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My dear parishioners,  
 
I greet you and wish you all a very happy and 
prosperous New Year 2019. May the Lord who is the 
Restorer be with you and give you back all that was 
lost in the past! In Zephaniah 2:7 we read: for the 
Lord their God will be mindful of them and restore 
their fortunes. Yes, our God is a God who cares for 
His children more than a mother would care for hers. 
Hallelujah! So let us not worry – whether for our 

personal needs or for the future of the family or ministry, He will take 
care of everything. He will restore our fortunes. Jeremiah 31:4 says, 
again I will build you and you shall be built…again you shall adorn 
yourself with tambourines and shall go forth in the dance of the 
merrymakers. Let us claim this promise personally and let us have a 
happy New Year and be joyful all its days.  
 
As we have stepped in to this New Year to prepare ourselves for the 
journey with our Lord, I would like to put a question before you. Is God 
first in your life? Deuteronomy 8:11 says – be careful that you do not 
forget the Lord your God. In the first of the Ten Commandments, the 
Lord said, you shall have no other gods before Me. The Lord Jehovah is 
our Creator, Father and Redeemer. To worship any god but Jehovah is 
to break His commandment. It is not necessary to worship a god made 
or imagined by man. We break this commandment whenever we give 
some person or something the first place in our life. There are dangers 
today diverting and distorting our relationship with God our Father. 
 
The first danger is prosperity. The Bible is full of warnings to our 
materialistic society. Jesus said you cannot serve both God and money, 
Mathew 6:24. Luxury and comfort would blind our eyes and divert our 
focus from the Lord. When the children of Israel gathered possessions 
and built houses, it was a dangerous time for them. The temptation was 
to forget the Lord! Let us be careful. 
 
Second danger is pride. Pride is excessive self-esteem and conceit 
writes J. John Stott. When the Lord blesses us, we so easily convince 
ourselves that the blessing came to us because we worked for it. But 
God says, remember the Lord your God, for it is He who gives you the 
ability to produce wealth. Deuteronomy 8:17,18. We have no better 
example of humility than our Lord Jesus. He found perfect peace and joy 
in the life of submission and dependence upon the Father’s will. 
 
Third danger is fear of people. Pilate was afraid of Caesar and hence he 
acted against Jesus. (John 19). King Saul was afraid of the people and 
hence he gave in to them disobeying God’s command. (1 Samuel 15:24) 
Let us be like the three young Jews – Shadrach, Meshach and 
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Abednego who boldly said, we will not serve your gods or worship the 
image of gold you have set up.  
 
As we have stepped in to the New Year let us be reminded of the words 
of a great servant of God, John Stott, ”let us put God first in thought, 
words, and deed, in business and leisure, in friendship and career, in the 
use of our money, time and talents, at work and at home.”  
 
Let us thank God for the gift of last year which has left memories of 
events that brought us success and failures, joys and sorrows, 
achievements and defeats. They made our life more challenging and 
meaningful. 
 
Be grateful to God for the gift of the New Year which adds another 
chapter in our lives. Make a resolution to have a new beginning this year 
without being affected by the failures and disappointments of the past.  
 
Set up goals and prepare a workable timetable. Employ all your energies 
towards the accomplishment of your goals. God has created you into a 
unique person. No one can perform as you can. Believe in yourselves 
and you will reach great heights in your life.  
 
Surrender yourself to God, so that by making use of every opportunity 
and utilizing all your talents you may become a wonderful person.  
 
For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord. Plans for your 
welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope. Then when you 
call upon Me and come and pray to Me, I will hear you. When you search 
for Me, you will find Me; if you seek me with all your heart, I will let you 
find Me, says the Lord, and I will restore your fortunes and gather you 
from all the nations and all the places where I have driven you, says the 
Lord…Jeremiah 29:11-14.  
 
May this New Year take you to new heights. Be assured of my sincere 
prayers at all times. God be with you all and bless abundantly. 
 
Yours in His joyful service, 
 
Rev. D. Richard Ambrose Jebakumar 
Presbyter and Chairman – PC 
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Write to us! 

Do you have a comment on the articles, 
a fresh new idea or feedback about the 
EanMe that you would like to share with 
other readers? Mail it to 
stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com. The 
best letters will be published in the next 
issue of the EanMe. 

 

mailto:stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com
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NEW YEAR CHEER 
 
January is supposed to be the most depressing 
month of the year, especially in parts of the world 
where winter is long and harsh. It follows the 

euphoria of Christmas and New Year’s Eve, as the lights are taken 
down, decorations put away and a dwindling bank balance leaves most 
people physically and emotionally drained and exhausted. Yes, ‘January 
blues’ is a thing, and the hype around Christmas contributes to it. Dr. Cliff 
Arnall, a British psychologist had even come up with a formula to 
calculate the most depressing day of the year, nicknamed ‘Blue Monday’, 
based on factors such as weather conditions, debt, the end of Christmas, 
failed New Year’s resolutions and low motivation levels!  
 
Be still and know… 
But whatever the world may expect of us, the Bible reminds us time and 
again to put our trust in Him when the going is tough. “Be still, and know 
that I am God,” the psalmist says (Ps. 46:10). It is only when we remain 
still, that we will get to know that God is, “our refuge and strength, a very 
present help in trouble” (v. 1). We can then see our weakness apart from 
God and recognize our need to surrender to Him. For, “When I am weak, 
then I am strong,” says the apostle Paul (2 Cor. 12:10). 
 
Though the road ahead may be frustrating, we can trust that He will be 
faithful to His promise to care for us. All that we need to do is learn to be 
still. 
 
Worth the wait… 
Situations that seem hopeless are not always the way we perceive them 
to be. When we feel overwhelmed and outnumbered, we can remember 
that God is by our side. He can “command His angels . . . to guard [us] in 
all [our] ways” (Ps. 91:11). 
 
The Israelites waited and waited for the promised Messiah. Some gave 
up hope. But Luke records in his gospel that Simeon and Anna did not. 
They were in the temple daily praying and waiting (Luke 2:25-26, 37). 
And their faith was rewarded. They got to see the infant Jesus when 
Mary and Joseph brought Him to be dedicated. 
 
When we become discouraged because God doesn’t respond according 
to our timetable, the Christmas season reminds us that “when the set 
time had fully come, God sent His Son . . . that we might receive 
adoption to sonship” (Gal. 4:4-5). In the words of Julie Ackerman, “God’s 
timing is always perfect, and it is worth the wait.”  

Fabiola Jacob 
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Gracing our cover this month is the majestic 
Hallgrimskirkja Church in Reykjavik, Iceland, 
photographed by Cherubina Daisy. 
 
About the church 
The Hallgrimskirkja is situated at the top of one of the 
main streets, Skólavörðustígur, of Reykjavik, and the 

first thought that came to my mind standing in front of the church was 
that it looks like a splendid mountain of sorts.  Inside, it was rather 
spartan, in the best Lutheran tradition, with three beautiful organs.  
 
This Lutheran parish church in Reykjavik, Iceland is 74.5 metres (244 ft) 
high, and is the largest church in Iceland. Its imposing steeple can be 
seen right from the Atlantic Ocean, acting as a beacon of hope and 
strength for lost souls.  
 
Named after the Icelandic poet and clergyman Hallgrímur Pétursson 
(featured in ‘Heroes of Faith’ on page 32), the church’s design was 
inspired by the famed Svartifoss waterfall, one of Iceland’s glorious 
waterfalls.  
 
It took 41 years to build the church: construction started in 1945 and 
ended in 1986, but the landmark tower was completed long before the 
whole church was, and the crypt beneath the choir was consecrated in 
1948. At the time of construction, the building was criticised as too old-
fashioned, blending various architectural styles. The church was 
originally intended to be less tall, but the leaders of the Church of Iceland 
wanted a large spire to outshine Landakotskirkja (Landakot's Church), 
which was the cathedral of the Catholic Church of Iceland.  
 
The statue of explorer Leif Erikson by Alexander Stirling Calder in front of 
the church was a gift from the United States in honour of the 1930 
Althing Millennial Festival, commemorating the 1000th anniversary of 
Iceland's parliament at Þingvellir in 930 AD. 
 
The Hallgrímskirkja church houses a total of three organs, including a 
humongous pipe organ by the German organ builder Johannes Klais of 
Bonn, which is the largest pipe organ in the country and the pièce de 
résistance in this august church. It has electronic action; the pipes are 
remote from the four manuals and pedal console and is 15 metres (49 ft) 
tall and weighs 25 metric tons. The pipe organ is truly a sight to behold, 
looming over the entire church in its size and stature.  
 
The church is also used as an observation tower. Visitors can take a lift 
up to the viewing deck and view Reykjavík and the surrounding 
mountains. We did not get to do so; but we offered our prayers and left, 
blessed and filled with the wonder of God’s presence.  

Cherubina Daisy 
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MAN SHALL NOT LIVE BY BREAD ALONE 
 
Once you wake up, a hot cup of ‘Narasus’ 
coffee should be waiting, 
If it is not ready, one will feel like shouting. 
Human body is very particular about its needs to 
be met, 
Have you ever thought of your soul that is crying to be fed? 
 
