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Dear parishioners,  
 
I greet you all in the Name of our Triune God. I also 
praise Him for protecting us and guiding us in the 
whole of last month. Surely He is a faithful God who 
delights to bless us, because He loves us. In turn He 
expects only one thing from us – and that is to love 
Him with our entire being. How do we love Him? By 
doing what He has taught us and commanded us.  
 

With that understanding let us focus on honesty this month. In Ephesians 
4:25 we read, Therefore each of you must put off falsehood and speak 
truthfully to his neighbour. Let me share an illustration. 
 
One day, a woman visited her friend whom she had not met for many 
years. After spending the whole day together, the woman was about to 
return home. She went to her car, and to her dismay discovered that she 
had locked it and left the key inside her car. She did not know what to do. 
So she rang up her husband who was in his office and informed the 
matter. He was intensely irritated and frustrated, because he had to go to 
their home which was about twenty miles, pick up the key from there, 
and come to the friend’s house which was about fifty miles. However he 
said to his wife – anyway you just stay there till I bring the key to you. 
Meanwhile, the woman again went back to the car and found that one of 
the back doors was open. She moved swiftly into her friend’s house and 
telephoned her husband, but he had already left! “What are you going to 
do when your husband arrives?” her friend asked. “Will he not shout at 
you when he finds out that he came here for no reason?” And the woman 
kept her cool and said, “No problem! I’ll easily manage the show!” Having 
said so, she locked the back door of the car and slammed it shut! 
 
Dear people of God, it is easy to cover up and look innocent in the eyes 
of men when we are not. We are used to putting on masks that make 
others think we are better than what we really are. But the Bible teaches 
us to be truthful and sincere. We can deceive people who look at our 
outward appearance, but the Lord looks at our hearts. He knows our 
deceiving thoughts. He desires truth even in our inward parts. The 
Psalmist laments unto God in Psalm 51:6 – Behold You delight in truth in 
the inward being, and You teach me wisdom in the secret heart. 
Proverbs 19:22 says, better to be poor than a liar. Therefore let us be 
honest in all our dealings with people, not only in our workplace, but also 
within our families, between husband and wife, parents and children.  
 
Proverbs 3:3 says let love and faithfulness never leave you. Bind them 
around your neck and write them on the tablet of your heart. We will 
surely be honoured by our Lord for our honesty and integrity. Revelation 
21:8 says that even liars would be cast off in the fiery lake of burning 
sulphur. Let us resolve to speak truth always to everyone.  
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At times when we fail and are caught red-handed, we try to escape, by 
telling one lie after the other daringly. My dear friends, let us cautiously 
depend on God, pleading with Him to give His grace and strength to tell 
the truth, and be honest at every step in our lives. Let us not deceive 
others and ourselves. Let honesty linger in our hearts all through this 
month, transforming us.  
 
Important dates to remember: 
 
17.02.2019 – Sunday –7.30 am – Doctors’ Sunday 
24.02.2019 – Sunday –10.30 am - Annual congregational meeting 
 
Let the God of concern be with us and understand all our hearts desires 
and fulfill them, thus revealing Himself to us in a blessed way.  
 
Be assured of my prayers at all times. God bless. 
Yours in His joyful service, 
 
Rev. D. Richard Ambrose Jebakumar 
Presbyter and Chairman – PC 
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Write to us! 
Do you have a comment on the articles, a 
fresh new idea or feedback about the 
EanMe that you would like to share with 
other readers? Mail it to 
stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com with 
‘EanMe MailBox’ in the subject. The best 
letters will be published in the next issue of 
the EanMe. 

 

From someone who is not a member of STEC: 

My family and I have been worshipping 
in the 202-year-old CSI St. John’s 
Church, Trichy for the past 38 years. My 
sister-in-law Mrs. Sylvia Ponnaiya, a 
STEC member, gave me a copy of 
EanMe when it featured our church’s 
picture on the cover.  

I was intrigued by the title and was happy to read the explanation inside. 
I found it packed with good reads on church history, biographies of 
missionaries who were our spiritual forefathers, Scriptural studies and 
lessons, stories, quick and easy Bible quizzes and inducements to 
memorise Scripture, apart from the Pastor’s letter and reports on church 
activities. The contents were interesting, informative, inspiring and 
creative. Cartoons, quotes, jokes and poems were a bonus. On the 
whole, I found EanMe, a wonderful effort to foster growth in the 
knowledge and love of our Lord and to nurture fellowship within the 
congregation, with something for every age group - the young and the 
not-so-young. 

A year ago, I was asked to be the editor of our church newsletter to be 
printed once in three months. It had not been published for many years. I 
had been involved in editing and writing for our church’s Bicentennial 
Souvenir but was clueless about editing a church newsletter. Relatives 
and friends gave me copies of the newsletters of four different Protestant 
churches and I went through all of them. EanMe was unbeatable in the 
variety of content. The editor is able to do a fantastic job, with the 
involvement of the Pastor and fellow members, month after month. God 
bless EanMe! 

Devina Albert 
20 January 2019 

mailto:stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com
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OUT OF BONDAGE 
 

Le Morne Brabant is a beautiful mountain in 
Mauritius that rises 1824 ft above sea level on 
the south-west coast. Now a UNESCO world 
heritage site, popular for trekking, Le Morne 

Brabant also has a tragic history. During the early 19th century when 
Mauritius was occupied by the French, and then the British, slaves were 
brought from Africa, India and Madagascar to work in the sugar 
plantations. The steep cliffs and caves of Le Morne Brabant were at that 
time a place of refuge for runaway slaves, until slavery was abolished in 
the European colonies in 1834.  
 
It is said that on 1 February 1835, when soldiers arrived to inform a 
group of runaway slaves that they were now free, they panicked thinking 
they were about to be caught, and scurried up the cliffs and jumped to 
their death! The memorial here has these haunting lines by Richard 
Sedley Assonne “…my people the maroons chose the kiss of death over 
the chains of slavery.”  
 
Breaking free 
Yes, slavery is all-consuming, which is why time and again it is used in 
the Bible to illustrate the bondage of sin. Though our slavery is not one of 
outward chains, we are often held captive by our own brokenness and 
sin. Jesus said, “Everyone who sins is a slave to sin. Now a slave has no 
permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to it forever. So if the 
Son sets you free, you will be free indeed” (John 8:34-36). 
 
Yes, we can be liberated from our guilt, shame, and hopelessness. By 
trusting Jesus, we can be free indeed! 
 
A transformed life 
Jesus takes us as we are and transforms us. The Bible says, “Anyone 
who belongs to Christ has become a new person. The old life is gone; a 
new life has begun!” (II Cor. 5:17). When we leave our sins behind and 
begin to walk with Christ, the passions and pitfalls that once dominated 
our “old life” (I Cor. 6:9-11) fades away as we are transformed. “All this is 
from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ” (II Cor. 5:18). 
 
Still, life as a “new person” isn’t always easy. It can take time to 
disconnect from old habits. We may struggle with ideas that were 
foundational to our old way of life. Yet over time, God’s Holy Spirit works 
in us, giving us inner strength and an understanding of Christ’s love. As 
God’s beautiful new creations, we’re now free to leave our bondage 
behind.  

Fabiola Jacob 



 

8 

 

Gracing our cover this month is the historic First Baptist 
Church in Columbia, South Carolina, USA, 
photographed by George Shanthakumar. 
 
