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My dear parishioners, 
 
Give thanks to the Lord, sing to Him, sing praises to 
Him says Psalm 105:1,2. In this song the Psalmist 
states various reasons why we should be thankful to 
the Lord.  
 
First because of His wonders. He has performed 
mighty deeds in a miraculous way and so we must 
bring praises unto Him. Secondly, we should think of 

His faithfulness. Thirdly, His kindness towards us deserves it. God 
Almighty is faithful in His covenant forever; the covenant that He made 
with Abraham – to you I will give the land of Canaan as the portion you 
will inherit. Verse 8-11. The Psalmist then recollects how the Lord 
protected the Israelites during the famine while they were in Egypt by 
raising Joseph, how He made them fruitful in Egypt even though they 
were oppressed, how through Moses and Aaron He worked wonders and 
how He delivered them from the hands of Pharaoh and led them through 
the wilderness, how He provided them Manna and quail and water from 
the rock, Verse 12-41, every day all the forty years.  
 
The Bible is clear in instructing us to give thanks in everything. When 
darkest clouds were accumulating around Him, Jesus rejoiced in spirit 
and said I thank Thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth. When Paul 
and Silas were bleeding from cruel stripes in the inner prison, they 
prayed and sang praises to God.  
 
A radiant face, thankful songs, victorious praise will speak for God, as no 
words could speak. It will be a soothing remedy for anxious heart and 
depressed soul. It is good as well encouraging for others, in reviving 
them spiritually. Let us carefully and continuously express our habitual 
cheerfulness by remembering God’s unfailing help and love. Let us 
cautiously avoid every utterance of discontent or discouragement. Let us 
lead a life of Joy filled with songs of gratitude and show forth complete 
commitment and devotion to our living God.  
 
A very big thanks!  Dear friends as I write this letter, I’m experiencing an 
intense pain within myself, as this is my last official letter to my loving 
parishioners of St. Thomas English Church. On the other hand, when I 
turn back and see the path in which I was led, I gratefully bring praises 
unto my Lord. Five years ago, when we entered this our church 
compound, we first went into the church, and at the Altar we knelt down 
as a family and offered ourselves for a fruitful ministry here.   As we are 
completing five years, we stand before God with awe and wonder saying 
‘Hallelujah’! Definitely He blessed our ministry and kept us as a blessing 
to you all.  
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I can humbly acknowledge joining with Psalmist; He is a mighty God who 
performs wonders and miraculous things. I cannot or would not put 
myself before everything saying I achieved it. By giving honour to God I 
would like to express that God only stood on my side and did everything 
on my behalf! I am so grateful to my God for giving me such a wonderful 
church, affectionate people and the joyous time together in the ministry.  
To mention a few: 

• Our church’s 175th – Quarto-septennial year-long celebration with 
unique programmes like St. Thomas tour, STEC weddings, 
Irusamanallur village church building project, mission field visits, St. 
Thomas Day celebration, unveiling of Robert Carver’s and Apostle St. 
Thomas’s portraits, honouring the Presbyters who served in this 
church and so on 

• Complete revamping of our church-run Nursery and Primary school in 
the administration as well as functioning 

• The multi-purpose hall 

• Upper false roofing of our church building preventing rainwater 
leakage and noise pollution 

• Erecting an artistic monument proclaiming and acknowledging the 
faithfulness of our God towards us for the past 175 years and so 
many other facilities in the church compound 

With great satisfaction and joy I would like to say that God enabled these 
things to happen during my period and these things were achieved 
through the enthusiastic support and co-operation of the wonderful 
people that God has given to me and above all of course through the 
power, grace and guidance of our God Almighty. I give all glory to Him 
alone.  
 
As a family we enjoyed our ministry here – the blessed worship services, 
wonderful fellowship and joyous fun. We relished your true love, 
affectionate care and supportive hands very much, which really 
encouraged us in our ministry and commitment. 
  
As we move to the next place, we gratefully remember all the good 
things that we enjoyed in this place and that is going to be in our minds 
as evergreen memories. If at all there were any things that disturbed us, 
we solemnly acknowledge it was from God to mould us, make us better 
and worthy in His sight.  
 
We as a family would like to express our big thanks to each and every 
one of you for what you were to us. Continue to pray for us and we 
assure our prayers for you all. Goodbye! God bless. 
 
Yours in His joyful service, 
Rev. D. Richard Ambrose Jebakumar 
Presbyter and Chairman – PC 
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BRIDGING THE GAP 
 

Remember those old British clubs that barred 
the entry of ‘Indians and dogs’ during the Raj, 
and how we used to rage over it? Well, I saw 
something similar on Twitter the other day, 
that was equally shocking or worse. It was a 

poster stuck outside an elevator in an apartment in suburban Mumbai 
that said ‘Servants and pets not allowed in the lift’!  
 
Things don’t seem to have changed much after all, and such 
discrimination is rampant even in our city! Even at this moment as we are 
trying to fight communal forces with the ballot, it’s important that as 
Christians we unite and shed all prejudices to emerge victorious. For we 
read in Galatians 3:28, “There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave 
nor free, nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ 
Jesus.” 
 
Breaking walls down 
The Samaritan woman whom Jesus met at the well had a similar 
difficulty with discrimination, as the Jews had nothing to do with 
Samaritans. When Jesus asked her for a drink, she said, “You are a Jew 
and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a drink?” (John 
4:9). But as she began to open up to Jesus, she had a life-changing 
experience that positively affected her and her neighbours (39-42). Jesus 
became the bridge that broke the wall of hostility and favouritism. 
 
Looking back, Jewish-Samaritan tension had a long history. When Israel 
was overrun by Assyria (743-720 BC; 2 Kings 15-18), most of the people 
were taken into exile, but a small remnant stayed behind under Assyrian 
rule. In the ensuing years, these populations intermarried, producing the 
ethnically mixed group known as Samaritans. This perceived ethnic 
“impurity” was the reason why the Jews considered Samaritans inferior 
to them. 
 
Fighting hatred with humility 
Today, the temptation to discriminate is real, and we need to identify it in 
our lives too. 
 
Jesus showed us the ultimate example of humility by His life on earth. 
God’s Word tells us, “In your relationships with one another, have the 
same mindset as Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, did not 
consider equality with God something to be used to His own advantage; 
rather, he made Himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant” 
(Philippians 2:5-7). 
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As the apostle Paul says in his letter to the church at Ephesus, we are 
called to work for peace and unity through God’s Spirit, donning the 
garments of gentleness, humility, and patience. The Lord yearns for us to 
be united, and through His Spirit He can bring His people together. 

 
Fabiola Jacob 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Announcement – Subscription Covers 
 
The CSI Synod Council has recently made a few important Amendments 
in the Pastorate Constitution, and we are expected to follow the same. 
All families in our Parish are expected to get a second subscription cover 
for their spouses. The covers are ready and kept at the Church entrance. 
You are requested to kindly collect the same and start offering the 
second subscription cover along with the first, from April 2019 onwards. 

Pastorate Committee 
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Gracing our cover this month is the majestic St. Paul’s 
Church, Megnanapuram, in Tuticorin district of Tamil 
Nadu, photographed by Ranjini Inbaraj. 
 
