha Grace  10 60 

21 Zibia Thiraviaraj 10 60 
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The Church of England commemorates 
Thomas the Apostle on 3 July, the saint 
after whom our church is named. He is 
believed to have walked the sands of 
Santhome, possibly the very spot on 
which STEC stands today. 
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Why EanMe? 
 
‘EanMe’ – literally meaning “unless” in Greek – has its roots in St. 
Thomas the Apostle’s words of doubt. It is based on his famous words to 
the Risen Lord in St. John 20:25: “…Unless I see in His hands the print 
of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and put my hand 
into His side, I will not believe.” 

‘Unless’ or ‘except’ in the King James Version is translated from the 
Greek word ‘Eanme’ εανμε (eh-an’ may) meaning: before, but, except, 
not or unless.  

We welcome your original contributions to the 
EanMe in the form of articles, poems, Protestant 
church pictures for the cover, or information 
relevant to the season. Please send your entries by 
hard/soft copy to reach the STEC church office 
stthomasenglishchur@bsnl.in or 
stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com by the 20th of 
every month. 

You can read the current issue of EanMe online at 
http://www.santhomeenglishchurch.org/. A few earlier issues have been 
archived on `CSI St. Thomas English Church’ facebook page. 

Contributions are also invited for the Sunday bulletin. If you have any 
interesting information to share in the form of anecdotes, short stories 
etc. (around 100 words) relevant to the Sunday theme, please mail it to 
Kavita Edward: sandeekov@gmail.com  
 
 
We are on Social Media! 
‘Like’ our Church page on Facebook to stay updated 
https://www.facebook.com/StThomasEnglishChurch 
 
Join our Church group on Facebook to connect with 
each other and share / view pictures of church events 
https://www.facebook.com/CSI St. Thomas English Church, Santhome 
 
‘Follow’ @CSI_STEC on Twitter 
 
`Follow’ @csi_stec on Instagram 
 

Travelling on work or vacation?  
Don’t forget to click a picture! 
If you happen to visit or see a beautiful, historic Protestant 
church that you think should be on our EanMe cover, please 
click a hi-res picture and e-mail it, along with a short note 
about the Church, to stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com 

mailto:sandeekov@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/StThomasEnglishChurch
https://www.facebook.com/
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If you would like to join, participate in or use your time and effort for the 
Ministries, Fellowships and activities of the Church, please get in touch 
with the following people: 
Sunday School – Mrs. Grace Rathnam  
Tweens Fellowship – Mr. Swithun Manoharan / Mr. Joshua Foulger 
Adult Fellowship – Mr. Ajit Stanley Moses 
Choir – Mrs. Anila Manoharan 
Women’s Fellowship – Mrs. Vasanthi Premkumar  
Men’s Fellowship – Mr. Milton Sigamoney 
Rapha (Hospital Ministry) – Mrs. Ranjini Inbaraj  
Blossoms for Christ (Evening Sunday School) – Mrs. Sheeba Roshan 
Church Library – Mrs. Shailaja Henry  
Eco (Garden) – Mrs. Premalatha Samuel 
Evangelism – Mrs. Nirmala Stephen  
EanMe, Website Content, Facebook, Twitter & Instagram moderation – 
Mrs. Fabiola Jacob 
Weekly Bulletin (Pew Sheets) – Mrs. Kavita Edward 
Education Ministry (School) – Mrs. Gemina Martin 
 
 
 

Write to us! 
Do you have a comment on the articles, a 
fresh new idea or feedback about the EanMe 
that you would like to share with other 
readers? Mail it to 
stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com with 
‘EanMe MailBox’ in the subject. The best 
letters will be published in the next issue of the 
EanMe. 

 
 
 

mailto:stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com
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 FELLOWSHIP PROGRAMMES 
 

Sunday School : 
English:  Sunday – 8:00 am 

Tamil:  Sunday - 4 pm 

Tweens’ Fellowship : Sunday – 4:30 pm 

Women’s Fellowship : I and III Saturday - 5:00 pm 

Men’s Fellowship : II and IV Saturday - 6:30 pm 

Adults’ Fellowship : Sunday - 5:00 pm 

Hospital visit : II Sunday - 10:15 am 

 

 

 

 

PASTORATE  

COMMITTEE 

MEMBERS 

 

Mr. Ajit Stanley Moses 

Mr. S.P. Paul 

Mr. A. Arun Jacob 

Dr. Vijit Koshy Cherian 

Mrs. Saroja Bai J. 

Mrs. Susanna Premalatha Samuel 

Mrs. Sheeba Roshan 

Mr. Gerald Joshua Divyaprabhu 

Mr. Jewel Solomon Devanand 

Mrs. Nisha Jeethendra 

 

 

 

   

  

 

The Rt. Rev. Dr. J. George Stephen 
Bishop in Madras 

 

Rev. Dr. V. Paul Birla 
Presbyter-in-charge 

 
Mr. Milton Sigamoney 
Mr. Ajit Stanley Moses 

Lay Readers 

             Mr. Stephen Michael A. 
             Secretary 

Mr. Benjamin Hastings 
Treasurer 
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WORSHIP SERVICES – PLAN FOR JULY 2019 

Date and  
Time 

Day Services and Preacher Theme Stewards for Bible 
Reading and Offertory 

7.7.2019 
7:30 am 

 
 

6.00 pm 

Third Sunday 
after Trinity 

Stewardship 
Sunday 

 

 
Sung Eucharist: 
Celebrant:  Rev. Dr. V. Paul 
Birla 
Evensong: 
Sermon: Mr. Milton Sigamoney 

 
Giving without 
counting the 

cost 

Genesis 13: 8 - 18 
II Corinthians 8: 1 - 15 
Psalm 15 
St. Mark 14: 3 - 11 
 
Mr. & Mrs. Dhiraj 
Malhotra 
 

14.7.2019 
7:00 am 

 
 

8:15 am 
 

6.00 pm 

Fourth Sunday 
after Trinity 

 
Holy Eucharist: 
Celebrant:  Rev. Dr. V. Paul 
Birla 
Sung Matins: 
Rev. V. Paul Birla 
Holy Eucharist: 
Celebrant: Rev. Dr.  V. Paul 
Birla 

 
 

Theological 
education: 

making of the 
faithful 

Joshua 4: 1 - 9 
I Timothy 6: 11 - 16 
Psalm 1 
St. Matthew 13: 1 - 9 
 
Mr. & Mrs. Martin King  

21.7.2019 
7:30 am 

 
 

6.00 pm 

Fifth Sunday 
after Trinity 

Mission 
Festival 

 
Sung Eucharist: 
Celebrant:  Rev. Dr. V. Paul 
Birla 
Evensong: 
Sermon: Mr. Ajit Stanley Moses 

 
 

People of God:  
flock of Christ 

Genesis 35: 1 - 15 
Acts 16: 11 - 15 
Psalm 95 
St. John 10: 1 - 6 
  
Dr. & Mrs. Z. Edward 
Kennedy 
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28.7.2019 
7:30 am 

 
 

6.00 pm 

Sixth Sunday 
after Trinity  

Rapha Sunday 

 
Sung Eucharist: 
Celebrant:  Rev. Dr. V. Paul 
Birla 
Evensong: 
Sermon: Dr. Z. Edward Kennedy 

 
Messengers of 
God’s healing 

Genesis 20:4-7, 17,18 
Acts 3:1-10 
Psalm 103:1-13 
St. Matthew 15: 21-28 
 
Rapha team 