About the Church 
Originally called the James Petigru Boyce Chapel, this 
historic church at 1306 Hampton Street in Columbia, 

South Carolina was built in the Greek revival style. A convention met 
here on December 17, 1860, whose delegates voted unanimously for 
South Carolina to secede from the United States, leading to the 
American Civil War. It was designated a National Historic Landmark due 
to the role it played at the time. 
 
The First Baptist Church of Columbia was first organized in 1809, with 
the building of the first church building, located on Sumter Street, in 
1811. The second First Baptist Church was built in 1859 by an unknown 
architect. Its construction was funded by James Petigru Boyce, the first 
president of the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary – featured in 
‘Heroes of Faith’ on page 23. 
 
The following year, in 1860, the Church was the site of the first state 
convention to discuss secession following the election of Abraham 
Lincoln as President of the United States. Under the chairmanship of D. 
F. Jamison, a unanimous vote of 159-0 in favor of secession on 
December 17, 1860 led to South Carolina seceding from the United 
States; it was the only such convention where the vote to secede was 
unanimous. Six other states would follow South Carolina's lead before 
the Battle of Fort Sumter. This convention lasted only one day, as 
Columbia was then experiencing an outbreak of smallpox.   
 
When the Union Army invaded Columbia, they set fire to the Washington 
Street Methodist Church, South, building, led by the black First Baptist 
sexton who thought that it was the site of the secession convention. The 
invaders burned a third of Columbia's buildings, but the First Baptist 
Church was spared. Until 1992, the original building was used for 
services, till it moved to a new building that includes the new sanctuary 
and the Estep Family Life Centre.  The original building was renamed for 
Boyce. It was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1971 
and became a National Historic Landmark in 1973.  
 
We attended the Church on 10th and 17th June 2018.  It was quite 
surprising to note that Sunday school is conducted for adults and 
students separately before commencement of the church for an hour 
over free breakfast.  On 17th, we attended Sunday school where a 
portion of the Bible was read, meditated and discussed by a young 
preacher. Sunday services at the First Baptist Church can be watched 
online.  

 Ventriloquist Shanthakumar 
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FASTING 

On Fridays many fast, some skip a meal, 
On Friday mother skipped her dinner, with 
God it was a deal. 
Friday nights mother will finish eating, father will be quiet till last, 
After her dinner, he will remind her of the fast. 
 
A friend told me that her mother was on fast, 
She was given a bowl of fruits, which for long did not last. 
She drank a glass of milk and some sweet followed, 
I was told that for this type of fasting, fruits and milk products are 
allowed. 
 
Jesus fasted for forty days and nights after He was baptized, 
People asked Jesus’ disciples why they never fasted like disciples of 
John the Baptist 
Jesus said that when the ‘Bridegroom’ is with them, fasting was not in 
need, 
When the ‘Bridegroom’ is taken away they will fast and to His voice 
heed. 

Prema Jayasunder 
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2018 REMINISCING . . . 
 

2018 was a landmark year for music in STEC. It 
marked the 25th death anniversary of Uncle Seth 
Balasunder who was synonymous with music in 
STEC for more than 3 decades. In addition, our pipe 
organ turned 150 last year!  
 

Uncle Seth Balasunder: Until his sudden passing on 28 October 1993 
on the tennis court, Uncle lived and breathed choral music. Music was 
his great passion in life, tennis being the other. Uncle was blessed with 
an illustrious career as the Joint Director of Small-scale Industries, TN, 
and later as the Director of CIPET. After his retirement, he taught part-
time at HIET.  
 
Amid his full schedule, he invested so much of his time and effort to build 
the choir at STEC. He infused in each chorister the love of singing. Uncle 
explained the rudiments of music theory and sight-singing, gave us tips 
on intonation, phrasing and tone, and basically taught us everything we 
know about singing! Uncle used to make a detour, pick up choristers who 
would otherwise not come, and take them to the weekly Saturday choir 
practice in his grey Fiat! Choir practice would always start with prayer 
and warm-up exercises, and we still use Uncle’s exercises to this day!  
 
He sang a beautiful tenor line, and was an imaginative musician, always 
looking to add a flourish or countermelody to the written score. He 
introduced us to varied music across genres. He used his contacts 
around the world to get cantatas and anthems for the choir. He 
conducted the choir during the choir programmes every year – Passion 
recital, Choir Sunday and Carol service.  
 
Uncle was supported on the pipe organ by stalwarts like Ebenezer Noble 
and Alice George. He encouraged people to join the choir and expected 
us to give our best. The `five-fold’ Amen and many descants that we sing 
today, were composed by him. Many a time, he would distribute music, 
hand-written and signed by him. He also brought in expert singers to 
reinforce the choir for certain programmes.  
 
Uncle was much loved by other musicians of his time, and he was a 
valuable member of other choirs - George Harris’s Minstrels and Gita 
Menon’s Polyphonics. He was also involved in taking music to many 
schools in Chennai. 
 
During STEC carol rounds every year, Uncle’s home used to be a 
favourite stop! Unlike other homes where we would be greeted by 
darkness, Uncle used to stay awake, waiting to welcome the carol party! 
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It was there that the young basses and tenors got the courage to imitate 
Uncle, providing laughs all around!  
 
The inscription on his tombstone aptly reads `If music were a language, 
he taught many to speak it fluently’. I thank God for giving Balasunder 
Uncle to STEC. He truly was a treasure! 
 
Pipe organ: Built in 1868 in London by Thomas Robson, this pipe organ 
was probably installed in STEC in the late 19th or early 20th century. It is 
a small yet robust instrument, generating good tone, suitable for the size 
of STEC. However, all acoustic instruments need regular maintenance 
and servicing, and this aspect was sadly lacking in Madras. So over the 
years, the pipe organ suffered at the hands of multiple repairers, who 
quite clearly did not know how to tune, regulate and maintain the pipe 
organ. 
 
Up until the 1970s, the pipe organ did not have a blower, and the bellows 
had to be pumped manually, for it to sing. Then an electric blower was 
installed in a separate structure outside the church. In the early 1980s, 
an electronic Reginald keyboard was fitted onto the pipe organ, and the 
sound was amplified. This went on for about 20-25 years. Subsequently, 
the pipe organ completely stopped working and electronic keyboards 
were in use in STEC. 
 
In 2012, we realised that if we did not take quick action, STEC would 
lose the pipe organ. So we went for a restoration which was done by 
Midland Organ, Hele & Company, UK. Since 2015, the pipe organ is in 
regular use every Sunday, making it the oldest pipe organ in working 
condition in Chennai! We are so grateful to God for blessing STEC with 
this beautiful instrument. 

 Anila Manoharan 

 

 
THANKFUL MEMORIES… 

 
We will ever miss uncle Balasunder only this side of eternity but not on 
the other side of eternity, about which “not half has ever been told!...” 
Uncle’s convicting voice while he sang this song: “I have read of a 
beautiful city, far away in the kingdom of God….” is fresh in my memory. 
Uncle has been my role model, for his patience, endurance and 
meekness. His preparedness, even for the simplest week-end choir 
practice, was remarkable, which impacted my level of preparedness in 
the official realm too. 
 
Recollecting my thoughts about our Church pipe organ…Oh, it’s an 
epitome of endurance amidst impact of the nearby sea! Though a small 
organ, it had a great impact, especially during Church communion 
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services. I felt the organ acting as an enabler to the moving of the Spirit 
of God. In fact, several times I worshipped God with a surrender of my 
life to Him, as I played this organ.  
 
Therefore, lets praise God for everything He has ordained in our lives! 
Amen. 