The Lord had made food for humans before they were created, 
To safeguard the soul, ways were to man included. 
Man’s greed was only for his belly, 
He forgot about his soul’s stability. 
 
When Abraham returned from the battle he met 
Melchizedek, King of Salam who to Abraham with bread and wine fed. 
When David was hungry, he went to the High Priest. 
Took the previous days’ shew bread for him and his men to eat. 
 
Jesus asked His disciples to be aware of Pharisees’ unleavened bread 
and Herod the King, 
Disciples thought, He was saying, as they forgot the bread to bring, 
At Samaria, Jesus did not eat the food brought by disciples from people 
who sell, 
Jesus said that His food is to do the Father’s willed. 
 
What food do you eat daily? 
Is the Father’s will into it added readily? 
In the first week of the New Year won’t you feed one soul? 
What will you answer, if Jesus asks this question of old? 
 
Everybody is busy, no time to talk or stand, 
Vegetables are given to me over the gate by hand. 
No time to wait for the gate to open and look at a face, 
Can one with this attitude treat people whose souls are at stake? 
 
Let us make a resolution this New Year, 
To meet one soul and tell the ‘Good News’ for him to hear. 
That Jesus is the ‘Bread of Life from Heaven’, 
Who came to earth for ‘eternal life’ to be given. 

Prema Jayasundar 
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RESOLUTIONS FOR 2019 
 

Me: Johnny… I pray like this for New 
Year… Dear God, my prayer for 
2019 is a FAT bank account and a 
THIN body. Please don't mix it up like 
last year.  
 
Johnny: I am going to quit drinking 

for the New Year but then I remember no one likes a quitter.  So my New 
Year resolution is not to have any resolution ‘cause every year it is 
broken sooner or later. 
 
Most of the times, I find that the New Year resolutions have nothing to do 
with spiritual improvement.  To redeem us, let’s look at this advice… 
 
Be careful 
“Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but as wise, making 
the most of every opportunity, because the days are evil.”—Ephesians 
5:15 & 16 
We should be careful about any accident due to our hurry, worry, 
multitasking and stress. We should be spiritually focused and make use 
of all the opportunities in 2019.  We need to use more time for the Lord 
and be careful in everything. 
 
Be thoughtful 
Be thoughtful of others.  Love your neighbour as yourselves.  Here 
‘neighbour’ means any third party and not necessarily a person next 
door.  It’s my experience that if we help the needy, we will be doubly 
blessed.  Gal. 6:9 says, “we will reap a harvest” if we do help others.  So 
we should be spirit-centered instead of self-centered. 
 
Be thankful 
“Always give thanks to God for everything.”—Ephesians 5:20.  When I 
worked for Indian Bank in the Recovery Department, I could not be 
successful in the first year.  But in the second year, all my efforts yielded 
fruit.  Reason?  As and when I recovered, I told my friends that it’s only 
due to the Lord’s blessings.  The more I thanked God, the greater were 
the recoveries.  In one year, I created a record by recovering Rs.7 crores 
by the grace of God. 
On the other hand Dr. Dale Robbins writes, “People complain due to 
problems.  But I realized that people get more problems due to 
complaining!”  So if we thank God, we are blessed more.   Conversely, if 
we murmur more, we face more problems.  “Do everything without 
complaining” says Phil. 2:14. 
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Let’s follow the above three resolutions… Be careful, be thoughtful and 
be thankful.  More so, God would like to see us keep up His resolutions.  
Walking with the Lord is the best way to be blessed in this New Year.  
 
“The object of a new year is not that we should have a new year. It is that 
we should have a new soul.”—G.K. Chesterton  

Ventriloquist Shanthakumar 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It all boils down to this: Will this New Year be just a calendar changing 
event? Or are you willing to rise up to the challenges from God’s Word 
and make necessary commitments and make it a life-changing event? 
  

Ventriloquist Shanthakumar 
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10 QUESTIONS TO ASK AT THE START OF A NEW YEAR 
 

The beginning of a new year is an ideal time to stop, look up, and get our 
bearings. To that end, here are some questions to ask prayerfully in the 
presence of God. 
 
1. What’s one thing you could do this year to increase your enjoyment of 
God? 
2. What’s the most humanly impossible thing you will ask God to do this 
year? 
3. What’s the single most important thing you could do to improve the 
quality of your family life this year? 
4. In which spiritual discipline do you most want to make progress this 
year, and what will you do about it? 
5. What is the single biggest time-waster in your life, and what will you do 
about it this year? 
6. What is the most helpful new way you could strengthen your church? 
7. For whose salvation will you pray most fervently this year? 
8. What’s the most important way you will, by God’s grace, try to make 
this year different from last year? 
9. What one thing could you do to improve your prayer life this year? 
10. What single thing that you plan to do this year will matter most in ten 
years? In eternity? 
 
The value of many of these questions is not in their profundity, but in the 
simple fact that they bring an issue or commitment into focus. For 
example, just by articulating which person you most want to encourage 
this year is more likely to help you remember to encourage that person 
than if you hadn’t considered the question. 
 
If you’ve found these questions helpful, you might want to put them 
someplace—in a day planner, PDA, calendar, bulletin board, etc.—
where you can review them more frequently than once a year. 
 
So let’s evaluate our lives, make plans and goals, and live this new year 
with biblical diligence, remembering that, “The plans of the diligent lead 
surely to advantage” (Proverbs 21:5). But in all things let’s also 
remember our dependence on our King who said, “Apart from Me you 
can do nothing” (John 15:5). 
 
Donald S. Whitney is professor of biblical spirituality and associate dean at the 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky. He blogs 
regularly at BiblicalSpirituality.org. 
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A NEW YEAR THOUGHT 
 
“Like a weaned child is my soul within me.” Psalm 131:2 
 
Imagine the fate of a poor young mammal, which is made to eat food 
other than its mother’s milk. It’s soul and mind has to be stilled and 
quieted like a weaned child.  
 
It is in such a situation that the psalmist has written that “I have calmed 
and quieted my soul, like a weaned child with his mother; Like a weaned 
child is my soul within me.” The quietness and stillness amidst life’s 
struggle is possible as per the Psalmist’s words as the Lord Almighty is 
going to crown the new year with His goodness and His paths will drip 
with abundance. Psalm 65:11. With this assurance, we can enter the 
new year which is going to be bright and a blessed New Year – 2019. 
 
Our Lord God Almighty is concerned about every one of us, as it is seen 
that the Lord looks over even the sparrows with concern. There may be 
unexpected changes in our life’s routine, or in our health status, besides 
financial conditions, which may make us to drown in sorrow and 
sickness. But “Anxiety in heart of man causes depression.” (Proverbs 
12:25). On the whole, human desire is only to live long without any 
upset. We adopt so many precautions and personal efforts for our own 
happy life. It is defined that our days are in God’s hands and without His 
will nothing harmful can happen to us. 
 
Let us surrender ourselves in the mighty hands of our Lord, who is ready 
to surround everyone, as a Rock and Redeemer to all. Happy New Year 
2019. 
 

S. Gnanaoli David
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Question: "What does the Bible say 
about the three wise men (Magi)?" 

 
We assume that there were three wise men 
because of the three gifts that were given: gold, 
incense, and myrrh (Matthew 2:11). However, 
the Bible does not say there were only three 
wise men. There could have been many more. 
Tradition says that there were three and that 
their names were Gaspar, Melchior, and 

Balthasar, but since the Bible does not say, we have no way of knowing 
whether the tradition is accurate. 
 
It is a common misconception that the wise men visited Jesus at the 
stable on the night of His birth. In fact, the wise men came days, months, 
or possibly even years later. That is why Matthew 2:11 says the wise 
men visited and worshiped Jesus in a house, not at the stable.  
 
We know that the Magi were wise men from "the East," most likely 
Persia, or modern-day Iran. This means the wise men traveled 800 to 
900 miles to see the Christ child. Most likely, the Magi knew of the 
writings of the prophet Daniel, who in time past, had been the chief of the 
court seers in Persia. Daniel 9:24-27 includes a prophecy which gives a 
timeline for the birth of the Messiah. Also, the Magi may have been 
aware of the prophecy of Balaam (who was from the town of Pethor on 
the Euphrates River near Persia) in Numbers 24:17. Balaam's prophecy 
specifically mentions a “star coming out of Jacob.”  
 
The wise men were guided to look for the King of the Jews by a 
miraculous stellar event, the "Star of Bethlehem," which they called "His 
star" (Matthew 2:2). They consulted with King Herod in Jerusalem 
concerning the birth of Christ and were directed to Bethlehem (Matthew 
2:4-8). They followed God's guidance joyfully (Matthew 2:10). Their gifts 
for Jesus were costly, and they worshiped Him. God warned them in a 
dream against returning to Herod, so, in defiance of the king, they left 
Judea by another route (Matthew 2:12).  
 
So, the Magi were men who  

• read and believed God's Word,  

• sought Jesus,  

• recognized the worth of Christ,  

• humbled themselves to worship Jesus, and  

• obeyed God rather than man.  
 
