
     Out of Harm’s Way! 

There we were fifty 10-year-old boys in the Minnesota midwinter cold, packed on a school 

bus headed for the downtown YMCA to go swimming. I can still sense the excitement, the 

“can hardly wait” anticipation. These were the days of owning the world. 

  

We soon arrived at the YMCA. Out of the bus, we ran through the cold, keeping up with 

each other’s speed, into the sounds and wet warmth of the building. We could smell the 

pool. We could hear it echo to us as we tore off our parkas, our boots, shirts and pants. 

 

I can still feel it. The event we had been waiting for, since Mrs. Elmquist announced it, 

five weeks ago. All there was to do now was run. And run we did. We actually flew into 

the water. I guess we never heard the commands to slow down, to wait for the teacher in 

charge, or to walk around to the other end of the pool where the depth was a reasonable 

three feet.  I couldn’t swim and was instantly under the heaviness of water at the deep end 

of the pool. I knew I was drowning. I had heard that one would surface three times. After 

the third gasp above water, down I would go, never to surface again.  Boy, was I scared. I 

surfaced for the first time. It was bright and noisy. I thought of yelling for help, but could 

not. Something inside stopped me. I sank again and resurfaced. Once more I thought it 

wise to yell “HELP”, but could not. They also say that on the third time under, you will 

see your life pass before your eyes and indeed I felt like mine did. My short life, only 10 

years old, did not take long to pass. It didn’t have too much to say. I committed to yell for 

help, on this the third rising. All of the sudden, I felt a curved hooking devise around my 

belly, lifting me clear out of the water and very gently placing me on the side of the pool. 

I never had a chance to meet my resolve and to finally ask for help. Still now, after 45 

years of life, I have needed the help of others often and asked for it seldom.  

 

 And yet I know that the hand of God surely curves around me, holds me strongly, and 

gently and places me on the side, out of harm's way.  

 
                                                                                                           Author Unknown 

 

Greetings and Warm welcome to everyone. A special word of welcome to 

those worshipping with us for the first time.  

Christianity without Discipleship is  

always Christianity without Christ. 
- DIETRICH BONHOFFER 

 

 

  

 

Sung Eucharist 7:30 AM 

 

Celebrant: 

 

 Rev. Dr. V. Birla Paul 

 

 

 

 St. Thomas English    

Church 
 Church of South India –Diocese of Madras 

       Santhome, Chennai-600 004 

 http://www.santhomeenglishchurch.org 

 

 

Even song 6:00 PM 

 

Message:  

 

Rev. Dr. V. Birla Paul 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Altar Flower , Bible Reading, 

& Offertory : Mrs. Nimmi & 

Mr. John Arayamutham & 

Family 

 

WORSHIP SERVICE 30th June 2019 
Let us worship our Lord through… 

 

Opening Hymn :    522 

 

Scripture Reading: 
Old Testament      I Kings 19: 11 - 21  

Epistle                    Romans 16: 3 - 16  

Responsive Reading Psalm 34: 11 - 22 

Gospel                      John 1: 35 - 42 

   

Announcement  

 

Meditation: “Make Disciples ” 

 

Offertory Hymn:   523 

Communion Hymn: 719, 720, 721 (A&M)  

Prayer  

 

Benediction  

Closing Hymn:       189 

Collect for the Third Sunday After Pentecost: 

Sovereign God, we thank you for your Son who 

commissioned us to be the disciples to go out and 

proclaim the Gospel, to make disciples of all nations and 

to demonstrate the reality of your love through word and 

deed. We humbly ask you to strengthen, equip and 

inspire each one of us for your service that we may 

joyfully serve you, sensitively proclaim you and 

faithfully express your love for all, through Jesus Christ 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit one God, now and for ever more. Amen. 

http://www.santhomeenglishchurch.org/


 

Responsive 

 Reading : 

Psalm 34 : 

 11 - 22 

 

Come, O children, listen to me; I will teach you the fear of the LORD. 

What man is there who desires life and loves many days, that he 

may see good? 
Keep your tongue from evil and your lips from speaking deceit. 

Turn away from evil and do good; seek peace and pursue it. 
The eyes of the LORD are toward the righteous and his ears toward 

their cry. 

The face of the LORD is against those who do evil, to cut off the 

memory of them from the earth. 
When the righteous cry for help, the LORD hears and delivers them 

out of all their troubles. 

The LORD is near to the brokenhearted and saves the crushed in 

spirit. 

Many are the afflictions of the righteous, but the LORD delivers him 

out of them all. 

He keeps all his bones; not one of them is broken. 

Affliction will slay the wicked, and those who hate the righteous will 

be condemned. 

The LORD redeems the life of his servants; none of those who take 

refuge in him will be condemned. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without 

end. Amen. 

As announced earlier, we would like to remind our Congregation about the sickness of Mr. 
Arockiasamy, our Cemetery Caretaker, and to contribute generously towards his medical 
help. 
"In the last PC Meeting, we had decided to celebrate our mission festival on the 3rd Sunday 
of July'2019 (i.e., 21.07.2019). The convener for this years' mission festival would be 
Mr.Deepak Rathnam. Request each one of our parishner to pray & participate in this mission 
festival. Also, kindly lend your support to Mr.Deepak Rathnam, when he approaches you for 
this purpose." 

Birthdays  

 

30th  June   Mr. G. S. S. Rajkumar 

     Master Bevin Subash 

2nd   July     Mrs. Grace Gnanadoss 

     Miss. Joanna Shreya Dhyriam 

     Master Santhosh Dhyriam 

     Master Asher Aryan Paul (USA) 

     Mr. Ashvin Jacinth 

     Mrs. Renuka Iswariah 

     Mrs. Sharmila Shanthakumar 

3rd  July     Mr. C. Godwin 

5th  July     Mrs. Flora Stephen 

     Mr. Jordan Pratheek Ignatius 

     Mr. J. E. Abraham Sundaresan 

Wedding 

Anniversaries 

30th  June  Mrs. Nimmi & Mr. John Aravamuthan 

hanks Giving 

Song 

 

Go now in peace (Don Besig, Nancy Price) 

Go now in peace, never be afraid. 

God will go with you each hour of ev’ry day 

Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true 

Know He will guide you in all you do. 

  

Go now in love, and show you believe 

Reach out to others so all the world can see 

God will be there watching from above 

Go now in peace, in faith and in love. Amen. 

 

Preparatory 

Song  

 

The Servant King (Graham Kendrick) 

From heaven You came, helpless Babe,  

Entered our world, Your glory veiled;  

Not to be served but to serve, 

And give Your life that we might live. 

 

This is our God, the Servant King, 

He calls us now to follow Him, 

To bring our lives as a daily offering 

Of worship to the Servant King. 

  

Come, see His hands and His feet, 

The scars that speak of sacrifice, 

Hands that flung stars into space 

To cruel nails surrendered. 

  

So let us learn how to serve, 

And in our lives enthrone Him; 

Each other's needs to prefer, 

For it is Christ we're serving. 



 

 

 