Ebenezer Noble 
Organist in STEC from 1974-1988 

 

 
GOLDEN MEMORIES, SILVER REMEMBRANCES 

 
`If music were a language, he taught many to speak it fluently’ – these 
are the words of remembrance on the grave of Uncle Seth Balasunder – 
one of the greatest engineers cum choir master of STEC, who moulded 
the lives of many – one of them being me – Alice George – now Alice 
Lawrence. 

Uncle’s car was called `ladies special’ as he picked up all the young girls 
to bring them for choir practice on weekdays. A symbol of patience and 
love – with a great passion and commitment to the job of choir master – 
he took great pains to choose songs, make copies of words and music, 
and maintained a high standard of singing. He took us to various musical 
programmes and exposed us to a great variety of singing. His rich tenor 
voice was so loud and commanding that he never needed a mike. 

Uncle had a great talent of changing words of familiar songs to suit 
special occasions. He even composed music for five-fold Amen. 

It has been a memorable part of my life playing the 150-year-old pipe 
organ, from age 12 years to 25 years. The rich and vibrant tone of the 
organ not only fills the church like a candle in a dark room, but also 
comforts and consoles the hearts of many depressed and desperate 
souls who come to church. 

Playing the organ has always left me with a great feeling of joy, 
satisfaction and humility, that God chose me to serve Him with the little 
talent I have. 

Alice Lawrence nee George 
Organist in STEC from 1972-1985 
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FLAG-HOISTING ON REPUBLIC DAY 
 
We celebrated our nation’s 70th Republic Day by inviting all Church 
members to be present at 8.30am on January 26, to hoist the National 
Flag and to pray for our leaders, and for secular governance of our 
nation. 
 
We began with a prayer and the National flag was unfurled by our Pastor 
Rev. Richard Ambrose. We stood in attention and sang the National 
Anthem and saluted our Flag. A passage from the Bible was read by 
Gemina Martin, followed by prayers for communal harmony, responsible 
citizenship and our leaders – the President of India, the Prime Minister 
and Council of Ministers. Prayers for the general welfare of the country, 
for the freedom gifted to our nation and for integration and harmony were 
offered too. 
 
My closing prayer was followed by benediction by our Pastor. We 
enjoyed the fellowship with sweets and coffee. 

   Milton Sigamoney 
Lay Reader 
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NEW YEAR RETREAT – A REPORT 
 

This year, the STEC 'New year retreat' was held on 19 - 20 January. Day 
1 of the retreat was at the CSI St. Andrew’s Church at Ulliambakkam, a 
village church built by our congregation, while Day 2 was on Sunday in 
our Church.   
 
We gathered in Church on Saturday morning to leave for Ulliambakkam. 
Some of us, the ‘young at heart’ members of our church were privileged 
to join with the village congregation in praising God for the New Year.  
The Church was full to its capacity, and it was such a wonderful and 
cherishing experience.  The love and care that the village congregation 
showered on us was amazing. 
 
The retreat began with Praise and Worship, led by Dr. Anand Babu who 
was accompanied by his wife Tijitha on the guitar. We had a wonderful 
and meaningful time of worship. Many young members of the 
Ulliambakkam church were very good at playing musical instruments, 
and they made the worship lively.  
 
After prayer and introduction by our Pastor, Dr. Anand Babu ministered 
to us from Luke 5:1-9.  We were greatly encouraged by the message, 
and many of us took decisions to put a little effort for Christ, and catch a 
large number of fish. 
 
Our fellowship lunch that day was made by the members themselves, 
and in the afternoon, we were greatly entertained by the dance 
performances of the young and old of the village congregation, in praise 
of the Almighty. We marvelled at how talented they were in executing 
their skills!  We departed at 4.pm, with happy moments to cherish, and 
with the commitment to remember our village churches in our prayers 
regularly.  
 
On Sunday, Dr. Anand Babu shared the word of God during the morning 
worship service - from Luke Chapter 15. We had new insights about the 
woman who lost the coin, comparing the woman with the church, and  
the coin which was lost, but remembered and restored.   
 
After the worship service, we continued with our retreat, with interesting 
games and quizzes conducted by Mrs. Anand Babu. All the participants 
greatly enjoyed the fun.  Dr. Anand Babu’s message touched upon Luke 
chapter 5:5, relating it with the Old Testament. Through his message, 
God took us to a new dimension in our faith journey.  Glory be to God! 
Our hearts were filled with gratefulness, for having the opportunity to 
participate in the retreat, and to grow a little more in love, faith and 
commitment. The retreat was concluded with a tasty lunch. 

Zibiah Thiraviaraj 
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MY FAVOURITE VERSE… 
 

In my ventriloquism show, I used to ask my prop, “Do you know what 
positive thinking is?  Can you give an example?”  He replied, “Yes… my 
grandma was 99 years old.  But she bought life time validity card!” “But 
do you know that the word ‘impossible’ is not there in my dictionary?”  
Pat came the reply: “No use in complaining now.  You should have 
checked it before buying!” 
 
I explain the power of positive thinking with two anecdotes in my 
programme.   

• Ants were playing near a pond when an elephant entered into the 
pond flashing water.  In the process, all the ants were thrown helter-
skelter.   Incidentally an ant fell upon the head of the elephant.  On 
seeing this, an angered ant outside the pond shouted at his friend on 
the top of the elephant, “Hey… Don’t spare him… Push his head 
deep under the water!”   

• A baby mosquito grew up. The mother mosquito, before bidding him 
farewell for the first day’s work, taught him how to suck blood and 
escape.  In the evening, the mother mosquito was anxious to know 
the experience of the young mosquito. “How was your experience?”  
The young one coolly replied, “Fantastic!  Whenever I sucked blood, 
the guys clapped at me!”  Though the victims tried to kill it, the young 
one took them as applause! 

 
I’m a big fan of Rev. Norman Vincent Peale and Rev. Robert Schuller 
and wrote short books about them and their self-confidence.  I was 
thrilled to visit Crystal Cathedral at Los Angeles built by the latter during 
my recent trip to the US, by God’s grace.   
 
Norman Vincent Peale’s book, “The Power of Positive Thinking” was a 
great source of inspiration and confidence whenever I faced problems in 
my life.  When I was a Branch Manager of Indian Bank at Sivadhapuram 
near Salem, I faced enormous problems and pressure from the local 
political leaders for granting more loans and Bank Inspectors, for being 
honest.  A party leader even threatened to kill me just like a Bank 
Manager in Trichirappalli was gunned down at that time. 
 
During those dangerous situations, I used to repeat my favourite verse 
given below and sometimes louder when I drove my scooter to my office.  
When my fear and worry turned into instant tranquility, confidence flowed 
in profusely.  Because of my prayer and extending good service to that 
party leader despite his threats, he volunteered to help me in getting my 
transfer order to Calcutta cancelled.  Alleluia!  Here’s my most favourite 
verse… 
“I can do anything through Christ who strengthens me!”—Phil. 4:13 

Ventriloquist Shanthakumar
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‘HIDE THEM IN YOUR HEART' - A SCRIPTURE CHALLENGE!  
 
Can you memorize Psalm 24 before 24 February 2019? 
 
If this offer appeals to you, please approach 
Roshan Soundarapandian (Mobile No: 
98403 88365) - a surprise awaits you! 
The winners will be announced in next 
month's EanMe!  
Of course, prizes would follow! 
Anyone can rise to the opportunity - no age 
limit – all the best! 
 