They were truly wise men! 
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NEW YEAR RESOLUTIONS 
FOR CHRISTIAN TEENS 

 
While it's a good idea to take a look 
at your spiritual walk throughout the 
year, January 1st is often a time of 
renewal - a new year, a new start. 
This year, why not try to set goals to 
improve your relationship with God? Here are 10 ways Christian teens 
can do just that: 
 
Improve your prayer life 
Simple enough, right? Just get better at praying. If you're not used to 
praying often, jumping into an active prayer life can be a daunting task. 
Start off giving five minutes to God. Then maybe try adding another five 
minutes. Soon you'll find that you'll start going to God more often, and for 
more things. Don't worry about what to talk to Him about, just talk. You'll 
be amazed by the results. 
 
Read your Bible in a year 
Getting into the habit of reading the Word is also a common New Year's 
resolution for many Christian teens. There are plenty of Bible reading 
plans out there that guide you through reading your Bible in a year. It just 
takes discipline to open up the book every night. Find a reading plan that 
works for you. 
 
Help other people 
God calls on us throughout the Bible to do good works. Helping others is 
a part of the Christian walk. Most churches have outreach activities. 
There are so many people who just need a bit of assistance, and helping 
others is a great way to set a Christian example. 
 
Get involved in Church 
Most churches have youth groups or Bible studies geared toward 
Christian teens. If not, why not be the one to get a group together? Start 
your own Bible study or put together an activity that some of the other 
Christian teens at church can enjoy. A lot of youth groups meet one day 
a week, and those meetings are a great way to meet new people who 
believe and can help you grow in your walk. 
 
Become a better steward 
One of the most challenging issues for Christian teens is the idea of 
stewardship, which is the process of tithing. Most Christian teens don't 
make a lot of money, so it becomes harder to give. Typical teen activities 
like shopping and eating out make it difficult to have money left over. 
However, God calls on all Christians to be good stewards.  
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Use a devotional 
Reading your Bible is an essential part of anyone's Christian walk, 
because it keeps your head in God's Word. Still, using a devotional helps 
you take the concepts in the Bible and apply them to your everyday life.  
 
Plant some seeds of faith 
How many times have you evangelized to friends or family? Make it your 
goal this year to talk to a certain number of people about your faith. 
While it would be great if someone converted or "got saved" through your 
discussions, don't get too caught up on that number. You'd be amazed 
how many people will end up believers, from a discussion you have 
about what God has done in your life. It just may not happen while you 
know them. Also, use platforms like your Instagram or Facebook profiles 
to demonstrate your beliefs. Plant many seeds of faith and let them grow. 
 
Get to know your parents better 
One of the most difficult relationships in a Christian teens' life is with his 
or her parents. You're at a time in your life when you are entering 
adulthood and want to start making your own decisions, but you will 
always be your parents' child. Your different viewpoints make for some 
interesting conflict. Yet, God dictates that we honor our parents, so take 
some time to get to know them a little better. Do things with them. Share 
bits of your life with them. Even a small amount of quality time with your 
parents will go a long way in helping your relationship. 
 
Go on a mission trip 
Not all mission trips are to exotic places, but almost all mission trips will 
change you forever. Between the spiritual preparation before you leave 
on your trip, to the work you will do on the trip itself, God works through 
you and for you, as you see people eager to hear about Christ and as 
you hear their appreciation for the things you are doing on your trip.  
 
Bring someone to Church 
A simple idea, but it takes a lot of courage to ask a friend to come to 
church. Faith is something most Christian teens have difficulty discussing 
with non-Christian friends, because it is often something very personal. 
Yet, many Christians would never have come to Christ without that one 
friend who asked them to come to church or talk about their beliefs. For 
every person who might shoot you down, there are two or three other 
people who will be curious about why your faith is so important to you. 
Taking them to your youth group services or activities can help show 
them why. 

From the Internet 
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CHRISTMAS ROUNDUP 
 

Sunday School Christmas Play - Jesus 
our Superhero! 
On 12 December 2018, the Sunday school 
children presented a beautiful Christmas play 
titled ‘Jesus our Superhero’. The lovely 
December evening began with the kids singing 
‘Joy to the world’ followed by the opening prayer. 
The play opened with a party happening among 
the superheroes, as they seemed to be having a 
lot of fun catching up and dancing at the Stark 

Tower. They discussed about the real superhero and started to narrate 
the story of the Bible. The kids then played out the creation scene, with 
the tiny tots dressed incredibly cute and performed an adorable 
choreography.  
 
Captain America played by Jonathan explained to the other heroes about 
Adam and Eve. The scene started with Adam and Eve played by Zoey 
and Joshua enjoying in the garden of Eden. Then the serpent comes and 
tempts Eve causing Adam and Eve to sin by eating the forbidden fruit. 
Superheroes come on stage to discuss the need of a Saviour to save the 
world from sin and narrate the birth of Jesus Christ. Mary and Joseph are 
visited by angels and told of their purpose in the birth of the Messiah. 
And as the children sang ‘Long time ago in Bethlehem’, the angels 
visited the shepherds and told them the good news. Mary and Joseph go 
to the innkeeper and they are given only a manger to stay. The kids sang 
‘Gloria’ as the angels and shepherds reached the manger to see baby 
Jesus.  
 
The manger scene happened a little away from the main stage, and it 
looked really wonderful with all the kids in their beautiful costumes. The 
three kings were also shown looking for the new king, with Herod asking 
them to come back and tell him if they found the king. They then reached 
the manger and present their gifts to baby Jesus.   
 
The Superheroes came back on stage and discussed that Jesus coming 
to earth in the form of a baby and ultimately sacrificing his life for the 
salvation of the world is what makes him the real superhero. The play 
ended with the children singing ‘Jesus you’re my superhero’. Gifts were 
given to all Sunday school children and promise cards distributed to all 
who came. A big round of applause to all teachers and children for a 
meaningful and wonderful play. The children reminded us to not forget 
the grace, love and humility of Christ in this beautiful season of 
Christmas – and to celebrate the reason behind the season! 

Priscilla Augustine 
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Carols and Campfire 
STEC had its carol service on a cool December 
evening on 23 December 2018. The choir presented 
‘God with us, Emmanuel’ by Ed Kee, a musical 
celebration that explores what it meant for God to 
come as a baby and what it means for us today. 
 
The choir sang melodiously about the true meaning of Christmas, to the 
musical track of the cantata with Anila Manoharan conducting the Choir 
and the narrators explaining all about that first Christmas night. The 
cantata had many classical and well-loved Christmas Carols in between, 
like ‘Mary did you know...’, ’Go tell it on the mountains’, ‘Joy to the 
World’, ‘O Holy Night’ and ‘Gloria’, which was enjoyed by one and all. 
When the church lights dimmed, the congregation sang the timeless 
carol ‘Silent Night’ with glowing lighted candles, signalling that Christmas 
is truly here. Kudos to Anila Mahoharan and her choristers for their 
dedication and talents in serving God. 
 
The members then gathered around the campfire in front of the Church 
and sang carols led by the tweens. Milton Sigamoney’s granddaughter, 
Angelina Sigamoney, beautifully sang a couple of carols. This was 
followed by a few games, ‘Guess the Carol’ and ‘Passing the Christmas 
Symbol’, conducted by Shobana Soundarapandian, Roshan 
Soundarapandian and Sheeba Roshan, with Jaswanth Soundarapandian 
doing the compering. Santa Clause, played by Emmanuel 
Shanthakumar, came riding on a bike much to the delight of the little 
children. Pastor then said Grace and the STEC family enjoyed the 
delicious fellowship Christmas dinner. 
 
We praise and thank God for this wonderful time of fellowship at 
Christmas.  

Jasweena Paul 

 

Christmas Outreach – Women’s 
Fellowship 
Our visit to Manohar Devadoss’s house 
to celebrate the spirit of Christmas on 
Friday, the 2nd of December was an 

enriching and enjoyable one. We sang two of Manohar’s favourite songs 
and for one he accompanied us on his mouth organ. It was so beautifully 
rendered that we were all amazed at his many God-given talents and 
gifts. 
 
Iris Manoharan shared a beautiful message of Christmas which was 
thought-provoking and made an impact on all of us. 
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Manohar went down memory lane and shared the beautiful memories he 
had with Mahema and how she helped him in his journey of life. 
Manohar’s life revolved around Mahema and the love and respect they 
had for each other is a beautiful testimony of a Christian marriage. 
 
We were served a sumptuous tea of delicious sandwiches, and a rich 
payasam with nuts and raisins, prepared by Manohar and served with a 
lot of love and care. 
 
The Women’s Fellowship always treasures this visit every year because 
Manohar makes it a point to invite us, eagerly waits for us and makes it 
special. 
 
We thank Manohar for his warm hospitality, kindness and love for the 
members of St. Thomas English Church. 

Premalatha Samuel 

 
 
The last in the series of Christmas visits to senior citizens in our parish 
culminated in the house of Mrs. Rachel Prabhakaran on 16 December 
2018. A few members of the Women’s Fellowship assembled in her 
house at 4.00pm to bring her the cheer of the Christmas season. 
 
