
     Just Keep Planting! 

When Paul was a boy growing up in Utah, he happened to live near an old copper smelter, and the 

sulfur dioxide that poured out of the refinery had made a desolate wasteland out of what used to be a 

beautiful forest. Paul vowed that someday he would bring back the life to this land. Many years later 

Paul was in the area, and he went to the smelter office. He asked if they had any plans to bring the 

trees back. The answer was "NoAfter praying about the matter, Paul realized he needed to become 

more knowledgeable before anyone would listen to him, so he went to college to study botany. At 

the college he met a professor who was an expert in Utah's ecology. He was told that his goal was 

foolish because it would take approximately twenty thousand years to revegitate that six-square-

mile piece of earth. His teachers told him it would be a waste of his life to try to do it. It just could 

not be done. So he tried to go on with his life. He got a job operating heavy equipment, got married, 

and had some kids. However, as a good Christian, he knew that "faith by itself, if not accompanied 

by action, is dead" (James 2:17). So, he kept studying about the subject, and prayed for guidance on 

the matter. Then one night he felt led to take action by faith alone. He would do what he could, and 

trust God to do the rest. This was an important turning point. Samuel Johnson wrote, "It is common 

to overlook what is near by keeping the eye fixed on something remote. In the same manner, present 

opportunities are neglected and attainable good is slighted by minds busied in extensive ranges." 

Paul stopped busying his mind in extensive ranges and looked at what opportunities for attainable 

good were right in front of him. Who among us hasn't wondered what God wants us to do in our life 

here on earth? Under the cover of darkness, Paul sneaked out into the wasteland with a backpack of 

seedlings and started planting. For seven hours he planted seedlings. He did it again a week later. 

And every week, he made his secret journey into the wasteland and planted trees and shrubs and 

grass. But most of it died. Like so many of our hopes and dreams. However, Paul had faith, and kept 

planting. For fifteen years he did this. When a whole valley of his fir seedlings burned to the ground 

because of a careless sheep-herder, Paul broke down and wept. Have any of you had this kind of 

set-back in your life? I sure have! But Paul got up, and kept planting. Freezing winds and blistering 

heat, landslides and floods and fires destroyed his work time and time again. But he kept planting. 

One night he found a highway crew had come and taken tons of dirt for a road grade, and all the 

plants he painstakingly planted in that area were gone. Time for some major prayers. Then Paul kept 

planting. Week after week, year after year he kept at it, against the opinion of the authorities, against 

the trespassing laws, against the devastation of road crews, against the wind and rain and heat... 

even against plain common sense. He just kept planting. Slowly, very slowly, things began to take 

root. Then gophers, rabbits, and the porcupines appeared. The environment, the company actually 

hired Paul to do what he was already doing. Now the place is fourteen thousand acres of trees, grass, 

bushes, as well as all kinds of wildlife. Paul has now received almost every environmental award 

Utah has. He says, "I thought that if I got this started, when I was dead and gone people would come 

and see it. I never thought I'd live to see it myself!"  What was/is it you want to do, that you think is 

impossible? Paul's story sure gives a perspective on things, doesn't it? The way you get something 

accomplished in this world is to trust God for guidance, and just keep planting. He will show you 

the way if you have faith, and keep working. Just keep plugging away at it one day at a time for a 

long time, no matter who criticizes or laughs at you, no matter how long it takes, no matter how 

many times you fall. Get back up again, keep trusting God, and just keep planting.  

 

 Mark 9:23 "Jesus said to him, 'If you can believe, all things are possible to him who 

believes'." 
                                                                                                          Author Unknown 
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WORSHIP SERVICE 10
th

 February  2019 
Let us worship our Lord through… 

 

Opening Hymn :     308 

 

Scripture Reading: 
Old Testament       Genesis 2 :  1 - 15   

Epistle                    Colossians 2 :  16 - 23    

Responsive Reading Psalm 104 : 24 - 35 

Gospel                     Mathew 13 : 1 - 9   

   

Announcement  

 

Meditation: “The Inter-Dependence in Creation” 

 

Offertory Hymn:   82 

Prayer  

 

Benediction  

Closing Hymn:       178 

Collect for the Fifth Sunday after Epiphany: 
Creator God, we praise you for the variety in your 

creation. Help us to discern the importance of 

depending on each other and the creation for our 

existence. Deliver us from our selfishness and greed 

and help us to be good stewards of your creation. 

Enlighten us to be wise enough to interdepend upon 

each other for a meaningful life. Through Jesus Christ, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God now and ever. Amen.  

