
 Hand of Hope 

A picture began circulating in November. It should be "The Picture of the Year," or 

perhaps, "Picture of the Decade." It won't be. In fact, unless you obtained a copy of the 

US paper which published it, you probably would never have seen it. The picture is that of 

a 21-week-old unborn baby named Samuel Alexander Armas, who is being operated on 

by a surgeon named Joseph Bruner. The baby was diagnosed with spina bifida and would 

not survive if removed from his mother's womb. Little Samuel's mother, Julie Armas, is 

an obstetrics nurse in Atlanta. She knew of Dr. Bruner's remarkable surgical procedure. 

Practising at Vanderbilt University Medical Centre in Nashville, he performs these special 

operations while the baby is still in the womb. 

During the C-section procedure, the doctor makes a small incision to operate on the baby. 

As Dr. Bruner completed the surgery on Samuel, the little guy reached his tiny, but fully 

developed hand through the incision and firmly grasped the surgeon's finger. Dr. Bruner 

was reported as saying that when his finger was grasped, it was the most emotional 

moment of his life, and that for an instant during the procedure he was just frozen, totally 

immobile. The photograph captures this amazing event with perfect clarity. The editors 

titled the picture, "Hand of Hope." 

The text explaining the picture begins, "The tiny hand of 21-week-old fetus Samuel 

Alexander Armas emerges from the mother's uterus to grasp the finger of Dr. Joseph 

Bruner as if thanking the doctor for the gift of life." Little Samuel's mother said they 

"wept for days" when they saw the picture. She said, "The photo reminds us pregnancy 

isn't about disability or an illness, it's about a little person." Samuel was born in perfect 

health, the operation 100 percent successful. 

 

                                                                                                           Author Unknown 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greetings and Warm welcome to everyone. A 

special word of welcome to those worshipping with 

us for the first time. We invite you to join in the 

Coffee Fellowship after the service  
 

 

  

 

Sung Eucharist 7:30 AM 

 

 

Celebrant: 

 Rev. D Richard Ambrose 

 

 

 St. Thomas English    

Church 
 Church of South India –Diocese of Madras 

       Santhome, Chennai-600 004 

 http://www.santhomeenglishchurch.org 

 

 

 

Evensong  6:00 PM 

 

 

Message: 

 Mr. Ajit Stanley Moses 

 
 

 

 

 
Healing in Sickness 

 

 

The power that 

compels 

Comes from the spirit 

that indwells. 

 

 

 

 

Altar Flower , Bible 

Reading, & Offertory :  

Doctors 

 

DOCTORS SPECIAL WORSHIP SERVICE  

17
th

 February  2019 

Let us worship our Lord through… 

 

Opening Hymn :    83  

 

Scripture Reading: 

Old Testament       Exodus 4 : 10 - 17  

Epistle                    II Corinthians 12 :  1 - 10 

Responsive Reading Psalm 103 : 1 - 10 

Gospel                     John 9 :  1 - 7  

   

Announcement  

 

Meditation:   “     ” 

 

Offertory Hymn:   489 

Missionary Hymn: 360 

Holy Communion 82, 81, 85 (NLH) 

 

Prayer  

Benediction  

Closing Hymn:       162 

Collect for the Ninth Sunday Before Easter: Merciful 

God, the mighty healer, you are our redeemer and comforter 

in sorrow and sickness. Help us to bear witness to your 

miracles in our lives. Make us channels of your healing to 

the broken world so that the whole world may know that you 

heal our diseases, our memories to make us better people, 

through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the holy spirit one God now and ever. 

Amen. 
 

http://www.santhomeenglishchurch.org/


Responsive 

 Reading : 

Psalm 103 : 

  1 - 10  

Bless the LORD, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy 

name! 

Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits, 

who forgives all your iniquity, who heals all your diseases, 

who redeems your life from the pit, who crowns you with steadfast 

love and mercy, 

who satisfies you with good so that your youth is renewed like the eagle's. 

The LORD works righteousness and justice for all who are oppressed. 

He made known his ways to Moses, his acts to the people of Israel. 

The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in 

steadfast love. 

He will not always chide, nor will he keep his anger forever. 

He does not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us according 

to our iniquities. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without 

end. Amen. 

Psalm for a 

Doctor 

BLESS Thou my hands with gentleness, 

My eye with healing glances, 

The while I seek Thy mysteries 

Intent of flesh, on jagged cliff of bone. 

 

Let me discover Thy inventive Love 

Whether it lurk in cage of rib, 

Pulse in the motored heart, or lie 

Subtly shuttered by the silk of eyelid. 

 

Let me walk humbly, God, these avenues 

Of thy artistry and handiwork, 

Mine not to work in steel, to carve in wood. 

 

To paint with oils, but mine to enter in 

This human sanctum of Thy best creation 

And find Thy image and Thy likeness there. 

 

God of Wisdom, radar my decisions, 

God of Power, shape my hands to heal,  

God of Mercy, let Thy pity stream 

Out of me on every human pain. 

                     ......Amen, Amen.  Mother Mary Francis, P.C.C 

 

Church Annual Congregational Meeting will be held on coming Sunday the 24
th

 

February at 10.30 AM. Let us come without fail as to discuss about the life and witness 

of our Church. 

 

Next Sunday will be observed as Blind Mission Sunday and at the end of the service a 

Retiring Offertory will be taken. Let us come as to pray for such people and the 

ministry being done among them as to encourage and to bring them up in their lives. 

Birthdays  

 

17
th
  Feb Mr. Rakesh Balasundar 

 Baby Selah Johanna Joshua 

 Mr. David Elango Anil Kumar 

18
th
  Feb Miss. Leah Moses 

 Mr. E. Daniel Mal 

 Mr. S. Gnanaoli David 

19
th
  Feb Mrs. Kamala Jayaseelan 

 Master. Rishaan Abhishek 

20
th
  Feb Mr. Stanley Jones 

 Baby Joann Prithika Ignatius 

 Dr. Isaac Jebaraj 

22
nd

  Feb Mr. William Paul 

 Master Vinay Andrew Pavamani 

 Mrs. Frieda Lancy Sigamoney 

23
rd

  Feb Mrs. Christianna Samuel Kanagaraj 

 Mrs. Vasavi Beulah Jayakumar 

 Miss. Talitha ShanthiAtarah 

 Miss. Kaitlyn Foulger 

Wedding 

Anniversaries 

19
th
  Feb Mrs. Sheba & Dr. Alfred Paul 

20
th
  Feb Mrs. Evelyn Latika & Mr. Stanley Jones 

 Mrs. Sarah & Mr. Rabinder Benjamin  

24
th
  Feb Mrs. Sheba & Mr. Ashwin Dhyriam 

Thanks 

Giving Song 

 

The Lord bless and keep thee 

Make His face shine 

Unto thee gracious be 

Both thee and thine 

Lift up His countenance 

Give thee release 

From sin besetting thee 

And give thee peace. Amen. 

 

Preparatory 

Song  

 

He is Lord 

He is risen from the dead and He is Lord 

Every knee shall bow, every tongue confess 

That Jesus Christ is Lord. 

 

You’re my Lord 

You have risen from the dead and You’re my Lord 

Yes my knee shall bow and my tongue confess 

That Jesus Christ is Lord. 
 

 

May Thy quickening power we feel 

Human doubt and weakness heal; 

May Thy presence, like a fire, 

Burn within – our zeal inspire. 

 