Winners: 
 

Name 
Jan 2019 

Psalm 51 

Iris Manoharan 

Ranjini Inbaraj 

Aria Manoharan 
Keturah Manoharan 
Felicia Williams 

Jaden Johnsson Dhyriam 

Jonathan Ethan Dhyriam 
Jonathan Roopsingh 
Jeremy Roopsingh 
Mercy Roshan 

Zoey Joanna Emmanuel 

Joshua Emmanuel 

Priya Muller  

Jadon Titus Muller  
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WOMEN IN THE NEW TESTAMENT 
“They have no wine…” – Mother Mary 
 
I wonder what prompted Mary to take the matter to her son Jesus? This 
is significant as Mary prompted her Son to commence His miracle 
ministry as per the will of God the Father Almighty. While the message 
conveyed to Jesus is of some importance, the hopes of Mother Mary on 
her Son is significant too, as she persuades the servants at the wedding 
by saying “Do whatever He (Jesus) tells you”. 
 
As we can see, Mother Mary’s influence on Jesus her Son was immense 
– just as every mother plays a very decisive role in the emotional and 
spiritual development of her child. It is also known that God chose this 
village maiden from a devout Jewish family. On the part of Jesus, we 
could find that He obeyed His mother’s words with respect and ordered 
to fill up the jars with water, which He turned into wine. 
 
Thus, in the New Testament, we find women playing an important role in 
the life and ministry of Jesus. Following are a few significant examples: 

• Peter’s mother-in-law – healed by Jesus. 

• A Syrophoenician women who pleaded with Jesus to heal her 
possessed daughter. Initially, Jesus ignored her (which is rather 
unusual), but her faith survived the test and He praises her and heals 
her daughter.  

• The widow of ‘Nain” – Jesus Himself was moved with compassion 
and brings her only son back to life. 

• Mary and Martha – close friends of Jesus, along with Lazarus, their 
brother. When Lazarus died, Jesus did one of the greatest miracles 
by raising him, after seeing the sorrow of the two sisters. Besides, 
Jesus was deeply troubled and He wept – a very human reaction. 

• The poor widow who dropped two small coins - all that she had. 
Jesus’ reaction was different and He praised her, noting her whole-
hearted offering. 

• A Samaritan woman – Jesus asked her for water to quench His thirst 
– something unorthodox for a Jew, with a deep meaning. 

• A sinner (woman) boldly walks into a Pharisee’s house and washes 
Jesus’ feet with her tears, and wipes them with her hair, besides 
anointing His feet with a costly perfume. Jesus took it as a sign of His 
death. 

• Many women followed Jesus while carrying the cross, while all the 
twelve disciples had disappeared. On Sunday, Magdalene Mary, 
Joanna, Chuza and Susanna went to the tomb to anoint the body of 
Jesus – and the risen Christ appeared to them first. 

• Mary Magdalene - Jesus tells her to give the message of His 
resurrection to the male disciples hiding in fear. 

Collected from “The New Leader” 
Contributed by S. Gnanaoli David
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GEMS FROM THE BIBLE 
 

Put them in your heart-bank – memorize 
and use them! 

• Show respect for everyone. Love 

Christians everywhere. – I Peter 2:17 

• Fear God and honour the government. – I Peter 2:17 

• The Lord demands fairness in every business deal. – Proverbs 16:11 

• True humility and reverence for the Lord will lead a man to riches, 

honour and long life. – Proverbs 22:4 

• All who fear God and trust in Him are blessed beyond expression. – 

Psalm 112:1  

Premella Soundarapandian 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
QUICK & EASY SPORTS QUIZ 
 

1. In which sport are the players called 
‘Cagers’? 

2. Who was the destructive cricket batsman 
in the world? 

3. Which is the only Grand Slam Ivan Lendl did not win? 
4. How many points will a tennis player lose by serving a double 

fault? 
5. Where is the International Tennis Hall of Fame located? 

DIA Soundarapandian 

 
Answers to Quick & Easy Sports Quiz are found on page 31. 
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STEC MEN’S FELLOWSHIP – BIBLE STUDY 
WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT - “DIVORCE” 

 
(Planned for discussion during the month of Feb 
2019 by the late Convenor of the Men’s Fellowship, 
Mr. Manoharan Gnanaolivu, who left for his heavenly 

abode on 13 October 2018) 
 
In the beginning, God created male and female in His own image and 
declared that man is united to his wife and both became one flesh [ 
Gen.1:27 and 2:24]. This divine marriage had no provision for divorce 
initially. Prophet Malachi records “I hate divorce, says the Lord God of 
Israel “. [Ma.2:16] 
 
Later, God perhaps permitted divorce under certain regulations, mainly 
due to various frailties of man which were compelling. Moses records in 
his Book of Deuteronomy, God’s specific command “If a man marries a 
woman who becomes displeasing to him because he finds something 
indecent about her, and he writes her a certificate of divorce, gives it to 
her and sends her from his house.” [24:1] 
 
Jesus Christ, during his Sermon on the Mount (Beatitudes), while quoting 
this passage, taught “ It has been said , ‘ Anyone who divorces his wife 
must give her a certificate of divorce’. But I tell you that anyone who 
divorces his wife ‘except for marital unfaithfulness,’ causes her to 
become an adulteress, and anyone who marries a divorced woman 
commits adultery.” [Mat.5:31,32]. Jesus repeats the same sermon when 
some Pharisees came to test Him and asked- “Is it lawful for a man to 
divorce his wife for any and every reason?”. But here Jesus adds —” 
Moses permitted you to divorce your wives because your hearts were 
hard. But it was not this way from the beginning—Therefore what God 
has joined together, let man not separate”. [Mat.19:3-9]. Mark and Luke 
while recording the teachings of Jesus on divorce, have left out the 
exception, “except for marital unfaithfulness,” which has been included 
by Mathew. [Mk.10:1-12, Lk.16-18]. Mathew possibly included it because 
he was writing to Jews, who were aware of the discussions and dispute 
over the interpretation of the “exception” laid down in Deuteronomy and 
the teachings of Jesus on the subject, at that time. 
 
Pharisee Gamaliel was a liberal lawyer, who worked for the betterment of 
women, especially divorcees and widows. He also discouraged 
husbands from divorcing their wives without their knowledge. His name 
appears in the Acts of the Apostles. 

• He was a teacher to Paul the apostle, in Jerusalem. [22:3]. 

• He argued and got Peter and the apostles released by the 
Sanhedrin, who were questioning them. [5:34-39]. 



 

20 

 

A few divorce-related episodes in the Bible are brought out, as 
examples, 

• Joseph being zealous in keeping the Jewish law in Deut.22:23,24 , 
when he found out that Mary, his espoused wife was with child 
through the Holy Spirit, was preparing to sign divorce papers to avoid 
exposing her to be judged publicly. However, the Lord’s Angel Gabriel 
appeared to Joseph and explained the divine circumstances of Jesus’ 
birth, asked Joseph to take Mary home as his wife. Joseph obeyed. 
[Mat.1:18-25]. Only Mathew records this episode in the Bible, others 
are silent. 

• John the Baptist was beheaded by Herod Antipas for accusing him - 
“It is not lawful to have your brother’s wife”. It is true that Antipas 
married Herodias, his half-brother Philip’s wife, while he was still 
alive, (and not divorced, perhaps), which is against the Mosaic law. 
[Lev.18:16]. It is well known how Salome, daughter of Herodias, with 
her lascivious dance pleased the drunken Antipas and his guests and 
got John’s head on a platter! [Mat.14:1-12]. 

