
 

 

  



 

 

  



 

3 

 



 

4 

 

My dear friends,  
 
It is by the sheer grace of our Lord that we are able 
to enter in to the third month of this year. It’s an 
important month for every one of us as we are 
entering in to a great season of the church – Lent - 
from this sixth March. Our God Jehovah is the Alpha 
and Omega. He has no beginning or end. He is the 
God of the past, the present and also the future. He 
is the Lord of all ages. So let us fix our eyes on Him, 

hold His strong hands and keep running our race on this earth with faith 
and perseverance. To quote Warren Wiersbe – the future is our friend 
when Jesus is our Lord.  
 
This special month, I thought of sharing with you a thought on the topic 
renounce the unbelief. In the book of Hebrews chapter 3 verse 12 says – 
take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart, 
leading you to fall away from the living God. 
 
Our forefathers Adam and Eve had immense joy and unfailing fellowship, 
while they obeyed the words of our Lord God Almighty. They would have 
experienced the strengthening of their faith too. But when they deviated 
from the path of faith, when they heard and accepted the way of Satan, 
when they gave way for unbelief in their heart, they lost the fellowship, 
they lost the presence, they lost the joy of the Lord and fear for their life 
struck them and they started hiding themselves from the creator God. 
Woe unto them who have unbelief in their life.  
 
I would like to remind you of an incident from the New Testament. In 
Mathew 14:24-31 we see Jesus walking on the water. When Jesus made 
the disciples get into the boat and hurried them to go to the other side, 
they faced some hardships during the journey. The boat was very much 
beaten by the waves, for the wind was against them. Amidst this fearful 
situation, Jesus came to them, walking on the sea, encouraging them by 
saying, take heart, it is I, Do not be afraid. At once Peter responded in a 
childish way, Lord if it is You, command me to come to You on the water. 
Jesus never forbid that experience to Peter. So He said `come’. With 
much faith – looking only at Jesus, he got out of the boat and walked on 
the water. What a great experience and assurance. If we put our trust on 
the Lord, we will be able to realize the miracles in our lives. But alas he 
could not continue walking on the sea, because the Bible clearly says – 
when he saw the wind and the waves, he was terribly afraid and began 
to sink. He cried out Lord, save me! 
 
Where had his faith gone? What was the need to see the chaos around 
him? He had the Master, He only had asked him to come, when he 
obeyed, he was in a position to walk on the water like Jesus, his eyes 
should have fixed on Him. His trust should have increased by the time he 
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took the first step on the sea! When unbelief entered into Peter’s life, he 
started sinking – drowning in the water. That only led Jesus to ask, O 
you of little faith, why did you doubt?  
 
My dear friends, we always try to keep our house in order, but what 
about our personal life? Do we have the time to see our own life’s short 
comings? We try to concentrate only on our outward appearance.  Be 
careful! Our Lord looks and judges not according to our outward 
appearance – but according to our inward purity, faith, true love towards 
Him.  
 
Therefore my dear people of God, as we start a new month, even an 
important month – and the Lenten Season – let us denounce our 
unbelief, let us have the thirst to grow in our spiritual life – that is in our 
faith. With faith we can win the world. Let our prayer be `Lord help me to 
cast away my unbelief. Let me nurture my faith in Thee through prayer 
and commitment’.   
 
This month’s promise: Proverbs 3:26 – for the Lord will be your 
confidence and will keep your foot from being caught! 
 
Lent – An advice: St Mark 1:15 says, repent and believe in the Gospel. 

• Just realizing that we are sinners is not repentance. Adam realized 
his mistake, but he decided to hide himself behind the trees at the 
Garden of Eden. 

• King Saul was very much worried for his sins and without repentance 
he himself decided to end his life.  

• Just confessing our misdoings and shortcomings is not repentance. 
The Pharaoh did that many times, but ended up hard-hearted.   

• Disciple Judas Iscariot realized his mistake and threw down the silver 
coins into the temple, went and hanged himself.  

• There are two important steps in Repentance. i) turning from sins ii) 
turning to our Lord God Almighty. 

• Zacchaeus got down from the sycamore tree and completely offered 
himself to Lord Jesus. 

• Tax collector Matthew left the tax collecting table and followed Jesus.  

• The younger son arose, when he was among pigs and went to the 
father. 

 
Therefore, let our prayer be: Lord I realize that I have erred and I offer 
myself in Your hands. With true repentance I come to You. Cleanse me 
by Your Holy Blood. Create in me a new heart. Amen.  
 
If such prayer comes from the depth of our heart, our Lord will never see 
our past and will promise a new future- blessed future- eternal life for us.  
Let the following become our slogan in this season and lead us towards 
transformation.  
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Daily dependence – Pray, read your Bible regularly and meditate. 
Daily repentance – Realize your mistakes and come to our Lord God for 
forgiveness.  
Daily abundance – Experience God’s fullness of life.  
 
Let this season bring in us a great impact. God be with you all. 
Yours in His joyful service, 
 
Rev. D. Richard Ambrose Jebakumar 
Presbyter and Chairman – PC 

 
 
 

Write to us! 
Do you have a comment on the articles, a 
fresh new idea or feedback about the EanMe 
that you would like to share with other 
readers? Mail it to 
stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com with 
‘EanMe MailBox’ in the subject. The best 
letters will be published in the next issue of the 
EanMe. 

I am happy to refer to the article ‘A word from the Pastor’, by Rev. 
Ambrose in the February 2019 issue of 
EanMe. The ‘car key’ story is thought-
provoking. I would even say that it is a 
contemporary parable. In order to hide 
their blunders, people are often tempted 
to tell blatant lies even to their dear ones. 

 
The woman’s street-smart, smug action would have indicated to her 
friend that she is not trustworthy. Instead of doing what she did, had she 
taken out the key, locked the rear door and told her friend she would not 
want to cheat her husband and willingly receive the scolding from him, 
her friend would have surely admired her for her integrity. Back home 
after receiving the drubbing, she could have told her husband that she 
considered locking the back door leaving the key inside the car. She did 
not do it because she did not want to be dishonest with him. On hearing 
this her husband would have respected and loved her more. And she 
would have surely received God’s blessings too. 
 
I hope that our dear Pastor would write more parables with moral content 
in the forth-coming issues of EanMe. 
 

Manohar Devadoss 
21 February 2019 

mailto:stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com
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LENTEN JOURNEY 
 

A cousin of mine always used to joke that he was 
going to give up eating vegetables for Lent! And 
then there are those who say that they are giving 
up ‘Lent’ for Lent. People have been making 

jokes about Lenten traditions for a long time now, forgetting the fact that 
it is a truly blessed season that is supposed to draw us closer to God. 
 
The earliest mention of Lent in the history of the Church comes from the 
council of Nicaea in 325 AD. But even before that, there seemed to be a 
shorter period of self-denial, leading up to Easter. Until the 600s, Lent 
began on Quadragesima (Fortieth) Sunday, but Gregory the Great 
(c.540-604) moved it to a Wednesday, now called Ash Wednesday. 
Since then, Lenten traditions like fasting, abstinence and self-denial have 
been practiced widely in Christendom, as a reminder of Jesus fasting 
and spending time alone in the wilderness. 
 
This year, the Church of England has launched ‘LentPilgrim’ and 
‘EasterPilgrim’ campaigns, using the Lenten season as a 40-day spiritual 
pilgrimage to prepare for God’s kingdom. There are interesting resources 
like booklets and apps on their website, to help us along this journey. 
 
