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Dearly beloved in Christ,
Greetings to you all in the name of the crucified and
risen Lord.
The Lord has been kind and merciful in helping,
healing, feeding and protecting us through the month
of July. As we begin this new month, we need to seek
God’s help and providence for us during this month.
August has two important concerns before us every year. We as a
country won our independence 74 years ago. The freedom movement
had to go through several phases and measures and great loss of life
and property to gain freedom from the British. English men were of two
types. One was interested in the wealth of the Indian subcontinent, as
the East India Company ravaged the land and her resources. The
second were those who had come to lay down their lives as witnesses.
They were the English missionaries. There has always been a
misunderstanding between the two and there has been overlapping too.
But, the concern for today and the question before us is, whether we
have tasted freedom in fullness or have become independent.
The recent development of Pegasus spyware being used against
politicians, activists, writers, etc and leveling charges of sedition, the
killing of political prisoners such as Fr. Stan Swamy, the prisoners who
languish in jails for years without charges and enquiry, the farmers’
struggle against anti-farmer laws, the mismanagement of the Covid 19
situation, the steady rise in fuel and food material prices etc., all seem to
be the concern of the public, and they seek change for good and for
development. It only seems to prove to us that we have been freed from
the British to become slaves to the Baniyas (the entrepreneurial class).
The second concern for this month every year, is through our church; the
focus on women. There has now been a great movement throughout the
world to rethink our understanding of women and their concerns. There
are a few things of which we need to be affirmative, regarding women:





The acceptance of our society’s outlook, from the wrong
perspective of patriarchy.
Women share an equal percentage in the general population.
The contribution of women in all fields - particularly in labour
force and home making - seems to be equal to men, if not more.
Women’s concerns cannot and should not be seen in terms of
love and charity, but rather as equality, justice and fairness.

These affirmations have to be realized in everyday life; in showing
respect, making space for women in decision-making and leadership,
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through sensitivity in word, language and articulation. Marking a Sunday
for Women every year is towards this affirmation.
Let us remember the words of Scripture, if the Son sets you free, you will
be free indeed. St John 8:36.
May God bless you all.
Yours in His joyful service,
Rev. J. Paul Sudhakar
Presbyter-in-charge and Chairman
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THE MOUNTAIN EXPERIENCE
A holiday in the hills is everybody’s idea of ultimate
rest and rejuvenation. We find in the Gospels that
Jesus often “withdrew to lonely places” too (Luke
5:16), to spend time communing with the Father, allowing Himself to be
renewed and restored, to step back once again into His mission.
One such experience is the Transfiguration – mentioned in all the four
gospels – where Peter, James, and John witness the dazzling glory of
Christ and hear the voice of the Father, with Moses and Elijah also
joining Jesus on the mountain. It is commemorated in the Church’s
calendar on 6 August as ‘The Transfiguration of Our Lord’. Though
Mount Tabor is the traditional location, Matthew’s account (Chapter 17)
has led scholars to believe that this must have been Mount Hermon,
near Caesarea Philippi, where the previous events reportedly took place
(Matthew 16:13).
Focus on Jesus
Jesus seems to have chosen the three disciples for a reason: James –
the first to be martyred, John – who would carry on the eternal Word and
Peter, representative of our flawed humanity. He takes them out of their
comfort zone, to show them new things and to help them grow. The
disciples’ understanding of Jesus was woefully incomplete at that point of
time, as they couldn’t conceive of a destiny that included His death and
resurrection. Eventually, they would know, as Peter describes this
experience later as being “eyewitnesses of his majesty” (2 Peter 1:16).
Matthew also adds an important detail that “when they lifted up their
eyes, they saw no one but Jesus only” (Matthew 17:8). In our spiritual
journey, we may have encountered many such exhilarating moments –
of answered prayer, blessings received and the gift of salvation. But we
need to ponder if we are still basking in the glory of the experience, or is
our focus on Jesus.
Call to action
The Transfiguration experience also teaches us that it is not enough to
just witness His glory. It is equally important to descend the mountain
and get back to work – for there is a task at hand.
Mark 9 is an action-packed chapter. It opens with the Transfiguration of
Jesus (1-13), moves on to Jesus healing the demon-possessed boy (1429). And then, the disciples argue about which of them will have the
highest place in the kingdom. This discussion of greatness initiates
Jesus’s call to servanthood (33-35) – a reminder to lay themselves down
for the benefit of others. And that in principle, is what the mountain
experience is all about.
Fabiola Jacob
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Gracing our cover this month, is the charming Pope’s
College Chapel at Sawyerpuram in Thoothukudi
District of Tamil Nadu, photographed by Mercy Roshan.
About the Chapel:
Originally founded by Rev. George Uglow Pope – the
linguist-missionary (and son-in-law of our founding
missionary Robert Carver) – as a seminary, Pope’s
College was re-established in 1962 by the old students of Pope Memorial
High School and a team of dedicated pioneer staff members headed by
Prof. D.S. George Muller, my beloved grandfather, the founder principal
of the College.
On the tenth anniversary of Pope's College, by the great effort of my
grandfather, the foundation stone was laid for the chapel by the then
Bishop Rt. Rev. T. S. Garrett on 25 June 1972. Construction of the
chapel was not immediately possible, for want of funds. The successive
principal Prof. K. Paul Dawson took great efforts to build the chapel. The
students of Pope Sunday School prayer group used to gather in the
place where the foundation was laid and prayed there every evening.
Their prayers were answered, and the construction of the chapel
commenced in 1984.
When the construction began, the chapel fund was only Rs. 3000. But
the principal and staff started the work with earnest prayers and strong
faith. Mr. G. T. Soundrapandian, a patron and well-wisher of Pope's
College right from its start sent a cheque for Rs. 15, 000 for construction
of the chapel. This kindled the faith of everyone who prayed. Thanking
and praising our prayer-answering God, the construction of the chapel
commenced under the supervision of the then librarian Mr. V. Solomon.
Mr. Azariah of Sawyerpuram also donated a large amount towards the
chapel fund. The people of Sawyerpuram were inspired and the clergy,
head masters and the teachers contributed generously towards the
chapel fund. God blessed the efforts of everyone involved in the chapel
construction.
The teachers of Sawyerpuram presented the wooden articles. When the
chapel construction was almost over and the date for dedication was
about to be fixed, the painting remained incomplete due to lack of funds.
Coming to know of this, the then Pastorate Chairman Rev. J. Stephen
arranged for paint and the chapel was beautifully completed. On 27 April
1986, the chapel was dedicated to the glory of God by Rt. Rev. Jason
Dharmaraj, a son of the soil. Pope’s College Chapel is close to the heart
of every student who prayed and worshipped the Lord here. Also, it
continues to be a blessing for many, to come to know of our Lord and
Saviour.
Sujit Muller