Our visit started with an opening prayer by Mrs. Zibia Dhiraviaraj. This 
was followed by a time of praising and singing carols and hymns. Mrs. 
Prabhakaran also made requested us to sing some of her favourites. 
Mrs. Vinodha Jeyabalan shared the message “The Light of the World”. 
She emphasized her message with the following reference: 
 

• The news of the birth of our Saviour was heralded to the 
shepherds with the glorious light that engulfed the whole area – 
Luke 2:9 

• Our Lord Jesus Christ’s birth brought light into the dark world - 
Isaiah 9:2 

• Christ himself is light – John 9:5 

• Zachariah also prophesied that the birth of baby Jesus brought 
light to those who sit in darkness – Luke 1:79  

 
She summed up her message saying how this divine light dispels 
darkness, weans us away from evil deeds, thereby helping to lead a 
spirit-filled fruitful life and be partakers of divine life. She also reiterated 
the point that as believers we should spread this message of our Saviour 
being the light of the world, especially to those who have not heard about 
Him.  
 
The visit came to a close after a brief snack time and the closing prayer 
was offered by Mrs. Iris Manoharan. 

Leena Ponnudurai 
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The ‘Rapha’ Report 
Greetings in Jesus name! By the immense 
grace of God, the members of the Rapha 
Fellowship, were able to visit the CSI Kalyani 
hospital every month in 2018, mostly on the 
2nd Sunday, to meet the patients and pray 
for them. Follow up prayers were also done 
by keeping a record of the names of those 
we had met. A few patients were also 

contacted over phone. The 29th of July 2018 was celebrated as Rapha 
Sunday. All members took active part in the service. The theme was 
‘Hope in distress’, and special songs were sung along with a litany, while 
Mrs. Nirmala Stephen delivered the message. Besides this, the members 
enthusiastically participated in the Faith Festival, the Mission Festival 
and the Annual Thanksgiving Festival.  
 
During this Christmas season, we visited Mr. and Mrs. Dhanraj and Mr. 
and Mrs. D.I.A.Soundarapandian at their residence and spent some time 
singing songs, sharing Biblical thoughts and praying for them as they 
were sick and couldn't attend church regularly. 
 
Also in December, we were able to present the gifts collected on Gift 
Sunday, to the inmates of the CSI Kalyani hospital. Our pastor, Rev. 
Richard Ambrose Jebakumar also accompanied us. He met the patients 
and prayed for them.  
 
We also took part in the Fellowship Carol Service held in our church on 
16 December 2018 and sang 2 carols. Finally, the year's activities were 
wound up with a Thanksgiving prayer at the residence of Mrs. Anna Mary 
Frederick on 27 December 2018. After a brief time of praise and worship, 
prayers were said for our church, the ministry of all fellowship groups, 
our country and for our Lord's blessings and guidance in the new year. 
 
We thank our Lord Almighty for his grace and guidance through the year 
gone by and appreciate the prayers and support of our Pastor, the 
Pastorate Committee and the members of our church which enabled us 
to minister to the sick. 
 
We invite you to join the Rapha Fellowship and continue to extend your 
prayer support. Let us fulfil the command given in Matthew :25:36, "....I 
was sick and you visited me...". 

Ranjini Inbaraj 
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Carol Rounds 
On the 19 December, at 8.00 pm, two 
minivans slowly wound their way out of 
the gates of STEC. One had some 
stalwart singers from our choir and the 
other had some talented youngsters 
who enlivened the singing with their 
lilting rhythmic music. These were the carolers from STEC on their way 
to bring festive cheer to those who had opened their doors to them. 
 
In each home the pattern was the same: two Christmas carols were 
sung, followed by the reading of a portion from the Bible on the 
Christmas story by one of the children. Then a prayer for peace, love and 
joy to abide with all those who dwelt in that house with wishes for a 
prosperous 2019 and good health, strength and cheer. We sang four 
variants of the Christmas wish – one at each home. 
The welcome and hospitality received at each home was heart-warming 
and some houses gave carry-n-eat munchies so that there was a choice 
to eat it immediately or carry it to the van and have it at leisure. The 
ultimate experience of course was the stop at the Dhyriams where an 
appetizing and delicious feast was laid out for the carolers with a 
delectable dessert to follow that was enjoyed by all. The carolers were 
truly gratified by this sumptuous dinner. 
 
In each home Tasha had the responsibility of giving a gift to the head of 
the house on behalf of STEC and Melvin had the collection bag for any 
offering that the home would like to make to STEC. The carolers covered 
a lot of ground by visiting houses near the Church and then going to 
Adyar, Manapakkam, Velachery, Teynampet, T’nagar etc. and finally 
returning to the Church at around 4 am. 
 
The carolling was well organized with files of the songs being given to 
each participant. The gifts given at each home were simple but 
thoughtful. The visits, routes and timings were meticulously planned and 
it was indeed a very enjoyable event for all. Kudos to Roshan and 
Sheeba for all the efforts they took to make Carol Rounds 2018 truly 
memorable! 
                                                                                                Suresh Balasunder 

 

Christmas Tree Program - Fun 'n' 
Frolic all the way! 
 
It was the 28 of December, 3.30pm, children 
were exhilarated as they kept streaming in 
to be a part of the Christmas Tree 
programme 2018. About 30 children turned up for an entertainment filled 
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evening. The multipurpose hall was adorned with colourful balloons and 
the stage was set with a beautifully decorated Christmas tree. 
 
Soon after Pastor's opening prayer, the programme began with some 
joyful carol singing led by Mercy and Melvin and ably guided by Joel and 
Kevin on their guitars. Sheeba Roshan shared a delightful message on 
how "Jesus is the reason for this season". It seemed more like a skit as 
she brought in children from the crowd to act as angels, the wreath of 
hope, Christmas tree, reindeer, snowman, each claiming one by one that 
they were the real reason for the joy of Christmas.  
 
The games session was a whole lot of fun and even more so, because I 
was the judge. The 0-3 years age group had the tiny tots picking up a 
flower from a basket and handing it over to parents in the form of a race. 
Watching them was indeed an adorable sight! The next set of children 
belonged to the 4-6 years age group who had a lemon spoon race. The 
balloon bursting game for the 7-9 years age group had the children 
running frantically around on a mission to burst other's balloons, while 
keeping theirs safe. The 10-14 year olds played a memory game. The 
children were allowed to see the 40 odd things displayed on a tray for a 
minute and had to write them down on a paper in the allotted time. And 
finally, the parents too had a game! They were divided into two teams 
and were given two sheets each to be filled up - one was to complete the 
phrases related to Christmas while the other was to identify the 
Christmas carols from the pictures. Surprisingly, the parents were just as 
involved as the kids as they brainstormed with a lot of vigour and zeal.  
 
Delicious snacks were provided and Caroline Priya, Shobana 
Soundarapandian and I chipped in to help with the distribution along with 
the volunteers. As the children relished them, Santa Claus came along to 
bring more cheer to the gathering. I then asked one child excitedly "Did 
you see Santa?" and much to my dismay, she quietly whispered in my 
ear "He's not the real Santa, aunty, it's only Naveen uncle!" 
 
The programme ended on a high note with Santa giving away gifts to all 
the children. Soon after Naveen unSanta-ed himself, I was amused to 
see Milton uncle casually asking Naveen "Where were you, son? Didn't 
see you around for quite some time!" Prizes for the games were 
distributed to all the winners by Milton uncle, who thereafter closed the 
programme with a prayer.  
 
The programme was well-planned and arranged by the Roshans and the 
gifts meticulously packed by Shobana Soundarapandian. As Don annan 
was still gleefully clicking away pictures, I felt it was one evening to be 
remembered - for the young and the old alike! 

Priya Muller 
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LGBTQ AND THE CHURCH: ACTIONS 
AND REACTIONS OF THE CHURCH 
EXAMINED. 
 
India passed a law legalizing homosexuality in 
September 2018. Leading up to the vote, I 
received forwards on WhatsApp as to how we 
need to pray so that this does not get legalized. 
I found this interesting because whenever we 
perceive some threat to the church, we get up in arms and summon all 
the prayer warriors we can find and host all-night vigils to combat 
whatever threat. The question I pose is `why do we engage in this 
behavior only when there is a “threat”?’ I rationalize that this escalation 
occurs because of our insecurities and not knowing what to do with this 
new circumstance in front of us.  
 
Issues on sexuality are hard for the church, because how its roots are in 
identity and therefore the reaction is louder than say other things, 
because once human identity is challenged, it is a pretty emotional 
response, because our identity is what we know and define ourselves by. 
And when that is challenged, we are confused and left with the feeling 
that we don’t know ourselves. Also, a spotlight is cast on issues of 
sexuality because it is more a lifestyle than an internal struggle, or rather 
it is the fruit of the internal struggle. It is on display for all to see the 
church has a problem with things that are external and has no issue with 
brushing aside things that come up that aren’t what it considers a 
“problem.” (this is for another article). Homosexuality and transgender 
are something that isn’t considered normative or a part of everyday 
rhetoric. It takes certain courage and perseverance to identify by those 
denominators and that has to be acknowledged whether we like it or not. 
When something that is not the everyday normal comes up, we really 
don’t know what to do with it, and essentially play a game of hot potato 
with it, and prefer it go away rather than deal with it head-on. While 
dealing with the insecurity, two extreme reactions are witnessed - either 
complete silence or very loud dismissal.  
 