Lenten Mite Box 
Lent has also been observed as a time of charity and penance, to repent 
and renew our faith – the Lenten mite box is a reminder of this. A ‘mite’ 
refers to a tiny amount, and the term comes from Mark 12: 41-44 - the 
widow’s mite. It’s a reminder of the grace of giving out of sacrifice and 
faith — the widow’s mite was an act of faith, faith in God to supply her 
needs, as she put in everything she had. 
 
Traditionally, the mite box is placed at home during Lent, to remind us 
about the poor and the needy. The money saved by giving up something 
special for Lent – like meat, sweets etc., is offered in church on Good 
Friday or Easter Sunday. This money is usually used for charity and 
people in need. During World War II, Anglican churches from all over the 
world used to contribute the money collected through their mite boxes for 
the welfare of holocaust victims! 
 
This Lenten tradition is relevant and important even today, as the good 
works most pleasing in God’s sight are prayer, fasting, and almsgiving – 
and Lent is the time to focus on these. For by prayer we surrender to 
God, by fasting we overcome the craving for sensual enjoyment, and by 
almsgiving we let go the desire for earthly riches and draw nearer to 
God.  

Fabiola Jacob 
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Featured on our cover this month is the historic CSI 
Tucker’s Church, Chennai, photographed by Vasanthi 
Premkumar. 
 
About the Church 
Once known as the ‘CMS Chapel, Black Town’, Tucker’s 
Church has an interesting history. In 1814, when the 

Church Missionary Society (CMS) first sent two German Lutheran 
Missionaries – Rhenius and Schnarre – to Madras, Rhenius bought a 
plot of land in Black Town near the Mint and began building a Church in 
1817. It had to be stopped due to objections raised by the Hindu 
residents of the area. And instead, the Government offered the current 
site to build a Church ‘for the native protestants of Madras’, at Popham’s 
Broadway (now Prakasam Street), with a compensation of Rs. 30,000.  
 
In a letter written by a Rev. Thomson of the CMS, dated July 20, 1819, 
the laying of the foundation stone is described as a “great and happy 
day”, “one of the most interesting ceremonies ever witnessed in Madras”, 
which took place as “natives” watched from the “tops of adjoining 
houses”. The chapel was built in a simple, low-intensity Classical style, 
with a triple-barrel vaulted dome, typical of Roman architecture. The first 
service was held on October 11, 1820 in both English and Tamil, to 
involve the people of Madras. Rev. J Ridsdale was the first incumbent, 
followed by Rev. John Tucker (featured in ‘Heroes of Faith’ on page 25), 
who became immensely popular with the natives and Europeans alike, 
lending his name to the Church. 
 
The chapel was licensed for all ecclesiastical purposes in 1828 by 
Bishop James of Calcutta. After the retirement of Rev. Tucker, the 
incumbency was held by successive headmasters of the Bishop Corrie 
Grammar School until the end of the century, when a native clergyman 
was appointed. The chapel underwent extensive repairs and 
improvements in 1872 at a cost of about Rs 2700.  
 
Tucker’s Church was renovated in 2008. While the interior was given a 
complete overhaul with a metal staircase, marble flooring and a new bell, 
the outer shell was left intact. 
 
One of the oldest Churches in Chennai today, Tucker’s Church has 
always been referred to as the Church that people built. For me 
personally, the years spent at Tucker’s Church moulded my spiritual life 
– through Sunday School, Youth Fellowship and Choir. When the Church 
celebrated its 150th anniversary in 1970, we played an active role in all 
the special programs. I was blessed to be married here in 1974. My fond 
memories of Tucker’s Church are still fresh, and a constant source of 
encouragement. Praise be to God! 

Vasanthi Premkumar 
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PERFUME ANOINTING FOR LORD’S BURIAL 
 
Jesus and His disciples were invited by Simon 
the leper, 
They arrived on time at his house to have 
supper; 
A woman brought an alabaster box that 
contained a perfume that was costly, 
She broke the box and anointed Christ’s head promptly. 
 
The scent engulfed the whole house, 
Some said that it was a waste to on Christ’s head douse; 
They said it would have been better to have sold and given to the needy, 
Jesus asked them not to show disapproval and be greedy.  
 
Jesus said, ‘The poor are always with you to be fed, 
But My stay on earth is only for a short leg; 
For My burial she has this kindness shown, 
A mention of her must be made wherever the Word is sown’. 

Prema Jeyasunder 
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SING PRAISES TO BRING BLESSINGS! 
 

• Once, a western organist visited Chennai to 
perform in a concert. A local organist wanted 
to test the foreigner’s proficiency. So, he gave 
a very tough music sheet and requested him 
to play it without practice. He expected that he 

would fumble. But on the other hand, the foreigner glanced at the music 
sheet for a few seconds, kept it upside down on the organ and started 
playing it without a single mistake! The local man was astounded. 
 
• When I sang a few songs to my relatives, an uncle encouraged me 
saying, “You should sing on TV!”  With my eyes wide open, I asked him, 
“Is it so good?”  He quipped, “No… I could change the channel!”  
Everybody laughed. 
 
Looking back… My father, late Mr. D. George Arthur, being poor, walked 
more than 10 km every day to attend school, when he was a student in 
Chennai.  When he was an adolescent, he joined the Church choir at 
Alandur.  He became conversant with music notations.  He had great 
aspiration to play on musical instruments.  But without money even to 
buy a harmonium, he drew white and black reeds on the floor and 
pressed the appropriate keys to play songs.  No sound.  No music.  But 
he learnt organ the hard way by pressing dead keys drawn on the floor.  
What passion! 
 
One day, the organist did not turn up for Sunday service.  The other choir 
members requested my father to play the organ.  After the service, the 
choir members asked the Pastor, “Do you know who played the organ 
today?”  It was a pleasant shock for the Pastor to know that my father 
had played the organ as he was thinking it was the regular organist.  
 
My family is full of musicians, except me.  The comedy of error is that my 
father named me ‘Handel’ with a fond hope of making me a great 
musician.  He was an organist at the Arcot Lutheran Church at 
Tiruvannamalai for four decades, and afterwards my brothers played the 
organ for another four decades.   
 
Though not much talented, I too played the organ for Katpadi Township 
Church during my college days and later at Tamil Wesley Church in 
Broadway and in our church too for evening service.  We are blessed as 
a family, for using our talents to the glory of our Lord. 
 
When we use our God-given talents for His glory, our talents will 
improve, and God’s blessings will be upon us. “Each of you should use 
your gift to praise God.”- I Peter 4:10, 11 

Ventriloquist Shanthakumar 
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ANNUAL DAY AT  
CSI ST. THOMAS NURSERY & PRIMARY SCHOOL –  

A REPORT 
 
Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; His love endures forever - Psalm 
107:1 
 
Like other schools in the city, our primary school too celebrated Annual 
Day on 22 February 2019. Though not on a grand scale like the previous 
years, it was still a delight for all of us to see our school children perform 
and showcase their talents and receive their awards for academic 
excellence.  A few parents were also present to cheer the children.  The 
programme started before 10 am and the Chief Guest for the day was 
Mrs. Rosabel Savithri – Retired Headmistress of our school, who served 
here for 13 years. She was very glad to accept our invitation to preside 
over the function. The programme started with a prayer by our 
Correspondent Rev. Richard Ambrose Jebakumar, followed by welcome 
address and annual report by our Headmistress Mrs. Annalakshmi. She 
gave a detailed report on the yearlong activities that took place in school.  
After a brief introduction by our Correspondent, the Chief Guest 
addressed the gathering.  She delivered a short message to the children 
on discipline and how blessed they are to have a school inside the 
church compound. She also advised the children to take care of their 
surroundings and avoid using plastics. 
 