A MULTIBILLIONIRE IS IN SEARCH OF A
HOME, COULD YOU ACCOMMODATE HIM?
A multibillionaire wants to his money in a safe
place stack,
The householder should not lie, and in
honesty lack;
He should not be a lover of money that belongs to others,
He should not be about the stacks of money bother.
The owner may not lock the room, where he keeps his treasure,
You should not be curious about how much it will measure;
The rich man will not suck on you, but will be very friendly,
In return he expects your friendship daily.
As days go by, you will begin to love him slowly,
He will also love you in return promptly,
Your love must be pure and faultless,
You must not eye his stacks of money, but only his kindness.
He will care for you it for him you care,
Your love shouldn’t be on the surface to share;
He is capable of showing his fathomless love,
You will not understand his love, as your brain is too small to solve.
His love will overflow on you to make you his child,
Your love towards him should be strong and not mild;
He is the King of Heaven and earth,
You can share His throne to rule, after you get a new birth!
Prema Jayasundar

At our weekly Bible study, the leader asked an elderly
gentleman, George, to open the meeting with prayer.
George did so in a soft voice. Another man, straining to
hear, shouted, “I can’t hear you!” George replied, “I wasn’t
talking to you!”
The pastor asks his flock, "What would you like people to say when
you're in your casket?" One congregant says, "I'd like them to say I was
a good family man." Another says, "I'd like them to say I helped people."
The third responds, "I'd like them to say, 'Look! He's moving!'"
Ventriloquist Shanthakumar
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ATTENDING CHURCH SERVICE...
AN AWESOME PRIVILEGE INDEED!
A man suddenly started attending church service. After the service, the
pastor told him, "How wonderful it makes me feel to see you at services
with your good wife!" The man replied coolly, "Quite honestly, it's a
matter of choice, Pastor. I'd rather hear your sermon than hers!"
On a serious note, the church is a place of peace and joy. Attending
church service gives us immense satisfaction. Research too indicates
that the regular attendees undergo less depression and lead healthier
and even longer lives. By attending church service, we are making time
for God and allowing Him into our lives. We can pour out our hearts to
Him intimately in the holy place. It acts as a booster to face the following
week with all its new challenges.
During adversities, the church service helps us ponder over our
blessings instead of complaining to or questioning God. We also learn
that we are refined like gold and silver (Zech. 13:9). Many a times, we
directly relate to pastor’s message, which soothes, comforts and
encourages us. The sermon, prayers and communion help us overcome
any temptation that may come our way. As we seek forgiveness for our
iniquities in all sincerity, our burdens are reduced. The songs make us
merrier, sometimes ringing in our ears all week long.
The church family is undoubtedly an added blessing, which builds each
other through fellowship, support and prayer (Gal. 6:2). Meeting other
believers regularly is a source of encouragement and strength as iron
sharpens iron (Prov. 27:17). Everyone is encouraged to utilize their
talents through church activities and in the process, is richly blessed.
We get to participate in the gospel and charity works of our church,
thereby bringing comfort and help to the needy.
As a family when we take part in church services, our married life is
blessed with better understanding and forgiving of each other. Our
children grow in the Lord and are a blessing to the family and the church,
bringing glory to His name. And through our fruitful lives, we get an
opportunity to bring others to Christ.
Think about the underground churches in other countries and the
pandemic when our freedom to attend church is curtailed. We will only
feel all the more blissful to attend church service as it is indeed a great
privilege for us.
“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to
the breaking of bread and to prayer.”—Acts 2:42
Ventriloquist Shanthakumar
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AN EVENING WITH BRO RAJKUMAR RAMCHANDRAN
ON ZOOM
It was a privilege to listen to Bro Rajkumar Ramchandran speak
on “Encouragement in difficult times” on Sunday, 25 July 2021
evening. He accepted our invitation to speak at the STEC Adults
Fellowship Meeting on Zoom at a very short notice, and it was open to all
at STEC and others too. Here are a few snippets:
The very nature of God is to encourage us, He is the God of all comfort
(II Cor 1:3,4). For just as the sufferings of Christ flows into our lives, so
also, our comfort overflows through Christ.
As we live, we will face more difficulties and challenges, but we
remember that God is our peace. (John 16:33) He shared from his