About the Church 
Towering over the streets of Megnanapuram village, St. 
Paul’s Church, with its 192 ft high imposing steeple is 

one of the stateliest Churches in India. This village was the mission field 
of Rev. C. T. E. Rhenius, who changed the name ‘Neduvilai’ into 
‘Meignanapuram’ (True Wisdom) on 7 March 1830. It was on Christmas 
Day in 1837, when the redoubtable John Thomas (featured in ‘Heroes of 
Faith’ in our January 2015 issue), set foot on the village and took it to his 
heart, that its development began. With a good working knowledge of 
architecture and a remarkable taste in designing and town planning, 
John Thomas laid out a new village with broad streets, overcame some 
sanitary difficulties, erected schools and a Church of real magnificence. 
(Do read `Bookshelf’ on page 27). 
 
At Megnanapuram, John Thomas dug wells and created an oasis in the 
midst of a sandy desert. Hard-working and loving, he converted many to 
the Christian faith. He dreamed of a massive and imposing Church which 
would be a tribute of praise to God’s blessings. In 1847, he constructed 
the magnificent St. Paul’s Church in Victorian-Gothic style that for many 
years had the tallest church spire in India. The imposing steeple (192 
feet high) designed by a London architect Hussey, rose slowly into the 
skies and was dedicated amidst scenes of jubilation on 9 October 1868 
in the presence of Lord Napier, Governor of Madras. 
  
The congregation was well nurtured by the systematic ministry of Rev. 
John Thomas. He started the Boarding School for Boys in 1844 which 
was to be a forerunner of similar schools which sprung up in Dohnavur 
and other places. By 1857, he reported 5,500 Christians in the district, 
and a mass movement increased the number to over 10,000 two years 
later. He developed a network of schools and reported the presence of 
Christians in 125 villages in 1868.  
 
On 28 March 1870, he quietly departed from this world and his mortal 
remains were interred so fittingly in the precincts of the magnificent 
church which he planted. John Thomas left behind a Christian 
community that continued to grow and mature long after the British Raj 
came to an end. And to this day, a large festive communal meal called 
asanam in Tamil, is held in January every year at St. Paul’s Church, 
Megnanapuram in his memory, and is attended in large numbers by the 
natives of Megnanapuram, now settled all over the world. 
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ANGELIC MOTHER 

A parent was reading a bedtime story to the little 
daughter one night, 
The story was of Angels helping children in danger 
that they cannot fight; 
The Angels brought them home and also to places of safety, 
The little girl was very impressed by the Angels’ stories that were lofty. 
 
She wished to meet at least one Angel someday, 
She wanted to befriend an Angel and know her name if she may; 
She was told that to find the names of Angels it would be hard for her, 
But one Angel’s name was known, and it is, ‘Mother’. 

Prema Jeyasunder 

 

 

MOTHER’S DAY GIFTS 

"Three sons left home, went out on their own and 
prospered. Getting back together, they discussed the 
gifts that they were able to give to their elderly mother. 

The first said: "I built a big house for our mother." 

The second said: "I sent her a Mercedes with a driver." 

The third said: "I've got you both beat. You know how Mom enjoys the 
Bible and you know she can't see very well. I sent her a brown parrot that 
can recite the entire Bible. It took twenty monks in a monastery 12 years 
to teach him. I had to pledge to contribute $100,000 a year for twenty 
years but it was worth it. Mom just has to name the chapter and verse, 
and the parrot will recite it." 

Soon thereafter, Mom sent out her letters of thanks. 

She wrote to the first son: "Milton, the house you built is too big. I live in 
only one room, but I have to clean the whole house." 

She wrote to the second son: "Marvin, I am too old to travel. I stay home 
all the time, so I never used the Mercedes... and the driver is SO rude." 

She wrote to the third son: "Dearest Melvin, you were the only son to 
have the good sense to know what your mother likes... The chicken was 
delicious." 
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ALLELUIA 
 

‘Alleluia’ Christ is risen!  

 
Oh! Jerusalem, the Lord is risen 
indeed, as He foretold the disciples 
many a time. The tomb is empty. He is 
transformed as a seed. The sunshine 
on Calvary, where we thought death 
gained. Brightness surrounds the hill, 
where once darkness reigned. 
 

Alleluia! Listen daughters of Jerusalem, rejoice now, weep not for Him, 
He is alive. He is the Lord of true love. Though He came to die; He is 
risen to be with us forever. 
 
Alleluia! Oh! Soldiers of Rome, turn back and see the burial place is 
empty. Did you get frightened at night? You can no more play dice of His 
robes, your fake news will not survive, the Good News of God’s work, the 
disciples will tell. 
 
Alleluia! Oh! Spectators of Golgotha, pay attention to the crises of pain in 
and around the cross, still standing and watching the death of an 
innocent person, without objection. Rather choosing Barabbas, you 
remain only spectators to allow evil to grow and thrive. 
 
Alleluia! Listen Oh Disciples chosen by the Master great; to follow Him, 
no matter, the journey is hard or light. Where have you gone soon, 
except John. To flee from battle which the shepherd stood to fight. Come 
back to the empty grave and run to Galilee again. It is time to begin from 
where you started. It is time to gain. 
 
Alleluia! Listen oh Pharisees and Scribes and Priests High, you have 
thought that everything is over on that Friday cruel. When the Son of 
Man died on the cross cried with a terrible sigh. Know that the truth is 
rising, lie cannot overtake truth. Darkness cannot defeat lighting. 
 
Alleluia! Listen, Oh! People of God, living around the globe. The story’s 
end is not Calvary, but the tomb is empty and bright. The wounds of the 
eternal King are even now seen on his robe. Blessed are we, who 
without seeing, believe the King of might. 
 
“Be Watchful” Jesus comes at the end, to judge with His crew. 
Courageously “moving forward in trust and humble abandonment in God” 
by placing ourselves in God’s hands, aware of being “small and weak 
instruments” we can accomplish great works and allow His Kingdom – a 
Kingdom of justice, peace and joy in the Spirit to progress. 
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His “Commandment” is covering all of us small or great, now and ever. 
 
This will be a thoughtful decision and a real accomplishment of the 
seasons we have been passing during “Lent” - Maundy Thursday, Good 
Friday and finally the “glorious Easter Sunday”. 
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen” 

Collected from ‘New Leader’ by S. Gnanaoli David 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

TEN PRINCIPLES OF MOTHERHOOD... 

• To be in your children's memories tomorrow, 
you have to be in their lives today. 

• The smartest advice on raising children is to 
enjoy them while they are still on your side. 

• Raising a teenager is like nailing Jell-O a tree. 

• Life's golden age is when the kids are too old to need baby-sitters 
and too young to borrow the family car. 

• There are three ways to get something done: Do it yourself, hire 
someone to do it, or forbid your children to do it. 

• Cleaning your house while your kids are at home is like trying to 
shovel the driveway during a snowstorm. 

• Money isn't everything, but it sure keeps the kids in touch. 

• Adolescence is the age at which children stop asking questions 
because they know all the answers. 

• An alarm clock is a device for awakening people who don't have 
small children. 

• Kids really brighten a household; they never turn off any lights. 
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FESTIVAL OF FAITH 2019 –  
A REPORT 

 
The Bible records Abel as a hero faith. In 
Hebrew 11:4 we see that God 
commended him for the honest offering 
made by him. Is it not amazing to know 

that we too can be commended by God as Heroes of faith, by making a 
better offering like Abel? 
 
This year, STEC celebrated the Festival of Faith on 28 April 2019, the 
Sunday after Easter - a suitable day to celebrate the festival! Our mission 
was to reach out to fulfil the needs of rural church projects.  
 
It was a wonderful morning worship, along with the children of the VBS 
singing a song about Jesus calming the Storm. It was an appropriate 
song for the day’s celebrations. Our Guest speaker Prof. Samuel 
Sukumar conveyed a message on faith and commended the Church for 
its activities of faith for reaching others with the Gospel. 
 
