
                  Our Small Shells 

If not for God's Word the human race may have been forced to learn their virtues from 

God's other creations. For instance, we may have learned faithfulness from a dog, 

perseverance from an ant, and creativity from the spider. Thankfully, we have God's 

Word, but we can still learn from His creations, even the simple crab. A crab does not 

grow like other animals. Although their body grows throughout their lifespan, their outer 

shell stops growing when it reaches a certain size. As the crab continues to grow, it is 

forced to find a bigger and better home. Why is it so natural for the crab to move on to 

something new and so difficult for humans? To continue growing, we must often step out 

of whatever is keeping us from continuing our growth. An excellent example of how 

difficult it is to leave our small shells is when the Children of Israel, though living in 

captivity and misery, were at first hesitant to leave the land of Egypt. Even after departing 

many of them wanted to go back. The Israelites were afraid of the unknown and 

apprehensive about how these changes would affect their future. Growth in following 

Christ often requires us to leave something very dear and meaningful behind, (Matt 

19:29). The Israelites were required to have enough faith and determination to follow God 

regardless of the consequences. If not careful, we may find ourselves clinging to a 

stressful situation, such as a job, or personal relationship that is no longer working; and 

for the same reason as the Israelites, the fear of the unknown. Perhaps we can learn to 

bravely climb out of our small shells and into the hands of the Holy Spirit and allow Him 

to guide comfort and lead us in the path of His choosing.  

 

The One who knows the number of hairs on your head and every sparrow that falls has a 

progressive and often changing plan for your life. Those who bravely step out in faith will 

find that His paths are always the most rewarding. 

 

Regardless of your age or position in life, with Christ, it is always just the beginning. By 

letting go of the old and following His guidance you can discover a fresh new life filled 

with unique experiences, and no restraints. 
 

       

                                        Unknown Author 

 

 

Greetings and Warm welcome to everyone. A special word of welcome to 
those worshipping with us for the first time. We invite you to join in the 
Coffee Fellowship after the service. 

O watch and fight and pray, 

The battle ne’er give o’er; 

Renew it boldly every day, 

And help divine implore 
 

 

 

Sung Eucharist 7:30 AM 

 

Celebrant: 

Rev.  D. Richard Ambrose 

 
Message: Mr. Milton 

Sigamoney 

 

 

St. Thomas English 
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Santhome, Chennai-600 004 

http://www.santhomeenglishchurch.org 

 

 

Even song 6:00PM 

 

 

Message: 

Mrs. Lillian Richard 
 

 

 

 
 

 
The proof of our 

faith is our 

 faithfulness. 

 

 

 

 

 

Altar Flower , Bible Reading, 

& Offertory : Dr. Mrs. Viji 

Devanand & Mr. T. S. Devanand & 

Family 

 

WORSHIP SERVICE 31
st
 March 2019 

Let us worship our Lord through… 
 

Opening Hymn :    87 
 

 

Scripture Reading: 

Old Testament     Nahum 1 : 1 - 15 

Epistle                   Acts 4 : 32 - 37 

Responsive Reading Psalm 113 

Gospel                     Luke 13 : 10 - 17 

Announcement  

 

Meditation: “Transforming the Oppressive Structures ” 
 

Offertory Hymn :    251 

Holy Communion: 26, 80 (NLH) 

 

Prayer  

 

Closing Hymn :      249 

Benediction 

Collect for the Fourth Sunday in Lent: God of 

Order and justice, we adore you that in your abundant 

wisdom you have created the world and helped us to 

create various social, political, economic systems to 

sustain the creation and make life beautiful. Grant us 

your wisdom to identify structures that destroy the 

wellbeing of people; the peace of the world and 

wholeness of your creation, through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit now and forever. Amen.  

http://www.santhomeenglishchurch.org/


Responsive 

 Reading: 

Psalm 113 

Praise the LORD! Praise, O servants of the LORD, praise the name of 

the LORD!  

Blessed be the name of the LORD from this time forth and 

forevermore!  
From the rising of the sun to its setting, the name of the LORD is to be 

praised!  

The LORD is high above all nations, and his glory above the 

heavens!  
Who is like the LORD our God, who is seated on high,  

who looks far down on the heavens and the earth?  
He raises the poor from the dust and lifts the needy from the ash heap,  

to make them sit with princes, with the princes of his people.  
He gives the barren woman a home, making her the joyous mother of 

children. Praise the LORD!  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without 

end. Amen. 
 