personal experience that he drew close to God by knowing the God of
the Bible rather than the desire to know the Bible.
The Greek word used was “Parakaleo” meaning encouragement or
counsel or comfort and “Parakletos” meant encourager. The eternal
encourager lives in us eternally, the comforter dwells in our hearts from
the time we accept Christ as our Saviour and will never leave us.
We are called to have fellowship with the Holy Spirit, fellowship refers to
a two-way communication. Each Sunday we hear the benediction that
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit will be with us forever. (II Cor 13:15).
In his forty years of walking with Christ, he never allowed himself to be
discouraged, but discouraging thoughts did creep in. We have one such
weapon, we take authority and rebuke every discouraging thought that
engulfs us. (Sinful thoughts, anxious thoughts, bitter thoughts, worldly
thoughts, and futile thoughts).
We have God’s amazing promises in the Bible (7487 promises), and by
holding on to His promises we rise above every difficulty and reign in life.
The Holy Spirit teaches and reminds us of God’s word and we can rise
above difficulties. In the book of I Samuel we read how David fled from
Saul, not fearing death but because Saul was the Lord’s anointed.
In recent times, where many lost their lives to COVID, they were not lost
but found in heaven, not departure from earth but arrival in heaven.
Healing means “made whole, complete” (Isaiah 53:7). There is great joy
in heaven, because ultimate healing is death and no more pain. (Psalm
116:15). There are three possibilities in today’s COVID situation: 1) You
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do not get COVID 2) You get COVID and are healed 3) You get COVID
and go to Jesus. Either way it’s a win-win situation.
Again, he shared a personal experience from when he was a Hindu, an
astrologer predicted his future and also talked about his past quite
accurately. (On our Pastor’s query about how this was possible, Bro
Rajkumar answered, because of evil spirits, as predicted by the slave girl
in Acts 16:16-18). And during the time of danger, he called upon the
name of the Lord and was saved. (Isaiah 43:2).
We are all familiar with the song “God is good all the time”, we need to
remember the fact that there is no bad day for us as we serve an
awesome God. The three main truths that we should live by are: 1) Live
by the Word (Matthew 4:4), 2) Live by the Spirit (Galatians 5:16), and 3)
Live by faith (Romans 1:17). These will help us rise above difficulties.
In conclusion, he said we were not to worry about the past nor the future,
but live for Jesus in the present.
Shobana Soundarapandian
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PRAYER TIME:
Do you have a prayer point that you would like to share with our Church
prayer group? Please mail it to stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com or
drop it in the box at the main door of our Church, so that it can be
included in the prayer list.
Our Church prayer group meets on the first and third Sunday of every
month, at 7.15 pm in Church (now on Zoom), to pray for general and
specific needs. You are welcome to join the group.

WRITE TO US!
Do you have a comment on the articles, a fresh
new idea or feedback about the EanMe that
you would like to share with other readers? Mail
it to stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com with
‘EanMe MailBox’ in the subject. The best letters
will be published in the next issue of the
EanMe.
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`HIDE THEM IN YOUR HEART' - A SCRIPTURE CHALLENGE!
Can you memorize Psalm 119:153-160 before 29 August 2021?
If this offer appeals to you, please approach
Roshan Soundarapandian (Mobile No: 98403
88365) - a surprise awaits you!
The winners will be announced in next month's
EanMe!
Of course, prizes would follow!
Anyone can rise to the opportunity - no age limit
– all the best!
Why the Scripture Challenge?
There is no other single discipline in Christian life that is more rewarding
than memorizing Scripture. Our prayer life will be strengthened. Our
witnessing will be sharper and effective. Our attitude and perspective will
begin to change. Our mind will become alert, observant and confident,
enhancing our faith in ourselves and in God.
We need to hide God's Word in our hearts so that we don't sin against
Him. Carrying Scripture in our hands and also in our hearts is a way to
cherish God's Word, creating an amazing opportunity to meditate on the
truth and hastening the process of transforming us into Christ-likeness.
When we fill our minds with the Word of God, we build a barrier between
us and the enemy. The more verses you memorize, the barricade
becomes higher and stronger.
The Word of God brings us wisdom, strength and
hope. It gives assurance, solace, power and
authority. Above all we will enjoy peace of mind. So
come, let's indulge in this overwhelming experience!
Winners:
Name