• Paul in his first letter to the Corinthians cited the advice of Jesus 
Christ — “A wife must not separate (divorce) from her husband. If she 
does, she must remain unmarried, or else be reconciled to her 
husband. And a husband should not divorce his wife.” - [1 
Cor.7:10,11]. 

 
The Lord God hates divorce, but has later allowed divorce under certain 
regulations. Jesus Christ, accepting His Father’s decree, has blamed us 
for our hard hearts for this. and restricted divorce only to marital 
unfaithfulness. Let us pray for the Holy Spirit to guide us to act according 
to what the Bible says about divorce and be blessed. 

Manoharan Gnanaolivu 
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CHURCH BULLETIN BLOOPERS 
 

• The Fasting & Prayer Conference includes meals.  

• Scouts are saving aluminium cans, bottles and other 
items to be recycled. Proceeds will be used to 
cripple children.  

• The sermon this morning: 'Jesus Walks on the Water’. The sermon 
tonight: 'Searching for Jesus.'  

• Ladies, don't forget the rummage sale. It's a chance to get rid of those 
things not worth keeping around the house. Bring your husbands. 

• Don't let worry kill you off - let the Church help. 

• Miss Charlene Mason sang 'I will not pass this way again,' giving 
obvious pleasure to the congregation.  

• For those of you who have children and don't know it, we have a 
nursery downstairs. 

• Irving Benson and Jessie Carter were married on October 24 in the 
church. So ends a friendship that began in their school days.  

• At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic will be 'What Is Hell?' 
Come early and listen to our choir practice. 

• Please place your donation in the envelope along with the deceased 
person you want remembered. 

• Pot-luck supper Sunday at 5:00 pm - prayer and medication to follow. 

• Low Self Esteem Support Group will meet Thursday at 7 pm. Please 
use the back door.  

• The eighth-graders will be presenting Shakespeare's Hamlet in the 
Church basement Friday at 7 pm. The congregation is invited to 
attend this tragedy. 

• Weight Watchers will meet at 7 pm at the First Presbyterian Church. 
Please use large double door at the side entrance.  
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DR. WILLIAM WALLACE – 
MEDICAL MISSIONARY TO CHINA 

 
Born William Lindsay ‘Bill’ Wallace to parents 
William and Elizabeth Wallace on January 19 
1908, he often followed his father, a physician, on 

his patient rounds although his heart was more on mechanical things 
including automobiles and motorbikes.  
 
At 17 years of age, young Bill was labouring over a car in the family 
garage when he heard God’s call to him to be a medical missionary. In 
obeying the Lord’s command, he promptly recorded his commitment at 
the back page of his New Testament Bible and never looked back. 
 
“When I was trying to decide what I’d do with my life, I became 
convinced God wanted me to be a medical missionary. That decision 
took me to China,” Bill said. 
 
Little did he realise that in acquiescing to God’s request on July 5 1925, 
he had also answered the prayers of Christians led by Dr Robert Beddoe 
who had been feverishly calling on the Lord for a missionary doctor to 
serve at the Stout Memorial Hospital in Wuchow (now Wuzhou), China.  
 
Missionary calling 
His quest began with medical school and then a surgical residency 
tenure at the Knoxville General Hospital in Knoxville, Tennessee. Just as 
Beddoe wrote to the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board (FMB), 
pleading, “O God, give us a surgeon,” Bill wrote his letter also to the 
FMB, saying: “Since my senior year in high school, I have felt God would 
have me to be a medical missionary, and to that end I have been 
preparing myself …I do feel God can use my training as a physician.” 
 
Ignoring a lucrative offer to be a partner with an accomplished surgeon, 
Bill made up his mind to pursue his calling. Five weeks before he finally 
left his beloved Knoxville for China, he had this to say at his Broadway 
Baptist Church: “I want to go to China because someone has prayed… 
and God heard these prayers and has answered as He always does 
when God’s people pray. I would rather be going out as God’s 
missionary this morning than anything else in the world.” 
 
Bill would devote his entire life to fulfilling his calling - his commitment 
was so complete that he remained a bachelor throughout. In the year he 
was to set out for China for the first time, he had, in companionship, a 
young lady whom many had believed he would marry. Yet the lady later 
said, “[Marriage] was out of the question. It would have been bigamy; Bill 
Wallace was already married to his work!” 
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Serving God in China 
Bill dedicated his service to China through great hardship and under life-
threatening circumstances. He worked for fifteen years through the 
Boxer Rebellion and then the Japanese invasion during the Second 
World War before the Communist took over China. 
 
Yet throughout all of this, he never shirked his responsibilities no matter 
how tiring or risky it was. Those who knew and worked closely with him 
regarded Bill as a tireless labourer for Christ. His intense adoration for 
the Lord was a match for his love for those who loved the Lord. Quickly 
he gained a wide reputation as a kind but gentle man, economical with 
his words but a wonderfully gifted and seemingly inexhaustible surgeon 
who centred his life on emulating the gentlest Healer man has known. 
 
As Bill worked tirelessly through the Japanese bombing raids, stretchers 
carrying the wounded would line up the halls, waiting for his attention. 
There was even once when he was just about to conduct a surgery when 
the hospital took a direct hit. Unperturbed, he completed the operation. 
 
Following his first stint, he returned home for a furlough before heading 
back to Wuchow in 1940. China was like an inferno when he arrived but 
even as the Japanese were closing in, he refused to leave. Despite all 
the urgent pleas to get away, he stubbornly persisted, saying, “I will stay 
as long as I am able to serve.” 
 
War-time challenges 
Invariably in 1944, with the hospital building in such ruins, he decided to 
move the entire operation upriver on a boat with news of the Japanese 
advancing with hardly a few days to spare. Once the Japanese were 
defeated and civil war between the Nationalists and the Communists 
broke in China, Wallace committed himself to return to Wuchow where 
he repaired the badly damaged Stout Memorial Hospital so that he could 
resume operations. Even so, he contracted typhoid fever in 1948 and 
nearly died.  
 
By the time he recovered and went back to work, the Communists had 
wrestled the country and the Nationalist Chinese fled the mainland and 
established the Republic of China, better known as Taiwan. His love for 
the Chinese was so compelling that even the xenophobic communist 
soldiers grudgingly acknowledged his dedication as he treated their 
injuries. 
 
Yet his dedication as a medical missionary all came to an end when local 
anti-American sentiments arose from America’s engagement in the 
Korean War in 1950. Once that became apparent – and dangerous – 
mission boards were urgently calling for the repatriation of all 
missionaries back home. However, Bill refused. He could not bear to 
leave behind the people he had come to love so dearly, those who 
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needed his help and those who were willing to know Christ from his 
words and actions. 
 
With hatred for Americans boiling over, Bill and any other foreigner were 
not spared. In 1950, local authorities raided Bill’s home and arrested him 
just before dawn. In their search of his house, they allegedly ‘uncovered’ 
a gun hidden beneath his mattress and duly framed him as a spy. 
Without any viable charges they could stick on him, the Communists 
proceeded to conduct an intense and brutal interrogation. For his faith, 
he was mocked and tortured. He was also poked and jabbed using 
bamboo sticks. All of this took a serious toll on his physical and mental 
health. But his faith in Christ was there for others to see – other than 
Scripture verses he pinned on his prison walls, he bore witness to Christ 
to anyone who went by his cell. 
 