This was followed by a classical welcome dance by the children of 
standard 4 & 5.  The adorable tiny tots of LKG and UKG swayed to the 
music dressed in different shapes which was enjoyed by the audience.  
The meritorious awards for academic excellence were given to all the 
toppers of each class. The Chief Guest Mrs. Rosabel Savithri did the 
honours.  The students of Std 5 performed a mime on the current topic 
“Say no to plastics” followed by a speech on the same topic by Ganesh 
of Std 2 in Tamil and Praveen Kumar & Kavin Kumar of Std 4 in English.  
A beautiful Kollattam dance was performed by the children of Std 2.  All 
the topics and dances were chosen from their current curriculum and it 
was amazing to see our children come out with their best.  The entire 
programme was very well hosted by Sharon & Yokesh of Std 5. 
 
Before the closing prayer, our Correspondent thanked all the teachers for 
their tireless efforts and for giving a well organised programme in a short 
period of time.  He also called Mrs. Iris Manoharan - Retired 
Headmistress of our school - to say a few words.  He introduced the 
committee members and other parishioners present.  The programme 
concluded with the National Anthem.  
 
The entire programme was well appreciated by all present.  Our sincere 
appreciation to all the teachers, for their motivation and guidance to the 
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children in helping them showcase their talents.  On the whole, it was 
excellent team work that brought out good results. 

Gemina Martin 
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SALVATION SIMPLIFIED 
 

A compilation of facts from the Bible to explain why 
Jesus died on the cross and how you become 
saved from hell because of His sacrifice: 
 
Galatians 6:7 
Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for 
whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. 

God has created an existence that extends to eternity. Our actions in this 
transitory life have true weight in eternity. When we sin, when we reject 
and disobey the source of life, so we reap the wages of sin. 
 
Romans 6:23 
For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
We have all sinned gravely. 
 
Romans 3:23 
For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; 
God is just. Just as in our world there is repercussion for criminal actions 
there is repercussion for sins in eternity. We've broken the law, and there 
is a day of judgement. 
 
Revelation 20 
12 And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the 
books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of 
life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in 
the books, according to their works. 
13 And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell 
delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every 
man according to their works. 
We all will come before God and can be found guilty of our sin and be 
justly sentenced to death that is eternal suffering in the lake of fire. 
 
Revelation 21 
8 But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, 
and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have 
their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the 
second death. 
In human courts, things such as living a relatively good and prosperous 
life do not influence the judgment for crimes committed. When you are 
accused of a felony and stand before a judge it does not matter if you 
have not repeated the offense. It does not matter how loving you were to 
your family. It does not matter how much you helped your community. No 
good deed can make you not guilty of your crime. 
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In the same way in the eyes of God we are all guilty of sin, and the just 
sentencing at the judgment for the crime of sin is death and eternity in 
the lake of fire. 
Our only chance of salvation from this fate that all of humanity is subject 
to is in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Acts 4:12 
Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name 
under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved. 
Man cannot find forgiveness through deeds or through any other man on 
earth. The remission-the forgiveness-of sins can only occur by the 
shedding of blood.  
 
Hebrews 9:22 
And almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and without 
shedding of blood is no remission. 
This is why the Jews sacrificed rams and bulls under the covenant of the 
Law of Moses. They gave sin offerings for the remission of their sin-but it 
could never pay the price that their sin demanded. It was never enough. 
So God walked the earth in the flesh as Jesus Christ and was crucified 
as a sacrifice for our sins to pay the price in full. He was tempted in every 
way as we are and yet did not give into sin. 
 
Hebrews 4:15 
For we have not a high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of 
our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without 
sin. 
Matthew 20:28 
Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, 
and to give his life a ransom for many. 
Hebrews 9:12 
Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he 
entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption 
for us. 
Hebrews 10:11,12 
11 And every priest standeth daily ministering and offering oftentimes the 
same sacrifices, which can never take away sins: 
12 But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat 
down on the right hand of God; 
In the sacrifice of Jesus the price of our sins has been paid. The wages 
of our sins no longer have to be paid in the lake of fire - they were paid 
once and for all by shedding the innocent blood of Jesus Christ. 
On the third day He rose again as the firstborn of the dead. Jesus gave 
us hope of immortal life and salvation in His resurrection, that we were 
justified before God because of His sacrifice. 
 
 
 



 

15 

 

1 Peter 1:3 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which 
according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively 
hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
And now the most famous verse of them all. 
 
John 3:16 
For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 
To be saved, to have our sins forgiven, to inherit eternal life we must 
believe in Jesus Christ, His death for our sins, and His resurrection. 
 
Romans 10:9 
That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt 
believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt 
be saved. 
To believe in Jesus, His sacrifice, and His resurrection also means to 
believe in your need of repentance and your need to forsake all to follow 
Jesus as your Lord. 
 
Acts 3:19 
Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted 
out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the 
Lord. 
Mathew 16:24,25 
24 Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after me, let 
him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. 
25 For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose 
his life for my sake shall find it. 
To be saved is to be given a second chance. Before salvation you are 
someone who is destined to spend eternity in spiritual prison. The only 
way you get the second chance is if you repent of the things that you did 
to put you in prison in the first place. You aren't going to be let out to 
continue being evil. You can't come to heaven where there is no sin if 
you don't want to stop sinning. 
 
To repent means you understand that your very own Creator died for you 
to have this second chance, He shed His own blood for you to have 
something beautiful you didn't deserve. To believe in that, to have faith in 
that means you love God for what He has done and want to obey Him in 
all things. You love God because He first loved you and gave His life for 
you. You want to tell Him that you are sorry for what you have done and 
ask for forgiveness. You want to serve Him as your Lord because you 
understand what He has done for you and that He is goodness, He is 
life, and He is the truth. 
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Being a faithful, obedient Christian who lives their life solely for Christ 
making disciples and spreading the gospel is a symptom of being saved, 
not what makes you saved. 
This is the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 
(The credit to this wonderful piece goes to an anonymous person on the 
internet. I’ve never seen my faith so beautifully explained, so I thought I’ll 
share this with everyone.) 
 

Contributed by Aurelia Frederick 
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‘HIDE THEM IN YOUR HEART' - A SCRIPTURE CHALLENGE!  
 
Can you memorize Psalm 46 before 24 March 2019? 
 
If this offer appeals to you, please approach 
Roshan Soundarapandian (Mobile No: 
98403 88365) - a surprise awaits you! 
The winners will be announced in next 
month's EanMe!  
Of course, prizes would follow! 
Anyone can rise to the opportunity - no age 
limit – all the best! 
 
Winners: 
 

Name 
Jan 2019 Feb 2019 

Psalm 51 Psalm 24 

Iris Manoharan  

Ranjini Inbaraj  

Aria Manoharan  

Keturah Manoharan  

Felicia Williams  

Jaden Johnsson Dhyriam  

Jonathan Ethan Dhyriam  

Jonathan Roopsingh  

Jeremy Roopsingh  

Mercy Roshan  

Zoey Joanna Emmanuel  

Joshua Emmanuel  

Priya Muller  

Jadon Titus Muller  

Latha Chittaranjan  
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FROM CULT TO LOVE – SPIRITUALITY 
 

While I was reading the “New Leader”, this heading of an article attracted 
me. It was mentioned as “there is a move away from a religion of cult to 
a religion of right relationship. Because human beings matter more than 
place of worship or rituals observance. (i.e.) the criterion of fidelity is not 
orthodoxy but active love. We are invited to have the following type of 
vision, this form of love. 
 