Ezekiel David
Felicia William
Gino Jaden Paul
Iris Manoharan
Jadon Titus Muller

July
2021
Psalm
119:
145-152






14

Jemima Thilagan
Jeremy Roopsingh
Johnsson Jaden
Dhyriam
Jonathan Ethan
Dhyriam
Jonathan Roopsingh
Joshua Emmanuel
Judah Stephen
Keturah Manoharan
Kezia Regan
M. Hema
Manya Lily Malhotra
Natalia Regan
Pamela Bridget
Priya Muller
Rachel Dhiraviaraj
Ranjini Inbaraj
Rohan Abraham
Stanley
Santhosh Dhyriam
Shekinah Dhyriam
Shreya Dhyriam
Zoey Emmanuel























GEMS FROM THE BIBLE
Put them in your heart-bank – memorize
and use them!

If My people… humble themselves,
and pray I will forgive their sin and
heal their land. - II Chronicles 7:14

And He was transfigured before them, and His face shone like the
sun - Matt 17:2

A woman who fears the Lord is to be praised. - Proverbs 31:30

A gracious woman gets honour - Proverbs 11:16

She opens her mouth with wisdom, and the teaching of kindness is
on her tongue. – Proverbs 31:26
Shobana Soundarapandian
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DR. HELEN ROSEVEARE –
MISSIONARY TO THE CONGO
Helen Roseveare was born in 1925 at Haileybury
College (Hertfordshire, England), where her father
taught mathematics. Raised in a high Anglican
church, Helen’s Sunday school teacher once told their class about India,
and Helen resolved to herself that she would one day be a missionary.
Despite the Christian heritage of her family, and faithful attendance at
church, Helen sensed a void in her life and distance from God.
She enrolled in Newnham College at Cambridge University to study
medicine. There she joined the Cambridge Inter-Collegiate Christian
Union (CICCU) through the invitation of a student named Dorothy. In the
winter of 1945, the Lord seemed to meet her in a personal way during a
student retreat. She gave her testimony on the final evening, and Bible
teacher Graham Scroggie wrote Philippians 3:10 in her new Bible.
She felt an increased sense of calling toward missions, and publicly
declared during a missionary gathering in North England, “I’ll go
anywhere God wants me to, whatever the cost.”
Medical Mission
After graduating from Cambridge with her doctorate in medicine, Helen
studied for six months at the Worldwide Evangelization Crusade college
and then went to Belgium to study French and to Holland to take a
course on tropical medicine as she prepared for her appointment as a
medical missionary in the Congo.
In mid-March of 1953, at the age of 28, she arrived in the northeastern
region of the Congo (later named Zaire). In the first two years, she
founded a training school for nurses, training women to serve as nurseevangelists, who in turn would run clinics and dispensaries in different
regions.
In October 1955, she was asked to transfer seven miles away to run an
abandoned maternity and leprosy centre in Nebobongo. Working with
local Africans, Helen helped to transform the centre into a hospital with
100 beds, serving mothers, lepers, and children, along with a training
school for paramedics and 48 rural clinics. Outside of these facilities,
there was no other medical help for 150 miles in any direction.
Exhausted, Helen returned to England in 1958 for a furlough, during
which time she received further medical training.
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Troubled times
The Congo became independent from Belgium in 1960, and civil war
broke out in 1964. All of the medical facilities they had established were
destroyed. Helen was among ten Protestant missionaries put under
house arrest by the rebel forces for several weeks, after which time they
were moved and imprisoned.
She describes the horror of what happened after she tried to escape:
“They found me, dragged me to my feet, struck me over head and
shoulders, flung me on the ground, kicked me, dragged me to my feet
only to strike me again—the sickening searing pain of a broken tooth, a
mouth full of sticky blood, my glasses gone. Beyond sense, numb with
horror and unknown fear, driven, dragged, pushed back to my own
house—yelled at, insulted, cursed.”
Her captors, she wrote, “were brutal and drunken. They cursed and
swore, they struck and kicked, they used the butt-end of rifles and rubber
truncheons. We were roughly taken, thrown in prisons, humiliated,
threatened.”
On October 29, 1964, Helen Roseveare was brutally raped.
She later recounted:
On that dreadful night, beaten and bruised, terrified and tormented,
unutterably alone, I had felt at last God had failed me. Surely, He could
have stepped in earlier, surely things need not have gone that far. I had
reached what seemed to be the ultimate depth of despairing
nothingness.
In this darkness, however, she sensed the Lord saying to her: “…These
are not your sufferings…they’re Mine.”
She later pointed to God’s goodness despite this great evil:
Through the brutal heartbreaking experience of rape, God met with me—
with outstretched arms of love. It was an unbelievable experience: He
was so utterly there, so totally understanding, His comfort was so