We have to recognize that the church is an active member of the society 
and has a say in how it decides to respond to situations. The church can 
be a spiritual hospital where the wounded can be bandaged and 
recuperated to health, and at the same time it has to be the fabric of the 
neighborhood, actively combatting issues that plague the society. It is 
commended when the church provides relief to people affected by 
natural disasters, but when it comes to matters such as this, the church 
turns a deaf ear. The church must be active in teaching and equipping its 
congregants to face the issues that plague our society.  
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This ties into the point I made initially about being insecure, because the 
members aren’t trained to deal with matters like LGBTQ. It is also a 
direct co-relation to the state of our soul and the knowledge we have 
ourselves. Are we so fragile that if we interact with something outside our 
norm, we get corrupted and it jeopardizes our salvation? Christ calls us 
to love our neighbor as ourselves. Therefore, let us approach these 
people with love, have our ears open and engage in what they have to 
say, but at the same time being rooted in the Word.  
 
The next part to understand is that God’s hand is over everything 
whether we know it or not. This law passed for a reason that is yet to be 
understood by us. As much as this law is in conflict with our values, we 
have to acknowledge the positives it brings to the table. Transgenders 
who were involved in the sex trade whether of their own volition or not, 
can now seek support from the police because them practicing sex is 
legal now. This opens doors for justice to prevail. I conclude by saying 
that please approach with love but know your facts and be rooted in our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. In saying that I wish all of you a Happy 
New Year 2019! God bless you!    
 

Mark Rohan 

Mark is currently pursuing his studies in ‘Youth Ministry’ at the Moody 
Bible Institute in Chicago, Illinois.
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‘HIDE THEM IN YOUR HEART' - A SCRIPTURE CHALLENGE!  
 
Can you memorize Psalm 51 before 26 January 2019? 
 
If this offer appeals to you, please approach 
Roshan Soundarapandian (Mobile No: 
98403 88365) - a surprise awaits you! 
The winners will be announced in next 
month's EanMe!  
Of course, prizes would follow! 
Anyone can rise to the opportunity - no age 
limit – all the best! 
 
Winners: 
 
 

Name 
Oct-18 Nov-18 Dec-18 Total out of 9 

Psalm 
103 Psalm 91 

Psalm 
150 

  

Shirley Kumar    9 

Iris Manoharan    9 

Ranjini Inbaraj    8 

Aria Manoharan    5 

Keturah Manoharan    6 

Felicia Williams    8 

Jaden Johnsson Dhyriam     5 

Jonathan Ethan Dhyriam     4 

Jonathan Roopsingh     5 

Jeremy Roopsingh     5 

Rohan Abraham      1 

Mercy Roshan    8 

Melvin Roshan     6 

Rabinder Boaz      2 

Joann Ignatius      1 

Diya Rajiv      1 

David Nalathambi      1 

Jessica Lily     2 

Aaron Cherian      1 

Santosh Dhyriam      1 

Shreya Dhyriam      1 
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Shekinah Dhyriam     2 

Pamela Bridget Wilson      2 

Gino Jaden Paul      1 

Zoey Joanna Emmanuel    5 

Joshua Emmanuel    5 

Aaron Joshua John     2 

Shirley Rebecca John     2 

Jadon Titus Muller     4 
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GEMS FROM THE BIBLE 

Put them in your heart-bank – memorize 
and use them! 

• It is best to listen much, speak little 

and not become angry. – James 1:19 

• Those who are peace-makers will plant seeds of peace and reap 

a harvest of goodness. – James 3:18 

• Jehovah keeps His eye upon you as you come and go and 

always guards you. – Psalm 121:8 

• You must be holy for I (God) am holy. – I Peter 1:16 

• Remember, the Lord will pay for each good thing you do. – 

Ephesians 6:8 

Premella Soundarapandian 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
QUICK & EASY SCIENCE QUIZ 
 

1. What does the ‘C’ in CAT-SCAN stand 
for? 

2. Which is the hottest known planet in the 
solar system? 

3. What is a ‘Jaipur Foot’? 
4. Who discovered the circulation of blood? 
5. Which is the heaviest organ in the human 

body? 
D.I.A. Soundarapandian 

Answers to Quick & Easy Science Quiz are found on page 40. 
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STEC MEN’S FELLOWSHIP – BIBLE STUDY 
WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT - “MARRIAGE” 

 
(Planned for discussion during the month of Jan 
2019 by the late Convenor of the Men’s Fellowship, 
Mr. Manoharan Gnanaolivu, who left for his heavenly 

abode on 13 October 2018) 
 
The Lord God spoke through the prophets and the apostles, which are all 
recorded in the Bible as the word of God. God’s comprehensive plan for 
marriage is spelt out clearly in the Bible, summarised thus: 
 
The Book of Genesis records the origin of marriage, right from creation –
” God created man in His own image, male and female, He created 
them”. [Gen.1:27]. “The Lord God formed the man from the dust of the 
ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life and man became 
a living being”. [Gen.2:7]. “Then the Lord God made a woman from the 
rib He had taken out of the man. For this reason a man will leave his 
father and mother and be united to his wife and they will become one 
flesh”. [Gen.2:22-24]- of which sexual union is an expression of love and 
instinct.  
 
Later, quoting the above Word of God, Jesus added- “So they are no 
longer two but one. Therefore what God has joined together let not man 
separate”. [Mat.19:4-6]. Jesus Himself attended the marriage at Cana 
with His mother and disciples, where He displayed His glory for the first 
time, by the miracle of His converting water into fine wine. This also 
stresses the importance that Jesus gave to a marriage. [Jn.2:1-11] 
 
After the fall of man, in the garden of Eden, God revised His plan for the 
human married life on earth- “By the sweat of your brow, you will eat 
your food - with pain you will give birth to children —your desire will be 
for your husband and he will rule over you”. [Gen.3:16-19]. 
 
Under this context, certain interesting extracts from the Bible, relevant to 
marriage are brought out. God adds in His ten commandments given to 
Israel through Moses - “You shall not commit adultery”.- [Ex.20:14]. 
Jesus in His ‘Sermon on the Mount’, explains this God’s command 
further - “ But I tell that anyone that looks at a woman lustfully has 
already committed adultery with her in his heart “.[Mat.5:28]. Not a 
passing glance, but a wilful calculated stare that arouses sexual desire 
leads to further sins, even up to murder, inviting God’s wrath. We all 
know very well the episode of David and Bathsheba, which is an 
example. [2 Sam. Ch.11]. 
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We read about many instances of Hebrew marriages in the Bible, where 
the custom of groom’s party paying ‘bride price’ to the bride’s party is 
brought out, in respect of a few leading men of God. 

• The bride price was in the form of money, jewellery, labour or 
other types of favour in kind. A few outstanding instances are – 
Abraham sent his chief servant Eliezer of Damascus to his native 
place Mesapotamia, to get a wife for his son Isaac. We read in 
Genesis Chapter 24, how he brought Rebekah after giving gold 
jewellery and clothing to Rebekah and her family as bride price. 
And Isaac married her. 

• Jacob married Laban’s two daughters Leah and Rachael after 
serving two terms of seven years each as a shepherd to Laban’s 
flocks as bride price. [Gen.29:20-30]. 

• David married Michal, daughter of King Saul in a bizarre way. 
The bride price fixed by Saul was 100 foreskins of the Philistines, 
whereas David killed 200 of them and brought double the 
number that Saul wanted. [1 Sam.18:20-27]. 

• Boaz married Ruth after purchasing and redeeming the land of 
Naomi, mother-in-law of Ruth. Thus Boaz satisfied the two 
customs of bride price payment and kinsman-redeemer. 
[Ru.4:9,10].    

• The ‘Book of the Covenant’, given by God to Moses stipulates, 
as a social responsibility—” If a man seduces a virgin, he must 
pay the bride price, and she shall be his wife. If her father 
refuses to give her to him, he must still pay up. - [Ex.22:16,17]. 

 
Paul was a bachelor and fully engaged in God’s mission work. 
Accordingly, his understanding and advice on marriage are unique. He 
records in his first letter to the Corinthians — “It is good for a man not to 
marry. But since there is so much immorality, each man should have his 
own wife and each woman her own husband”. [1 Cor.7:12]. Paul explains 
further – “I would like you to be free from concern. An unmarried man is 
concerned about the Lord’s affairs, how he can please the Lord- but a 
married man is concerned about the affairs of the world, how he can 
please his wife.” [1 Cor.7:32,33]. 
 
Paul also specifies the qualifications required for appointment of elders 
and overseers in the church, in his letters to Timothy and Titus - “An 
elder must be blameless, a husband of but one wife”-[Tit.1:6].-“ Now the 
overseer must be above reproach, the husband of but one wife”.[1 
Tim.3:2]. Paul writes as one convinced that he is guided by the Holy 
Spirit- “and I think I have the Spirit of God”. [1 Cor.7:40]. 
 
Peter in his first letter, writes about the husband-wife relationship, which 
should bring about spiritual fellowship with God and with one another, 
and says “ Wives be submissive to your husbands, so that they may be 
won over by your behaviour, when they see the purity and reverence of 
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your lives—husbands, in the same way be considerate as you live with 
your wives and treat them with respect”. [1 Pe.3:1-7]. 
 