After the worship, a small sale was organized at our multipurpose hall, 
where Stalls were put up by the Fellowship Groups and fellow members 
of our church. Starting with a delicious breakfast, every moment of the 
Sale was enjoyable with cakes, snacks, juice etc. The Men’s Fellowship 
stood first with an outstanding collection followed by the Rapha 
Fellowship. And of course, the Biriyani was unforgettable. 
 
It does not matter how much funds were raised, but it does matter that 
God has raised Heroes of Faith in our Church too! Glory be to God!  
 

Zibiah Thiraviaraj 

 
 

Lionhearted 
Edward, a big-game hunter, goes on safari in Kenya 
with his wife, Frances and his mother-in-law, Agnes.  
One evening, while still deep in the jungle, Frances 
awakes to find her mother, Agnes, has disappeared. 
Rushing to Edward, she insists on them both trying 
to find her mother. Sighing heavily, Edward picks up 
his rifle and starts to search for Agnes.  
Soon, in a clearing not far from the camp, they come upon a frightening 
sight. Agnes, the mother-in-law is backed up against a thick, 
impenetrable bush, and a large male lion is standing facing her. Frances 
cries out in panic, ‘Edward, what are we going to do?' 'Nothing,' explains 
Edward calmly. 'Absolutely nothing, my dearest. The lion got himself into 
this mess, let him get himself out of it.' 
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STEC LENTEN RETREAT 
 
Our annual Lenten retreat commenced 
during the 7:30 a.m. worship service on 
Sunday, 7 April 2019, and continued till lunch 
time. 
 
Rev. B. J. Premiah, the special speaker at 
the Sunday morning worship service and the 
Lenten Retreat, spoke on the “Paradox of the Cross” during the 7:30 
a.m. service, and explained how the ‘Cross’ is a historical reality, the 
‘Cross’ is a paradoxical reality and the ‘Cross’ is a victorious reality. The 
power of God is demonstrated on the cross, and that the powerlessness 
of God is stronger than the strength of man. 
 
The main retreat (after the morning service) began with a short time of 
worship, based on songs about the cross.  
 
Session I - Four symbols of the cross 
Images that signify the cross: 

• Cross is a magnet – Just like a piece of iron, which is drawn to the 
magnet, the cross draws people to Jesus. (Hosea 11:4) 

• Cross is a mirror – The cross becomes a mirror to expose our 
untidiness and our wretchedness. (Col 2: 14-15)  

• Cross is wood – Just as the bitter water turned sweet by a piece of 
wood, the cross can change bitterness to sweetness. (Ruth 1: 11-12) 

• Cross is a bridge – Reconciliation becomes possible, when the cross 
becomes a bridge to access God. (Ephesians 2:13) 

 
Session II – Exchange offer at the cross  

• Sin & righteousness – We are a justified people, not justifying. Self-
justification is a filthy rag. (I John 3:5, I Peter 2:22) 

• Poverty & riches - grace... God’s riches at Christ’s expense. We may 
think we are rich, but we are spiritually poor. (Isaiah 61:10) 

• Curse & blessings – Today we are a blessed people because Jesus 
took our curse on the cross. (Zachariah 8:13) 

• Punishment & forgiveness – We should have been chastised and 
condemned, but Jesus took the punishment upon Himself instead of 
us. (Isaiah 53: 5) 
 
o Nature of forgiveness 

It is forGIVEN – Forgiveness cannot be earned but is freely given by 
God. 

o Foundation of forgiveness 
FORgiveness – Christ died for our sins, so forgiveness comes from 
shedding His blood. 
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o Choice of forgiveness  
You can either receive fORgiveness or reject it. Of the two thieves at the 
cross, one received it, and the other rejected it. 

o Application of forgiveness  
The ‘I’ in forgiveness denotes two things: For ‘Eye’ trouble, we need to 
go to an eye doctor, but for “I” trouble, come to the cross. 
 

o Extension of forgiveness  
We, as Christians and children of God, are required to extend 
forgiveness to others.  
We are called to grow from me to others! 
 
Application: 

• Are we connected / reconciled to God? 

• Are we justified or justifying? 

• Forgiveness...what is our choice? Do we receive it or reject it? 
 
Rev. B J Premiah in conclusion, asked us to ponder over the questions 
and how we can apply it in our life. The retreat was well-attended and it 
was a good opportunity during the Lenten season to reflect on the cross 
and its absolute significance. 
 

Shobana Soundarapandian 
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GOOD PARENTING IS THE NEED OF THE HOUR! 
 
Children always love to steal mangoes from the mango grove during 
summer vacation.  They probably feel stolen mangoes taste better.  One 
day, the boys of a small town climbed up the trees and plucked mangoes 
to eat.  All of a sudden, the gardener came out of the blue with a cane to 
chase them away.  But unfortunately, Clement, who was rather bulky 
could not run fast like the other students.  So, he was caught red handed 
by the gardener.  Instead of beating him, the gardener wanted to report it 
to his father.  So he said, “I won’t leave you.  You take me to your dad 
and I want to report to him!” 
 
Clement said, “No no uncle… Please leave me!”  The conversation went 
on and on but the boy never budged.  Finally, the gardener said, “Ok… 
at least, show me your dad from a distance and I’ll do the reporting.”  
Clement agreed and took the gardener to the fifth tree and showed his 
dad who was stealing at the top.  The gardener stood spellbound and 
Clement ran away.  Yes… Children learn more from what you are than 
what you teach! 
 
I wanted to bring up my children in a disciplined manner.  So I bought an 
imported parenting book.  One day, to my bewilderment, I saw my 
daughter reading it.  I asked her, “Why do you read this?”  She replied, 
“I’m checking whether you are doing your part right!”  Yes, child is the 
father of man! 
 
Nowadays parenting is a herculean and delicate task especially when 
both the parents are working.  We must spend quality time with children 
and change their bad behavior through affection and prayer.  “Fathers, 
do not provoke your children to anger but bring them up in the discipline 
and instruction of the Lord!”—Eph. 6:4. 
 
Our greatest concern for our children should be that they grow to love 
God above anything else.  We must teach Bible stories and moral values 
diligently in our home, as stated in Deut. 6:7.  We should be smart and 
tactful in inculcating discipline in our children with the help of prayer.  If it 
is accomplished, the disciplined children would delight our hearts. (Prov. 
29:17)   
 
Children should learn Bible verses and memorize them meaningfully in 
their early age because spiritual food is more important than physical 
food.  His words should not depart out of the mouth of our offspring, as 
per Isaiah 59:20-21. Above all, it is the word of God that can offer us 
wisdom and encouragement to bring up our children. Beware… If we 
miss our duty, the devil is waiting to devour their souls! 
“Train a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not 
depart from it.”—Prov. 22:6 

Ventriloquist Shanthakumar
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 ‘HIDE THEM IN YOUR HEART' - A SCRIPTURE CHALLENGE!  
 
Can you memorize St. Matthew 5:3-12 before 26 May 2019? 
 
If this offer appeals to you, please approach 
Roshan Soundarapandian (Mobile No: 
98403 88365) - a surprise awaits you! 
The winners will be announced in next 
month's EanMe!  
Of course, prizes would follow! 
Anyone can rise to the opportunity - no age 
limit – all the best! 
 