complete—and suddenly I knew—I really knew that His love was
unutterably sufficient. He did love me! He did understand!
She also wrote:
[God] understood not only my desperate misery but also my awakened
desires and mixed up horror of emotional trauma. I knew that Philippians
4:19, “My God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in
glory in Christ Jesus,” was true on all levels, not just on a hyper-spiritual
shelf where I had tried to relegate it. . . . He was actually offering me the
inestimable privilege of sharing in some little way in the fellowship of His
sufferings.
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In the weeks of imprisonment that followed and in the subsequent years
of continued service, looking back, one has tried to “count the cost,” but I
find it all swallowed up in privilege. The cost suddenly seems very small
and transient in the greatness and permanence of the privilege.
After returning to African in 1966, she soon left Nebobongo to establish a
new medical centre in Nyankunde in northeastern Zaire, producing a
250-bed hospital, maternity ward, training college for doctors, a centre
for leprosy, and other endeavours. There, too, she experienced several
trials and relational difficulties.
In 1973, Helen returned to the UK for health reasons, settling in Northern
Ireland. She travelled, wrote several books and served as a missionary
advocate. She went to be with her Lord, for whom she counted it a
privilege to suffer, on December 7, 2016, at the age of 91.
Excerpted from ‘A Woman of Whom the World Was Not Worthy: Helen
Roseveare (1925-2016)’ by Justin Taylor, Courtesy: www.thegospelcoalition.org
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JESU, THE VERY THOUGHT OF THEE
This hymn was written nearly a thousand years ago,
in the middle of the time we sometimes call the Dark
Ages. It was a dark time because it was riddled with
extensive corruption among leaders of the nations,
as well as leaders of the church. In such a time, the
life of Bernard of Clairvaux shines brightly. “Knowing
God,” he said, “is a matter of the heart.” It was a truth that dominated his
life. At a very early age, he was drawn to spiritual things, largely
influenced by the piety of his mother. At the age of 22, he entered a
monastery in Citeaux, and three years later, he founded a monastery at
the Clairvaux, and served as its spiritual leader until he died in 1153.
In spite of his many pressing responsibilities and frequent travel, Bernard
never lost sight of what he prized the most – the love of Jesus. God’s
love was Bernard’s lifeblood, pulsing through everything he said and did.
His knowledge of God was deeply personal, a mystical love-affair that
not only gave meaning to his life on earth, but formed his vision of
Heaven. As Bernard said, “(God) is Himself the reward of those who love
Him, the eternal reward of those who love Him for eternity.”
Jesu, the very thought of Thee with sweetness fills the breast;
But sweeter far Thy face to see and in Thy Presence rest.
No voice can sing, no heart can frame, nor can the memory find
A sweeter sound than Jesu’s Name, the Saviour of mankind.
O Hope of every contrite heart, O Joy of all the meek
To those who ask how kind Thou art, how good to those who seek.
But what to those who find? Ah, this, nor tongue nor pen can show
The love of Jesus, what it is none but His loved ones know.
Jesu, our only Joy be Thou, as Thou our Prize wilt be,
In Thee be all our glory now, and through eternity.
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ELIZA CALDWELL (1822 – 1899)
Though Robert Caldwell is a famous
missionary, linguist and Dravidian scholar,
honoured with a statute on Marina Beach
in Chennai, his wife Eliza Caldwell is relatively unknown, in spite of the
silent yet phenomenal work she did among women in South India.
Early life
Born in 1822, as the elder daughter of the veteran LMS missionaries
Charles and Martha Mault of Travancore, Eliza was fluent in Tamil. She
was educated in England and returned to South India in 1836, where
along with her sister Sarah, she helped her mother run the mission and
village schools.
In 1844, Eliza married Robert Caldwell and joined him at his mission
station in Southern Tamil Nadu. Soon after her arrival at Idaiyangudi,
Eliza expanded the girls' day school (set up by her husband) into a
boarding school and, with it, also took over control of the existing boys
boarding school. At that time, the missionaries considered boarding
schools to be the stronghold of a mission, as from it came the educated
members of the congregation, the schoolmasters and mistresses, the
catechists, the native clergy and the best counsellors.
Educating the girl child
It was the beginning of a long campaign which Eliza and Robert waged
to improve the prospects of Indian girls, and through them convince their
families of the value of education. Much of the financial support for this