Missionary martyr 
On the morning of February 10 1951, it was declared that 43-year-old Bill 
Wallace was found hanging from a crossbeam in his prison cell. Yet 
when a colleague was permitted to view his body, he saw little traces of 
hanging but more evidently were the numerous bodily marks that 
indicated horrific physical abuse. Fearing that the ample evidence of 
abuse might be exposed, armed prison guards hurriedly disposed of 
Bill’s body by burying him in an unmarked grave. But the faithful among 
the Chinese Christians could not allow this to happen and so they took 
the risk to lay him to rest in a proper ceremony. Above his grave, a 
marker was placed with the inscription, ‘For Me to Live is Christ.’  
 
As pastor and historian Jesse C. Fletcher wrote in his 1963 biography, 
‘Bill Wallace of China,’ the Chinese were not unfamiliar with Christian 
preaching but “in Bill Wallace, they began to see one and that made the 
difference.” The late Everley Hayes (1916-1998), a missionary nurse 
who worked alongside Bill in Wuchow and the one who identified his 
body, said, “He was a martyr not because he died but because he so 
identified with the Chinese that they considered him one of them.” 
 
In other words, Bill’s life was a love-filled sacrifice for a people in the 
opposite side of the world he knew. 

Source: The Internet 
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HERE, O MY LORD, I SEE THEE  
FACE TO FACE 

 
Dr. Horatius Bonar (1808-89) was probably 
Scotland’s finest hymnwriter, best known today for 
his hymns, such as ‘I heard the voice of Jesus 
say’, ‘Thy way, not mine, O Lord’, and the 
communion hymn ‘Here, O my Lord, I see Thee 
face to face’.  

 
He was one of three sons of an Edinburgh tax collector, and all three 
went into the ministry. He was educated at Edinburgh High School and 
the University. After mission work in Leith, he was ordained as parish 
minister in Kelso in 1837, where he remained until 1867, when he was 
called to Chalmers Memorial Free Church in Edinburgh. He received a 
DD from the University of Aberdeen in 1853, and was Moderator of the 
Free Church Assembly in 1883.  
 
One year, his brother John asked Horatius to bring a hymn for the 
communion service and he agreed. Bonar wrote most of his hymns as he 
walked across the Scottish hills. He always carried a notebook with him, 
and when an idea came to him for a poem, he would jot it down. His 
notebook was also full of funny faces and doodling. 
 
Bonar’s hymns are always filled with solid Biblical truth, and in this one, 
he emphasizes that the important thing in the Communion service is a 
personal encounter with Jesus Christ.  
 
Here, O my Lord, I see Thee face to face; 
Here would I touch and handle things unseen; 
Here grasp with firmer hand th’ eternal grace, 
And all my weariness upon Thee lean. 

Here would I feed upon the bread of God, 
Here drink with Thee the royal wine of Heav’n; 
Here would I lay aside each earthly load, 
Here taste afresh the calm of sin forgiven. 

I have no help but Thine; nor do I need 
Another arm save Thine to lean upon; 
It is enough, my Lord, enough indeed; 
My strength is in Thy might, Thy might alone. 

Mine is the sin, but Thine the righteousness: 
Mine is the guilt, but Thine the cleansing blood; 
Here is my robe, my refuge, and my peace; 
Thy blood, Thy righteousness, O Lord my God! 
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JAMES PETIGRU BOYCE  
(1827 – 1888) 

 
Minister, educator - Boyce was born in 
Charleston on January 11, 1827, to Ker 
Boyce, a cotton merchant, and Amanda Jane Caroline Johnston. 
James Petigru Boyce was intellectually gifted and graduated from 
Brown University in 1847. Soon after his graduation, he experienced a 
religious conversion and worked as an editor of the Southern Baptist 
in Charleston. He attended Princeton Theological Seminary for two 
years and then returned to South Carolina in 1851 to become a pastor 
at the First Baptist Church in Columbia (featured on the cover here). 
 
Boyce soon returned to the academy, accepting a position at Furman 
University as professor of theology in 1855. On December 20, 1858, 
he married Lizzie Llewellyn Ficklen of Washington, Georgia. While at 
Furman, Boyce became interested in the idea of establishing an 
independent seminary. Southern Baptists had been considering a 
separate theological institution after their split from northern Baptists in 
1845.  
 
Boyce gave a speech before the state convention of South Carolina 
Baptists in 1856, arguing for the necessity of a separate Baptist 
seminary. In response, the convention proposed to put forth $100,000 
toward the endowment of a seminary located in Greenville if the same 
sum was raised by others. At the Southern Baptists’ Educational 
Convention held in Louisville in May 1857, the proposal from the 
South Carolina Baptists was accepted, and Boyce went about the task 
of securing the money. The institution opened in 1859 as the Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, and Boyce served as its first president. 

Like his father and his namesake, James L. Petigru, Boyce opposed 
secession. He ran for election to what became the Secession 
Convention of December 1860 as an anti-secession candidate, along 
with Benjamin F. Perry. Boyce was defeated, and in the fall of 1861, 
he joined a regiment being raised by his friend Charles J. Elford, in 
which he served as chaplain.  

The following year Boyce left the seminary and went to the coast with 
his regiment, but he resigned that May. In October he was elected to 
the S.C. House of Representatives to represent Greenville District. He 
lost an election to the Confederate Congress in 1863 but was 
reelected to the state legislature in 1864 and served until the end of 
the Civil War. He also served as aide-de-camp to Governor Andrew 
Magrath, with the rank of lieutenant colonel. Just before the burning of 
Columbia, Boyce accompanied Magrath to Charlotte, North Carolina. 
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After the Civil War, Boyce returned to the seminary and attempted to 
place it on sound financial footing.  

In 1872 the decision was made to move the seminary to Louisville, 
Kentucky. That same year Boyce was elected president of the 
Southern Baptist Convention, a position he held until 1879 and then 
again in 1888. He continued to teach at the seminary, but his declining 
health led him to travel in Europe. Though his heart lifted in a visit to 
Charles Spurgeon, his health did not improve. He died in Pau, France, 
on December 28, 1888, and was buried at Cave Hill Cemetery in 
Louisville.  

James Petigru Boyce thus devoted his life and resources to the dream 
of training Southern men from many economic and educational 
backgrounds for pastoral ministry. "Boyce lived and breathed 
theological education," Thomas Nettles writes in his biography. "His 
theological conviction and his zeal for the strength and purity of 
Baptist churches drove him to an unrelenting advocacy of theological 
education for Baptist preachers." 

The life of James Petigru Boyce is a story of faith triumphing amid 
struggles. At a time when piety and scholarship were often viewed as 
antithetical, and no formal confessional statements were required of 
pastors, Boyce envisioned a confessional seminary that reflected the 
best of pious scholarship and stood as a bulwark against the slide 
toward theological diversity.  

Courtesy: http://www.scencyclopedia.org
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THE BETTY BAXTER STORY 
 
Part VII of an excerpt from ‘The Betty 
Baxter Story: A 1941 Miracle of Healing 
as Told By Herself’ - the miraculous 
testimony of a young girl who was 
horribly bent and twisted and crippled 
for fifteen years, enduring enormous 

suffering because of her multiple infirmities. According to the doctors 
there was no hope for her deliverance, but her mother and she believed 
the Scriptures that all things are possible to those that believe...  