Winners: 
 

Name 
Jan 2019 Feb 2019 March 2019 April 2019 

Psalm 51 Psalm 24 Psalm 46 I Cor 13 

Iris Manoharan    

Ranjini Inbaraj    

Aria Manoharan    

Keturah Manoharan    

Felicia Williams    

Jaden Johnsson Dhyriam    

Jonathan Ethan Dhyriam    

Jonathan Roopsingh    

Jeremy Roopsingh    

Mercy Roshan    

Zoey Joanna Emmanuel    

Joshua Emmanuel    

Priya Muller    

Jadon Titus Muller    

Latha Chittaranjan    

Zibia Thiraviaraj    

Ezekiel David    
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A REPORT ON THE TAMIL 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 

 
Another short term of interesting 
classes came to an end on a 
happy note this April. 
 
Children enjoyed the lessons on 
the focused study of the Passion 
of Christ. Creative worksheets and 

study material of the yesteryears were utilised to bring the message of 
Salvation closer and dearer to the children. 
 
The kids also enjoyed organised games and self-play sessions before 
the classes began. New songs in English and Tamil were taught. 
Competitions and games were held to entertain them just before Easter. 
Prizes were awarded to the winners. 
 
On April 7, 2019 - Mrs. Lillian Richard, our dynamic Pastoramma brought 
a special message to the children and gave away Easter eggs and gifts 
to the children as it was the last working day of the term. 
 
We thank God for being gracious towards us and making our ministry 
worthwhile yet again. 

Sheeba Roshan 

  
 

There was a painter named Jack, who was very interested 
in making money where he could.  So he often would thin 
down his paint to maximize his profit.  He got away with 
this for quite some time without any impediment.  
Eventually, the local church decided to do a big restoration 

project.  Jack put in a painting bid and because his price was so 
competitive, he got the job. 

And so he started the work of buying the paint and thinning it down with 
turpentine.  Jack almost completed the job, when suddenly there was a 
horrendous thunder.  The sky opened and the rain poured down, 
washing the thin paint from all over the church and knocking Jack off the 
scaffold to land on the lawn.  Jack was no fool. He knew this was a 
judgment from the Almighty and so he fell on his knees and cried, "Oh, 
God! Forgive me! What should I do?"  

And from the thunder, a mighty Voice spoke, "Repaint! Repaint! And thin 
no more!" 

Ventriloquist Shanthakumar 
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STEC MEN’S FELLOWSHIP – BIBLE STUDY 
WHO’S WHO IN THE BIBLE – “SATAN” 

(Planned for discussion during the month of May 
2019 by the late Convenor of the Men’s Fellowship, 
Mr. Manoharan Gnanaolivu, who left for his heavenly 

abode on 13 October 2018.This is the last article in this series) 
 
“SATAN” is a Hebrew word meaning –’ adversary’, ‘accuser’, or 
‘slanderer’. Greek word is ‘diabolos’, from which the English word ‘devil’ 
is derived. Satan is introduced in the Bible even in the Garden of Eden, 
as the Serpent who cheated Adam and Eve and is portrayed as an 
‘adversary’ to God. Satan was named Beelzebub by the Pharisees when 
they claimed that Jesus was driving out demons only by Beelzebub, the 
prince of demons [Mat.12:24]. Paul uses yet another name –” What is 
there between Christ and Belial?”—[2Co.6:15]. In intertestamental 
literature, Satan is called Beliar, Mastema, Sammael and Sameyay. 
Satan is also known as a number—” His number is 666”- [Rev.13:18]. 
This number could not be explained so far. 
 
Satan, standing around the throne of the Lord in heaven accuses Job 
and Joshua and also torments the people of God on various occasions— 

• Standing before the Lord, Satan accused Job on various 
aspects, viewing the life of Job with a jaundiced and ‘accusatory’ 
eye, but acts within the limits permitted by God. [Job.1:6—
12,2:1—6]. 

• Prophet Zechariah’s fourth vision depicts “Joshua, the High 
Priest, standing before the angel of the Lord and Satan standing 
on his right side to accuse him” [Ze.3:1—10]. However, God 
acquitted Joshua and rebuked Satan. 

• “Saul tormented by the evil spirits“ - [1 Sa.16:14].  

• As an ‘adversary’ of David and Israel “Satan rose up against 
Israel and incited David to take a census of Israel” [1Ch.21:1]. 
This angered the Lord. “So, the Lord sent a plague on Israel and 
70,000 men of Israel fell dead.” [1Ch.21:14]. 

 
The period of 400 years between the Old and New Testament was an 
unhappy time of oppression by foreign rulers and internal strife for the 
Jewish people. People came to understand Satan as a far more 
dominant and ferocious figure ruling the vast demonic empire of this 
world. Satan is also portrayed as a dragon, demon or other ferocious 
animal. 
 
The Lord even allowed Satan to tempt Jesus to commit sin, when at the 
start of His public ministry, Jesus was led into the desert for 40 days by 
divine intent. Jesus defeated Satan by using a weapon, which all of us 
have even today at our disposal — “The Word of God” [Mat.4:1—11]. 
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Jesus Himself, on various occasions, has cast out evil spirits (Satan) that 
possessed people. This was a frontal attack of Jesus on the pervasive 
rule of Satan in this world: 

• Two men from Gadara possessed with evil spirit. [Mat.8:28—34]. 

• Mute demon possessed man. [Mat.9:32,33]. 

• Blind and mute demon possessed man. [Mat.12:22]. 

• Boy with a demon. [Mat.17:14—18]. 

• Possessed man in synagogue. [Mk.1:23-26]. 

• Woman crippled by evil spirit. [Lk.13:11-13]. 
 
Even the 72 disciples sent out by Jesus to preach the kingdom of God 
returned with joy, exclaiming “even the demons are subject to us, in Your 
Name” [Lk. 10:17]. Satan’s control over Judas Iscariot, which made him 
betray Jesus is brought out clearly in all Gospels —“Then Satan entered 
Judas, called Iscariot, one of the twelve. And Judas went to the Chief 
Priests and discussed with them how he might betray Jesus” [Luk.22:34]. 
See also Jh.13:2,27. 
 
Satan is involved even when we tell a lie. Love for money led to the first 
lie in the early life of the church. Ananias was scolded by Peter “Ananias, 
how is it Satan has so filled your heart that you have lied?” [Ac.5:3]. We 
know the sad episode of what happened —both Ananias and his wife 
died. 
 
Jesus while explaining to His disciples the Parable of the Sower says 
“Some people are like seed along the path, where the Word of God is 
sown. As soon as they hear it, Satan comes and takes away the Word 
that was sown in them.” [Mk.4:15]. We have to beware of this happening 
to us. 
 
Paul in his letters to Corinthians and Romans, condemning a case of 
incest suggests to the Corinthians -”This immoral man to be handed over 
to Satan, to destroy his sinful nature”. That is to excommunicate from the 
church, so that he will repent [1Cor.5:5]. Blessing the Romans writes—
“The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet” [Rom.16:20]—
referring to the Lord God’s curse on the serpent in the Garden of Eden 
[Gen.3:14]. 
 
Paul referring to his weakness says - “There was given me a thorn in the 
flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me.” Christ’s better solution for 
Paul’s complaint was to offset human weakness by the divine power, 
when he said “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made 
perfect in weakness.” [2Cor.12:7-9]. 

Manoharan Gnanaolivu 
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL IN INDIA 
 

“Let the children come to me! Do not stop them 
because the Kingdom of Heaven belongs to 
these.” St. Mark 10:14 
May is the month of summer holidays and 
Vacation Bible School (VBS) in India. It is one of 

the many ways in which Jesus is seeking to bring children and youth into 
his kingdom. The initials, VBS, can be explained thus: 
V- a school conducted during a vacation period. 
B- a school following a Bible-centered course of study. 
S- a school maintaining a regular schedule. 
 