Spirituality is about our whole life, not just a part of it. It is about living 
lovingly, wisely and responsibly and accepting one’s limitations. 
Someone had said that spiritual life is to be shown in the dining hall and 
on the playground too.  
 
Though the Saints can inspire us, they are not our norm for spirituality or 
a Christian life. But the norm for Holiness is only Jesus – how He lived 
and what He taught. The fiery bigot “Saul”, who became Christ’s 
passionate apostle and others also, who were disciples of Jesus followed 
only Jesus of Nazareth. 
 
A person can be spiritual without being religious, or vice versa, “when did 
we see you hungry?” This instance from the last judgment story told by 
Jesus lays down that one must live a Christ-like life, apart from being 
spiritual in Christian religious life. Some Christians who are not explicitly 
religious, can be deeply spiritual, and another who is regular for religious 
services, may not be spiritual. Spirituality is not opposed to social and 
political Commitments, but necessarily includes it. Leading a loving and 
responsible life includes fulfilling our social and political responsibilities. 
Commitment to justice and taking steps to build a just society are 
essential to spirituality. Spirituality is not a withdrawal from real life, but 
finding the right vision and commitment to do it lovingly and well.  
 
Being practical in spirituality is not just deeds of Piety but also works of 
charity, action for justice, speaking up for the neglected and taking a 
stand for truth. Organized religions are meant to be carriers and 
promoters of spiritual experiences. 
 
Spiritual growth is marked by humility - as we can see that Jesus’s 
birth, growth, public life, and form of death radically challenge 
spontaneous human dreams of greatness, success and closeness to 
God. He was born poor, He died young, His preaching powerful, and 
being abandoned by His closest associates – and yet, what an abiding 
influence. May God open the eyes of our heart through a self-
transcending love. 
 
One can say spirituality is not about running away from life, but about 
becoming more alive. It does not make a man or woman blind to the 
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realities of life, but clears our eyes, to see them rightly. It makes us more 
passionate and more detached; more mature and more child-like, more 
rooted and more universal, more silent; more eloquent, more alive, and 
more ready to die. 

Contributed by S. Gnanaoli David  
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STEC MEN’S FELLOWSHIP – BIBLE STUDY 
WHO’S WHO IN THE BIBLE – “WOMEN IN 

DAVID’S LIFE” 

(Planned for discussion during the month of Mar 
2019 by the late Convenor of the Men’s Fellowship, 

Mr. Manoharan Gnanaolivu, who left for his heavenly abode on 13 
October 2018) 
 
David, son of Jesse of Bethlehem, was born in 1040 B.C. and was the 
youngest of eight siblings. David was the Lord’s choice to be King of 
Israel / Judah, which he served for 40 years from 1010 to 970 B.C. [1 
Sam 16:1-13]. 

The women in David’s life, named in the Bible as wives, played an 
important role, in triumphs as well as tribulations, when David was ruling 
as king. Relevant extracts are brought out: 

MICHAL, daughter of King Saul, was a woman of strong will. David while 
serving with Saul, married her after killing 200 Philistines, as against 100 
required by Saul for the hand of Michal. [1 Sam 18:27]. Saul hated 
David, whereas Michal loved him and helped him to escape from Saul’s 
attempt to kill him. Thereafter Saul annulled their marriage and gave 
Michal to a man named Palti. However, ten years later, when David 
became king in Jerusalem, he brought her back. In the meantime, 
Michal’s ardour for David has turned to contempt. “She despised him in 
her heart, when she saw King David leaping and dancing before the 
Lord, as the arc of the Lord was entering Jerusalem. [2 Sam 6:16]. 
”Michal had no children to the day of her death”. [2 Sam 6: 23]. Perhaps 
God’s punishment for her and Saul’s sins. 

Names of six wives David married and their sons born in Hebron are 
recorded in 2 Sam 3:2—5. David took more wives in Jerusalem, where 
he reigned for 33 years and more children were born. [1 Chronicles 3:1—
9]. Only the name of Bathsheba is recorded as his wife, who bore David 
four children. So we are left with eight wives of David recorded by name 
in the Bible. 

AHINAOM of Jazreel, one of David’s wives gave birth to his first son 
Amnon in Hebron, after David was anointed King of Israel. 

ABIGAIL, an intelligent, decisive and beautiful woman, was wife first of 
Nabal and later of David. We know the episode of how Nabal, a wealthy 
herder insulted David and Abigail, to avoid David’s vengeance against 
her husband, approached David independently with gifts to pacify him 
and saying “My Lord, let the blame be on me only” [1 Sam 25:24]. David 
appreciated her move for reconciliation. Nabal on hearing what 
happened from Abigail, when he was drunk, had a heart attack and died. 
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Thereafter David sent word to Abigail to become his wife. She gave birth 
to his second son, who was named Kileab [2 Sam 3:3] and also called 
Daniel [1 Ch 3:1]. He died young under unknown circumstances. 

Ahinaom and Abigail with family at Ziklag had a nightmarish experience, 
when David was away. The Amalakites came and burnt the city and 
abducted them and took them away with others. David had to come and 
fight with the Amalakites and rescue them with every thing they had 
taken and come back to Ziklag. [1 Sam 30:1-20]. 

MAACAH, daughter of Talmai the King of Geshur, was married to David 
which undoubtedly had political implications. She gave birth to Absalom, 
the third son of David, as well as a daughter Tamar. 

Perhaps, the Lord God, to test David and his wives, allowed them to face 
gruesome incidents that happened among their own siblings. Tamar was 
raped by her step-brother, Amon, mostly due to anger and sensual lust. 
David did not take any punitive action against him and abdicated his 
responsibility as a King and a Father. Absalom, Tamar’s brother, planned 
to take revenge on Amon for the next two years and got him killed by his 
own men. Thereafter he fled to his grandfather, the King of Geshur and 
stayed there for three years. [2 Sam 13:1-38]. Later Absalom returned to 
Jerusalem, conspired against David and went to war with him. He was 
killed brutally by David’s soldiers during the battle and buried there in a 
pit. [2 Sam 13-18 Chapters]. 

HAGGITH, a little-known woman, became David’s wife and begat his 
fourth son Adonijah who rose to fame. Since all his three elder step-
brothers had died, he became the crown prince of Israel and made no 
secret of his claim to the throne of David, on his death. [1 Kings 2:15]. 

BATHSHEBA, wife of Uriah, was seduced by David. He arranged Uriah, 
a soldier, to be killed in battle and married her. She bore him a son. “But 
the thing David had done displeased the Lord”.[2 Sam 11:27]. David had 
committed adultery, murder and coveted his neighbour’s wife, breaking 
three commandments of God, out of the ten. [Ex 20:13,14,17]. “The Lord 
struck David’s child—on the seventh day the child died”. [2 
Sam12:15,18]. Bathsheba bore David four more sons, named Shamua, 
Shobab, Nathan and Solomon. [1 Ch 3:5]. She was the favourite wife of 
David and Solomon was her favourite son. Though Solomon was only 
the tenth son of David, he was crowned king by the reluctant David, all 
because of court intrigues of Bathsheba, Prophet Nathan and other 
fellow conspirators. [1 Ki 1:1-39]. Adonijah the legal crown prince, fourth 
in seniority, was set aside. He was later struck down by Solomon’s 
orders and killed. [1 Ki 2:25]. 

The last woman in David’s life was ABISHAG, a young virgin, who was 
brought to his bed, to keep him warm, when he was very old. [1 Ki 1:2]. 
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However, she cannot be counted as one of his wives. King David died in 
961 B.C. and was buried in the City of David, which is Jerusalem. 