Saturday the 23rd of August came. My mother always slept in a bed in 
my room so as to be near me. That night when she got me all settled, I 
fell asleep. Sometime in the night I awakened. The moon was shining 
through the window across the foot of my bed. I heard somebody 
mumbling and I wondered if Daddy was in my room talking to my mother. 
Then I saw a form on bended knees with arms raised in the moonlight. It 
was Mom and tears were streaming down her face. She was praying 
"Lord Jesus, I've tried to be a good mother to Betty. I've tried hard to 
teach her about You. Now Jesus, I've never been away from her but 
when You heal her I'm going to let her go anywhere You want her to go, 
even across the stormy sea, because You are going to do for her 
tomorrow what no one else could ever do. She's Yours, Jesus. 
Tomorrow is the day. You will set her free, won't You Jesus?" I dropped 
off to sleep again. I couldn't stay up to pray but Mom took my place. It is 
because of her faith that I believe in God today, that I have healing for 
my body. 
 
Sunday morning came. Daddy took my brothers and sisters to Sunday 
school. They said he requested prayer for me with a broken heart, telling 
the people that I was much worse and was going to die if God didn't 
undertake. I asked my pastor to be present that day at 3:00 o'clock but 
he said that he had an appointment to try out for a church in Chicago and 
that was the only time he could go but for us to wire him if I got my 
healing. My mother invited a few friends in, saying, "Be sure and get here 
about 2:30 because 3:00 o'clock is the hour. They came at 2:00 o'clock. 
They said, "Mrs. Baxter, we are early but we know something is going to 
happen and we don't want to miss it." That is the atmosphere they had 
around me when I was healed. 
 
At 15 minutes of three my mother came to my bedside. I said, "Mom, 
what time is it?" She said, "Just 15 minutes before Jesus is coming to 
heal you." I said, "Mom, take me in and place me in the big chair." She 
carried me in and set my twisted body in the chair and propped me up 
with pillows. I saw the people as they knelt on the floor around my chair. I 
saw my baby brother, four years old, and I realized I was so bent that I 
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stood only as high as he did. He knelt down by me, looked up and said, 
"Sis, it's not very long now until you will be taller than me." 
 
At 10 minutes to three, my mother asked me what I wanted them to do. I 
said, "Mom, start praying, I want to be praying when Jesus comes." I 
heard her sobbing and praying for Jesus to keep His promise and come 
and heal my body. 
 
How Jesus came 
I didn't lose consciousness but I became lost in the spirit of God. I saw 
before me two rows of trees, standing tall and straight. As I watched, I 
saw one of them in the center begin to bend until the tip of it touched the 
ground. I wondered why this one tree was all bent over. Then down the 
road I saw Jesus. He came walking through the trees and my heart 
thrilled as it always does when I see Jesus. He came and stood by the 
bent tree. He stood and looked at it a moment and I wondered what He 
would do. Then looking at me he smiled and placed His hand on the bent 
tree. With a loud crack and pop it straightened up like the others. I said, 
"That's me all right. He will touch my body and the bones will crack and 
pop and I will stand up straight and be well." 
 
Suddenly I heard a great noise as if a storm was coming up. I heard the 
wind as it roared. I tried to speak above the noise. "He's coming. Don't 
you hear Him? He has come at last." Then all at once the noise 
subsided. All was calm and quiet and I knew in this quietness Jesus 
would come. I sat in the big chair, a hopeless cripple. I was so hungry to 
see Him. All at once I saw a great white fleecy cloud form. It wasn't the 
cloud I was waiting for. Then out of the cloud stepped Jesus. It wasn't a 
vision, it wasn't a dream. I saw Jesus. As He came walking slowly toward 
me, I looked on His face. The most striking thing about Jesus is His 
eyes. He was tall and broad and was dressed in robes glistening white. 
His hair was brown and parted in the middle. It fell over His shoulders in 
soft waves. I will never forget His eyes. Many times, when my body is 
worn and I'm asked to do something for Jesus I would like to say no. 
When I remember His eyes, they compel me to go out into the harvest 
fields to win more souls. 

Courtesy: www.teleiosministries.com 
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BIBLE QUIZ FOR ALL 
The quiz is open to participants of all ages.  
Answers should be given by the 20th of the month.  
Late entries will not be considered.  
Answers should be mailed to sheebs@hotmail.com 
or sent to Mrs. Sheeba Roshan +91 98402 16279. 
Names of participants with score will be mentioned in 
the next issue.  
Winners will be awarded at the end of the year. 
 
QUIZ 2 
Portion: Jeremiah chapters 26-52 

1. Who challenged Jeremiah 's prophecy?  
2. Who were the Babylonian God's?  
3. What did Johanan offer to do to protect the governor?  
4. Did God promise them total recovery?  
5. Why did Jeremiah write down his experience with God and His 
people?  
6. In the times of Jeremiah, where did the people preserve important 
documents?  
7. What are the endearing names God uses for Israel?  
8. Why is discipline good?  
9. Who appointed Zedekiah as king?  
10. Who were called Recabites? 

Answers to Quiz 1: 

1. Humility is the opposite of pride. God talks about pride in chapter 13 
(Jer 13:15-17) 
2. Sign that the Lord is watching to see that His word is fulfilled. (Jer 
1:12) 
3. Stupid and foolish (Jer 10:8) 
4. Be put to shame (Jer 8:9) 
5. King Nebuchadnezzar and people from the Northern Kingdom (Jer 
1:14,15; 25:9) 
6. The godless prophets and priests have spread ungodliness (evil) 
throughout the land. (Jer 23:9-15) 
7. Fathers of house of Judah and Israel, Priests, Prophets (Jer 2:4-9) 
8.God warns Israel not to go after false Gods but they disobey. God does 
ask them to return to Him and He will not be angry since He is merciful 
(Jer 3:11-13) 
9. Jeremiah asks God to show vengeance on the men of Anathoth and 
God says He will punish them with death (Jer 11:20-23) 
10. Lord says to Kings of Judah to do the following to redeem 
themselves :   
Do what is just and right. Rescue from the hand of the oppressor the one 
who has been robbed. Do no wrong or violence to the foreigner, the 

mailto:sheebs@hotmail.com
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fatherless or the widow, and do not shed innocent blood in this place. 
(Jer 22:3,4) 
Keep the Sabbath day holy by not bringing any load through gates of 
Jerusalem and by not doing any work on that day. (Jer 17:24,25) 

Points tally after Quiz 1:   

  

 
    Jan 2019  Aggregate 

1 Daniel Inbaraj  10 10 

2 Felicia Williams 10 10 

3 Hannah Cheryl Daniel 10 10 

4 Jaden Johnsson Dhyriam 10 10 

5 Jadon Titus Muller 10 10 

6 Jason Travis Daniel  10 10 

7 Jeremy Roopsingh 10 10 

8 Jessica Lilly 9 9 

9 Joann Ignatius 10 10 

10 Jonathan Ethan Dhyriam 10 10 

11 Jonathan Roopsingh 10 10 

12 Keturah Manoharan 10 10 

13 Mahilini Santhosh 10 10 

14 Rohan Abraham 10 10 

15 Santosh Dhyriam 10 10 

16 Shekinah Tanya Dhyriam 10 10 

17 Shreya Dhyriam 10 10 

18 Tasha Grace  10 10 

19 Zibia Thiraviaraj 10 10 
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And He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for 
you, for My strength is made perfect in 
weakness.” Therefore most gladly I will rather 
boast in my infirmities, that the power of Christ 
may rest upon me. 
II Corinthians 12:9 
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Why EanMe? 
‘EanMe’ – literally meaning “unless” in Greek – has its roots in St. 
Thomas the apostle’s words of doubt. It is based on his famous words to 
the Risen Lord in John 20:25: “…Unless I see in His hands the print of 
the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and put my hand 
into His side, I will not believe.” 
‘Unless’ or ‘except’ in the King James Version is translated from the 
Greek word ‘Eanme’ εανμε (eh-an’ may) meaning: before, but, except, 
not or unless.  