depended on their personal reputations at home, as it came direct from
private donors in England, as well as from SPG, SPCK and other
sources in India. However, it was Caldwell’s aim that the young Church
in India must eventually grow to be self-sufficient, and not depend on the
Mission. Their campaign continued unabated in the following years, while
Eliza gave birth to four sons and three daughters. Indeed, by the 1860s,
her two elder daughters, Isabella and Louisa, were working alongside
their mother in superintending the boarding and day schools that she and
Robert had by then set up.
Eliza Caldwell used education as a tool to change the attitude of girls
regarding themselves. She wanted them to grow in grace and maturity,
and bring change in their husbands and fathers. Eliza started Lacemaking classes for the girls of the villages, as it would help them earn a
livelihood and be independent. She arranged for the sale of the finished
products both within India and in England.
After nearly forty years in India, at the age of 63, Caldwell was
consecrated as Bishop in 1877. When Eliza Caldwell moved to Tuticorin
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(Thoothukudi), she started Day Girls' schools for high-caste Hindu girls.
In 1884, there were twenty-three girls in the Day school at Thoothukudi
Melur and twenty-four at Thoothukudi Keelur. Out of these forty-seven,
twenty five were married. Eliza Caldwell was concerned about the
women who were not able to attend such day schools, and so appointed
Bible women to meet such women in their own homes – this came to be
known as the "Zenana" ministry.
Throughout their ministry, Eliza and Robert Caldwell faced a variety of
problems that rose periodically due to the infighting in the SPG
Committee. Eliza’s letters to the Madras Diocesan Council, throws light
on the situation in South India at that time. If Robert Caldwell is
respected and honoured for his work on the Dravidian language and
history, it is Eliza who paints a realistic picture of the times in her
valuable letters.
At home in India
At the end of Caldwell’s last visit to England when friends tried to
persuade them to remain at home, his reply illustrated his affection for
the people of Tamil Nadu: "I wish to die amongst the people for whom I
have lived". Caldwell retired to Kodaikkanal to spend his remaining days,
where he breathed his last on 28 August 1891.
Eliza Caldwell departed this life on 18 June 1899. Robert Caldwell and
Eliza are buried beneath the chancel of Holy Trinity, Idaiyangudi, the
church which he took 33 years to build.
Today Tirunelveli is a thriving diocese of the Church of South India.
Much of the organisation that Caldwell put in place, despite the disruptive
tactics of the SPG in Madras, contributed to this. The Caldwell name is
still remembered by the students and teachers at the schools which he
and Eliza founded, and by the many Christian descendants of those he
taught, baptised and ordained. And Eliza Caldwell, who worked quietly
with extraordinary devotion for the education of Indian children, and in
particular for the encouragement and well-being of young Indian women,
will always be remembered.
Source: The Internet
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THE HOT WATER BOTTLE
A true story by Helen Roseveare (featured
in ‘Missionary Spotlight’ on page 16)
One night, in Central Africa, I had worked
hard to help a mother in the labour ward;
but in spite of all that we could do, she died leaving us with a tiny,
premature baby and a crying, two-year-old daughter. We would have
difficulty keeping the baby alive. We had no incubator. We had no
electricity to run an incubator, and no special feeding facilities. Although
we lived on the equator, nights were often chilly with treacherous drafts.
A student-midwife went for the box we had for such babies and for the
cotton wool that the baby would be wrapped in. Another went to stoke up
the fire and fill a hot water bo
ttle. She came back shortly, in distress,
to tell me that in filling the bottle, it had burst. Rubber perishes easily in
tropical climates, "...and it is our last hot water bottle!" she exclaimed. As
in the West, it is no good crying over spilled milk; so, in Central Africa it
might be considered no good crying over a burst water bottle. They do
not grow on trees, and there are no drugstores down forest pathways.
“All right," I said, "Put the baby as near the fire as you safely can; sleep
between the baby and the door to keep it free from drafts. Your job is to
keep the baby warm."
The following noon, as I did most days, I went to say prayers with many
of the orphanage children who chose to gather with me. I gave the
youngsters various suggestions of things to pray about and told them
about the tiny baby. I explained our problem about keeping the baby
warm enough, mentioning the hot water bottle. The baby could so easily
die if it got chilled. I also told them about the two-year-old sister, crying
because her mother had died.