Paul expounds, in his letter to the Ephesians, the mystery of the union of 
Christ and his bride, the Church, as an illustration to the relationship of 
husband and wife in marriage —” Wives, submit to your husbands as to 
the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of 
the Church. Now as the Church submits to Christ, so also wives submit 
to husbands. Husbands, love your wives just as Christ loved the 
Church.” - [5:22-26]. 
 
John also records a similar analogy in the Book of Revelation of Jesus 
Christ, - “I saw the Holy City, the New Jerusalem coming down out of 
heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her 
husband.”-[21:2]. 
 
Finally let also see what the Bible says about homosexual marriages 
prevalent now —” If a man lies with a man as one lies with a woman, 
both of them have done what is detestable. They must be put to death.”-
[Lev.20:13]. Paul also in his letter to the Romans condemns such acts of 
perversion which invite God’s wrath. [1:27]. 
 
Let us pray for the Holy Spirit to guide us according to what the Bible 
says about marriage, and be blessed. 

                                                                              Manoharan Gnanaolivu 
 

 
 
 
 
Jemima was taking an afternoon nap on New Year's 
Eve before the festivities. After she woke up, she 
confided to Max, her husband, “I just dreamed that 
you gave me a diamond ring for a New Year's 
present. What do you think it all means?” 
“Aha, you'll know tonight,” answered Max smiling 
broadly. 
At midnight, as the New Year was chiming, Max approached Jemima 
and handed her small package. Delighted and excited she opened it 
quickly. There in her hand rested a book titled: ‘The meaning of dreams.’ 
 
 
 
Friend: Why did you buy hundreds of calendars for the New Year? 
Mr. X: My dad asked me to buy 2019 calendars! 
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E. STANLEY JONES – THE 20th CENTURY 
MISSIONARY 

 
Eli Stanley Jones (1884-1973) was born in 
Baltimore, Maryland, on January 3, 1884. He 
studied law briefly at City College before moving to 

Asbury College in Wilmore, Kentucky. 
 
In February of 1905, Jones and three other men were having a private 
prayer meeting when, about 10pm, the Holy Spirit seemed to enter the 
room. Other students joined them, and revival spread across the Asbury 
campus and around the town of Wilmore. There were confessions of sin, 
powerful prayers, and new deeper commitments to the Lord. In his 
spiritual autobiography, Jones said that this revival liberated him from a 
sense of superiority, which prepared him for future work as a missionary, 
opened his ears to the Holy Spirit, and led directly to his calling to the 
mission field. 
 
Jones graduated from Asbury in 1907 and became a missionary to India 
under the Board of Missions of the Methodist Episcopal Church. On the 
train to his first mission field in Lucknow, Jones met a well-educated, 
English-speaking Muslim gentleman, who after hearing him read the 
‘sermon on the mount’, exclaimed “we have the same thing in our sacred 
book”. This encounter with “all religions are the same – only the path is 
different” attitude so widely held by many in the non-Christian world 
shook him, and led him to reconsider his approach – a crucial decision 
that contributed to his great effectiveness. 
 
In India, Stanley Jones met a fellow missionary, Mabel Lossing, whom 
he married in 1911. 
 
Mission in India 
Jones began his mission work among the lowest class of people. He did 
not attack the predominant religions of the area, but tried to present the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ without attaching Western culture to it. As the 
Methodist Board of Missions’ “Evangelist-at-Large” to India, Jones 
conducted large meetings in Indian cities. He presided over “round table 
conferences” where people of all faiths could sit down as equals and 
share their testimonies of how their religious experiences improved their 
lives. 
 
His work and teaching attracted the attention of the "spiritually aware," 
the educated classes and the intelligentsia of India, and he soon held 
thousands of interreligious lectures all across the nation, which were 
round table discussions for Christians and non-Christians alike. His 
interest in mental health led to the founding of Nur Manzil Psychiatric 
Center, Lucknow (1948).  
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Jones’ ministry soon became worldwide in its influence as he stressed 
that the reconciliation brought through Jesus Christ was intended for the 
whole world. He helped to re-establish the Indian “Ashram” (forest 
retreat) where men and women would come together for days at a time 
to explore each other’s faiths. He also founded the Christian Ashrams in 
the United States - a place for religious retreat and introspection - which 
are still in operation today.  
 
International ministry 
In 1925, while home on furlough, Stanley Jones wrote a report of his 
years of service—what he had taught and what he had learned in India.  
It was published in a book titled "The Christ of the Indian Road" and 
became a best seller.  It sold over a million copies and has influenced 
the course of missionary thinking.  Other books followed and certain 
books or single chapters became required reading in various theological 
seminaries or in degree courses at government colleges in parts of the 
world.     
 
For over 50 years Jones preached that Jesus was the answer to all of 
the world's problems, be they personal, political, social, or any other. His 
work became interdenominational and world-wide. He held before men 
the example of God’s reconciliation to mankind through Jesus on the 
cross.  He made Him visible as the Universal Son of Man who had come 
for all people.  This opening up of nations to receiving Christ within their 
own framework marked a new approach in missions.  It came to be 
known as “indigenization”. He helped to re-establish the Indian “Ashram” 
(or forest retreat) as a means of drawing men and women together for 
days at a time to study in depth their own spiritual natures and quest, 
and what the different faiths offered individuals. Many came to refute the 
Christian Gospel or to extol their own, but many came to accept Christ’s 
way of life.   
 
Literary legacy 
Stanley Jones wrote over 28 books, many of which were best sellers, 
and donated all the proceeds, and the income of his many speaking 
engagements to missionary projects all over the world. His books have 
been "read around jungle fires, studied by armies and governments, 
quoted in parliaments, and banned and burned by Communists." 
 
His reputation as a “reconciler” invited him to many political negotiations 
in India, Africa, and Asia. He was a close confidant of U.S. President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt in the time preceding World War II, and after the 
war he was greeted in Japan as the “Apostle of Peace”. He played an 
important role in establishing religious freedom in the post-colonial Indian 
government. He became a close friend of Mahatma Gandhi and even 
wrote a biography of Gandhi, a book which Martin Luther King said 
influenced him to adopt strict non-violent methods in the American civil 
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rights movement. Jones had a strong influence in preventing the spread 
of communism in India. 
 
When Stanley Jones breathed his last in India on January 25, 1973, a 
prominent Methodist Bishop called him “the greatest Christian missionary 
since St. Paul.”  

Source: The Internet 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
On New Year’s Eve, Daniel was in no shape to drive, so he 
sensibly left his van in the car park and walked home. As he 
was wobbling along, he was stopped by a policeman. “What 
are you doing out here at four o'clock in the morning?” asked 
the police officer. 
“I'm on my way to a lecture,” answered Roger. 
“And who on earth, in their right mind, is going to give a lecture at this 
time on New Year’s Eve?” enquired the constable sarcastically. 
“My wife,” slurred Daniel grimly.  
 
 
Someone said: Last year when I called my parents to wish them a happy 
New Year, my dad answered the phone. “Well, Dad, what’s your New 
Year’s resolution?” I asked him. 
"To make your mother as happy as I can all year," he answered proudly.  
Then mom got on and I said, “What’s your resolution, Mom?”  
“Want to see that your dad keeps up his resolution!” 
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ANOTHER YEAR IS DAWNING 
 
Frances Ridley Havergal, 1836-1879, who wrote the 
famous New Year’s hymn, spent her life "in working 
and in waiting" for the Master. Daughter of the Rev. 
W. H. Havergal, she was born in Worcestershire, 
UK. In August 1850, before she was fourteen years 
old, she entered Miss Teed’s school, where the 
influences over her were very helpful.  
 

The following year, she says, "I committed my soul to the Saviour, and 
earth and heaven seemed brighter from that moment." She earnestly 
strove to make each year after that hallowed experience. Wherever she 
went in her frequent travels. she was constantly asking people whether 
or not they knew the joys of salvation, and by thus being a witness she 
led hundreds of souls to the cross.  
 
Her heart was fixed upon the more glorious work, which God has 
prepared for us to accomplish in heaven. When, in 1878, she was taken 
seriously ill, and was told her life was in danger, she replied: "If I am 
really going, it is too good to be true!" "Splendid ! To be so near the gates 
of Heaven."  
 
This hymn was written in 1874 and was first published as a New Year’s 
card, later in collections of her own works, and finally in many hymn 
books. It has proved to be an inspiration to thousands standing at the 
threshold of a new year.  
 
Another year is dawning, dear Father, let it be 
In working or in waiting, another year with Thee; 
Another year of progress, another year of praise, 
Another year of proving Thy presence all the days. 
 
Another year of mercies, of faithfulness and grace, 
Another year of gladness in the shining of Thy face; 
Another year of leaning upon Thy loving breast; 
Another year of trusting, of quiet, happy rest. 
 
Another year of service, of witness for Thy love, 
Another year of training for holier work above; 
Another year is dawning, dear Father, let it be 
On earth, or else in Heaven, another year for Thee. 
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HALLGRÍMUR PÉTURSSON 

(1614-74) 
 

Hallgrímur Pétursson, after whom the 
Church on the cover is named, was one of 

the greatest religious poets of Iceland. 
 