VBS History 
In summer of 1898, Dr. Hawes and his wife Eliza who had moved to New 
York to practice medicine sought to reach out to the large number 
immigrant children in the neighbourhood. A member of the Epiphany 
Baptist Church, she rented out a hall and offered an "Everyday Bible 
School" with a program of worship, music, Bible stories and scripture 
memorization, games, crafts, drawing, cooking, etc. By the time Mrs. 
Hawes retired in 1901, she was overseeing seven separate schools and 
her successful program was imitated by many denominations. 
 
In India, the work of the Vacation Bible School, Bangalore began through 
a department of the South Indian Biblical Seminary (SIBS - formerly the 
South India Bible Institute - SIBI), Bangarapet, Kolar District, Karnataka. 
  
In 1952, missionaries Mrs. Mary Hamilton and Miss. Margon challenged 
a few of their SIBS students to reach out to children. Mary Hamilton had 
a deep concern for the children on the streets in the hot summer and she 
thought of reaching them for the Lord. And so, she endeavoured to do 
something for these children. A few gifted young people like P. Samuel, 
Sam Kamaleson, Theodore Williams, Fred Gokavi, Ms Edith Morgan and 
few others from South India Biblical Institute galvanized her concern into 
action and organized a program for 75 children at Kovilpatti (a village in 
Tamil Nadu) and taught them stories from the Bible. Thus, the first VBS 
was born in 1952. 
 
The SIBI team consisting of some of the staff and students taught songs 
and Bible stories under trees and verandahs. Steadily but surely, VBS 
had become very popular among Churches in Tamil Nadu. The first VBS 
in Kerala was organized in Mallappally in 1956. 
 
About the Hamiltons 
Rev. Lester John Hamilton and Mrs. Mary Hamilton were American 
missionaries who arrived in India in 1951 and were given only a brief 
period of language study before being plunged into the activities of the 
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South India Bible Institute in Bangarapet, Kolar District, Karnataka. But 
they both continued to learn Kannada throughout their ministry in India, 
and found themselves quite at home with the language. Rev. and Mrs. 
Hamilton were teachers in the South India Biblical Institute (SIBI) in 
Bangarapet, in Karnataka. 
 
Mary Hamilton urged her students at the South India Biblical Institute to 
organize summer Bible classes for children, and the first VBS was born 
in 1952. Steadily but surely, it gained popularity among Churches in 
Tamil Nadu. 
 
VBS Ministries 
Watching the impact of VBS on Children, the South India Bible Institute 
gave cognizance to this movement, by making it a part of their applied 
activities, and making it into a branch of their programs. Mrs. Mary 
Hamilton gave shape and features to this moment. She produced the 
first syllabus, trained the SIBS students and formed teams to different 
parts of India, besides involving herself in VBS training in different 
States.  
 
Lester and Mary began to sense God calling them to work full time with 
VBS. After 10 years of service at SIBI, the Hamiltons moved to 
Bangalore. Mary developed the VBS curriculum, while Lester designed 
VBS centers and constructed new ministry buildings in Bangalore. In a 
1971 ‘Call to Prayer’ article, Mary wrote: “The development of Vacation 
Bible School students into steady Christian leaders is one of the sweet 
rewards of this ministry.” Just 14 years after the first VBS was held on 
SIBI’s campus, over 50,000 children were regularly participating in VBS 
programs. 
 
Even though the Hamilton’s turned over the leadership of the VBS office 
into national hands, they continued to remain involved with it and gave 
their time and assistance until they left India. Lester and Mary officially 
retired in 1986 after 35 years of service in India. Lester passed away on 
29 December, 2009, at the age of 88. Mary passed away on 12 August, 
2013, at the age of 89. 
 
They both were highly talented and have enriched the lives of many who 
came in contact with them. Their many and varied contributions to the 
ministries of South India Biblical Seminary and the Vacation Bible school 
movement will not be soon forgotten and we thank God for having 
brought them to serve in India.  
 
The ministry expanded beyond what anyone could have imagined, and 
today, over two million children are being reached annually, in 13 
different languages, throughout India and surrounding countries. 
  



23 

 

Thousands of children have come to know the Lord through VBS. In fact, 
the formation of several missionary movements like Friends Missionary 
Prayer Band, India Evangelical Mission, Kanyakumari Missionary 
Movement of CSI and many more arose because of VBS.  

Courtesy: 
www.vbsministries.org 

www.nalloorlibrary.com  

 
  

http://www.vbsministries.org/
http://www.nalloorlibrary.com/
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HOW GREAT THOU ART 
 

Southern Sweden was the place where “How 
great Thou art” had its beginning in 1886. It was 
written in the home of author and editor, Carl 
Boberg, a member of the Swedish Parliament 
from 1912 to 1931. The song was known in 
several countries before it finally reached the 
shores of the United States. 

 
Boberg said of the writing of his song, “It was in 1885, and in the time of 
year when everything seemed to be in its richest coloring; the birds were 
singing in trees and wherever they could find a perch. On a particular 
afternoon, some friends and I had been to Kronobäck where we had 
participated in an afternoon service. As we were returning a 
thunderstorm began to appear on the horizon. We hurried to shelter. 
There were loud claps of thunder, and the lighting flashed across the 
sky. Strong winds swept over the meadows and billowing fields of grain. 
However, the storm was soon over and the clear sky appeared with a 
beautiful rainbow. After reaching my home, I opened my window toward 
the sea. The church bells were playing the tune of a hymn. That same 
evening I wrote a poem which I titled, ‘O Store Gud’” (How great Thou 
art).” 
 
The poem was later set to a Swedish folk tune. In 1907, Manfred von 
Glehn translated it into German, and five years later a Russian pastor, 
Ivan Prokhanoff, made a Russian adaptation. 
 
In the early 1920s, the Rev. and Mrs. Stuart K. Hine left their home in 
England and went to Poland as missionaries. It was there they learned 
the Russian version of Boberg’s song, “O Store Gud.” Hine then wrote 
original English lyrics and made his own arrangement of the Swedish 
melody. And so we now have “How Great Thou Art.” 
 
J. Edwin Orr introduced Hine’s translation of “How great Thou art” to 
audiences in the United States. A short time later, in 1957, it began its 
orbit around the world by way of the Billy Graham New York City 
Crusade where it was sung 99 times. 
 
O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder 
Consider all the worlds Thy hands have made 
I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder 
Thy power throughout the universe displayed 
 
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to Thee 
How great Thou art, how great Thou art 
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to Thee 
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How great Thou art, how great Thou art! 
 
When through the woods, and forest glades I wander 
And hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees 
When I look down, from lofty mountain grandeur 
And see the brook, and feel the gentle breeze 
 
And when I think, that God, His Son not sparing 
Sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in 
That on the Cross, my burden gladly bearing 
He bled and died to take away my sin 
 
When Christ shall come, with shout of acclamation 
And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart 
Then I shall bow, in humble adoration 
And there proclaim: "My God, how great Thou art!" 
 

 
 
 
GEMS FROM THE BIBLE 
  
Put them in your heart-bank – 
memorize and use them! 