During prayer time, one ten-year-old girl, Ruth, prayed with the usual
blunt consciousness of our African children. "Please, God," she prayed,
"send us a water bottle. It'll be no good tomorrow, God, the baby'll be
dead; so, please send it this afternoon." While I gasped inwardly at the
audacity of the prayer, she added by way of corollary, " ...And while You
are about it, would You please send a dolly for the little girl so she'll know
You really love her?" As often with children's prayers, I was put on the
spot. Could I honestly say, "Amen?" I just did not believe that God could
do this. Oh, yes, I know that He can do everything: The Bible says so,
but there are limits, aren't there? The only way God could answer this
particular prayer would be by sending a parcel from the homeland. I had
been in Africa for almost four years at that time, and I had never, ever
received a parcel from home. Anyway, if anyone did send a parcel, who
would put in a hot water bottle? I lived on the equator!
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Halfway through the afternoon, while I was teaching in the nurses'
training school, a message was sent that there was a car at my front
door. By the time that I reached home, the car had gone, but there, on
the veranda, was a large twenty-two-pound parcel! I felt tears pricking
my eyes. I could not open the parcel alone; so, I sent for the orphanage
children. Together we pulled off the string, carefully undoing each knot.
We folded the paper, taking care not to tear it unduly. Excitement was
mounting. Some thirty or forty pairs of eyes were focused on the large
cardboard box.
From the top, I lifted out brightly coloured, knitted jerseys. Eyes sparkled
as I gave them out. Then, there were the knitted bandages for the
leprosy patients, and the children began to look a little bored. Next came
a box of mixed raisins and sultanas - that would make a nice batch of
buns for the weekend. As I put my hand in again, I felt the... could it
really be? I grasped it, and pulled it out. Yes, "A brand-new rubber, hot
water bottle!" I cried. I had not asked God to send it; I had not truly
believed that He could. Ruth was in the front row of the children. She
rushed forward, crying out, "If God has sent the bottle, He must have
sent the dolly, too!" Rummaging down to the bottom of the box, she
pulled out the small, beautifully dressed dolly. Her eyes shone: She had
never doubted! Looking up at me, she asked, "Can I go over with you,
Mummy, and give this dolly to that little girl, so she'll know that Jesus
really loves her?"
That parcel had been on the way for five whole months, packed up by
my former Sunday School class, whose leader had heard and obeyed
God's prompting to send a hot water bottle, even to the equator. One of
the girls had put in a dolly for an African child - five months earlier in
answer to the believing prayer of a ten-year-old to bring it "That
afternoon!"
"And it shall come to pass, that before they call, I will answer; and while
they are yet speaking, I will hear." (Isaiah 65:24)
This story is from Helen Roseveare’s book "Living Faith".
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BIBLE QUIZ FOR ALL
All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness. - II Timothy 3:16
God honours and promises to bless all those who respect, love and
meditate on His precious Word. It is the most valuable possession we
own because it is our Father's love letter to us. Everything else will pass
away, 'but the Word of God stands forever'. - Isaiah 40:8.
The quiz is open to participants of all ages.
Answers should be given by the 27th of the month. Late entries will not
be considered.
Answers should be mailed to sheebs@hotmail.com or given to Mrs.
Sheeba Roshan in person.
Names of participants with score will be mentioned in the next issue.
Winners will be awarded at the end of the year.
QUIZ 8
Portion: Titus and Philemon
1. What advice does Paul prescribe for the slaves?
2. What does the name Onesimus mean?
3. When did God first give hope for eternal life?
4. How does Paul tell Philemon that he should receive Onesimus?
5. How many times should a divisive person be warned?
6. Why should the leaders of the church be blameless?
7. What does Paul say Onesimus is slave to now?
8. Where had Paul decided to spend the winter?
9. Under what circumstances did Paul get to know Onesimus?
10. What was the duty of the older women and which vice should they
avoid?
Answers to Quiz 7:
1. Rome - 2-1:17.
2. To prevent false teachings and keep believers from losing their
faith. 1-1:3-4.
3. The house of Onesiphorus. 2-4:19
4. Lois. 2-1:5
5. Blasphemer, persecutor and violent man. 1-1:13.
6. Until Paul comes to Ephesus. 1-4:13.
7. Overseers and Deacons. 1-3:1,8.
8. The Holy spirit within him. 2-1:6.
9. Hymenaeus and Alexander. 1-1:20.
10. Teaching the Gospel, live in faith and show love. 2-1:13-14.
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Points tally after Quiz 7:
July 2021 Aggregate
10
70