Born to the church bell-ringer in Hólar in 17th century Iceland, the young 
Hallgrimur Pétursson lived an errant life, though he came from a ‘good’ 
family. His uncle was the bishop and he was educated in the cathedral 
school but ran away, leaving Iceland for Denmark with some merchants 
to become a blacksmith’s apprentice. Life was very tough in 17th century 
Iceland. The Danish king imposed onerous trade restrictions on the 
country, impoverishing the people; pirate raids were common; the soil 
was infertile and the climate harsh. 
 
Hallgrímur Pétursson’s future could hardly look less promising. 
According to folk legend, Brynjólfur Sveinsson, an Icelandic Priest first 
saw Hallgrímur by chance when travelling through Glückstadt in the 
Duchy of Schleswig (then under Danish rule). Hallgrímur's blacksmith 
employer mistreated the boy, and Brynjólfur heard Hallgrímur curse his 
employer in Icelandic. The priest, Brynjólfur Sveinsson, encouraged the 
young man to train for the priesthood and sponsored his education at the 
Copenhagen Cathedral School, where he was counted amongst the best 
students. 
 
While in his last year of studies, he was tasked with the re-education of a 
group of Icelandic captives, ransomed from Algerian pirates. One 
Guðríður Símonardóttir, was to become his wife. She was 16 years older 
than he and already married but, when they returned to Iceland together, 
she discovered her husband had died, and married Hallgrímur.  
 
Rescued from a life of labour 
Hallgrímur Pétursson had left the seminary before graduating and 
worked as a labourer and fisherman for seven years in Njarðvík, part of 
Reykjanesbær. Brynjólfur, the bishop at Skálholt, the southern bishopric, 
appointed Hallgrímur to minister in the village of Hvalsnes. Despite 
appearing as an ungraduated worker, he proved he was a skilful 
preacher and justified his ordination. Heartbreak quickly followed as his 
little daughter, Steinunn, died at the age of four and others were to follow 
in the difficult economic times. Her gravestone, believed to be carved by 
his own hand, was recently discovered there and is to be found in the 
current church. This tragedy marked a turning point in his life, as he 
wrote a hymn which is still sung at every Icelandic funeral today. 
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The hymn-writer 
In 1651, Hallgrímur was appointed to the much wealthier area of 
Saurbær, north of Reykjavik, a position probably gained due to 
admiration for his preaching. He wrote extensively during this period, two 
hymnbooks, ‘Hymns of Samuel’ and ‘Hymns of the Passion’, one for 
each day of Lent. 
 
In 1662, the Saurbær farm burned. After that, Hallgrímur’s health 
declined. He was diagnosed with leprosy, from which he died in 1674, at 
the age of 60. However, his faith enabled him to rise above the tragic 
events in his life to write hymns which have been translated and remain 
an encouragement to people worldwide today, just as they have been for 
the Icelandic people as they went through great hardships and 
difficulties.  
 
When Hallgrímur contracted leprosy, he produced 50 Passiusálmar 
(1666; The Passion Hymns of Iceland) out of this misery, which rank 
among the best religious poetry of the world. In each hymn the poet 
merges his personal suffering with that of Jesus. This collection of fifty 
hymns was meant to be sung, one each working day, during the seven 
weeks of Lent. Each hymn has a title denoting which part of the Passion 
of Christ it refers to, and a reference to a melody for it to be sung to. 
 
The effect of the Passion Hymns in bolstering the morale of a desperate 
people was attested to by their immediate widespread popularity. First 
printed in 1666 and for the 68th time in 1996, they remain the most 
cherished devotional songs of the Icelanders. Other famous works 
include Aldarháttur, Rímur af Lykla-Pétri og Magellónu, Króka-Refs 
rímur, and a collection of cautionary children's rhymes.  
 
The Hallgrímskirkja, a memorial church built in the poet’s honour at 
Reykjavík, is one of the largest and finest churches in Iceland.  

 
Source: The Internet
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THE BETTY BAXTER STORY 
 
Part VI of an excerpt from ‘The Betty 
Baxter Story: A 1941 Miracle of Healing 
as Told By Herself’ - the miraculous 
testimony of a young girl who was 
horribly bent and twisted and crippled 
for fifteen years, enduring enormous 

suffering because of her multiple infirmities. According to the doctors 
there was no hope for her deliverance, but her mother and she believed 
the scriptures that all things are possible to those that believe...  
 
After Jesus told me this (the day and hour I would be healed) I felt like a 
new person. I didn't mind the sharp pains any more or the violent 
throbbing of my enlarged heart. The 24th day of August would soon 
come and I would have relief. I heard the door open and Mom walked in. 
She knelt down on the rug and looked up in my face. I wanted to tell her 
what Jesus had told me. The hardest thing I ever did was to keep from 
telling her. I looked at Mom. I thought, "Something has happened to 
Mom, She looks so pretty and young today." Then I thought the reason 
she looked so different was that I knew the secret about my healing next 
Sunday. I looked at her again and I was convinced more than ever that 
something had happened to her. Her eyes had never shone like that 
before. Then all at once she leaned over me, pushed the hair back from 
my forehead and said, "Honey do you know when the Lord is going to 
heal you?" Oh, I knew but I wasn't supposed to tell. I couldn't say "No," 
for I would not be telling the truth. So I said, "When?" 
 
Mom smiled and said, "August 24th, Sunday afternoon at 3:00 o'clock." 
I said, "Mom, how did you know? Did I let it slip and tell you?" She said, 
"No, the same God that talks to you talks to me." When my mother said 
that I was doubly sure God would heal my body the 24th day of August 
and make me well. I said, "Mom, am I getting straighter? Are the knots 
going away?" She looked at me and said, "No, Betty, you are getting 
more bent every day and the knots are growing larger." 
 
I said, "Mom, do you still believe God will heal me the 24th day of 
August?" She said, "Sure I do. All things are possible if we only believe." 
Many people have asked how my mother knew the day I would be 
healed. While the Lord was talking to me, the rest of the family was in the 
dining room eating. My mother had taken a fork full of food and as she 
was about to put it into her mouth it dropped back on the plate with a 
clatter. Then she heard the inner voice of God speak and say, "I have 
heard your prayers and I am going to reward you for your faithfulness. I 
am going to heal Betty, August 24th Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock, and 
she knows the same thing, as I have already told her." So when Mom 
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came in the room she already know that the Lord had told me the day 
and hour that I would be healed. 
 
A new dress 
I said, "Mom, listen to me. I haven't had a dress on or shoes on my feet 
since I was a little girl. I have worn these night clothes all these years. 
Mom, when Jesus heals me Sunday afternoon I'm going to church 
Sunday night. The stores are closed on Sunday. Mom, if you really 
believe Jesus is going to heal me, will you go to Fairmont this afternoon 
and get me some new clothes? Will you, Mom?" My mother showed her 
faith by her works. "Sure, I will go into town today and get you some 
clothes so you can wear them Sunday night," she said. 
 
As she was driving away Daddy stopped her. "Where are you going?" 
"I'm going to town," she said. "What for?" he asked. "Well, I am going to 
get a new dress and shoes for Betty," she said. "Now, Mother, you know 
we won't have to buy her a new dress until we lay her away and let's not 
think about it until we have to," Dad said. "Oh, no, she has had word from 
Jesus that He is going to heal her Sunday afternoon, the 24th and I've 
had word too. I'm going to Fairmont to get some new clothes for her My 
mother brought them home and showed them to me. I thought the dress 
was the most beautiful I had ever seen. The shoes were patent leather 
and they were pretty. Packed among my treasures, in the bottom of an 
old chest, in my mother's home up in Iowa there lies that old blue dress 
right now. After my healing I wore it until I got a hole in it where I had 
rubbed against the pulpit when I preached. I said, "Mom, don't you think 
I'll look pretty when I get straight and can put on this dress and these 
shoes?" 
 
When people came to see me I would say, "Mom, get my dress and 
shoes out and let my friends see them." They looked at me, then at the 
dress and shoes, then at my mother. I knew they thought strange of me 
but I knew exactly what was going to happen the 24th day of August. 
 
Yes, there are lots of people who stand by and say, "If I could only see a 
miracle I would believe." But if you don't believe it before you see you will 
find some excuse after it happens. I told a neighbor of ours, who was not 
a Christian, that if he wanted to see me tall and straight, to be at our 
house Sunday afternoon at 3:00 o'clock because Jesus is going to come 
and heal me. He looked at me and said, "Listen, I want to tell you if the 
day comes when I see you straight I'll not only become a Christian but I'll 
be Pentecostal." Today he is still unsaved. 

Courtesy: www.teleiosministries.com 



40 

 

BIBLE QUIZ FOR ALL 
The quiz is open to participants of all ages.  
Answers should be given by the 20th of the month.  
Late entries will not be considered.  
Answers should be mailed to sheebs@hotmail.com 
or sent to Mrs. Sheeba Roshan +91 98402 16279. 
Names of participants with score will be mentioned in 
the next issue.  
Winners will be awarded at the end of the year. 
 
QUIZ 1 
Portion: Jeremiah chapters 1 - 26 

1. What is the opposite of pride? 
2. What are almonds a sign of? 
3. What kind of people worship idols? 
4. What will happen to those who reject God? 
5. Who destroyed Israel in the North? 
6. Why does evil run rampant? 
7. Who does God hold responsible for Israel's fall? 
8. Why did God allow Israel to go after false God's? 
9. Is it right to ask God for vengeance? 
10. How could the kings of Judah redeem themselves? 