David was loyal and devoted to the Lord God. He repented fully for all his 
faults and sins, as may be seen from the Psalms he wrote. The Bible 
records him as an ideal King and a man of God’s own heart “a man 
exalted by the Most High - the man anointed by the God of Jacob - 
Israel’s singer of songs”. [2 Sam 23:1]. 

Likewise let us also repent for all our sins and earn God’s grace and 
mercy through the redeeming power of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. 

Manoharan Gnanaolivu 
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A FUNNY LITTLE STORY ABOUT HYMNS AND 
PRAISE SONGS 

 
An old farmer went to the city one weekend and 
attended the big city church. He came home and his 
wife asked him how it was. 
“Well,” said the farmer. “It was good. They did 

something different, however. They sang praise choruses instead of 
hymns.” 
“Praise choruses?” asked the wife. “What are those?” 
“Oh, they’re okay. They’re sort of like hymns, only different,” said the 
farmer. 
“Well, what’s the difference?” asked the wife. 
The farmer said, “Well it’s like this … If I were to say to you, ‘Martha, the 
cows are in the corn,’ well that would be a hymn. If, on the other hand, I 
were to say to you, ‘Martha, Martha, Martha, Oh, Martha, MARTHA, 
MARTHA, the cows, the big cows, the brown cows, the black cows, the 
white cows, the black and white cows, the COWS, COWS, COWS are in 
the corn, are in the corn, are in the corn, in the CORN, CORN, CORN, 
COOOOORRRRRNNNNN,’ then, if I were to repeat the whole thing two 
or three times, well that would be a praise chorus.” 
As luck would have it, the exact same Sunday a young, new Christian 
from the city church attended the small town church. He came home and 
his wife asked him how it was. 
“Well,” said the young man, “It was good. They did something different, 
however. They sang hymns instead of regular songs.” 
“Hymns?” asked the wife. “What are those?” 
“They’re okay. They’re sort of like regular songs, only different,” said the 
young man. 
“Well, what’s the difference?” asked the wife. 
The young man said, “Well it’s like this … If I were to say to you, ‘Martha, 
the cows are in the corn,’ well that would be a regular song. If on the 
other hand, I were to say to you, 
 
Oh Martha, dear Martha, hear thou my cry 
Inclinest thine ear to the words of my mouth. 
Turn thou thy whole wondrous ear by and by 
To the righteous, glorious truth. 
 
For the way of the animals who can explain 
There in their heads is no shadow of sense, 
Hearkenest they in God’s sun or his rain 
Unless from the mild, tempting corn they are fenced. 
 
Yea those cows in glad bovine, rebellious delight, 
Have broke free their shackles, their warm pens eschewed. 
Then goaded by minions of darkness and night 
They all my mild Chilliwack sweet corn chewed. 
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So look to that bright shining day by and by, 
Where all foul corruptions of earth are reborn 
Where no vicious animal makes my soul cry 
And I no longer see those foul cows in the corn, 
 
then, if I were to do only verses one, three and four, and change keys on 
the last verse, well that would be a hymn.”  
 

Courtesy: www.apuritansmind.com 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

GEMS FROM THE BIBLE 
  
Put them in your heart-bank – memorize 
and use them! 
 

• Always be fair and honest. – Ezekiel 45: 9 

• O Lord, the earth is full of Your kindness! Teach me Your good paths. – 
Psalm 119:64 

• Fix your thoughts on what is true and good and right. – Philippians 4:8 

• Christ in your heart is your only hope and glory. – Colossians 1:27 

• Keep your eyes on Jesus, our Leader and instructor. – Hebrews 12:2 
 

Premella Soundarapandian 

 

http://www.apuritansmind.com/
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ISABELLA THOBURN – 
THE MISSIONARY-EDUCATOR 

 
Born in St. Clairsville, Ohio, of immigrant parents 
from Ireland, Isabella was the second youngest of 
ten children in a godly family. As a child she 

showed unusual determination with her school work, persisting over 
problems until she completely understood them. She gained moral 
insight too. Her mother taught her that we are all on earth to serve, not 
be served. Isabella never forgot that teaching. 
 
Her brother James Thoburn went to India as a Methodist missionary. He 
dreamed of lifting India's women out of their ignorance, and hoped his 
wife might begin the work of educating them, but when she died, that 
dream evaporated. In 1866, James Thoburn wrote to Isabella, “How 
would you like to come and take charge of a school [for girls] if we decide 
to make the attempt?” She replied that she would come just as soon as a 
way was opened for her to do so, but the Missionary Society of the 
church was unwilling to send unmarried women.  
 
Journey to India 
When the Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church was founded in 1869 in Boston, Massachusetts, the 
first missionary they appointed was Isabella Thoburn to India; then Clara 
A. Swain, M.D. was appointed to join her as a medical missionary. The 
two single women sailed from Boston on Nov 3, 1869 and arrived in 
Bombay on January 7, 1870. 
 
Assigned to the city of Lucknow where her brother was also based, 
Isabella Thoburn began visiting women in their Zenenas and sharing the 
gospel with them. In April that same year she opened her first school in 
the Lucknow bazaar. She began a program of education for Indian 
women that would lead eventually to the creation of the first Christian 
college for women in Asia. 
 
Uplifting women through education  
India's women needed attention. As someone had remarked, they were 
"unwanted at birth, unhonoured in life, unwept in death." Isabella worked 
tirelessly on behalf of these rejected women, traveling across India to 
urge the founding of church schools for girls.  
 
When Isabella Thoburn opened her first school in India, she was able to 
coax only seven frightened girls to enter the room. Their priests had told 
them that education was a sin for a woman. To protect the young women 
from anyone who might try to break up the class, Isabella hired a man to 
guard the door with a club. She began with six girls in one room in the 
bazaar in April 1870. When funds permitted, she acquired a fine building 
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and converted it into a boarding school. That school grew. It became a 
high school, added a college – the Lucknow Women’s College - in 1886.  
 
Making a global impact 
For many years, Isabella Thoburn edited a semi-monthly newspaper in 
Hindi, called ‘Women's friend’ (Rafiq - i - Niswan).  
 
She was in the United States on furlough from 1880 to 1881, and again, 
in ill health, from 1886 to 1896. During this latter period, she became one 
of the first deaconesses in the Methodist Episcopal Church, and worked 
with Lucy Rider Meyer in the Chicago Training School for a year. Then in 
Cincinnati, Ohio, she helped to found the Deaconess Home and Training 
School and also Christ Hospital. In 1891 she returned to her educational 
work in India until 1899 when she came back to the United States to 
raise funds for the college. After giving three addresses at the 
Ecumenical Missionary Conference in New York in 1900 she returned to 
India. The following year she died of cholera and was buried in Lucknow. 
After her death, the college she founded was renamed Isabella Thoburn 
College, and is now the women’s college of Lucknow University. 
 
Isabella Thoburn was a role model for the women she educated, and one 
of them was Lilavati Singh. Lilavati toured America with Isabella, 
pleading for funds to expand India's educational work among women. It 
is said that President Harrison remarked after meeting her, that if she 
alone had been the result of all the money spent on missions, she was 
worth the entire sum. After Isabella's death from cholera in 1901, Lilavati 
directed the college in Lucknow for eight years. 

Courtesy: www.christianity.com, www.bu.edu 
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JESU, LOVER OF MY SOUL 
 
Written by Charles Wesley in 1740, “Jesus, Lover 
of my soul” has long been one of America’s 
favourite hymns. It is considered by many to be 
one of Wesley’s best, and its lyrics speak of the 
security and refuge that we find in Jesus.  
 