Self Denial Hundies are kept at the entrance of our Church. Let us have one for our family, 

and save the sacrificial offerings everyday and offer the same on Good Friday. 

Tomorrow, Monday, being First Day of the New Month, April, as usual early morning 

Holy Communion Service will be held in our Church at 6.30 AM. Come! let us begin the 

month in the Presence of God and with His Blessings. 

Coming Wednesday, 03/04/2019, being Fifth Wednesday in Lent, Midweek Devotional 

Holy Communion Service will be held at 7.00 PM. Rev. P.M. Gnanadorai will share the 

word of God on – Church in Thyatira. Come! and be blessed. 

As announced earlier and as a result of the updation of our Pastorate Constitution, all the 

families of our Church are expected to get the second, another Subscription Cover for their 

Spouses. Therefore it is ready and kept at the entrance. Kindly collect the same and start 

offering the same from the coming month i.e. April 2019. Next year Pastorate Election 

requirement will be calculated from April 2019 and so it is important to start offering the 

same from next month. 

Lentan Congregational Retreat will be held in our Church on Next Sunday the 7
th

 April 

2019 from Morning Service till 1.00pm. Rev. Dr. B.J. Premiah will be the resource person 

for the retreat. Let us plan and participate as to receive the Blessings of our Crucified King. 

VBS – 2019: Vacation Bible School will be held in our Church from Wednesday the 24
th

 

April 2019 till Saturday the 4
th

 May 2019. Mrs. Sheeba Roshan will be the Director for 

this year’s VBS and Mrs. Ranjini Inbaraj will be the Associate Director. Let us pray for 

this quiet at the same time powerful ministry of the Church when we cater to the 80% of 

children coming from other faiths, apart from our own children. Let us prayerfully extend our 

whole hearted support to the Directors when they approach for the daily refreshments and 

financial support for the other expenses like stationery, final day programme and so on. 

Birthdays  

 

1
st
 April Mr. Francis Simon 

 Col. E. S. Sathyanesan 

2
nd

  April Mr. Roopsingh Immanuel Rajasingh 

4
th
  April Mrs. Vimala Anbudayan 

 Mrs. Nirmala Stephen 

5
th
  April Mr. J. Elwith Jayakaran 

 Mrs. K. Hazel Anita Prasad 

6
th
  April Mr. Benjamin Hastings 

 Mr. S. Paul Wesley 

 Mrs. Priya Ponnaiya 

Thanks 

Giving Song 

 

The Lord bless thee and keep thee 

The Lord make His face shine upon thee 

And be gracious unto thee 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon thee 

And give thee peace, and give thee peace. 

Amen. 

 

Preparatory 

Song  

 

What kind of love is this that gave itself for me 

I am the guilty one, yet I go free 

What kind of love is this, a love I’ve never known 

I didn’t even know His Name, what kind of love is this 

 

What kind of Man is this Who died in agony 

He Who had done no wrong was crucified for me 

What kind of Man is this Who laid aside His throne 

That I might know the love of God, what kind of Man is this 

 

By faith I have been saved, it is the gift of God 

He destined me to be His own, such is His love 

No eye has ever seen, no ear has ever heard 

Nor has the heart of man conceived, what kind of love is this 

Holy 

Communion   

Behold the 

Lamb (Keith & 

Kristyn Getty, 

Stuart 

Townend) 

 

Behold the Lamb who bears our sins away, 

Slain for us - and we remember, The promise made that all who come in 

faith 

Find forgiveness at the cross. So we share in this bread of life, and we 

drink of His sacrifice 

As a sign of our bonds of peace, Around the table of the King. 

 

The body of our Saviour Jesus Christ, Torn for you - eat and remember 

The wounds that heal, the death that brings us life, Paid the price to make 

us one. 

So we share in this bread of life, and we drink of His sacrifice 

As a sign of our bonds of love, Around the table of the King. 

 

The blood that cleanses every stain of sin, Shed for you - drink and 

remember 

He drained death’s cup that all may enter in, To receive the life of God. 

And so with thankfulness and faith we rise 

To respond, and to remember, Our call to follow in the steps of Christ 

As His body here on earth. As we share in His suffering 

We proclaim Christ will come again! 

And we’ll join in the feast of heaven around the table of the King. 

 

Behold the Lamb Who bears our sins, and remember. 

 