Answers to Quiz 12: 
1.  Balthazar, Caspar and Melchior 
2. Frosty the Snowman 
3. The drummer boy played his drum for the newborn King. 
4. Yuletide 
5. It has been traditionally celebrated on Jan 6, Jan 7 or Jan 8 in most 
Eastern churches. 
6. Austria 
7. Goose feathers dyed green in Germany 
8. Poinsettia 
9. 359 
10. In a dream 
 
Points tally after Quiz 12:   

  

 
    Dec 2018  Aggregate 

1 Daryl Christopher  - 97 

2 Diya Christopher  - 97 

3 Esther Jayanthi Surya  10 118 

4 Felicia Williams 10 108 

5 Gilfred Sam  10 119 

mailto:sheebs@hotmail.com
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6 Gino Jaden Paul - 85 

7 Hannah Cheryl Daniel 10 119 

8 Jaden Johnsson Dhyriam 10 107 

9 Jadon Titus Muller 10 118 

10 Jason Travis Daniel  10 119 

11 Jeremy Roopsingh - 78 

12 Jessica Lilly 10 49 

13 Joann Ignatius 10 118 

14 Jonathan Ethan Dhyriam 10 107 

15 Jonathan Roopsingh - 78 

16 Keturah Manoharan 10 120 

17 Latha Chittaranjan - 70 

18 Mahilini Santhosh 10 119 

19 Pamela Bridget - 85 

20 Prarthana Gilfred 10 119 

21 Rohan Abraham 10 116 

22 Santosh Dhyriam 10 107 

23 Shekinah Tanya Dhyriam 10 107 

24 Shreya Dhyriam 10 107 

25 Sneha Rachel 10 120 

26 Tasha Grace  10 120 
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WISE MEN FROM THE EAST 
Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea 
in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men 
from the East came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where 
is He who has been born King of the Jews? For 
we have seen His star in the East and have come 
to worship Him.” St. Matthew 2:1,2
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Why EanMe? 
‘EanMe’ – literally meaning “unless” in Greek – has its roots in St. 
Thomas the apostle’s words of doubt. It is based on his famous words to 
the Risen Lord in John 20:25: “…Unless I see in His hands the print of 
the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and put my hand 
into His side, I will not believe.” 
‘Unless’ or ‘except’ in the King James Version is translated from the 
Greek word ‘Eanme’ εανμε (eh-an’ may) meaning: before, but, except, 
not or unless.  

We welcome your original contributions to the 
EanMe in the form of articles, poems, Protestant 
church pictures for the cover, or information 
relevant to the season. Please send your entries by 
hard/soft copy to reach the STEC church office 
stthomasenglishchur@bsnl.in or 
stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com by the 20th of 
every month. 

You can read the current issue of EanMe online at 
http://www.santhomeenglishchurch.org/. A few earlier issues have been 
archived on `CSI St. Thomas English Church’ facebook page. 
 
Contributions are also invited for the Sunday bulletin. If you have any 
interesting information to share in the form of anecdotes, short stories 
etc. (around 100 words) relevant to the Sunday theme, please mail it to 
Kavita Edward: sandeekov@gmail.com  
 
 
We are on Social Media! 
 
‘Like’ our Church page on Facebook to stay updated 
https://www.facebook.com/StThomasEnglishChurch 
 
‘Follow’@CSI_STEC on Twitter 
 
Join our Church group on Facebook to connect with each other and 
share / view pictures of church events 
https://www.facebook.com/CSI St. Thomas English Church, Santhome 
 
`Follow’ @csi_stec on Instagram 
 

Travelling on work or vacation?  
Don’t forget to click a picture! 
If you happen to visit or see a beautiful, historic Protestant 
church that you think should be on our EanMe cover, please 
click a hi-res picture and e-mail it, along with a short note 
about the Church, to stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com 

mailto:sandeekov@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/StThomasEnglishChurch
https://www.facebook.com/
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If you would like to join, participate in or use your time and effort for the 
Ministries, Fellowships and activities of the Church, please get in touch 
with the following people: 
Sunday School – Mrs. Annamary Frederick  
Tweens Fellowship – Mr. Swithun Manoharan / Mr. Joshua Foulger 
Adult Fellowship – Mr. Ajit Stanley Moses 
Choir – Mrs. Anila Manoharan 
Women’s Fellowship – Mrs. Vasanthi Premkumar  
Men’s Fellowship – Mr. Milton Sigamoney 
Rapha (Hospital Ministry) – Mrs. Ranjini Inbaraj  
Blossoms for Christ (Evening Sunday School) – Mrs. Sheeba Roshan 
Church Library – Mrs. Shailaja Henry  
Eco (Garden) – Mrs. Premalatha Samuel 
Evangelism – Mrs. Nirmala Stephen  
EanMe, Website Content, Facebook, Twitter & Instagram moderation – 
Mrs. Fabiola Jacob 
Weekly Bulletin (Pew Sheets) – Mrs. Kavita Edward 
Education Ministry (School) – Mrs. Gemina Martin 
 
 
 
Answers to the Quick & Easy Science Quiz 
 

1. Computerised  
2. Mercury - 450° C 
3. An artificial limb 
4. William Harvey 
5. Liver 

 
 
 
 
The caretaker of Quibble Island cemetery, Mary 
amma, slept in the Lord on 5 Dec 2018. 
 
Mrs. Nalini Chinniah slept in the Lord on 7 Dec 
2018 
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 FELLOWSHIP PROGRAMMES 
 

Sunday School : 
English:  Sunday – 8:00 am 

Tamil:  Sunday - 4 pm 

Tweens Fellowship : Sunday – 4:30 pm 

Women’s Fellowship : I and III Saturday - 5:00 pm 

Men’s Fellowship : II and IV Saturday - 6:30 pm 

Adults’ Fellowship : Sunday - 5:00 pm 

Hospital visit : II Sunday - 10:15 am 

 

 

 

 

PASTORATE  

COMMITTEE 

MEMBERS 

 

Mr. Ajit Stanley Moses 

Mr. S.P. Paul 

Mr. A. Arun Jacob 

Dr. Vijit Koshy Cherian 

Mrs. Saroja Bai J. 

Mrs. Susanna Premalatha Samuel 

Mrs. Sheeba Roshan 

Mr. Gerald Joshua Divyaprabhu 

Mr. Jewel Solomon Devanand 

Mrs. Nisha Jeethendra 

 

 

 

   

  

 

The Rt. Rev. Dr. J. George Stephen 
Bishop in Madras 

 

Rev. D. Richard Ambrose Jebakumar 
Presbyter-in-charge 

 
Mr. Milton Sigamoney 
Mr. Ajit Stanley Moses 

Lay Readers 

             Mr. Stephen Michael A. 
             Secretary 

Mr. Benjamin Hastings 
Treasurer 

 



 

  



47 

 

WORSHIP SERVICES – PLAN FOR JANUARY 2019 

Date and  
Time 

Day Services and Preacher Theme Stewards for Bible 
Reading and Offertory 

6.1.2019 
7:30 am 

 
 
 

6.00 pm 

The Epiphany 

Covenant 
Sunday 

 

 
Sung Eucharist: 
Celebrant:  Rev. D. Richard 
Ambrose 
 
Evensong: 
Sermon: Mr. Milton Sigamoney 

Covenant Jeremiah 31: 31 – 33 
Hebrews 12: 22 – 25 
Psalm 23 
St. Matthew 11: 27 – 30 
 
Mr. & Mrs. Ranjan 
Selvakumar  

13.1.2019 
7:00 am 

 
 

8:15 am 
 
 

6.00 pm 

First Sunday 
after Epiphany 

The Baptism 
of Christ 

 
Holy Eucharist: 
Celebrant:  Rev. D. Richard 
Ambrose 
Sung Matins: 
Sermon: Mrs. Lillian Richard 
 
Holy Eucharist: 
Celebrant: Rev. D. Richard 
Ambrose 

 

Be holy 

 
Deuteronomy 7: 1 – 11  
Ephesians 5: 18 – 20  
Psalm 5 
St. John 17: 13 – 17 
 
Mr. & Mrs. Roshan 
Soundarapandian  

20.1.2019 
7:30 am 

 
 
 

6:00 pm 

Second 
Sunday of 
Epiphany 

 
Sung Eucharist: 
Celebrant: Rev. D. Richard 
Ambrose 
 
Evensong: 
Sermon: Mr. Ajit Stanley Moses 

One body and 
one baptism 

Amos 9: 5 – 12 
Ephesians 4: 1 – 6 
Psalm 115 
St. Mathew 16: 13 – 20 
 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Leonard 
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27.1.2019 
7:30 am 

 
 
 

6:00 pm 

Third Sunday 
of Epiphany 

 
Sung Eucharist: 
Celebrant: Rev. D. Richard 
Ambrose 
 
Evensong: 
Sermon: Dr. Z. Edward Kennedy 

 

United in love 

Deuteronomy 4: 1 – 10 
I Corinthians 1: 10 – 18 
Psalm 30 
St. John 15: 11 – 17 
 
Dr. & Dr. Mrs. Rabinder 
Boaz 