In the American Civil War of the 1860s, many 

drummer-boys had left school to join the army. One of them, named 
Tom, was called "the young deacon," as he was a great favourite, and 
was respected by the soldiers for his religious life. Both his widowed 
mother and his sister were dead, so he had gone to war. One day, he 
told the chaplain he had had a dream the night before. In his sleep he 
was greeted home again by his mother and little sister. "How glad they 
were!" he said. "My mother pressed me to her heart. I didn’t seem to 
remember they were dead. O Sir, it was just as real as you are real now!" 
"Thank God, Tom," replied the chaplain, "that you have such a mother, 
not really dead, but in heaven, and that you are hoping through Christ to 
meet her again."  
 
The following day, in frightful battle, both armies swept over the same 
ground four times, and at night, between the two armies lay many dead 
and wounded, that neither dared approach. Tom was missing; but when 
the battle roar was over, they recognized his voice singing, softly and 
beautifully, "Jesu, Lover of my soul." When he had sung, "Leave, ah! 
leave me not alone, Still support and comfort me," the voice stopped and 
there was silence. In the morning, the soldiers found Tom sitting on the 
ground and leaning against a stump, dead. But they knew that his 
"helpless soul" had found refuge with Jesus, the Lover of the soul. 
 
Jesu, Lover of my soul, let me to Thy bosom fly, 
While the gathering waters roll, while the tempest still is high. 
Hide me, O my Saviour, hide, till the storm of life is past; 
Safe into the haven guide; O receive my soul at last. 
 
Other refuge have I none, hangs my helpless soul on Thee; 
Leave, ah! leave me not alone, still support and comfort me. 
All my trust on Thee is stayed, all my help from Thee I bring; 
Cover my defenceless head with the shadow of Thy wing. 
 
Plenteous grace with Thee is found, grace to cleanse from every sin; 
Let the healing streams abound; make and keep me pure within. 
Thou of Life the Fountain art, freely let me take of Thee; 
Spring Thou up within my heart; rise to all eternity. 
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JOHN TUCKER 
 

John Tucker was born in a rich family in 
London. He had three sisters, the eldest of 
whom was Sarah Tucker, who though was 
an invalid and could never come to India, was instrumental in founding 
the Sarah Tucker College in Palayamkottai – one of the premier 
educational institutions for women in South India. 
 
John Tucker was a member of Corpus Christi College, Oxford, and 
graduated in honours (double second class) in B.A. 1813. He proceeded 
to M.A. in 1817, and was elected Fellow of his College. After his 
ordination, John Tucker was appointed to the charge of the parish of 
Southborough in Kent. There he remained till 1833, when he went to 
Madras as secretary of the C.M.S. Corresponding Committee, and 
incumbent of the C.M.S. chapel in Black Town; he was an attractive 
preacher. 
 
At Oxford, John Tucker had been a friend of both Thomas Arnold and 
John Keble, and was fully abreast of developments in what came to be 
called the Oxford Movement; but he found himself completely at home 
with his colleagues of the evangelical persuasion. A notable tribute has 
been paid to him by Robert Caldwell: 
 
“…he was a man of learning and culture, a devout and holy man, with a 
great reputation for wisdom… It was one of the sights of Madras to see 
the almost interminable line of carriages, especially on Sunday evenings, 
that filled the street in front of his church, the chapel of the CMS mission, 
ever since known as Tucker’s Chapel. 
 
Rev. John Tucker was a clergyman of unusual ability and preaching 
power, that even the Europeans started attending Tucker’s Chapel, 
which was built mainly for the native Christians. A lady published this 
record of the state of affairs in 1838: 
 
In the evening we went to a chapel in Black Town, some miles from the 
place where we live, and so crowded that we were obliged to be there 
three quarters of an hour before the time in order to secure seats; but we 
were well repaid for our labour and trouble; we heard a most delightful 
preacher; his sermon was clear, true and striking… His chapel was 
originally intended for half-castes, but he is so popular that the 
Europeans will go there too. People complain that those for whom the 
chapel was built are kept out in consequence.  
 
Rev. Tucker was incumbent for fifteen years; so great was his influence 
that the chapel became known as his, and has retained the name of 
Tucker’s Chapel down to the present day. Now known as CSI Tucker 



 

29 

 

Church, it is featured on the cover of this issue, with more information on 
page 5. 
 
In 1847, on his return to England, Rev. John Tucker was appointed 
Secretary at CMS Headquarters, a post he held until 1852. Between 
1852 and 1873 he was vicar of West Hendred, Berkshire. He died in 
1873. His sister, Sarah Tucker was a prolific writer, and is remembered 
for her early missionary books and the educational institutions that she 
helped found by contributing and raising funds. 

Source: The Internet 
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THE BETTY BAXTER STORY 
 
The concluding Part VIII of an excerpt 
from ‘The Betty Baxter Story: A 1941 
Miracle of Healing as Told By Herself’ - 
the miraculous testimony of a young girl 
who was horribly bent and twisted and 
crippled for fifteen years, enduring 

enormous suffering because of her multiple infirmities. According to the 
doctors there was no hope for her deliverance, but her mother and she 
believed the scriptures that all things are possible to those that believe...  

Jesus came slowly toward me with His arms outstretched toward me. I 
noticed the ugly prints of the nails in His hands. The closer He got to me 
the better I felt. When He came real close I began to feel very small and 
unworthy. I wasn't anything but a little forgotten girl who was deformed 
and crippled. Then all at once He smiled at me and I wasn't afraid 
anymore. He was my Jesus. His eyes held mine and if I ever looked into 
eyes filled with beauty and compassion, they were the eyes of Jesus. 
There aren't many people I've seen who have eyes like Jesus. When I 
see one who has that love and compassion in their eyes I wish I could 
just stay close to them. That is the way I feel about Jesus; I want to live 
as close to Him as I can. 

Jesus came and stood at the side of my chair. One part of His garment 
was loose and it fell inside my chair, and if my arms had not been 
paralyzed I could have touched His garment. I had thought when He 
came to heal me, I would start talking to Him and ask Him to heal me but 
I couldn't say a word. I just looked at Him and kept my eyes on His dear 
face trying to tell Him how much I needed Him. He leaned down and 
looked up in my face and spoke softly. I can hear every word right now 
because it is written in my heart. He said very softly, "Betty, you have 
been patient, kind and loving." As He spoke these words I thought I could 
suffer 15 more years if I could see Jesus and hear Him speak to me 
again. He said, "I am going to promise you health, joy and happiness." I 
saw Him reach out His hand and I waited. Then I felt his hand go over 
the knots on my spine. People say, "Don't you ever get tired of telling of 
your healing?" No, because every time I tell it I can feel His hand again. 

He placed His hand on the very center of my spine on one of the large 
knots. All at once a hot feeling as hot as fire surged through my body. 
Two hot hands took my heart and squeezed it and when those hot hands 
let my heart go, I could breathe normal for the first time in my life. Two 
hot hands rubbed over the organs of my stomach and I knew my organic 
trouble was healed, I would not need a new kidney and I would be able 
to digest my food because He had healed me. The hot feeling ran on 
through my body. Then I looked at Jesus to see if He would leave me 
just healed inside. Jesus smiled and I felt the pressure of His hands on 
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the knots and as His hands pressed in the middle of my spine there was 
a tingling sensation like I had touched a live wire. I felt this sensation like 
an electrical current and stood on my feet just as straight as I am on this 
platform speaking to you tonight. I was healed inside and outside. In 10 
seconds Jesus had healed me and made me every whit whole. He did 
for me in a few moments what the doctors on this earth could not do. The 
Great Physician did it and He did it perfectly. 