• Try hard to live without sinning and 

be at peace with everyone. – II Peter 3:14 

• God is love. – I John 4:7 

• From this day I will bless you. – Haggai 2:19 

• Think about things that are pure and lovely. – Phil 4:8 

• Remind each other of God’s goodness and be thankful – Ephesians 

5:4 

Premella Soundarapandian 

 
 

God’s sovereign control is complete, not 
partial. It governs every aspect of nature, every 
aspect of history, every aspect of personal life. 
Nothing, absolutely nothing, is outside God’s 
sovereign governance – John Piper 

 
Two applications of God’s total sovereignty to the lives of His people: 

1. We have nothing to fear in this world 
2. We have no place for pride 
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G. CAMPBELL MORGAN – 
“A PREACHER COME FROM GOD” 

 
George Campbell Morgan was born in the 
small village of Tetbury, England, in 1863 to godly Christian parents. 
Often, he went with his father to hear well-known preachers who arrived 
in the area, and on one of those occasions in 1873, Morgan heard D. L. 
Moody and Ira Sankey for the first time. His childhood companion, his 
sister Lizzie, died at 12 years of age when Morgan was eight. He was a 
born preacher, and one of his favorite childhood activities was preaching 
to Lizzie and her dolls. He preached his first official sermon on Sunday, 
August 27, 1876, to the small congregation at Monmouth Methodist 
Church. He was 13 years old. He preached on salvation from a variety of 
texts. Morgan returned to this congregation 60 years later for a jubilee 
service held in his honour and preached from the same pulpit out of the 
same text. 
 
Morgan attended school and was taught by a firm but capable instructor 
under whose tutelage he gained a passion for teaching. By 15, he 
regularly preached in nearby churches and chapels and gained quite a 
reputation as a “boy preacher.” After finishing his studies, he found work 
as a teacher at the Jewish Collegiate School for Boys. During those 
years, two important things developed in Morgan’s heart. First was the 
conviction that God had called him to serve in ministry full-time. The 
second was a crisis of faith that resulted in his lifelong conviction that the 
Bible was reliable and authoritative. Morgan’s own words, demonstrate 
the severity of this crisis and its resolution. 
 
For two years my Bible was shut; two years of sadness and sorrow. 
Strange, alluring materialistic theories were in the air, and to these I 
turned … I became well-versed in the philosophies that were the vogue 
in England at that time, but from them I got no relief. In my despair I took 
all the books that I had, placed them in a cupboard, turned the key, and 
there they remained for seven years. I bought a new Bible and began to 
read it with an open mind and a determined will. That Bible found me. 
The Book gave forth a glow which warmed my heart, and the Word of 
God which I read to therein gave to my troubled soul the relief and 
satisfaction that I had sought for elsewhere. Since that time I have lived 
for one end—to preach the teachings of the Book that found me. 
 
Although his first love was preaching, due to the financial pressure his 
parents were under, Morgan felt compelled to continue teaching. He 
struggled mightily with the call to leave teaching and to devote himself 
completely to preaching. When he came to know that the school would 
be closing and that he would have to find work elsewhere, it settled the 
matter for Morgan; from here on out, he would preach. 
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After considering joining the Salvation Army, a movement he always 
highly regarded, Morgan sought ordination by the Methodist 
denomination. After two months of intense study, he successfully passed 
the required doctrinal examination. However, after preaching his trial 
sermon on May 22, 1888, his examiners rejected his application. It stung 
young Morgan deeply. 
 
He wired to his father the one word, “Rejected,” and sat down to write in 
his diary: “Very dark everything seems. Still, He knoweth best.” Quickly 
came the reply: “Rejected on earth. Accepted in heaven. Dad.” … “I 
thank God to-day,” he said many years later, as he looked back across 
the years, “for closing that door of hope, because, when He turned my 
feet in another direction I found the breadth of His commandments, and 
the glory of His service.” 
 
There were happy times as well. In August of that year, Morgan married 
his cousin, Nancy, who stood with him through all the mountains and 
valleys of ministry. Together, they had seven children.  
 
G. Campbell Morgan was a preacher’s preacher. He not only preached 
well; he looked the part. Tall and thin, his profile added to his persona in 
the pulpit. When in public, he wore the clerical collar common among 
Congregational ministers and always preached in a robe on Sundays. 
His powerful voice could be easily heard by thousands even in the early 
days before sound equipment was installed at Westminster Chapel. He 
kept in good physical shape and was a fine tennis player. Friends were 
important to Morgan, and he cultivated many deep and loyal friendships 
over the years on both sides of the Atlantic.  
 
His ministry 
Morgan’s chief love was the pastorate. In 1889, he was ordained by the 
Congregational Church; and in August of 1889, he assumed his first 
pastorate in Stone, Staffordshire. In 1891, Morgan left Stone and 
accepted a call to come to Rugeley 15 miles away, where he enjoyed a 
profitable ministry for almost two years before accepting a call from 
Westminster Road Congregational Church in Birmingham, England, 
where he served until 1897. At Birmingham, he began his weekly Bible 
teaching ministry on Thursday evenings in order to teach through the 
Bible systematically. His famous “bird’s-eye view” outlines, later 
incorporated into the Analyzed Bible, were first delivered here. 
 
In 1896, Morgan made his first visit to America and struck up a friendship 
with D. L. Moody. He preached for the first of many times at the famous 
Northfield Bible Conference in Massachusetts. In January of 1897, at 
age 34, Morgan assumed his fourth pastorate, this one at North Court 
Trollington Park, London, where he served until 1901. During that time, 
Morgan was in much demand as a speaker and maintained a heavy 
traveling ministry. It was not unusual for him to speak in four or five 
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different places during the course of a week. At North Court, his lifelong 
interest in missions resulted in his involvement with the London 
Missionary Society. It was also at North Court that his writing ministry 
significantly expanded.  
 
In 1901, he resigned from North Court and joined Moody as a speaker 
and itinerant expositor for the Northfield Bible Conference ministry. After 
each summer conference, Morgan returned to England for several 
months of itinerant ministry to the churches. Upon his return to America, 
he traveled from city to city, preaching to full churches from New York to 
Atlanta to Los Angeles. It seemed everyone wanted to hear the “prince of 
expositors,” and there was no want for meetings. 
 
In 1904, Morgan returned to his beloved London and assumed the 
pastorate of Westminster Chapel, where he served for the next 13 years. 
When he arrived at Westminster Chapel, the once stately church was in 
disrepair. The large edifice had been built too large, and the upper 
gallery had sat unused for more than 15 years. It was known by 
Congregational leaders as their “white elephant.” His lifelong friend, 
Albert Swift, came as his assistant. Under Morgan’s preaching and 
Swift’s unusual administrative ability, the church was soon filled. Within 
the first year, a major renovation of the building was undertaken, and 
many new programs were initiated to strengthen and deepen the spiritual 
lives of the membership.  
 
In January 1917, Morgan resigned his ministry at Westminster. Intending 
to take a yearlong opportunity to preach in Melbourne, Australia, his 
plans changed with the outbreak of World War I. Instead, he ministered 
with the Y.M.C.A. for a year and filled the pulpit at Westminster when 
opportunity arose. In 1919, he moved again to America, where he would 
enjoy 14 years of extraordinarily profitable ministry as a traveling Bible 
expositor. He preached in thousands of churches and held meetings in 
almost every state of the Union. In 1929, he accepted the pastorate of 
Tabernacle Presbyterian Church in Philadelphia, where he served until 
1932. During this time, he served on the faculty of Gordon College of 
Theology. Upon his resignation and return to London, Tabernacle 
Presbyterian called his youngest son, Howard, to take his father’s place. 
 