 

http://www.santhomeenglishchurch.org/


Responsive 

 Reading : 

Psalm 104 :  

24 - 35 

O LORD, how manifold are your works! In wisdom have you made them 

all; the earth is full of your creatures. 

Here is the sea, great and wide, which teems with creatures 

innumerable, living things both small and great. 

There go the ships, and Leviathan, which you formed to play in it. 

These all look to you, to give them their food in due season. 

When you give it to them, they gather it up; when you open your hand, 

they are filled with good things. 

When you hide your face, they are dismayed; when you take away 

their breath, they die and return to their dust. 

When you send forth your Spirit, they are created, and you renew the face 

of the ground. 

May the glory of the LORD endure forever; may the LORD rejoice in 

his works, 

who looks on the earth and it trembles, who touches the mountains and 

they smoke! 

I will sing to the LORD as long as I live; I will sing praise to my God 

while I have being. 

May my meditation be pleasing to him, for I rejoice in the LORD. 

Let sinners be consumed from the earth, and let the wicked be no 

more! Bless the LORD, O my soul! Praise the LORD! 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without 

end. Amen. 

Greetings and Warm welcome to everyone. A special word of welcome to those 

worshipping with us for the first time. We invite you to join in the Coffee 

Fellowship after the service 

As we are in the New Year, those who want Our Pastor to come and offer Prayers 

at their homes, or administer Communion to the elderly or sick people in our 

homes, kindly arrange it with our Pastor or with our Church Office. 

Our Church Annual Congregational Meeting will be held on Sunday the 24
th

 

February at 10.30 AM. Let us come without fail as to discuss about the life and 

witness of our Church 

Next Sunday, 17
th

 February 2019 will be observed as Doctors Sunday (Healing) 

and under the Leadership of Dr. John Nesan Dhyriam and Dr. Mrs. Hannah 

Dhyriam, our Church Doctors will lead the Worship Service. 

For all the Exam going students, in particular who are going to write their 10
th

 & 

12
th

 Board Examinations a Special Prayer will be offered on next Sunday. We 

request all our Children to come prepared for the same. 

Birthdays  

 

10
th

 Feb Mrs. V. Sheila 

 Dr. Mrs. Hephzibah Daniel 

 Miss. Rathnainthri Hannah  Devanand 

 Mr. Srikanth Wilson 

 Mr. Aron Koshy Cherian 

11
th

 Feb Dr. Mrs. Mano Stella Wesley Isaac 

12
th

 Feb Miss. J Rachel Florence 

 Mrs. Jeeva Hudson 

 Mr. K. L. D. Prasad 

13
th

 Feb Dr. Augustus Sumant 

 Mrs. Sukhada Anurag 

 Mrs. Amrutha. T.S. 

14
th

 Feb Mrs. Pushpa Unni 

15
th

 Feb Mr. Jeswin Godwin 

 Dr. D. J. E. Ravi Thilagan 

16
th

 Feb Mrs. Sarah Benjamin 

Wedding 

Anniversaries 

11
th 

Feb Mrs. Serin & Mr. Rahul Christopher 

13
th

 Feb Mrs. Beatrice Priya & Mr. Paul Jayakumar 

16
th

 Feb Mrs. Sabitha John & Major Dr. John  Samuel 

Thanks 

Giving Song 

 

May God’s blessing (Cliff Barrows) 

May God’s blessing surround you each day 

As you trust Him and walk in His way 

May His presence within guard and keep you from sin 

Go in peace, go in joy, go in love. 

 

May God’s word be your bread every day 

Give you strength as you walk thro’ life’s way 

May the word’s healing power surround you each hour 

Go in peace, go in joy, go in love. 

 

May His spirit sustain you each day 

Keep you faithful and help you to pray 

Stay close to His side, in His presence abide 

Go in peace, go in joy, go in love. 

 

May God’s love fill your heart everyday 

And His joy be your song all the way 

May you find perfect peace as you rest at His feet 

Go in peace, go in joy, go in love. 

 

Preparatory 

Song  

 

My Jesus, my Saviour – Darlene Zschech 

My Jesus, my Saviour, Lord there is none like You 

All of my days I want to praise the wonders of Your mighty love 

My Comfort, my Shelter, Tower of refuge and strength 

Let every breath, all that I am never cease to worship You 

Shout to the Lord all the earth let us sing 

Power and majesty, praise to the King 

Mountains bow down and the seas will roar at the sound of Your 

Name 

I sing for joy at the work of Your Hands 

For ever I'll love You, forever I'll stand 

Nothing compares to the promise I have in You. 

God cannot prosper those who try 

To cover sin, and wrong deny; 

But all who humbly will confess, 

The Savior with His love will bless. 

 