We welcome your original contributions to the 
EanMe in the form of articles, poems, Protestant 
church pictures for the cover, or information 
relevant to the season. Please send your entries by 
hard/soft copy to reach the STEC church office 
stthomasenglishchur@bsnl.in or 
stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com by the 20th of 
every month. 

You can read the current issue of EanMe online at 
http://www.santhomeenglishchurch.org/. A few earlier issues have been 
archived on `CSI St. Thomas English Church’ facebook page. 
 
Contributions are also invited for the Sunday bulletin. If you have any 
interesting information to share in the form of anecdotes, short stories 
etc. (around 100 words) relevant to the Sunday theme, please mail it to 
Kavita Edward: sandeekov@gmail.com  
 
 
We are on Social Media! 
 
‘Like’ our Church page on Facebook to stay updated 
https://www.facebook.com/StThomasEnglishChurch 
 
‘Follow’@CSI_STEC on Twitter 
 
Join our Church group on Facebook to connect with each other and 
share / view pictures of church events 
https://www.facebook.com/CSI St. Thomas English Church, Santhome 
 
`Follow’ @csi_stec on Instagram 
 

Travelling on work or vacation?  
Don’t forget to click a picture! 
If you happen to visit or see a beautiful, historic Protestant 
church that you think should be on our EanMe cover, please 
click a hi-res picture and e-mail it, along with a short note 
about the Church, to stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com 

mailto:sandeekov@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/StThomasEnglishChurch
https://www.facebook.com/


 

34 

 

If you would like to join, participate in or use your time and effort for the 
Ministries, Fellowships and activities of the Church, please get in touch 
with the following people: 
Sunday School – Mrs. Annamary Frederick  
Tweens Fellowship – Mr. Swithun Manoharan / Mr. Joshua Foulger 
Adult Fellowship – Mr. Ajit Stanley Moses 
Choir – Mrs. Anila Manoharan 
Women’s Fellowship – Mrs. Vasanthi Premkumar  
Men’s Fellowship – Mr. Milton Sigamoney 
Rapha (Hospital Ministry) – Mrs. Ranjini Inbaraj  
Blossoms for Christ (Evening Sunday School) – Mrs. Sheeba Roshan 
Church Library – Mrs. Shailaja Henry  
Eco (Garden) – Mrs. Premalatha Samuel 
Evangelism – Mrs. Nirmala Stephen  
EanMe, Website Content, Facebook, Twitter & Instagram moderation – 
Mrs. Fabiola Jacob 
Weekly Bulletin (Pew Sheets) – Mrs. Kavita Edward 
Education Ministry (School) – Mrs. Gemina Martin 
 
 
 
 
Answers to the Quick & Easy Sports Quiz 
 

1. Basketball 
2. Adam Gilchrist of Australia 
3. Wimbledon 
4. One point 
5. New Port, Rhode Island 

 
 
 
 
Elsy (daughter of Rev. & Mrs. Richard Ambrose) 
and Rajan blessed with a baby girl on 6 Jan 
2019 
 
Caroline and Roopsingh Immanuel blessed with 
a baby boy on 18 Jan 2019 
 
Lt. Col. V. Chinniah slept in the Lord on 18 Jan 2019 
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 FELLOWSHIP PROGRAMMES 
 

Sunday School : 
English:  Sunday – 8:00 am 

Tamil:  Sunday - 4 pm 

Tweens Fellowship : Sunday – 4:30 pm 

Women’s Fellowship : I and III Saturday - 5:00 pm 

Men’s Fellowship : II and IV Saturday - 6:30 pm 

Adults’ Fellowship : Sunday - 5:00 pm 

Hospital visit : II Sunday - 10:15 am 

 

 

 

 

PASTORATE  

COMMITTEE 

MEMBERS 

 

Mr. Ajit Stanley Moses 

Mr. S.P. Paul 

Mr. A. Arun Jacob 

Dr. Vijit Koshy Cherian 

Mrs. Saroja Bai J. 

Mrs. Susanna Premalatha Samuel 

Mrs. Sheeba Roshan 

Mr. Gerald Joshua Divyaprabhu 

Mr. Jewel Solomon Devanand 

Mrs. Nisha Jeethendra 

 

 

 

   

  

 

The Rt. Rev. Dr. J. George Stephen 
Bishop in Madras 

 

Rev. D. Richard Ambrose Jebakumar 
Presbyter-in-charge 

 
Mr. Milton Sigamoney 
Mr. Ajit Stanley Moses 

Lay Readers 

             Mr. Stephen Michael A. 
             Secretary 

Mr. Benjamin Hastings 
Treasurer 
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WORSHIP SERVICES – PLAN FOR FEBRUARY 2019 

Date and  
Time 

Day Services and Preacher Theme Stewards for Bible 
Reading and Offertory 

3.2.2019 
7:30 am 

 
 
 

6.00 pm 

Sunday after 
The 

Presentation 
of Christ in the 

Temple 
(Candlemas) 

Fourth Sunday 
after Epiphany 

 
Sung Eucharist: 
Celebrant:  Rev. D. Richard 
Ambrose 
 
Evensong: 
Sermon: Mr. Milton Sigamoney 

 
Praise the 
Lord 
(worship) 

Exodus 9: 1 – 7 
Revelations 5: 1 – 14 
Psalm 81 
St. John 2: 13 – 22 
 
Mr. & Dr. Mrs. T. Ignatius 

10.2.2019 
7:00 am 

 
 

8:15 am 
 
 

6.00 pm 

 

Week before 
Septuagesima 

 
Holy Eucharist: 
Celebrant:  Rev. D. Richard 
Ambrose 
Sung Matins: 
Sermon: Mrs. Lillian Richard 
 
Holy Eucharist: 
Celebrant: Rev. D. Richard 
Ambrose 

 
 
 
The inter-
dependence  
in creation 

 
Genesis 2: 1 – 15  
Colossians 2: 16 – 23  
Psalm 104: 24 – 35 
St. Matthew 13: 1 – 9 
 
Mr. & Dr. Mrs. P. Wesley 
Isaac  
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17.2.2019 
7:30 am 

 
 
 

6:00 pm 

Septuagesima 

Doctors’ 
Sunday 

 
Sung Eucharist: 
Celebrant: Rev. D. Richard 
Ambrose 
 
Evensong: 
Sermon: Mr. Ajit Stanley Moses 

 

Healing in 
sickness 

 

 
Exodus 4: 10 – 17 
II Corinthians 12: 1 – 10 
Psalm 103: 1 – 10 
St. John 9: 1 – 7 
 
Doctors 

24.2.2019 
7:30 am 

 
 
 

6:00 pm 

Sexagesima  
Sung Eucharist: 
Celebrant: Rev. D. Richard 
Ambrose 
Sermon: Mrs. Grace Rathnam 
 
Evensong: 
Sermon: Dr. Z. Edward Kennedy 

 

Stephen the 
first martyr 

 

II Chronicles 24: 17 – 23 
Acts 7: 51 – 60 
Psalm 31: 1 – 5 
St. Matthew 10: 16 – 22 
  
Dr. & Dr. Mrs. John Nesan 
Dhyriam  