In 1933, at 69 years of age, Morgan returned to pastor Westminster 
Chapel, where he served until his retirement in 1943. He continued to 
preach, and more than 2,000 gathered for the Friday evening Bible 
studies. In 1936, Morgan celebrated 60 years of ministry. The members 
of Westminster spared no expense in honoring their beloved pastor on 
this occasion and inaugurated a year of Jubilee in which was raised a 
large sum of money for the complete renovation of the church. He 
continued to minister during the war years, but clearly his health was 
declining. He suffered slight memory loss and privately admitted to 
battling a strange fear of mounting the stairs to his pulpit each week. 
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More than once, he offered his resignation, and finally in 1943, he 
became Minister Emeritus at Westminster Chapel. His faithful assistant, 
D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones, became pastor in his stead. On May 16th, 1945, 
after 67 years of ministry, G. Campbell Morgan died peacefully at his 
home.  

Dr. Sam Horn 
www.sharperiron.org 

 

http://www.sharperiron.org/
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An excerpt from the book ‘Bits 
about India’ by Helen H 
Holcomb, published in 1888, 
that vividly describes the arid 
landscape of Megnanapuram 
and the stately St. Paul’s 
Church, featured on the cover 
this month. 
 
We left Palamcottah at twilight 

one evening, and traveled all night in a conveyance drawn by bullocks. 
Just as the day was breaking we saw against the sky the tall and 
graceful spire of a Christian church. We were in the midst of a great 
sandy desert where only thorn-bushes and castor-oil shrubs seemed to 
grow, and the only tree that thrived was the Palmyra palm.  
 
Yet here in the desert was an imposing Gothic church edifice crowned 
with a beautiful spire. Not far from the church was a village numbering 
less than a thousand souls. Through this village was a broad street with 
rows of feathery palms on either side. Around the church the desert 
rejoiced and blossomed as the rose. There were fine trees luxuriant in 
foliage, graceful creepers and lovely flowers in profusion and variety. 
There, too, was a Christian home as well as large and handsome school-
buildings. We were welcomed to this paradise in the desert by Mrs. 
Thomas, widow of the Rev. John Thomas, who came to this spot in the 
wilderness in the year 1837. A desert it was indeed at that time, but wells 
were dug, buildings erected and trees planted; and the springs opened in 
the dry and thirsty land caused the wilderness and the solitary place to 
blossom abundantly.  
 
The corner-stone of the spacious church edifice was laid on the 26th of 
June, 1843, and on the same glad occasion the cornerstone of a large 
and commodious building designed as a boarding-school for native 
Christian girls was also laid.  
 
Does any one wonder why so noble a church-building and boarding-
school were required in such a place ? This desert-land, rich only in 
Palmyra palms, has been a field greatly blessed of the Lord. There are in 
the district of Mengnanapuram alone more than eighteen thousand 
persons in connection with one hundred and eighty-seven 
congregations, and in the various schools in the district are gathered 
over four thousand children.  
 
When, In the year 1868, the top stone of the spire of the 
Mengnanapuram church was laid, a short thanksgiving service was first 
held within the church, when one thousand native children joined in 
singing the Doxology. The audience then stood outside the building while 
the stone was adjusted, and at a given signal four thousand happy 
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voices shouted, "Glory be to God!" taking up again and again the 
triumphant refrain until the desert rang with the joyful sound. Two years 
after this memorable occasion the faithful missionary whose labors God 
had so signally blessed laid aside his armor and went up to take his 
crown, leaving this beautiful church as his monument, and beneath its 
shadow he sleeps, waiting for the morning of the resurrection.  
 
Mrs. Thomas and her daughter remain in the home hallowed by so many 
sacred and tender associations, that they may labor among the people 
for whom the husband and father laid down his life. The boarding-school 
for the daughters of Christian natives is their especial care.  
 
From the village schools scattered throughout the district those pupils 
are selected to enjoy the privileges of this school who, it is felt, will best 
appreciate and improve its advantages. Of the influence exerted upon 
children thus placed under Christian instruction Bishop Sargent says, 
"What influence does the kind and consistent character of the 
missionary's wife bear on these children! Fed with food convenient for 
them, well clad and trained to cleanly and regular habits, the moral and 
religious feelings exercised, children of very ordinary, and even 
forbidding, looks are turned into pleasing and attractive beings."  
 
We set out from Mengnanapuram just at nightfall for another journey 
through the desert. 
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BIBLE QUIZ FOR ALL 
 
The quiz is open to participants of all ages.  
Answers should be given by the 20th of the month.  
Late entries will not be considered.  
Answers should be mailed to sheebs@hotmail.com 
or sent to Mrs. Sheeba Roshan +91 98402 16279. 
Names of participants with score will be mentioned in 
the next issue.  
Winners will be awarded at the end of the year. 
 
QUIZ 5 
Portion: Ezekiel Chapters 25 - 48 

1. What were the priests expected to teach God’s people? 
2. What comparison has the Lord drawn to show how he was going to 
pour out his fury on Jerusalem? 
3. With what was the building measured? 
4. How long will it take Israel to bury? 
5. Who was sought to stand in the gap? 
6. Why was the Lord going to make Egypt desolate? 
7. What were the charges against the shepherds of Israel? 
8. What did the bones to which Ezekiel prophesied represent? 
9. What would the king of Babylon spoil? 
10. Although their mouth shows love, what does their heart go after? 

Answers to Quiz 4: 

1. In the middle was fire and in it were four living creatures (each had a 
man's form but with 4 faces and 4 wings). (Eze 1:4-6) 
2. For 40 days. Each day represented a year (for the sin of the house of 
Judah) (Eze 4:6) 
3. The Sun (Eze 8:16) 
4. They sparkled like chrysolite and all 4 looked alike. Each was made 
like a wheel intersecting a wheel. All four rims were full of eyes all 
around.(Eze 1:16-18) 
5. "Like mother, like daughter" (Eze 16:44) 
6. They came to inquire of the Lord (Eze 20:1) 
7. God tells Ezekiel to 
       a) eat the scroll given by God and go and speak to the Israelites 
(Eze 3:1) 
       b) shut himself inside his house ( Eze 3:24) 
       c) Draw Jerusalem on a clay tablet and lay siege to it (Eze 4:1-3) 
       d) Lie on left side for 390 days and right side for 40 days (Eze 4:4-6)   
       e) Shave his head and beard (Eze 5:1) 
       f) Not lament or shed tears when his wife dies (Eze 24:15-17)                   
8. God will give back the land of Israel to them, (Eze 11:17) 
 

mailto:sheebs@hotmail.com
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9. He died (Eze 11:13) 
10. On the foreheads of those in Jerusalem who grieve and lament over 
all the detestable things that are done in it. (Eze 9:4) 

Points tally after Quiz 4:   

  

 
    Apr 2019  Aggregate 

1 Daniel Inbaraj  10 40 

2 Felicia Williams 10 40 

3 Hannah Cheryl Daniel 10 40 

4 Jaden Johnsson Dhyriam - 30 

5 Jadon Titus Muller - 30 

6 Jason Travis Daniel  10 40 

7 Jeremy Roopsingh 10 30 

8 Jessica Lilly 10 39 

9 Jeyasri David 10 30 

10 Joann Ignatius - 30 

11 Jonathan Ethan Dhyriam - 30 

12 Jonathan Roopsingh 10 40 

13 Keturah Manoharan 10 40 

14 Mahilini Santhosh 10 40 

15 Pamela Bridget 10 10 

16 Rohan Abraham 10 40 

17 Santosh Dhyriam - 30 

18 Shekinah Tanya Dhyriam - 30 

19 Shreya Dhyriam - 30 

20 Tasha Grace  10 40 

21 Zibia Thiraviaraj 10 40 

 
Bugs  

"Mom, are bugs good to eat?" asked the boy. "Let's not 
talk about such things at the dinner table, son," his 
mother replied.  
After dinner the mother inquired, "Now, baby, what did 
you want to ask me?" "Oh, nothing," the boy said. "There 
was a bug in your soup, but now it's gone."  