You say, "Betty, how did you feel when you jumped out of the chair?" 
You'll never know unless you once were a hopeless cripple. You'll never 
know unless you sat in a chair with no hope. I ran to my mother and said, 
"Mom, feel, are the knots gone?" She felt up and down my spine and 
said, "Yes, they are gone!" I heard the bones crack and pop. Betty, 
you're healed! You're healed! Praise Him for it!" 

I turned around and looked back at the chair that was empty and tears 
rolled down my cheeks. My body felt light all over because I didn't have 
any pain and I had always had pain. I felt tall because I had been bent 
almost double with my head on my chest, the knots were gone and my 
spine was straight. I raised my arms and pinched one of them. My arms 
had feeling. They weren't paralyzed anymore. 

Then I looked and saw my baby brother standing in front of the chair. Big 
tears were rolling down his little cheeks. Looking up at me I heard him 
say, "I saw Sis jump out of the big chair. I saw Jesus heal Sis." He was 
really thrilled. I picked up the chair, raised it above my head and said, 

"See what the God I serve can do!" 

Standing right behind my baby brother Jesus still stood. He looked at me 
from the soles of my feet to the top of my head. I was straight and 
normal. Holding my eyes with His, He began to speak slowly and I'm 
going to tell you what He said. "Betty, I am giving you the desire of your 
heart to be healed. You are normal and well. You have health now. You 
are completely well because I healed you." Pausing a moment He gave 
me a searching look and with authority in His lovely voice He said, "Now 
remember, every day look at the clouds and watch. The next time you 
see Me coming in a cloud, I will not leave you here but I will take you to 
be with me forever." Friend, He is coming back again.  

The healing of Betty Baxter took place on 24 August 1941. 

Courtesy: www.teleiosministries.com 
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BIBLE QUIZ FOR ALL 
The quiz is open to participants of all ages.  
Answers should be given by the 20th of the month.  
Late entries will not be considered.  
Answers should be mailed to sheebs@hotmail.com 
or sent to Mrs. Sheeba Roshan +91 98402 16279. 
Names of participants with score will be mentioned in 
the next issue.  
Winners will be awarded at the end of the year. 
 
QUIZ 3 
Portion: Lamentations 

1. How is the city of Jerusalem described? 
2. It is good for a man to bear the _______________ in his youth. 
3. What is the cruelty of the people compared to? 
4. Turn thou us unto thee,O Lord, and we shall be turned; 

_________________our days as of old. 
5. What did the people who passed Jerusalem do? 
6. The book laments about________________. 
7. The author was known as the ___________ prophet.  
8. In the original Hebrew version, the verses followed ______________ 
a) Rhyme scheme     b) Terza Rima    c) Iambic Pentameter d) Acrostic 
9. Identify the famous 1923 hymn of faith inspired by this book: 
10. Which 2 specific sins does Jeremiah mention as causes for the 

calamity that fell upon Jerusalem? 
 
All answers do not have direct references from the Bible. 
Bonne Chance! 

Answers to Quiz 2: 

1. Hananiah - Jer 28:1-11 
2. Merodach, Carved Images - Jer 50:2, Jer 50:38, 51:17 
3. Johanan offered to kill Ishmail secretly - Jer 40:15 
4. God promised the people of Israel and Judah  
- Restoration from Babylonian captivity - Jer 29:11-14, 30:8-22.  
- He assured them of their regathering from the places they were 

scattered – Jer 31:1-17, 46:27. 
- Besides restoration, everything - health healing, goodness, prosperity, 

peace, joy and gladness 
- was granted – Jer 33:6-16. 
5. God asked him to do so - God asked Jeremiah to write and read His 

judgements against Judah and Israel so that they might turn from 
their evil ways - Jer 30:1, 36:1-3 

6. In earthen vessels - Jer 32:14 
7. Endearing names used by God 

mailto:sheebs@hotmail.com


 

33 

 

- You shall be My people and I will be your God - Jer 30:3, 22, 31:1, 
32:38.  

- For I am a Father to Israel and Ephraim is my Firstborn – Jer 31:9.  
- Is Ephraim My dear son? Is he a pleasant child? – Jer 31:20 
- O My servant Jacob – Jer 30:10, 46:27 
- My heritage – Jer 50:11 
- Israel is the tribe of His inheritance – Jer 51:19 
8. God says He will correct us when we go astray. He uses 

Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon to discipline His people. 
Restoration is granted when they repent (Jer 46:28), so discipline is 
good. 

- It makes us aware of our sins – Jer 30:10-15 
- It gives an opportunity to examine ourselves – Jer 31:18-20 
- God forgives our sins when we repent – Jer 31:34  
- He gives us a new heart to follow Him – Jer 32:38-40  
- Cleansing gives us peace and joy – Jer 33:6-9 9.  
9. Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon – Jer 37:1 
10. The Rechabites were one of the families residing in Jerusalem during 

the Babylonian siege. They were known for their obedience. They 
were named after their forefather Rechab who instructed them not to 
drink wine. The Rechabites were following this instruction without any 
compromise – Jer 35:2-10 

 
Points tally after Quiz 2:   

  

 
    Feb 2019  Aggregate 

1 Daniel Inbaraj  10 20 

2 Felicia Williams 10 20 

3 Hannah Cheryl Daniel 10 20 

4 Jaden Johnsson Dhyriam 10 20 

5 Jadon Titus Muller 10 20 

6 Jason Travis Daniel  10 20 

7 Jeremy Roopsingh 10 20 

8 Jessica Lilly 10 19 

9 Jeyasri David 10 10 

10 Joann Ignatius 10 20 

11 Jonathan Ethan Dhyriam 10 20 

12 Jonathan Roopsingh 10 20 

13 Keturah Manoharan 10 20 

14 Mahilini Santhosh 10 20 
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15 Rohan Abraham 10 20 

16 Santosh Dhyriam 10 20 

17 Shekinah Tanya Dhyriam 10 20 

18 Shreya Dhyriam 10 20 

19 Tasha Grace  10 20 

20 Zibia Thiraviaraj 10 20 
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SATAN TEMPTS JESUS 
Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the 
wilderness to be tempted by the devil. And 
when He had fasted forty days and forty nights, 
afterward He was hungry. 
St. Matthew 4:1,2
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Why EanMe? 
‘EanMe’ – literally meaning “unless” in Greek – has its roots in St. 
Thomas the apostle’s words of doubt. It is based on his famous words to 
the Risen Lord in John 20:25: “…Unless I see in His hands the print of 
the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and put my hand 
into His side, I will not believe.” 
‘Unless’ or ‘except’ in the King James Version is translated from the 
Greek word ‘Eanme’ εανμε (eh-an’ may) meaning: before, but, except, 
not or unless.  

We welcome your original contributions to the 
EanMe in the form of articles, poems, Protestant 
church pictures for the cover, or information 
relevant to the season. Please send your entries by 
hard/soft copy to reach the STEC church office 
stthomasenglishchur@bsnl.in or 
stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com by the 20th of 
every month. 

You can read the current issue of EanMe online at 
http://www.santhomeenglishchurch.org/. A few earlier issues have been 
archived on `CSI St. Thomas English Church’ facebook page. 
 
Contributions are also invited for the Sunday bulletin. If you have any 
interesting information to share in the form of anecdotes, short stories 
etc. (around 100 words) relevant to the Sunday theme, please mail it to 
Kavita Edward: sandeekov@gmail.com  
 
 
We are on Social Media! 
 