1

Daniel Inbaraj

2

Deepathavana Ranjan

10

70

3

Dorothy Evangeline Joshua

10

70

4

Esther Jayanthi Surya

10

70

5

Felicia William

10

70

6

Hannah Cheryl Daniel

10

70

7

Jadon Titus Muller

10

70

8

Jason Travis Daniel

10

70

9

Jeremy Roopsingh

10

50

10

Joann Ignatius

10

70

11

Johnsson Jaden Dhyriam

10

60

12

Jonathan Ethan Dhyriam

10

60

13

Jonathan Roopsingh

10

50

14

Joshua Emmanuel

10

70

15

Keturah Manoharan

10

70

16

Kezia Regan

10

70

17

Mahilini Santhosh

10

70

18

Manya Malhotra

10

70

19

Natalia Regan

10

70

20

Nirmala Naveendhar

10

70

21

Ranjini Inbaraj

10

70

22

Rohan Abraham Stanley

10

70

23

Santosh Dhyriam

10

70

24

Shekinah Dhyriam

10

70

25

Shilpa Malhotra

10

70

26

Shreya Dhyriam

10

70

27

Tasha Grace

10

70

28

Zibia Thiraviaraj

-

20

29

Zoey Emmanuel

10

70
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The Transfiguration of our Lord is celebrated
on 6 August, by the Anglican Church.
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Why EānMé?
‘EānMé’ – literally meaning “unless” in Greek – has its roots in St.
Thomas the Apostle’s words of doubt. It is based on his famous words to
the Risen Lord in St. John 20:25: “…Unless I see in His hands the print
of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and put my hand
into His side, I will not believe.”
‘Unless’ or ‘except’ in the King James Version is translated from the
Greek word ‘EānMé’ εανμε (eh-an’ may) meaning: before, but, except,
not or unless.
We welcome your original contributions to the
EānMé in the form of articles (word limit: 840),
poems, Protestant church pictures for the cover, or
information relevant to the season. Please send
your entries by hard/soft copy to reach the STEC
church office stthomasenglishchur@bsnl.in or
stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com by the 20th of
every month.
You can read the current issue of EānMé online at
http://www.santhomeenglishchurch.org/. A few earlier issues have been
archived on `CSI St. Thomas English Church’ facebook page.
Sunday bulletin temporarily suspended due to pandemic.
We are on Social Media!
‘Like’ our Church page on Facebook to stay updated
https://www.facebook.com/StThomasEnglishChurch
Join our Church group on Facebook to connect with
each other and share / view pictures of church events
https://www.facebook.com/CSI St. Thomas English Church, Santhome
‘Follow’ @CSI_STEC on Twitter
`Follow’ @csi_stec on Instagram
Travelling on work or vacation?
Don’t forget to click a picture!
If you happen to visit or see a beautiful, historic Protestant
church that you think should be on our EānMé cover, please
click a hi-res picture and e-mail it, along with a short note
about the Church, to stthomasenglishchurch@gmail.com
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If you would like to join, participate in or use your time and effort for the
Ministries, Fellowships and activities of the Church, please get in touch
with the following people:
Sunday School – Mrs. Grace Rathnam
Blossoms for Christ (Tamil Sunday School) – Mrs. Sheeba Roshan
Prayer Fellowship – Mr. Daniel Inbaraj
Adult Fellowship – Mr. Ajit Stanley Moses
Choir – Mrs. Anila Manoharan
Women’s Fellowship – Mrs. Vasanthi Premkumar
Men’s Fellowship – Mr. Milton Sigamoney
Rapha (Hospital Ministry) – Mrs. Zibia Thiraviaraj
Church Library – Mrs. Shailaja Henry
Eco (Garden) – Mrs. Premalatha Samuel
Evangelism – Mrs. Nirmala Stephen
EānMé, Website Content, Facebook, Twitter & Instagram moderation –
Mrs. Fabiola Jacob
Weekly Bulletin (Pew Sheets) – Mrs. Kavita Edward
Education Ministry (School) – Mrs. Gemina Martin

28

The Rt. Rev. Dr. J. George Stephen
Bishop in Madras

Rev. J. Paul Sudhakar
Chairman and Presbyter-in-charge

Mr. Milton Sigamoney
Mr. Ajit Stanley Moses
Lay Readers

Dr. S. Rabinder Boaz
Secretary

Mrs. Gemina Martin
Treasurer

Mr. Bright Joseph D.
Mr. Ranjan Selvakumar C.
Mr. Roshan Soundarapandian
Mr. Santhakumar S.
Mr. Wesley Isaac P.
Mrs. Saroja Bai Godwin
Mrs. Shilpa Nisha Malhotra

PASTORATE
COMMITTEE
MEMBERS

FELLOWSHIP PROGRAMMES

Sunday School

:

English: Sunday – 4:30 pm online
Tamil: Sunday – 4:30 pm (currently suspended
due to pandemic)

Women’s Fellowship

:

Saturday - 4:30 pm online

Men’s Fellowship

:

Thursday - 6:30 pm online

Adults’ Fellowship

:

Saturday – 6:30 pm online

Hospital visit

:

II Sunday - 10:15 am (currently suspended due
to pandemic)

Prayer Fellowship

:

I and III Sunday – 7:15 pm online
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WORSHIP SERVICES – PLAN FOR AUGUST 2021
Date and
Time

Day

1.8.2021
8:00 am

The Ninth
Sunday after
Trinity
Missions
Sunday

8.8.2021
8:00 am

The Tenth
Sunday after
Trinity

Services and Preacher

Morning prayer: (Zoom
and YouTube)
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul
Sudhakar

Theme

Missions:
sharing
God’s pain

Stewards for Bible Reading
and Offertory
Isaiah 6: 1-8
Psalm 40: 1-13
Acts 9: 10-18
St. Luke 10: 1-11
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Ponnudurai

Morning prayer: (Zoom
and YouTube)
Sermon: Mr. Ajit Stanley
Moses

Honour
marriage

Malachi 2: 13-16
Psalm 45
I Cor. 13: 1-14: 1
St. Mark 10: 2-9
Mr. & Mrs. Ranjan Selvakumar

15.8.2021
8:00 am

The Eleventh
Sunday after
Trinity

Morning prayer: (Zoom
and YouTube)
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul
Sudhakar

Sacrament of
Holy Qurbana
/ Holy Sacrifice

2 King 4: 42-44
Psalm 100
I Cor. 11: 23-30
St. John 6: 15-59
Pastor’s family
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22.8.2021
8:00 am

The Twelfth
Sunday after
Trinity
Women’s
Sunday

29.8.2021
8:00 am

The Thirteenth
Sunday after
Trinity

Morning prayer: (Zoom
and YouTube)
Sermon: Mrs. Susannah
Paul

Morning prayer: (Zoom
and YouTube)
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul
Sudhakar

Women: from
sorrow
to joy

Plurality:
common
humanity and
faith sharing

Genesis 21: 14 – 21
Psalm 30: 1 – 12
Acts 16: 16 – 19
St. Luke 8: 40 – 49
Women’s Fellowship
Jonah 4: 1-11
Psalm 82
Acts 8: 26-40
St. Matthew 22: 1-14
Mr.& Mrs. Ajit Stanley Moses

1.9.2021
6:30 am

First day of the
month

Morning prayer: (Zoom
and YouTube)
Sermon: Rev. J. Paul
Sudhakar
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God rules the
nations

Psalm 22