34 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



35 

 

Why EanMe? 
‘EanMe’ – literally meaning “unless” in Greek – has its roots in St. 
Thomas the apostle’s words of doubt. It is based on his famous words to 
the Risen Lord in John 20:25: “…Unless I see in His hands the print of 
the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and put my hand 
into His side, I will not believe.” 
‘Unless’ or ‘except’ in the King James Version is translated from the 
Greek word ‘Eanme’ εανμε (eh-an’ may) meaning: before, but, except, 
not or unless.  

We welcome your original contributions to the 
EanMe in the form of articles, poems, Protestant 
church pictures for the cover, or information 
relevant to the season. Please send your entries by 
hard/soft copy to reach the STEC church office 
stthomasenglishchur@bsnl.in or 
stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com by the 20th of 
every month. 

You can read the current issue of EanMe online at 
http://www.santhomeenglishchurch.org/. A few earlier issues have been 
archived on `CSI St. Thomas English Church’ facebook page. 
 
Contributions are also invited for the Sunday bulletin. If you have any 
interesting information to share in the form of anecdotes, short stories 
etc. (around 100 words) relevant to the Sunday theme, please mail it to 
Kavita Edward: sandeekov@gmail.com  
 
 
We are on Social Media! 
 
‘Like’ our Church page on Facebook to stay updated 
https://www.facebook.com/StThomasEnglishChurch 
 
‘Follow’@CSI_STEC on Twitter 
 
Join our Church group on Facebook to connect with each other and 
share / view pictures of church events 
https://www.facebook.com/CSI St. Thomas English Church, Santhome 
 
`Follow’ @csi_stec on Instagram 
 

Travelling on work or vacation?  
Don’t forget to click a picture! 
If you happen to visit or see a beautiful, historic Protestant 
church that you think should be on our EanMe cover, please 
click a hi-res picture and e-mail it, along with a short note 
about the Church, to stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com 

mailto:sandeekov@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/StThomasEnglishChurch
https://www.facebook.com/
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If you would like to join, participate in or use your time and effort for the 
Ministries, Fellowships and activities of the Church, please get in touch 
with the following people: 
Sunday School – Mrs. Annamary Frederick  
Tweens Fellowship – Mr. Swithun Manoharan / Mr. Joshua Foulger 
Adult Fellowship – Mr. Ajit Stanley Moses 
Choir – Mrs. Anila Manoharan 
Women’s Fellowship – Mrs. Vasanthi Premkumar  
Men’s Fellowship – Mr. Milton Sigamoney 
Rapha (Hospital Ministry) – Mrs. Ranjini Inbaraj  
Blossoms for Christ (Evening Sunday School) – Mrs. Sheeba Roshan 
Church Library – Mrs. Shailaja Henry  
Eco (Garden) – Mrs. Premalatha Samuel 
Evangelism – Mrs. Nirmala Stephen  
EanMe, Website Content, Facebook, Twitter & Instagram moderation – 
Mrs. Fabiola Jacob 
Weekly Bulletin (Pew Sheets) – Mrs. Kavita Edward 
Education Ministry (School) – Mrs. Gemina Martin 
 
 
 
 

Write to us! 
Do you have a comment on the articles, a 
fresh new idea or feedback about the EanMe 
that you would like to share with other 
readers? Mail it to 
stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com with 
‘EanMe MailBox’ in the subject. The best 
letters will be published in the next issue of the 
EanMe. 

 
 

 
 
Jotham Riordan (son of Roopsingh Immanuel and 
Caroline) baptized on 5 May 2019 
 

mailto:stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com
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 FELLOWSHIP PROGRAMMES 
 

Sunday School : 
English:  Sunday – 8:00 am 

Tamil:  Sunday - 4 pm 

Tweens’ Fellowship : Sunday – 4:30 pm 

Women’s Fellowship : I and III Saturday - 5:00 pm 

Men’s Fellowship : II and IV Saturday - 6:30 pm 

Adults’ Fellowship : Sunday - 5:00 pm 

Hospital visit : II Sunday - 10:15 am 

 

 

 

 

PASTORATE  

COMMITTEE 

MEMBERS 

 

Mr. Ajit Stanley Moses 

Mr. S.P. Paul 

Mr. A. Arun Jacob 

Dr. Vijit Koshy Cherian 

Mrs. Saroja Bai J. 

Mrs. Susanna Premalatha Samuel 

Mrs. Sheeba Roshan 

Mr. Gerald Joshua Divyaprabhu 

Mr. Jewel Solomon Devanand 

Mrs. Nisha Jeethendra 

 

 

 

   

  

 

The Rt. Rev. Dr. J. George Stephen 
Bishop in Madras 

 

Rev. D. Richard Ambrose Jebakumar 
Presbyter-in-charge 

 
Mr. Milton Sigamoney 
Mr. Ajit Stanley Moses 

Lay Readers 

             Mr. Stephen Michael A. 
             Secretary 

Mr. Benjamin Hastings 
Treasurer 
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WORSHIP SERVICES – PLAN FOR MAY 2019 

Date and  
Time 

Day Services and Preacher Theme Stewards for Bible 
Reading and Offertory 

5.5.2019 
7:30 am 

 
 

6.00 pm 

The Third 
Sunday of 

Easter 

 
Sung Eucharist: 
Celebrant:  Rev. D. Richard 
Ambrose 
Evensong: 
Sermon: Mr. Milton Sigamoney 

 

John, apostle 
and evangelist 

Exodus 33: 18 – 23 
I John 1: 1 – 4 
Psalm 27 
St. John 21: 20 – 25 
Dr. & Mrs. Henry 
Balachandran 

12.5.2019 
7:00 am 

 
8:15 am 

 
6.00 pm 

The Fourth 
Sunday of 

Easter 

 
Holy Eucharist: 
Celebrant:  Rev. T. Johnson 
Sung Matins: 
Rev. T. Johnson 
Holy Eucharist: 
Celebrant: Rev. T. Johnson 

 

Commissioning 
by the risen 

Lord 

Jeremiah 9: 1 – 10 
I Timothy 4: 6 – 16  
Psalm 47 
St. John 20: 19 – 23 
 
Mr. & Mrs. James 
Thiraviaraj 
 

19.5.2019 
7:30 am 

 
 
 

6.00 pm 

The Fifth 
Sunday of 

Easter 

 
Sung Eucharist: 
Celebrant:  Rev. Nithiyanandan 
Sermon: Rev. John Devadoss 
Evensong: 
Sermon: Mr. Ajit Stanley Moses 

 

Believing in 
Christ: The 

Truth 

Exodus 34: 1 – 9 
Ephesians 4: 7 – 16 
Psalm 119: 89 – 96 
St. John 17: 6 – 19 
 
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel Sujit 
Muller  
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26.5.2019 
7:30 am 

 
 
 

6.00 pm 

The Sixth 
Sunday of 

Easter 

 
Sung Eucharist: 
Celebrant:  Rev. D. Richard 
Ambrose 
 
Evensong: 
Sermon: Mrs. Lillian Richard 

 

Mission with 
Christ’s Spirit 

II Kings 2: 9 – 16 
Acts 7: 54 – 60 
Psalm 48 
St. Mathew 28: 16 – 20 
 
Pastor’s family 
 