‘Like’ our Church page on Facebook to stay updated 
https://www.facebook.com/StThomasEnglishChurch 
 
‘Follow’@CSI_STEC on Twitter 
 
Join our Church group on Facebook to connect with each other and 
share / view pictures of church events 
https://www.facebook.com/CSI St. Thomas English Church, Santhome 
 
`Follow’ @csi_stec on Instagram 
 

Travelling on work or vacation?  
Don’t forget to click a picture! 
If you happen to visit or see a beautiful, historic Protestant 
church that you think should be on our EanMe cover, please 
click a hi-res picture and e-mail it, along with a short note 
about the Church, to stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com 

mailto:sandeekov@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/StThomasEnglishChurch
https://www.facebook.com/
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If you would like to join, participate in or use your time and effort for the 
Ministries, Fellowships and activities of the Church, please get in touch 
with the following people: 
Sunday School – Mrs. Annamary Frederick  
Tweens Fellowship – Mr. Swithun Manoharan / Mr. Joshua Foulger 
Adult Fellowship – Mr. Ajit Stanley Moses 
Choir – Mrs. Anila Manoharan 
Women’s Fellowship – Mrs. Vasanthi Premkumar  
Men’s Fellowship – Mr. Milton Sigamoney 
Rapha (Hospital Ministry) – Mrs. Ranjini Inbaraj  
Blossoms for Christ (Evening Sunday School) – Mrs. Sheeba Roshan 
Church Library – Mrs. Shailaja Henry  
Eco (Garden) – Mrs. Premalatha Samuel 
Evangelism – Mrs. Nirmala Stephen  
EanMe, Website Content, Facebook, Twitter & Instagram moderation – 
Mrs. Fabiola Jacob 
Weekly Bulletin (Pew Sheets) – Mrs. Kavita Edward 
Education Ministry (School) – Mrs. Gemina Martin 
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 FELLOWSHIP PROGRAMMES 
 

Sunday School : 
English:  Sunday – 8:00 am 

Tamil:  Sunday - 4 pm 

Tweens’ Fellowship : Sunday – 4:30 pm 

Women’s Fellowship : I and III Saturday - 5:00 pm 

Men’s Fellowship : II and IV Saturday - 6:30 pm 

Adults’ Fellowship : Sunday - 5:00 pm 

Hospital visit : II Sunday - 10:15 am 

 

 

 

 

PASTORATE  

COMMITTEE 

MEMBERS 

 

Mr. Ajit Stanley Moses 

Mr. S.P. Paul 

Mr. A. Arun Jacob 

Dr. Vijit Koshy Cherian 

Mrs. Saroja Bai J. 

Mrs. Susanna Premalatha Samuel 

Mrs. Sheeba Roshan 

Mr. Gerald Joshua Divyaprabhu 

Mr. Jewel Solomon Devanand 

Mrs. Nisha Jeethendra 

 

 

 

   

  

 

The Rt. Rev. Dr. J. George Stephen 
Bishop in Madras 

 

Rev. D. Richard Ambrose Jebakumar 
Presbyter-in-charge 

 
Mr. Milton Sigamoney 
Mr. Ajit Stanley Moses 

Lay Readers 

             Mr. Stephen Michael A. 
             Secretary 

Mr. Benjamin Hastings 
Treasurer 
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WORSHIP SERVICES – PLAN FOR MARCH 2019 

Date and  
Time 

Day Services and Preacher Theme Stewards for Bible 
Reading and Offertory 

3.3.2019 
7:30 am 

 
 
 

6.00 pm 

Quinquagesima  
Sung Eucharist: 
Celebrant:  Rev. D. Richard 
Ambrose 
 
Evensong: 
Sermon: Mr. Milton Sigamoney 

 

Lent: a time of 
redemption 

Isaiah 58: 1 – 14  
Romans 2: 1 – 13   
Psalm 51: 1 – 12  
St. John 5: 1 – 9 
 
Rev. D. Richard 
Ambrose & family 

6.3.2019 
7:00 pm 

 
Ash Wednesday 

 
Sung Eucharist: 
Celebrant:  Rev. D. Richard 
Ambrose 

Cross: a call to 
vicarious 
suffering 

I Kings 17: 12 – 24  
Philippians 2: 1 – 11  
Psalm 102 
St. Mark 8: 31 – 38  

10.3.2019 
7:00 am 

 
 

8:15 am 
 
 

6.00 pm 

 

First Sunday of 
Lent 

 
Holy Eucharist: 
Celebrant:  Rev. D. Richard 
Ambrose 
Sung Matins: 
Sermon: Mrs. Lillian Richard 
 
Holy Eucharist: 
Celebrant: Rev. D. Richard 
Ambrose 

 

Being with 
outcasts and the 

marginalized 

 
Esther 4: 1 – 17  
Acts 15: 12 – 21  
Psalm 43 
St. Mark 1: 40 – 45 
 
Mr. Ponniah Frederick & 
family 
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13.3.2019 
7:00 pm 

 
Mid-week 

Lenten 
meditation 

 
Holy Eucharist: 
Celebrant:  Rev. D. Richard 
Ambrose 
Message: Mr. David Charlu 

 
Church in 
Ephesus 

 
Revelation 2: 1 – 7  
Psalm 32 

17.3.2019 
7:30 am 

 
 
 
 
 

6:00 pm 

Second Sunday 
of Lent 

 
Sung Eucharist: 
Celebrant: Rev. D. Richard 
Ambrose 
Message: Dr. Z. Edward 
Kennedy 
 
Evensong: 
Sermon: Mr. Ajit Stanley 
Moses 

 

Releasing from 
the burden of 

sin 

II Samuel 12: 1 – 14 
Acts 8: 9 – 25 
Psalm 32 
St. Mark 2: 1 – 12 
 
Mr. S. Deva Anand & 
family 

20.3.2019 
7:00 pm 

 
Mid-week 

Lenten 
meditation 

 
Holy Eucharist: 
Celebrant:  Rev. D. Richard 
Ambrose 
Message: Dr. S. Dijju 

 
Church in 
Smyrna 

 

Revelation 2: 8 – 11 
Psalm 38 
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24.3.2019 
7:30 am 

 
 
 
 

6:00 pm 

Third Sunday of 
Lent 

 
Sung Eucharist: 
Celebrant: Rev. D. Richard 
Ambrose 
Sermon: Mr. David Charlu 
 
Evensong: 
Sermon: Dr. Z. Edward 
Kennedy 

 
 
 
Acknowledging 
faith beyond 
boundaries  

Isaiah 44: 28 – 45 ; 8 
Acts 10: 24 – 33 
Psalm 125 
St. Mathew 15: 21 – 28 
 
Dr. D.J.E. Ravi Thilagan 
& family 

27.3.2019 
7:00 pm 

 
Mid-week 

Lenten 
meditation 

 
Holy Eucharist: 
Celebrant:  Rev. D. Richard 
Ambrose 
Message: Rev. Dr. Pearly 
Usha 

 
Church in 

Pergamum 

 

Revelation 2: 12 -17 
Psalm 102 

31.3.2019 
7:30 am 

 
 
 
 

6:00 pm 

Fourth Sunday 
of Lent 

 
Sung Eucharist: 
Celebrant: Rev. D. Richard 
Ambrose 
Sermon: Mr. Milton Sigamoney 
 
Evensong: 
Sermon: Mrs. Lilian Richard 

 
 

Transforming 
oppressive 
structures 

Nahum 1: 1 – 15 
Acts 4: 32 – 37 
Psalm 113 
St. Luke 13: 10 – 17 
 
Mr. T. S. David 
Devanand & family 


